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Chips Hit the Fan in Mobile 



Activists take to the cranes with urgent message 


Compiled by Katuah Earth First!, 
Native Forest Network, TAGER & 
Broadened Horizons Riverkeepers 

In a daring predawn landing at Kim- 
berly-Cl ark/Scott Paper's export dock 
in Mobile, Alabama, five forest activ- 
ists climbed atop a 120-foot crane, 
preventing 45,000 tons of woodchips 
from being shipped to Japan. Protest- 
ers from several southeastern states 
took part in the December 19 action to 
publicize the connection between 
rapid deforestation of upstream wa- 
tersheds and skyrocketing exports 
from the Port of Mobile. 

The action was the culmination of 
several months of organizing through- 
out the Southeast on the proliferation 
of chip mills and the adverse impact 
to both ecological and economic sys- 
tems. It brought together a variety of 
environmental groups including Earth 
First!, the Native Forest Network, Glo- 
bal Sustainability, Broadened Horizons 
Riverkeepers, TAGER and the 
Bankhead Monitor. 

Katuah Earth Firstler John was the 
first person up the stairs. He informed 


the crane operator that an environ- 
mental action was underway and asked 
if he would be kind enough to shut 
down to prevent injury. The operator 
checked downstairs via telephone and 
abandoned the control room to await 
the police. Upon his departure, John 
immediately locked down in the 
operator's chair. 

While John was engaging the crane 
operator, Steve from Knoxville, Ten- 
nessee, locked down to the top of the 
stairs to gain extra time for the banner 
hangers. The climbers, Rodney and 
Corey, and the sherpa, Jake, were fo- 
cused on unfurling a 40-by-50-foot 
fishnet banner with gigantic letters. 
The banner team deployed it on the 
far side of the crane opposite the Japa- 
nese ship Hokuetsu Hope beneath a 
steaming mountain of pulverized one- 
inch woodchips — formerly a living 
community of hardwood trees. In less 
than 15 minutes, the banner was 
dropped and the climbers free- 
rappelled over the edge and began 
stabilizing the banner. A stiff breeze 
was blowing across Mobile Bay, mak- 
ing conditions difficult. But by day- 


light, "STOP EXPORTING FORESTS 
AND JOBS" was visible for all the world 
to see. 

John was content in the control 
room — so content that he made a call 
from the phone to Chattanooga's 


WGOW live talk radio show to inform 
upstream listeners that we were shut- 
ting down woodchip exports to pro- 
tect our forests and our jobs. 

continued on page 28 


Super Quarry Shut-Down 

UK Earth First! takes road wars to the source 



by Andrea Wilson 

On December 4, 1995, an hour before first light, 
500 Earth First! activists stormed a roadstone quarry 
in Southwest England. The quarry at Whatley, in 
Somerset, is Amey Roadstone Corporation's (ARC) 
UK "flagship" producer of roadstone. It is notorious 
for its supply of materials to Twyford Down and 
many other British road construction schemes. 

To the accompaniment of bagpipes, the first activ- 
ists swarmed over the gates and through a line of 
yellow-jacketed security guards, whilst others scaled 
perimeter fences. Simultaneously, half a mile away, 
a 20-foot scaffolding tripod was erected to block the 
rail line leading out from the quarry. Production 
and distribution of roadstone ground to a halt, not 
to resume for the better part of a week. 


Fifty-five were arrested in this, the eighth (and so 
far largest) action at ARC'S Whatley Quarry. 

No More Roads 

In 1992, ARC sought to massively widen and 
deepen the quarry in response to the introduction 
of a colossal roadbuilding program by the newly re- 
elected Conservative government. This program 
was quickly identified by environmentalists as the 
gravest threat to the natural environment in the 
British Isles. Several hundred years of urbanization 
has already devastated the landscape, flora and 
fauna. For example, Sherwood Forest is now mainly 
lost to concrete and tarmac. 

As one of the smallest and most densely popu- 
lated nations on earth, the UK is obviously already 
obscenely overdeveloped and polluted. Car num- 
bers have doubled in the last 30 years and are 
projected to double again in the 
next 20. UK Earth Firstfers, who 
see massive roasdstone quarries as 
the heart of the new-roads mon- 
ster, are increasingly determined 
to strike a mortal blow to the evil 
Lord Hanson's (owner of ARC) 
quarry expansion ambitions and 
stop more roads from bringing 
more traffic, more quarries, pollu- 
tion and decay. 

Hills Not Holes 
Hanson's latest proposal, cur- 
rently being considered by the UK 
Government, means that produc- 
tion at Whatley would rise from 
five million tonnes a year to 10 
million — eight times the annual 
continued on page 7 


An Open Lutterto 
the Endangered 
Species Coalition 

by Kieran Suckling 

Last fall the environmental movement narrowly 
avoided a humiliating and disastrous crushing of 
the Endangered Species Act (ESA). Congress was 
positioning to bring a vote on ESA reauthorization 
and not a single environmental bill was in the 
running. Not a single environmental bill was even 
developed. Environmentalists were so inexplicably 
absent that Wayne Gilchrest (R-MD) was able to 
pass off his ESA gutting bill as "moderate." He even 
gained the endorsement of Defenders of Wildlife, 
National Wildlife Federation, and the Wilderness 
Society. The Endangered Species Coalition took a 
"neutral" position on the bill and to this day has not 
denounced it. How did the environmental move- 
ment allow ESA reauthorization to become a choice 
between evisceration by Gilchrest or destruction by 
Pombo/Young? 

Karyn Strickler was right when she wrote in the 
Samhain, 1995, issue of the Earth First! Journal: "Just 
as in 1 994, when I directed the national Endangered 
Species Coalition, there is still no leadership among 
national groups for preserving or strengthening the 
ESA. There is still no courage. There is still no 
national environmental group willing to take real 
responsibility..." But why did we expect or wait for 
the nationals to do anything else? Why haven't the 
grassroots, which comprise the majority of Coali- 
tion member groups, taken responsibility for ESA 
reauthorization, ensuring a strong bill? 

The deferral of a floor vote has given us a second 
chance. Gingrich pulled the vote because the Re- 
publicans are feeling the backlash against their 

continued on page 26 
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Diversity Shouldn’t Divide Us 


Well, here I am at the Earth First! Journal working this 
month as a short-term editor. Most of the year I canvass for 
Greenpeace. So how did I get here? Didn't the Journal hang 
Greenpeace out to dry in the last issue? As Leslie Hemstreet 
(co-editor) puts it, I'm cross-pollinating within the move- 
ment. As of late, some of my goals have been to explore the 
many aspects of the environmental movement and to break 
down the barriers between groups. This work definitely has 
its positives and negatives as all things do. It's great to be a 
part of many different cam- 
paigns and projects, but you can 
sometimes end up feeling like 
your effectiveness is diluted. You u 

sometimes feel caught in the '! 

crossfire. One word of advice 1 T Hi 

heard about this crois-pollinat- \ ft 

ing was, "Don't get stung." i > 

It used to seem that finding a J'* . t ^ lK\ 

niche in the movement and fo- ' ' : 

cusing energy in that one area 
would be ideal. However, it seems 
that so often we find lour place v 

and bury ourselves tljere shut- ^ w 

ting ourselves off from the many 
other efforts aimed at the same 'ris / 

goal. We even spend tiiyie doing 

work that has already been done. ^ y® 

At this point, it seems vital to 
move within the movement. Be- 'foytvy jfc 
sides, staying within one niche I WJ 
would be just too easy. 

So, what better place than the 
Journal to experience the joys 
and frustrations of the environ- 
mental movement! We get ar- 
ticles flowing in from all afound 
the country and the world. Just 
as working with many different 
groups is empowering and edu- 
cational, so is reading amd compiling these many ideas, 
strategies and adventures] However, the frustrations of the 
movement are also quite evident. So many articles are 
centered around criticizing and bashing one another. Much 
of it seems like energy that could be better spent. I thought 
Shell, Exxon, and Boise Cascade were the enemies. 

We are a non-conforming bunch. We strive for diversity, 
both biological and socianThis is one of the things that 
makes us strong and effective, but we cannot let this diversity 
divide us. We will not always agree, but it seems essential to 
complement one another's work and come together in mass 
direct action scenarios that will be both effective and per- 
suade more and more people\to put the Earth First! 

Some of the most powerful Actions I've taken part in have 
been at the Nevada Test Site wrtere over a thousand people 
from all around the country came together to stand in the 
face of evil. Not only were these actions effective, but the 


energy created there gavlt us the strength that we needed 
to go back to our communities and continue the struggle. 

This past summer, the Ecology Center, based in 
Missoula, Montana, organized a Forest Action Camp that 
was great. Activists from a\l around the country and 
many different background's came together to share 
ideas, experiences, and strategies. It created hope that we 
could work together as a diverse movement. 

With the passage of the salvage rider, I have found 

myaelf in extreme situations. 
At one point I was living on 
a logging road at Warner 
Creek \ working with 
backopuntry activists. At an- 
^ ^ other V°int 1 was * n ^ 

^ nC OU *j^ eS n ° r c * e ^ ne< ^ 

we so oftentipncern ourselves 
r ing what we Jknow is right, in 

movement mat will "main- 




BRIGID 


By Peggy Sue McRae 

Imbolic is the feast of Brigid, Celtic Goddess of inspiration. It is said 
that all poets descend from Brigid and that it is she who dispenses 
wisdom. Brigid is also the goddess of healing and the goddess of the 
smith's forge. It is she who guides the shape changing of metal 
through fire. 

Now is the time to shape the ideas that will be acted upon in 
summer. Days lengthen as the shift from winter into spring begins. 
Within the Earth irrepressible yearnings for the sun's fiery energy 
waken and stir in seeds and roots. Brigid holds the fire while the 
world sleeps. In parts of west Ireland invocations to Brigid are still 
said while banking fire down for the night. At her night forge she 
shapes the soul of the world. 
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If It Ain’t Broke, Don’t Fix It 

You'd never know from the op-ed in the Yule '95 Mng is bullshit. You're supposed to be stopping and K- we have all joined hands and circled up for a 10- 
EF! Journal, "Don't Take Orders from Anyone" that I opposing industry..." It then blasts us for negotiat- hour meeting before trespassing? They expected 
Headwaters forest was and is facing several immedi- [\ ing with the cops over traffic and arrest details and some kind of order. The tactics were announced to 
ate threats. It's always difficult to decide whether to \\sardonically asks, "Whatever happened to No Com-] thousands of potential attendees through mailings 
answer a clueless critic. However, because the critic promise in Defense of Mother Earth." The words and at huge concerts in the weeks prior. We carried 
is Randy Ghent, four-year veteran of the Redwood / hav e a nice ring, but nowhere is it explained h ow out the action we set out to do. And it was awesome. 
Action Team, I feel compelled to respond to his e nsuring thesafety of children and elders, fo r whorq My greatest concern about "Don't Take Orders 
parade of false accusations. I Uu s action was designed, compromises the Earth) From Anyone" is that it insults the intelligence and 

I will share this update with you first, because the H)id we unwittingly fork over a large piece of Head- commitment of the 264 people who were arrested 
Earth comes first. There are two Appellate Court waters Forest? Cops defend industry's privilege but by calling them "disempowered." It is actually that 
hearings which Pacific Lumber (PL) is trying to are not its decision-makers nor negotiators. We statement that is potentially disempowering. It as- 
expedite. They could be decided as early as January, consensed not to block traffic that day before we sumes that most participants are sheep who will just 
though April is more likely. One challenges Marbled met with the cops and PL. We needed new people follow the shepherds, whom the editorial deems 
Murrelet versus PL. Additionally, PL has a road plan badly. Thus we chose to create a relatively safe but "activist-police." Is the op-ed trying to ensure that 

that, if denied by the state in January, they will powerful action that anyone could participate in. new activists will not return? This is dangerous, 

appeal. Blockade actions are ongoing in the Albion Shall we exclude the "mass action with newcomers” even traitorous turf to tread on. 

River Watershed in Mendocino County, as well, tactic from our toolbox because it might involve The editorial dragged Jan Lunberg of the Alliance for 

Call the Mendocino Environmental Center at (707) working out details with cops? The answer is situ- a Paving Moratorium into the debate and quoted him 

468-1660 or the South Humboldt Radical Environ- ational, and our success speaks for itself. denouncing the action. If Jan wanted to organize a 

mental Center (SHREAC) at (707) 923-DEMO. Now Most arrestees agreed to the method of arrest pedestrian critical mass action, he could have proposed 



back to the side show. ahead of time. The infinitesimal number of people one. Of course, that scenario would have to include the 

Nobody was giving orders at the demonstration who were dissatisfied with the arrest scenario could potential pepper spraying and clubbing of hundreds of 
t — i c i oo< new volunteers, subsequent hospital runs, jail 

support, dealing with dozens of vandalized cars 
(there were 800 there), and ahem, convincing 
a large crowd that they should come on up to 
Humboldt County for that kind of action in the 
first place. Jan, however, was kind enough to 
allow us to use his office and equipment for 
subsequent actions. 

The editorial mocks rally organizers for 
telling "rally attendees that the [court] vic- 
tory was in part caused by the rally rather 
than solely based on the merits of the case 
through well-articulated legal argument." 
Most of us know by now that there is a 
synergy between direct actions and lawsuits. 
More than once, as with this rally and the 
Albion Nation Uprising, lawyers have de- 
cided to file suits only after protesters dis- 
played their commitment to get arrested. So 
while the editorial purports to know how 
the judge made her decision, it neglects how 
the action's spirit affects our lawyer's will- 
putting lumber companies on notice mat ingness to get involved in a suit. 


we could mobilize thousands of people. A new Earth have waited 12 hours for the next gate blockade or Perhaps the Journal needs to engage in some fact 


First! contingent moved onto the scene, giving us 
veterans a break. New people are writing their own 
press releases and organizing their own actions and 
legal support. So why must our local group learn of 
an activist's gripes not at the almost daily meetings 
we had during two months of base camp, but in the 
pages of the Earth First! JoumaP 
The movement must understand the difference 


the over two dozen more to follow. The decision to 
get arrested one by one instead of en masse was 
designed to prolong the action, tie up authorities, 
and allow new arrestees the chance to feel individu- 
ally the power of both their arrest and the police 
state. It was introductory — and designed to recruit, 
which it did in abundance. It was so empowering 
that 60 people chose to be arrested even after the 


checking, particularly in editorials involving inter- 
nal accusations. At least those criticized should be 
offered a response in the same issue. Even better, 
that Journal space should have been used for a call 
to action, not a call to faction. I responded with 
utter reluctance and only with the encouragement 
of the Journal staff. With Headwaters Forest in im- 
mediate peril, 1 hope never to have to squander my 


between tactics and strategy. The op-ed quotes 
Chris K. of Sea Defense Alliance, "I think negotiat- 


court order came down. Certainly, the entire 2,400 
at the rally didn't consense to every detail. Should 


time on such nonsense again. Earth First! 

— Darryl Cherney 


Letters to the Editor(ial Staff) 

Dear Editors, For Gaia Forever, body with a penis give them a 

A big coyote howl for Randy —Beverly Cherner call and get it fixed up. 

Ghent's articulate piece critiqu- Yours Truly, 

ing the September 15 action for Dear Mr./Mrs. Potato Brains: —N. Tuber 

the Headwaters (Yule 1995). It Well I was sittin' back with PS quit putting all that gram- 
was an excellent counterpoint my feets on the stove enjoying mar in my letters if wanted all that 

to opinion pieces that once a big bowl of radish soup and grammar I would get a P.H. Dee. 
upon a time appeared in the browsing all that unpolite talk 

Journal, which were mostly in your newspaper when it came Dear Earth First! Journal, 

mudslinging rants targeting spe- to me I forgot to tell you all I heartily endorse Craig 

cific individuals. what happened. Snip-snip just Stehr's brilliant plan for an Earth 

Too often Earth Firstlers avoid like that and I'm a harmless First! boycott of the 1996 elec- 

debating tactics for fear of of- spermless little tuber oncet for tions (Yule 1995). 1 really think 

fending other activists. It's es- all. I recommend it but it was this is a wonderful idea! In fact, 
sential to distinguish between most unpleasant as I think I why not have al environmen- 

ideas and individuals. Randy's spent almost a hour in Doc's talists, radical women, minori- 

article demonstrates that we can office getting the little no-see- ties, homosexual and left-lean- 
have meaningful dialogue about um buggers clipped. Also it hurt ing types in general boycott the 
the effectiveness of tactics with- some for a whole day nearly, 1996 elections! Craig, if you 

out attacking anyone person- not to mention the expense. think the 1994 election has pro- 

ally. Cost almost as much as a two duced some wonderful results 

We don't all need to agree; as year supply of The Pill. But already think of how much bet- 

in the rest of nature, diversity is there’s no schemeing little cuss ter 1996 could be! For one thing, 

our strength. Debate and dis- down there in my deepest and we'd get a Republican president, 

cussion— respectful of the fact smelliest underground waiting Plus a 100 percent Republican 

that all eco-activists are doing for his chance to sprout, nei- House of Representatives and a 

their best — keep our movement ther. Planned Parenthood did a 75 percent Republican Senate, 

healthy and evolving. very nice job, I suggest every- Most state legislatures and gov- 



Keeping 
your letters 
under 300 
words could 
make you a 
millionaire. 


ernorships would be in Republi- 
can control. Wouldn't that be 
great, Craig? In just a few 
months, all environmental laws 
could be repealed! The defense 
budget could be doubled ! All pub- 
lic lands could be given to my 
friends in the mining, ranching 
and timber industries! Most so- 
cial programs\ could be elimi- 
nated. Taxes qn the wealthy 
would be repealed. Best of all, all 
environmentalists would be im- 
prisoned as terrorists! Serves 


them right! 

I'm not sure if all this would 
eliminate the "hallucination of 
materialism"\Craig, but it sure 
as hell would be a gas! So re- 
member all you greens, femo- 
nazis, negroes and pinko 
commies out thdre — boycott elec- 
tion 19961 Right'bn Craig! 

Warm regards, 

— Newt Gingrich 


continued on page 30 
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An Adventure Bold and Daring 


by Jonathan Paul 

On December 5, 1995, five activists 
from the Sea Defense Alliance(SeDnA) 
blockaded a 300-foot vessel off the 
coast of Santa Barbara, California. We 
used an 18-foot boat to stop Exxon 
from doing geographical seismic test- 
ing to find oil. 

Exxon Corporation's project, sched- 
uled to continue 24 hours a day until 
the end of January, has been using 250- 
decibel seismic blasts to 
search for oil. The com- 
pany shoots sound waves 
deep into the ocean floor 
at an angle that reflects 
off oil pockets and 
bounces back to receiving 
equipment. These danger- 
ous sound echoes provide 
a fairly accurate picture of 
the composition of the un- 
derground strata much 
like an x-ray explores our 
insides. Conveniently, 

Exxon has managed to by- 
pass public opinion and 
the Coastal Commission 
and has avoided doing a 
proper EIS . Only one En- 
vironmental Assessment 
was done using outdated 
information from 1986. 
Environmental groups 
like the Environmental 
Defense Center, American 
Oceans, and the Sierra 
Club Legal Defense Fund 
have done nothing but al- 
low Exxon to continue 
testing with only minor 
restrictions. 

A 250-decibel blast is 
like putting your ear to a 
police siren. You can 
imagine what it would 
sound like if you were an 
ocean critter with low-decibel-fre- 
quency hearing. This sound has deaf- 
ened marine mammals. "Environmen- 
tal" groups and Exxon are claiming to 
have solved the problem by placing a 
monitor with a pair of binoculars on 
all seismic testing vessels to spot any 
marine mammals within 300 feet of 
the vessel. If animals are spotted, the 
ship must shut down its seismic arrays 


immediately. There are two major 
problems with this "thorough" moni- 
toring system. Marine mammals do 
not hang on the surface of the water 
and that very loud seismic blasts travel 
farther than 300 feet. You do not have 
to be a rocket scientist to figure out 
how painful the blast would be. How- 
ever, Exxon executives almost always 
get their way and are now able to test 
for black gold. 

When SeDnA heard that other envi- 


ronmental groups had capitulated and 
testing would proceed, we felt that 
physically blocking Exxon at sea was 
the only course of action left. We 
drove with our flagship, the Auk's Re- 
venge, in tow to Gaviota, California, 
about 30 miles north of Santa Barbara, 
to launch. As we pulled into the park- 
ing lot, we saw the Mintrop, Exxon's 
seismic testing boat, with arrays drag- 


ging behind, a mere one and a half 
miles off the coast. Excited and ready 
for action, we prepared to put the 
Auk's Revenge, into the water. Unfor- 
tunately, the dock was too small. We 
were forced to drive to Santa Barbara 
to launch. Other unforeseen circum- 
stances arose postponing our launch 
until early the next morning. 

We began our trip northward in 
three to four-foot swells hoping to 
spot the Mintrop. Lacking a Global 
Positioning System, we 
were forced to rely on our 
eyes and a small compass. 
Half a tank of gas and three 
hours later we arrived in 
Gaviota as a thick fog 
rolled in. By noon, with 
the fog barely thinning 
and aware that we were 
low on money, gas and 
daylight, we went in 
search of Exxon's ship. 
Passing by the roaring, 
clanking Exxon oil plat- 
forms, we began to worry 
that we would never find 
the boat. Finally, pretend- 
ing to be a dive boat cap- 
tain, I called the Mintrop 
to ask her position. With 
the coordinates the ships 
captain gave us, we 
scrambled over our paper 
coastal map on the floor 
of the boat trying to pin- 
point its exact location. 
With no luck I hailed the 
^ Mintrop again and asked 
| how far they were from 
■? Gaviota. The captain said 
| that the ship was 1 6 miles 
§■ southeast of our position. 
Pointing the compass, we 
drove into the fog to con- 
tinue our search. 

With the day growing 
old and our frustration increasing, we 
were losing hope. Suddenly, out of the 
fog bank the ship appeared about a 
mile from us. Immediately, I radioed 
the ship demanding they shut their 
engine down and halt the testing. The 
captain asked us to identify ourselves. 

I politely refused saying we were an 
environmental group opposed to the 
seismic project. We then pointed our 


bow on an intercept course and moved 
in. As we came within a quarter mile of 
the 300-foot ship the captain tooted 
his horn 4 times asking us to give way. 
We returned with a 4 blast signal. Ten- 
sion was high; ramming seemed immi- 
nent. However, the large ship cut its 
engines and slowed to a halt in front of 
our 18-foot boat. I kept the boat in gear 
and did tight circles in front of the bow 
coming within 15 feet of the big ship. 
As the fog cleared, we realized that 
Exxon was using two ships. We had 
not confronted the Mintrop, as we had 
thought, but the Geco Sigma. We had 
effectively stopped both ships because 
they were working in unison, one blast- 
ing and the other receiving the signals 
from about two miles away. 

With a helicopter overhead, a des- 
perate radio call by Exxon to a nearby 
Navy patrol boat for help and the 
Coast Guard en route, we stared down 
the 300-foot ships. The David-and- 
Goliath syndrome was in effect. As 
daylight was fading and our gas sup- 
ply was running out, we reluctantly 
broke off the blockade and headed 
back to Santa Barbara. We felt awe- 
some when we saw a pod of hundreds 
of dolphins swimming by headed to- 
ward the test site. 

When we returned to the Santa Bar- 
bara dock, we got the expected Coast 
Guard lecture about blocking large, 
unmanuverable ships. Luckily, we got 
no citations. 

All-in-all we felt the action was a 
success. SeDnA took a stand against 
one of the largest corporations in the 
world and stopped them for a while. 
The Sea Defense Alliance has vowed to 
keep on Exxon's tail. It is time to 
defend marine life not sell it to the 
highest bidder. We must stop the de- 
struction of the ocean. 

SeDnA plans to do more actions in 
the future, but as usual we are broke 
and in need of money and supplies 
such as: A 120-foot icebreaker, smaller 
assault boats (inflatable preferred), a 
Global Positioning System, binocu- 
lars, a computer, more activists, ma- 
rine band radios, life jackets, scuba 
gear, wet suits, a video camera (8mm 
preferred) and, once more, boatloads 
of money so we may confront the 
corporate sea rapers again and again. 



The David and Goliath syndrome in effect! 


MAXXAM AND HURWITZ MUST PAY 


by David Kupfer 

In a move heralded by environmentalists as long 
overdue, the Federal Office of Thrift Supervision 
(OTS) recently filed charges against MAXXAM In- 
corporated of Houston Texas, MAXXAM Chairman 
Charles Hurwitz and several other parties that the 
agency claims contributed to the failure of United 
Savings association of Texas in 1988. That failure 
cost the Federal Government's insurance fund in 
excess of $1.6 billion. One of MAXXAM's prime 
assets is the property which contains the Headwa- 
ters forest, the 3000 acre plot of land which is the 
largest unprotected redwood grove in the world, 
located just east of Eureka, California. Numerous 
protests by environmentalists and concerned citi- 
zens have taken place here in recent months be- 
cause of scheduled forest destruction 

OTS filed 13 separate claims against the respon- 
dents for violations of numerous federal regula- 
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tions and for multiple unsafe and unsound prac- 
tices. The agency is pursuing an unspecified amount 
of restitution. In addition, OTS is seeking $889,000 
in civil money penalties, and the prohibition of all 
six individuals charged, including Hurwitz. 

Hurwitz controls MAXXAM, Federated and United 
Financial, which in turn controlled United States 
Savings from at least 1985 until its failure. United 
Federal is currently involved in involuntary bank- 
ruptcy. United Savings, with assets of $4-$6 billion, 
failed and was placed in receivership on December 
30,1988. At that time, United Savings was no more 
than $500 million short of its minimum regulatory 
capitol requirement. 

OTS charged that United Financial did not live 
up to a written agreement to maintain the net 
worth of United Savings at required levels. In 1983, 
the agreement had been a condition of regulatory 
approval for the merger of United Savings and 
Houston First American of Texas, another Houston 


thrift. As a result of failing to comply with the 
condition of approval and as part of a joint settle- 
ment with the Federal Deposit Insurance Corpora- 
tion (FDIC) and the OTS, the Hurwitz controlled 
United Financial consented on December 13, 1995, 
to a cease and desist order and to pay at least $9.45 
million in restitution, subject to approval by bank- 
ruptcy court. 

Veteran Northcoast environmentalists say they 
are pleased that the US taxpayers will have the 
opportunity for financial restitution from those 
guilty of Savings and Loan raids in the 1980's. In 
addition, they are hopeful these charges will add 
further fuel to the proposed "debt for nature" swap 
being pursued in order to preserve the Headwaters 
forest. They would also be pleased to see the Depart- 
ment of Justice recognize the various felonies as 
violation of federal banking laws and file formal 
criminal charges and criminal indictments against 
the MAXXAM executives. 




Happy Holidays Jot Hyundai 


by Kris Maenz 

With unprecedented speed and force Hyundai 
Electronics of America, a semiconductor manufac- 
turing company, has invaded Eugene, Oregon with 
a new manufacturing operations scheme. The com- 
pany plans to destroy 205 acres of wetlands in its 
quest to build a 1,139,800 square-foot, chemical 
spewing factory. When completed the three-phase 
facility will produce D-RAM chips. It will use at least 
75 toxic chemicals and millions of gallons of water 
a day in the production process. By-products from 
the plant will include metal solutions and highly 
toxic gases as well as spent solvents, acids and bases. 

The State of Oregon and the local greed-driven 
Eugene Chamber of Commerce not only invited 
Hyundai to destroy the Willow Creek wetlands but 
presented them with numerous tax breaks and ease- 
ments. The city has continued to ignore public 
outcry, signing grading permits and allowing 24 
hour construction at the site. Shady backroom deals 
and dark-alley handshakes brought Hyundai to the 
Willamette Valley. Earth First! plans on kicking 
them out. 

Our "in their face" style of activism began early on 
December 20th when the Earth First! Journal re- 
ceived an anonymous phone call about tree-cutting 
at the Willow Creek site. A quick trip to the wetlands 
and an emergency meeting prepared us for a long 
week of actions against Hyundai. 

December 21 — Hyundai decided to hold a "gosh- 
you're-stupid-enough-to-invite-us-to-your-town" 
press conference at the Hilton. Earth First! was not 
invited but we went anyway. Clad in camo, street 
clothes or business suits we sat patiently as D.S. 
Shyn, Hyundai's project manager, began reading 
his prewritten, back-patting propaganda. After about 



Hammers for Hyundai 


three minutes of nauseating lies Craig became dis- 
gusted. He jumped from his seat, dashed to the 
podium, grabbed Hyundai's pretty company chart 
and smashed it yelling, "You people make me want 
to throw up!" The crowd went wild. Hunter, in a suit 
and tie, snagged the media's attention, reading off 
a list of Hyundai's atrocities while the rest of us 
screamed at Hyundai to get out of North America 
and off the planet. Like a robot Shyn continued to 
read his prefabricated speech. After about ten min- 
utes of yelling we left. No one was arrested. That 
evening the first of many candlelight vigils took 
place at the Willow Creek wetlands. 

December 22 — Three hours before sunrise, six 
camouflaged activists were dropped at the far end of 
the site. Under cover of darkness and fog the Earth 
Firstlers stealthily crossed to the dormant ground- 
breaking equipment and courageously locked Randy 
to a backhoe. Sunrise revealed a few cold sign- 
carrying activists and one chilly, chained-down 
dude. By noon, when Randy was cut free, Judge 
Hogan (yep, the same pro-salvage rider judge plagu- 
ing Warner Creek and the entire northwest) had 
declined to issue a restraining order against Hyundai. 
Construction would begin. 

Soon after machinery started ripping into the wet 
ground, three well-hidden gentlemen dashed from 
a tangle of blackberries onto a nearby dozer. Not so 
quickly, Jacob was locked to the machine as Wes 
and Kevin began the harrowing job of making sure 
the equipment operators understood the signifi- 
cance of having a person locked to their toys. After 
some yelling, mud-slinging, jogging, and a power 
grinder, all three were hauled to jail. 

December 24 — The sound of frogs joined the 
melodious voices of about 60 anti-Hyundai carol- 
ers. Trenches and mounds of dirt created a back- 
ground for the six o'clock news which went live 
from the West Eugene site. 

December 26 — Dawn found a crowd of banner- 
holding, mantra-chanting activists at the Hyundai 
construction site. When the machines started, ten 
people ran around the lightweight plastic fence 
marking the sites borders and scrambled onto the 
muddy, scarred landscape. In the confusion that 
ensued, Anne and Willow managed to lock to a 
bulldozer and spent the next two hours singing and 
chanting to anyone who would listen. Meanwhile, 
a crowd of individuals aimlessly dashed about the 
site wreaking havoc for about half an hour. Mick, 
driven insane by the brou-ha-ha, attempted to stop 
a backhoe barehanded and was conveniently locked 
to it by a security guard. By nightfall two activists 
were in jail. Anne was released because she's an 
emancipated minor. 

December 27 — A press conference was held at 
City Hall to challenge county officials, Hyundai and 
the citizens of Eugene to come to a public meeting 
about wetlands destruction. 



Willow and Anne lock-down 


January 1 — To bring in the new year, people 
gathered in front of the local Hyundai car dealership 
to draw the connection between the huge conglom- 
erate and the destruction of wetlands in Eugene. A 
large crowd had just gathered in front of the lot 
when a 1 985 Hyundai pulled up and died. The angry 
driver, a misplaced Montana vegan, jumped out of 
the car and began smashing the windshield. The 
mob went wild and in a mere eight minutes had 
completely destroyed the vehicle using picks and 
hammers. A quick cleanup and rapid getaway en- 
sured no arrests or tickets. 

January 8 — The town meeting went well. Al- 
though very few officials and no Hyundai repre- 
sentatives showed up, hundreds of concerned citi- 
zens did. Many of them plan to come to our non- 
violence training and hopefully will want to get 
arrested. 

Hyundai is not off the hook. We plan to continue 
our fight to keep them, as well as other multina- 
tional corporations, out of the West. The State of 
Oregon is turning the Willamette Valley into the 
"silicon forest." Earth First! activists are standing in 
the way. 


Salvage Rider Challenged in Federal Court 


On December 15, 1995, the Biodiversity Legal Foundation (BLF) and the 
Alabama wilderness Alliance (AVVaj rued suit ,jn Federal District Court in 
Montgomery against the US Forest Service (USFS)XJT ie lawsuit challenges the 
constitutionality of the Timber Salvage Rider contained in the 1995 Rescissions 
Bill, Public Law 104-19. The suit also challenges the legality of the USFS decision 

S jrovide a series of massive salvage timber sales covering 15,000 acres on the 
necuh National Forest in Alabama under the Rider. The Forest Service claims 
t this logging is necessary to salvage blown-down timber resulting from 
Hurricane Opal, which swept through the area on October 4, 1995. 

The suit filed by the BLF and AWA is the first in the nation to contest the 
constitutionality of the rider. Because it suspends all normally applicable 
conservation laws and drastically reduces the relief a federal judge can grant to 
prevent abuse of the national forests, the rider amounts to nothing less than a 
blatant violation of the right to due process, the right to equal protection, the 
right to petition the government for a redress of grievances, and the separation 
of powers. 

This "logging without laws," as it has been characterized, means that the 
Forest Service and large corporate logging companies do not have to comply 
with the Endangered Species Act, the National Environmental Policy Act, the 
Clean Water Act, or any other laws when they cut national forests. Radical 
conservatives in the US Congress rushed the rider through both the House and 
Senate without adequate public discussion or disclosure of impacts and in the 


process, emasculated 25 years of conservation law designed to protect the 
public interest. "It is clear that many of these massive salvage timber sales are 
being conducted for the sole benefit of large forest industries and do not relate 
to forest health issues," noted Ray Vaughn, attorney for the BLF and AWA. 

"The rider is vague and unreasonable, and violates the Due Process clause in 
the Fifth Amendment of the United States Constitution. The wording of the 
rider is such that no reasonable person can decipher its meaning. Insect 
infestations and dead and down trees are an important and normal part of 
healthy, functioning forest ecosystems. The vague and indecipherable rider 
precludes the public from making reasoned comments and from engaging in 
meaningful participation in the democratic process... and the rider thus 
violates due process. There are no reasonable definitions to clarify the compli- 
cated and unusual provisions of the Act," added Vaughn. 

Under the rider, the federal judge must rule on the case within 45 days. If the 
BLF and AWA prevail in this important Alabama case, it will have nationwide 
implications on how the Forest Service conducts its salvage sales. 

— Biodiversity Legal Foundation 

Your financial support of the Biodiversity Legal Foundation makes this and other bold 
legal actions possible. Send your tax-deductible donation to this kickass group at BLF, 
2004 8th St., Suite F, Boulder, CO 80302. 
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War Games in Innu Homeland to Escalate 



by Alexis Lathem 

In an uncanny symmetry, what 
was by most historical accounts the 
first place in North America to have 
been stumbled upon by European 
adventurers, the Labrador peninsula, 
was also one of the last places on the 
continent and in the world to be 
explored in any detail. It remains, 
for the most part, undisturbed. Early 
accounts of Labrador invariably use 
the word "desolate" in their descrip- 
tions. Audubon, who visited Labra- 
dor in 1833, described it as, "The 
most extensive and dreariest wilder- 
ness I have ever beheld." Yet 
Labrador's mantle of desolation has 
also been its guardian, so that today 
it teems with life like few other places 
in the world. With the largest tracts 
of unbroken woodlands on the con- 
tinent, Labrador provides refuge for 
many species that have been driven 
to extinction elsewhere. It is home 
to the largest herd of free roaming 
ungulates in the world, the George 
River Caribou Herd, estimated at 
nearly a million. Labrador is also 
home to the Innu, the indigenous 
people that have lived in the area for 
thousands of years. 

The first industrial intrusions into 
Labrador came with the militariza- 
tion of the Canadian Arctic and sub- 
arctic in the 1940s and 50s. When the 
US Air Force built Canada's largest 
airfield during World War II in the 
heart of the Innu homeland, the still 
nomadic Innu would have been un- 
aware of the war that was raging across 
the ocean. In the 1 950's Labrador was 
chosen as a strategic site for practic- 
ing war games in preparation for a 
conflict with the Soviet Union. Be- 
cause of the similarity of its terrain 
and because of its location with re- 
spect to the Soviet Union, Labrador 
was strung up in the web of enemy 
defense radar systems in the expecta- 
tion of an invasion over the North 
Pole. Eventually, the US abandoned 
the base (bequeathing to Canada its 
toxic legacy). Canada continued the 
war games, however, leasing out La- 
brador airspace to NATO countries 
for low-level flying exercises. Now 
that the cold war is ostensibly over, 
military justification for low-level fly- 
ing practice over the Labrador tundra 
and taiga is tenuous at best. 

During the 1980s, low-level flying 
escalated to a level that became intol- 
erable to the Innu. Their hunting 
camps were consistently menaced by 
jet bombers screaming overhead at 
altitudes as low as 100 feet and by 
thousand-pound dummy bombs fall- 
ing from the sky. In response, the 
Innu launched what may well be the 
longest running, most persistent non- 
violent campaign in Canada's his- 
tory. Entire communities occupied 
the runways and consequently filled 
the jails, with harsher and harsher 
penalties being handed down over 
the years. Today the Canadian De- 
partment of National Defence (DND) 
is pushing for yet another escalation 
of these activities. The Innu's cam- 
paign to stop the flights continues 
well into its second decade. 

In response to what had become a 
high profile campaign receiving wide- 
spread international support, the Ca- 


nadian government conducted an en- 
vironmental impact study. The DND 
also agreed to develop a so-called 
avoidance program, so that "sensi- 
tive areas" could be excluded from 
the fly zones. To the outrage of the 
Innu, on May 1, 1995 the Canadian 
Environmental Review Panel (EARP) 
released the conclusions of its study 
on the effects of low-level flying. Al- 
though it took eight years and $16 
million to complete, the panel of 
"experts" concluded that the evidence 
of negative impacts on the environ- 
ment and on the Innu was inconclu- 
sive. Furthering the outrage, the panel 
recommended the number of train- 
ing exercises be doubled. The detailed 
testimony and heart-wrenching ap- 
peals of the Innu were altogether ig- 
nored. A second bombing range (ap- 
proximately the size of the State of 
Vermont), ground-level combat prac- 
tice and forward firing weapons were 
all given the green light by the panel. 
Furthermore, the avoidance program 
was essentially scrapped because there 
were found to be too many "sensitive 
areas" for it to be practicable. In other 
words, the co-existence of wildlife 
and low-level jet bombers was deemed 
impossible, but it is the wildlife, not 
the bombers, that will have to find 
somewhere else to go. 

It is hard to see how $16 million of 
expert analysis could find no evi- 
dence of negative impacts. The inde- 
scribable noise of the jet bombers, 
which is unlike anything most of us 
have ever experienced and far ex- 
ceeds the industrial noise we are ac- 
customed to, is so loud that it actu- 
ally exceeds the pain threshold for 
humans. The experience of being 
overflown by a jet at an altitude of 
100 feet is, clinically speaking, a form 
of injury. The force of the jets is 
enough to lift the water off of lakes, 
and to flip Innu hunters in their ca- 
noes. The Innu hunters, who know 
the land intimately, have witnessed 
the effects on the animals, who have 
far more sensitive hearing than us. 


Birds die of shock; startled foxes de- 
vour their kits; caribou become dis- 
oriented and die of starvation; geese 
drop their eggs in mid-air. And when 
the jets have come and gone, in the 
instantaneous flash of a lightening 
bolt, the exhaust fumes have left a 
poisonous black film over foliage, over 
the moss-carpeted forest floor and 
over the innumerable lakes and 
streams where fish turn belly up and 
wash ashore. 

Long before the environmental as- 
sessment was concluded, the Innu 
had decided to boycott what was ob- 
viously a biased process. "Why doesn't 
the Canadian public see the inherent 
bias of a process, where the federal 
government is establishing the terms 
for a review of its own program?" asks 
Daniel Ashini, Director of Innu Rights 
and the Environment. "It's like ask- 
ing McDonalds to conduct a study on 
whether or not it makes good ham- 
burgers. Of course they are going to 
say they make the best hamburgers in 
the world." 

The cynicism of the EARP's recom- 
mendations is apparent. How is it 
that eight years of "expert" analysis 
and $16 million did not establish 
what is readily apparent to common 
sense, or at what has already been 
established by the participating Eu- 
ropean governments 'who have 
banned or severely restricted low-level 
flying in their own countries? Did the 
panel members ever ask themselves, 
"If these flights do not pose a threat 
to human health and to wildlife, then 
why do foreign governments spend a 
fortune to fly over Labrador instead 
of training in their own countries?" 

The answer is that the process was 
designed as a smoke screen, rather 
than as a sincere analysis of the im- 
pacts of low-level flying on wildlife. 
In fact, the panel members were in- 
structed by the Minister of the Envi- 
ronment on what their final recom- 
mendations would be. The conclu- 
sion that Canada should stop the 
flights would not be accepted by the 


government. One panel member who 
refused to go along with the scam 
resigned, citing close ties between 
panel members and the DND, exclu- 
sion of the Innu and the failure of 
panel members to adequately ac- 
quaint themselves with the issues. 

The response of the governments 
of Great Britain and Germany to the 
appeals of a people who are standing 
at the brink of cultural extinction has 
been that this is an internal Cana- 
dian affair, in which they will not 
intervene. However, an invasion by 
foreign military aircraft, whether 
simulated or real, is nevertheless an 
invasion. While the citizens of NATO 
countries enjoy the so-called security 
of the policies of deterrence, they do 
so at the expense of the peace and 
security of the Innu. The Netherlands 
has stated that it is "considering" the 
Innu's concerns. 

The governments of Germany, 
Great Britain, and the Netherlands 
are expected to renew their contracts 
(MOUs) with the Canadian Depart- 
ment of National Defence before 
March, 1996. 

After more than a decade of struggle, 
the Innu remain determined. Please 
write letters to these governments, 
reminding them that by participat- 
ing in war games in Nitassinan they 
are contributing to the cultural ex- 
tinction of the Innu people and glo- 
bal biological meltdown. 

•Mr. Helmut Kohl, chancellor of 
the Republic of Germany, Post Fach 
120535 53113, Bonn, Germany. 

•Mr. Malcolm Riskind, Minister of 
Defence, Main Building FOB 20701, 
Ministry of Defence, Whitehall, Lon- 
don UK SW 1A 2HB. 

•Dr. J.J.C. Voorhoeve, Minister of 
Defence, 2500 ES, The Hague, Neth- 
erlands. 

Contact the Friends of Nitassinan 
for more information. POB 804, 
Burlington, VT 05402; phone/fax: 
(802) 425-3820. 
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SM3 


Dam Construction continues Despite Energy Glut 


by The Friends of Nitassinan 

Construction on Hydro Quebec's St. 
Marguerite 3 (SM3) project is well un- 
derway. As many as 1,400 workers 
were at the construction site over the 
summer completing the 150-kilome- 
ter access road and blasting rock at the 
site of the rapids for the temporary 
diversion of the St. Marguerite River. 

The SM3 project is a mega-dam com- 
plex that will be the 14th dam on the 
territory of the Innu people in Eastern 
Quebec and Labrador, the land the 
Innu call Nitassinan. All of the dams 
that have been built in Nitassinan by 
Hydro Quebec (HQ) were completed 
without any environmental assess- 
ment and without consulting the Innu 
people. The SM3 project has been vig- 
orously opposed by the Innu, a com- 
munity of Mani-Utenam, who con- 
tinue to depend upon the fragile eco- 
systems threatened by the project for 
their physical, spiritual and cultural 


survival. Although the SM3 project was 
the first to go through an environmen- 
tal review, the recommendations of 
the environmental assessment panel, 
the BAPE, were ignored. The panel con- 
cluded that the demand for another 
megaproject could not be justified given 
the huge energy surplus in Quebec and 
that the environmental and social con- 
sequences would be too great. 

The most contested aspect of the 
SM3 proposal was a scheme to divert 
the headwaters of the pristine Moisie 
River. The Atlantic Salmon Federation 
has called the Moisie, "the most im- 
portant Atlantic Salmon river in North 
America." To the Innu of Mani- 
Utenam, it is the "Great River", and 
remains their most important tie to 
traditional life. 

Last February, HQ submitted a re- 
vised proposal to the government for 
authorization, because it could not 
win approval for its onerous plan to 
divert the Moisie's tributaries. Accord- 


ing to the BAPE, HQ should be re- 
quired to submit any modifications of 
the project to public review prior to 
government authorization. HQ not 
only has not done so, it has not even 
publicly released its decision. 

Because of its huge energy surplus, 
HQ canceled its only conservation pro- 
gram for residential consumers last 
summer. The energy that would have 
been saved through the program is 
equivalent to the amount that will be 
produced by SM3. Despite the fact that 
Quebec has a 4,000 megawatt surplus, 
HQ is spending $2.5 billion dollars 
towards further environmental and cul- 
tural degradation for the Innu people, 
to produce an additional 500-850 Mega- 
watts of unneeded power. 

While the construction was going 
on this summer, the Quebec public 
participated in the Energy Debates that 
were called for after the cancellation of 
the Great Whale project, the second 
phase of the massive James Bay Devel- 
opment Plan. The debates have come 
to a close, marking what may well be 
the end of the era of massive hydro 
projects in Quebec. 

According to Francois Tanguey of 
Greenpeace Quebec, who is on the 
Commission for the debates, the con- 
sensus, submitted in some 300 briefs 
from all sectors of the Quebec public, 
was that the people want to see energy 
conservation, rather than new 
megaprojects, as well as an end to 
1 political, top-down decision-making 
f. with respect to energy policy. 

& And yet hardly an echo was heard in 
| Quebec or Montreal from the sound of 
j* felled trees and rock blasting on the St. 
1 Marguerite river. 

15 "They're going through with the 
project," says Yvette Michel, an Innu 


from Mani-Utenam, "but it will be 
entirely useless." 

Vermont is dealing with an energy 
glut because of its 30-year contract 
with HQ, paying millions of dollars a 
year to HQ for power it does not even 
use. One Vermont utility is offering 
rate reductions to anyone who in- 
creases their electricity use, shame- 
fully encouraging wasteful overcon- 
sumption as a way of dealing with the 
surplus. And HQ is doing what it can 
to unload its energy surplus in other 
New England states. 

On December 13, New York utility 
Con Edison signed an agreement with 
HQfor the purchase of 400-700 mega- 
watts, beginning on April 1 , 1 999, and 
ending on March 31, 2004. Recalling 
that only 13 months ago, HQ an- 
nounced the postponement of the 
Great Whale project following New 
York's decision not to purchase power 
from HQ, this news is extremely wor- 
risome. The new contract is also being 
called "the most competitive on the 
market." We know that HQ is ped- 
dling its power in other states, particu- 
larly New Hampshire and Massachu- 
setts. It is time for New Englanders to 
watch the utility companies with ex- 
treme vigilance ! 

What You Can Do: 

Time is running out for all the indig- 
enous inhabitants of the St. Marguer- 
ite River watershed. 

Voice your opposition to SM3 by 
writing to the Quebec government: 

M. Jaques Brassard, Minister of En- 
vironment, 3900 rue de Marly, Sainte- 
Foy, PQG1X 4E4, Canada; M. Francois 
Gendron, Minister of Energy /Natural 
Resources, 5700 43 Avenue, Ouest, 
Charlesburg PQG1H 6R1 Canada. 



The Moisie River has been "temporarily saved" from Hydro-Quebec's plans to divert its headwaters 


Quarry Shut Down 

continued from the front page 

output of ARC'S next largest UK quarry. The quarry 
is already 290 acres in extent, 100 meters deep and 
a mile long. It is draining the surrounding country- 
side of its precious water supply, devastating the 
water table. Should the proposal to widen and 
deepen the quarry be approved, the ancient thermal 
springs from which the city of Bath gets its name 
may cool and diminish. Quarry deepening into the 
aquifer threatens further destruction to the water 
supply of about 600,000 people. Further dewatering 
would decimate valuable flora and fauna. 

Extensive quarrying over the last fifteen years has 
severely altered the landscape and diminished the 
natural beauty of the Men dip Hills. By 1950 an 
estimated 50 million tonnes of limestone had been 
removed from Mendips. We estimate that, to date, 
the present figure is over 300 million tonnes. If 
Hanson has his way, the next generation will see as 
much removed again from Whatley quarry alone. 

As well as being a vital aquifer, the area around 
Whatley quarry is a crucial "reservoir" of native 
English species, with many national and interna- 
tionally designated wildlife sites. 

Money Can't Buy You Love 

The quarry company has lavished big budgets 
over several years in PR and anti-environmentalist 
propaganda directed at soothing local opinion. 
They have played the "jobs versus the environ- 
ment" card as unscrupulously as may be expected. 
However, it is clear that whilst output has gone up, 
super-mechanization has seen jobs diminish. Tech- 
nicians have been imported instead of hiring local 
people, and these are temporary jobs anyway. The 
quarrying of a non-renewable resource is inherently 


unsustainable and denies, for future generations, 
the continuance of genuinely sustainable agricul- 
tural jobs. 

Realizing they were losing the propaganda war, 
Hanson/ARC attempted to bribe the local parish 
councils to drop their objections to the planned 
expansion. A little under half a million pounds was 
formally offered to be shared equally between adja- 
cent communities of Mells and Whatley/Chantry in 
the form of "community funds." Mass meetings of 
villagers indignantly rejected this blood money. 
Hoping to save face, the company then made the 
money offer unconditional. However, this had no 
effect on final formal ballots which confirmed the 
villagers' fierce opposition to the quarry expansion 
proposal. 

Bagpipes and Porridge 

Whilst Hanson/ARC were fouling up their PR, 
Earth First! was finalizing their non-violent direct 
action strategy. It was agreed that the action would 
be wholly confrontational with heavy advance pub- 
licity of venue and time. Two months of front 
publicity maximized numbers and heightened com- 
pany anxiety. Since a roadstone quarry's maximum 
deliveries are in the very early morning the idea of 
an overnight camp for protesters was suggested and 
taken up. The location, within easy striking dis- 
tance of the quarry was kept completely secret until 
the day before the hit. At the camp, arriving ve- 
hicles, once unloaded, were quickly dispersed, to 
foil any police blockade of the camp site. A no- 
alcohol rule was rigidly enforced, crucial to the pre- 
dawn start and quarry site safety. The afternoon and 
evening before the hit saw the camp crowded with 
eager protestors involved in various training work- 
shops, such as legal, informative and tactical. The 
camp also provided a creche and vegan catering 
services. In the evening musicians played as protest- 


ers settled in for an early night to be rudely awak- 
ened at 4 am by the wail of bagpipes. Spirits lifted as 
porridge and packed lunches were distributed and 
protesters gathered in their various affinity groups, 
before traveling to the quarry together. 

Under New Management 

Protestors were met at the quarry gate by Chief 
Druid King Arthur Pendragon with the ceremonial 
sword "Excalibur," flowing robes, beard, wooden 
staff and costumed entourage. Once in the quarry, 
protesters quickly spread out, occupying machin- 
ery, buildings and vehicles. One group of climbers 
made it to the top of a huge crane and unfurled a 
banner declaring "Under New Management." As 
the action progressed, a large number of protestors 
grouped at the top of a stock pile of stone and 
proved very difficult to dislodge. The majority of 
arrests occured at this " Battle of the Mound. " Others 
ensured the price for Mendip stone is more realistic. 
Twenty metres of railway track, leading out of the 
quarry, "disappeared"; the control panel for video 
monitoring of the plant fell apart; a two-story crane 
pulled itself to bits; three control rooms dismantled 
themselves; and several digging and conveyer belts 
"broke down." At the end of the day, the media 
reported that substantial damage had occurred, 
valued by the company at £100,000, together with 
an additional loss of production of £200,000. 
We'll Be Back 

EF! actions at the site have heightened public 
awareness and opposition and so far Hanson/ ARC'S 
quarry expansion ambitions have been thwarted. 
The action brought new people into the movement 
and achieved extensive national media coverage. 
Useful training and experience have been gained. 
Both the camp and the hit were colorful, musical 
and fun. 
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Roads Take Toll 


by John C. Ryan with research by 
Chandra Shah 

Not just a means of moving people and goods, the 
roughly 700,000-mile web of roads crisscrossing the 
Pacific Northwest is one of the least acknowledged 
and most serious burdens on ecosystems (and tax- 
payers) in the region. Most of this environmentally 
harmful web consists of logging roads: Public lands 
alone in British Columbia and the Northwest states 
are dissected by at least 330,000 miles of logging 
roads, more than all streets and highways com- 
bined. The road network has reached staggering 
proportions: streams flow all over the Pacific North- 
west, yet in Oregon, Washington, and western 
Montana, roads have surpassed streams as a defin- 
ing feature of the landscape. The Northwest is 
famous for streams filled with salmon and trout, but 
roads filled with cars and logging trucks are perhaps 
more accurate symbols today. 

The two major types of roads in the Northwest, 
those built for driving and those built for logging, 
have severe impacts on natural systems. In addition 
to boosting car use and logging, the vast road net- 
work itself threatens the Northwest's natural heri- 
tage, from cedars to salmon, sala- 

manders to grizzly bears. Roads / \ 

harm the environment by degrad- / N. 

ing and polluting nearby streams, l 

dividing wildlife habitats into small V V 

fragments, and spreading exotic V 

species. It is time to pay more at- 

tention to roads, their fiscal costs, \ j 

and their environmental toll in 

order to sustain the values that ^ ^ 

make the Northwest unique and UV 

play a far greater role in our 

economy than logging or driving. yY 

Roads' Toll 

Roads are a tangible indicator of ( 

the physical scale of our economy 
and its impacts on natural sys- Tw0 _ 

terns. This footprint of our bc, Idaho, Or 

economy has grown substantially 
over the past three decades. According to federal, 
state, and provincial government inventories, Brit- 


ated (with slopes revegetated and returned to origi- 
nal contours), they will continue to trigger erosion 
and disrupt native species. 

The Road More Traveled 

Surprisingly, the Northwest's extensive network 
of highways, covering 220,000 miles in 1994, has 
expanded relatively little since 1960. During this 
period, regional population nearly doubled, and 
the number of cars tripled, yet recorded highway 
mileage increased by only 25 percent. (Actual growth 
was somewhat greater: Private roads are no longer 
included in government inventories.) Highway ex- 
pansion has been slow in an era of rapid suburban 
sprawl partly because new developments, even twist- 
ing cul-de-sacs, do not add much mileage compared 
with old rural roads stretching across vast distances. 
And some suburbs simply paved existing roads as 
they took over woodlands or farms. 

The inevitable result of cars multiplying faster 
than highways has been congestion. Of course, road 
expansion is often touted as a solution to traffic 
congestion. But major new construction is no longer 
a possibility: Governments in the region already 
spend $4.7 billion annually, including $1.4 billion 

1952 1986 


Two-wheel-drive roads, Kootenay Mountains, BC; The Pacific Northwest encompasses most of 
BC, Idaho, Oregon, Washington, southeastern Alaska, northwestern California, and western Montana. 

to federal, (Canadian) in BC, on highways and still cannot helicopter 1 
ories, Brit- maintain existing roads. Washington State, for ex- low fuel pri 


eluding state, private, and other commercial timber 
lands) are probably crisscrossed by 280,000 miles of 
logging roads. 

The BC Ministry of Forests estimates that timber 
companies have built roughly 120,000 miles 
(200,000 km) of roads, half of which are not main- 
tained, on BC's public lands in addition to the 
24,000 miles (38,000 km) in Ministry inventories. 
Although nearly one third of the province remains 
ecologically intact in large roadless areas, logging 
roads have fragmented and otherwise impaired 
much of BC's natural habitat: 37 percent of the 
province lies within one kilometer of a road. 
Fewer Roads, Less Traveled 

Forest agencies acknowledge the destructive ef- 
fects of roads. In fact, road removal is a central part 
of watershed restoration planned or beginning in 
much of the Northwest. British Columbia, for ex- 
ample, expects to remove 3,000 miles (5,000 km) of 
forest roads annually under its Forest Renewal Plan. 
Yet the province plans to build twice as many miles 
of new logging roads each year. BC should instead 
reduce its road building and aim for no net growth 
in its forest road network. Logging roads in areas 
such as the Kootenays of southeastern BC endanger 
wide-ranging species such as grizzlies and caribou 
(see map). 

In the US, where roadless areas are much rarer, the 
Forest Service should build no more roads. The $90 
million in annual subsidies to logging and building 
in the Northwest's national forests could instead 
put people to work taking out logging roads. 

V Some logging in national forests is done 

with helicopters rather than trucks, reduc- 
OS ing the need for new roads. Yet the phe- 
TdSj. nomenal fuel consumption of tree-toting 
helicopters makes their use far from envi- 
ronmentally friendly. In one 5.5 hour 
shift, these giant machines burn nearly 
8,000 gallons (30,000 liters) of fuel, as 

passes most of much as a car burns in 20 Y ears of 
tem Montana, typical use. Already three times as 
expensive as conventional logging, 
helicopter logging is only viable because today's 
low fuel prices do not reflect petroleum’s true costs 


ish Columbia has the longest road network in the 
Northwest, roughly 190,000 miles (300,000 km), 
followed by Oregon (127,000 miles), Washington 
(95,000 miles), and Idaho (69,000 miles). 

Impervious surfaces like pavement collect and 
concentrate water and toxins. Because water runs 
immediately off pavement rather than soaking into 
the ground, roads often lower groundwater tables 
and destabilize nearby waterways. In heavily paved 
areas, streams fluctuate between extreme drought 
and flood and, in the process, scour away stream 
banks and fish habitats such as pools and downed 
logs. Studies in the Seattle area show stream channel 
stability, fish habitat quality, and salmon and am- 
phibian populations all decline if even 10-15 per- 
cent of a watershed is covered by impervious sur- 
faces. Roads also constrict streams into culverts, 
which are often difficult or impossible for fish to 
pass through. 

Heavy metals and hydrocarbons emitted or leaked 
from cars — along with road salt and roadside herbi- 
cides — run off roads and into adjacent waterways. 
Half the cars on US highways leak some hazardous 
fluid. In the words of Darrel Mills, manager of a 
salmon hatchery nearTacoma, Washington, "There's 
just about every known crud coming off the roads." 

Roads built for logging degrade forests before any 
trees are cut. Erosion and sedimentation, often in 
massive landslides, are inescapable by-products of 
road building in steep terrain; sedimentation is 
particularly harmful to salmon. In Idaho and Or- 
egon, forest roads have caused erosion at least 100 
times greater than natural rates. Even as roads block 
the movement of many native species, they open 
remote areas to hunters, exotic weeds, and diseases. 
Port Orford cedar, a highly prized tree found only in 
southwestern Oregon and northwestern California, 
is endangered by a root-rot fungus that is spread 
along logging roads. Until forest roads are obliter- 
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ample, forecasts a $7 billion shortfall for road main- 
tenance over the next 20 years, not even counting 
new construction. Worse, road expansion only 
brings more driving. Trying to solve traffic conges- 
tion by building more roads is like trying to lose 
weight by loosening your belt. 

Roads Versus Forests 

In contrast to highways, national forest roads 
have proliferated since 1960: they have more than 
tripled in Oregon and more than doubled in both 
Idaho and Washington. Today, public, or Crown, 
lands in British Columbia (which cover a larger area 
than all other public lands in the Pacific Northwest) 
have roughly 150,000 miles (240,000 km) of roads. 
Oregon's national forests report having 73,000 miles, 
Washington's 22,000 miles, and Idaho's 33,000 
miles. Outside existing roadless or wilderness areas 
(most of which are sparsely wooded), national for- 
ests in the US Northwest average 3.5 miles of road 
for each square mile of land, more than twice the 
road densities that cause populations of elk, wolves, 
and grizzlies to decline. 

Yet these numbers doubly undercount logging 
roads. First, US Forest Service record-keeping is often 
flawed. The Forest Service estimates that 20 percent 
of roads in the national forests of western Oregon 
and Washington are not listed in official inventories. 
Many roads listed as closed or obliterated remain 
passable by two-wheel-drive vehicles. Along such 
roads, ecosystems are still disturbed (for example, 
grizzlies shot), and soils may erode especially quickly 
because the roads are no longer maintained. 

Second, almost no information is available about 
logging roads on private land or in British Colum- 
bia. The 11 million acres of timber industry land in 
Idaho, Oregon and Washington, is as densely cov- 
ered with roads as the roaded areas of the region's 
national forests, would contain 65,000 miles of 
logging roads. All told, forests in these states (in- 


to society. 

Like timber companies, drivers pay less than full 
price for the roads they use. Because of their low gas 
taxes, Canadian and American drivers pay less of the 
cost of driving — and other taxpayers more — than 
anywhere in the industrial world. In addition, high- 
ways in the US Northwest were built largely at the 
expense of drivers and taxpayers outside the region. 
The region received 5 1 percent more from the federal 
highway trust fund than Northwesterners paid to 
the fund in taxes over the past 45 years. Washingto- 
nians, for example, paid only 10 percent of the cost 
of interstate highway construction in their state. In 
recent years, highway subsidies have fallen but re- 
main large. Fuel taxes, vehicle registrations, and 
other user fees paid by Pacific Northwest drivers fell 
at least $300 million short of covering highway 
construction and maintenance costs in 1993. 

If governments in the Northwest were concerned 
about sustainability, they would tax driving instead 
of subsidizing it and remove forest roads instead of 
building them. Expanding roadless areas would 
improve the health of the region's rivers and for- 
ests. It would aid the survival of numerous species, 
especially in the face of global climate change. It 
would save the millions of dollars spent to maintain 
roads and to lessen their impacts on endangered 
species. And it would bolster the Pacific Northwest's 
place in the emerging information economy. The 
competitive advantage of the Northwest over other 
regions lies not in the density of its road network 
but in the assets that roads threaten: the quality of 
life that Northwesterners enjoy and the natural 
systems that support us all. 

This article reprinted courtesy of Northwest Environ- 
ment Watch. For more information contact Northwest 
Environment Watch 1402 Third Avenue, Suite 1127, 
Seattle, WA 98101-2118, (206) 447-1880, fax (206) 
447-2270, e-mail: nwatch@igc.apc.org. 
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by Dr. Dilettante 

That Earth First! craving to harrass 
Freddies is how it started. Lorenzo and 
I were talking on the phone the morn- 
ing of November 30, 1995, having the 
"How are we going to mess with the 
Freddies today?" conversation. This 
time, our personal jihad involved a 
huge landslide on Quartz Creek, a 
tributary of the North Fork of the 
Clearwater River in North-Central 
Idaho that had blown out in mid- 
November. Now don't forget (or see 
the Samhain '95 EF! Journal), when 
we're talking Clearwater Country, 
we're talking hundreds of thousands 
of unprotected, roadless acres. We're 
talking old growth, too. 

Those doggoned big trees happen 
to grow mostly along the creeks out 
here — that's the real problem. Before 
anybody thought to save trees just 
for their own sake, local loggers, aided 
by Potlatch and Plum Creek Timber 
Corporations, the State of Idaho and 
the US Forest Service (USFS), got into 
most of the front country and skinned 
the big white pines, cedars and firs 
out of the riparian areas and the sur- 
rounding hillsides. 

Now the Forest Service isn't the only 
problem out here. Potlatch, Plum 
Creek, the State of Idaho and the Feds 
own lots of intermingled land in this 
neck of the woods. But we local enviros 
can distinguish between them by land 
management style: Potlatch and Plum 

Creek's style on private land is nuclear; 
on state land it's nuclear with "leave" 


trees. USFS style is neutron bomb 
nuclear in 40-acre checkerboard cuts 
in the roaded country. All of these 
management styles cause blowouts. 

A blowout is a liquid/soil avalanche, 
often caused by roading and logging 
on unstable, already overlogged terri- 
tory. Heavy rain supersaturates the 
soil, often melting any snow quickly. 
If there are no trees to 
hold the soil in place 
(hint: clearcuts in the ri- 
parian corridor!), the 
ground slides in huge 
hunks into the creek. Dirt 
then builds up in the creek 
until it finally gives. The 
mud scours out the water- 
way like a bulldozer with 
a U-shaped blade, devas- 
tating all the pool habitat 
in its path. Often, the river channel is 
changed. Huge amounts of debris can 
be deposited in the main stem of the 
river. For instance, the Quartz Creek 
slide created an earthen dam over 60 
feet high and 600 feet wide, contain- 
ing over 400,000 cubic yards of mud. 
Of course, a blowout can also kill all 
the fish. 

I called the North Fork Ranger Sta- 
tion to talk to District Ranger Art 
Bourassa about Quartz Creek. "May I 
talk to Art?" I asked oh so politely. It 
turned out that Art was in the field. I 
asked the secretary if Art was out look- 
ing at the "other" blowouts, figuring 
that there had to be a couple of smaller 
slides whose location she would di- 
vulge if I played like I was "in the 


know". Doggone if she didn't start 
babbling, talking about blowouts on 
drainages all over the Clearwater. Af- 
ter spilling her guts, she regained her 
composure. "Who are you, anyway?" 
she asked. Blurting out something 
about Art being a Publisher's Clear- 
inghouse winner, I hung up. I called 
back Lorenzo and told him the story 


was far bigger than just Quartz Creek. 

The whole Clearwater country was 
sliding towards the sea. I called my 
fisheries biologist friend, Yaqui Al, 
and asked him for his top ten picks 
on drainages that would probably 
blow. Armed with the list, Lorenzo 
and I worked the phones for the rest 
of the day, calling our contacts and 
the press, confirming Al's picks and 
pretending that we knew what had 
happened. This got us reams of in- 
formation from Freddies looking for 
absolution for their land-abuse sins. 
We got major press for the event, 
with an emphasis on the reasons for 
the slides — in this case, excessive 
road-building and logging on un- 
stable ground. 


Bill Bob even drove over from 
Missoula and confirmed what we had 
suspected all along. The unlogged 
drainages on the south side of the 
Lochsa were running clear. But the 
damaged, overlogged watersheds 
along the north were raging mud. US 
1 2 collapsed into the Lochsa, closing 
the road for a month, with one of the 
few unlogged drainages, 
Noseeum Creek, blowing 
out the road. During the 
press trip to the slides, 
Ranger Bourassa, who is a 
strangely honest timber 
beast, admitted that the 
blowouts had been caused 
by bad land management 
and unrealistic risk-taking 
to get the cut out. 

The running count of 
the Clearwater land failures is now 
over 100 slides and creek blowouts, 
with slides on the St. Joe, North 
Fork of the Clearwater, and Lochsa 
rivers. Many major tributaries of the 
Lochsa and North Fork are lost to 
the salmon, cutthroat and bull trout. 
Places like Papoose Creek on the 
Upper Lochsa and Quartz Creek on 
the North Fork may be damaged for 
geologic time. The estimated ratio 
of roaded-to-roadless blowouts is 
running 100 to six. 

The Clearwater is now suffering a 
major aquatic extinction spasm. These 
events parallel the fate of Idaho's South 
Fork of the Salmon, which suffered 
major slides in the 60s and 70s caused 
by the same overlogging and over- 
roading, destroying the fishery. It re- 
mains unrecovered. 

Fortunately, the Clearwater has 
strong roadless reserves. The Up- 
per Lochsa has White Sand and 
Warm Springs Creeks, both 
unroaded and unlogged. Both are 
on the block in the plans of the 
Clearwater National Forest. On the 
North Fork, the Kelly/Cayuse drain- 
age, though not designated as wil- 
derness, is temporarily safe. But 
the USFS wants Weitas Creek. 

The timber industry is also press- 
ing Larry Craig, Senator from Idaho, 
to give the Clearwater NF to the state 
as part of the latest Sagebrush "Free 
Lunch" Rebellion. This would be bad. 
Idaho allows no citizen input into 
land management decisions. 

The word on the street is that the 
Forest Service will not do a Changed 
Condition Analysis, or analyze cumu- 
lative effects on remaining sales (Fish 
Bate, Fern Star, and White Sand) on 
similar land types, which are mostly 
in adjacent roadless areas (North Fork 
Clearwater South Face, Mallard 
Larkins, and White Sand). Your out- 
cry can help. Write letters to Hal 
Salwasser, Regional Forester, Region 1 
USFS, PO Box 7669, Missoula, MT 
59807, and Jim Caswell, Clearwater 
NF, 12730 US Hwy 12, Orofino, ID 
83544. Insist that the USFS update the 
Clearwater Forest Plan to reflect the 
| impacts of the blowouts. Tell them 
§■ not to log on similar land-types, as we 
1 now have proof that such practices 
s result in destroyed ecosystems. Be 
§ mad— REAL MAD. 

For more info, contact the Cove/ 
Mallard Coalition at (208) 882-9755. 
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North fork of the Clearwater River drainage in the Clearwater National Forest, Idaho — clearcut caused by Aquarius Timber Sale 


The whole Clearwater 
country was sliding 
towards the sea. 


Fiddling While The Forests fall 


by Justin Time 

Back in the fall of 1994, the plaintiff groups who 
surrendered the injunctions stopping old-growth log- 
ging throughout the range of the northern spotted 
owl trotted out a letter signed by Bruce Babbitt. The 
letter promised that, in exchange for capitulation, the 
Clinton administration would resist any future riders 
that would accelerate the cut and deny public access 
to the courts to enforce the weak laws governing 
logging on public lands. This letter was the sole 
concession the plaintiffs could gain from their aban- 
donment of thousands of acres of priceless habitat. 

Last year Bubba broke that promise and signed into 
law what has become known as the "Salvage Rider." 
This rider is, of course, a naked move to liquidate the 
last fragments of ancient forest. On ly clearcut sales of 
native forests have gone forward. "Forest Health" 
sales offered under the rider by the Forest Service 
have not been bid on. By merely putting the word 
"salvage" in the title of old and new timber sales, the 
Forest Service gets to keep 100 percent of the receipts, 
returning nothing to the Treasury. So, virtually every 
sale nationwide is now a "salvage" sale. 

The Nationals' Response 

With FAX machines and e-mail all over the country 
ablaze with the latest breast-beating about "repealing 
the salvage rider," you'd almost think the national 
groups had become vertebrates. Sorry folks, the re- 
peal is going nowhere. The rider will have run its 
course and 11,000 acres of irreplaceable ancient 
forests will be stumplands long before the grand- 
standers from green central ever come close to get- 
ting enough sponsors to attain a repeal. 

Oregon Rep. Elizabeth Furse, founder of the 1990 
Democrats for Hatfield, has introduced a rider repeal 
bill that so far has some 90 co-sponsors. Of course, it 
takes 218 votes to pass and, even in the unlikely 
event that it does pass in time, what are we left with? 
We're still looking at the same old ineffective pack- 
age of laws that got us here in the first place. We need 
a proactive forest protection bill like the Northern 
Rockies Ecosystem Protection Act, which has been 
deemed unworthy by the nationals, even though it 
has half as many (44) co-sponsors as the Furse effort. 

In her call for a "citizen resistance to the logging 
without laws rider," Julie Norman, Executive Direc- 
tor of the injunction-surrendering group Headwa- 
ters, calls for ever-increasing amounts of time and 
energy to be squandered on the dead-end repeal 
campaign. Norman rails on about how "Senator 
Hatfield promised back in 1990 that section 318 
would be the last of the timber sale riders to suspend 
the laws, but the new Republican majority led by 
Newt Gingrich, Don Young and Slade Gorton has 
changed everything." 

Did I miss something here? Didn't Democrat Bill 
Clinton sign the salvage rider into law? Didn't Bruce 


Babbitt write that the administration would resist any 
future riders? Didn't Clinton come up with Option 9, 
which condemns over half the surviving owls and old 
growth? Wasn't it Clinton's Forest Service Chief Jack 
Ward Thomas who first pushed the whole "forest 
health/salvage" lie? Oh, those wretched Republicans! 
Making the Politicians Pay 

In a special issue of its journal, Wild Oregon, ONRC 
(yet another of the injunction-surrendering groups) 
announced its tough new political wing, ONRC 
Action, with catchy slogans: "It's time to take off the 
gloves and get political. It's time to make them vote 
green. Unless politicians truly feel the heat..." and 
blah, blah, blah. 

What does this puissant group do in reality? Right 
out of the gate, ONRC Action prematurely endorsed 
Representative Ron Wyden for Oregon's vacant US 
Senate seat. ONRC Action went so far as to take out 
an ad in the limousine liberal Portland rag, Willamette 
Week, in support of "protector" Wyden! The Sierra 
Club also endorsed Wyden and hired a full-time DC 
activist to work on his behalf. (Her credentials? She 
worked on the failed Dan Hamburg re-election cam- 
paign.) Now, this is the same Wyden who voted for 
Section 318 and has always been an environmental 
no show, taking marching orders from the architect 
of extinction himself, Mark Hatfield. On Wyden's 
15-year watch in Congress, we've seen the forests 
furiously fall and the salmon all but vanish. 

Upon his knighting by these gloves off/get-tough- 
with-politicians groups, Wyden promptly issued a 
"Ron Wyden on Timber" position statement that 
calls conservationists "extremists" in its opening 
salvo, then goes on to trot out "The Wyden Plan," a 
"timber policy which seeks to produce a real solution 
to the timber problem" by achieving these three 
goals: "First, a successful timber policy should pro- 
tect existing (timber) jobs" followed by the contra- 
dictory goal that "any viable timber policy should 
protect old-growth forest" and "third, and perhaps 
most importantly, timber policy must give Oregon's 
timber businesses and families certainty and clo- 
sure..." (Hey, Ron, I got your certainty for you — Zero 
Cut on Public Lands.) 

Wyden then stated at a "debate" that "Option 9 
doesn't cut enough timber" and some blather about 
how "we need to cut old growth today and we need 
to cut old growth tomorrow." The Oregon Senate 
race — talk about the evil of the two lessers! As in the 
sorry salamander's Contract on America, the word 
"environment" never even appears on Ron Wyden's 
Internet home page. 

Quick, Where's the Wooden Stake? 

There they go again. That big oil foundation, the 
Pew Charitable Trusts, has once again launched a 
national campaign to "save" our forests, called the 
Forest Defense Alliance. This "grassroots" legal effort 
will be run by the Sierra Club Legal Defense Fund 


(SCLDF) whose grassroots organizing bone fides must 
come from their proven ability to arm-twist their 
captive plaintiffs into such disasters as releasing 
injunctions. 

The new, improved Pew campaign has as its focus 
three weenie defensive concerns. In their own words 
these are: "(1) Repeal the Rider, (2) Stop bad things 
from happening in the appropriations process in 1 996 
and (3) Stop bad 'forest health' or 'NFMA reform' 
legislation." Can there be such a thing as good "forest 
health" legislation? Do these guys ever plan any 
proactive, protection legislation? Even the toothless 
Ancient Forest Protection Act was deemed too radical 
by these wimps. Sounds like the Defensive Forest 
Alliance to me, or maybe the Grant Defense Alliance. 
Clinton's Clearcut Cover-up 

The real concern of Pew is the reelection of Bubba. 
That's why the strategies are all defensive. That's why 
there's no analysis of past debates. That's why you'll 
hear all about the evil Republicans but never a 
discouraging word about Clinton, Gore, Babbitt and 
the rest of the corporate Democrats. And, no men- 
tion that, if serious, Clinton could simply shut down 
the entire federal timber sale program by Executive 
Order until the repeal of the rider. 

Instead of such an Executive Order, Clinton timber 
czar Tom Tuchman recently called up activists in 
southern Oregon who have been attempting to roll- 
back the infamous Elk River sales (Boulder-Crab and 
Father Oak). These sales are going forward as a result 
of the Clinton-signed rider, ignoring the consequences 
to the marbled murrelet. Tuchman told the activists 
that "the administration (read: Rep. Peter DeFazio — 
another non-sponsor of the "repeal" bill) is attempt- 
ing to identify old growth in other Option 9 reserves 
that will be substituted for the uncut volume left in 
the Elk River Sales." He warned that "any civil disobe- 
dience at the sales would result in the units being cut 
immediately." 

Kinda like LBJ calling up Dr. King and saying, 
"Martin. I understand you got a problem with beat- 
ings and all down there. You know, we're trying to 
identify some northern negroes to take on some of 
the abuse. However, if y'all protest and the like, we 
may just have to let 'em lynch ya." 

On January 18, JimJontz, latest Executive Director 
of the foundation front group Western Ancient For- 
est Campaign (WAFC) and Pew-anointed liaison to 
the grassroots, went apoplectic and chastised Phil 
Nanas of the Native Forest Council when 200 activ- 
ists at a CD at the North Umpqua Ranger District in 
southern Oregon began chanting "Zero Cut!" follow- 
ing Phil's speech. Jontz angrily demanded that the 
message be limited to "Repeal the Rider. " Once again, 
controlling the grassroots rather than listening to 
them is the real mission of green central. 

Can you believe the gall of these guys? Trying to 
coopt the CD-wing of the movement — the only part 
still sporting a pulse. We must never forget that if it 
wasn't for the Earth First! stand at Bald Mountain in 
1983, the big greens would happily have settled for 
Carter's (another speak-no-evil-of Democrat) RARE II 
death sentence on virtually all the old growth that 
still stands. 

The failed lobby and litigate strategy of the nation- 
als is wholly to blame for our current situation, yet 
the same laundry list of losers behind these feckless 
tactics have the audacity to dictate to those whose 
actions have kept our tiny flame of hope alive! The 
same people who have stood up to a multi-billion 
dollar timber-industrial complex and its captive bu- 
reaucracy are hardly going to shut up and be good 
Germans on the say so of DC desk jockeys — espe- 
cially as the life support system is cynically sold out. 
Maybe it's time for a little White House CD (And a 
lock-down at the Wilderness Society and/or Pew 
while we're at it.) 

Is it any wonder that in the new movie The Ameri- 
can President, the "save the spotted owl lobby" is 
ridiculed as the epitome of ineptness. 

A Bright Beacon 

At least some in the media get it. Gary Trudeau has 
done more in a January week's worth of Doonesbury 
panels to educate Americans about what's happen- 
ing to their public lands than the big greens have 
done in a decade. Check it out. 
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FOREST SERVICE PLAYS WITH FIRE 
NWEA BIDS ITS TIME 



Aerial view of Long Swamp Roadless Area after the fire 


by Mitch Friedman 

When all else fails, buy it. Or at least you can try. 
This was the the Northwest Ecosystem Alliance's 
(NWEA) approach to saving vital wildlands threat- 
ened by a timber sale placed above the law by the 
salvage rider. 

The Thunder Mountain fire of 1994, one of 
Washington's highest profile fires, burned a 10,000- 
acre patchwork into the high-elevation lodgepole 
pine forests of the Long Swamp Roadless Area in the 
Okanogan National Forest. The Long Swamp pro- 
vides habitat for one of the last lynx populations in 
the lower 48. 

Potentially severe environmental impacts were 
clear from the outset. The watershed analysis for 
the Chewuck River, into which the area drains, 
noted that sediment levels were already impeding 
spawning of imperiled spring Chinook. Uncharac- 
teristically, the Forest Service did not claim that 
salvaging from this fire area would have environ- 
mental benefits. 

Given that the agency's only justification for 
designing the Thunder and Dog Salvage Sales was 
economic, it was a bit of a shock when, after the 
snow cleared enough for a summer field trip, timber 
companies expressed no interest in the timber to 
Forest Supervisor Sam Gehr. "There is almost no 
chance whatsoever, under current conditions, that 
Longview Fiber Company could even bid minimum 
base rates for the Thunder Mountain Fire Salvage.. ., " 
said a letter to Gehr. 

Despite staff recommendations to drop the sale 
planning effort and growing costs of well over 
$200,000, Gehr decided to proceed. The Environ- 
mental Assessment for the sales was released shortly 
after President Clinton signed the Rescissions Bill, 
which bore the infamous "logging without laws" 
timber rider, and was therefore insulated from ap- 
peal and litigation under environmental laws. 

When the sales were advertised, we had no option 
but to consider bidding for the contract. Both Thun- 
der and Dog were being offered at the unbelievable 
minimum bid of $4.25 per thousand board feet 
(about 30 cents per tree), so that purchasing the 
forest seemed an option. Both sales were auctioned in 
October, but due to their remoteness, poor wood 
quality, and a depressed timber market, Dog received 
no bids and Thunder received only one — ours. 

The Forest Service ruled that our bid was "unre- 
sponsive" because it had been sent to a district office 
rather than the forest headquarters. Our bidding 
effort did receive a wave of press attention. Even the 
conservative Omak Chronicle gave front page cover- 
age, stating that, "The Forest Service is operating a 
soup kitchen for timber companies." However, John 
Townsley, the Forest Service's silviculturist, defended 
the sale: "The reason we have timber sales isn't 


(only) to provide money to the 
government. ..These sales generate a lot of 
jobs that are directly associated with logging 
and milling." 

Though the Dog Sale died, Thunder re- 
fused to. The Okanogan National Forest re- 
designed Thunder to be more attractive to 
timber purchasers, and also more destructive 
to the environment. Most noteworthy, the 
revisions would allow using fellerbunchers 
on steeper slopes, which would damage soils 
but reduce helicopter yarding costs. The sale 
was auctioned again in December, but this 
time we had to outbid Omak Wood Products, 
Vaagen Brothers Lumber and AA Logging. 

We carefully submitted our bid this time, 
making sure to include a bid guarantee check 
($1,500) and get each detail right to qualify. 

At the close of bidding, we had won at the 
price of $8.25 per thousand board feet, or 
about $100 per acre. At this cost, the entire 
275 acres of wild forest would be ours for 
under $30,000!!! People have asked me where 
we would get the money, but for such an 
incredible value, I would re-mortgage my 
own home if needed, and NWEA members 
and the public have responded generously. 

What next? We don't know because the 
Forest Service has been on furlough since the 
auction. Our intention is to pay up but to 
renegotiate contract terms to allow the trees 
to stand. Since such an arrangement is un- 
precedented, valid questions have arisen such 
as duration of the contract, management 
responsibilities and bonding requirements. 
However, the biggest question is whether the Forest 
Service will even award us the sale. 

The agency does reserve the right to refuse bids, 
and they were tendering a "logging contract," after 
all. Nonetheless, refusing our bid would place the 
Forest Service in the uncomfortable position of 
saying, "We won't take your money because you 
refuse to cut our forests, silt our streams and damage 
lynx habitat." 

Reasons for the Forest Service to accept our offer 
include basic fairness in contracting, and that there 
are no environmental benefits, only costs, to logging 
the sale. As for the jobs argument, it is equally valid 
to say that more jobs and economic growth are being 
created in local communities by virtue of the forest 
remaining wild and providing the quality setting 
that draws visitors and new residents and businesses 
to the area. The driving force of the West's new 
economy is environmental, not extractive. 

While we await the return of federal workers to 
discover our fate, we at NWEA proceed under the 
assumption that the sale is ours. Apparently, the 
timber industry is making the same assumption. 


Duane Vaagen, President of Vaagen Brothers Lum- 
ber, stated in a recent affidavit (in NW Forest Council 
versus Glickmari), "We attempted to purchase a 3.5 
million board feet timber sale on the Okanogan 
National Forest on December 20, 1995, but the sale 
was purchased by an environmental group." (Vaagen 
was third highest bidder.) 

Clearly, the best result for all concerned would be 
for the Forest Service to take our money, not require 
the usual (but in this case pointless) bonds, and allow 
us to protect the trees for the length of a rotation, 
maybe 100 years. This event is also cause for the 
Forest Service to revisit its policies that generate 
contracts which destroy public forests and enlarge 
the budget deficit. Congress should do the same. 
Mitch Friedman is the Executive Director of the North- 
west Ecosystem Alliance. 

You can " adopt-an-acre" in support of NWEA 's effort to 
buy conservation rights to Thunder Mountain. Send 
$100 for each acre of lodgepole pine and lynx habitat 
you wish to adopt. NWEA will give you a membership 
free. POB 2813, Bellingham, WA 98227. 


HATFIELD SHUTS OUT DEMOCRACY 


by Patrick Mazza 

Democracy was shut down at Portland's World 
Trade Center one day in early December, systemati- 
cally from the central control panel. Forty demon- 
strators had arrived at the skyscraper Dec. 8 to hand 
a message to Sen. Mark Hatfield's office on the 14th 
floor: Repeal the Logging Rider which has shut the 
democratic process out of decisions regarding pub- 
lic forests and effectively repealed environmental 
laws safeguarding endangered species. Building se- 
curity was prepared to shut out even this petition for 
redress of grievances. On seeing demonstrators ap- 
proach the building, they turned off elevators and 
closed stairwells at one of the busiest hours of the 
day, lunch time. 

A security official confronted demonstrators in the 
lobby: "Two of you can go up to the 14th floor. But 
I cannot have you going up disrupting the business 
of this complex," apparently blind to the irony that 
it was his own people who were really screwing up 
normal circulation in the 1 5-story high-rise. 


"What makes you think we're going up to disrupt 
normal business?," a demonstrator responded. "This 
is business," said another. "Most of us are citizens of 
Oregon and 1 think Hatfield has a responsibility to 
hear us," chimed in a third. 

"That's their request," responded the building 
security man. In other words, to avert their ears 
from the legitimate grievances of 40 citizens, 
Hatfield's own staff was willing to disrupt the daily 
lives of 2,000 people working in a downtown sky- 
scraper — not to mention disrupt traffic as Portland 
Police closed off a block of Salmon Street outside. 
Citizens exerting democratic rights were to be treated 
as if they were a threat equivalent to the gunman 
who terrorized the KOIN Tower some weeks later. 

But Hatfield and his staff had already shut public 
process out of millions of acres of public land. 
Shutting down a skyscraper and street must by 
comparison have seemed minor inconveniences to 
impose on the public. Mark Hatfield may have a 
reputation as the "Peace Senator". But when it 
comes to forests, St. Mark is a timber hawk, his 


devastation of the Northwest forest landscape akin 
to Lyndon Johnson's firebombing of the Vietnam- 
ese jungle. And LBJ was never too concerned with 
democratic process either. 

Ultimately, even the offer to let two representa- 
tives rise to the inner sanctum on the 14th floor 
proved hollow. Repeated requests from demonstra- 
tors were met with promises an escort would soon 
arrive. They might as well have been waiting for 
Godot. 

The protesters, shut out but not defeated, contin- 
ued their demonstration in the lobby. They sang 
"The Twelve Days of the Salvage Rider" and pro- 
ceeded with street theatre. Hundreds of passers-by 
were educated on the evils of the salvage rider, and 
the media got the message out further, even men- 
tioning Hatfield's undemocratic practices. 

Patrick Mazza edits Cascadia Planet, a World Wide 
Web site covering Pacific Northwest ecological news 
and views <http://www.tnews.com>. 
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NORTHEAST VICTORY 


In a suprising victory for the northeastern United States, a 
federal judge in Vermont has enjoined clearcutting and road 
building in the Green Mountain National Forest because the 
United States Forest Service (USFS) has violated environmental law. 
In a decision issued December 14, 1995, Chief Judge J. Gravin 
Murtha enjoined logging of over 1,000 acres of federal forest in 
Vermont until the USFS conducts a lengthy environmental impact 
statement on the area. The agency has strongly resisted all efforts 
to conduct the review. 

The case is a major victory for the coalition of groups, including 
Green Mountain Forest Watch, Conservation Law Foundation and 
the Sierra Club, which filed the lawsuit in 1994 to stop clearcutting 
and road building in an area of the National Forest called "Lamb 
Brook." This is a remote 5,000-acre area home to black bears and 
many songbirds. The Forest Service has conducted only a perfunc- 
tory Environmental Assessment for the area, saying that cutting, 
road building, illegal off-road vehicle use and human contact 
would not significantly affect area wildlife. The court disagreed, 
saying the Forest Service failed to adequately and completely 
investigate increased human pressures on the area. Judge Murthu 
found that the Forest Service misrepresented the intensity of the 
proposed logging and roading. Because the current USFS plan 
establishes a precedent which will require an unclear amount of 
future tree removal, preparation of an EIS was found to be appro- 
priate. 

Environmentalists praised the decision. Finally, the federal courts 
have made it clear that conservationists are right and the Forest 
Service is wrong. The decision hopefully means that Vermont's 
forests will no longer be sacrificed to ill-conceived federal logging 
plans. "It just goes to show in our democratic society citizens have 
the ability to effectively challenge the actions of government 
agencies... provided they have three years of their life to devote to 
it and can raise fifty-thousand dollars," said Mathew Jacobson, 
Executive Director of Green Mountain Forest Watch. 



Grizzly Flats Slated To Die 


Grizzly Flat, located off Corralitos Creek above the city of 
Watsonville in central California, is slated to be cut starting on 
April Fool's Day. Of course, the biggest fools are the City Council 
of Watsonville, who have tried from the start to ram this proposal 
down the throats of the citizens of the central coast without a 
public hearing. Owned by the City of Watsonville, Grizzly Flat is a 
unique watershed property situated on the San Andreas Fault Zone. 
It forms the basis for Watsonville's water supply from Corralitos 
Creek. 

Grizzly Flat was last logged at the turn of the century and the 
redwood and Douglas fir trees are just now starting to show the first 
signs of maturity. The associated wetlands are home to many 
species that live in the "sag pond" formed by the fault. The steep 
slopes are prone to landslides and high rainfall on the west-facing 
slopes poses severe erosion hazards. 

One would think this special place would be protected and 
preserved. Citizens for Responsible Forest Management (CRFM) 
filed a lawsuit asking the court to stop the proposed destruction of 
Grizzly Flat, but the suit was denied last fall. CRFM is considering 
an appeal but currently lacks the funds to do so. 

With less than three months to go before the road building and 
tree cutting begins, there is little time for forest lovers to delay. Plan 
now to defend the little bit of wilderness left in the central coast 
range. Talk to your friends in Watsonville and ask them to call the 
City Council or attend meetings and speak out against cutting 
Grizzly Flat. Prepare for blockades, tripod and tree-sits, lockdowns 
and other non-violent opposition to the destruction of Grizzly Flat. 

Earth First! Santa Cruz is issuing an urgent request for activists to 
come to Watsonville in late March to help stop the destruction of 
Grizzly Flat. This little "Headwaters" needs a hundred or more 
activists to come to Santa Cruz and aid us in this fight, as so many 
Santa Cruz activists have done on the North Coast for years. For 
more information contact Earth First! Santa Cruz at POB 344 , Santa 
Cruz, CA 95061, or call the EF!SC Hotline at (408)425-3205. 



TDornto ring for fun 


by Nat 

Well, shit! We're out here in Cove/Mallard, it's 20 degrees, and the 
wood is too wet to make a decent fire. There's a pissed-off log hauler 
down the hill shooting at us. And dammit, I forgot the brandy again. 

In September, Ibhor Mereszczak, acting Freddy Superintendent, 
turned down a request by the Alliance for the Wild Rockies (AWR), 
Inland Empire Public Lands Concil (IEPLC), and the Ecology Center 
for a special permit to monitor areas in the closure at Cove/Mallard. 

Ibhor said the area was closed due to illegal activities. The enviros 
responded that their groups hadn't done anything illegal, and they 
weren't planning to; they simply wanted to monitor the area, which 
was their job. As members of the public, they had the right to do so. 
They were even willing to be escorted by Freddies while in the 
closure. The response was still no, no, no. "But be assured," said the 
Freddies, "we are out there working with the sales and we know we 
are complying with the laws!" 

Next the enviros requested access to the project files. Now, in most 
Freddy offices, you can go in and peruse the files to get info on timber 
sales or whatever. It's public domain. Not at the Red River Ranger 
District (RRRD). Our enviro heroes were told that physical access to 
the files was out of the question. Shows you how dang dumb those 
Freddies are. Under the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA), even the 
RRRD beasts have to share their stuff. 

Ibhor said he and his Freddy cohorts were trying to be totally 
honest with us, and were not trying to hide anything. Let's see. . . 
won't let us into the closed area even with Freddy escorts, won't let 
us look through the files. Yeah, right! 

Mysteriously, in early October, the Freddies lifted the closure. In 
went the enviros. Monitoring was started by IEPLC, AWR, Ecology 
Center, and the Cove/Mallard Coalition. 

Scoping out the Jack Sale road, they found numerous riparian 
buffer violations in the still unlogged units. There was also lots of 
sediment pouring out of culverts in the road. 

The enviros also investigated the Noble sale. Units 9, 11, 12, and 
1 7 have all been logged. In all units, there were violations of the 
timber sale contract. Trees were cut that weren't supposed to be cut, 
there were inadequate numbers of snags left, leave trees were dam- 
aged by equipment, and there were inadequate buffers in riparian 
areas. 

In early November, Gary and 1 looked at the Jack road. The day we 
arrived, we skirted a log yarder parked in the road. We were imme- 
diately confronted by one pissed-off logger. He wanted to know what 
we were doing. We said we were monitoring for an environmental 
group. "Let's see your credentials!" he yelled. He was convinced that 
the road was still closed to the public. We made camp, and heard 
shots. Seemed like he was trying to scare us cuz he had to leave his 
precious yarder alone for the night. 

Next day we got excellent video of muddy creeks and buffer 
violations. Several creeks were running clear above the road and were 
full of gooey muck below. There were piles of slash below the road, 
apparently to keep sediment from going further downstream. These 
absolutely failed; 60 feet downstream, there was still lots of sediment 
in the creeks. 

We saw the buffer and riparian zone violations described in the 
other monitoring trip. The watersheds we documented all feed into 
Big Mallard Creek, an important cold water refuge for migrating 
Chinook salmon. 

There is no logging or roadbuilding going on currently, but we 
expect them to start any time. Between March 15 and June 15 they 
cannot log because of elk calving season. 

The documentation by activists is being used as part of a lawsuit 
against logging in Cove/Mallard that is about to be heard in the 9th 
Circuit Court of Appeals. To get involved contact the CMC ( see 
directory). 
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good news for 
Idaho black 



Coyote Slaughter Planned 


bears 

by Kathy Richmond 

The 1996 Idaho Black Bear Initiative has been 
introduced by the Idaho Coalition United for Bears. 
The goal is to collect 42,000 registered voters' signa- 
tures by May 1, 1996 to get a measure on the 1996 
ballot to reform black bear hunting practices in 
Idaho. 

The Black Bear Initiative would accomplish three 
things. First, it would eliminate the spring hunt. 
This is when sows come out of hibernation with 
their cubs. Hunting females with nursing cubs is 
already illegal, but, many hunters cannot tell the 
difference between a sow and a boar as she often 
does not have cubs with her. Second, it would 
eliminate the use of baiting stations. At these sta- 
tions hunters build a platform in a tree and litter the 
ground with donuts, deer parts, etc., then shoot the 
bear when it comes to eat. Third, it would eliminate 
using hounds to hunt bears. Hunters use the dogs to 
chase a bear into a tree. The hunter then goes to the 
bottom of the tree and shoots the bear at point blank 
range. These are not fair hunting practices. 

The initiative is an attempt to reform black bear 
hunting in Idaho. There are many people in Idaho 
who would like to see bear hunting be more like deer 
and elk hunting. After all, you cannot hunt deer and 
elk in the spring, nor can you use hounds to chase 
ungulates. You cannot use salt licks and alfalfa to 
bait deer and elk. This issue is about giving the bear 
a fair chance. Did you know that Idaho is the only 
state in the contiguous US that permits all three of 
these unsportsmanlike hunting practices? 

Of the 27 states that allow bear hunting, six 
permit spring hunts, 10 permit baiting, and 19 
permit hound hunting. Only five percent of bear 
hunters use hounds, but they take 1 8 percent of the 
bears. Montana discontinued the use of hounds for 
bear hunting in 1921 and baiting for bear in 1948. 
This is not an anti-bear hunting initiative. It will 
allow a fall season hunt. It is about giving bears a 
chance. If you are interested in collecting signa- 
tures or would like more information, contact 
Idaho Coalition United for Bears, POB 1456, Boise, 
ID 83701-1456; phone (208)345-8259; 
em ail : icub@mosco w. com . 


The Hart Mountain Wildlife Refuge in eastern 
Oregon plans to kill a large number of coyotes this 
spring. This will be the first year in a three-year 
program determined to exterminate coyotes in the 
area. 

State employees are blaming decreasing antelope 
herd sizes on coyotes. Many local activists believe 


this is an overreaction to the normal fluctuations and 
migration of the herds. 

Urgent attention is needed. Please write the Hart 
Mountain Wildlife Refuge, POB 111, Lakeview, OR 
97630. Hopefully appeals and letters from the public 
will stop this bloodbath before it happens. Other- 
wise, be prepared to join a hunt sabatoge. 


UTAH’S ANTI-WILDERNESS 
BILL MISFIRES... 

In a stunning Christmas gift to Utah environmentalists, Representative 
James Hansen, R-Utah, unceremoniously yanked the Utah BLM 
(anti)Wilderness Bill, HR 1745, off the House floor on December 14. He 
had discovered that 46 Republicans would likely support the HR 1500 
Utah Wilderness Coalition proposal, an amendment to the bill which 
would protect 5.7 million acres of wilderness in Utah. This is only the 
begining of the war to save Utah's wilderness. 

Ironically, environmentalists were unable to raise the BLM wilderness 
issue on the Democratic radar screen and were rescued by moderate 
Republicans opposing the Utah bill, forcing Hanson to abandon the 
House vote. The environmentalists have been left feeling grateful but 
confused, wondering who their real political friends are. 

The battle for BLM wilderness is not over and will likely go on for a 
long time. The question of what's next becomes significant. Let's hope 
the Utah delegation will get the picture and start next year's wilderness 
debates with HR 1500. We must continue to insist on at least 5.7 million 
acres. 



SALVAGE FLOGGING COMES TO THE 
GALLATIN NATIONAL FOREST 


During a packed public hearing in 
Bozeman, Montana in mid-Decem- 
ber, the Gallatin National Forest Ser- 
vice announced a nasty new twist on 
lawless logging. In order to quell 
mounting local opposition, the For- 
est Service has found a way to tie 
salvage sales into land acquisition 
deals. 

The Gallatin Land Consolidation 
Program is designed to follow Public 
Law 103-91. This law was enacted in 
1993 to provide a way for the federal 
government to acquire the extensive 
"checkerboard" private inholdings on 
the Gallatin National Forest. These 
inholdings are the nightmare legacy of 
1 9th century land grants to companies 
that built transcontinental railroads 
(see George Draffan and John 
Osborne's recently released book Rail- 
roads and Clearcuts). Round 1 of the 
land exchange, still in progress, will 
acquire private sections on the 
Gallatin Range crest and in the criti- 


cally important Porcupine drainage. 
Big Sky Lumber (BSL), current owners 
of most of the Gallatin inholdings, sub- 
divided all their holdings into 20-acre 
parcels immediately after acquiring 
them from Plum Creek Timber. By 
threatening to sell off prime wildlife 
habitat and recreation lands for resi- 
dential development, BSL is blackmail- 
ing the federal government and the 
public into paying exorbitant prices 
for inholdings. BSL has received around 
$12 million for their holdings in Por- 
cupine Creek. Meanwhile, they are log- 
ging the inholdings they still have 
(72,000 acres) before the next round of 
the Land Consolidation Program al- 
lows them to sell the land to the public 
at inflated prices. Through land ex- 
changes, they also now own former 
public lands in places like the North 
Bridger Range and are logging the crap 
out of them before selling the roads 
and clearcuts back to the public. 

Eager to both continue the Land 
Consolidation Program and push 


through old timber sales under the 
salvage rider, the Gallatin National 
Forest has cleverly combined the two, 
gladly bending over for BSL all the 
while. Up to 60 million board feet of 
public forest are to be offered to BSL as 
part of the land exchange, nearly half 
of that from the Gallatin Forest. Pub- 
lic forest will be sold as salvage to BSL 
to pay them for inholdings they have 
already logged, some of which were 
roadless public forests just a few years 
ago. The Freddies love it because 
logged-over land acquired from pri- 
vate owners goes into the forest's 
timber base already ineligible for 
wilderness designation. This way the 
private landowner takes the heat for 
logging roadless areas, instead of the 
Forest Service. 

Forty million board feet of timber 
sales are planned on the Gallatin for 
fiscal years '96 thru '99, a huge in- 
crease in logging on this popular 
forest. A majority of the sales are slated 
for the heavily impacted Gallatin 


Range south of Bozeman. Over 15 
million board feet are to be offered as 
salvage sales in '96 and '97, including 
the controversial Hyalite sale, subject 
of a public rally in Bozeman last No- 
vember. BSL will aquire over 16 mil- 
lion board feet in '97 and '98. Several 
old timber sales, successfully opposed 
in the past by local citizens, are being 
dredged up and packaged as salvage. 

The Hyalite II salvage sale will con- 
tinue to be the focus of local organiz- 
ing efforts in southwest Montana, but 
other evil sales, such as Appaloosa and 
Wheeler Ridge, must be opposed as 
well. The Native Forest Network will 
be working with Citizens Against Law- 
less Logging to build public awareness 
of and opposition to lawless logging 
in this corner of the Greater 
Yellowstone Ecosystem. Please help! 
Contact the Native Forest Network, 
POB 6151, Bozeman, MT59771-6151, 
e-mail: nfn@igc.apc.org. 

— Native Forest Network 
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by Greg Joder 

Sharks are an evolutionary success 
story — the first shark-like creatures 
appeared nearly 350 million years 
ago during the Paleozoic era. The 
existence of sharks today reflects their 
ability to adapt to a myriad of chang- 
ing environmental conditions over 
an immense span of time. 
Sharks have survived ice ages, 
meteorite impacts and many 
other major ecological disrup- 
tions which may have spelled 
doom for other, less-adaptive 
species. Now, however, their 
survival is threatened by the 
rapacious greed and hunger of 
humanity. 

Human attacks on sharks 
have increased dramatically 
worldwide. Nearly 100 million 
sharks are killed every year. In 
the US alone, recreational fish- 
ers catch nearly 2.5 million 
sharks per year, the majority of 
which are killed. Evidence 
shows that the US commercial 
shark fishery may be killing large 
coastal sharks at a rate that exceeds 
their reproductive potential. 

Jaws is dead. But the unthoughtful, 
ignorant attitude that killed him is 
alive and well. Sharks have yet to earn 
empathy from the public or attention 
from mainstream conservation 
groups, yet these elegant and enig- 
matic creatures should command our 
respect. We should make every effort 
necessary to ensure their long term 
survival. As the top oceanic predator, 
sharks are no less important than the 
top terrestrial predators we so actively 
defend, such as wolves, grizzlies and 
mountain lions. 

Today, there are nearly 350 species 
of sharks ranging in diversity from 
the six-inch Caribbean dwarf dog 
shark to the gentle whale shark, which 
may reach 60 feet in length and feeds 
primarily on plankton, krill and an- 
chovies. In between are the requiem 
sharks, many of which are the target 
of recreational and commercial fish- 
eries. Sharks such as the dusky, sand- 
bar, lemon, blacktip, thresher, white, 
and the hammerhead are slow to 
reproduce, have a high natural juve- 
nile mortality, and may take 15 to 30 
years to reach maturity. These char- 
acteristics are similar to endangered 
marine turtles and baleen whales and 
contribute to a low reproductive rate 
which increases a species' risk of ex- 
tinction when the natural popula- 
tion balance is destroyed by human 
exploitation. 

Bays, lagoons, and estuarine sys- 
tems are the cradle for millions of 
marine plants and animals, includ- 
ing many shark species. Together, 
they create a marvelously complex 


system in which each species is de- 
pendent on another in a web of rela- 
tionships not wholly understood by 
biologists. And, like our National For- 
ests, these coastal areas have been 
compromised to death. 

The official term "mitigation" is 
used to soothe the unwary into be- 
lieving that it's possible to replace 


living seagrass beds, mangrove for- 
ests, salt marshes, or hardbottom 
habitat with a pier, hotel, or ship- 
ping channel. Mitigation has created 
a growing net loss to coastal habitat, 
while perpetuating the illusion that 
humans can duplicate the complex 
biological, chemical, and physical 
processes of nature. 

As early as 1986, the increasing 
demand for shark products caused 
the Regional Fishery Management 
Councils, established under the 
Magnuson Fishery Conservation and 
Management Act, to cite a need for 
further shark research to support 
more responsible shark fishery man- 
agement. In Asian countries there is 
an increased demand for shark fins 
for soup. Shark liver oil continues to 
be used by cosmetics producers and 
shark skin is tanned and used for 
leather products internationally. Re- 
cently, cancer and arthritis patients 
have taken to ingesting shark carti- 
lage pills, with the producers sug- 
gesting a remedy for their ills. The 
Mote Marine Laboratory’s Center for 
Shark Research in Sarasota has re- 
vealed, through testing on animals, 
that there is no direct evidence that 
shark cartilage pills cure or even affect 
cancer or arthritis-infected tissues. 

Although it was clear early on that 
commercial shark catches were in- 
creasing due to this demand (nearly 
doubling every year after 1985), and 
the entry of vessels into the fishery 
was unregulated, the National Ma- 
rine Fisheries Service (NMFS) waited 
until 1993 to implement the Atlantic 
Shark Fishery Management Plan (FMP) 
which delineated yearly quotas based 
on past catch and effort data. 


...massive overfishing , 
when combined with the 
cumulative effects of 
coastal habitat loss and 
marine pollution , is setting 
the stage for an ecological 
crisis beyond the scope of 
human understanding. 


The National Marine Fisheries Ser- 
vice developed the shark FMP over a 
four-year period and implemented 
the final draft in 1993. The imple- 
mentation of the shark FMP was seen 
as a necessary step in managing the 
until-then unregulated fishery. And, 
indeed, the shark FMP was desper- 
ately needed. The unnecessarily long 
_ development period of the shark 
FMP may have contributed to 
the 60 to 80 percent population 
decline of sharks common to 
the mid- Atlantic region. Several 
biologists estimated that large 
coastal sharks were being killed 
at twice the rate of "maximum 
sustainable yield" (MSY); that is, 
sharks were being killed faster 
than they could reproduce. 
NMFS recognized that large 
coastal sharks were overfished 
and that populations were esti- 
mated to be below their MSY, yet 
has continued to set quotas de- 
rived from inadequate surplus- 
production models that will not 
achieve the goals of the shark 
FMP rebuilding program. These quo- 
tas, which are biased toward short- 
term economic health, disregard the 
long-term biological consequences of 
overfishing. 

In 1994 NMFS held a Shark Evalu- 
ation Workshop (SEW) to determine 
the status of the shark fishery. Biolo- 
gists from NMFS and academia gath- 
ered to review the existing data. They 
determined that the existing data 
did not support a quota increase for 
the large coastal shark fishery in 1 995 
and, in fact, recommended a decrease 
in quotas to 1993 levels. The mem- 
bers of the SEW also determined that 
"catch per unit effort, average 
weights, and species richness have 
declined throughout the period of 
data availability... Based on these 
types of information, the committee 
judged that the current [quota at 
1993 levels] would not lead to stock 


rebuilding by the end of the cen- 
tury." The 1994 SEW concluded that 
"Increasing the [quota] might be con- 
sidered risk prone with respect to 
promoting stock..." and allowing 
"...any [quota] might be considered 
risk prone." 

In late 1995 biologists warned that 
following the shark FMP guidelines 
would allow population declines for 
the large coastal sharks to continue. 
The effects of achieving the targeted 
mortality (annual quota) in the large 
coastal shark fishery have become 
glaringly apparent, as seen by the 
documented population collapse of 
dusky sharks and the severe popula- 
tion decline of sandbar sharks in the 
Chesapeake Bay region of the Atlan- 
tic ocean. The Virginia Institute of 
Marine Science (VIMS) has conducted 
long-line surveys in the Chesapeake 
bay region and has documented a 60 
to 80 percent population decline for 
both the dusky and sandbar sharks 
over the last 10 years. Using the In- 
ternational Union for the 
Conservation of Nature criteria for 
listing the status of species, popula- 
tions of sandbar sharks in the Western 
North Atlantic would be classified as 
"Critically Endangered" due to such 
severe declines. A large historical 
population and the targeting of juve- 
nile and sub-adults is the sole reason 
sandbar sharks continue to support a 
commercial fishery in this region. 

VIMS reported the collapse of dusky 
shark populations and the Shark 
Evaluation Workshop biologists rec- 
ommended a lower quota for the 
large coastal shark management unit 
(in which the sandbar and dusky 
sharks are lumped with 20 other spe- 
cies for commercial convenience), 
and yet the NMFS turned a blind eye 
and increased the quota. It was only 
a five-percent increase, but an in- 
crease still, which disregarded scien- 

continued on next page 



Baby hammerheads removed from mother’s stomach. The mother was killed in a shark- fishing tournament. 
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Sharks threatened 



Shark fins ready for market in Trinidad, West Indies 


tifically sound recommendations 
based on the best existing data avail- 
able. NMFS said of its decision, "NMFS 
believes that the five percent reduc- 
tion in quotas necessary to return to 
the 1993 level could have a large 
negative impact on the large coastal 
shark fishing industry." In this way 
NMFS made a clear statement of pri- 
ority, placing economics before bio- 
logical imperative, and placing sev- 
eral shark species at even greater risk. 
Dr. J. A. Musick of the Virginia Insti- 
tute of Marine Science recently re- 
ported: "Even if the fishery were com- 
pletely closed, stock recovery of the 
sandbar shark and other large coastal 
species in the western North Atlantic 
would take several decades." 

Regulations to prevent or reduce 
bycatch must be enacted and enforced. 
In 1991, the Gulf of Mexico tuna 
long-line fleet had an estimated 3,21 7 
metric tons of bycatch representing at 
least 18 different shark species. The 


Gulf of Mexico shrimp trawl fishery 
has nearly 3,000 metric tons of small 
coastal shark bycatch per year. These 
unwanted, non-target species are sim- 
ply thrown overboard dead or dying 
as waste. Threatened and endangered 
sea turtles are often part of this bycatch 
as well as imperiled fish species such 
as the weakfish (sea trout), which is in 
danger of population collapse due to 
overfishing from the directed com- 
mercial harvest. 

Sustainable "harvest" is an illusion 
for any fishery. With fisheries world- 
wide, including those in US waters, 
collapsing from overfishing and habi- 
tat degradation, bycatch is only a mi- 
nor problem. The truth is that there is 
no environmentally friendly way of 
removing huge numbers of fish from 
the sea. And that's exactly what is 
happening. With minimal regard for 
the long-term biological health of the 
oceans, predator/prey relationships or 
ecosystem dynamics, many US fisher- 
ies are being fished above the esti- 


continued from previous page 

mated biological maximum sustain- 
able yield. This massive overfishing, 
when combined with the cumulative 
effects of coastal habitat loss and ma- 
rine pollution, is setting the stage for 
an ecological crisis beyond the scope 
of human understanding. 

Without strong public input, fed- 
eral agencies will continue to bow to 
the commercial fishing industry's 
pressure to maintain or increase quo- 
tas, quotas that cannot be biologically 
sustained. In the past, this pressure 
has lead to overfishing and the col- 
lapse of entire fisheries, which 
ultimately cost those very fishers their 
-jobs. Many conservation organiza- 
tions have won public support for 
efforts to protect a few popular ma- 
rine animals. This tide must turn to 
include the many "non-charismatic" 
marine species and ecosystems that 
are falling through the cracks, unno- 
ticed by environmental groups and 
federal agencies. Actions by grassroots 


organizations, such as the Sea Shep- 
herd Conservation Society's 1993 
defense of the North Atlantic ground- 
fish populations in the Grand Banks 
ecosystem, has brought public and 
governmental attention to the des- 
perate need for ecosystem protection . 

As time passes, it will become ap- 
parent to the public that the ocean is 
more than a playground for Flipper 
and Willy. It may dawn on them 
then that they have been duped for 
hundreds of millions of dollars by 
mainstream conservation groups and 
federal agencies who continue to be 
swayed by compromise. 

As long as there is a demand for 
shark meat and fins, the issues facing 
shark management will remain com- 
plex. The National Marine Fisheries 
Service has been lagging in its duty as 
custodians and managers of North 
America's great marine ecosystems. 
Fishery managers must put econom- 
ics aside and begin to manage all 
sharks and their marine habitat in a 


biologically sound manner. Cur- 
rently, NMFS manages each species 
as if it lives in a vacuum, lacking any 
dependence on other species within 
a given ecosystem. Only when a spe- 
cies declines to the point of being 
threatened or endangered is NMFS 
forced to take action for the recovery 
and conservation of that species. 

For sharks, biologically sound man- 
agement should entail a detailed 
understanding of the life-history pat- 
terns of both sharks and their prey, as 
well as understanding the role of 
coastal and pelagic nursery habitat 
and feeding areas for predator and 
prey species alike. The next step should 
be the closure of the large coastal 
shark fisheries until there are docu- 
mented signs of individually depleted 
species recovering to their historic 
population levels. Finally, NMFS 
should ban the export of shark fins, 
meat, and leather from US waters. 

The National Marine Fisheries Ser- 
vice should strive to take the lead in 
shark conservation and habitat pro- 
tection. Fishery management plans 
should integrate the best scientific 
data available with the concepts of 
conservation biology in order to fos- 
ter a greater understanding of eco- 
system dynamics and species interre- 
lationships. 

Under the care of current manage- 
ment by the National Marine Fisher- 
ies Service the fate of many shark 
species remains to be seen. It is im- 
perative that federal and state agen- 
cies, the public, and commercial and 
recreation fishers look at the sea as a 
complex system that exists in a pre- 
carious balance with finite limits. As 
a culture, we must re-evaluate our 
relationship with the Earth and seek 
to restore the balance. The idea that 
the world's oceans can provide end- 
less and abundant "resources" and 
economic gain for the growing hu- 
man population is a social disease 
and it must be cured if we are to move 
into the future with a healthy, di- 
verse and wild Earth. 

What you can do: Demand an im- 
mediate closure to the shark fishery 
to ensure the recovery of the dusky 
shark, sandbar shark and other de- 
clining species in the "large coastal 
shark management unit." Cite the 
regional collapse of dusky shark 
populations as an example of inad- 
equate and irresponsible manage- 
ment. Write Richard Stone, Chief 
Highly Migratory Species Division 
National Marine Fisheries Service, 
1335 East-West Highway Silver 
Spring, MD 20910. 


Take action! Coastal Activists can 
become active in Regional Fishery 
Management Council public meet- 
ings. Present logical and biologically 
sound arguments to every manage- 
ment issue effecting the marine ani- 
mals and ecosystems of your region. 
Don't let the commercial recreational 
fishing industries go unchallenged 
in their destruction! 

Support the Biodiversity Legal 
Foundation's efforts to protect ma- 
rine species and ecosystems! For more 
information write: Greg Joder, Ma- 
rine Conservation Coordinator, 
Biodiversity Legal Foundation 2004 
8th St., Suite F Boulder, CO 80302. 

f - X 

Campaign against 
the sale of shark — 
you can help 

The Biodiversity Legal Foun- 
dation has begun a campaign 
designed to educate consumers 
and retailers about the serious 
threat facing many shark popu- 
lations today. 

Despite the documented de- 
clines, retailers remain unaware 
and continue to sell shark prod- 
ucts. The B1F believes that 
through its campaign it can ef- 
fectively educate the offending 
parties of the peril facing these 
magnificent marine predators. 

The most commonly sold 
products are shark fillets and 
shark cartilage pills. Sharkskin 
cowboy boots, wallets and other 
vanity items can be found as 
well. You can help the BLF in its 
shark conservation efforts by re- 
porting establishments that sell 
shark "products." The BLF will 
then send an educational letter 
requesting that the shark prod- 
uct be discontinued. The letter 
will inform the establishment 
of the current crisis facing ocean 
ecosystems and the implications 
for sharks and their ocean habi- 
tat. The BLF wil request the 
establishment's commitment to 
long-term conservation ideals, 
awareness and education. 

To report a business with shark 
products on the menu or the 
shelves, please contact the 
Biodiversity Legal Foundation, 
2004 8th St., Suite F, Boulder, 
CO 80302; phone (303) 443- 
5518. We will send you a copy of 
the letter sent to the establish- 
ment that you reported. 

V ) 


Wanted: Activists to work 
on coastal biodiversity issues 

The Biodiversity Legal Foundation is in need of biologically and legally 
oriented activists to assist in its progressive and proactive Marine Conser- 
vation Program. Many creatures in our ocean's ecosystems are slipping 
through the cracks. You can help make a difference. 

Work involves identification of seriously imperiled marine 
species, preparation of status reviews, conservation assessments, and ap- 
propriate challenges of inadequate management by agencies responsible 
for the caretaking of America's marine animals and their habitat. 

Act now. Please call or write for the nitty gritty details: Marine Conser- 
vation Coordinator, Biodiversity Legal Foundation, 2004 8th St., Suite F, 
Boulder, CO 80302; phone (303) 443-5518. 

V / 
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The largest private utility company in Chile, Endesa, is plan- 
ning to construct six hydroelectric dams on the Bio Bio River. The 
first of these, Pangue, is already completed. Endesa now says it will 
move ahead with construction of the largest of the Bio Bio dams, 
called Ralco. 

Ralco would be 155 meters high with a 3,400 hectare reservoir, 
which would displace 700 people, including 400 Pehuenche 
Indians. The Upper Bio Bio, where the Ralco dam is planned, is 
home to the Pehuenche group of the Mapuche Indians, who 
maintain their traditional lifestyle. The two dams would flood 
more than 70 kilometers of the river valley, inundating the richly 
diverse forest and its wildlife. 

Environmental and Indigenous 
rights groups oppose the project 
not only because of the wide scale 
destruction it would cause, but also 
because projections of Chile's fu- 
ture energy requirements indicate 
that the energy it would produce 
will not be needed. 

In late December, an unprec- 
edented number of Chilean gov- 
ernment authorities traveled to the 
Upper Bio Bio to hear the concerns 
of the Pehuenche Indians who op- 
pose the dam and the current sur- 
veying work of Endesa, which is 
disruptive to their lifestyle and cul- 
ture. Under the new Chilean Indig- 
enous Peoples Law, the Pehuenche 
have the right to refuse to be evicted 
and relocated by Endesa. 

Currently, Endesa's surveying per- 
mit has expired, but they are 
contintinuing work illegally. They 

are petitioning to continue surveying for the construction of Ralco, 
despite the fact that they havenot yet completed an environmental 
impact assessment for the project nor gained approval by the 
Chilean Environmental Protection Agency (CONAMA) to move 
forward with the project. The Pehuenche oppose the renewal of 
Endesa's license to survey and are not willing to waive their right to 
their lands for the relocation offer Endesa has proposed. 

The visit by top Chilean officials was unusual in the number of 
government representatives who actually visited the remote vil- 
lages of the affected Pehuenche. Included in the delegation were 
Vivianne Blanlot, executive director of CONAMA, Mauricio 
Huenchulaf, National Director of the Chilean Department of 
Indian Affairs (CONADI), CONAD1 representatives Juan Nanculef 
and Juan Huenupi, Senator Octavio Jara and Regional Environ- 
mental Protection agency director Bolivar Ruiz. Also present were 
the rector of the University of Concepcion, Monica Ehrenfeld of 
the Community Ecological Council of Los Angeles, Chile, Mem- 
bers of Grupo de Accion por el Bio Bio and numerous journalists. 

At the meetings, the officials reiterated to the Pehuenche that 
the Ralco project has not yet been approved by the government 
and assured them of their legal right to refuse to leave their lands. 
Even so, the Pehuenche in attendance detailed numerous in- 
stances where Endesa had violated their rights by coming onto 
their lands without permission and misinforming them of the 
status of the Ralco project and of their right to oppose it. 

In response to Pehuenche concerns, officials promised that they 
would watch vigilantly to ensure that Endesa would comply with 
all relevant laws. They proposed initiatives such as installing a 
team of CONAMA representatives in the area, informing the 
central government bodies of the infractions by Endesa in the 
Upper Bio Bio, and creating a mechanism to ensure adequate 
participation of the Pehuenche in the public review process of the 
Environmental Impact Assessment when it is complete. Endesa is 
expected to submit its EIA as early as the end of January. 

The Quepuca Ralco community of Pehuenche has addressed a 
letter to Alvaro Garcia, Economic Minister whose governmental 
department oversees the Superintendency of Energy and Fuels, 
which has approved the petition renewal. The Inspector General of 
Chile has yet to make a decision regarding the renewal of the 
concession. The message details the Pehuenche's grievances against 
Endesa, including threats to establish new Endesa camps in the area. 

Despite demonstrated opposition by community members, 
the Endesa-controlled Fundacion Pehuen (FP) is trying to extend 
the parameters of its legal charter to allow it to operate in the 
Pehuenche community of Ralco Lepoy. Fundacion Pehuen was 
established by Pangue, SA., the subsidiary of Endesa in charge of 
the dam projects in the Upper Bio Bio, on the advice of the World 
Bank. The chartered purpose of FP is to mitigate the negative 
impacts of the Pangue Dam on the culture of the Pehuenche in 
the area of Pangue. Instead, it has been used to promote the 
interests of Endesa. 
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In October 1994, the people of Ralco Lepoy voted against the 
presence of the FP in their community. Still, the FP has stayed, taking 
advantage of the isolation and of severe poverty in Ralco Lepoy. Now 
it appears that Endesa is trying to legalize its presence there. 

Scientists from University of Concepcion in Valparaiso, Chile, 
recently stated that they have completed evaluating a monitoring 
study of the Pangue Dam project, with the conclusion that the 
study is inadequate. Their study is a result of a formal recommen- 
dation by the Chilean Congress, asking the President of Chile to 
protect the Upper Bio Bio and to monitor large-scale public works 
there. The President then asked Endesa to contract a "monitoring 

study" of the construction of Pangue 
and its impacts. 

The evaluation was undertaken by 
University of Concepcion scientists at 
the request of the Regional Branch of 
Chile's National Fisheries Service 
(SERNAP). It states that Endesa's moni- 
toring study is insufficient in many 
areas. The study makes no mention of 
the original state of the ecosystem, 
which has already been altered during 
the construction of Pangue. Nor does 
the evaluation address the impact that 
interrupting the river flow will have 
on fish species, nor how their popula- 
tions will be maintained above and 
below the dam. In its conclusion, the 
evaluation states that the information 
provided is insufficient for political 
authorities to adequately assess the 
impact on fish species. 

Please express your support for the 
Pehuenche to the following: Vivianne 
Blanlot, Directora Ejecutiva, Comision 
Nacional de Medio Ambiete, fax 011-562-240-1262; Alvaro Garcia, 
Ministerio de Economia, Reconstruccion y Fomento, fax 56-2-696- 
6305; Eduardo Frei, Presidente de la Republica de Chile, fax 56-2-692- 
4020 or 56-2-690-4329 or leave a message at his home page on the 
World Wide Web: http://www.presidencia.cl/. 

To contact Grupo de Acci6n por el Bio Bio write to Ernesto Pinto 
Lagarrigue 112, Recoleta, Santiago de Chile, +56-2-737-1420, fax +56- 
2-777-6414, e-mail: gabb@huelen.reuna.cl;translation and electronic 
distribution by International Rivers Network, 1847 Berkeley Way, 
Berkeley, CA 94703, USA, (510) 848-1 155, fax (510) 848-1008, e-mail: 
glenirn@igc.apc.org. 

— Grupo de Accion por el Bio Bio 


Dam Derailed in Chile 




Road Railroaded in England 


T he beginning of work to build the Newbury 
Bypass Road in England saw the most well- 
prepared direct action in the UK swing into 
action on Tuesday, January 9. The proposed road 
would destroy three "environmentally protected" 
areas, an ancient battle site, and vast amounts of 
beautiful woodland and commons. Various activist 
groups have opposed the prospective road for years. 
Opposition has come not just from a coalition of 
environmental groups including Earth First! and 
Friends of the Earth, but also from historical battle 
reenactment groups and even local businesses. 

About 100 people have been living in camps set 
up along the proposed route of the road for the last 
six months. They have also devised elaborate tree 
houses and tunnel networks to protect the land 
from any eco-destroyers. People intend to stay in 
the large, underground tunnel system for up to a 
month. Air has to be pumped down the tunnels 
because they are so far from the surface. Any heavy 
equipment driving over the tunnels would cause 
them to collapse. 

The road builders are planning to complete the 
project within 2.5 years. With the money and time 
the activists will cost them there is little chance of 
that. There is also a strong level of mainstream 
political opposition to the route which has been 
fueled by direct activists. 

On January 10, the first day of attempted road 
building started with a preemptive strike by the 
activists. In England, corporations are required to 
hire security to protect their activities from protest- 
ors; the police will not do it. The protestors started 
the day by blockading the security force's base at 
Sulhamstead Abbots with scaffolding tripods placed 
at either end of the lane. 

The day after the successful blockade of the secu- 
rity force's base, the action moved to the proposed 
route of the bypass at Tot Hill where machines of 
destruction were trying to clear the site. The digger 
[backhoe], surrounded by a ring of security, was 
busy taking out trees. Surveyors with their theodo- 
lites were hanging around, waiting to start work. It 
was quite a fraught situation really. Direct activists 
who were surrounding the circle of security jumped 
into the hollows left by the digger and the first tree 
as it came out. There were probably about ten 
people in there. Occasionally security managed to 
drag someone out, but there were plenty of replace- 
ments managing to break through the security lines 
and get back in the holes. 

One effective tactic was to provoke security by 
quoting some of the more ridiculous bits out of the 
briefing they were given at their barracks (covertly 
obtained by the protestors). For example, they were 
told that female protestors plait their underarm 
hair. Their employers also warned them that female 
protestors might try to push past them topless. 

Playing on the conditions at the barracks for 
security personnel was also effective— they're al- 
lowed no drink, have got two showers between the 
lot of them, and are paid poorly. But the protestors 
also tried to appeal to better nature of the people — 
asking them if they had thought about the environ- 
mental impact of the road, and the fact that local 
people were conned into believing it will solve 
Newbury's traffic problems. 

The main thing was to engage them in conversa- 
tion, being polite, but also trying to wind them up 
a bit. The reaction varied: many didn't say any- 
thing, but many accepted food when offered. 

By midday, the security tired and the protestors 
managed to push one particularly weak link in the 
chain back to the digger, and then break through it. 
Four or five people got under the main chassis and 
linked arms and legs. The contractors switched the 
digger off, and half an hour later they decided to 
stop work for the day. The security just couldn't get 
people out from under the digger. They could only 
get at people around the edge of the digger, and 
everyone under the digger was so well linked to 
their neighbours that trying to pull one person out 
was like trying to pull the whole lot out. Security 
escorted the digger out through the woodland and 
across the field onto the road, where a lorry picked 
it up half an hour later. Once again, an embarrassed 


Highways Agency had to abandon work for the day. 

After that, the protestors dispersed. They had 
been wholly nonviolent: When somebody went 
down and was in danger of being trampled, every- 
body on both sides stopped to let them get up, 
regardless of whether that person was security or a 
protestor. 

On January 12, the police suc- 
cumbed to massive politi- 
cal pressure and started 
using the notoriously 
unjust Criminal Jus- 
tice Act (CJA). A de- 
cision no doubt 
made easier by ex- 
treme pro-bypass 
bias in some parts 
of the broadcast 
media the night 
before. A total of 
35 nonviolent 
protestors were ar- 
rested for trying to 
stop Highways 
Agency-sponsored 
destruction at two 
sites along the route. 

Most of the arrests were 
for "Aggravated Tres- 
pass", in many cases a 
specious charge since the 
protestor in question was 
on a public footpath. 

No destruction took 
place January 1 2 and „ 

13; the Highways 
Agency took the 
weekend off. Mas- 
sive numbers of 
supporters flooded 
in from all over the 
country. Excellent 
work was done in 
record time at the 
newly established Tot 
Hill camp to improve 
amenities and strengthen its defences. A tree plant- 
ing at Tot Hill to reverse some of the damage done 
the previous week turned into a jazz party once the 
work was done. 

On January 15, an increasingly desperate High- 
ways Agency attempted to vandalize six sites. They 
went to Tot Hill twice but on both occasions were 
unable to work because of the sheer numbers of 
people there. They went to Penwood Lane and got 
one big tree and a few birches down before being 
stopped. They went to Mary Hare, were stopped, 



and then pulled up their own fence posts! They 
grouped at Enborne Row, but were scared off by 
loads of people. They then went to Enbourne Road 
but didn't manage to get any trees down due to large 
numbers of people. Somebody locked onto the 
security coach, forcing them to walk there. Direct 
action held them off six sites. 

People are still turning up for ac- 
tions from around the 
country and six major 
environmental groups 
are joining together to 
back the protest. 
These include 
Greenpeace, 
Friends of the 
Earth, The Royal 
Society for the 
Protection of 
Birds and the 
r World Wide Fund 
for Nature. This 
makes the whole 
thing even more 
sensitive politically as 
some of the groups 
such as the RSPB and 
WWFN have a large Tory 
membership-right- 
wingers teaming with 
environmentalists! 
Several of the subcon- 
tractors to build the 
road have dropped 
out this week after 
fears that the road 
may be scrapped. 
Even if it isn't the pro- 
tests will cost them so 
much they won't be 
able to afford to con- 
tinue operating. This 
was reported in the main 
UK construction journal. 
Things are looking good but 
more people are still desperately 
needed up in trees and blocking work. Around 100 
trees have already been cut down. 

Whatever happens it looks set to be a long hot 
summer: If you're coming to the UK, join in. 

For more information, contact Third Battle of 
Newbury, PO Box 5520, Newbury, RG14 7YW. UK 
01635 45544; Earth First! Action Update, PO BOX 
7, Cardiff, England CF2 4XX, phone (01222) 
383363, e-mail: actionupdate@gn.apc.org; No 
Newbury Bypass Web Page: http://www.gn.apc.org/ 
newbury/. 


Union Carbide Busted 

Twenty-five environment and human rights organizations across the US have demanded that Union 
Carbide Corporation stand trial in India on the charge of culpable homicide as the perpetrator of the 
world's worst industrial disaster. 

Union Carbide is a $5 billion chemical company headquartered in Danbury, Connecticut but 
incorporated in New York State with worldwide operations. Both the Corporation and its Chairman at 
the time of the disaster have refused to appear in court to answer this charge and have been declared 
absconders from justice. 

A full-page ad in the West Coast edition of the New York Times has urged Dennis C. Vacco, New York 
State Attorney General, to begin charter revocation proceedings against Union Carbide as long as it 
continues to flout the law. Most state corporation codes, including New York, provide for dissolving 
corporations that cause great harm. 

Eleven years ago, thousands of men, women, and children were killed when a Union Carbide 
pesticide plant gassed the city of Bhopal in India. More than a decade later, tens of thousands more 
are still crippled and dying. 

The groups issuing the call for justice in Bhopal range from major national organizations like Greenpeace 
and Friends of the Earth to grassroots groups like the Calhoun County Resource Watch on the Texas Gulf 
Coast where Union Carbide has a major production facility with a history of dangerous accidents. 
Collectively they reflect hundreds of thousands of Americans concerns about the Republican push to 
weaken laws intended to protect workers and communities. 

Please write to William Joyce, CEO, Union Carbide Corporation, 39 Old Ridgebury Road, Danbury CT 
06817-0001; Dennis C. Vacco, Attorney General, NY State Department of Law, 120 Broadway, New York 
NY 10271. For more information, contact the Campaign for Justice in Bhopal, c/o Council on 
International and Public Affairs, 777 United Nations Plaza, Suite 3C, New York, NY 10017, (212) 972- 
9877, fax (212) 972-9878. 


Brigid 1996 Earth First! Page 17 





Subversive Economics: Back to the Land 



by Tim Haugen 

Bruce, from Nebraska, has called to my attention 
the fact that it is possible, at least in some states, to 
acquire land in many ways that are not profitable to 
the earth-raping developers who would sub-divide 
the land down to its last green acre. In some places, 
you can go to the county tax assessor and pay back- 
taxes owed by land owners. If they fail to pay you 
back, with interest, within a certain established 
period of time, the county assessor will give you the 
deed to the land. 

At first glance, this may seem like a cruel tactic, but 
consider the possibilities. Bruce tells me of a group in 
Minnesota that has acquired thousands of acres of 
corporate-owned forest in this way. In my neighbor- 
hood just this last spring, a golf course changed 
hands in this way. 

But what if you find a small parcel of privately 
owned land, and its owner has struggled to care for 
it responsibly? Friends of mine who came across 
such a parcel approached the land owner, who 
proved to be very willing to cut a deal. In short, my 
friends were able to buy 40 acres for $2,800. 

I would like to suggest that people who seek to 
acquire lands in this way should follow this ethi- 
cal standard. If the land owner (whether a corpo- 
ration or a private individual) has abused the land 
or has an established history of abusing other 
lands, then the hostile takeover is warranted. Pay 
the back taxes and get the deed without feeling 
guilty. However, if the owner ha$ cared for the 
land, deal with the person directly rather than 
with the tax assessor. 

In either case certain precautions are in order. First, 
be aware that you will be responsible for any liens 
that are attached to the land. If the previous owner 
had debts and used the land as collateral, you can be 
held responsible for that debt. The only way to be 
certain of your standing is to have a title insurance 


com pany conduct a title search . 

If problems with liens arise that 
they failed to inform you of, 
then they will be responsible, 
not you. 

Second, be aware of zoning 
laws. If you take over that 
local golf course with the in- 
tention of converting it to a 
nature preserve, zoning laws 
may prevent you from doing 
that. The county tax assessor 
should be able to help you 
with questions regarding zon- 
ing and rezoning. It may be: 
possible to change the stat- 
utes of your land to reduce 
the taxes on it. 

It probably goes without saying that your average 
EFIer has radically different ideas about the proper 
relationship between a human culture and its land 
base than does your typical apologist for the status 
quo. It is abhorrent to me that something so vital to 
the well-being of all life can be carved up into the 
private domains of privileged profiteers. But given the 
current political climate, change for the better seems 
unlikely in the foreseeable future. The corporatocracy 
has a firm grip on the political structures and on the 
public consciousness by way of its control of the 
media. They're not likely to give up their control 
voluntarily or to embrace earth-based values. The 
renewal of an earth-friendly culture must take place at 
the grassroots level by individuals, families and coop- 
erative communities. The only way we'll be able to 
compete with ignorance, media-induced fear and the 
glorification of consumption is by showing people, 
one on one, the real-life possibilities of living a good 
life in accord with earth-friendly values. 

This brings about a slight philosophical dilemma. 
On the one hand, the notion that the earth can be 


divided into the private domains of a privileged 
elite to be used and abused as they see fit is one that 
deserves to die if the viability of our planetary 
home is going to be preserved. On the other hand, 
building viable alternatives will be difficult if not 
impossible without some of us "owning" land. 
Stable models of earth-friendly living will not be 
able to survive without cooperating in superficial 
ways with the notion of "ownership." If the public 
doesn't see that alternative ways of life can be 
meaningful and desirable, then we may as well 
pass out the party hats and celebrate nature's last 
days, because that's where we're headed. 

In the eyes of the state, I personally "own" land, 
103 acres in the southern Colorado foothills. How- 
ever, I choose to look at it a little differently. I have 
really purchased the responsibility to care for the 
land and the other lives that depend on it. I encour- 
age others to do likewise. And if you can do so while 
at the same time evicting an eco-raper from the land, 
as Bruce suggests, then your actions will be doubly 
beneficial. So, head on down to the county court- 
house, visit the assessor, and happy shopping! 


(Dear (Miss (Demeanor : 

Advice for tfie ‘Ecologically Confused 



Dear Miss Demeanor: 

As part of my literal translation of 
"Back to the Pleistocene," I have re- 
cently been compelled to utilize the 
remains of my brothers and sisters 
from the Coyote, Deer and Raccoon 
nations who have lost their lives to 
the advent of fossil-fueled man-ma- 
chines. 

Last winter, I came upon a dead 
sister from the Coyote nation. Her life 
had been taken only minutes before I 
found her body. Please excuse my woo- 


woo rant, what I noticed was some- 
thing in the air. Her spirit was still 
there. It stayed around her body for 
hours. I used as much of her body as I 
could. I was able to save her meat. 
Bones for tools. I brain-tanned her 
hide into a very warm hat. I still sense 
her presence at times. 

My question, Miss Demeanor, is this: 
Need I concern myself with the possi- 
bility of developing co-dependent re- 
lationships with the spirits of dead 
animals? 

Desperately Waiting for Wisdom, 
— Mr. Roadkill 

Dear Mr. Roadkill, 

Well, dearie, unless you find your- 
self requiring the coyote's approval 
for your new haircut to maintain your 
self-esteem, surely a deceased animal 
is better company than many a both- 
ersome living human. 

Gentle Readers: 

Throughout the two years I have 
had the privilege of contributing to 
this esteemed publication, 1 have met 
readers who enthused, "You write let- 
ters that sound so real!" The truth, 
dear friends, is that I have never once 
made up a single letter — perish the 
thought! Each missive is a genuine 
submission from a brave but ecologi- 
cally confused eco-activist. 

Sadly, this misperception has be- 
come widespread. I just barely receive 


enough letters to keep the column 
going. Therefore — alas! — I am consid- 
ering retiring. If all of you endearing 
radicals were perfectly free of ecologi- 
cal confusion, I would be delighted to 
gracefully depart. But clearly that is 
not yet the case, and it would be just 
dreadful to discontinue helping those 
who are desperate and angst-ridden. 

My dear, dear readers, I do so hope 
you will release your literary inhibi- 
tions and write to me. I can help you 
along on your courageous but confus- 
ing journey. 

For Mother Earth, 

— Miss Demeanor 
Humorous questions maybe addressed 
to Miss Demeanor, C/O The Earth First! 
Journal, PO Box 1415, Eugene, OR 
97440. 


WATCH OUT TER 
THEM GOPHERS 

In Ceres, California, a gopher 
was found on school grounds by a 
student, who turned it over to 
three school janitors. The janitors 
attempted to kill the gopher by 
freezing it to death with the spray 
from several cans of a freezing 
solvent used to clean floors. After 
the attempted extermination, one 
of the janitors tried to light a ciga- 
rette, which ignited the solvent 
and blew the janitors out of the 
utility room. Nineteen people were 
injured by the explosion. The go- 
pher survived, and was later re- 





This is the Blank Wall 

Tired of seeing computer-generated text stacked in neat little 
columns? Feel like your bioregion doesn't get enough editorial 
attention? Don't despair, sign up for the blank wall. 

We will not edit the centerfold. Arrange it as you desire. You will 
be completely responsible for anything you print on your pages. Lay 
it out however you want. 

Tell us when you want to fill the Blank Wall, and you will get your 
chance when your turn comes around. Call early; the waiting list is 
sometimes very long. Have at it. 
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Cascadians UNue 


Savaging the Northwest 


F orests of pine and fir blanketed the hillsides, 
great cedars filled creekbeds, the rivers were 
crowded with salmon, sturgeon and trout, the 
wolf and the bear roamed free. Then came the 
saws. A century later, less than 5% of our native forests 
are left, native fish runs are collapsing, wolves have been 
wiped off of 95% of their range, and the bear are running 
for cover. Welcome to Cascadia! Now, the remaining 
old growth that we have fought so hard to protect in the 
past decade is threatened by “Logging Without Laws”. 

From the Blue and Wallawa Mountains of Northeast 
Oregon to the Olympic Peninsula, the Siskiyous to the 
North Cascades of Washinton, the so-called “salvage 
rider” is wreaking havoc on the last of the Northwest’s 
native forests. Signed into law by President Clinton on 
July 27, 1995, the rider mandates that public forests be 
cut “to the maximum extent feasible. ..not withstand- 
ing of any other provision of law” . All criminal and civil 
laws and international treaties are suspended for the sake 
of limitless logging. The law singles out the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), the National Forest 
Managment Act CNFMA), Multiple-Use Sustained Yield 
Act, Competition in Contracting Act, and the Endan- 
gered Species Act. The rider also eliminates the public 
participation process and any administrative or judicial 
challenge. This thoroughly undemocratic peice of legis- 
lation has thus been termed “Logging Without Laws”. 

The rider was added on to a “budget-cutting” Recissions 
Bill, but it will actually cost taxpayers money. The rider 
states that “timber sales. .. shall not be precluded because 
the cost of such activities are likely to exceed the 
revenues.” The Forest Service is also authorized to hire 
private contractors (from the timber industry) to pre- 
pare and advertise sales. The General Accounting Office 
has estimated the “Logging Without Laws” Rider will 
cost the taxpayers over one billion dollars. Much of this 
cost comes from the subsidization of access roads for 
logging. Following large-scale wildfires in 1994, the Emer- 
gency Salvage Timber Program was justified by the 
timber industry and some members of Congres as an 
effort to expedite cutting of burned and diseased trees. 
But the language of the rider was so broad that any tree 
“susceptible to fire or insect attack” and any “associated 
trees” can be cut. The timber industry talked of a “forest 
health crisis” and the need to log forests to protect them 
from future “catastrophic fire and infestation”, but forest 
scientists agree that “there is no scientifically sound 



reasonto engage in salvage logging and many reasons not 
to. Some have stated that to significantly reduce the odds 
of catostrophic fire one would have to pave the forest. 
Salvage logging is extremely detrimental to a forest 
recovering from fire. Also, the tree farms that follow the 
salvage clearcuts are much less resilient than native 
forests to fires, disease and pest infestation. 

“It doesn’t take a cognitive giant to see that if logging 
was really in the interest of the forest it would not be 
exempted from environmental laws.” -Derrick Jensen, 
Forest Voice Primer ’96 

Another section of the rider mandates the cutting of 
the Section 318 Timber Sales. The 318 Sales were 
created in 1989, when Senator Mark Hatfield (R-OR) 
attached a rider to an appropriations bill mandating the 
cutting of ancient forest. Some of the sales were stopped 
by court injuction and later protected by Clinton’s Forest 
Plan (Option 9). Now re-released by the “Salvage Rider”, 
those 318 sales must be cut in the terms of their original 
contract; no stream buffers or any other environmental 
protection. Many of these sales had been given a “Jeop- 
ardy Determination” by the US Fish and Wildlife Service, 
meaning that logging and attendant road-building would 
probably cause the extinction of Spotted Owl or Marbled 
Murrelet (endangered species) in the watershed. Still, 
the timber industry wasn’t satisfied. The day after 
Clinton signed the rider into law, the industry went to 
court, arguing for an even broader interpretation of the 
“Section 318” clause. Federal Judge Michael Hogan ruled 
on January 10, 1996, that the rider releases ALL timber 
sales offered since October 1989, that had been stopped 
for any reason! 

All across Cascadia, we are seeing green native forests 
fall under the guise of “harvesting dead and dying tim- 
ber”. President Clinton and some members of congress 
are considering reforming the rider. Rep. Elizabeth 
Furse (D-OR) has introduced legislation to repeal the 
rider which has over 80 co-sponsors in the House, but no 
matching bill in the Senate. But “logging without laws” 
was going on decades before the Salvage Rider was 
introduced. Judge William Dwyer, in 1991, ruled the the 
U.S. Forest Service and Fish and Wildlife Service were 
guilty of “a deliberate and systematic refusal ... to comply 
with the laws protecting wildlife”. REFORM OR REPEAL 
OF THE RIDER IS NOT ENOUGH! “Logging Without 
Laws” in any form must be resisted! Industrial resource 
extraction on our public lands must end. 


BOVJNDSRieS OF Tine HeSRT 

The borders of Cascadia are grey as mid-winter 
dusk. It runs in the minds of some down to the rough, 
low mountains of the Klamath/Siskyou drainages as far 
as Cape Mendocino to the Fraser River in the north, or 
maybe to the south-east coast of Alaska. To the east 
are the Columbia and Deschutes, Yakima and John 
Day, any number of firm lines out to the western 
slopes of the North Rockies. To us there are no hard 
black borders; our hearts are best to say where is 
Cascadia and who is Cascadian. We are of the Pacific 
Northwest, the Doug fir and hemlock, ponderosa, 
black bear, chinook and spotted owl. The cedar, orca, 
raven, and wolf. The mule deer, white-tail, vole, 
marten and rhododendron. These are what sustain us 
and, for us and our descendants, what we must fight 

to sustain. 

Molly Maguire 


Cascadia Forest Defenders 
Launch Direct Action Campaigns 
Across the Northwest 

People throughout the region have answered the call 
to defend Cascadia. It’s time for the pockets of resistance 
fighting for truth, justice and wilderness to work to- 
gether in the fight against corporate greed and govern- 
ment lawlessness. Cascadians have blocked Forest Ser- 
vice Road 2408 at Warner Creek in the Willamette 
National Forest for a record 5 months. Activists have 
mobilized community support for direct action in the 
Olympics. Hundreds were arrested in Southern Oregon 

as ancient forests fell at 
Sugarloaf. Residents of the 
hard hit Umpqua Basin are 
gearing up for civil disobe- 
dience, previously un- 
known in Douglas County . 
People all over Cascadia 
are rising to defend their 
forest communities. 

Cascadia Forest Defend- 
ers (CFD) is a grassroots 
coalition of people com- 
mitted to stopping the re- 
lentless destruction of 
Cascadia s public forests 
through education, com- 
munity organizing and 
non-violent civil disobedience. We are as diverse as our 
landscape. Some are lawyers and teachers, others are 
gardeners, timber workers, or students. Some of us have 
years of direct action experience, some have fought for 
the forest in other ways, others have only recently been 
filled with outraged awareness. CFD networks with 
other local and regional environmental groups to pool 
resources and coordinate the strongest possible defense 
of Cascadia. We use various strategies to make small 
numbers of people as effective as possible. 

It’s time to work together to fight national and multi- 
national timber corporations like International-Paper, 
Georgia-Pacific, Weyerhauser, Willamette Industries, 
Louisiana-Pacific, Boise-Cascade, and Roseburg Lumber. 
People are urgently needed from all over Cascadia with 
a unified message dedicated to stopping the madness 
occuring on our public lands. We believe sacrificing the 
integrity of our land and water, or the rights and well- 
being of our work force, to resource industry or any 
other - domestic, foreign, or transnational - is unaccept- 
able. We also denounce products made from the misery 
of another place and people, and the companies who 
perpetuate this exploitation and destruction. 

Until this land-ethic is reflected in the law and strongly 
enforced, its up to the people of this region to act with 
the enlightenment our state and federal governments 
lack. Protecting our waters and forests by legal appeal 
has been made impossible. In the time it is taking to gain 
the repeal of the Salvage Rider the timber industry is 
moving swiftly, to fall as many of these sales as they can. 
These are places they never thought they’d get, the 
places that environmentalists had thought were saved. 
At Warner Creek and elsewhere, the defense of these 
places has rested on the acts of citizens of the region and 
their friends and family, who traditionally have always 
called on one another in crisis. Our land must be de- 
fended by the actions and support of folks from the local 
community, neighboring valleys, and throughout Casca- 
dia. We are always looking for more Cascadians to take 
a stand. If you hear the call, if you, too, feel that you are 
Cascadian, join us. 


“It is not desirable to 
cultivate a respect for 
the law, so much as for 
the right... Law never 
made men a whit more 
just; and, by means of 
their respect for it, even 
the well disposed are 
daily made the agents 

of injustice. ” 

- Henry David Thoreau 



In the Road at Warner Creek! 
Cascadians Hold Out Salvage Saws 
for Five Months . . . and Counting! 


It was early September in ‘95, under a 
waxing moon in the central Cascades. 
Judge Michael Hogan would rule in three 
days that the “Salvage Rider” rendered all 
legal arguments for saving the forests of 
Warner Creek moot, and would lift the 
injunction against logging it. This would 
allow the purchaser, Thomas Creek Tim- 
ber, to clearcut the first awarded units at 
the end of Forest Service Road 2408, 
around mile 13- The Forest Service placed 
a locked gate across the road at mile 8 
back in July, to block environmentalists 
from guiding their public tours of the 
burned area (something they would not 
admit until months later). There was noth- 
ing left for the forests, so on that first 
weekend of September we taped red gel 
across our flashlights, pulled the taillight 
fuses in our cars, gathered our tools and 
supplies, and waited for moonrise. Small, 
quick shadows moved under the great 
dark forms of ancient cedar, doug, and 
hemlock. That night there was the moon, 
red lights, whispers, and the sound of 
metal striking stone and dirt. Cascadia 
rises. 

Warner Creek is just west of the Waldo 
Lake Wilderness, in the High Cascades of 
the Willamette National Forest. It runs off 
the south slope of Bunchgrass Ridge on 
the edge of the Compatch Roadless Area, 
and gave its name to a 8,500-acre arson 
fire set in 1991, after the forest had been 
protected as a Habitat Conservation Area 
for its (relatively) thriving northern spot- 

ifr 


ted owl population. In 1993, Clinton’s 
Option-9 Forest Plan gave the area their 
highest level of protective designation; 
Late-Successional Reserve; the catch is 
that salvage- logging is allowable in cases 
of “stand-replacing events” on any public 
lands outside designated Wilderness ar- 
eas, regardless of protected status. 

After the arson, the Forest Service pro- 
posed to “salvage” 40,000,000 board feet 
of timber (later to be reduced to 9 million 
after court appeals) from the slopes and 
drainages of Bunchgrass. Circumventing 
protection by arson, clearcut logging on 
fragile soils and steep slopes, threatened 
owls, chopping down the standing trees; 
this place had all the makings for a knock- 
down, drag-out battle for the forest. And 
the people of Cascadia responded, edu- 
cating the public on the issues of the fire. 
The paper blockades held, the lawyers 
blocked the timber companies out for 
four years as the owls moved back in, the 
firs reseeded , and the forest did what it 
had for millennia before we came, breath- 
ing to a rhythm of gradual change, life 
bustling to fill new niches. 

On September 6, Hogan lived down to 
our expectations. He lifted the injunction 
and Willamette National Forest Supervi- 
sor Darryl Kenops issued a closure order 
to block the public altogether from the 
sale area. But it was too late. The 
Cascadians had the road, and with half- 
ton lock down positions placed in the 
roadbed, were not going to be easily or 

£ 


Direct Action Could be Last 
Chance for the JJmpqua... 

and the cut-throat trout and coho salmon.... 


First, Last, Cowboy, Abe’s Wren, Yel- 
low Creek, Honeytree; all rank among the 
worst of a host of controversial Umpqua 
Basin timber sales. Already thrashed, the 
Umpqua is one of the regions hardest hit 
by lawless logging, now institutionalized 
with the Salvage rider. Previously with- 
drawn due to the extremely detrimental 
impact that their loss would have on habi- 
tat and wildlife, over three 
dozen sales have been re- 
vived under “ logging with- 
out laws.” Some of these 
places are gone forever. 

Timber companies are 
actively clearcutting nu- 
merous others. 

But some of the most 
priceless stands can still 
be saved. Doing so may 
give threatened runs of 
coho salmon and sea-run 
cutthroat trout, teetering 
perilously on the brink of 
extinction, a chance for 
survival. Doing nothing 
only makes us accomplices in these hor- 
rendous crimes. If these places are to be 
saved, direct action will play a key role. 

By late January 1996, many of the 
released sales had already been felled on 
National Forest and BLM lands. Cascadia 
Forest Defenders operatives who visited 


the field in early January found clearcuts 
full of hundreds of freshly cut giants strewn 
on the ground. It appeared that the cul- 
pable timber companies are engaging in a 
dirty campaign of cutting as many fat 
green trees as possible now before any 
laws are reinstated - yard ’em out later. 
Judge Hogan has fed them a steady diet of 
up to 6 and 7 foot diameter trees hun- 
dreds of years old. He 
released thousands of 
acres of healthy old- 
growth and mature sec- 
ond-growth forests in de- 
cision after decision dur- 
ing 1995- On January 10, 
1 996, he opened an addi- 
tional five especially egre- 
gious 318 sales in the 
Tiller district to logging. 

This cluster of five sales 
exemplifies the tragedy 
unfolding in the Umpqua 
and assures confronta- 
tion between environ- 
mentalists and the rapa- 
cious timber barons of Douglas County. A 
total of 92 1 acres are slated for clearcutting 
in the First, Last, Cowboy, Nita and South 
Nita sales. Together, the sales are pro- 
jected to produce 36.8 mmbf. All are in 
key watersheds and LSRs as designated 
continued on page back page 


“The ethical behavior of ... 
agency employees would be to 
refuse to follow orders, 

{ unfhke the guards in the 
concentration camp. 1 hope 
the Forest Service employees 
do a little civil disobedience 
of their own. Anyone with a 
little morality in these 
agencies has to rebel . " 

— Reed Noss, 

Conservation Biologist 



The Cascadia Free State Wall — 
Thomas Creek Lumber. 


protecting Warner Creek salvage timber sale from the US Forest Service and 


quickly removed. Night after night the 
people swarmed over the only approach 
to the awarded sales, as elk and black 
bear cruised through and spotted owl 
challenged their movements. Rock walls 
and trenches girded the liberated road 
and later 55-gallon drums of concrete 
embraced and firmly reinforced the 
U.S.F.S. gate. Each morning we’d greet 
the sun, the Forest Service, the press, and 
the public. Cascadia Free State was open 
to all; check your chainsaws and badges 
at the border. 


Its February now and for five months 
Warner Creek has stood against the saws, 
against the rulings of Judge Hogan, against 
the odds and against the law. The defend- 
ers came from all over Oregon, the Pacific 
Northwest, and the U.S. They were never 
of one group or mind before one law sent 
them into the forest as outlaws; Sierra 
Clubbers beside Earth Firstlers, tree-top- 
pers with urban anarchists, hundreds over 
the months came to see and stayed to dig 
and build. In the daylight they talk to 
continued on page back page 


More Carnage in Cascadia... The 
Healthy Old Growth Forest Frag 


The destruction I and my compatriots observed at the Yellow 
Creek clearcut sale (Roseburg BLM district) in Douglas County did 
not prepare us for the atrocity we witnessed at the Honeytree clearcut 
sale in the Umpqua National Forest. Here, perched above a 40 foot 
cliff face, cascading water falls, and an immense recent clearcut at 
the headwaters of Hipower Creek stood a grove of 350-year-old plus 
solid healthy giants. Hipower Creek is a tributary to Steamboat 
Creek, which flows into the wild and scenic Umpqua River. The 
diameter of these trees ranged from four to seven feet! This stand of 
ever-giving benevolent ones, vitally important to Hipower Creek’s 
water purity, the threatened sea-run cutthroat trout and coho salmon, 
would have grown and filtered snowmelt for hundreds of more years 
but . . . they are no more. The ancient ones’ bodies are stacked side 
by side like scenes of a mass execution. Hundreds of them. So many 
that over much of the clearcut you can not see the ground below. 

This was a blow mentally, spiritually, and physically. None of the 
five of us, three of whom had grown up in Oregon, had ever seen such 
immense carnage of ancient old-growth Douglas firs. Now, virtually 
all of them have been taken away from us and future generations 
forever. Saddest and most disturbing, however, is that I can not say 
that other savage clearcuts happening now all over the Umpqua 
Basin are unlike the scenes I have just described; and I can not say 
that more atrocities will not happen to the Umpqua, or the Siuslaw, 
Alsea, Elk, Smith, Illinois, Rogue, or Chetco watersheds . . . because 
it will happen again and again under this “lawless savage rider” 
unless we the people, from the youth to the elderly, stand against 
these atrocities and say “No more!! You, people of Congress and the 
bloody timber industry will heed our cries of outrage and feel the fire 
of our spirit! Repeal this lawless logging rider now!” 

It is not time to give up! It is not too late! There are at least 1 0,000- 
20,000 acres of ancient forest fragments in one hundred clearcut 
sales still standing throughout Cascadia. We can not let them be 
chainsawed into oblivion without steadfast resistance. Viva our 
temperate ancient rainforests! 

* forest fragments are, in fact, ail that remains on BLM public lands. 





Cheetwoot Bear 

Yes, come to the Olympics! 


Residents of West Boundary with defender. 


OK, we know we've made it sound like a veritable 
paradise and it is and will be if it stays standing, but we 
have a problem... the Forest Service appears to have 
made a slight error in their judgement in mistaking these 
forests for a commodity best manufactured into things 
like plywood and toilet paper. In fact can you believe 
that they have gone so far as to try and SELL them. Are 
we just going to sit down and let them go? HECK NO! 
Come and fight for the Olympic Forests while they still 
stand! 

We are preparing for a spring Base Camp in the 
Olympics as well as ongoing direct-action. Please note, 
the Olympic Base Camp will be drug and alcohol free. 
Also look for a Cascadia Forest Defenders Gathering in 
May. Please contact CFD in Olympia, WAfor more info. 

No Home for 
the Murrelet 

Imagine leaving your home one day to go to the store 
to buy food for your children. Imagine coming home 
and finding your entire neighborhood leveled to the 
ground. 

Now visualize an actual scenario observed by a US. . 
Fish and Wildlife biologist in the West Boundary timber 
sale in the Olympic National Forest. Marbled Murrelets 
return from the sea to feed their young and find a 
clearcut where old growth recently stood. They circled 
,but the ancient trees, their nests and their young were 
gone. 

There are still stands of old growth in West Bound- 
ary (a 318 sale) which are also home to Marbled 
Murrelets. Fish and Wildlife has repeatedly documented 
murrelet nesting activity in these units which will soon 
be clearcut. 

In the 26 years since western science first docu- 
mented the Marbled Murrelet's existence, we have 
continued the lethal destruction of its habitat. The bird 
is an indicator species for the entire old growth ecosys- 
tem. Because of highly specialized habitat require- 
ments, the decline of murrlets points to the extreme 
fragmentation of Northwest temperate rainforests. 
There is no question as to why this bird is a locally 
endangered species. The question is whether or not 
we will let the murrelet become extinct. 


Start at the Camel timber sale and paw through deep 
layers of club moss and richly scented bits of trees 
alongside a thundering brook that rumbles down the 
hillside before pouring into the Dosewallips River, a 
prime salmon bearing stream dedicated Like most 
timber sales on the Olympic Peninsula, there is abundant 
Spotted Owl habitat andtrees so tall they grab the mist 
with their branches as it flows down the valley. 

Now let's go to the other side of the Peninsula to the 
Rocky timber sale, so named for the 
Rocky Brook that (get this!) runs right 
through the middle of this lush bit of 
forest. I say "bit" because it is truly an 
island in the midst of the sea of 
clearcuts and tree farms that com- 
prise the ranger districts surrounding 
the Olympic National Park. 

The Olympic National Park itself is — 

a one million acre island of habitat 
centered around glaciated 7,900 foot Mount Olympus. 
From this high point on the Peninsula rivers radiate out 
to the Puget Sound and the Pacific Ocean. These water- 
sheds form the structure of the Peninsula ecosystem. 
The Park supports unique bands of Roosevelt Elk in 
different drainages, all of which are threatened by declin- 
ing numbers due to development and habitat destruction 
in the lower reaches. The lowlands are wintering grounds 
for the elk and extend far beyond the Park's boundaries. 
Eight species of plants are found nowhere else on the 
planet except for the Olympic Peninsula. Traditionally 
the Peninsula has supported tremendous runs of salmon 


Destruction of a 
nent* 


that are now threatened by lowland habitat destruction, 
or have already been annihilated by human encroach- 
ment. While the Park is surrounded by continuing 
destruction it still remains the foundation upon which 
the ecosystems of the Olympic Peninsula can be rebuilt. 

As you drive for miles through clearcut after clearcut 
on your way to these sales, the existance of the Park 
becomes increasingly ironic. It is as if the presence of 
the Park was used as excuse to make even bigger 
clearcuts across more hilltops and 
through as many watersheds as pos- 
sible. These rolling hills of clearcuts 
are the product of years of industrial 
forestry now compounded by the sal- 
vage rider. 

Here at the headwaters of 

■ Rocky Brook Creek, we are seeing 
" — . “Logging Without Laws” in action. The 
Rocky Timber sale will be clearcut 
leaving only two trees per acre for wildlife habitat. 
There are no provisions for the protection of Rocky 
Brook Creek, once classified as “a Tier 1 Key Watershed” 
dedicated “to conserve anadromous and resident fish” 
under Option 9, of Clinton's Forest Plan. Ron Hirchi, 
habitat biologist, said, “We oppose any additional cut- 
ting of old growth in this drainage to protect water 
quality and already serverely fragmented habitat.” 

The Rider has a provision to substitute sales in sensi- 
tive areas for the same volume and type of timber (old- 
growth) elsewhere. However, this area is so heavily 
impacted, the District Ranger stated that replacement 
volume for this sale simply does not exist. Rocky and 
Camel are only two of nine “Section 318” sales released 
by the Rider on the Olympic National Forest. These sales 
represent the last unprotected old growth in the entire 
Peninsula. 

Let the Park's beauty and surrounding devastation 
highlight the grandeur, giant old growth trees and rhodo- 
dendron bushes the size of your living room, and the 
walking made perilous to novice hikers by the several 
feet of mulching tree fragments and saplings. Young 
trees... more than you can count, Eke a vast green shag 
carpet. A decadent Forest? Nowhere is life so evident 
and moving as on these Olympic Peninsula Sales. 


Author with victim ofHoneytree slaughter 


Deal of Shame: Gifford 
Pinchot Under Seige 

Remember a few years ago when the mainstream 
environmental corporations sold out on a number of 
sales in the Gifford Pinchot to “save” the 318 sales on 
the Olympic Peninsula? Well, while the Olympic 318 
sales are up for grabs again and some already cut, 
many of the Deal of Shame sales still stand. Unfortu- 
nately these sales are still very much in danger. 

Last summer we launched a campaign to try and 
save these and several other sales and bring attention 
to the nationwide destruction of our National Forests. 
Through monthly campouts and a concert in the 
forest, we had hundreds of people come out to the 
Gifford Pinchot. Monitoring continued through 
December on a weekly basis and we had the stream 
buffers on one of the sales re marked. But it is not 
over yet! We still need people to monitor, so if you 
are going to be in the Gifford Pinchot please call 
Cascadia Forest Defenders at (360)352-6521, and we 
will supply you with maps and survey forms. 


e Olympics: 
They’re at it again 



We Must Move Ourselves to Defend This hand 


C ascadia is under siege as the “logging without laws” apocalypse escalates. As 
of mid-January 1996, over 190 of these sales had been awarded to the timber 
industry, and after January 19th’s Hogan decision on the marbled murrelet, 
another 6300 acres of coastal old-growth is slated for destruction. Hell-bent 
on getting out the cut without legal restraint, timber corporations big and small are 
waging war on our National Forest and BLM lands. The only thing 
between the forest and the chainsaws are people, who are Cascadia 
forest defenders whether they call themselves so or not. At the thus 
far successful Warner Creek 5-month-old-and- counting road block- 
ade, it is the base camp and support network that sustains an effective 
campaign. 

The Warner Creek base camp demonstrates that the physical 
bodies of people in the road are the only thing preventing the clearcut 
destruction of ancient ecosystems in the Willamette National Forest. 

People and the blockade they maintain (believed to be the longest 
running blockade in U.S. history) defend Warner Creek. But what of 
the hundreds of other Wildland areas under the chainsaws? Over the 
years, the movement has organized base camps of resistance in time 
of need. Cove/Mallard, Idaho; Clayoquot Sound, British Columbia; 

Nevada Test Site, Nevada; Redwood Summer, Northern California; 

Coast Highway/Rainforest Defense, Southern Australia; and the No 
M-ll Link and Twyford Down road wars, United Kingdom, are a few prominent 
examples of campaigns in which base camps have played, and continue to play, vital 
roles. 

Base camps have arisen in every shape and size. Some are as simple as a small shanty 
town of tents. Others are quasi-sophisticated villages with living and cooking shelters. 
What’s important is that a base camp is located strategically and that it be secure 
because not only does the camp serve to defend the land, but it also guards the people 
within it from renegade attacks by Forest Service, BLM, police, and anti-environmen- 


News from the Blues 


The last homes of the Goshawk, Marten, Wolverine, Pileated-, Black backed-, and 
Three-toed Woodpeckers, Send’s Big-eared Bat, Bull Trout, and Salmon are being 
mauled. The u.s. forest Dis-service is planning timber Sales in some of the Blue 
Mountains’ last intact roadless areas. In the Malheur N.F., plans are afoot to log the 
Aldrich, Todd, Reed Fire, Utley Creek, M&O, and Fox “timber sales,” while in the 
Umatilla, the Buzzard timber sale is being planned. All of these sales are located 
in roadless areas which are providing essential habitat for numerous wildlife 
species. Some of these proposed sales - such as “Todd,” located in a roadless 
“wildlife emphasis area" - include road building as well (5.8 miles of new road, 1 .6 
miles “reconstructed” road, and over 10 million board feet of “horizontal” forest). 
Cumulatively these forests of Eastern Oregon and Washington have been over- 
logged to an extent which not only violates federal laws, but threatens ecological 
integrity and wildlife viability as well. The populations of numerous species are in 
serious decline... Now with the industry dream bill pushed through congress, 
exempting the agency’s “Salvage” hoax program from federal laws and citizen 
laswuits, the agency has stepped up its assault on roadless old-growth areas 
throughout the forests. The legacy of this congressionally sanctioned destruction 
will haunt the forests, wildlife, and public well into the next century. YOUR help is 
needed NOW - Urgently! - to insist that this fraud be stopped. 

For more information on timber sales and forests in the Blue Mountains, Umatilla 
and Malheur National Forests, contact the Blue Mountains Biodiversity Project. 
Donations can be made to the League of Wilderness Defenders, HCR 82, Fossil, 
Oregon 97830. 


CFD one-stop shopping 

All prices include postage except lock-boxes 
Cascadia Forest Defenders t-shirts (Sizes L and XL) 

(with Roadpecker graphic for Local FS 2408) $12 

Northern CFD Cheetwoot Bear t-shirts (Sizes L and XL) $ 1 2 

Bumber stickers - "Save Warner Creek!" or Not One Black Stick!" $2.00 

Cards/photo prints of Warner Creek campaign $ 2.50 each or 3 for $6.00 
Lock-boxes, customized orders $15-$20 plus postage 

"Last Chance for the Umpqua" and other video documentaries $ 1 2 per tape 
tie-dyed hemp hackey sacks with Cascadia Forest Defender stamp 1 5.00 

Make checks payable to: 

Cascadia Forest Defenders 
PO Box 1 1 1 22, Eugene, OR 97440 

Donations of cash, equipment and supplies are desperately needed to maintain 
and expand campaigns. Call or write for suggestions and current needs (hint: 
cellular telephones, wool socks and an ample supply of garlic are a few). 


CFD supports an end to industrial logging and resource extraction on public land -Zero 
Cut-through an economic conversion to ecological restoration and alternative fiber 

technologies. 

South Cascadians 

Blue/Wallawa Cascadians 

North Cascadians 

POB 11122 

HCR 82 

POB 10024 

Eugene, OR 97440 

Fossil, OR 97830 

Olympia, WA 98502 

(541) 465-8971 


(360) 352-6521 

e.mail mickey@efn.org 



tal, wise-use thugs. The surrounding area needs to be carefully surveyed and mapped. 
People must be familiar with the camp and area, ready to spring into action at any given 
moment. Watchdog posts on the outskirts of the camp, a physical barrier (like a log 
wall), or a security camp will help people in alerting the core of the camp when the 
need arises. This is where whistles and noisemakers come in handy if two-way radios 
are not attainable. Documentation of “visits” is also key and is best 
accomplished with a video camera, however a still camera and tape 
recorder can suffice and are better than nothing. In the case of an 
emergency, mountain bikes, motorcycles, and cars can be used to 
reach help, while a cellular phone instantly sends word of fast- 
breaking events to support networks and media. Essential are 
devices that will keep people and the camp from being easily 
dislocated, i.e. lock down positions, tripods, and barricades. 

Organizing a base camp is challenging and requires a core group of 
committed, trustworthy friends, supply lines for food, equipment 
and other out-of-camp support. Once in place, however, a base camp 
affords activists a means to be not just a random, short-lived inconve- 
nience to the Earth rapers and forest destroyers, but an enduring land 
occupation defending not just one timber sale, but potentially all the 
sales in the adjacent area. The base camp offers a creative space to 
strategically plan and launch actions from. In a real way, the camp 
also enables activists to spiritually connect with the very land they are defending. 

A few short months separate us from the spring. This is when the peak of the 
destruction will ensue. Then, many more “salvage" sales will become active and the 
cutting will increase. We have only a few short months to prepare. Can we come 
together as Cascadian activists, pool our resources, and set up base camps in every 
National Forest and BLM land tract in time to resist this wholesale liquidation of the 
region’s last ancient forests? It is we who must occupy the land to keep Cascadia wild 
and free! 

Five Months . . . and Counting! 

continued from center page 

hunters and nuns, prep-school students and senatorial candidates; at nightfall they 
turn into another creature all together, something they call the Cascadian roadpecker. 
The Federales, as the law-enforcement arm of the U.S.F.S. are laughingly referred to, 
come to the blockade in small groups or large, sometimes with a road grader and State 
and local police backup. They take pictures and make threats against the activists with 
their arms locked into immovable concrete, but ultimately can only leave, with the 
road and the still-standing wildlands behind it remaining in the hands of the 
Cascadians. 

What began as a small position on a narrow point of the road has metamorphosed 
over the turns of the moon; a tarp shanty-town for a while, now a small village of tepees 
with wood stoves, and a log wall with drawbridge, moat, catwalk, and tower; Cascadia 
Free State. The trenches deepened to gorges, walls grew in stature, all bred like 
rabbits, and what the protesters said at the start they will still proudly tell you now. 

“Not one black stick!” 

Direct Action 

continued from center page 

under Clinton’s forest plan. They are also in or near roadless ESOGs (Ecologically 
Significant Old Growth). Umpqua Watersheds calls these sales the last stands for 
wildlife in the Tiller district, impacting spawning grounds for the coho salmon, 
cutthroat, and winter steelhead. 

All five of these sales are held by Scott Timber, the timber purchasing arm of 
Roseburg Forest Products, arguably the greatest benificiary of the Salvage Rider in 
Douglas County, and along with Boise Cascade, in the entire Northwest. Roseburg has 
a sordid history of environmental and labor abuses. Recently, activists monitoring the 
BLM Yellow Creek timber sale near Roseburg were assaulted by loggers. A day earlier, 
the loggers had their pay docked $ 1 50 when interacting with forest monitors delayed 
their operations. The incident was distorted in the local media and shrugged off by the 
local police, giving the activists an early taste of what dealing with the industry-police- 
media complex of Douglas County promises when direct action and civil disobedience 
erupt in the Umpqua. The first civil disobedience occured at a rally January 18 at the 
North Umpqua Ranger Station, where it is rumoured employees are sympathetic 
towards efforts to save their beleagured forest. Over 20 environmentalists protesting 
lawless logging were arrested for trespassing after approaching the front door of the 
ranger station. 

For detailed, up-to-date information on the tragic saga unfolding in the Umpqua, visit 
the Umpqua Watersheds’ web site at http://www.teleport.com/nonprofit/ 
umpquawater.html. See form this page for information on how to order Last Chance 
for the Umpqua, a 5-minute video documentary containing graphic footage of the 
carnage at Honeytree and Yellow Creek. 


Non-violence code for 

Cascadia Forest Defenders 

1 ) Base Camps and Action Sites will be drug and 
firearm free. 

2) We will respect all living beings. 

3) We will act to diffuse violent situations 

4) We will take personal responsibility for being in 
a clear state of mind. 

5) We will not commit, encourage, or condone 
senseless acts of sabotage. 
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Conservation Biology Dons the Green Uniform 




I don't like logging. From the Romans who logged 
the Mediterranean to the US Forest Service in the 
Tongass, commercial forestry has been an unprec- 
edented disaster from which 
this planet will never re- 

cover. I've never seen a tim- yA j 

her sale that I have liked. F f 

I've never seen one where F 

there wasn't a better alter- ll et ^ 

native, where higher values \ 

weren't being sacrificed, be 

it fisheries, watershed, 

biodiversity or the other BTy^'C' 

host of goods and services 

that forests provide when 

they are left unlogged . I'm 

probably not a deep ecologist , and I don't see a 
problem with logging done in a sensible way. With 
a horse and an ax, maybe, for a nearby home or 
schoolhouse. Or a few fence posts to keep the cows 
in the pasture, to make a decent boat to get up and 
down the river. These are traditional uses and they 
normally don't lead to deforestation the way com- 
mercial logging always doesX> 

By definition, deforestation means converting a 
forest into something other than a forest. We know 
a tree plantation is not a forest. It does not function 
like a forest; it does not replenish itself. And neither 
do second growth forests that have been managed 
primarily for timber or pulp production. I've been 
all over the place and have not yet seen one man- 
aged site where higher values, both economic and 
intrinsic, weren't being lost due to an undue em- 
phasis on timber. 

This is why forestry is not a true science. It is a cult 
of priests who preach the unprovable dogma of 
sustained yield, and now they're at it again with 
forest health. It is the biological version of manifest 
destiny, and it is being used with the same results. 
Small wonder then that US Forest Service employees 
wear uniforms resembling those of the US Cavalry. 
Forestry is an alien religion being forced on the 
people through a vast array of institutions, from 
nature schools for kids to paramilitary law enforce- 
ment units like those used at the Sugarloaf Timber 
Sale last fall. Like the STASSI of formerly communist 
East Germany, its agents are everywhere, even in 
your own family. If they can't indoctrinate you they 
will bludgeon you. You must believe! 

As you can imagine, my opinions on this subject 
have led me into some major confrontations with 
many so-called experts in the field. Usually these 
experts have forestry degrees, but occasionally they 
have biology degrees, or MBA's, or they wrote a 
book, or maybe inherited or made a fortune and like 
to go to conferences. Their buzzword is sustainable 
forestry, but what they're really talking about is 
commercial logging. 

Sustainable forestry, of course, is a lie. Those who 
support sustainable forestry are not talking about 
forestry at all, but about logging. They want to 
sustain logging. Sustaining a given forest might 
require a ban on logging, but as Donald Trump 
would say, "Where's the money in that?" For- 
esters hate wilderness and logging bans because v 
it precludes them from doing anything fun. 
Biologists support logging because the US For- 
est Service and the timber industry, through the 
major universities, are their major employers, g 
Conservationists, for the most part, are divided * 
on the issue or don't know what they want. 

That is why Wilderness Society President John 
Roush couldn't understand the uproar when he 
sold logging rights to his land in the Bitterroot 
Mountains. And that is why environmentalists 
are having such a bitter and protracted battle 
over consensing about ending commercial log- 
ging on public lands. 

Recently, three high-profile figures have 
checked in on this issue. You may have read 
their positions here when they were printed in 
an earlier issue. I'm talking about new Sierra 
Club Board Members David Brower and Dave 
Foreman, and former Audubon VP Brock Evans. 
Brower and Evans have recently come to their 


Biore^/ 


ion 


senses and are supporting a proposed Sierra Club 
resolution against commercial logging on National 
Forests. Unfortunately, former Earth Firstler Fore- 

/ man is now on record 
opposing the resolu- 
tion. His rationale — a 
\ • ■ commercial logging 

• /lA/'+Vimi'f’ ban would be bad for 

W ITnO biodiversity. Transla- 

^ tion — forest hpalth 

Currently, a group 

Diored/on ° f Sierra , cl “ b m< ™- 

. bers are leading the 
^ | charge to make re- 

f orms in the Club's 
policy. This group in- 
cludes a growing number of well-known grassroots 
activists who want to be able to campaign for an end 
to commercial logging in all federal public forests. 
They have put a new resolution on the next member's 
ballot that would allow them to do so without 
prohibiting other local chapters from supporting 
les s^protective measur gs^Toreman opposes the reso-7 
^MtlonT andrecently, Reed Noss of the Wildlands 
Project has come out and stated that a no-commer- 
. cial-logging policy would be unscientific and bad 

\ or the Club. - — r 

Mn Theated exchange over the phone recently! 
iDt. Noss challenged Chad Hanson, who wrote thd 
/ Club's ballot resolution, to come up with one peer-\ 

' reviewed scientific paper that proves stopping all! 
commercial logging on public lands would protect 
biodiversity. Hanson challenged Dr. Noss to come 
up with one peer-reviewed scientific paper to prove j 

it would not. That was the end ofj ' 

l the conversation. I 

This may well be a defin- 
ing moment for con- \ 

servation biolo- v 

public lands, % 

ing into, and WOTt i C L 

now selling, the J 

forest health / ^ t 

scam. We need to / t jQ 

manage it, we need f J i 

the timber, we need J l ^ 

the jobs, and it will be / y \» 

good for the forest. V 
Sound familiar? Does it J 

sound like science or that 

old manifest destiny repack- V 

aged as good medicine for the T 
forest? Yes, the high priests B j 

are at it again, and they won't I hj 

tolerate infidels. Foreman's J 

heavy-handed and some / fl I 


m 


r ^ 

m* 




say anti-democratic tactics to quash this measure 
have enraged even a few of his friends.CAnd the 
reformers within the Club are being branded as 
unscientific, unrealistic people who threaten the 
Club's progress in preserving wildlands. 

But let's forget the personalities and look at the 
facts for a minute. The timber industry wants to log 
the National Forests for the same reason we want to 
protect them. It's where the trees are at. It is the 
largest reservoir of publicly owned forest we have 
and therefore the easiest to protect. Does it encom- 
pass all the threatened forest ecosystems in the US? 
NO! But I don't believe you can protect forests 
unless they are in the public domain and safe from 
commercial logging. That domain will have to be 
greatly expanded to include other threatened and 
devastated ecosystems before we can be assured that 
our nation's forests will get on the road to recovery. 
As history has shown us, loggers love loopholes in 
the law. If you give them rights to log, they will log 
as much as they can. Its in their blood. 

Using public lands to form the initial building 
blocks of a system of biological reserves makes 
sense. Allowing areas slated for biological reserves 
to be degraded further through commercial logging 
is risky and irresponsible, and I haven't seen any 
scientific evidence to the contrary. The real issue is 
not what constitutes sustainable commercial log- 
ging in biological reserves, but what defines non- 
commercial logging. As I see it, that would be an 
incidental amount of timber cut to provide for 
traditional and customary uses in a way that does 
not sacrifice other forest values. This non-commer- 
cial logging could be used in limited cases as a tool 
to protect biodiversity, just as controlled burns or 
thinning might be used to manipulate habitat types. 
But the goal should be to cut as little as possible, for 
local uses, rather than trying to meet the timber 
demands of an unsustainable economy. 

The movement to end commercial logging on 
public lands does not seek to end all logging. Rather 
it seeks to set the terms for a new debate on global 
deforestation. Forests are not commodities to be 
bought and sold. They are communities to which 
we belong. Although private-land logging will likely 
continue into the next century, ultimately we must 

get some of these for- 
ests into the pub- 

f lie domain if 

have a 

jf serving what's 
X left of these ecosys- 

' / terns. We can't let the 

’S '" current political reality 
' against federal intervention 

g divert us from our primary goal. 

We have to change this reality. 

* Conservation biology is proving to 

be more politics than science. It seeks to go 
nT beyond just studying nature to advocating its 
I preservation. Therefore it would seem that advo- 
i cacy is one of conservation biology's most im- 
I portant responsibilities. Advocating for timber 
sales in the pursuit of forest health is a dangerous 

) strategy, especially if there are conservationists 
on the ground who oppose them. Our message 
here should be clear and simple: Biological 
reserves and commercial logging are proven 
to be incompatible and detrimental to tradi- 
tional and customary uses of the forest. 
While wild forests do possess intrinsic val- 
ues, it is ultimately our dependence on the 
many services that they provide, services that 
make our lives possible, that make preserving 
them so important. We can make houses and paper 
and boats out of many different materials, but we 
cannot replace the shelter that wild forests provide 
for biodiversity, or somehow duplicate their role in 
stabilizing our climate, or do without the water they 
provide that makes agriculture possible. Nor can we 
improve them with logging. Remember, no com- 
- promise means no compromise. 

— Mike Roselle 
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More Is Less ey Bangladesh 

Does Overpopulation Equal Overconsumption? 


by Dwight Worker 

Bangladesh is the world's most densely popu- 
lated country, averaging over 800 people per square 
kilometer (3,000 per square mile). No other na- 
tion that is not a city-state approaches this hu- 
man density. Bangladesh is the size of Wisconsin 
with 130 million people, growing at 2.2 percent 
annually. Per capita income is $200 a year and 
declining. Rural female illiteracy is over 80 per- 
cent, and there is much local and religious 
resistance to women's empowerment. 


I went to Bangladesh for a few months last winter 
to get a firsthand look at human population pres- 
sure. As a population activist of sorts, 1 have been 
following the ongoing arguments about what is the 
greatest threat to the environment: human popula- 
tion increase or excessive per-capita human con- 
sumption increase. 

Obviously, both are great threats. But what is 
more of a problem? What should we give priority 
to? Given that we all have limited time, should we 
spend our energy lobbying our government to fully 
fund international family planning, or should we 
concentrate in our own backyards on our waste and 
overconsumption? 

Bangladesh is a rural country. Over 80 percent of 
its people live in small agricultural villages. For the 
most part, it is not industrialized and so it does not 
have the urban pollution, smog and toxic dump 
sites found all over India and the US. Except for the 
smoke of cooking fires in rural areas, Bangladesh is 
a clean green country. 

Bangladesh is also free of auto pollution. It is a flat 
country virtually without cars. You can get anyplace 
on a bike. I stayed in Khulna, a city of 1.5 million 
people, and did not see a single car in two days. 
What a surprising and refreshing experience. 

In rural areas, many goods are transported by 
bicycle. One of every seven people in Bangladesh 
earns their living as a bicyclist. By comparison, one- 
seventh of the US population earns its living via 
automobiles. 

Just as predators follow their prey, diseases fol- 
low their hosts. With human densities so high in 
Bangladesh, there are many diseases to choose 
from. Most Westerners who travel to Bangladesh 


get sick, some violently so. If you are lucky, you 
will get only dysentery. There are a dozen other 
common and increasingly resistant diseases rang- 
ing from dengue fever to meningitis. The locals 
have developed resistance to many of these dis- 
eases. Those who do not are often part of the 16 
percent who die before age five. 

I was cautious and still quickly came down with 
both amebic dysentery and Plasmodium fallciparum 
malaria. (This is the malaria responsible for 95 
percent of all malarial deaths.) I lost about a pound 
a day for a month. In the end, I was too weak to walk. 

I passed out on the dock while waiting for 
a boat. At this point, local Bengalis took 
care of me. They carried me and my gear to 
the boats and buses I would need for the 
next few days until they got me to a doc- 
tor. I was out of it much of the time. 1 was 
also carrying a $3,000 camera system. And 
how much did these people take from me? 
Not a thing. They only took care of me. 

Try passing out in a city in the US with 
an immense amount of wealth and see 
how much you have left five days later. Yet 
we call the Bangladesh people the poorest 
in the world. There is virtually no street 
crime in Bangladesh either (except when 
they are having ethnic violence). The 
Bengalis are wealthy when it comes to 
certain values that we often call human. 
Perhaps our problem in the US is that we 
only measure things with a dollar sign. 

In Dhaka, the capitol of Bangladesh, 
there were continuous student demon- 
strations against the increase in the price 
of rice. These students told me that my 
presence as a "journalist" restrained the 
police. In one demonstration, I got caught 
between the police and students. When 
r the police started firing tear gas and per- 
r cussive grenades, I hid out in a nearby 
l shop with several environmental students 
and we talked. 

They were bright. Of course they knew 
1,000 times more about the US than the 
typical US citizen knows about Bang- 
ladesh. I explained to them that the price 
of rice is also a function of supply and demand. 
And in Bangladesh where the population is in- 
creasing while rice production is static, the price 
increase should not be surprising. 

One student named Mohammed nodded his head. 
He agreed that population is a real problem in 
Bangladesh, and it most certainly does affect the 
environment. But then 
he quickly pointed out 
to me that the average 
US citizen consumes 100 
times as much paper, 110 
times as much steel, 50 
times as much gasoline, 
and 10 times as much 
grain as the average 
Bengali. He emphasized 
that on the average, per 
capita consumption in 
the US is 80 times higher 
than in Bangladesh. I 
could not deny any of it. 

Then Mohammed said, 

"We Bengalis want to 
help the environment so 
much that all 125 mil- 
lion of us want to kill 
ourselves to reduce con- 
sumption. But that 
would only be equal to 
the consumption of three 
million Americans. Now 
would it not be more easy 
for three million Ameri- 
cans to commit suicide 


than for 125 million of us?" Mohammed smiled 
slyly. 

And with that, Mohammed summed it up con- 
cisely. Yes, the sheer numbers of humanity is a 
very serious problem. But when you have the first 
world, 20 percent of the world's population, us- 
ing up over 80 percent of the resources, the first 
world is responsible for most of the world's envi- 
ronmental problems. 

I came back with the clear vision that yes, of 
course, we should continue massive support of 
family-planning, women's empowerment, and 

"Now would it not be 
more easy for three million 
Americans to commit 
suicide than for 125 
million of us?" 

health programs that are designed and run locally. 
Family planning should be inseparable from gen- 
eral health care. Poor people need to feel confident 
that if they just have one or two children, their 
children will live to maturity. 

I also concluded clearly that our high con- 
sumption levels are doing far more immediate 
damage to the biosphere than population in- 
creases in the third world. It is essential that we 
be sensitive to this fact when we speak with 
international peoples. Simply put, most of the 
world's critical environmental problems are be- 
ing caused in our own backyards by people like 
us (if not us) and we can do much more for the 
biosphere by controlling our own rather than 
lecturing the third world on the evils of over- 
population (or wishing these evils on them). Yes, 
we have met the enemy, and s/he is us. 

Yes, there is serious human overpopulation. Based 
on consumptive levels, the US and Japan are the two 
most overpopulated countries in the world, and are 
the source of much of the world's biological destruc- 
tion. We have lots of work to do taking care of our 
own homegrown catastrophes first. 

NOTE: For anyone interested in learning more 
about international environmental issues, I strongly 
recommend that you read Lords of Poverty, Mortgag- 
ing the Earth, and The Debt Boomerang. 



Human-powered, cargo-carrying tricycle — no spew 



These six Bengalis consume less than l/100th of what one American consumes. 
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An EF!er and a Devout Christian 


by Anthony G. Payne, M.A., N.M.D., Ph.D. 

1 was, up until 1993 or 1994, a financial supporter of the deep ecology 
organization Earth First! (1 stopped due to difficulties in budgeting the support.) 
I have been and am in almost full agreement with the precepts and principles 
of deep ecology set forth in various EF! publications— as well as such classic 
works as Sessions and Devall's Deep Ecology and Christopher Manes' Green Rage. 
I would urge those who have rejected EF! and deep ecology as "too radical" to 
acquaint themselves with the material contained in these books. 

Is it sacrilegious for a Christian to align him or herself with a movement 
which declares Earth first? Is not God first? Are EF!ers guilty of deifying 
nature? God, who looks at the heart, knows that my priorities begin with "God 
First!" then family, then all else. I'm sure this is true of many other EF!ers and 
"fellow travelers" (sympathizers). God also knows that I do not support or 
endorse the "pagan" aspects of or elements in the movement (any act or belief 
that tends to deify nature or detract from the worship due God). However, as 
is often the case in this world, one is compelled to join a group with whom 
one shares certain beliefs and principles — without embracing or endorsing 
every component of the group or movement's philosophy, agenda or what- 
have-you. (This is certainly the case in terms of my ten-year-long membership 
in the Democratic Socialists of America, i.e., I agree with their economic 
liberalism, but patently reject the DSA line 
on abortion rights.) 

Contrary to what the Rush Limbaughs of 
the world proclaim, deep ecology is not 
founded on a "hug a tree" theology or the 
like. If the dittoheads would take the trouble 
to carefully study the movement's literature 
they'd discover that the foundations of deep 
ecology rest on a great deal of conservation 
science, ecology, field biology, evolutionary 
biology and the like. The environment-pre- 
serving rationale set forth by Sessions, Manes, 

Foreman and others is cogent, logical and 
compelling. 

1 suppose what "puts off" most folks about 
the EF! movement is its history of endorsing 
monkeywrenching (where laws cannot be en- 
acted to compel preservation of a parcel of 
dear earth, sabotage is directed at the machin- 
ery utilized to cut trees, level land, et cetera). 

Is monkeywrenching immoral or anti-God? 1 
think not. We have as a moral precedent no 
less an example than that of Jesus (Y'shua) the 
Messiah who confronted an egregious evil in 
his day, the presence and activities of 
moneychangers outside theTemple in Jerusa- 
lem, with a destructive act (he overturned 
their tables — no doubt wrecking quite a few in 
the process). Note that Jesus did not physi- 
cally attack the evildoers, just their machinery 
(he did verbally castigate the moneychangers). 

This is essentially how EFlers tackle destruc- 
tive encroachments on nature where the law 
and all else fails. They wreck the machine, but 
never inflict harm to human or animal life. 


Some might argue that Christians are compelled to obey the authorities. This 
is true when the officials and the laws they enforce are not in the wrong 
(immoral). I'm sure European Christians who witnessed the beating and 
deportation of Jewish neighbors comforted themselves with scriptures that 
refer to obedience to the powers that be. After all, the Nuremberg racial laws 
made racism and apartheid legal in Germany. 

Obviously, in cases where the law or social policy run contrary to what 
scriptures decree or infer as being consonant with God's nature and will, we are 
not compelled to be obedient. Each individual must decide, of course, how he 
or she will register disapproval or non-compliance. For some, acts of non- 
violent civil disobedience are in order. Others provide monetary support to 
those of like mind who are in the field, et cetera. 

In my own case, I have in the past (with intentions of doing so again in the 
future) channeled money into the coffers of those who are allegedly involved 
in monkeywrenching. (Not all of us are called to be warriors. Some of us must 
sit behind the lines and fund the army in the trenches.) 

I think that Jews and Christians have a special obligation to ferret out God's 
attitude towards life, the environment, etc. (from biblical and extrabiblical 
sources) and consider this in light of the deep ecology philosophy. They might 
find, as I did, that the perspective and tools of EF! are not alien to God at all. In 
fact, they are very much in harmony with His revealed nature. 




by Gene Therapy 

Not many years ago, the principle driving force 
behind the movement for wilderness restoration 
was a passion clearly of a spiritual nature. At a 
certain point thought the movement began to join 
with elements of the'scientific community in an 
effort to win credibility in this technoculture of 
ours. Perhaps inevitably, arguments for untram- 
meled wilderness shiftecKmore toward the anthro- 
pocentric and utilitarianV'Save plants because of 
their medical potential," "diminished biodiversity 
will reduce the quality of human life," and the like. 
As this transpired, disparaging and delegitimizing 
charges of "woo-woo" were more frequently di- 
rected toward those maintaining a primarily spiri- 
tual motivation. 

The wilderness movement has now lost much of 
its spiritual underpinnings and relies heavily on 
the data and blessings of certain branches of the 
scientific community. As a result, the arguments 
surrounding wilderness have become largely those 


between "our" scientists (generally those who iden- 
tify themselves as conservation biologists) and those 
on the other side, '(resource scientists" backed by 
the industries and layid management bureaus that 
furnish salaries and grants. 

Science, no matter npw you discuss or define it, is 
simply a tool. Like any tool it can be misused, and 
misused it is by resource scientists whose very 
existence is geared to serving industrial agendas. By 
asking only specific questions they are able to keep 
their data within the confines of the agenda at 
hand. When their data are being advanced by the 
same interests who fundvpolitical campaigns and 
lobbyist's offices, and whose interests overlap with 
those who own principle media networks, then the 
views of independent scientists are simply drowned 
out. A fine example is seen m the recently passed 
Timber Salvage Rider where the well-founded argu- 
ments of countless independent forest ecologists 
and academic biologists, who\were against the 
rider, counted for absolutely nothing. 

Some social critics maintain that science has been 


elevated to the status of a religion in our culture in 
that it has been made something that is beyond 
question; if it can be claimed that one's view is 
"scientific," it effectively shuts down the opposi- 
tion. But when science is under the control of the 
biggest religion of them all — Adam Smith's Invis- 
ible Hand — it becomes a menace. Science in the 
service of Global Market Demand is humanity 
gone absolutely mad. \ 

It has been said thattfor economists "environ- 
ment" means raw materials, for scientists it means 
data, and for environmentalists it means home. 
Home! It's home that you are fighting for — a home 
of which you are an integral part. And since re- 
source science has long since revealed itself to be 
science-as-prostitute, you nave every right to con- 
sider its information to be industry-oriented trash. 
At this late date, don't let yourself be reined in by 
anybody's warped data. And don't let anyone deni- 
grate your spiritual inclinations. If anything will 
be saving this biosphere of ours, it will be coming 
straight from the soul. 
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An Open Letter to 

The Endangered Species Coalition 


continued front the front page 

sickening frenzy of riders and could not afford to 
take the heat which would have come with openly 
gutting the US' strongest and most prominent envi- 
ronmental law. In four to six months, however, the 
vote will be in — the ESA will either have been 
trashed or strengthened. The Endangered Species 
Coalition will either have stood with integrity and 
a powerful voice, or shown itself to be one more 
anemic DC lobby. 

This is not only our last chance; it's our best 
chance. A growing barrage of negative press and 
public pressure has reached the point where the 
Republicans are feeling the sting, and Clinton has 
finally realized that the environment is a vote win- 
ner even if he doesn’t have a backbone. We need to 
undo the damage caused by Gilchrest 
being identified as the "moderate alter- 
native" and establish a real environ- 
mental baseline for reauthorization. 

Heed well the words of Dante: "The 
hottest places in hell are reserved for 
those who, in time of great moral crisis, 
maintain neutrality." 

Babbitt Killed the ESA 

While it is ludicrous to claim that the 
Gilchrest bill is "squarely in line with 
well accepted scientific tenets of conser- 
vation biology" (Defenders of Wildlife), 
neither Gilchrest nor his supporters set 
out to destroy the Endangered Species 
Act. They presumably thought they were 
only weakening the Act "a bit" which is 
the political reality after all. Isn't it? In 
addition to being self-defeating and po- 
litically naive, this logic fails to consider 
the crucial fact that the current Act is 
already too weak to prevent extinction. 

Any weakening is fatal. 

Look closely at the trumpeted success stories of the 
Act and you'll see a different story. Bald eagle and the 
Peregrine falcon populations have risen because of a 
DDT ban, not the ESA. The primary cause of delisting, 
in fact, is the discovery of new populations, not the 
recovery of decimated species. The US Fish and 
Wildlife Service (FWS) refuses to issue jeopardy opin- 
ions and systematically refuses to implement every 
other aspect of the ESA including listings and recov- 
ery plans. In the Southwest, for example, not a single 
species has been listed, except under court order, 
since 1988. Kaye Bailey Hutchison didn't invent the 
listing moratorium, the Fish and Wildlife Service did. 

When the FWS figured out that the courts and 
activists were going to enforce the ESA with or 
without them, it decided to replace the Act with its 
own regulations. Clumsily under Bush and with 
great skill under Clinton, the FWS has quietly erected 
its own corporation-friendly, shadow ESA. First it 
built guaranteed habitat loss into the Act with 
economically driven habitat conservation plans on 
private lands. Then it sought to protect compliant 
developers from the effects of additional listings. A 
recent proposal would exempt small land owners 
from the ESA altogether if they destroy five or less 
acres at a time. 

With private lands under control, the FWS went 
after public lands. It has proposed new consultation 
regulations which would make programmatic con- 
sultation discretionary for the Forest Service and 
BLM and make a host of site specific projects exempt 
as well. The consultation process guides the conser- 
vation of endangered species on public lands. Pub- 
lic agencies such as the BLM and Forest Service are 
required to consult with (i.e. gain the approval of) 
the FWS on "actions" which may affect endangered 
species. The definition of "action" has been estab- 
lished through aggressive litigation to include not 
only individual projects, but large scale programs, 
such as Forest Plans. Landscape level programmatic 
consultations are favored by FWS biologists because 


they encourage a comprehensive analysis of threats 
to a species. They are abhorred by FWS bureaucrats, 
who fear that "development" in entire ecosystems 
could be shut down during the consultation pro- 
cess. 

Predictably, the FWS chose to shut down the 
biologists, rather than the developers. The proposed 
rule eliminating programmatic consultation, ac- 
cording to the FWS: "is intended to reduce or 
eliminate altogether the consultation requirements 
on numerous Federal actions under the ESA with 
respect to listed and proposed species." In those 
instances where a consultation is necessary, the 
proposal transfers the consultation determination 
authority from the FWS over to the action agencies 
(USFS, BLM)! 

The Fish and Wildlife Service is smart enough to 


realize that the greatest threat to continued habitat 
destruction is the listing of new species as endan- 
gered. Each new listing reshuffles the deck, threat- 
ening the dubious house of cards they have erected. 
For this reason, they have taken special pains to 
destroy the listing process. 

By regulatory fiat, without review or public com- 
ment, the FWS established a policy of denying 
citizen petitions to list Category One species as 
endangered, unless the petitions present new infor- 
mation previously unknown to the FWS. Now since 
a Category One species, by definition, is already 
known to deserve threatened or endangered status, 
the FWS has purposefully blocked protection for 
400 species which have already been identified as 
needing ESA protection. The Category Two and 
Three species were even less lucky — they were com- 
pletely eliminated. With a stroke of Mollie Beatty's 
pen, 4,000 species already determined to be poten- 
tially endangered were removed from consider- 
ation altogether. 

When even these measures failed to stop deter- 
mined activists (and their lawyers) from slipping 
petitions through the gauntlet, the FWS shut down 
the listing process altogether. While Kay Bailey 
Hutchison’s rider on the military budget merely 
placed a moratorium on final listing decisions, the 
Fish and Wildlife Service unilaterally closed down 
the entire program — proposed listings, 90-day find- 
ings and all. The only listing activity currently 
allowed is downlisting actions. 

Having taken regulatory emasculation about as 
far as it can, the FWS, in the last few months, has 
taken to signing insidious Memorandums of Agree- 
ment (MOA). These MOAs virtually exempt vast 
tracts of land from the Endangered Species Act, 
including the lower Colorado River and the entire 
state of Colorado. 

Following successful lawsuits to list the South- 
western willow flycatcher as endangered and desig- 
nate critical habitat for the razorback sucker and 


bonytail chub, the Bureau of Reclamation (BuRec) 
was forced to begin a programmatic consultation on 
all its activities on the lower Colorado River. The 
cumulative effects would have included the Central 
Arizona Project and Las Vegas' plan to build a direct 
pipeline to the already over allocated river. Needless 
to say, the prospects of a jeopardy opinion were 
o/erwhelming. 

’A hen BuRec suddenly withdrew the consulta- 
tion plan, substituting a voluntary and unenforce- 
able 'biological document" for the legally required 
biological assessment, the hidden hand of Bruce 
Babbitt was evident. Under his political tutelage, 
the FVS has constructed a voluntary, shadow ESA 
which is being implemented in place of the real, 
enforceable ESA. Sure enough, the FWS soon an- 
nounced that it had signed an MOA to turn man- 
agement of the federally domi- 
nated river over to the states 
of Arizona, California, and Ne- 
vada, thereby escaping the 
consultation process. FWS 
proudly explained that as long 
as the states were making suf- 
ficient progress on creating a 
habitat conservation plan, all 
developments affecting the 
river, public or private, were 
automatically deemed to sat- 
isfy the requirements of the 
ESA! And who decides whether 
the states are making satisfac- 
tory progress? The states, of 
course. 

If this abdication of federal 
authority to forces openly hos- 
tile to environmental protec- 
tion (the states) looks a bit like 
the Gilchrest bill, consider the 
MOA between FWS and the 
state of Colorado signed in No- 
vember, 1995. It makes some of the most outra- 
geous portions of Gilchrest's bill the law in Colo- 
rado. The stated goal of the MOA is to use the 
"flexibility inherent in state and federal laws and 
regulations and emphasize voluntary participation 
of a broad spectrum of partners to achieve long- 
term conservation and development solutions... a 
vehicle to demonstrate that the [FWS'] flexibility in 
its implementation of the ESA can be used to find 
practical solutions that will reduce the need to list 
species, to consider social and economic issues, and 
to implement a habitat and community approach 
to conservation." Once again, the FWS is way ahead 
of Congress in gutting the ESA. 

Here's how the shadow ESA will work in Colo- 
rado. Instead of ESA listings, there will be Conserva- 
tion Agreements with "the highest emphasis on 
voluntary measures." The Agreements will "appro- 
priately and flexibly balance economic vitality, re- 
spect for the property rights of landowners and 
water users, and maintenance of public values, 
including hunting and angling opportunities." If 
(surprise, surprise) the agreement fails to prevent 
endangerment, the species will be listed. At this 
point a voluntary Recovery Agreement will be de- 
veloped instead of those pesky legally defined Re- 
covery Plans required by the ESA. Even worse, the 
failed Conservation Agreement must be the basis 
for the Recovery Agreement! 

The new age Recovery Agreements are so holistic, 
they will work for the "mutual benefit of conserva- 
tion and development goals." They will also set out, 
in advance, the FWS's Conservation Recommenda- 
tions, Reasonable and Prudent Measures, and Rea- 
sonable and Prudent Alternatives, thereby predeter- 
mining the outcome of ESA consultations. And who 
will develop the predetermined outcomes? The FWS, 
the state, and unspecified "partners and stake hold- 
ers" — the same development groups which will be 

continued on the next page 
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The Cm i ecu rest Extinction Bill 


Four things should be abundantly clear by now. 1) 
The Endangered Species Act isn't saving species. 2) 
This is not because of inherent flaws, but because the 
FWS is doing everything possible to circumvent it. 3) 
Any bill which maintains the current Act or weakens 
it will result in extinction and habitat loss. And 4) any 
discretion given to the FWS will be used to ensure 
continued habitat destruction and continued species 
decline. The Gilchrest Bill not only increases agency 
discretion, it shifts management authority to hostile 
state and local governments. The corollary is that the 
ESA reauthorization offered by Wayne Gilchrest (HR 
2374) is an extinction bill. Not purposefully, a la the 
ESA bill introduced by Pombo/Young, but through 
timidity and political naivete. 

The following is a summary of some of the most 
nefarious aspects of the Gilchrest bill. While every 
word of the bill is not death for endangered species, 
there is no question that the bad vastly outweighs 
the good. Note, especially, how the bill squeezes 
shut the litigation avenues which activists have 
most successfully used to protect species. 

Listing 

Getting species listed as endangered is the first 
step to save them and their habitats. Listing petitions 
therefore, have been a central focus of biodiversity 
activism. Gilchrest would substantially undercut the 
listing process. Most listing petitions will likely be 
subject to a hand picked, anonymous peer review 
team. Given the fact that virtually all recent listings 
have been won through litigation over the objec- 
tions of the FWS, it is not likely that the agency's 
anonymous peer review will be very objective. 

Finally, delisting petitions are prioritized over 
listing petitions. The FWS will certainly use this 
priority mandate to claim it does not have the 
resources to process listing petitions. A bevy of 
industry delisting petitions, therefore, could effec- 
tively shut down the listing process. 

Currently, the ESA requires an initial decision by 
the FWS within 90-days of recieving a petition to 
determine if the listing "may be warranted." The 90- 
day finding is an escape valve allowing the FWS to 
dispose of junk petitions rather than waste their time 
on lengthy reviews. The Gilchrest bill lengthens the 
90-day finding to 180 days and changes the criteria 
to the much higher standard of "is warranted." At a 
minimum, this will delay listings, even though the 
agency is already chronically late. More likely, the 
new standard will eliminate listings altogether. 
Critical Habitat 

Habitat loss affects about 85 percent of all species 
currently listed under the ESA. Even though critical 
habitat designation is mandatory at the time of 
listing under the current ESA, the FWS never does it 
except when sued. The Gilchrest bill will legalize the 
FWS' war against critical habitat, virtually ensuring 
it will never again be designated for any wide- 
ranging species. Under Gilchrest, critical habitat 
designation is delayed until the development of a 
Recovery Plan, and even then is only required when 
"appropriate." Institutionalizing this level of discre- 
tion will make litigation on behalf of critical habitat 
extremely difficult. One of the ESA's most powerful 
conservation and legal tools will have been gutted. 


An Open Letter... 

continued from the previous page 

subject to the consultation! This is like convening a 
panel of criminals to predetermine legal sentences. 

Critical habitat is not mentioned at all. Recovery 
and protection efforts are mandated to avoid pri- 
vate lands as much as possible, relying almost solely 
on public lands. Outrageous? All of this is already 
included in Gilchrest's "moderate" ESA bill. Colo- 
rado is a legislative test run already being touted by 
Babbitt as a model for legislation. 

Can the Endangered Species Coalition 
Save the ESA? 

The failure of the Endangered Species Coalition 
(ESC) to move an ESA reauthorization bill under the 


Even if critical habitat were designated, the 
Gilchrest bill removes the ESA language specifically 
permitting designation of currently unoccupied 
areas. Since most endangered species have very 
reduced ranges, this could result in critical habitat 
areas being very small. Being part of Recovery Plans, 
critical habitat will also be subject to the further 
burden of having to minimize economic impacts. 
Recovery Planning 

Recovery Plans are currently highly politicized 
and increasingly have become the subject of activist 
based litigation. Under the Gilchrest bill, politics 
will be institutionalized and legal challenges will be 
reduced. Recovery Plans will be developed by a 
Recovery Team jointly appointed by the FWS and 
each state affected by the plan. Affected local gov- 
ernments and private landowners must be included 
on the Team. None are required to have any scien- 
tific expertise. Non-scientists, in fact, will almost 
certainly outnumber scientists! 

The FWS will be required to "minimize adverse 
social and economic consequences that may result 
from efforts to conserve" endangered species. Re- 
covery plans must include descriptions of "actions 
that will be taken to minimize the adverse social or 
economic impacts" of implementing the plan. A 
litigation industry will surely arise to prove recovery 
plans have not "minimized" economic impacts. 
This requirement will essentially preclude recovery 
of endangered species. 

Since reduction of economic impacts is elevated 
to a goal of recovery planning, it will be very 
difficult to challenge the adequacy of recovery plans 
purely on biological bases. It will be easy, on the 
other hand, to challenge a Recovery Plan for not 
having the most minimal economic effect. 

Lastly, Recovery Plans will be required to be con- 
sistent with pre-existing Conservation Agreements 
to the maximum extent practical, even if the Con- 
servation Agreement's inadequacy resulted in the 
species being listed in the first place! 
Conservation Agreements 

The FWS would be mandated to sign voluntary 
Conservation Agreements with state, local and tribal 
governments for non- listed species, giving them 
primary management authority. The Agreements 
are not subject to public involvement or appeal. In 
addition to specifying criteria for preventing en- 
dangerment, the Agreements must specify "actions 
that will be taken to minimize adverse social or 
economic impacts." 

Federal agencies are required to ensure their ac- 
tions are consistent with Conservation Agreements, 
to the "maximum extent, practicable," even if the 
Agreement is resulting in species loss. If the Forest 
Service, for example, decided to increase protection, 
it could be deemed inconsistent with a Conserva- 
tion Agreement by state or local governments. The 
federal action agency must request a determination 
of consistency from the state or local government, 
not the FWS. If a determination is not given within 
90 days, the project is automatically approved. 

Bizarrely, the Gilchrest bill rewards state and local 
governments for failed Conservation Agreements. 
If a poor Agreement results in a species being listed 


Democratic Congress was a constant source of frus- 
tration to grassroots environmentalists. The ab- 
sence of many critical grassroots groups from the 
Coalition to this day underscores this frustration. 

It's hard to say whether recent changes in the ESC 
are best described as a corporate restructuring or a 
corporate takeover. The bottom line, however, is that 
the ESC is now being run by Phil Clapp's Environ- 
mental Information Center and a small manage- 
ment team. The new ESC's first official mailing did 
not inspire confidence with its failure to criticize the 
Gilchrest or the Saxton bill. The latter, a shade to the 
right of Gilchrest, was presented in it own terms as 
"moderate" without comment. 

Time for action is running out fast. The ESC is not 
yet committed to a bad bill. It should quickly give up 
its neutral stance on Gilchrest, regardless of the en- 
dorsement by some of its most prominent member 


as endangered, the state or local government can 
request that the FWS "transfer management author- 
ity for that species over to the agreement party. " The 
state or local government will then be responsible 
for granting and enforcing take permits and habitat 
conservation plans! Unlike the FWS, they do not 
appear to be subject to citizen suits. 

Once the species is listed, the Agreement will be 
periodically reviewed. Continued decline, however, 
does not require that the Agreement to be amended. 
If an annual review determines that the state or local 
government is violating the Agreement, it is given 
six months to come into compliance. This means an 
Agreement can be violated for up to 18 months 
before it is voided. 

Private Lands 

Recovery and protection efforts must avoid pri- 
vate lands as much as possible, even though 80 
percent of all listed species use private lands. When 
conservation of private lands is necessary, a "coop- 
erative" Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP) must be 
developed which minimizes economic impact. Pri- 
vate land owners will be allowed to take listed 
species over and above the baseline population at 
the time an HCP is signed. Species on private lands 
will therefore be maintained at endangered levels. If 
an HCP fails, resulting in the continued decline of 
an endangered species, the FWS must pay the pri- 
vate land owner to implement any additional con- 
servation measures. 

The HCP approval process will generally be expe- 
dited. If the HCP is consistent with the "goals" of 
the Recovery Plan, moreover, the FWS must ap- 
prove it. HCP's are also required to be consistent 
with voluntary Conservation Agreements, even if 
those agreements resulted in a species being listed as 
endangered. Since Recovery Plans will be extremely 
weak, HCP's are likely to proliferate and numbers of 
endangered species which are legally killed will 
increase. 

Conclusion 

There is absolutely nothing in the Gilchrest bill 
which will reign in the Fish and Wildlife Service's war 
against the Endangered Species Act. In fact many of 
the loopholes which activists have repeatedly liti- 
gated to close (such as weak recovery plans, failure to 
designate critical habitat, and inappropriate 90-day 
findings) will be enlarged. Our ability to continue 
litigating them will have been effectively crushed. 
Protection for endangered species on private land 
will be severely limited. Critical portions of the ESA 
will be delegated to state, local and tribal govern- 
ments which have shown outright hostility toward 
endangered species. The requirement to minimize 
economic impact adds, for the first time, a non- 
biological constraint to full recovery of endangered 
species. 

I have to agree with top ESA litigator Eric 
Glitzenstein: "The Gilchrest bill must be seen for 
what it is — a short-sighted, poorly drafted, one- 
sided bill which will inevitably and severely im- 
pede, rather than facilitate, efforts at the conserva- 
tion and recovery of endangered and threatened 
species." It is fundamentally flawed, no "technical 
changes" will make it acceptable. 


groups. The Gilchrest bill will result in extinction — 
that's the ultimate bottom line. The ESC should be the 
voice which carries a strong Endangered Species Act to 
Congress and the public. 

Every reader of this article, especially the many 
grassroots members of the Endangered Species Coa- 
lition, should contact the ESC as soon as possible. 
Tell them to dump Gilchrest and support a strong 
ESA. 

Contact Phil Clapp and the ESC at the Environ- 
mental Information Center, 1 400 1 6th St., NW, Suite 
330, Box 5, Washington, DC 20036-2266; phone 
(202) 797-6500, fax (202) 797-6501, email 



Kieran Suckling is the Executive Director of the South- 
west Center for Biological Diversity. 
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The Chip Cartel & The Pipeline To Asia 


Nowhere has the rush to cash in on the East's 
recovering forests been faster than in the Southeast 
where, within the last ten years, an unprecedented 
logging boom has swept across the region. Much of 
the activity centers around the Tennessee River Val- 
ley and associated watersheds, particularly the Ten- 
nessee-Tombigbee Waterway (Tenn-Tom) which was 
completed by the Corps in 1986. 

Comprised of a series of reservoirs and linked by 
dredged canals, the Tenn-Tom waterway is the Corps 
$2 billion engineering feat designed to provide a 
short-cut to the Gulf of Mexico. It allows barges to 
transport raw materials long distances, drastically 
cutting transportation costs. Without a doubt, the 
biggest beneficiary of this en vi ronm ental boondoggle 
has been the timber industry. According to Eric Bates, 
Doublestake, "Last year theTenn-Tom accommodated 
nearly eight million tons of commodities — more than 
half of it wood, and almost all in the form of chips." 

The Tenn-Tom and the Port of Mobile now serve as 
the funnel to drain these previously inaccessible and 
uneconomical forests; it is no coincidence that hard- 
wood exports have increased every year since 1987 
when the Tenn-Tom started earning its reputation as 
the "Pipeline to Asia." 

Exports from the Alabama State Docks in Mobile 
consist of linerboard and paper, lumber, plywood and 
veneer, post and poles and woodpulp. Over 1 ,258,390 
tons of woodpulp were exported out of the port in 
1994 making Mobile the number one woodpulp port 
in the nation. 

In addition to the Alabama State Docks, private 
terminals owned by Scott Paper and Marubeni of 
America (a joint venture between Weyerhaeuser, 
Mannington Wood and the Japanese multinational 
Marubeni) are exporting woodchips and whole logs. 
In 1994, over three million tons of woodchips left 
private terminals bound for Japan. 

Together, raw woodchips, woodpulp and whole 
logs constitute 80 percent of the Port of Mobile forest 
"products" exported. The South more closely re- 
sembles a Third World economy because their forest 
resources are barely processed at the source. The 
equation for profits for large pulp and paper manufac- 
turers like Kimberly-Clark/Scott Paper is simple: Ex- 
ports plus downsizing plus asset stripping equals 
instant capital, lower costs from fewer employees, less 
infrastructure and bureaucracy, and higher stock 
prices. 

Due to the abundance of hardwood forests growing 
in the higher elevations of the Southern Appala- 
chians and Cumberland Plateau, the multinational 
pulp and paper corporations, in cooperation with the 
Corps, the Tennessee Valley Authority (TV A) and 


state agencies in Alabama, Mississippi and Tennessee, 
identified the region as an ideal source of raw mate- 
rials for both domestic and international pulp and 
paper markets. Combined, these powerful govern- 
mental and corporate interests are acting as a Chip 
Cartel — operating above local, state and federal laws. 
In a nutshell, "free trade" is nothing more than 
commerce without morality and is replacing the US 
Constitution and economic democracy. 

The Chip Cartel is guilty of illegally exporting 
millions of tons of raw forest and tens of thousands of 
jobs. As a result of these massive exports local econo- 
mies for hundreds of miles upstream of Mobile Bay 
are suffering adverse impacts. Local hardwood indus- 
tries, considered to be "domestic dinosaurs" by invad- 
ing pulp and chip interests, are doomed to extinction 
because of the Chip Cartel's trade policies and forest 
practices. 

The Mobile District of the Corps has illegally issued 
permits to clusters of chip mill and whole log export 
facilities throughout the Tenn-Tom waterway and 
the Tennessee Valley without conducting even one 
public hearing. This is in violation of the National 
Environmental Policy Act and the Endangered Spe- 
cies Act. Furthermore, the Corps has refused to con- 
sider the reasonably foreseeable cumulative economic 
and environmental impacts throughout the sourcing 
areas utilized by the Chip Cartel. The Corps has also 
failed to consult with the US Fish and Wildlife Service 
on the foreseeable and resultant habitat destruction 
and wildlife extinction that has resulted from their 
disregard for the law and the public trust. 

For example, construction of the Tenn-Tom water- 
way destroyed thousands of acres of wetlands. Biolo- 
gists estimate over 150 species of fish and mollusks 
have disappeared. Public subsidies for these institu- 
tions appeared in many forms ranging from reduced 
rates for electricity, tax exemptions, perpetual dredg- 
ing and upkeep of the waterways. The Corps spends 
$20 million a year to dredge the Tenn-Tom. 

From an ecological standpoint, most of these hard- 
wood forests are 80-100 years old having been cleared 
for agriculture, fuelwood or sawtimber around the 
turn of the century. They generally are dominated by 
oak but contain a good diversity of gum, beech, 
maple, sycamore and poplar. Despite the fact that 
they are second growth and do not contain the older 
age classes or all the former species, these forests have 
regenerated to the point of representating intact, 
native forest ecosystems. 

High-capacity chip mills, which produce between 
300,000-400,000 tons of chips per year, are capable of 
stripping 200 square miles of these forest within three 
years. To add insult to injury, chip mills require only 


5-10 employees depending on the size of the opera- 
tion. When compared to the numbers of workers 
employed in hardwood producing industries like 
furniture manufacturing, chip mills provide a frac- 
tion of the jobs. 

Traditionally, hardwood forests were the source of 
timber for smaller-scale sawmills and local manufac- 
turing operations. They were selectively cut and high- 
graded through logging practices that rarely removed 
the structural integrity of the forest. But within a 
matter of a decade, the drive for fast dollars has turned 
the industry into one of the most cutthroat in the 
country. The multinational pulp and paper giants 
have elbowed out the region's hardwood sawmills 
and manufacturing facilities by removing all stand- 
ing timber — much of it good sawtimber. 

Multinational woodpulp users like Kimberly-Clark 
(formerly Scott Paper), Boise Cascade and Champion 
International have changed the face of forestry in the 
Southeast, not just through their reliance on feller- 
bunchers and other high-tech machinery but through 
overseas trade and development. Some like Kimberly- 
Clark (KC) have become major exporters and have 
directly contributed to the high rate of deforestation 
occurring in the region. By cutting twice as much as 
its papermill can use, KC can sell the excess to a mill 
that does not have its own reserves of forested lands. 
Aside from depriving the local hardwood users, it also 
removes trees that could be used for domestic paper 
production thereby further undermining the region's 
economic base. KC exports $50 million worth of 
woodchips annually from its Mobile facility which 
represents a small fraction of their value. 

Please join in the call for an immediate, nationwide 
ban on the export of woodchips, woodpulp and raw 
logs for the sake of our forests and our economies. It 
is also time for the Corps and TVA to conduct a 
region-wide environmental and economic impact 
statement on the sourcing areas of chip mills and log 
export facilities along the Tenn-Tom waterway and 
other associated drainages. Contact your state and 
federal representatives and senators by phone or fax 
and urge them to draft an export ban bill, write letters 
to newspapers, call in to radio talk shows and, most 
importantly, get active on pulp and paper issues and 
campaigns. It is our job to get the word out through- 
out our communities so we can develop the political 
and physical will to halt corporations who infringe 
on our environmental and economic rights. 

For more information contact: John Johnson, Katuah 
Earth First!, PO Box 281 Chattanooga, TN 37401; 
phone (423) 624-3939 or Rodney Webb, Native Forest 
Network, 65 Mill Creek Rd. Marshall, NC 28753; phone 
(704) 656-2517. 


Chips Hit the Fan • •• 

continued from the front page 


Meanwhile, Steve, sporting a 
Kryptonite lock around his neck con- 
tinued to block the steep, narrow steps 
that led to the top of the superstruc- 
ture. He would later pay a price for his 
troubles when the owner and his 
"Deadhead" son Norman would use 
him as a kicking and punching bag. 
Eventually, more workers made their 
way up and around Steve, but the 
situation was peaceful as we engaged 
the workers in "Conversation 101." 

Out by the entrance to Chipco, the 
front company established by Scott 
Paper in 1991, a dozen activists carried 
banners and signs, handed out fact 
sheets and awaited the media. "No 
Stripping-No Chipping-No Shipping" 
and "No Forests-No Jobs-No Future" 
were among the messages greeting 
commuters, chip haulers and passers- 
by. The police had by now arrived and 
informed the demonstrators out at the 
gate that changes in the constitution 
had made peaceful gatherings and pro- 
tests without a permit illegal in these 
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parts. Welcome to Alabama! Thanks to 
the presence of longtime civil rights 
activists Jerry and Jeffrey, the police 
backed off a little and our contingent 
did their best to comply with the offic- 
ers lest we risk any other arrests. 

The tone of the action changed dra- 
matically when the owner, Mack 
McGuiness, got on the crane and or- 
dered workers to cut the banner. When 
he instructed workers to do the same 
with the climbers' ropes, Jake inter- 
vened yelling "You'll be in jail too, 
mate, after I file attempted murder 
charges!" 

Rodney had figured out that the show 
was over and rappelled into the chip 
pile but it took Corey awhile. At one 
point, McGuiness lost his cool again 
and he and others started to pull Corey 
up by his rope in a vain attempt to 
remove him. Once again, Jake stepped 
in and told McGuiness to back off and 
let him rappel on his own power. Un- 
fortunately, no police ever got to the 
top of the crane and so there were no 


officials to witness McGuiness' actions. 

In the end, export operations were 
shut down for over two hours and the 
action itself lasted for over four, but 
the crane resumed loading after the 
banner was cut down by workers. It 
took another one-and-a-half hours to 
remove John and Steve from their re- 
spective perches. 

It was during that time that 
McGuiness' son punched Steve in the 
stomach after he dropped his krypto 
key from the top of the stairs. A police 
officer did witness this and Steve is 
considering filing assault charges pend- 
ing our legal situation. Once in police 
custody, the affinity group was treated 
with respect. The five arrestees ended 
up with four charges each, two counts 
of criminal trespassing and two counts 
of disorderly conduct, because both 
Chipco and Kimberly-Clark/Scott filed 
identical charges. The trial is sched- 
uled for February 6. 

As for media coverage, we knew that 
it would be tough to break the strangle- 
hold of the industrial masters of the 
Mobile pulp and paper colony. Still, 
we were the second story on the NBC 


affiliate who used our video footage 
and actually conveyed our message 
reasonbly. The print media was less 
favorable, although we were high- 
lighted on the front page beneath the 
Mobile Press Register banner with a 
small photo and caption referring to 
the article in the Business section. We 
were particularly angry that their pho- 
tographer was late and didn't get shots 
of the banner, and they wouldn't use 
any of our photos. Obviously, we made 
some phone calls to the appropriate 
editors at the newspaper as well as to 
the local AP feeder who refused to help 
us at all. 

This action, and our earlier demon- 
strations in October at the Interna- 
tional Trade Center and US Army Corps 
of Engineers (the Corps), were the first 
protests ever in the state of Alabama 
focusing on forestry issues and trade 
exports. We hope our efforts served as 
a warning shot launched over the bow 
of the pulp and paper industry. No 
longer will their trade policies and 
forest practices go unscrutinized nor 
will they have the luxury of operating 
without public dissent. 
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SCOUTING TIMBER SHIP ACTIONS 


by Twilly Cannon 

IMPORT AND EXPORTTRADE 

Doing an action against a departing 
ship, such as a raw log export ship, is 
much easier than an action against an 
arriving one. You have the luxury of 
being able to watch the ship slowly 
load, study the habits of the workers 
and have a larger window of opportu- 
nity than for arriving vessels. 

In short, export actions more re- 
semble an action against a stationary 
target, such as a pulp mill. This article 
addresses the more difficult import 
action but within it you will find all 
you need to keep those logs and chips 
from getting exported. 

Tropical timber products (TTPs) 
are imported in many forms: as 
raw logs, sawn lumber, veneers 
and finished products such as fur- 
niture, knick-knacks or chop- 
sticks. 

They are mostly transported by 
ship due to their weight and be- 
cause the shipments are generally 
not time-sensitive. The shipments 
take two forms, as bulk cargo or in 
containers. Raw logs and sawn 
lumber can be bulk-shipped. All 
else is containerized to protect 
from damage. 

CONTAINERIZED SHIP- 
PING 

An ever-increasing proportion 
of freight shipped today is con- 
tainerized. Once the container is 
packed and sealed it can be car- 
ried by rail, truck, or ship — hence 
the name "intermodal shipping 
container" (ISCs). There are a 
number of advantages to ISCs. 

The containers can be filled at 
numerous, decentralized loca- 
tions. They can be transported to col- 
lection points by any of the three 
"modes". Once the containers arrive at 
the centralization points their unifor- 
mity allows ease of handling, loading, 
and unloading. 

Containers range from 15 to 40 feet 
and can handle loads up to 30 tons. 
They are stackable up to nine or ten 
high, using small interlocks on each of 
the corners. 

There are always markings on the 
outside of the container, but they usu- 
ally don't identify the contents. They 
identify the owner, operating agent, 
and physical specifications of the con- 
tainer. Occasionally a small paper in- 
voice will be tucked into the handle 
area but this is rare (most often seen on 
rail-carried containers.). 

Some modern container facilities 
have begun using a laser- scanned color 
bar code system similar to what is found 
on grocery packaging. These bar codes 
are on the side of the container on a 
patch approximately 1 2 by 24 inches. 
If an activist wanted to apply pressure 
to the shipping company, one possible 
way would be to use colored electrical 
tape to alter these bar codes disrupting 
the automated tracking and inventory 
systems. 

There is a wide variety of container 
handling equipment in use, but all 
work by one of two methods. Either 
the machine lifts the container from 
underneath, or it locks into the stack- 
ing/handling fixtures on the top cor- 
ners and lifts from above. In general. 


the lift from below equipment re- 
sembles a large forklift (and is generally 
smaller) while the lift from above equip- 
ment can resemble either a marine 
travel lift (a table with a wheel on each 
leg) or a crane. The crane lifts are of 
particular interest to action aficiona- 
dos due to their vulnerability to direct 
action. 

Containerized cargo also presents a 
couple challenges in an action con- 
text. A major problem is the "anonym- 
ity" of the cargo. Given that a ship will 
often be loaded with hundreds of vir- 
tually identical containers carrying a 
variety of products, its nearly impos- 
sible to determine which, if any, have 
the targeted imports. 


Credible deniability by the shipper 
could put egg on the campaigners face. 
Another concern of lesser importance 
is the charge that, yeah, the stuff may 
be aboard but you're affecting a lot of 
innocent people by the action. A cre- 
ative response should be ready. 
RESEARCH TOOLS 

PIERS 

Port Import Export Research Service 
(PIERS) is a very valuable tool in the 
search for timber imports. Working off 
of US Customs Service (USCS) mani- 
fests, PIERS develops an historical pic- 
ture of the import/export trade. Port of 
entry or departure, commodity name, 
agent, shipper, vessel name and quan- 
tities are all included in these profiles. 

When using this service, it's impor- 
tant to note that the information has 
several limitations. The information is 
never completely current. The com- 
pany offering this service takes USCS 
raw computer data and works it using 
their own custom software to develop 
the profiles. In general, there is a four 
to six week lag in processing export 
information while import info lags one 
to two weeks. 

Another limitation using PIERS is the 
expense. Subscribers are not charged 
by the "search" but for the number of 
"records" each search turns up. In or- 
der to limit the breadth of the inquiry 
the user develops "keywords" as search 
criteria. Typical keywords are the port 
name, product name or, if pertinent, 
the name of the shipper, vessel, or 
agent. The optimum way to do a search 
is to team up someone who has expert 


knowledge of the timber trade with a 
PIERS operator who has a good knowl- 
edge of what keywords will effectively 
narrow the request. In one infamous 
incident, a marine mammal researcher 
(using a different system) asked for all 
articles in the past six months on dol- 
phins. Unfortunately, the Miami Dol- 
phins had just won the Super Bowl. 
This request cost hundreds of dollars. 
Take care developing your keywords. 

USING PIERS DATA: PATTERNS AND 
CROSS-REFERENCING 

The first thing to do with your PIERS 
search is to look for any apparent pat- 
terns. Is there one ship that seems to 
always be carrying TTPs? Is one agent 
or shipper handling the business? Do 
the ships always seem to be going to 
one port facility? Sometimes you get 
one ship on a regular schedule always 
carrying the target products. 

Most often one needs to cross-refer- 
ence the PIERS data with information 
from other sources. This cross referenc- 
ing is where the real detective work of 
developing the action comes in. This 
work can be difficult and the results 
elusive. Proceeding methodically in the 
investigation is important. Keep de- 
tailed notes — a piece of information 
that seems insignificant may be the 
key later. 

Here are some other sources of infor- 
mation that are often useful: 

JOURNAL OF COMMERCE— The Jour- 
nal of Commerce is a national business 
daily focusing on trade. It contains lots 
of information generally useful to ac- 
tivists. The portion of the Journal of 
Commerce that is particularly useful in 
terms of ship actions is in the rear 
section called the "shipcards". The 
shipcards list the arrival and departure 
times of all regularly scheduled ship- 
ping — as well as listing the ports of call 
for the vessel. The shipcards are par- 
ticularly useful in cross-referencing 
PIERS data. Unfortunately, the Journal 
of Commerce subscription is over $200 
per year. Most major public libraries 
carry it, however. 

MARINE EXCHANGES— Most major 
ports have what's called a "Marine Ex- 
change" (ME). These are quasi-govern- 
mental, non-profit organizations offer- 
ing a range of services to ships, compa- 
nies and individuals involved in the 
shipping business. Most MEs offer a 
range of office services as well as histori- 
cal records and an "intelligence net- 
work". An important service the MEs 
offer is daily mailouts or faxes giving 
vessel arrival and departure times. This 
information is generally up-to-date and 
accurate, more so than the shipcards. 
Typical membership rates are $45/ 
month for mailouts or $75/month for 
fax service. If you wish to subscribe a 
good cover is to describe yourself as a 
cargo brokerage consultant. 

SEADATA — SeaData is another sub- 
scription information service offer- 
ing vessel profiles. A typical profile 
will physically describe the ship: draft, 
length, tonnage, speed, etc. The 
owner, lessor, agents, and operators 
are often provided. Cost is approxi- 
mately $200/search. 

TACTICAL TOOLS 

The various research tools described 
above are used to identify the port of 
entry and target vessel of the action. 
Further research is usually needed be- 
fore effective scouting can begin. Here 


is a list of other good sources of infor- 
mation useful in planning ship ac- 
tions. 

NOAA COAST PILOTS. NOAA Coast 
Pilots are books meant to be used in 
conjunction with nautical charts. They 
are published by the US Government 
and available wherever charts are sold. 

Here are some of the useful things 
you can learn from the pilot: A list of 
the VHF-FM radio frequency alloca- 
tions, location and description of ship 
anchorages, pilotage regulations, gen- 
eral and detailed descriptions of the 
weather, and detailed descriptions of 
the layout and operation of harbors. 

HARBOR PILOTS, HARBOR TUGS, 
and VESSEL TRAFFIC SERVICE 

These three services are most useful 
immediately before the action. An in- 
bound ship must call for a harbor pi- 
lot — often giving up to 8 hours notice 
of arrival. The pilot goes aboard the 
ship at a place outside the harbor called 
the precautionary area. If one is listen- 
ing with a VHF radio or scanner you 
will often hear the "pilot call." Some 
activists have simply called the pilot 
service by phone and asked when the 

"pilot for vessel was called for." 

Details about the pilotage requirements 
and radio working frequencies are 
found in the Coast Pilot. 

Once a ship enters the breakwater, 
tugs are often necessary (or required by 
statute) to get the vessel into its berth. 
Like the pilot call, radio conversations 
between the tug and ship will signal 
immediate arrival. 

Most large harbors have what's called 
Vessel Traffic Service (VTS). These ser- 
vices monitor the movements of all 
shipping from the precautionary area 
in. For some harbors, reporting to VTS 
is voluntary, for others its mandatory. 
Large ships always report in. Again, by 
listening to your scanner, VTS will pro- 
vide refined, short-term info about your 
target vessel's movement. 

COMMUNICATIONS — Large ships 
use three principal methods of com- 
munication: HF or MF radio, SATCOM, 
and VHF-FM radio. 

HF and MF radios are seldom used 
today and SATCOM (Satellite Commu- 
nication) is what's replacing it. These 
systems look and operate like a regular 
telephone utilizing a geostationary sat- 
ellite for a relay. SatCom costs about 
$ 12/minute and intercepting these 
communications is usually beyond the 
ability of most activists. Some activists 
(having gotten the SatCom number of 
the target ship from SeaData or from 
the SatCom directory) have simply 
phoned up the radio operator and asked 
their ETA. 

VHF-FM radio is the principal short- 
distance means of communication for 
ships. Range is determined by the height 
of the antenna above the water but 40 
to 70 miles for large ships is not un- 
common. All ships are required to con- 
stantly monitor channel 16 (the Inter- 
national hailing and distress frequency) 
and most also monitor a second, "work- 
ing" frequency. In most harbors the 
ship will mon itor 1 6, the VTS frequency, 
and the pilot frequency (usually chan- 
nel 12 or 13). Again, consult the Coast 
Pilot for more details. 

Look for future installments from the 
Ruckus Society. 
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You Are Now Reading the Most 


continued from page 3 
To the Editor: 

I for one would never in a 
million years "Boycott an Elec- 
tion!" I may freely decide that all 
candidates are assholes and 
choose not to vote, but I would 
never abdicate my right to vote 
due to a called-for boycott. An 
election is a much different beast 
than a corporation, of which I 
boycott many. To refuse to pa- 
tronage a Mitsubishi or a 
McDonald's and inform others 
of such a boycott not only denies 
profits to a company, but also 
makes them fearful of the 
boycott's potential popularity. 
Therefore, the company will 
spend even more of its money 
denying the allegations, and try- 
ing to invoke the sympathy 
through green-washing ads and 
the discrediting of activist groups, 
etc. As most of you surely know, 
boycotting a store, a state, or a 
company can be a very effective 
vehicle for change. 

Boycotting an election, on 
the other hand, makes very little 
sense to me. What the hell is the 
point! So a few thousand ratty 
enviros decide not to vote in 
1996. We would all become yet 
another statistic in the ever de- 
creasing number of Americans 
who actually vote. What has been 
achieved if only 51.7 percent of 
all Americans voted rather than 
51.8 percent. No pressure would 
be placed on any politician be- 
cause of the threat of economic 
ruin. What we need are millions 
of more voters who are educated 
on environmental issues. Imag- 
ine if 75 percent of the populace 
knew what the fuck was going on 
and voted, and kept tabs on their 
representatives, then I think you 
and I wouldn't have to work so 
hard. (Remember, most 
of the people who don't 
vote are the unedu- 
cated and disenfran- 
chised, i.e. potential al- \ 
lies. This is why politicians, \ 
especially Republicans, are ( 
vehemently against voter reg- 
istration drives.) 

1 realize that all politi- 
cians, no matter the party 
affiliation, are part of our 
toxic consumerist system 
and their primary collec- 
tive goal is the promul- 
gation of our "growth" 
economy. And yes, most 
get fat contributions from de- 
vious characters and Earth-plun- 
dering industries. But only a fool 
could not see that there are subtle 
differences between candidates. 
It may be subtle enough to mean 
the difference between a "yes” or 
a "no" vote on important issues 
such as drilling in the Arctic Na- 
tional Wildlife Refuge, or the sub- 
sidizing of mass transit instead of 
ranchers. President Clinton has 
sold us out many times, but at 
least on some issues we stand a 
chance. With a Republican tri- 
umvirate of President, and the 
control of House and Senate, we 
will be faced with a crisis on the 
scale of the timber Salvage Rider 
on a monthly basis. Addition- 
ally, don't forget that the elec- 
tions in 1996 are not only for 
President, but for many other 
local positions as well. You can- 
not deny that there are a handful 
of national and state representa- 
tives who may not be EF!ers, but 
are not completely bought off, 


and are nominally serving their 
constituents. 

I believe that all Earth 
Firstlers should vote. We are part 
of a small minority who really 
knows what the shitstem is all 
about, so by boycotting this year's 
election, we would only empower 
the vast majority of clueless vot- 
ers who think the "ADC program" 
is the newest sit-com on channel 
5. If you honestly and sincerely 
believe the 1996 election is the 
choice between tweedle-dee and 
tweedle-dum, then by all means 
forego voting (or better yet sup- 
port an alternative candidate). 
But advocating a blanket boycott 
of all 1996 elections is cynical, 
anti-intellectual and counterpro- 
ductive. If we all jumped on this 
bandwagon, we could be deny- 
ing crucial votes to a potential 
ally, albeit a weak one, in Wash- 
ington or locally. I fret to think 
that there are people out there 
spending all of their energy en- 
couraging people not to vote, 
rather than stopping a road, or 
shutting down a fur salon. 

Thank you, 

— Philip Goff 
PS Thank you, Casey Neill for 
your wonderful music. Whenever 
I am feeling bummed about the 
fate of the planet, I pop in one of 
your tapes. Upon its completion, 
I once again feel empowered to 
liberate the Earth from the death 
throngs of multinationals. I ad- 
vise all activists to get a hold of 
either of Casey's tapes. If you 
don't have the dough, the first 
one to call the foumal gets a free 
copy, on me. 

fNo joke. He sent us the money 
and everything. — LH] 



Dear SFB, 

Re:"Someday a Woman Will Be 
President" 

Mr. Wal-highnass (of 
Walmart) ordered piles of T-shirts 
with this sentiment on it to be 
removed from all the shelves in 
all the stores. Apparently, he was 
a little offended. Call up your 
local Walmart and let them know 
what offends you. 

— Anon 

Dear SFB, 

Steve Paulson's letter to the 
editors (Yule, 1995) fails to 
mention another group also re- 
sponsible for the Jack Timber 
Sale lock down and, in fact, a 
driving force behind the Cove/ 
Mallard Campaign: Earth First! 
While Steve is asking himself 
who the Cove/Mallard Last Wil- 
derness Defense is, some folks 
out there might be wondering 
who the heck the Cove/Mal- 
lard Coalition is. Just a thought. 


signed, 

— You wouldn't know me anyway 
Dear SFB, 

Re: What's With All These Groups 
And Funds for Cove/Mallard?? 

Some confusion has arisen 
over all the groups and funds 
that support the Cove/Mallard 
resistance. This should clarify 
things. This should help you de- 
cide which of the following four 
entities you want to support. And 
remember, money is very much 
needed! 

Cove/Mallard Coalition-Mos- 
cow: Does outreach, media, lo- 
gistics, and assists activists who 
want to help defend Cove/Mal- 
lard. The Moscow office is a cru- 
cial central point for organizing 
the Cove/Mallard resistance. We 
coordinate activists from all over 
the country who want to go to 
Cove/Mallard: we organize rides, 
and give information to activists 
regarding the gear they need to 
bring, what to expect, and what 
Cove/Mallard is all about. We do 
outreach to people who are in- 
terested in getting involved with 
Cove/Mallard. 

Many activists are doing out- 
reach, education, and fundraising 
in their own communities for 
Cove/Mallard. We assist their ef- 
forts by sending them what they 
need. We also have a forest watch 
program that includes document- 
ing violations in the Cove/Mal- 
lard timber sales. This informa- 
tion is shared with the Idaho 
Sporting Congress to help with 
their lawsuit against these illegal 
sales. Funds sent to this office 
will help cover the expenses for 
logistics, outreach, camp sup- 
plies, media, rent, and phone 
bills. 

Cove/Mallard Coalition- 
Missoula: Helps with fundraising, 
media, and outreach for the 
Cove/Mallard resistance. Cur- 
rently is coordinating the 
roadshow back East to raise 
awareness about Cove/Mal- 
lard. 

Last Wilderness Defense 
Fund: Strictly a fund to 
make sure backcountry 
activists get clothing, 
gear, food, and nec- 
essary equipment for 
actions and monitor- 
ing efforts. This is im- 
portant. Cold and hun- 
gry activists can’t do their job! 
Equipment for actions is crucial 
too; actions that slow down log- 
ging require things like U-locks 
and tree climbing gear. These are 
expensive. Further, they get sto- 
len by the Freddies each time 
there is an action. More bucks are 
needed to replace the equipment 
for the next action. The Fund 
also assists other campaigns, but 
its main focus is Cove/Mallard. 

Wild Rockies EF!: Responsible 
for the phenomenal Wild Rockies 
Review. Will support 
backcountry efforts for Cove/ 
Mallard, as well as assisting other 
direct action campaigns in the 
Wild Rockies bioregion. 

How To Contact the Above: 
Cove/Mallard Coalition-Moscow, 
POB 8969, Moscow, ID 83843, 
(208)882-9755; Cove/Mallard 
Coalition-Missoula, c/o NFN, POB 
8251, Missoula, MT 59807, 
(406)549-3978, fax (208)883-0727, 
e-mail: gruh9434@uidaho.edu; 
Last Wilderness Defense Fund, POB 
9286 Moscow, ID 83843; Wild 


Rockies EF!, POB 9970, Missoula, 
MT 59807. 

— Nat 

Dear Shit For Brains, 

Re: Yule, 1995 "The Shrimp Har- 
vest of Shame” 

As the article said, Turtle 
Excluder Devices (TEDs) are cer- 
tainly cheap, but questions have 
been raised about their effective- 
ness in preventing endangered 
turtle strandings. Carol 
Ruckdleshel, a biologist on 
Cumberland Island off the Geor- 
gia Coast, has seen no significant 
decline in leatherback, Ridley, or 
loggerhead turtle strandings since 
TEDs have come into use in the 
Georgia and Florida shrimping 
waters. She has done extensive 
post-mortem research on 
stranded turtles both before and 
after the introduction of TEDs, 
and has suggested that turtles 
that go through shrimp nets with 
TEDs experience major trauma 
inside the nets when they are 
unable to find the opening im- 
mediately, as they often are. Ap- 
parently their blood becomes 
over oxygenated (or under?, I 
cannot remember which) and 
while they may survive long 
enough to make it out of the net 
itself, they often die hours or 
even days later. 

Earth Is- 
land Institute 
has been sing- 
ing the praises 
of Turtle Ex- 
cluder Devices 
for years but the 
biological science 
community still has 
questions. Recently, 


built using the Russian model. 
Slovakia is the eastern part of 
former Czechoslovakia. This 
nuclear power plant is a Russian 
project and design and will not 
have a secondary containment, a 
basic safety requirement for 
nuclear power plants in the 
United States. The design for the 
plant does not satisfy the Euro- 
pean Union's standards and 
would not get the approval to 
operate in the United States or 
the European Union. 

There are many other prob- 
lems with government's plan. 
Many important issues remain 
unaddressed, issues such as how 
and when to decommission the 
plant after its operational life and 
what to do with the high-level 
radioactive waste generated from 
its operation. 

This nuclear power plant is 
too expensive, both financially 
and environmentally. In a 
country where the per capita 
GNP is only $1,930 (US), there 
are better uses for this 
money such as edu- 
cation, economic 
development, or 
improvement of 
the energy sys- 
tem. There are 
viable envi- 
ronmen- 



scientists 
and activists 
got together for a 
sea turtle conference 
where they attempted to answer 
some of these questions about 
TEDs. I do not know the results. 

Before the EF! Journal pro- 
motes the easy technological so- 
lution any further, there needs to 
be more non-industry research 
into the long-term effectiveness 
of TEDs in protecting endangered 
turtle populations. If our 
country's most radical environ- 
mental journal comes out in such 
strong support of this question- 
able technical quick-fix, what can 
we expect from mainstream en- 
vironmental groups? As we all 
know, it is all too easy to pre- 
scribe a device or drug that hides 
the symptoms of a lingering prob- 
lepi, but cannot deal with the 
problem itself. Maybe the only 
truly turtle-safe shrimp is one 
that is living out its life beneath 
the deep blue waves. 

No compromise, 

— Yuma Badger 

Letter to the Editor, 

Immediate help is needed to 
help the Slovak and the global 
energy future. The government 
of Slovakia is planning to com- 
plete the construction of a 
Mochovce nuclear power plant 


tally friendlier 
power-generation technologies 
which would be substituted for 
this nuclear plant. 

In addition there is one work- 
ing nuclear power plant in 
Slovakia built during the com- 
munism consisting of four reac- 
tors. Two of them were shown as 
among the 10 most dangerous 
reactors in the world by the re- 
cent study of the US Department 
of Energy. 

Please write the Prime Min- 
ister of Slovakia and ask him to 
pursue a non-nuclear and envi- 
ronmentally friendly energy 
policy for his country. After all, 
we all share the same planet. 

— JURAJ KrIVOSIK 

Mr. Prime Minister Vladmir 
Meciar,Urad Vlady SR, Namestie 
Slobodyl, Bratislava 811 06, Slo- 
vak Republic, Europe; For Mother 
Earth, PO Box 93, Bratislava 
81499, Slovak Republic, Europe. 

Dear Editor: 

For those of you looking for 
something to do on a dull day, I 
would like to suggest a simple 
and fun activity for the whole 
family. Stop by your local Shell 
station and pick up a bunch of 
Shell Credit Card application 
forms. Take them home, pass out 
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large markers, and write con- 
demning slogans inside regard- 
ing Shell's participation in the 
murder of Ken Saro-Wiwa and 
eight other Nigerian activists. 
"Shell Kills" will work, but use 
your imagination. Seal the forms 
and drop in the mail — Shell will 
pay for the postage. 

Shell is used here as an ex- 
ample. Any "Business Reply Mail" 
with an appropriate message for 
the particular slimeball corpora- 
tion (e.g. Exxon, Time, etc.) 
would work just as well. 

Sincerely, 

— Esther Williams 

SFB, 

Re: James Barnes & Gary Milner 

In the Samhain Journal, 
James Barnes responded to a let- 
ter from Gary Milner, a Forest 
Service employee. Milner, as I 
take it, tried to explain to Barnes 
that he would do well not to 
generalize and paint all Forest 
Circus employees with the same 
brush. Barnes replied with a pea 
brained rendition of "you are part 
of the solution, or you are part of 
the problem." Last time I checked, 
all of us homo saps were part of 
the problem. Barnes finished by 
suggesting that Milner quit his 
job in protest. 

James, what the hell good 
would that do? What would it 
accomplish? 1 have successfully 
appealed a timber sale for which 
the Environmental Assessment 
(EA) arrived in my mailbox with 
handwritten notes proclaiming 
painfully obvious truths such as, 
literally, “They don’t have a 
fuckin' clue!", referring to spe- 
cific statements in the EA. Other 
notes explained "they don't 
know." & "they didn't really do 
that. " I prefer to get my EA's with 
tips like this! As a fellow Cove- 
Mallard-ite, Barnes should be well 
aware of juicy documents given 
to us by persons working in the 
Red River Ranger Station, which 
bolster our arguments in court 
and elsewhere. 

I don't disagree with most of 
the substance of what Barnes says, 
but I object to his black & white 
view of this issue. I also object to 
the "fuck you"-ish tone of his 
response, which is not likely to 
help build potential alliances. 

— Tree Frog 

Dear Shit Fer Brains, 

I've exchanged a few letters 
with a certain Thierry Sallantin 
in French Guyana, South 
America. Thierry urges eco-activ- 
ists and bioregionalists to join 
him in Amazonia and help build 
an eco-community, and asked me 
to write a notice for the EF! Jour- 
nal explaining what he is work- 
ing on. He writes: 

"I have discovered your let- 
ter on May 27 when I arrive at 
this very little village, the only 
one in the middle of the 
rainforest: 80,000 km2 with no 
human beings except perhaps 
two or three uncontacted 
Amerindian tribes (we are the 
only two anthropologists to know 
where they live!). 

1 was a journalist writer in 
French underground ecological 
journals since 1970. But now I 
think it's too lat e. The only thing 
to do before eco-collapse: escape, 
and~create little wonderful and 


I brother animals and sister plants , 
and try to survive with our chil- 


dren during the self destructior 


of the industrial worldvThe only 


i peaceful human societies living 
as good as possible with our 


ones to survive will be those whu 
learn as quick as possible, now,| 
to live in nature and only with 
nature. We need ten or twenty 
years to learn all the Amerindian 
ways of life so that we won't need 
^anything from the towns." / — ' 

Thierry gave two addresses, 
so please write him if you are 
interested in going down there, 
and perhaps send some money 
in a different envelope to cover 
his postage costs. He suggests 
bringing a light kayak or canoe 
for the paddle to this village, as 
well as other "eco-activists and 
bioregionalists: one canoe=two 
people." 

Thierry SALLANTIN, 973 
Maripa Soula, Guyanne 
Franchise, South America; Thierry 
SALLANTIN, c/c Famille 
LAURENCON, 973 Saul, 
Guyanne Fran?aise, South 
America. 

— Al Decker 

Dear Comrades 

I live near Lake Superior in 
the upper Midwest and have re- 
cently discovered a most foul plot 
by a mining company that is 
unfolding quickly and without 
notice by most all national 
groups. I am writing to fill 
you in on the devious details 
being planned, but first a 
little background info is 
needed to catch you up on 
the project. 

Sometime around 
forty years ago, a mine 
was opened in the Up- > 
per Peninsula of Michi- 
gan in a town named 
White Pine. The mine was 
named "The White Pine Mine, " 
duh! The mine was a copper, gold 
and silver mine , however the 
principal element being sought 
after was the copper. Native 
Americans from around the coun- 
try and as far away as Mexico had 
sought copper for thousands of 
years here and Inca coins have 
been found in the area near old 
mine sites. The last forty years of 
mining however have been far 
more extensive that the natives 
had ever dreamed of. The mine 
now is roughly thirteen miles 
square and extends down about 
2, 700 feet below sea level or 2,400 
feet below the Lake Superior 
mean level. The White Pine mine 
has been the second largest cop- 
per producing mine in the United 
States during its history and has 
basically run out of copper that is 
able to be mined by conventional 
means. 

The company that runs the 
mine is Copper Range Company 
or CRC. CRC is supposedly owned 
by a Canadian company who, in 
turn, is owned by another, as yet 
un-named, company. Two years 
ago the CRC was hit with the 
biggest EPA fine ever given out 
totaling almost 40 million dol- 
lars for its contributions of mer- 

t 

cury to the environment span- 
ning 500 square miles. CRC now 
plans to use another method of 
mining called "In Ground Solu- 
tion Mining." The plan is to fill 
the mine with over 15 billion 
gallons of Lixiviant, commonly 
called sulfuric acid. After the acid 
solution has sat a while the com- 
pany will suck it out and process 


out the remaining copper and 
other metals. The fluids will be 
re-enhanced and sent back down 
to do more work dissolving the 
metals into solution. 

The problem, if you haven't 
figured it out yet, is that the mine 
is five miles from Lake Superior 
and is filling up with water. No 
matter what the company does 
at this point the mine will fill 
with water and will flow into 
Lake Superior. The mine waters, 
however, are ten to twenty times 
saltier than the oceans are, re- 
member Lake Superior is a fresh 
water lake. The mine waters are 
also laced with a toxic tea of 
heavy metals including cad- 
mium, arsenic, lead, strontium, 
mercury, uranium, radium 226 
and other isotopes, barium, co- 
balt, vanadium, zinc and others. 
TheMichigan DNR, in its 
most honorable 


through all four volumes of the 
company's report and have 
found every page to be filled with 
utter ignorance of the complex 
interrelationships of nature. The 
whole plan is insane. But don't 
take my word for it, call and ask 
yourself. If you don't want to call 
the MDNR, then call Mr. Jochen 
Tilk at (906) 885-7332 or write 
him at Copper Range Company, 
PO Box 100, Wilcox Rd., White 
Pine, MI 49971. 

For those interested in more 
direct approaches, just show up 
at the public comment meeting 
when the draft permit comes out. 
Wear your best green shirts and 
bring your tools. 

— Anonymous 


Roselle claimed. In addition, we 
contributed $5 million to Inter- 
national campaigns. Our admin- 
istrative overhead was $1.6 mil- 
lion. (Anyone who wants can get 
a copy of our 1994 Annual Re- 
port based on audited financial 
statements.) 

It is because of our local offices 
that we can support a forest cam- 
paign without a specialized cam- 
paigner, just as we ran a cam- 
paign against French nuclear test- 
ing without a designated nuclear 
disarmament campaigner. Get- 
ting away from specialization is a 
surprisingly positive side effect 
of having to cut our budget. 

When we talked with Mike 
Roselle about our forest work a 
couple of months ago, we offered 
a lot more than "signing on let- 
ters." We offered the full coopera- 
tion of our Public Outreach Divi- 
sion and the whole canvass, which 
is who helped bring you the de- 
feat of the Baucus-Burns Bill in 
1992. Our local offices are ready, 
willing and eager to do forest 
work. W hat we A id—faty-ttr- 
Roselle was 



ignorance, wants the CRC to go 
through with this solutions-min- 
ing process so that the company 
will put up three million dollars 
to eventually build a plant ca- 
pable of processing this waste 
before it enters the lake. The prob- 
lem with this picture is that the 
plant will have to operate per- 
petually, meaning forever. 

The MDNR has yet, since its 
inception, to come up with a 
decent ten-year forest plan and 
no one believes that they can do 
a five hundred year plan ad- 
equately. Now I know you're all 
thinking this guy is crazy, who in 
their right mind would dump 15 
billion gallons of sulfuric acid in 
the ground five miles from Lake 
Superior. Well actually the plan 
was thought up by the MDNR. 
The state is not requiring an EIS 
nor even an EA. They are going 
only on a report prepared by the 
company. The MDNR is about to 
release its permit to the company 
and thirty days after that the 
CRC can begin its operation. As 
of today, January 2, the permit is 
not out however it is "coming 
out any day" according to Steve 
Casey of the MDNR in the Sur- 
face Water Quality Division, 1990 
US 41 South, Marquette, MI 
49855; phone (906) 228-6561. 

Please, please, please — Every- 
one in the nation, call and write 
these people and tell them of 
your anger and utter disgust at 
these mad plans to go through 
with this. I have personally gone 


Dear Earth First! 

Mike Roselle took alot of rather 
gratuitous swipes at Greenpeace 
in your Yuletide issue. While some 
of what he writes may be valid, I 
thought that before we could be- 
gin a useful discussion or debate, 
I needed to correct some of the 
grosser distortions. 

First, I agree with Roselle's point 
about moving people out of DC. 
Greenpeace does not believe po- 
litical or environmental change 
will happen from inside the 
Beltway. Thus we have been con- 
sistently moving our program 
staff out of DC and into other 
regions of the country and cre- 
ated a Public Outreach Division 
to encourage the canvass to move 
into more program and campaign 
work. 

In fact there are 80 people left 
in the DC headquarters, not 210 
as Roselle claims. The total num- 
ber of Greenpeace employees in 
the US is currently around 450, 
not 1200. (I'm not sure what list 
Roselle might have, but it's clearly 
outdated.) Only one fifth of our 
campaign staff is still in DC. and 
we are about to hire campaigner/ 
organizers in each of our local 
offices — to help build our con- 
nections with grassroots groups. 
This despite all the cuts we have 
had to make i n the past four years. 

We consider our local offices 
and our canvass to be an integral 
part of our "program work", 
which means our expenditure for 
campaigns in 1 994 was twice what 


/t hat we look to Earth First!, th e 1 

f Affiance fo r thpWilri Rnrkipc anri 
others to lead on this issu e. I never 
thought I would hear Mike Roselle 
^complain about a national group 
looking to local grassroots orga- 


While I admire Roselle's com- 
mitment to forest work, I can't 
accept his dismissal of 
Greenpeace's campaign to pre- 
serve the fisheries as "fuzzy". The 
forest movement made mistakes 
early on in alienating itself from 
the loggers and allowing the log- 
ging corporations to pretend to a 
common cause with the people 
and communities who made a 
living logging. We have avoided 
that mistake in out fisheries work, 
organizing with fishing families 
and communities to defeat the 
large factory trawling corpora- 
tions. Backed up by traditional 
Greenpeace direct action, this 
strategy has worked! 

In sum, I might agree with some 
of Mike Roselle's sentiments, but 
not his facts. 1 think it is time we 
moved beyond back biting. Get a 
sense of humor, and get a sense 
of proportion. If we worked to- 
gether rather than sniping at each 
other, we might actually turn 
some things around out there in 
the world. 

'^—Barbara Dudley 
Executive Director 
Greenpeace U S/ 

[Mike Roselle will respond in 
next month's Man Without a 
Bioregion. — LH] 
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C,le«r as cut a(ass 

3r 

^ust as dAngerous 


enDeaoDe 


The warrior left his 
life behind, tonight he 
would run no more 

The machine was heard 
before it was seen, the 
darkness enveloped all 

Her heart singing with 
mind cleor the warrior 
attacked 

0 headlight breaks, valves 
broken green fire 
channeled to the heart 
of the beast 

In a fit of rage that only 
greed con drive the 
machine responds 

The battle is short but 
pure, the mochine 
halted if only for 
a moment 

Os the mochine sinks 
its talons into 
the shoulders of the 
warrior it seethes with 
onger, fear 

The warrior watches as 
his life blood falls to 
Mother Gorth and laughs 
as her bond rips out another 
handful of wiring 

Before the green fire 
returns to the Garth the 
warrior spits in the 
unblinking mechanical 
eye of the machine 
knowing that the battle 
has been won. 



- „ . f" v 
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This dream kept me awake until Oawn. 

I walked with circus angels on a 
Perfect evening, for no moon shone. 

My wrench banging, tearing, calculating. 
Grooving. 

The colours bright in shadows, the yellow 
Beast’s blood flowed black. 

My face smiling when withdrawing from 
The attock. 

My knuckles battered and bruised, my soul 
Soaring full and true. 

This dream kept me awoke until dawn. 

Ofter washing, laughing, mending I shall sleep, 
find in my new dreams I will hear the 
Monster operators howl at the dawn. 

When the diesels seize and the monsters wheeze 
find I know their doy is done. 


Sukie S. Lawrence 
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find out of the darkness 
another warrior emerges, 
battle has been won but 
the war is just beginning 


for the 


Shadowwolf 


fin offering of flesh 
to the Garth 

f ood 

Gaten by Gagle 

or Buzzard 

Shit out 
to become soil 
to feed plants 
To be eaten by 
deer and rabbits 

and again to 
feed plants 
find eaten by 
Puma 

and shit out 
find dying and 
feeding the worms 
who feed the 
Blue Jays and Lizards 
who die and feed 
more worms 
or eaten by 
Coyote 
and shit out 
to become 

Soil 

Chris Wilhite 


Cbainsaw (Dassacre 

South of Coos Bay and naked cold 
I slipped into the foggy evening ocean 
a great pool of blue-grey sadness. 

On the bock of her tongue, she 
was rolling the bodies of oncient trees cut, 
and floated down rivers; They made a break 
for it — and ended up skeletons on 
this deodwood shore. 

Now in California i gape at the standing Redwoods 
i creep like d bug through the ferns at their feet 
i hog a Great Grandmother and feel the Gorth 
guake beneath me as a logging truck 
ruMMMbles through the forest carrying 
bodies: a hearse... 

Ooes it help if my teors splash into 
your rough-red jagged-edged bark? 

The ocean hos been crying salt for you 
all these years, 

but OOP teors? Have they come too late? 


Susan McCompbell Ring 



SOR Zfie RRCDRDICCOS 

We’ve noticed how 
you’ve come up as far as Kansas 
curled in maimed half moons by the road. 
What do you do that for? 

Won’t the bobcat still peel you 
slick as obalone? 

Won’t you still surprise us 
like a walking rock 

or shock os as you bolt from ditches, 
running like we never knew you could? 

Go ahead and butt your snout into 
those bugs for now. 

Go ahead and make your little 
feet rattle through burrs and thistles 
while your body floats like 
the moon above them. 

But what did you come here for? 

To have some farm girl fling 
you wounded from a bridge 
on the Cimarron, 
thinking that she is doing 
you a favor, 
thinking that you 
are some kind of half-assed 
nightmare turtle? 

Some folks soy you taste like rabbit. 
Others soy you carry leprosy, 
but most of us just glimpse 
o bubble and ears poking up 
from the asphalt 
and drive on. 

Greg Keeler 

from Cpipbany at Goof p’s Gas 


Send Poems to: 

Warrior Poets Society 
RSUC Box 361 
Berhely, CR 94720-4510 

all rights reserved to the authors 
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THE 

HUMANURE 

HANDBOOK: 

a guide to composting human manure 

by J. C. Jenkins 


Reviewed by Dean Campbell 

...[Nfobody gives a damn about humanure. The last 
thing anyone wants to think about is a turd, especially 
their own. 

— foe Jenkins 

"Why the hell am 1 bothering with this?" is a 
running theme in the Humanure Handbook. The 
author has a clear sense that, of our society's many 
dysfunctions, our methods of crap disposal will 
probably be the last to go. We'll give up our televi- 
sion, our three-bedroom suburban house and our 
children. But the gloriously convenient, water guz- 
zling, river fouling, nutrient wasting flush toilet is 
what makes us men. It's what separates us from 
lower forms of poop producers. 

This is a fundamentally radical book. While on 
the one hand Jenkins addresses the specific and 
vital issues related to humanure and nutrient recy- 
cling, he also maps out a path to bioregional 
sustainability. Think of it as an eco-Luddite 
anarchist's potty training manual. His design is 
simple, cheap and effective. Moreover, his research 
on microbial pathogens is thorough. He devotes an 
entire chapter to safety, but if you don't trust his 
science just remember that he has been composting 
humanure for 15 years, using it on his family's 
vegetable garden, and never once gotten ill from it. 

Here is a summary of his design. At the heart of 
the system is a five gallon pickle bucket and a 
compost pile. Basically, you relieve yourself in the 
bucket and cover it with saw dust. Since its odorless, 
he recommends it be placed indoors. Then when 
it's full, you dump it into your compost heap and 
cover that with straw. When that pile grows too big, 
start another one and let the old one sit for a year. 
Then chuck that shit on your garden and feast 
heartily on the summer's bounty. 

The crucial element in this low-tech method is 
heat. The heat of course comes from harmless 
thermophilic bacteria that thrive in the proper 
conditions while killing off all pathogens in the 
compost pile. If you are interested in making 
humanure for your vegetable garden, this book will 
help ensure proper conditions. 

Joe Jenkins' book probably won't knock Mr. 
Limbaugh off the best seller list (except perhaps by 
a clerical mistake due to overlapping subject mat- 
ter). No, this excellent work was written by and for 
crazy people. It's for those who lack common sense, 
who ask too damn many questions (e.g. "where's 
that little turd gonna end up, anyway?") and who 
are just plain uncouth enough to want to muck 
about with their own excreta. 

See ad on next page for ordering information. 


REVI EWS 


SOUTHBOUND a film by Doug Hawes-Davis 


l 

Reviewed by James Barnes 

"Chip mills make for healthier forests." — Bill Moody, 
Alabama State Forester 1970-1993. 

For those of you unacquainted with Doug Hawes- 
Davis' work ( The Element of Doom and Green Rolling 
Hills), his new documentary 
would be a good place to start. 

Southbound examines the pulp 
and paper industry's move into 
the recovering hardwood for- 
ests of the Southeastern US. 

Hawes-Davis' technique in- 
volves the use of extensive in- 
terviews with people involved 
on all sides of the issue — in this 
case, hardwood chipping. Short 
clips from each interview are 
mixed in order to address a 
particular question — conver- 
sion of native hardwoods to 
monocrop softwood planta- 
tions, for instance — and to jux- 
tapose opposing viewpoints. 

In Southbound we see the 
pain in the faces of local people 
who perceive their future being ground up and spat 
out along with the forests. The screaming of ma- 
chinery and the pan shots of waste and devastation 
are presented as a backdrop to the nauseating lies of 
gray-faced bureaucrats. One of the most moving 
interviews in the video features an old man whose 
daughter came home from Colorado and went out 
with her father to the old swimming hole to find it 
was completely filled up with sand and gravel, the 
result of massive clearcutting, road building and log 
skidding in the hills above the creek. The old fellow 
says his daughter cried. 

The most repulsive interviews the viewer must 
endure are with such worthies as a Tennessee Valley 
Authority functionary who regards the operation of 
the free market as an inevitable (and profitable) 
force. Most appallingly, Alabama's recently retired 
state forester and winner of the fossil-frontal lobed, 
nuke-the-forests-for-Jesus-and-Capital, Timber Beast 
of the Year award, Bill Moody explains, "Why, if it 
weren't for all them monocrop plantations, we 
wouldn't have all them endangered species — they'd 
be gone!" Doug delights in exposing the clammy, 
shrunken souls of bureaucrats and letting them 
hoist themselves by their own petards. If you enjoy 
inflicting pain on yourself, this video's for you. 

Perhaps the most interesting and articulate inter- 
view is with a man who runs a small hardwood 
sawmill and who understands precisely the conse- 
quences of stripping out the forests for the interna- 
tional pulp market and the loss of labor-intensive 


work in the furniture and cabinetry industries in the 
Southeast. 

The forest products industry in this country has a 
vision of a 100-year continental rotation. At the 
beginning of this century the East was finished off 
and the destruction of the Pacific Northwest began 


in earnest. Now, on the eve of a new century, the old 
growth in the Northwest is essentially gone, and the 
hardwoods of the East have regrown. The vision of 
economic sustainability offered by the industry 
back East will actually only sustain for 20 to 30 years 
before they've finished everything off (at a rate of 
200 square miles of forest land every three years per 
mill). Most of the people affected by the coming of 
the chip mills see this and oppose them (except 
their cheerleaders in the industry associations and 
bureaucracies). 

The reaction of people in the Southeast is cer- 
tainly a contrast to the people of Apple Grove, WV, 
featured in the earlier companion video Green 
Rolling Hills. In this film the people seemed so 
bowed by the weight of poverty and industrial 
ideology that has filled up the Ohio valley that 
they cannot imagine a future not filled with stink- 
ing smoke and denuded hills. In the southeast the 
people are clearly against the mills, although their 
managerial class is, as always, in the pockets of 
wealth and power. The difference is telling: the 
ordinary folks speak of family, community, beauty. 
The managers talk about the market, products, 
attractive resources and volumes. Southbound makes 
it evident that the former view must prevail if the 
Eastern forests are not to be destroyed. 

Check out this video, available from Ecology 
Center Productions, 1519 Cooper St., Missoula, MT 
59802 (406) 728-5733. 



Chip mills are trashing the South 


f 




Nonviolence and the media: 

calling for your stories 
of success and failure 

I am writing a book to be used by activists who are trying to 
promote nonviolence. What have you done to publicize an 
action, a speech, a demonstration, the very philosophy of 
nonviolence? Please send your stories - from a few sentences to 
a few pages - and I will incorporate them into this project. I will 
credit all sources except those who request anonymity. A share 
of all book sales will go to nonviolent resistance groups. Write 
please: 

If I had a pen project, 12833E STH13. Maple, W1 54854 715/ 
364-8533 jj 


‘Voices from the forest 



T opics: The Forest Service; Organizing to 
Win; Private Forestry.; Winners and Losers 
from Logging our National Forests; Direct 
Action; Alternative Energy; Closing Illegal 
Forest Roads; Philosophy and Environmen- 
talism; many more... 

Speakers: Joe Glisson.Richard Langdon, 
Andy Mahler, Gwen Marshall, Jim Reh, 
Simon Overbey, Chris Schimmooller, Jan 
Wilder-Thomas, Gary Wolf, more coming 
soon (please ask)... 

•Voices from tiie forest is a business 
member of the Heart wood Coalition 



Please contact Devin for speaker fees, additional information, or to set a date for a 
presentation at: PO Box 7653, Columbia, MO 65205-7653 


314/443—6832 (fax & phone) devin@igc . ape .org 
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Second Annual 

Appliance Bash 

The madness driven by the gleeful whirl, hum, and flash of many, many 
appliances as they suck down the power of rivers and dash what is left of the 
region's salmon runs is once again reaching critical mass. It is high time to start 
smashing. 

Tentatively set for early March in Eugene, Oregon, will be the second annual 
Appliance Bash. Appliances or anything else that plugs in will be auctioned off, 
with the smashing going to the highest bidder. Implements of destruction will 
be provided and proceeds will 100 percent benefit direct action efforts in the 
defense of the wild salmon. 

We need donations of all your appliances, your friend's appliances, and 
especially sought after are appliances belonging to Larry Craig, Mark Hatfield 
and Slade Gorton. They can be dropped off at the Student Insurgent office (ERB 
Memorial Union, Uni- 
versity of Oregon) or 
call (541) 942-8589. 

Salmon are the most 
beautiful, mysterious, 
and powerful critters to 
ever grace our planet. 

For centuries they have 
been the life and blood 
of our region, shaping 
its culture, economy, 
and religion. We can- 
not stand idle as they 
die. Donate ! and stay 
tuned for further infor- 
mation. 


Internationa] Day of Action to 
Protest Police Brutality 



Roadshow for the Roadless 


What blizzard? You really don't think that a few feet of snow, some below- 
zero temperatures, and a nasty touch of the flu can stop the eastward passage 
of Robert Hoyt and your Uncle Ramon, do you? 

You DO?? Well, we're tougher than you think, then, and so is Claude, the most 
travelled otherly-abled cat in America. Robert will be playing music and Uncle 
Ramon will be rappin about everyone's favorite timber sales, Cove/Mallard. So, 
get out your mucklucks, 'cause we're coming soon to a burg near you. 


February-March Tour Dates 

1 Cleveland, OH Stephanie Penn (216) 397-9295 

College of Wooster Matt Ziegler (216) 287-3951 
Kenyon College Anna Malone (614) 427-6423 
Susan Hiker (614) 594-6400 

University of Pittsburgh Matt Peters (412) 268-7187 
University of PA — Indiana Karen Tuerk (412) 349-5936 
Jan Snyder (814) 861-3160 
12/13 Shippensburg, PA Shippensburg University Becky Fetters (717) 532-9261 
14-19 Washington DC/Baltimore, MD Dianne Gabel (301) 277-6822 
20-27 New York City area 
Feb. 28-March 6 Boston, MA 

March 7-March 15 New England and New York State 


3 

4 

5 

9 

10 
11 


Wooster, OH? 
Gamblier, OH 
Athens, OH 
Pittsburgh, PA 
Indiana, PA 
State College, PA 


Contact the local organizers for details or last minute changes. 

For more information and/or to get involved in organizing these events, call 
Tony or Bobby at (406) 549-3978. 

Hey Lowbagger — Want a job? 

The Earth First! Journal is looking for new staff mem- 
bers. Quiet, dilligent and extremely perspicacious 
activists willing to live in a chicken coop are encour- 
aged to apply. Don't delay, do it today! 


Police departments are waging a violent campaign of 
intimidation against the citizens of our country. This 
oppression is growing in all areas of the nation. FOOD 
NOT BOMBS has announced an International Day of 
Protest Sunday, March 3, 1996, on the fifth anniversary 
of the Rodney King beating. For more information con- 
tact FOOD NOT BOMBS at (800) 884-1136. 


THE 

H • U • M • A • N 


• U • R • E 



HANDBOOK 

A GUIDE TO COMPOSTING HUMAN MANURE 

1995 by J. C Jenkins 

198 pages, paperbound, indexed, illustrated. 

How to recycle human feces and 
urine, or humanure, without the 
need for money, chemicals, tech- 
nology, odors, or environmental 
pollution. 

k A moving book.** “The ultimate in bathroom 
reading.** “A lot of s~t** “After reading this 
bookyou*ll never flush a toilet with indiffer- 
ence again.” “Anyone who cares about the 
earth and wants to stop being part of our 
modem throw-away society should read this 
book.” “A dangerous piece of writing.” 
“One of the most amazing and informa- 
tive (and useful) books we have seen.” 
“A good read for anyone ready to 
entertain the possibility of more 
fully integrating him or herself into 
the ecosystem.” “Witty and engaging.” 
“Passionate, cogently reasoned, humor- 
ous, frequently irreverent” “One of the 
most serious and humorous, well 
researched yet humble, and motivating 
works I have read.” “A sh— ty book.” 
S18.00 PPD; ORDER FROM: JENKINS 
PUBLISHING, DEPT. EF, PO BOX 607, 
GROVE CITY, PA 16127 USA 



H@GR@G 


Due to homesteading preparations 
for winter and an overwhelming sched- 
ule, the Hag Rag will be hot off the 
press by the end of January. Please 
send $1-2 for postage if you'd like a 
copy. Thanx for your patience and 
Rage On! 

Billi Barker, PO Box 183, Harmony 
ME 04942. 


{^Tradition Bond <[9 

AMERICAN-MADE 
TREE-FREE PAPER 

10% Hemp/10% Esparto Grass/ 60 % Agricultural 
By-Product/20% Post-Consumer 

Byusingthis paper you become a participant in the solution to cutting 
the forests for pulp « paper. And. you are helping solve the problem 
of 1 .5 billion tons of agricultural waste that’s taxing our landfills. 

Save the Forests! Demand Tree-Free Paper! 

A QUALITY AND EARTH-FRIENDLY PRODUCT 

Milled in the United States for use In photocopiers & laserprlnters. 
Call us for your paper needs. Wholesale orders welcome. 

1 - 800 - 309-2974 

"A New Product for a New Era" 

Tradition Bond “ Non wood Paper Products 
1430 Willamette SL *367. Eugene. OR 97401 
Phone: 503/342-2974 Fax: 503/687-7744 



CAGED 



Information on the Animal 
Liberation and Earth 
Liberation Movement. Each 
issue packed with actions, 
strategies, tactics, security 
tips, information on animal 
abusers and Earth rapers, 
as well as what YOU can do 
to make a difference. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS: 

One year sub (4 Issues) $16 - Sample Issue $5 
To order, send money-orders, cash and stamps, 
or to submit articles, actions and graphics write to: 

Caged Rage, P0 Box 11541, Eugene, OR 97440 


LET IT ALL OUT 


WANTED: 

FUNDRAISING/COMMUNITY OUT- 
REACH CANVASS DIRECTOR 

Help protect endangered species and wild 
places of the Southwest! Fundraiser/ Comm u- 
nity Outreach Canvass Director position 
available with Southwest's leading biodiversity 
advocacy non-profit environmental group, the 
Southwest Center for Biological Diversity. 
Applicants should have excellent communica- 
tion and administrative skills. Previous can- 
vassing administration a must. Pay negotiable 
dependent on experience. Please send letter of 
interest, resume, and three references to: 
Southwest Center for Biological Diversity PO 
Box 17839 Tucson, Arizona 85731 (Attn.: 

Stephanie Buffum). 
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NCEMENTS 


Logs, Lies, 
& 

Videotape 

Hot new video on Logging 
Without Laws designed for 
mass distribution! 


Filmed in Montana, Idaho, Oregon 
and Washington, "Logs, Lies, & Vid- 
eotape" exposes the sham of "salvage" 
logging and underscores civil unrest 
provoked by the "Logging Without 
Laws" rider. An excellent tool for pub- 
lic education, press, and lobbying 
work. 12 minutes long. 

Dirt cheap! $6 for one tape, $3 for 
each additional tape. $2 apiece in bulk 
(10 or more). 

Available from Green Fire Produc- 
tions, POB 11216, Eugene, OR 97440. 
For more information call (503) 274- 
6234; or e-mail grnfire@peak.org. 


Cascadia Forest 
Defenders Winter 
Rendezvous 


Come join our band of happy, ragged 
folks! Celebrate our half-year old 
blockade of F.S. 2408 at Warner Creek 
and get ready to invade the Eugene E- 
Law conference (a few days later). 
Snow is butt-deep; bring appropriate 
clothing and toys (skis, tubes, 
toboggans, etc.). Right now it is a two- 
mile hike, from the point 4x4's must 
turn back, to the encampment; ex- 
pect that to get a bit longer, so this will 
count for credit towards your 
"Hardcore Fool" merit badge. Call CFD 
at (541)343-7305 for information or 
read your last few Journals for direc- 
tions to the Cascadia Free State Sno- 
Party March 1-3. 


Tax ike R ic k (ik en eal ik em) 

One percent of this nation's population controls forty percent of the wealth. 
Each person in this group has one hundred times as much as an "equally- 
created" person in the lower ninety-five percent. In our land of scarcity amidst 
abundance the question becomes one of "Should we cast off the lowest caste or 
require that those who can afford it to bear some weight for those who can't?" 
Cut social security? Slash the NEA? Eliminate student loans, abandon the 
environment? Bullshit. TAX THE RICH. 

On February 18, 1996, TAX THE RICH participants across the U.S. will cover 
their neighborhoods with posters advocating the TAX THE RICH concept . We 
need shrewd eyes and steady hands. We need churning minds, persuasive 
whisperers and fresh legs. 

To register for postering and receive a free TAX THE RICH poster, send a SASE 
to POB 8090, Middletown, CT 06457. If you can spare it, please include $5 to 
cover office and administrative costs. (Make checks payable to TAX THE RICH; 
donation is optional and is not tax-deductible). 

To learn more about the TAX THE RICH Nationwide Saturation Postering 
Campaign, send mail to above address, e-mail ttr@webcom.com, or visit http:/ 
/www.webcom.com/~ttr. 

The “Not Playing By Your Rules Any- 
more” Tour with Robert Hoyt 

Southeastern singer/songwriter/activist Robert Hoyt will be returning to the 
West with his songs of eco-inspiration from April through July. Dates are 
available for community activities, campus concerts, benefits, Earth Week 
events, etc. Call now and get Robert to come on by your way! 

If the date for your event has already been set, call soon while Robert's 
schedule is still flexible. For booking call Folk-the-Boat at (404) 373-8289. 
Robert's music can be found on page 37. 


Warner Creek 
Bumperstickers! 


SAVE WARNER CREEK 




NOTONE BUCK STICK! 


Be the First on Your Block to Own 
these Genuine Vinyl Yellow-on-Black 
(and Black-on-Yellow) Stickers 
Just Send $2 to: 

Southern Willamette Earth First! 

POB 10384 Eugene. OR 97440 


Subscribe 

to the 

Earth First! Journal 


v-K 

- \ , 
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WREF! will be conducting 
an intensive backcountry cam- 
paign at Cove/Mallard this 
summer. If you thought Cove/ 
Mallard was isolated, the area 
we'll be operating in makes 
base camp look like Missoula. 

And guess what? We need 
your support! Donations of 
money, backcountry gear and 
food; Anything else that seems 
useful will make the differ- 
ence between success and to- 
tal devastation. 

Yeah, we're begging, but 
we're not proud. This is a damn 
good cause, and if we fail here, 
Cove/Mallard is lost. Your sup- 
port really can make the dif- 
ference. 

Wild Rockies Earth First! PO 
Box 9286 Missoula, MT 59807 

There is hope... but 
not for us. 


LIVE WITH FRIENDS 
AS NEIGHBORS 

IN A RURAL CO-HOUSING COMMUNITY 

• 100 acres near Moab with creek fit springs 

• Private and common land ownership 

• Environmental & Social sustainability 

• Consensus Decisions 

- seeking members - Box 1171 Moab Utah B4S32 



the monthly 

of the nfuJuttf S 
youth emwimmmemtmi 
mowemmt 


Provides up-to-date news 8c in-depth discussion from 
the environmental 8c social justice movements. 
Regular features include: 

• Analysis on environmental issues, strategies, & tactics; 
• Organizing advice, resources, and contacts; 

• The latest on student activism. 

Subscriptions arc $20/ycar. For information, contact; 
SEAC • P.O. Box 1168 • Chapel Hill, NC 27514-1168 
919-967-4600 • 800-700-SEAC • seac@igc.apc.org 


A Residential Training in 

Applied Deep Ecology 




Faculty include: 

Joanna Macy, John Seed, John Ryan, 

Elizabeth Roberts, Bill Devall, Alan AtKisson, 

Jon Young, Stephanie Kaz a, Chet Bowers, 

Libby Roderick, Vivienne Hull, Mutombo Mpanya, 
Fran Macy, Fritz Hull, Ken Otter, Elias Amidon, 
David Abram, Charlie Murphy, Nina Wise 

July 19 - 28, 1996 

Chinook Learning Center, Whidbey Island, WA 

• Expand your role as a catalyst for social change 

• Explore the root causes of the environmental crisis 

• Translate ecological principles into effective action 

• Reawaken your connection with the natural world 

• Employ body, mind and spirit in healing for the earth 

For a brochure, call or write: 

THE INSTITUTE FOR DEEP ECOLOGY 
P.O. Box 1050, Occidental, CA 95465 • (707) 874-2347 
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Thank You for Shopping 


All proceeds from these goodies go directly to supporting the Earth First! Journal. By purchasing music and books you are also 
supporting activists as most of the musicians and authors are active in the fight to save the wild. 


T-Shirts 

All t-shirt designs are available in medium, large 
and extra large; for XX large add an additional $3 

No Fucking Compromise 

White on Black — $12 

Free the Earth 

Multi-color on Turquoise — $12 

A Higher Law: 

Unbroken Wilderness Forever 

Multi-color on Unbleached — $12 

Visualize Direct Action 

Black and White on Unbleached — $10 

Earth First Tools 

Black on Unbleached — $10 


Books 

Earth First! Songbook 

Carolling lyrics the whole family will love!!! 

77 songs/33 artists/guitar chords/info — $10 

ECODEFENSE: A Field Guide to 
Monkeywrenching 

By Dave Fouwfit? win Biu Haywood 

revised, expanded Third Edition, 

Ned Ludd Books, 350 pages— $18 

The Monkey Wrench Gang 

By Edward Abbey 

Join Bonnie, Doc, Seldom and Hayduke on an epic 
monkeywrenching adventure. A must-read for any up 
and coming Earth First! er. Fiction, 387 pages — $6 

A Sand County Almanac 

By A Ido Leopold 

Absolutely the best book ever written. Buy a copy 
for your mom and one for Uncle Bob. 

Special Commemorative Edition, 295 pages — $9 

If An Agent Knocks 

Straightforward information about how to handle a 
visit from those pesky FBI agents. 

In Spanish and English, 15 pages — $1 



Don't be a Punkinhead! Buy an EF! T-shirt. 


Earth First! Fist 

Green Fist on Unbleached — $10 
Black on Kelly Green or Red — $12 
Multi-color on Black or Forest Green — $13.50 


Timber Wars and Other Writings 

By Judi Bari 

Judi's collection of essays describes life in defense 
of the forest and opposing logging of old- growth 
redwoods in northern California. 89 pages— $12 

Waste of the West: 

Public Lands Ranching 

By Lynn Jacobs 

This monster of a book tells you everything you ever 
wanted to know about cows in the West. Contact list, 
statistics, 500-item bibliography, index, over 1000 
illustrations ( photos , cartoons, graphics, charts, 
maps), large coffee table edition, 602 pages — $28 

Wilderness on the Rocks 

By Howie Wolke 

Wolke argues with logic and passion that our 
undeveloped public lands are wilderness on the 
rocks — scenic areas that lack ecological integrity 
and do not provide the necessary habitat for 
species survival. Tables, black and white photos, 
bibliography. Ned Ludd Books, 240 pages — $15 


Bumper 

Stickers 

(Buy these, OK, but like, please don’t drive a car.) 

$1 each, except as marked 

•AMERICAN WILDERNESS: 

LOVE IT OR LEAVE IT ALONE 
•ANOTHER MORMON ON DRUGS 
•BOYCOTT COORS 
•COPULATE DON’T POPULATE 
•DAMN THE CORPS, NOT RIVERS 
•DARWIN ( words inside fish w/ legs) 

•DESERT RAPER (RED) 

•DEVELOPERS GO BUILD IN HELL 
•DON’T LIKE ENVIRONMENTALISTS? 

PUT THEM OUT OF WORK 
•DREAM BACK THE BISON, 

SING BACK THE SWAN 
•EARTH FIRST! 

•ESCHEW SURPLUSAGE 
•FIGHT THE POWER! 

•HAYDUKE LIVES! 

•HUNT COWS, NOT WOLVES 
•HUNTERS DID A COW GET YOUR ELK? 

•I’D RATHER BE MONKEYWRENCHING 
•I’LL TAKE MY BEEF POACHED 
•LOVE YOUR MOTHER, 

DON'T BECOME A FATHER 
•LOVE YOUR MOTHER, DON’T BECOME ONE 
•NATIVE (w/ blue and green earth graphic) 

•NATURE BATS LAST 

•NOT POLITICALLY CORRECT 

•OIL AND BEARS DON’T MIX 

•PAY YOUR RENT, WORK FOR THE EARTH 

•QUESTION TECHNOLOGY 

•REAL MEN-DON’T SHOOT WOLVES 

•REAL MEN-GET VASECTOMIES 

•RESCUE THE RAINFOREST 

•RESIST MUCH, OBEY LITTLE 

•SAVE THE DAMMED SALMON 

•SAVE THE YELLOWSTONE GRIZZLY 

•SAVE THE WILD 

•STOP CLEARCUTTING 

•STOP CLEARCUTTING 

(on cheap paper § .50 ea) 

•STOP PUBLIC LANDS RANCHING 
•STOP THE FOREST SERVICE, 

SAVE OUR WILD COUNTRY 
•SUBVERT THE DOMINANT PARADIGM 
•THANK YOU FOR NOT BREEDING. ! 

•THINK GLOBALLY, ACT LOCALLY ! 

•VISUALIZE INDUSTRIAL COLLAPSE j 

•WOLVES, NOT COWS 


BACK ISSUES 

Learn your history and you 
won't be condemned to 
repeating its mistakes. Or just 
have some good reading for the 
shitter. Back issues are only $2 
for '90s editions and $3 for the 
rare '80s editions. Get 'em now! 


More Stuff You Need 

Earth First! Fist Caps (cotton, adjustable) $10 
Tan • Brown Forest Camo • Green Forest Camo • Desert Camo 

Earth First! Fist Patch $2.50 

Rubber Stamps (1 1/2” X 2” wood block) Earth First! Fist • Earth First! Tools $5 

Silent Agitators (l 1/8” round) 30/$1.50 
Earth First! Fist • Earth First! Tools • No Deal, Assholes 

Window Stickers (3” round) Earth First! Fist 4/$l • No Cows 6/$l 

Free Tabloids!!! 

EF! Primer • EF! Trinkets and Snake Oil • Headwaters Forest • Kids for Konservation 
War On The Bear • Voluntary Human Extinction • Bitchin ’ Times 
NEW • Western Shoshone Defense Project • NEW • Predators • NEW 
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Austin Lounge Lizards 

Witty, intelligent, country-western parody, Lizard 
songs poke fun at everything worth poking fun at. 

“Creatures From the Black Saloon” 

“Highway Cafe of the Damned” 

“Paint Me on Velvet” 

“Lizard Vision” •LIVE* 

Tapes — $10 • CD — $15 

Darryl Cherney 

Earth First! organizer, songwriter and performer, 
Darryl is an Earth First! living legend. 

“Timber” Tape — $12 

“I Had to be Born This Century” — $ 12 

Alice DiMicele 

One of Oregon’s most talented musicians. Alice 
celebrates love and life with her powerful voice. 
“Naked” Tape— $12 • CD— $15 
“Make a Change” Tape — $12 
“It’s a Miracle” Tape— $12 • CD— $15 
“Too Controversial” Tape — $12 • CD — $15 
“Searching” Tape — $12* CD — $15 

EXIT-13 

A green, psychedelic GRIND band from 
Pennsylvania that advocates monkeywrenching, 
vegetarianism and hemp legalization. They have a 
cut on “ETHOS MUSIC” entitled “Earth First!” 
and a page in the liner notes dedicated to EF! 
“Don’t Spare the Green Love” 

“Ethos Music” CDs — only $10 

Robert Hoyt 

With his southern folk sound, biting lyrics and 
virtuoso guitar mastery, Robert is a favorite at 
rendezvous campfires and coffee shops. 

“Dumpster Diving Across America” 

Tape— $12* CD— $15 

“As American As You” Tape — $12 


Greg Keeler 

Marvelous country-folk satire. Greg Keeler’s wit 
must be heard to be fully appreciated and 
laughed at. 

“Songs of Fishing, Sheep 
and Guns in Montana” Tape — $10 
“Talking Sweet Bye & Bye” Tape — $10 
“Bad Science Fiction” Tape — $10 
“Post-Modern Blues” Tape — $10 
“Enquiring Minds” Tape — $10 

Dana Lyons 

Dana’s soulful voice and strong guitar convey a 
powerful and often humorous message. 

“Turn of the Wrench” Tape — $12 • CD — $15 
“Animal” Tape — $12 
“At Night They Howl at the Moon” 
Environmental songs for kids with John Seed 
Tape— $12* CD— $15 

Bill Oliver 

Texan Bill Oliver sings rollicking Earth First! 
classics that have become favorite sing-alongs. 

“Better Things To Do” — $10 
“Texas Oasis” Tape — $10 

Peg Millett 

A longtime Earth First! activist and convicted 
felonious monkeywrencher, Peg has one of the 
most beautiful voices you’ll ever hear. 

“Clear Horizon” Tape— $12 • CD— $17 
The CD contains all songs from the tape plus 
eleven songs from Gentle Warrior. 

“Gentle Warrior” Tape — $12 

Casey Neill 

With inspiring. Earth-based lyrics and jamming 
guitar, Casey’s a favorite Northwest musician 
and a uncompromising Earth First! activist. 
“Pawprints” Tape — $12 
“riffraff” Tap^$12- CD— $15 


Joanne Rand 

Joanne’s strong and versatile voice climbs and 
dances through her inspirational songs and music. 
“Live” Tape — $12 
“Home” Tape — $12 

“Choosing Sides” Tape — $12* CD — $15 

“The Monkey-Puzzle” CD — $15 

Walkin' Jim Stoltz 

Walkin’ Jim’s deep, powerful voice and wilderness- 

inspired lyrics will launch a howl in your heart. 

“The Vision” Tape — $10 

“A Kid for the Wild” Tape— $10 

“Listen to the Earth” Tape — $10 

“Forever Wild” Tape — $10 

“Spirit Is Still On The Run” Tape — $10 

Lone Wolf Circles 

A magical journey into the wilderness with 
poetry and music. 

“Oikos” Tape — $12* CD — $15 

NEW! 

Ned Mudd 

and his Rustic Band 

Most folks associate Ned Mudd’s music with a 
strange blend of eco-ideology. Fine Time in 
America is neither politically or technologically 
correct. Many of the songs were recorded quasi- 
live in a burned-out warehouse. Ned and his 
Rustic Band are strictly analog. 

“Fine Time In America” Tape — $ 9 

NEW! 

Tree 

Throb and thrash to the rage and passion of Tree. 
Their hardcore version of reality is sure to warp 
yours — for the better. This tape available only in 
the Earth First! Journal. 

“Earth First! Profits Last!” Tape — $12 


Clip and send to: Earth First! Merchandise, PO Box 1415, Eugene, OR 97440 

Earth First! Merchandise Order Form 


| Quantity 


| NAME 

I 

| CITY_ 


Description 


Color Size Price 



STREET 


TOTAL 


STATE ZIP COUNTRY 

Allow 4-5 weeks for delivery. Call us at ( 541 ) 741-9191 if you haven 't received your order. Please use this form for ordering. Thanks! 
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Wrench in the New 
Year with the 

Earth First! 

Calendar 

New Art! New Photos! 
New Anniversaries! 


Special Fire Sale 


$*$6 

(to order a calendar use the form on page 37) 




1996 Calendar 




Work with the southern Rockies’ most exiting crew of greenies. Sinapu is hiring a Habitat Restoration Director and a Canvass Director. 


The Habitat Restoration Director will coordinate legal efforts to end destructive grazing of public lands. S/he will also train and supervise volunteers to monitor and 
intervene against public land abuses. Sinapu is offering the traditional penurious activist wage, and will only hire an individual who can accomplish amazing feats. 
The Canvass Director will hire, train and supervise canvassers throughout Colorado. The pay is better. The Canvass Director will work closely with Sinapu’s Outreach 
Coordinator on political involvement of new members. (We do not accept the PIRG-style canvass!) Please send a letter ASAP to Sinapu, PO Box 3243, Boulder CO 80307. 


A JOURNAL SUBSCRIPTION MAKES A NICE GIFT 


How did you hear of the EF! Journal? 


O $500 Lifetime Subscription 

CD $25 Regular Rate (Third Class Bulk) 

CD $15-20 Low Income/Non-Profit/Library 
CD US $35 Surface Mail, International 

O $ DONATION 


Clip and send to: 

EARTH FIRST! JOURNAL 

Subscriptions, P. O. Box 1415 
Eugene, Oregon 97440 USA 

(541) 741-9191 

CD $35 First Class (US, and all of Canada and Mexico) 

CD $35 Brown Bag (First Class in a plain wrapper) 

CD US $45 Air Mail, International (no foreign checks please) 

CD $45 Corporate or Law Enforcement Rate 


Subscriber Name 

Address 

City State Zip Country 

The Earth First! Journal subscription list is entirely confidential. If you use an alias, make sure that the post office knows that you, or someone, is getting 
mail at your address under that name or it may not be delivered. Additionally, notify us when you change your address and if you don’t want to miss an issue. 


CD 

CD 

TJ 


3b 


•G 

CQ 


J 
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AI A SKA 

Alaska EF! Wally World 

POB 670647, Chugiak, AK 99567 

Mike or Billie 

POB 6197, Sitka, AK 99835 

ARIZONA 

Phoenix EF! 

POB 8795, Phoenix, AZ 85066 
Arizona Wildlands Museum 
POB 24988, Tempe, AZ 85285 
Tucson EF! AZEF! Newsletter 
POB 3412, Tucson, AZ 85722 
CALIFORNIA 
Northcoast EF! 

POB 4796, Areata, CA 95518 
(707) 825-7088 
Redwood Action Team 
Darryl Cherney 

POB 34, Garbervilie, Ecotopia 95542 
(707) 923-DEMO 
Sonoma County EF. 

POB 7544, Santa Rosa, CA 95407 
(707) 523-1229 
Nevada County EF! 

374 Mill St., Grass Valley, CA 95945 
(916) 274-2956 
Bay Area EP 

POB 83, Canyon, CA 94516 

Bay Area EF! Hotline (510) 848-8724 

Wiley Coyote 

POB 74283, Davis, CA 95617 
Davis EF!/FOW-Cascadia 
POB 72291, Davis, CA 95616 
(916) 753-1678 
Santa Cruz EF! 

POB 344, Santa Cruz, CA 95061 
(408) 425-3205 
Orange County EF! 

POB 4960-593, Irvine, CA 92716 
(714) 451-3578 
Los Angeles EP 

POB 4381, N. Hollywood, CA 91617 
(818) 906-6833 
Alluvial EF! 

POB 77027, #102, Pasadena, CA91107 
Mojave EF! 

POB 842, Barstow, CA 92312-0842 
(619) 961-8489 
mojaveef@envirolink.org 
Baja Ecotopia EF! 

POB 33663, San Diego, CA 92163 

COLORADO 

Walkabout 

POB 1166, Boulder, CO 80306 
(303) 943-2354 
San Juan EF! 

POB 3204, Durango, CO 81302 

Michael Lewinski 

2040 16th St., Boulder, CO 80302 

(303) 443-7436 

Wilderness Defense! 

POB 460101, Aurora, CO 80046-0101 

aq328@freenet.uchsc.edu 

Art Goodtimes 

POB 1008, Telluride, CO 81435 
Tim Haugen 
The Wild Ranch Review 
POB 81, Gulnare, CO 81042 
Kirsten Atkins 

POB 592, Crested Butte, CO 81224 
Roaring Fork EF! 

Ill Polo, Glenwood Springs, CO 81601 

FL OR I P A 

Big Bend EF! 

POB 20582, Tallahassee, FL 32316 
(904) 421-1559 
Alachua EF! 

3108 SE 16th Terr, Gainesville, FL 32641 
(904) 375-1454 

GEORGIA 

Students for Environmental Awareness 
205 Memorial Hall, Athens, GA 30609 
(706) 542-8102 

HAWAII 

Christopher Hope-Cowing 
POB 1031, Makawao, HI 96768 
(808) 572-2546 

IDAHO 

Northern Rockies Preservation 
1501 1/2 N. 13th St., Boise, ID 83702 
(208) 345-8077 
Cove/Mallard Coalition 
POB 8968, Moscow, ID 83843 
(208) 882-9755, fax (208) 883-0727 
ILLINOIS 
Chicago EF! 

POB 6424, Evanston, IL 60204 
Red Buffalo EF! 

POB 185, Normal, IL 61761 
Shawnee EF! 

913 S. Illinois, Carbondale, IL 62901 
(618) 549-7387 

IND IA NA 

South Central Indiana EP 
2062 Ridgewood, Madison, IN 47250 
MAINE 
Maine EF! 


POB 183, Harmony, ME 04942 
Solon EF! 

RED 1, Box 6025, Athens, ME 04912 
Wassumkeag EF! 

POB 869, Searsport, ME 04974 

MARYLAND 

Anacostia-Rock Creek EP 

POB 5625, Takoma Park, MD 20913 

(301) 270-0857 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Mass EF! 

POB 708, Littleton, MA 01460-2708 
Martha's Vineyard EF! 

RR 1, Box 381A 

Martha's Vinyard, MA 02568 

Mid-Connecticut River Valley EF! 

POB 35, Montague, MA 01351 

MINNESOTA 

Big Woods EF! 

c/o Arise! Bookstore 

2441 Lyndale South, Mnpls, MN 55405 

Paddlefish 1st! 

c/o Drew Hempel 

1024 Osceola Ave. Apt. B 

St. Paul, MN 55105 

MISSOURI 

Big River EF! 

50 Clarkson Ctr., Suite 493 
Chesterfield, MO 63017 
Ray O McCall 
Rt. 1, Box 89 

Mountain Grove, MO 65711 
Pink Planarians 

POB 7653, Columbia, MO 65205-7653 

(314) 443-6832 

74747.2052@compuserve.com 

Chinquapin Resistance 

POB 3093, St. Louis, MO 63130 

(314) 862-5343 

MONTANA 

Northern Rockies BiodiversityProjcct 
POB 4431, Whitefish, MT 59937 
(406) 862-4945 
Wild Rockies EF! 

POB 9286, Missoula, MT 59807 

(406) 728-5733 (message #) 

Yellowstone ER 

POB 6151, Bozeman, MT 59715 

(406) 585-9211 

NEBRASKA 

Environmental Resource Center 
370 Bordeaux Rd, Chadron, NE 69337 
(308) 432-3458 

NEW IERSEY 

PAW Pinelands/Kittatiny Project 

POB 506, Bloomfield, NJ 07003 

(201) 748-4322 

NEW MEXICO 

Land of Disenchantment EF! 

POB 72295, Albuquerque, NM 87195 
NEW YORK 
Wetlands Preserve 
James Hansen 

161 Hudson St, NY, NY 10013 
(212) 966-5244, fax (212) 925-8715 
Foghorn 

Quadrilateral Commisson 
POB 703, Huntington, NY 11743 
(516) 424-6499 

NORTH CAROLINA 

Katuah EF! 

POB 1485, Asheville, NC 28802 

OHIO 

Cleveland EF! 

POB 14113, Cleveland, OH 44114 
(216) 397-9295 
Ohio Valley EF! 

POB 17, Univ. of Cincinnati 
Cincinnati, OH 45221-1001 
(513) 281-6892 
Oberlin Earth First! 

Wilder Box 76, Oberlin, OH 44074 
Hock-Hocking Watershed EF! 
Whaley Mander 

8 N. Court St. # 307, Athens, OH 45701 
(614) 594-6400 
Piankasha EF! 

7992 Hopper Rd., Cincinatti, OH 45255 

OREGON 
Blue Heron EF! 

Reed Coll. SAO, Portland, OR 97202 
(503) 771-1112x7875 
Central Ecotopia EF! 

427 SW Madison #113, Corvallis, OR 97333 
Southern Willamette EF! 

POB 10384, Eugene, OR 97440 
(541) 343-7305, swef@efn.org 
Kangaroo EF! 

POB 332, Williams ,OR 97544 
Kalmiopsis EF! 

POB 2093, Cave Junction, OR 97523 
(541) 592-3386 

Blue Mts. Biodiversity Project 
HCR 82, Fossil, OR 97830 
PENNSYLVANIA 
Preserve Appalacian Wilderness/ 
Mid-Atlantic Biodiversity Project 


917 Church St., Indiana, PA 15701 
(412) 349-5936 
Allegheny EF! 

POB 81011, Pittsburg, PA 15217 
Antoinette Dwinga 
842 Library Ave., Carnegie, PA 15106 
Scott Thiele 

RD 4, 237-A Elk Lo., Montrose, PA 18801 

TENNESSEE 
Katuah EF! 

Tennessee Valley Faction 
POB 281, Chattanooga, TN 37401 
(615) 624-3939 

TEXAS 
EP Austin 

POB 7292, U Stn., Austin, TX 78713 
(512) 320-0413 
Corpus Christi EF! 

4114 Claudia, Corpus Christi, TX 78418 
(512) 937-6019 
East Texas EF! 

Rt. 1, Box 2120, Point Blank, TX 77364 

UTAH 

Autonomy House 

POB 11015, SLC, UT 84147 

Wild Wasatch Front 

847 W 700 S, Brigham City, UT 84302 

VERMONT 

Two Rivers EF! 

POB 85, Sharon, VT 05065 
Biodiversity Liberation Front 
The ALARM 

J.R., POB 804, Burlington, VT 05402 

VIRGINIA 

Virginia EF! 

Rt. 1, Box 250, Staunton, VA 22401 

(703) 885-6983 

Massive Retaliation 

2129 General Booth Blvd. #253 

Virginia Beach, VA 23454-5872 

(804) 468-3180 

Sherman 

POB 13192, Roanoke, VA 24031-3192 

WASHINGTON 

Jeanette Russell 

Bellingham, WA (360) 647-1680 

Olympic EF! 

112 Umatilla, Port Townsend, WA 98368 
Seattle EF! WA EF! Bulletin 
POB 60164, Seattle, WA 98160 
Cheetwoot EF! ENTMOOT! 

POB 10147, Olympia, WA 98502 
The Collective 

Brooke, 113 Bell, Seattle, WA 98121 

WEST VIRGINIA 

Central Appalachian Biodiversity Project 

Rt. 3, Box 390, Hedgesville, WV 25427 

(304) 754-9161 

WISCONSIN 

Midwest Headwaters Journal 
& Midwest Headwaters Action 
c/o Madison Peace Co-op 
731 State, Madison, WI 53711 
(608) 255-8765 or (608) 241-9426 
Hank Bruse 

235 Travis, Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495 
(715) 423-5636 
North Forests EF! 

POB 725, Oshkosh, WI 54902 
(414) 426-2357 
Purple Earth 

POB 645, Portage, WI 53901 
(608) 742-5415 

t > 

Phone Home 

with 


Affinity 


Long Distance 


Affinity Long Distance service 
guarantees your rates will be 
10% below your current 
charges — even if you have 
Working Assets. Plus, Affinity 
will donate 5% of your bill to 
the Earth First! Journal. What 
a bargain! 

For an application or info, 

write or call the Journal. 

/ 


Give the gift that 
keeps on informing: 
a subscription to the 
Earth First! Journal. 


Earth First! 
Campaigns and 

Kids for Konservation 
Eagle Watch (temporary address) 
c/o EF!J, POB 1415, Eugene, OR 97440 
Ranching Task Force 
POB 5784, Tucson, AZ 85703 
(602) 791-2913 

Sea Defense Alliance (SeDnA) 
POB 67121, Scotts Valley, CA 95067 
Video Warriors/Wise Use Watch 
POB 2182 , Berkeley, CA 94702 
Warrior Poets Society 
ASUC Box 361 
Berkeley, CA 94720-4510 
Earth Liberation Prisoners 
c/o Box 23, 5 High St, Glastonbury 
Somerset, England 


International 

EF! Directory 

AUSTRALIA 

FRANCE 

Rainforest Information Centre 

Resistance verte 

John Seed 

Editions ARS, BP 890 

POB 368, Lismore, NSW 2480 

44022 Nantes Cedex 01 

(066) 21-85-05 

GERMANY 

EF! Australia 

EF! Germany 

Canopy, POB 1738Q GPO, 

Avalon, Friedrich-Ebert-Str. 24 

Melbourne 3001, Victoria 

45127 Essen 

(03) 354-7972, fax (03) 416-2081 

INDIA 

CANADA 

Anand Skaria 

EF! Vancouver 

PB #14, Cochin 682001, Kerala 

1472 Commercial, Box 176 

(009)484-25435 SAVE 

Vancouver, BC V5L 3X9 

Bander Bagicha 

(604) 473-0174 

Near Maurya LokPATNA-800 001 

EF! Prince George 

Bihar, Post Box 229 

Box 1762, Prince George, BC V2L 4V7 

PHILIPPINES 

Boreal Owl 

Ariel Betan, Green Forum 

Box 1053, Kamloops, BC V2C 6H2 

3rd Floor, Liberty Building 

EF! Manitoba 

Pasay Rd., Makati, Metro Manila 

15-222 Osborne St. South 

(2) 816-0986, 851-110, 818-3207 

Winnipeg, Manitoba R3L 1Z3 

Volunteers for Earth Defense 

(204) 453-9052 

189 San Antonio Ext. SFDM 

EF! Toronto 

1105 Quezon City 

PO Box 70, 1576 Queen St. West 

POLAND 

Toronto, Ontario M6R 1A6 

Workshop For All Beings 

(416) 534-5323 

ul. Modrzewskiego 29/3, 

EF! Ottawa 

43-300 Bielsko, Biala 

Box 4612 Station E 

fax: 0048-30-29496 

Ottawa, Ontario K1S 5H8 

RUSSIA 

EF! Montreal 

Rainbow Keepers (10 local groups) 

Diffusion Noire 

POB 14, Nizhni Novgorod 603082 

c/o Librairie Alternative 

(8312) 34-32-80, tretyput@glas.apc.org 

2035 St. Laurent, 2 e etage 

Rainbow Keepers (Moscow) 

Montreal, PQ H2X 2T3 

(095) 954-91-93, rk@glas.apc.org 

DENMARK 

SCOTLAND 

EF! Denmark 

Glasgow EF! 

c/o Troels Floe, 5,th 

POB 180, Glasgow G4 9AB 

43 Absalonsgade, 1658 Copenhagen V 

+44 (0)41 636 1924/339 8009 

(45) 31228241 

fax: +44 (0)41 424 3688 

EIRE 

scotree@gn.apc.org 

An Talamh Glas, c/o Anne, Abbey St 

SLOVAKIA 

Allinrobe, County Mayo 

Earth First! 

ENGLAND 

A. Hlinku 11, 96001 Zvolen 

(Over 60 local groups exist in 

SPAIN 

England; for a list, write to the EF! 

Manuel A. Demandes 

Action Update, POB 7, Cardiff CF2 

Taller de E. A. ACURUXA 

4XX; phone 01222-383363; 

J. B. Xelmirer J, Campus Universitario 

fax 01222-640666; 

1570 S Santiago 

ActionUpdate@gn.apc.org.uk 

phone: 584321, fax: 584533 

London Greenpeace 

SWEDEN 

5 Caledonia Rd., Kings Cross 

Morgan Larsson 

London N1 9DX 

Lagmansgatan 9C 

0171 837 7557 

462 37 Vanersborg 

South Downs EF! 

UKRAINE 

Prior House, 6 Tilbury Place 

Rainbow Keepers (5 local groups) 

Brighton/East Sussex BN2 2GY 

c/o Nadia Shevchenko 

Glushkova 17-22, Kiev, 252187 
(044) 266-93-10, nadia@glas.apc.org 


Projects 

The Boycott Quarterly 
POB 30727, Seattle, WA 98103 
Cascadia Fire Ecology 
Education Project 
POB 3563, Eugene, OR 97403 
Coast Watch 
POB 1811, Rockland, ME 04841 
Cold Mountain, 

Cold Rivers Video Project 
POB 7941, Missoula, MT 59807 
(406) 728-0867 
Direct Action Fund 
POB 210, Canyon, CA 94516 
(510) 376-7329, fax 631-7958 


Support Jailed Activists 


Rod Coronado 
03895000 FCI 
FCI PO Box 23811 
Tucson, AZ 85706 

National Activist Network 
POB 19515 

Sacramento, CA 95819 
(916) 452-7179 

Milton Born with a Tooth 
c/o MEDF, Box 53 
10024-82 Avenue, 
Edmonton, Alberta 
T6E 1Z3 CANADA 


Fund for Wild Nature 

A non-profit, tax-exempt foundation 
which funds research, education and 
literature projects. Funding proposals 
and donations can be sent to: 

Fund for Wild Nature 
PO Box 1657 
Corvallis, OR 97339 
(541) 757-1780 

Whether you're a faithful 

SUBSCRIBER OR A CONTACT CROUP, 
PLEASE (PLEASE!) SEND US YOUR 
CHANGE OF ADDRESS POST HASTE! 
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The Hoxie Griffin timber sale is a unique area 
dominated by old-growth sugar pine, incense ce- 
dar, and Douglas fir, and is an old "Section 318" 
sale released to be cut by the new timber salvage 
rider. Located 16 miles east of Ashland, Oregon, 
the sale area sits at 5,200 feet and is a vital wildlife 
corridor connecting the eastern end of the Siskiyou 
Mountains and the southern tip of the Cascade 
Range. The ancient forests within the Hoxie Grif- 
fin sale are some of the few remaining stands of old 
trees in the area known as Indian Plateau. 

The Croman Corporation is planning to obtain 
2.8 million board feet from the sale, which encom- 
passes 255 acres. The US Fish and Wildlife Service 
(FWS) asked the BLM to reduce the sale volume to 
a third of the original extraction plan because the 
area contained critical habitat for the northern 
spotted owl. 

In an attempt to appear reasonable, the BLM 
ordered that logging occur only when the snow- 
pack was over 21 inches, in order to reduce erosion. 
Despite this, machinery has torn the fragile soils in 
sale unit 10. 

Croman's assault on this land has met opposi- 
tion from the beginning. The Siskiyou Forest 
Defenders have waged a campaign of direct action 
in defense of the ancient trees on Indian plateau. 
On January 24, when Croman began logging, 
activists greeted the loggers in three feet of snow, 
forming a blockade across the road. Workers for 
Croman drove a skidder through the human chain, 
injuring one activist. The ancient trees began 
falling that day. 

Several days later we returned with 50 activists 
prepared to defy the closure the BLM had insti- 
tuted. With two black flags waving, and wearing 
masks, the activists marched toward the first BLM 
blockade. Confident, the officers waited for us, 
their arms crossed. Outnumbering them almost 
10-to-l, the Siskiyou Forest Defenders walked 
right by the stunned law enforcement. We began 
the five-mile journey toward the units as snow 
started falling. The law enforcement drove by us 



Another beautiful winter morning unfolds in the Oregon woods. 


and set up another blockade three miles down the 
road. When we arrived, a BLM officer approached 
us and announced that only five of us could walk 
in to "witness" the cut. We agreed to their plan, 
but before they could react we all walked through 
the second blockade. The snow became a blizzard 
and we went into unit 10 and took over the loader. 
One activist locked to the steering wheel and 15 
others climbed onto it. With some shouting and 
dialogue the head BLM ranger admitted that if the 
BLM could, they would do the sale differently. 
Words of comfort. We decided that we would 
leave only if we could escort the loggers out. 

continued on page 27 


Fear and Loathing on 
the "Repeal the Rider" 
Campaign Trail 

by Justin Time 

Squawk! Repeal the Rider. Squawk! Repeal the 
Rider. Squawk! Repeal the Rider. After parroting the 
repeal line, raising log truck loads of money with 
"look what those horrible Republicans have done 
now" emergency fund appeals and, as usual, firing 
up false hopes among grassroots activists, it's deal- 
making time for Gang Green. 

Sure enough, a substitute Salvage Logging Bill was 
introduced by Washington Senator Patty Murray — 
touted by the big greens (and some ancient forest 
groups) as the equivalent of, if not "better" than, 
full repeal. 

Say what you will about full repeal. I for one, 
thought it a quixotic quest from the outset. But, it 
was a grassroots effort. Green candidate for the US 
Senate from Oregon, Michael Donnelly, got wild 
applause at every rally he spoke to during last 
November's campaign when he stated he would 
introduce such legislation. Wild Rockies activist 
Jennifer Ferenstein from Missoula actually wrote 
the bill and Representative Elizabeth Furse of Or- 
egon introduced it and garnered some 120-plus co- 
sponsors. Save America's Forest convinced Senator 
Bill Bradley of New Jersey to introduce the compan- 
ion legislation in the Senate. 

But when the marching orders came down from 
Green Central and the Pew/Rockefeller funders, 
suddenly Furse/Bradley and grassroots supporters 
were hung out to dry and in a Clinton greenwash 
bait-and-switch, we now have Bradley deferring to 
the Murray bill. 

Murray's amendment went down, 54 to 42, on 
March 14. But not before senator after senator in 
favor of the repeal out-did those opposed when it 
came to championing the cause of "salvage logging 
for forest health." We had the spectacle of Alaska 
Senator Frank Murkowski, backed by industry 

continued on page 32 


Hoedown at Hoxie Griffin 
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Sears Island Chip Port Canned! 

Huge Victory for Maine's Coast and Forests 


by Ron Huber, EF! Coastwatch! 

In a stunning victory for wild Maine, 
the state government threw in the towel 
on a proposed publicly subsidized 
mega-woodchip port on Wassumkeag 
(aka Sears Island) on the shores of 
Penobscot Bay. The port would have 
been used to export up to one million 
tons of chipped Maine woods to hun- 
gry paper mills in Asia and Europe each 
year and would have attracted heavy 
industry and urban sprawl to the lightly 
humanized Penobscot Bay region on 
the Maine midcoast. 

Earth First! waged a long and bitter 
campaign against the project. Armed 
with nothing but truth, smarts, cour- 
age and funds from the EF! Direct Ac- 
tion Fund, EF!ers and a loose coalition 
of grassrooters and eco-yuppies 
thwarted the multi-million dollar pub- 
lic relations and influence-peddling 


blitz of Champion International, 
Bowater, Georgia Pacific and their top- 
gun DC lobbyists as they tried to ram- 
rod the GATT port through. The clos- 
ing scene was Maine's Governor, An- 
gus King, publicly condemning eel- 
grass (the little plant that actually 
brought down the port) and whining 
"The decision was rigged!" into the TV 
cameras as he officially conceded de- 
feat. Yep, Angus, it was rigged, but 
Earth First! UH-rigged it! Wassumkeag 
lives. The nightmare is over. 

Maine EF! direct action inciter par 
excellence Jim Freeman organized a bril- 
liant series of actions that kept the con- 
troversy firmly in the minds of the 
Maine media and public. The relentless 
campaign included occupying 
Wassumkeag Island, storming the head- 
quarters of the Maine Department of 
Transportation (lead booster of the 
project), the creative re-direction of the 


formal public hearings before the Army 
Corps of Engineers last September, pre- 
senting Maine's governor with a brief- 
case full of woodchips (and lots of ad- 
vice!) during his media-saturated air- 
port departure on a drum-up-the-busi- 
ness trip to Japan, and creating a giant 
stump out of wood and cloth and using 
it as a speaker's platform at rallies and 
noisy marches in the towns nearest to 
the awful project. The port's planners 
had to hold their final secret interagency 
meeting in mid-February behind armed 
guard at an air force base in Massachu- 
setts because they feared an invasion by 
Maine Earth First! The vision of uncom- 
promising Maine-iacs descending upon 
their sleazy deliberations was too much 
for the nervous Maine bureaucrats. Not 
that Earth First! would've actually hurt 
anyone, of course. We respect all life, 
even low-lifes like Maine's Commis- 
sioners of Marine Resources and Inland 
Fish & Wildlife! 

Curses! FOIAed Again! 

To keep the agencies honest, we 
FOIAed (Freedom of Information Act) 
the holy bejeezus out of the Corps of 


Engineers, Federal Highway Adminis- 
tration (the state's federal partner in the 
conspiracy), the Environmental Protec- 
tion Agency, the Governor and a slew of 
state agencies at regular intervals, and 
we turned their internal memos, e-mail, 
secret meeting's minutes and other fas- 
cinating stuff into carefully spun grist 
for the media mills. With our FOIA- 
mania the ink was barely dry on a letter 
between the state and the Corps before 
a copy of it was 
winging its 
way to our 
hands and 
thence on 
to selected 
journal- 
ists. 
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Step Hack mill 

Before we began working on this issue of the Journal, most 
of the editorial staff went South for the winter. A couple of 
us, myself included, went as far south as Chiapas, Belize, 
Guatemala and even Cuba. At the risk of promoting eco- 
tourism, I think everyone should travel far away from home 
at least once in their lives. Experiencing another culture will 
change your life, especially if you don't travel in an RV (or 
any vehicle for that matter). The sooner that happens the 
sooner you can truly begin thinking globally; the more you 
travel, the more you'll change; and the further you go, the 
further you get from the "American Dream." 

People in the United States of America, even us environ- 
mentalists fighting our little forest/desert/coast battles, tend 
to act like we are the only people on the planet, and our area 
is the most/largest diverse/unique/threatened/pristine eco- 
system/bioregion/watershed and must be defended with all 



our resources. Well, there is a whole big world out there, folks, 
and the best way to really see it is to step out of this country, 
talk to people who don't live in the USA, and then take a look 
back at what your country is really like. What you will find 
is that not only are there a heck of a lot of people living 
outside of the USA, but most of 'um don't see exactly eye to 
eye with us world-consuming, imperialist "first" worlders. 

Now, I'm not saying that "Americans" are hated or that 
I was mistreated. (By the way, US and Canadian citizens 
are frequently referred to as "North Americans" by those 
who share the Americas with us.) I've found that most 
common folks, no matter where you travel, are generally 
warm and friendly. But when it comes to the USA as a 
World Power, the general consensus is that our nation has 
gone too far, talks too loud and eats too much. While I 
don't consider myself a patriot, these realities do hit home 
and it makes our little local "bandage" battles seem some- 
what insignificant compared to not having any food, 
clothing, common land, voice in government, or even any 
future. Our global consumption rate and our major contri- 
butions to ozone depletion and greenhouse gases dwarf 
even the redwoods. 

The simple fact that some of us can afford to travel (and 
are allowed to) also sets us apart from a lot of people. Most 
folks are just plain too busy and too poor to travel around; 
they're just trying to stay alive. To them the mere questions 
"Have you ever heard of Earth First!?" or "Have you ever 
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been to... " would be insensitive, classist insults. A lot of 
people aren't even interested in geography and maps be- 
cause, if you can't travel, foreign places become largely 
irrelevant. That is, until soldiers, missionaries. Coca Cola, 
Levi's, Shell Oil and television come around and tell you 
how to live from now on. 

The island nation of Cuba could be used as microcosm for 
the whole world. The Cubans have a very limited supply of 
resources. They are isolated from the rest of the world by 
water and the recently strengthened, archaic USA trade 
embargo. Faced with decades of corruption and oppression 
by the state, the Cuban people have risen up and over- 
thrown their would-be rulers twice in the last century. The 
people did it. The people were all in it together then and they 
are still in it together now, getting by despite Fidel Castro's 
failed programs. 

The people of the world have a limited supply of re- 
sources and we are all stuck on this planet together. We 
have faced decades, even centuries, of imperialism, greed, 
corruption and oppression by the current world powers 
(i.e., multinational corporations such as the US govern- 
ment, the Catholic Church, the World Bank, General 
Motors, Proctor & Gamble, Nestle, DuPont, etc.). 

Now what do you think Che Guevara and the Cuban 
people would say to do? 

We all need to overthrow the current World Powers and 
we need to do it quick, before another species, culture or 
biosphere is destroyed. The USA has more than its share of 
the powerbrokers for us to focus on, and we the people have 
a lot of power. There are a lot of other people out there 
waiting for us in the USA to take the first step towards true 
freedom and to stop walking on the rest of the world while 
we are on the road. Go see for yourself if you don't believe 
me, but remember to travel lightly; we have done enough 
damage already. And when you return, stand up and fight 
back here at home. 

— by Jim Flynn (aka the Hopping Gringo) 


Corrections Box 

An article about taking wolves off the endangered species 
list in our Yule '95 issue contained an editing error. US Fish 
and Wildlife Service, arguing for the premature de-listing of 
wolves, sees public support for wolves as a problem to be 
addressed. The paragraph, which began with "Interest in 
restoring wolves to Colorado has increased...," should have 
been attributed to that agency as part of its statement on 
"The Problem." It was mistakenly attributed to Michael 
Robinson of Sinapu, an opponent of the plan. 

In last issue, a letter was printed with incorrect Cove/ 
Mallard addresses. It should have read: C/M Coalition, 
POB 896S, Moscow, ID 83843; Last Wilderness Defense 
Fund, POB 9970. Moscow, ID 83843; and Wild Rockies EF!, 
POB 9286 . Missoula, MT 59807. Sorry for any inconve- 
nience or white hair we may have caused. 


Eostara 


Eostar, Saxon fertility Goddess, oversees the fertility rites of Spring. 
Fertility? 

Are you nuts? Haven't you noticed that there is a serious population 
problem on this planet? I would like to introduce you to a new God- 
dess, Aratsoe, Eostara's twin sister, the Goddess of the Vasectomy. 

Back in the good old days of the Pliestocene, fertility was essential to 
the survival of the tribe. One reason that Homo Sapiens were so adapt- 
able and successful was because we are so sexy. But, if you are of the 
persuasion that we Earth Firstlers are the chosen ones of Mother Gaia 
and therefore we are obliged to procreate, strike that silly thought from 
your addled brain right now! There are plenty of children on this 
planet who need a lot more love and attention than they are getting. 
Our job is to plant seeds in minds, not in wombs. This spring, celebrate 
the fertility of your mind. Get a vasectomy. 
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Civil Disobedience as a Tactic, not a Culture 


(This is an edited transcript of a speech 
by Mitch Friedman of the Northwest Eco- 
system Alliance to the Ancient Forest Ac- 
tivist Conference in Ashland, Oregon, on 
Feb. 3, 1996.) 

In 1988, after a binge of a dozen or so 
arrests, mostly defending Northwest 
ancient forests, I looked at the people 
sitting next to me on the logging road. 
They were the same people that I had 
seen there the week before! We were 
getting so carried away with how radi- 
cal we were [that we failed to notice no 
one else had joined us], even while 
working for a popular goal. This con- 
fused me, especially since our so-called 
visionary Earth First! wilderness pro- 
posals were supportable within the 
mainstream of academic science. I 
started to wonder why scientists and 
old ladies in tennis shoes weren't sitting 
on the logging road while my rag-tag 
friends and 1 quietly applauded out of 
view of the cameras. And 1 wondered 
further what sort of message our "usual 
suspects" profile was sending about the 
movement and its issues to the public. 

When we always use the same slo- 
gans, same activists and same tactics, 
we unnecessarily give an edge to our 
opposition. Paraphrasing Rita Mae 
Brown: The definition of insanity is 
doing the same thing over and over 
again and expecting different results. 1 
think civil disobedience and other ag- 
gressive campaign tactics can be more 
effective if the people involved look 
like and speak to the folks we are trying 
to influence. The difference is more 
than Earth Firstlers in costume. Bring- 
ing activism into the '90s is not a 
matter of making the '60s look like the 
'80s. Instead, it is going back to the 
'civil' aspect of civil disobedience that 
Dr. Martin Luther King described so 
well in A Letter from the Birmingham fail. 

To do new things we need to reflect 
on old assumptions that have contrib- 
uted to the stagnation and cynicism in 
the movement. I recall a whole series of 
myths that 1 once believed (and maybe 
even helped to create) within the Earth 
First! culture. I want to challenge them 
now, in my own gratuitous way. 


First myth: THERE'S NO SUCH 
THING AS BAD PRESS. That's an old 
Richard Nixon adage. Didn't work for 
him, won't work for you. A corollary of 
this myth is, "The press is going to 
screw you no matter what." We get so 
caught up in our outrage against the 
corporate juggernaut (which includes 
the press) that we begin to think the 
press is part of a conspiracy trying to 
damn us. While those tendencies may 
or may not be present in the media, 
they need not be conquered. 

We can be dynamic. With cre- 
ativity, we can almost always 
find a way to get our message 
out. We can always at least 
maximize our probability of 
getting our message out in a 
way that has the most impact. 

Second myth: THE HAIL 
MARY PASS IS GOOD STRAT- 
EGY. (In football, when a team 
is losing and there remain only 
a few seconds in the game, they 
will attempt a "Hail Mary," 
which is to throw the ball as far 
as you can and pray that some- 
one on your team catches it for a touch- 
down.) The Hail Mary is the best way I 
can describe many radical press events: 
"Nobody's doing anything, so let's just 
do SOMETHING!" Then the same five 
people go climb a tree, or lock them- 
selves down to a bulldozer, or conduct 
a puke-in. The question that follows 
the action is "Did we get press?," in- 
stead of the more important questions, 
"Did we get good press?" or "Did we 
advance our issue?" We cannot afford 
to leave our organizing and media mes- 
sages to luck or chance. The Hail Mary 
pass is nice to have as a last-second 
option, but we still have time to do 
things right in most campaigns. 

Third myth: EXTENDING THESPEC- 
TRUM ALLOWS THE MAINSTREAM 
GROUPS TO TAKE STRONGER POSI- 
TIONS. Let's call this one Foreman 
Envy. It's a great strategy, and probably 
deserves to be on page one of any 
strategy book. A good strategy book 
should be as thick as the Bible, which 
says, "For everything there is a season." 


What is today the season for? What 
will we do tomorrow? If we do a puke- 
in today, what can we possibly do for 
an encore? People have been studying 
and practicing strategy for thousands 
of years. If it was as easy as always 
taking the extreme, we would all have 
been blown up by now. 

Fourth myth: NOBODY IS KEEPING 
SCORE. I think those of us in urban 
communities look at things differently 
than rural activists, because rural 


people know that a score is being kept. 
When things happen in rural commu- 
nities, such as a confrontational ac- 
tion or activists from base camp acting 
like brats at the tavern, residents hear 
about it. Residents of these rural com- 
munities know that what goes around 
comes around and mistakes linger for 
years. For instance, I wish like hell 
that we had not so audaciously laid 
siege to the Okanogan National Forest 
headquarters after the 1988 Round 
River Rendezvous. Since that day, the 
whole movement in that area has had 
to work very hard to get past obstacles 
to alliances and public support. We 
gave people too easy an excuse to turn 
us off. 

Fifth myth: IMAGE IS NOTHING, 
THIRST IS EVERYTHING. Apologies to 
Sprite, but they're wrong about this. 
My observation is that, "It isn't only 
what's in your heart that counts, but 
(also) your hairstyle." I know I'm going 
to get a lot of heat for this, but it's 
important. We need to find effective 


messengers, not just effective messages. 
Even if God Herself was sitting on a 
logging road with a kryptonite lock 
around her neck, the TV camera would 
focus on the hippie-with-a-drum. Noth- 
ing against hippies; there are many 
things that hippies can give to the 
campaign, but being in front of a cam- 
era is not the best one. Most people 
take offense at those who brazenly 
reject their norms. Why should they 
listen to you when your appearance 
tells them (or at least they think 
it does) that you don't respect 
them? And if you don't care 
about reaching the public, 
don't call the media. In fact, if 
you don't care what the public 
thinks, you will probably fit in 
much better with the Militia. 

Sixth myth: WE RADICALS 
ARE CHOSEN TO SUFFER. The 
notion that "If we weren't out 
there embedded in concrete in 
the freezing rain, then nobody 
would be," is a crock! In many 
cases, if the Earth FirstSer wasn't 
there with the kryptonite lock, 
if they were instead going around 
spreading their enthusiasm and orga- 
nizing, we would find more people 
willing to make a comparable commit- 
ment. But they will only do so if they 
can convey their own message. The 
commercial fisher wants to deliver a 
fish message. The racial minority wants 
to deliver an environmental justice mes- 
sage. The child wants to deliver the 
future generation message. The 
Auduboner wants to deliver the bird 
message. And they all have their own 
ways of doing so. 

Working with other groups is not a 
matter of convincing them to get be- 
hind the Earth First! banner. It's a mat- 
ter of convincing yourself to get be- 
hind a common banner that everyone 
who cares can share. It does not serve 
the ancient forest issue, which now 
enjoys broad mainstream support, to 
have a radical image clinging to it. 

I believe that radicals are at their best 
when they are organizing moderates to 
continued on page 8 
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Greetings and salutations; 

I am a life-long radical — now, 
also, a grandmother of a pre-teen 
and two elementary school-age 
persons. In my life, I have been an 
anti-war activist, a community- 
organizer, a communalist and one 
of the early organizers of the neo- 
Pagan movement. I had a compost 
heap when, we lived in Philadel- 
phia in the late sixties and early 
seventies and have been a per- 
sonal voice for the concepts of 
living as lightly on Earth aswecan. 

1 am not prone to hate-filled 
rhetoric — didn't like it in the mid- 
sixties and can't relate to it now. 
1 may feel despair, I may rage 
against the blind and the bigoted, 
but hate and vituperation are the 
voice of entrenched defeat, I refuse 
to admit defeat. And I will believe 
in the potential healing of my 
species' psyche. I will believe that 
we, as a species, can learn to re- 
organize our priorities and focus 


on cleaning up and healing 
the harm we have done to the 
best of our abilities. I know we 
can’t bring back what we have 
destroyed. But I hope. 

Does this make me unfit to be 
an environmentalist? Would you 
"heavy" politicals prefer (as did 
the "heavy" politicals of the six- 
ties) I go away and all the people 
like me — all the mystics, the po- 
ets, the Pagans — and let you wage 
your very self-righteous war upon 
the establishment? Do you really 
think you can change the behav- 
ior of human kind without a 
strong religious and artistic ele- 
ment? Are you sure that silencing 
the "woo woo" factions will cre- 
ate the strengths you need to work 
for Earth first? Honestly, now. 

I would rather have a New Age 
types who "walk the talk," who 
live simply and frugally and are 


willing to spend their lives tread- 
ing softly than any number of 
button-downs with high tech 
lifestyles who look impressive to 
the establishment and who mouth 
nice phrases — yet I recognize that 
a lobbyist who can stop the politi- 
cal system from selling the wil- 
derness and a lawyer who can 
stop the clear-cuts are Earth's 
champions. 

I request tolerance. We each have 
important things to offer and 
Mother Earth needs all of us. What- 
ever our perspective (and we can 
be pretty different) if our actions 
move the species closer to sanity 
and the possibility of averting 
massive eco-death then we're OK. 

— Penny J. Novack 


Dear Shit for Brains, 

I'm writing to inform your read- 
ers and all activists of a very seri- 
ous situation involving the op- 
eration of the Friends of the Wolf 
campaign in British Columbia 
and the Yukon. 

There are allegations of misap- 
propriation of major amounts of 
money over the past three years, 
as well as running a campaign 
which degrades and belittles ev- 
eryone involved. Anyone who 
has worked on this campaign over 
the past three years will have 
their own personal horror story 
to relate. 

I believe that everyone should 
know what is going on before 
putting their time, energy, and 
money into Friends of the Wolf. 
I've put together an information 
package which is the voice of 
many good people relating their 
experiences. All of the informa- 
tion is verifiable. For a copy, 
please write to me. 

For the Wolf, 

— David Barbarash 
165-1472 Commercial Dr., 
Vancouver, BC, V5L 3X9 
Canada. 


Dear friends, 

Your journal comes to me and 
reminds me of the names I know 
for the times of the year, reminds 
me of the untamed lands 1 once 
dwelt in and will return to. Think 
of me when your foot steps on 
the ground, when the foggy 
winds caress you. 

Feel free to print the enclosed 
poems. 

[Ed. note: Here is one for now.] 

Moonrise 8 AM 

How ever did we come to think 

that the moon is a thing of the night 

only? As if the measure 

of its worth were our need 

for its dim light. Oh, yes, we say 

we take account of it in the tides 

and in the planting out of seeds 

according to whether the crop is root 

or shoot; then go back to pray 

our litany of opposites — 

moon sun 

night day 

woman man. 

— Katherine Alice Power, F35935 
Mass. Correctional Facility, POB 
9007, Framingham, MA 01701 

more letters on page 28 
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CLEARCUTTING THE LUBICON 


Daishowa Boycott Banned by Canadaian Courts 


The Lubicon Lake Indian Nation of 
north-central Alberta, Canada is in 
the midst of a heated battle to save its 
4,000-square mile boreal forest home 
from clear-cut logging by the Japanese 
forestry giant, Daishowa. As Lubicon 
Chief Bernard Ominayak put it, "If we 
allow them to clearcut, we may as well 
sign our death certificates." 

Friends of the Lubicon (FoL), a 
Toronto-based Lubicon support group, 
has been working on a suc- 
cessful consumer boycott of 
Daishowa products since 
1991. On January 23, an 
Ontario court granted a sub- 
sidiary of the multi-billion 
dollar Daishowa Paper 
Manufacturing Company of 
Japan an interim injunc- 
tion quashing the volun- 
teer-run Friends' boycott 
activities in the province 
of Ontario. Daishowa is 
claiming eight million 
dollars in damages and is 
seeking a permanent injunc- 
tion and unspecified damages 
from three boycott organizers in a 
trial scheduled for April 29. 

The Lubicons fear that suppressing 
the boycott will increase the chances 
of Daishowa clearcutting on Lubicon 
land this coming autumn. 

The Lubicon Lake Indian Nation 

The Lubicon Lake Indian Nation is a 
500-meniber aboriginal society led for 
the past 18 years by Chief Bernard 
Ominayak. Prior to the 1979 onset of 
massive resource exploitation activity 
on Lubicon land, moose was their staple 
food. Trapping provided disposable 
income. Various plants were gathered 
for medicines and food. Lubicon land 
was the basis of a self-reliant and self- 
sufficient Lubicon society. 

The Lubicon people have never 
ceded their traditional territory to 
anyone in any legally or historically 
recognized way. Although a treaty was 
negotiated with the aboriginal societ- 
ies surrounding the Lubicon tradi- 
tional territory in 1899, the Lubicon 
community was isolated, inaccessible 
and consequently overlooked. 

Canada has been reluctant to come 
to terms with the question of the 
Lubicon's unextinguished aboriginal 
rights, but the federal government 
transferred the Lubicon's traditional 
territorial rights to Alberta. The prov- 
ince then sold the rights to billions of 
dollars in natural resources on those 
lands to resource exploitation compa- 
nies, including Daishowa. 

Resource Exploitation Begins 

Between 1979 and 1983 over 400 oil 
wells were drilled within a 15-mile 
radius of the Lubicon community at 
Little Buffalo Lake. These wells gener- 
ate an estimated $500 million a year 
in revenues for oil companies and the 
Alberta government. In the process 
they ruined the environment and 
scared away the wildlife, thereby de- 
stroying the Lubicon economy and 
way of life. 

Moose taken for food dropped from 
over 200 in 1979 to about 20 in 1983. 
In that time period, personal income 
from trapping dropped from over 
$5,000 per year to under $400. Welfare 

Page 4 Earth First! Eostar 1996 


dependency shot up from less than 10 
percent to over 90 percent. These forced 
deprivations have caused horrific 
problems for the Lubicons, including 
the worst tuberculosis outbreak in 
Canada since the depression, a 
skyrocketing rate of still births, birth 
defects, serious respiratory and skin 
problems, cancers of all kinds, family 
breakdowns, alcoholism and suicide. 

For six years, a United Nations Hu- 
man Rights Commit- 
tee examined 
Lubicon com- 
plaints of human 
rights abuses. In 
1987, the com- 
mittee asked 
Canada to do no 
further harm to 
the Lubicon 
people, and in 
1990, con- 
cluded that 
Canada was 
violating 
Lubicon hu- 
man rights. 
Canada re- 
mains in violation of those rights to 
this day, and the destruction of 
Lubicon land continues unabated. 
Daishowa Clearcuts the Lubicon 

In February 1988, the Alberta pro- 
vincial government announced con- 
struction of a huge new bleached kraft 
pulp mill to be located just west of the 
unceded Lubicon territory. It was to 
be the largest hardwood pulp mill in 
Canada, designed to transform 1 1 ,000 
trees per day into a 1,000 metric tons 
of dehydrated pulp. The trees to sup- 
ply the new pulp mill would come 
from a 29,000 square kilometer tim- 
ber lease which com- 
pletely blanketed the 
10,000 square kilometer 
Lubicon territory. 

Announcement of the 
new mill was met with na- 
tionwide protest. The 
Lubicons were suffering 
through a tuberculosis epi- 
demic which had affected 
one third of the commu- 
nity. Chief Ominayak re- 
sponded, "I think the 
province's intention is to 
come in for the kill... They 
know what they're doing 
to our people and yet they 
go ahead and do some- 
thing like this. It just brings 
us closer to confronting 
these guys on the ground. .. 

There's no way that we're 
going to allow anybody to 
come in there and knock 
down our trees." 

In the fall of 1990, 
Daishowa-owned Brewster and an- 
other contractor commenced clear- 
cutting in the Lubicon territory. 
Shortly thereafter, one of their camps 
was raided and torched, ending log- 
ging for that year. 

In 1991, Daishowa signaled their in- 
tention to resume logging on Lubicon 
land. The Lubicons responded by ask- 
ing people to boycott Daishowa paper 
products until Daishowa makes a clear, 
unequivocal commitment to stay out 


of unceded Lubicon territory until set- 
tling Lubicon land rights and negotiat- 
ing an agreement with the tribe re- 
specting Lubicon wildlife and environ- 
mental concerns. 

The Daishowa Boycott 

While a number of people across the 
country and around the world re- 
sponded to the Lubicon call for a boy- 
cott of Daishowa paper products, the 
main effort was organized by the 
Toronto-based Friends of the Lubicon. 
Because Daishowa markets to compa- 
nies rather than directly to individual 
consumers, the Toronto FoL commu- 
nicated with retailers using Daishowa 
paper products. Primarily as a result of 
their efforts, 47 companies represent- 
ing over 4,300 retail outlets across 
Canada have joined the boycott. Ma- 
jor retail chains in Canada like Roots, 
Club Monaco, The Body Shop and 
A&W are participating in the boycott, 
which has so far kept Daishowa at bay. 
No further logging has taken place on 
Lubicon land. 

Daishowa SLAPPs the Boycott 

In 1995, Daishowa turned to the 
courts in an attempt to outlaw the 
Daishowa Boycott. Daishowa is using 
its Canadian subsidiary, which makes 
paper bags, to press its case. Based on 
labor legislation from the 1930's, 
Daishowa contends that it is illegal for 
FoL to request that the general public 
not buy from a store which carries 
Daishowa products — so-called second- 
ary boycotting. Daishowa is also suing 
three individuals for damages, claim- 
ing that the boycott has cost them $5 
million in lost sales and $3 million 
currently on an annual basis. 

Daishowa's lawsuit is part of a grow- 
ing trend in civil litigation called the 


SLAPP suit. SLAPP is an acronym for 
Strategic Lawsuit Against Public Par- 
ticipation. According to a commen- 
tary in Canada's national newspaper, 
The Globe and Mail, SLAPP suits are 
"becoming a favored tool of very large, 
very wealthy corporations to beat 
down their environmental critics." It 
continues, "Their object is to block 
citizens from participating in the free 
political life of their society." 

Instead of educating Daishowa us- 


ers about their purchases, Lubicon 
boycott organizers are now putting all 
their efforts into dealing with the law- 
suit and fundraising for legal expenses. 

In May, 1995, a province of Ontario 
court denied Daishowa's application 
for an interim injunction to halt the 
boycott. The court ruled that the boy- 
cott was legal. In October, Daishowa 
appealed that ruling. A three-judge 
panel heard the appeal and reserved 
judgment, but also issued an order 
that prevented FoL from asking the 
public to support the Lubicon by boy- 
cotting a store which carries Daishowa 
products. So despite the May '95 rul- 
ing that the boycott was legal, 
Daishowa persuaded the court to shut 
it down before the appeal decision 
had been rendered. 

On January 23, the court panel 
handed down its 2-1 appeal decision 
granting Daishowa an interim injunc- 
tion to keep the boycott shut down 
until a trial can be heard. FoL is ap- 
pealing this decision to the Ontario 
Court of Appeals. 

Support the Lubicon Nation: 
Stop Daishowa 

Chief Ominayak said, "Daishowa has 
been out for a couple of years and it 
looks like they want to come back in 
this fall... I think it's going to be a very 
serious situation if they keep pushing 
and push our people to take a stand." 
"It's hard battling these big multi- 
national corporations and 1 hope that 
there are enough people who under- 
stand that and who care enough for all 
people of this world to help out in 
every way possible." 

For more information or to find out 
how you or your group can help out, 
please contact the Lubicon Lake In- 


dian Nation, 3536-106 Street, 
Edmonton, ABT6J 1A4, Canada; (403) 
436-5652, fax (403) 437-0719. 

Although FoL is receiving free legal 
representation, the group must 
fundraise for the court proceedings' 
expenses. All donations for defense 
costs are gratefully accepted. Please 
send donations to: Friends of the 
Lubicon, 485 Ridelle Ave, Toronto, 
ON M6B 1K6; (416) 763-7500, fax 
(416) 603-2715. 




Logyard at Daishowa-Marubeni's Peace River pulp mill with a clearcut visible in the background 


photo by Stephen Kendo, 1993 


Massive Oil Drilling Blockade in Mexico 

59 PEMEX Sites Blockaded in the State of Tabasco 


On January 29, 1996, thousands of indigenous 
campesinos, most of whom belong to the Demo- 
cratic Revolutionary Party (PRD), one of Mexico's 
opposition parties, mobilized themselves in seven 
municipalities in the Chontal region of Tabasco, 
Mexico to block access to PEMEX oil wells, including 
the most productive oil field in Tabasco. (PEMEX is 
the nationally owned company that supplies oil 
and gas for all of Mexico.) Ten days later, although 
the campesinos (rural farmers) were unarmed and 
demonstrating peacefully, police and troops used 
clubs and tear gas to disperse the protesters at three 
demonstration sites. The worst confrontation was in 
Nacajuca where 1,000 police and army officials vio- 
lently removed 2,000 campesinos, mostly women. A 
total of 102 people, many active members of the 
PRD, were detained and incarcerated. As of March 
12, 98 people remain in jail. 

The recent protests are tied to a lengthy campaign 
of direct action and civil disobedience in Tabasco by 
the campesinos and the PRD, the main opposition 
party in Mexico. Demonstrators are demanding com- 
pensation for environmental damage caused by 
PEMEX, preventive measures against future con- 
tamination, and an end to corruption by govern- 
ment officials. They have also protested plans to 
privatize PEMEX. 

PEMEX = Pollution 
Not Profit for the People 

Campesinos who live in the petroleum zone claim 
severe contamination of the soil, air and water from 
over 20 years of oil drilling by PEMEX. Oil spills, 
explosions, faulty maintenance and unregulated 
expulsion of toxic waste in the area have polluted the 
environment so much that the indigenous people 
are unable to produce enough food to live or to 
maintain their livelihoods as farmers and fishers. 
Environmental surveys show that dredging of canals 
to transport heavy equipment has increased saliniza- 
tion of rivers and lagoons. 

The campesinos in the municipality of Nacajuca, 
one of the regions affected most severely by the 
contamination, report a 60 percent decrease in the 
production of coconuts, as well as drastic decreases in 
the production of corn, beans, oranges, cacao, ba- 
nanas, mangos and other food crops. Medicinal 
plants, once widely used by the indigenous people 
for curing diseases, no longer grow in the contami- 
nated areas. Many rivers and lagoons are now so 
contaminated by oil and other toxic wastes that the 
fish have died out and the people can no longer bathe 
or wash clothes in the river. Acid rain is so common 
in the area that it is corroding the corrugated tin roofs 
of the local dwellings. 

Disease is rampant in the area, ranging from eye 
and throat irritations to cholera. With contaminated 
water sources and a scarcity of firewood for boiling 
water, the people are faced with serious threats to 
their nutrition and overall health. Before PEMEX 
began oil production, there was an abundance of fish 
and sufficient harvests. 

Fishers in the coastal areas have reported a major 
decrease in fish and oyster production, which many 
studies attribute to the rise in pollution because of 
continuous oil spills in the area. The regions most 
affected are the municipalities of Cardenas, Paraiso, 
Jalpa, Nacajuca, Huimanguillo, Centla, Comalcalco 
and Cunduacan, which reported a total of 123 oil 
spills in 1995. 

People believed that PEMEX would provide them 
with jobs and that, PEMEX being the state-owned oil 
company, the money would reinvested revenues 
back into local communities. Instead, "development" 
has brought them nothing but personal misery and 
environmental destruction. 

PEMEX Politics 

PEMEX has long been the target of demonstrations 
because their pollution has ruined the livelihoods of 
thousands of peasants and fishers, including numer- 
ous Chontal Indians. Recent protests have focused 
on environmental issues and claims for compensa- 
tion, but people have also protested plans to privatize 
PEMEX and about the election fraud in the 1994 


governor's elections. 

After the Tabasco gubernatorial elections in No- 
vember, 1994, PRD candidate Andres Manuel Lopez 
Obrador made a well-documented claim that the 
party in power, the Institutional Revolutionary Party 
(PRI), had stolen the election through fraud and 
illegal campaign financing. To protest the fraud, 
PRD members staged a series of nonviolent actions, 
including occupations of PEMEX facilities, a car 
caravan to Mexico City and a three-week occupation 



of the central square in the Tabasco state capital of 
Villahermosa to protest the fraud. Mounting pres- 
sure forced the PRI to negotiate. In January, 1995, the 
talks were on the verge of an agreement for new 
elections when the local PRI in Tabasco rebelled and 
violently evicted the PRD demonstrators in front of 
the state legislature. 

Three months later, PRD members organized a 42- 
day march to Mexico City. Initially numbering sev- 
eral hundred, the march grew to several thousand by 
the time it reached Mexico City. The demonstrators 
held sit-ins at banks and the stock exchange and set 
up an encampment in front of the national Con- 
gress. On June 5, sixteen boxes of documents were 
anonymously delivered to the encampment. These 
original records detailed campaign expenditures by 
the PRI candidate for governor in Tabasco that to- 
taled more than 70 million dollars! In a state of only 
three million inhabitants (with a $4 million legal 
spending limit), he spent more than Bill Clinton did 
to win the US presidency. The PRD asked the au- 
thorities to press charges, and after some delay, the 
Attorney General decided to proceed. Since then the 
case has dragged along with little progress. 

Public Protests Petroleum Pollution 

In November 1995, the PRD organized peaceful 
demonstrations and press conferences to push de- 
mands for compensation from PEMEX while calling 
for negotiations with the government. With no vis- 
ible progress, PRD protests shifted to blockades of 
PEMEX 's oil installations. Despite considerable provo- 
cation by security forces, the blockaders kept a non- 
violent discipline, in line with PRD policy. 

In talks among the PRI, PEMEX and PRD activists 
on January 31, 1996, PEMEX indicated a willingness 
to compromise. However on February 2, the govern- 
ment sent police and army troops to evict protestors. 
The blockades continued despite daily police actions 
against the demonstrators. On February 5, local gov- 
ernment officials (PRD members) joined others in 
blockading El Castano, an important oil installation 
in the region. They said their action was a response to 
"the aggression" suffered by peasants and fishers at 
the hands of soldiers and police. They demanded the 
release of jailed activists. 

On February 7, near the village of Huatacalca, 
police injured 20 of the peaceful protestors and 
arrested seven PRD members in order to break up an 
occupation of the Sen oil facility in Nacajuca. A 
frightening array of Mexican armed forces, known 
as the Base de Operaciones Mixtas (BOM), con- 
ducted the operation against the protesters. BOM is 
made up of riot police, state and federal judicial 
police, the highway patrol and the Mexican Army. 
Demonstrators were pursued into nearby communi- 
ties by helicopters lobbing tear gas. One woman 
reportedly had her leg broken. PRD leader Lopez 
Obrador was struck on the head but not seriously 
injured. (Obrador is currently a leading candidate to 
be elected president of the national PRD.) The beat- 
ings and arrests have seriously undermined attempts 
at negotiations and display the government's will- 
ingness to employ an iron fist policy in the face of 


continuing protests. 

On February 8 and 9, members of the BOM arrested 
more than 50 people (30 of them women) in the 
Tabasco municipalities of Cardenas and Centia, in- 
cluding Darvin Gonzalez Ballina, the ex-municipal 
president and former PRD Member of Parliament for 
Tabasco state. Authorities have also issued an arrest 
warrant for Lopez Obrador. 

In the face of the crackdown, protestors have 
retreated, only to reoccupy the facilities when secu- 
rity forces leave. The protests have spread to addi- 
tional facilities as well. As late as February 12, thou- 
sands of demonstrators continued to blockade as 
many as 59 sites, insisting that they would stay until 
the government begins serious negotiations. 

PEMEX claims to have lost about 450,000 dollars 
per day as a result of the blockades. Lopez Obrador 
responded by pointing out that PEMEX has polluted 
750,000 acres of land in Tabasco. Of the $40 million 
that PEMEX gave the state government for damages, 
Obrador claims that only 10 percent has been spent 
on social programs and infrastructure improvements 
in poor communities and that the PRI governor 
spent the rest on public relations campaigns and 
political favors. 

PEMEX nets approximately $2 million per day, 
which is three times the annual debt of some of the 
local municipalities. On February 16, 1995, a PEMEX 
gas line exploded in a community in the Municipal- 
ity Centro in Villahermosa. Nine people were killed 
and many more injured; Many lost their homes. 
Even though PEMEX and government officials have 
signed documents acknowledging liability and prom- 
ising to pay compensation, not one payment has 
been made because the campesinos affected do not 
have proper documentation to show they were living 
in their houses prior to the explosion. 
IMMEDIATE ACTION NEEDED: 

There are growing fears for the safety of those being 
imprisoned as well as for other PRD members and 
indigenous people involved in defending peasants' 
land rights. Involvement in issues such as land dis- 
putes or compensation rights have often resulted in 
state-sponsored violence in a number of Mexican 
states, notably Chiapas, Guerrero, and recently, Oaxaca. 

Write and urge for a prompt, thorough and impar- 
tial investigation into allegations of the use of exces- 
sive force and ill treatment by members of the police 
and mi 1 i tary forces at the PEM EX blockades i n T abasco, 
and for those responsible to be brought to justice. 

Ask that all those detained defending their home- 
land be released immediately. 

Also insist on official negotiations to address the 
legitimate claims of the peasants and fishers for 
compensation for their economic losses; measures to 
insure that profits actually reach the communities in 
need; and improved maintenance procedures to avoid 
future contamination and deadly explosions. 

Send appeals to: 

1) Senor President, Lie. Ernesto Zedillo Ponce de 
Leon, Presidente de la Republica, Palacio Nacional, 
06067 Mexico DF, Mexico; fax 011 52 5 271 1764 

2) Senor Gobernador, Roberto Madrazo Pintado, 
Gobernador del Estado de Tabasco, Palacio de 
Gobierno, Villahermosa, Tabasco, Mexico; fax 011 
52 5 681 8125 

3) Antonio Lozano Garcia, Procuraduria General de 
la Republica, Paseo de la Reforma No. 75, Col. 
Guerrero, 06300 Mexico DF; fax 01 1 525 626 4403 

4) Senor Secretario, Lie, Emilio Chuayfatt Chemor, 
Col. Juarez, 06699 Mexico DF, Mexico; fax 01 1 52 5 
546 5350/7380 592 0584 

5) Ambassador Jesus Silva Herzog, Embassy of Mexico, 
1911 Pennsylvania Ave.NW, Washington, DC 20006 
[Note — use 011 only when dialing from the US.] 

For more information contact Ted Lewis at Global 
Exchange, 201 7 Mission St., San Francisco, CA 941 1 0; 
(415) 2SS-7296, fax (4 IS) 255-7498, e-mail: 
globalexch@igc.apc.org; or Amnesty International atPOB 
1270, Nederland, CO 80466-1270; (303) 440-0913, fax 
(303) 258-7881, e-mail: sharriso@aiusa.usa.com. 

Sunita Chethik and Ted Lewis of Global Exchange 
contributed to this article. 
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Dam Proposal Animates Opposition 


by Oak 

The last free-flowing river out of the San Juan 
Mountains in southwest Colorado is about to be 
diverted and dammed by the Animas-LaPlata water 
diversion project (A-LP). The curvaceous and moody 
Animas River (River of Lost Souls, hmm...how 
appropriate) tumbles and winds from its headwaters 
in the San Juan National Forest down through the 
streets of Durango, onto the Southern Ute Reservation, 
into New Mexico past ancient Anasazi ruins, 
eventually joining with the San Juan River for the 
unenviable journey to the dreaded and fetid Lake 
Powell. 

So, you might ask, just who is sub-human enough to 
mess with a rare, unspoiled river? Well, the usual 
suspects: the US Bureau of Wrecklamation (BuRec), 
political hacks like Senators Ben Nighthorse Campbell 
and Hank Brown, the Clinton Administration, and 
local west-side ranchers. Also weighing in on the side 
of greed and ignorance is a majority vote in the 
Southern Ute Tribal Council lookin' to secure the 
water rights that they truly deserve. Unfortunately, 
the Animas-LaPlata Water Diversion Project 
(A-LP) won't really get them what they 
want. Phase I of this boondoggle barely 
nets the tribe any water; preference goes 
to the City of Durango, Anglo farmers, 
and industry (surely not the Whitewater 
rafting and sportfishing industries!). Phase 
II, which actually gets the water to the 
reservation for upwards of $ 1 60 million, is not 
funded and many believe may never be. 

All right, so what does this disaster 
look like and what kind of trashing is 
the earth gonna take this time? A $63 
million pumping plant three stories 
high and the length of a football field 
is proposed for the base of Smelter 
Mountain in Durango, just across the river 
from Gateway Park. (The other side of the Park is 
home to the sewage treatment plant which will 
clearly discharge right into the pumping plant's 
intake. "Welcome to Durango!") An inlet channel 
leading to the pump house will be gouged out of the 
river and anywhere between 1 5 and 50 percent of the 
Animas (depending on the season) will be pumped 
500 feet up the mountain into a newly created 
reservoir. (Didn't there used to be a valley here?) The 
reservoir will be three and three-quarter miles long, 
two miles wide and more than 300 feet deep near the 
dam. Pumping water up to the reservoir will consume 
an estimated 165 million kilowatts of energy per 
year, enough to run a city of 26,000 residents. In 
keeping with the genius and foresight of 20th-century 
technology, the water in the reservoir will lap on 
shores of uranium mine tailings, the body of water 
itself may be undermined by a series of old coal mine 
shafts that no one seems to have a map of, and, lest 
we want for more signs of nescience, a fine collection 
of geological faults stands ready to threaten the 
integrity (dare I say) of both the reservoir and the dam. 

The elk and deer herds that make this part of the 
country famous graze relatively undisturbed by 
humans at Ridges Basin, a State Wildlife Refuge. The 
basin is slated to be the reservoir. No word yet on 
advanced swimming lessons for the ungulates, but 
they may be allowed to wander down to the Animas 
for a drink, provided they don't mind the higher 
salinity resulting from the decreased flow. Had 
enough? That's just Phase I! 

Those species that dwell on and by the shores of 
the Animas (which has been called "the best riparian 
habitat in New Mexico, bar none") will surely take 
a beating, but the San Juan River (which the Animas 
flows into) is home to two endangered species, the 
razorback sucker and the Colorado squawfish. The 
later is the world's largest minnow, growing up to 
five feet in length. 

According to High Country News, "Before its 
numbers were slashed by the proliferation of dams 
on the Colorado River and its tributaries, [the 
Colorado squawfish] was often used by farmers as 
fertilizer. In the 1960s, it was poisoned in parts of 
the San Juan to create trout habitat. Listed as an 


endangered species in 1967, it wasn't believed to 
have a viable population in the San Juan until the 
late 1980s, when biologists found 27 fish." If the 
flow of its habitat is decreased by the A-LP project, 
the species will be diminished once more. 

Not surprisingly, the US Fish and Wildlife Service 
(FWS) is studying the situation while signing off on 
the pumping station and reservoir as a "reasonable 
and prudent alternative" to the entire project. Right. 
Meanwhile, the razorback sucker is stuck in Lake 
Powell with no way to return to its ancestral home up 
the San Juan, due to past alterations in the river. 

As Kieran Suckling pointed out in the Brigid edition 
of the Journal ("An Open Letter to the Endangered 
Species Coalition"), FWS Memorandums of 
Agreement "...virtually exempt vast tracts of land 
from the Endangered Species Act, including the 
lower Colorado River and the entire State of 
Colorado." So long, sucker. 



Opponents of the Animas-LaPlata Project, Native 
and non-Native alike, point out that Phase II of A- 
LP smells a lot like coal profits. Beneath the area 
southwest and southeast of Durango is the Fruitland 
Coal Outcrop, the first or second richest seam of 
low-sulfur, high-BTU coal in the US. The Bureau of 
Wrecklamation's 1980 Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS) on the project goes on and on about 
"an estimated six billion tons of coal available for 
strip mining in the northwestern part of the San 
Juan Basin, with more extensive reserves in existence 
that could be recovered by more costly underground 
mining methods" and that "the two Ute reservations 
have the potential for vastly increased coal 
development. Approximately 39 million tons of 
coal lie within 250 feet of the surface on the Ute 
Mountain Ute Indian Reservation, and would be 
recoverable by surface mining methods. Estimates 
of strip-mineable reserves range from 116 million to 


400 million tons for the Southern Ute Indian 
Reservation (east of Ute Mountain). Reserves as 
much as two to three times these amounts lie 
deeper." The more recent 1992 draft EIS barely 
mentions coal. Now, why is that? Looks to be that 
there's more under the surface than a seam of coal. 
Seems to some that a whole lot o' water would be 
needed for power plants, coal gasification and 
synthetic fuels development. Hmmm. 

So, who's opposed to this hair-brained scheme? 
Well, there's the Southern Utes Grassroots Group 
(one of whom apparently sits on the Tribal Council 
as a voice of opposition). This group of 
traditionalists want the Animas River undisturbed 
for cultural and spiritual value. Then there's local 
Anglo citizen groups like Taxpayers for the Animas 
River and the Four Corners Action Coalition. A 
number of white water rafting and other sport 
groups have signed on; heck, even this Dave 
Foreman guy is onboard. However, it looks like 
they're all about to capsize cuz this sucker's 
rollin' with a lot of dead weight behind it. 
What dead weight is that, you say? Well, 
the usual suspects listed above, naturally, 
and all the bullshit public relations their 
tainted money can buy. Let us not forget that 
this is the same BuRec that gave us the Glen 
Canyon Dam, wet dreams about damming 
the Grand Canyon and disasters like Teton 
Dam. This A-LP project is considered, 
even by members of Congress, to be 
the last of such depraved giants from 
the old school of Dominion. It even 
earned the infamous "Porker of the 
Week" award from Representative 
Thomas Petri (R-WI) as a "behemoth, 
wasteful and environmentally 
unsound" project. So, since this here 
thing is abonafide, dyed-in-the-wool, 
unsound, overpriced, deadweight- 
Earth-trashing porker it stands to reason 
that EVERYBODY WANTS IT! Wrong. 

Did I mention that the shovel hits the scrubble 
this summer? Yup, that's if the proponent slime 
get their way and blow off the last of those nice 
Sierra Club legal challenges, something they've 
been doing with this dinosaur (apologies to the 
giants of old) for nearly 30 years since its ill- 
conception. The Bureau of Wrecks is allegedly 
coming out with its final supplement to its EIS 
sometime in April, which is sure to be challenged. 
Should that challenge be overruled, which is fairly 
likely, A-LP may get the green flag (did I say 
"green"?) sometime in June. Soooo, you might 
want to consider packing yur' bags for a working 
vacation in the San Juans this summer, it could be 
a real white water river adventure! 

For more information contact Ancient Forest Rescue at 
POB 44 1 6 Durango, CO 81302-44 1 6; (970) 247-7676. 


Senate Farm Bill Threatens Streams 

by Garth Kahl 

Hours before passing reauthorization of the Farm Bill, the Senate approved a last-minute addition 
to the bill that would drastically reduce federal protections for streams on National Forests, by 
allowing private and municipal water users to completely divert streams throughout the west. The 
last-minute language, introduced by Senator Hank Brown (R-CO), would eliminate regulations 
currently in place that require those diverting water from Forest Service lands to maintain at least 
minimum or "bypass" flows for the preservation of fish and other species. 

This legislation is virtually identical to a measure previously added to the House version of the bill 
by Representative Wayne Arnold (R-CO). That measure was defeated due to intense pressure from 
environmental and anglers' groups, as was another of Allard's nightmarish provisions, which would 
have made it impossible for the Forest Service to take action or make policy changes to maintain 
viable populations of any species not on the brink of extinction. 

At press time, both the House and Senate versions of the Farm Bill have passed their respective 
houses of Congress and are headed for a conference committee whose members have yet to be 
named. Since the Senate version of the bill contains the stream by-pass legislation and the House 
version does not, the conference committee will decide whether this legislation is to be included 
in the final bill. Please call your senators and representatives. Ask them to vigorously oppose the 
Brown Amendment to the Farm Bill, which would eliminate "minimum stream bypass flows." For 
more information contact Trout Unlimited, 1500 Wilson Boulevard, Suite 310, Arlington, VA 
22209-2310; (703) 284-9406. 
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Waite Up Call: 


A RESPONSE TO 
COCKBURN 


by Frank Rivers 

On February 1, The Seattle Times ran 
a column by Alexander Cockburn 
called "Why German Nazis were big 
fans of animal rights." The piece was 
distributed nationally as part of 
Cockburn's syndicated "Nature and 
Politics" column. Cockburn attacked 
animal rights activists and deep ecolo- 
gists, comparing them to Nazis. He 
claimed that Nazis "blurred the dis- 
tinction between humans and ani- 
mals" which, in turn, led to genocide. 

It is tempting to attack Cockburn's 
ludicrous perspective directly. After 
all, the differences between the two 
cultures are obvious. Nazi Germany 
was built on a foundation of racism, 
groupthink, obedience, and delusions 
of grandeur. Deep ecology, on the 
other hand, could care less about race, 
has a profound dislike for authority, 
and seeks to renounce power while 
living in harmony with the natural 
world. The Nazi regime was built on a 
foundation of collective insanity; deep 
ecology is built on a foundation of 
biology and a love of life. 

Obviously, Cockburn is just spew- 
ing words. After all, we could just as 
easily point the finger of accusation at 
the German agriculturists. Indeed, 
Cockburn himself notes that the Ger- 
man programs of race purification were 
based on a model of farm improve- 
ment, breeding refinements and the 
elimination of poor stock. At no point, 
however, does he say that farmers are 
Nazis. At no point does he suggest that 
industrial agriculture leads to geno- 
cide. He does suggest, however, that 
since Hitler was a vegetarian, all veg- 
etarians are one step away from round- 
ing up the nearest minority race and 
exterminating them. This "logic" 
would be downright amusing if it 
weren't so tragic. 

The real issue for us, however, is not 
Cockburn's tortured reasoning. It is 
the fact that deep ecology has been so 
thoroughly misinterpreted. Clearly, 
we've got a huge public relations prob- 
lem. If mainstream America really be- 
lieves that deep ecology is about geno- 
cide and "animals over people," then 
we're going to stay in the backwater of 


public discourse right up until the 
end. After all, a lot more people read 
The Seattle Times than read the Journal. 

We are, of course, somewhat to 
blame for this state of affairs. We do 
trash the human race from time to 
time, and then we wonder why we 
aren't winning many converts. Maybe 
we ought to exercise a little more po- 
litical sophistication. 

Now, I am the first to acknowledge 
the poor record of my species. After 
all, there is no question that human 
beings are the primary perpetrators of 
habitat destruction and loss of 
biodiversity on the planet. There is no 
question that human consumption 
and reproduction puts every living 
thing in danger. 

Nevertheless, as a method of persua- 
sion, misanthropy is a dead end. Lest 
we forget, our prime objective is to 
convince human beings to change their 
consumptive and reproductive behav- 
ior. Hating people is not going to ac- 
complish that. Indeed, the backfire re- 
action is likely to make things worse. 

I hate to say this, but at some level, 
we've got to sell deep ecology, and 
the only way that's going to happen 
is if we clean it up. We don't have to 
whitewash it, or put a happy face on 
it, but we ought to tone down some 
of the rhetoric, especially celebrations 
of rising human death rates. There is 
nothing to be gained by promoting 
human misery. 

The people-on-the-street are not 
moved by attacks on their species. We 
cannot get them to appreciate nature 
by telling them that they are an evolu- 
tionary dead end. We cannot instill a 
feeling of biological humility by call- 
ing them biological pathogens. Most 
people, not surprisingly, identify 
strongly with their species. 

The treatment we need is integra- 
tion with the natural world, some- 
thing that is impossible with either 
Humans First! speciesism or Humans 
Last! misanthropy. Both doctrines are 
erroneous; one puts human beings on 
a pedestal, the other puts them in a 
pit. The problem is that there is a 
degree of truth in both perspectives; 
we are both gifted and pathogenic. 
We are capable of more creativity than 


any other creature ever dreamed of 
and we are capable of more heinous 
atrocity as well. 

The dissonance between these two 
perspectives tears us apart and many 
of us retreat to one end or the other. 
Here the anthropocentrist and the 
misanthrope feel safe, but neither con- 
tributes to a solution. We ought to 
remember F. Scott Fitzgerald's wisdom, 
"The test of a first rate intelligence is 
the ability to hold two opposed ideas 
in mind at the same time and still 
function." 

What we need is a sense of creative 
and humane misanthropy that holds 
the two opposites together in a single 
whole. On the one hand, we acknowl- 



edge the atrocity with biological ob- 
jectivity; on the other hand we exer- 
cise deep compassion for our human 
companions. In this type of humane 
misanthropy, hating the human spe- 
cies is OK, but hating people is not. So 
go ahead. Loathe what we are doing to 
the natural world, but show compas- 
sion for the human victims. Detest the 
clear-cut and the timber baron, but 
identify with the plight of the blue- 
collar timber worker. Hate your spe- 
cies, but love your neighbor. 

Unfortunately, some people believe 
that conservation and environmen- 
talism are intrinsically anti-human.- 
Don't take this bait! Instead, turn the 
charge around and point out the fact 
that saving the natural world is actu- 
ally highly beneficial to human be- 
ings. Turn the spotlight of attention 
on those forces that are genuinely 

anti-human: the industrial profi- 
teers. As David Ehrenfeld points out 
in The Arrogance of Humanism, "The 
true misanthropes are those who are 
struggling to hold the mad course that 
we are now pursuing with such relent- 
less enthusiasm and such little heed 
for the ultimate cost." The mad devel- 
oper, the timber baron, the economist 
and the pro-natalist are really misan- 
thropes trying to project a humanitar- 
ian image. 

As for "blurring the distinctions be- 
tween animals and humans," this is 
exactly what biologists do for a living. 
Is Cockburn prepared to say that bi- 
ologists are Nazis? Maybe he is, which 
is a scary thought. Nevertheless, "blur- 
ring the distinction" is precisely what 
we need to do if we are ever to resolve 
the current ecological crisis. There will 
be no environmental harmony unless 
we start behaving with some biologi- 
cal humility. Being a good animal is a 
great place to start. 

If Cockburn doesn't like thinking of 
himself as an animal, well, maybe 
he'd rather think of himself as a plant 
or a fungus. Either way, he's one of 
Earth's organisms, something he'll 
discover in short order the day his 
bioregion collapses. 

Frank Rivers, author of The Way of 
the Owl, lives on Bainbridge Island, WA. 


Sewage Dumping Threatens Estuary in S . California 


by Brad Berger 

What do you get when you mix the water require- 
ments of massive development with wet winters? 
Sewage, lots of sewage. In Irvine, California, home 
of mega-developer, the Irvine Company, this mix 
has resulted in plans by the Irvine Ranch Water 
District (IRWD) to dump five million gallons of treated 
sewage per day into the Upper Newport Bay. 

Locally known as the Back Bay, the bay is a 
beautiful and rare tidally flushed estuary with abun- 
dant land and aquatic wildlife. It's home to unbe- 
lievable numbers of birds including the federally 
endangered light-footed clapper rail. Why is the 
IRWD doing this? Yep, money. The toilet water they 
treat and sell for landscape irrigation has little 
demand in the wet winter season so instead of 
paying the Orange County Water District to take it, 
they want to dump it. 

The Back Bay has been threatened by many 


schemes to rob her of biodiversity and beauty in the 
name of cash; from salt extraction to water-side 
housing and dredged marinas. Up to the present, 
Friends of the Bay, a large group of concerned 
citizens, have kept encroaching development from 
destroying the Back Bay further and were the driv- 
ing force behind having the unique estuary desig- 
nated as a California Ecological Habitat Preserve. 

The flow of water into the Back Bay is primarily 
salt water from the Lower Newport Bay which is 
connected directly to the Pacific Ocean. Before the 
area was developed, very little fresh water entered 
the bay. Within the last century, however, a chan- 
nel called San Diego Creek was cut for ranching and 
agricultural purposes and drains directly into the 
Back Bay. The San Diego Creek and the nearby Delhi 
Channel supply most of the fresh water to the bay 
and is primarily runoff from the surrounding topog- 
raphy including the San Joaquin Hills. (The San 
Joaquin tollroad crosses the San Diego Creek and 


will also dump runoff into the creek and the Back 
Bay. Yuk! — see the Lughnasadh 1994 EF! Journal,). 
Winter rainstorms sporadically provide large 
amounts of fresh water runoff. However, the base 
flow in the channels is runoff from watering crops, 
lawns and golf courses (primarily with treated sew- 
age!) and is laden with nitrogen fertilizers and other 
horrific chemicals and trash. These chemicals con- 
tribute heavily to nasty green algae blooms in the 
bay during the warmer months of the year. The 
sewage dumping planned by the IRWD will add a 
considerable amount of nitrogen to what is already 
present in the base flow. 

Before the San Diego Creek was cut through it and 
other development occurred, the upper end of the 
Back Bay was contiguous with a vast brackish-water 
marsh. The incredible tapestry of life that exists from 
the ocean to the marsh and beyond continues to be 
diminished and the only existing remnant of the 
marsh is the San Joaquin Marsh of the University 

continued on page 18 
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Clearcuts cause flooding (Duh!) 


by Victor Rozek 

There is a fatalism about natural disasters. They 
come unbidden and remain beyond our control, 
causing random devastation. But Oregon residents 
have a right to be livid, because much of the flood 
damage inflicted on our state and its residents was 
predictable and preventable. 

The worst effects of the 1 996 flood — the incredible 
volume of water scouring our watersheds, washing 
tons of mud and debris downstream, and hundreds 
of landslides that buried roads and damaged 
homes — could have been averted. Much of the 
flood damage was human-caused. It was a direct 
and inescapable result of clearcut logging. 

Ten times the amount of water runs off a clear- 
cut slope as is released by a standing forest. Ten 
times! That number was easily verified in the freshly- 
logged Mohawk watershed near Marcola, where I 
live. Parson's Creek, which is usually no more than 
1 5 feet wide, turned into a 57-yard wide (1 measured) 
torrent of dark brown muddy water. It screamed 
downslope carrying logging debris, burying and 
damaging Parson's Creek Road, and threatening 
homes built along the creek. 

In the Mohawk Valley below, tons of silt and 
mud from clearcuts settled in homes and fields and 
smothered the Springfield Golf Course as the 
Mohawk River left its banks. As we look at our 
creeks and rivers running dirty brown, it is 
important to remember that rainwater is not brown, 
nor is the water released by a standing forest. 

All across the state, landslides collapsed on 
roadways, some destroying homes and damaging 
schools. In almost every case, the collapsing hillsides 
had been clear-cut of trees that would have kept 
them stable. With no trees, no soil-securing root 
systems and no ground cover to soak up rain and 
prevent erosion, the ground gave way. The greedy 
cutting of steep-slope timber in populated areas 
exacerbated a deluge and turned it into a disaster. 
This is another example of the many externalized 
costs of industrial logging, an industry that survives 
largely on public subsidies and has, for years, 
ignored the social costs of logging. 

The public loses in four ways. First, we lose 
billions in tax dollars subsidizing logging on public 
lands — about $8.2 billion since 1980, according to 
government accounting. Even after counting 


county revenue from logging operations, the timber 
industry is a net tax recipient. 

Then we lose by having our public forests 
destroyed, forests that provide us with many 
benefits in their living years — including flood 
abatement, clean drinking water, pure air, healthy 
fisheries, medicines, wildlife habitat, climate 
moderation and recreation. 

We further lose when private logs and minimally 
processed public timber are exported. According to 
the US Department of Agriculture's Pacific 
Northwest Research Station and the US Department 
of Commerce, nearly half of all timber cut in six 
western states is exported. If jobs are the issue, they 
can be found on the export docks. 

Last, we lose by incurring the costs of logging 
activities like excessive flooding, enduring the 
choking smoke from slash burns and the loss of 
wildlife and recreation opportunities. All of these 
costs are simply passed on to the public as the cost 
of doing business — your cost, their business. 

If the timber industry were forced to bear its fair 
share of the cost of this year’s flood damage, you 
could be sure that massive clearcutting on steep 
slopes would cease. T axpayers may rightfully expect 
companies that logged slide sites to compensate 
the state for road repair and excavation. Citizens 
whose homes have been damaged by mud and 
logging debris should have legal recourse to recover 
their losses. 

No one — not Weyerhauser, not the federal Bureau 
of Land Management, not private land owners — 
has a right to manage lands in so irresponsible a 
fashion as to cause catastrophic damage to 
downstream neighbors. Even if the risk is small, it 
should not be borne by those who had no part in 
the decision to log. 

Passing on such costs to the public — including 
the cost of higher insurance rates — is simply an 
outrageous "taking," no different than having the 
government seize, destroy or devalue your property. 
Such takings should be compensated. 

Ironically, watershed protection and flood 
abatement were the driving reasons for establishing 
the national forest preserves in the late 1800s. It is 
high time that the timber industry quit claiming 
all of the benefits of logging on public lands while 
ignoring the responsibilities. 

Five thousand years of human history show us 


that if you overcut your forests you will flood the 
valleys below them. It should be no secret. After the 
1964 flood, public outrage over the results of 
excessive logging resulted in the building of 
numerous dams. This time they were not enough, 
which should tell us something about the volume of 
clear-cutting and the condition of our watersheds. 

As soon as the waters receded, logging began 
anew in the damaged Mohawk watershed, as it did 
throughout the Northwest. So much for concern 
for the public welfare. 

A class-action lawsuit may help return sanity to 
public forest land management. Given the 
likelihood of recurrent flooding, it is worth 
considering. 

Victor Rozek is the editor ofForest Voice, a publication 
of the Native Forest Council. You can reach NFC at POB 
2190, Eugene, OR 97402; (541) 688-2600. 


capable and which we will need in order to win, 
we must continually be willing to give credit, 
rather than take it. It is particularly important 
to give credit to grassroots groups, new allies, 
and sometimes even politicians. This is about 
finding ways to be ecocentric, not egocentric, 
and helping people feel as though they're an 
important part of the movement. We hard- 
cores already know that we'll still be involved 
tomorrow. We need to make the work gratify- 
ing enough to others so that they'll be more 
likely to be with us for the long fight. 

FEIGN HUMILITY: David Brower taught me 
this when I was a rambunctious EF! activist. I was 
about to debate a couple of timber industry 
hacks, and I asked David, "I've never been in a 
debate, but I know I can kick these guys' butts 
because I know more than they do and I'm right. 
What should I do tactically to succeed?" Brower 
replied, "Well if you're so smart and you know 
you can defeat these guys, what you need to do 
is feign humility." So if you're full of dignity and 
respect for other people and for the Earth, show 
it. Otherwise feign humility. 

This year we have great issues to organize 
around. Issues like the clearcut rider, sweetheart 
deals in Congress, and the attack on the environ- 
ment by the radical right, are resonating with the 
public more than we ever have before. We have 
more energy now than we had even at the height 
of the ancient forest wars. Polls show that people 
care about the environment and want more 
protection, not less. The key will be finding the 
right messengers and organizing well. 

Unfortunately, as a movement, we too often 
alienate even our closest allies. The only way that 
we are going to make progress on these issues is 
if everything we do is infused with a spirit of 
dignity and respect. If we are not reaching out to 
and organizing new people (including 
mainstreamers), then we are, by definition, not 
advancing the movement. No matter how strong 
our facts or how large our vision, the Earth 
cannot afford for us to be few and proud. 

— Mitch Friedman 
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Civil Disobedience 
as a Tactic, 
not a Culture 

continued from page 3 

do radical things. These are some tips that can 
help people succeed: 

BE HAPPY WITH INCREMENTAL CHANGE: 
Of course those who promote forest protection 
primarily as part of a broader goal (e.g., subvert- 
ing the dominant paradigm, smashing the state) 
will never be satisfied just with advances in 
forest protection. But obstructing incremental 
or limited success does not comprise a plan for 
greater change. 

GIVE CREDIT, DON'T TAKE CREDIT: To build 
the broad-based movement, of which we are 
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Blockades and Bloodhounds in the Olympics 

by Chelsea Gerlach 


Recipe For An American Living Room: 

2,000 lbs. concrete 

35 feet of rebar 

3 lock boxes 

1 Le Car (aka Pepe) 

articles of living room furniture 

1 American family 

On February 9, the America family— John, Jane 
and Junior America — moved onto Forest Service 
Road 2630, blocking access to the Rocky timber sale 
in the Olympic National Forest in Washington. Jane 
and Junior America were locked to a couch filled 
with cement, reinforced with rebar, and locked to 
concrete in the road. Their living room also in- 
cluded a wood stove, table, carpet, windows and a 
television. John America was in the "driveway" 
locked into the road via Pepe Le Car. A 35-foot 
banner above the living room proclaimed "Not in 
Anyone's Backyard." The family had written letters, 
visited their representatives, and talked to the US 
Forest Service (FS), but to no avail. Because of the 
"Logging Without Laws" (Salvage) rider, their con- 
cerns fell on deaf ears, and their only recourse was 
direct action. The cement and rebar bonanza con- 
founded the Freddies and proved immobile until 
day two of the blockade. 

Ben White, Pacific Director of Friends of Animals, 
arrived on the scene and decided to lock himself to 
a barricade which mysteriously appeared in the 
road. He was dug out by the Freddies several hours 
later but in the meantime made several calls to the 
media on his cellular phone. Unable to remove the 
America family, the Forest Service resorted to tor- 
ture tactics. The family was threatened and ha- 
rassed, and then stripped of boots, winter clothing, 
shelter, food, and warmth by Forest Service law 
enforcement. Facing hypothermia, the activists 
unlocked and were handcuffed and cited for violat- 
ing a federal closure. 

Rocky is one of 1 1 "section 318" timber sales on the 
Olympic Peninsula released by the Savage rider (see 
Blank Wall, EF!] Brigid '96). The 55-acre sale encom- 
passes almost all of the remaining old growth in the 
Rocky Brook drainage and contains critical habitat 
for the spotted owl and marbled murrelet. The area is 
extremely steep and will be clearcut across a Class IV 
stream, which under the President's Forest Plan is 
supposed to receive a 400-foot riparian buffer. 

The Forest Service called in all the troops to keep 
the public out of the public land surrounding the 
sale. First, to get rid of the America family's pesky 
friends and neighbors, they doubled the federal 
closure, extending it to the boundary of the National 


Forest. However, much to the dismay of the Freddies, 
15 activists remained inside the closure keeping an 
eye on the family. It was after dark on the second day 
when the Freddies finally froze out the Americas and 
began to clear the woods of prowling activists, using 
huge spotlights and barking bloodhounds. A Special 
Agent chased one activist for over an hour. The forest 
defenders prevailed, using superior backwoods agil- 
ity to evade the evil law enforcement officials. They 
returned night after night to cause more trouble and 
keep the Freddies on their toes. 

Meanwhile, a base camp was set up at a local 
campground and a vigil maintained at the edge of 
the closure. The demonstrators kept anywhere from 
four to ten Freddies busy all week. On February 12, 
ten people were arrested for Disorderly Conduct 
without warning while sitting on the side of the 
road. They were then informed that the closure had 
been extended even further and now included the 
county road used to access the sale. Both ends of the 
closure are guarded 24 hours a day by at least two 
Freddie vehicles. By week three, we had cost the FS 
over $100,000 in security costs. 

Despite high levels of security, several activists 
were able to climb high into the trees and occupy 
the sale units in "tree-boats" (enclosed hammock- 
like contraptions). The tree-sitters stopped the log- 
ging for most of the day, but the Freddies decided to 
allow cutting to continue, despite having found 
only one of the sitters. Fearing for his life and 
watching the ancient trees fall all around him, one 
wily activist descended and escaped into the night. 
Multiple Freddies with a spotlight and one irate 
logger with a shotgun guarded the last arboreal 
activist for three days before he reluctantly rappelled 
from his perch. 

As the weekend came, the call went out for a mass 
action at the closure. Friday night several civil 
disobedience workshops prepared activists from all 
across western Washington for the big event. Satur- 
day morning, 350 people from all walks of life came 
to protest logging at Rocky. After inspiring pleas to 
break the closure, over 100 people walked across the 
line, past the 15 Freddie-mobiles and 10 county 
sheriff vehicles, and were arrested. One woman was 
charged with assault when she screamed at the 
arresting officer who was dislocating her shoulder. 

A week later, the President came to town. Over a 
thousand people rallied in downtown Seattle to 
voice opposition to the "Logging Without Laws" 
rider. A tripod was erected with a bear at the top 
urging uncompromising defense of native forests. 
Later, some of the protesters went to a local commu- 
nity college where Clinton was giving a speech. 
Some slipped past the Secret Service and a seemingly 


infinite number of cops, and some obtained tickets 
from people in line. While activists were listening to 
the speech in the college's gymnasium, one activist 
interrupted the political banter telling Clinton to 
repeal the rider and protect ancient forests, but was 
quickly removed by security officials. The protests 
were acknowledged by Clinton, who announced 
that his administration made "one or two mistakes 
due to the law of unintended consequences..." He 
also promised to work with Senator Murray to 
repeal the portion of the salvage rider that allows for 
the cutting of old growth. Sounds vaguely familiar 
and none too hopeful. 

Earlier, on February 14, Representative Norm Dicks, 
one of the original co-sponsors of the salvage rider, 
said that "We've got to make it crystal clear that 



the average American family relaxing on the living-room 


couch ... in the middle of a logging road 

we're not going to cut down any more old growth," 
after being subjected to a finely orchestrated office 
occupation and increased political pressure. 

Despite the promises, we have yet to see any real 
action on behalf of ancient forests (surprise!). Many 
of these areas will not be safe even if the rider is 
repealed. Option 9 offered little more protection for 
this already imperiled ecosystem. We've got to make 
it "crystal clear" that the rider must be repealed in its 
entirety, and that we will not sacrifice Eastside 
native forests for Westside old growth. Demand 
Zero Cut on public lands! 

WE NEED YOUR HELP!! This is just one of the sales 
we've been fighting, and there are 10 more! 

Come! to the peninsula and defend ancient forests. 
Send! gear and money. 

Write! and Call! your local spineless politicos. 

Tell! all your relations (family, affinity group and 
people you see on the street) to do the above. 

No guns, no drugs, no alcohol at basecamp. 

For more information contact Cheetwoot EF!, POB 
60164, Olympia, WA 98502; (360) 866-8386. 


New Guinea Tribespeople Riot Against Freeport MacMoRan 


Thousands of local people, mostly 
indigenous tribespeople, are rioting and 
have reportedly seized control of two 
urban centers run by the US-owned 
Freeport/RTZ mining company in Irian 
Jaya, New Guinea. On, March 1 2, about 
six thousand people left the town of 
Tembagapura after a day of rioting which 
left many company buildings, vehicles 
and security offices badly damaged. 
Some went on foot, others hijacked 
company vehicles and made their way 
down from the mining center to the 
settlements of New Town — recently re- 
named Kuala Kencana by Indonesian 
President Suharto (Indonesia currently 
occupies this part of New Guinea) — and 
Timika, on the coast. 

Freeport MacMoRan, based in New 
Orleans, has been the focus of intense 
criticism by human rights groups for 
brutal repression of labor organizers 
and others in Indonesia. The company, 
and its president, Jim-Bob Moff et, have 
also been targeted by Austin EF! (see 
the EF!J, Litha '95) for destroying 


watersheds around Austin, Texas. 

In New Town, thousands of people 
rioted, attacking security offices and 
company buildings where they ran- 
sacked cupboards and smashed com- 
puters. They then moved on to the 
luxury department store where they 
again caused extensive damage. Angry 
crowds were unstoppable. 

From New Town, the crowds moved 
on to Mile 34, the location of another 
company base, where they damaged 
cars, offices and anything else belong- 
ing to Freeport. The only building not 
attacked was a hospital. In Mile 28, 
another company settlement, they 
burned down a Freeport workshop and 
tried to attack the five-star hotel, the 
Freeport environmental center and the 
Timika airport. Because of the presence 
of some five hundred troops around 
the airport, the crowds were unable to 
proceed any further. 

In Timika, angry tribespeople carried 
out similar actions against anything 
connected with the company. This 


crowd also tried to approach the air- 
port from a different direction but also 
came up against heavily armed troops. 
Some attackers succeeded in breaching 
the defense, despite warnings from 
troops who started firing in the air. 
Two villagers were reportedly wounded. 

The crowds involved in the attacks 
include Amungme, Dani and Moni 
people, who work for Freeport in 
Tembagapura and who are now refus- 
ing to work. 

During a meeting with Freeport offi- 
cials, local leaders demanded that Jim- 
Bob Moffett and President Suharto 
come and meet them to hear their 
grievances. 

Lemasa, the Amungme Tribal 
Council, held a meeting on March 
12 in Timika to discuss the tense 
situation with church and military 
officials. One Amungme chief said, 
"We will fight against Jim-Bob, 
against Freeport, against the Indo- 
nesian government because they 
have taken our land, destroyed our 


identity and our very existence." 

This week's open revolt has occurred 
because for years, no one — not the 
company, the government or the mili- 
tary — has taken notice of the local 
people's grievances about the damage 
the mining operations have inflicted 
on the local inhabitants. Much of the 
three thousand hectares of land be- 
longing to the Amungme people has 
reportedly been seized by the com- 
pany and many local rivers have been 
contaminated. 

People fear that because Freeport has 
been designated a "vital project" by the 
Indonsian government (the company 
is Indonesia's largest taxpayer), retri- 
bution from the government could be 
extremely harsh. 

Colonel Zahlan, a military com- 
mander in Timika, was quoted as say- 
ing, "The situation is getting out of 
hand here." According the report, the 
police in Timika had given up and 
"the military is awaiting orders to take 
action." 
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BLF to Babbitt: List the Lynx! 

On January 30, suit was filed in Washington, DC of the last remaining wild areas in the nation. Federal The Washington, DC office of the FWS incorrectly 
District Court against Secretary of the Interior, Bruce protection for the Lynx would also provide addi- claims that historically the Lynx was never a com- 
Babbitt, and the US Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) for tional habitat protection for other imperiled species mon animal in the contiguous US and that there is no 
failing to list and protect the Lynx (also known as the such as the wolverine, fisher, gray wolf, and grizzly conclusive evidence of biological vulnerability or 
Canada Lynx) under the Endangered Species Act bear. real threats to the species in areas where the Lynx 

(ESA). Joined by a large group of grassroots environ- Jasper Carlton, Director of the BLF, summed up continues to exist. Amazingly, the agency also denies 
mental organizations, the suit is led by the Biodiversity the situation saying, "The best scientific data avail- that trapping poses any threat to the Lynx or that this 
Legal Foundation (BLF) and the Northwest Eco- i 1 ' ’ able clearly indicate that the Lynx is threat- activity has resulted in population declines, 

system Alliance who found evi- ^ 'A Jj ened or endangered south of Canada. The Threatened by trapping, hunting, and habitat loss, 

dence that the FWS has not 14 Department of the Interior is appar- the lynx has been forced into smaller, fragmented and 

followed the recommenda- ,, k Vif \, u ently more fearful of the conservative isolated habitats throughout its range. Intensive log- 

tions of their own field ^ tar&Aw**. j Republican Congress than it is con- ging and fire suppression has reduced or eliminated 

offices to list the Lynx. j J , b v--*’ "*4/ t cerned about a threatened and se- Lynx denning sites and prey habitat. Lynx movement 

On December 27, V t verely imperiled native species." He corridors between Canada and the US are also being 

1994, the FWS, issued ' WrM. ' I added that "Secretary of the Interior, destroyed, making it difficult for the species to recolo- 

a "not warranted" j [ Bruce Babbitt, is forcing us to sue to nize available habitat. Massive clearcutting, road- 
finding in response to -m /y enforce the legislative mandate of building activities and large scale recreational devel- 

the BLF’s formal pe- \ the ESA on behalf of the Lynx." opment projects by the US Forest Service are allowing 

tition to list the Lynx. J The Lynx is a medium-sized cat increased human access into heretofore undisturbed 

The decision repre- ^ with long legs, large, well-furred paws, areas, resulting in Lynx mortality, 

sen ted a surprising re- ^ ’^0§v>A*' iftV ^ ^ng tu ^ ts ^ ur on * ts ears ' ancl a State agencies, particularly in Montana and Idaho, 

versal of an earlier ffx short, black-tipped tail. It is well- are worried that federal listing would interfere with 

(July 18, 1994) 90-day ’ adapted to hunting the snowshoe their plans to continue to allow trapping of the lynx 

petition finding by the Service that hare, its principal prey, in open, ma- and other species. As well, the US Forest Service and 

listing the Lynx was warranted. A l’T ture forests. These mature conifer for- the timber industry have expressed concerns about 

thorough review of the administra- s Am ests also provide the Lynx with windfalls potential restrictions on timber harvesting. Ski in- 

tive record for the case by the BLF i and downed logs required for denning sites, dustry operators in the Rockies may also be nervous 

revealed that the scientific commu- protection from severely cold weather, and escape, about how the listing would impact plans for ski 

nity overwhelmingly supported the need Historically, in the contiguous 48 states, the Lynx resort expansion. In particular, the huge Vail ski 

to list and protect the Lynx under the ESA. This is of occurred in northern New England, the Great Lakes area in Colorado, which is one of the last areas in 

particular concern to conservationists, since it is one Region, the Rocky Mountains south to Utah and Colorado where lynx have been documented, could 

of the few cases in which the Washington, DC office Colorado, and the Pacific northwest. It has suffered be limited if the suit is successful, 

of the FWS has reversed recommendations from severe declines in both numbers and range. Pres- The BLF prepared an extensive range-wide bio- 
biologists in both its Montana field office and its ently, low density Lynx populations may exist only logical status review for the lynx before petitioning 

Regional office in Denver, both of which recommended in Washington and Montana with scattered and the Service for listing and has been at the leading 

the listing of the Lynx. severely imperiled remnant populations in Idaho, edge of efforts to protect rare and endangered spe- 

Apparently bowing to intense political and eco- Colorado, Minnesota, and Maine. The species is cies and their ecosystems in this country, 

nomic pressure, Secretary Babbitt and the FWS de- already classified as threatened or endangered by To support the BLF's efforts to help the lynx and 
cided to forego their legal duties under the law. In the the states of Colorado, Michigan, New Hampshire, preserve of all native wild plants and animals, communi- 

process, the FWS has given the green light for the US Vermont, Washington, and Wisconsin, even though ties of species, and naturally functioning ecosystems, 

Forest Service and large corporate economic interests it has no federal protection. Only Idaho and Mon- monetary contributions can be sent to: Biodiversity Legal 

to continue the exploitation and destruction of some tana currently allow the trapping of the Lynx. Foundation, POB 18237, Boulder, CO 80308-1327. 


Alaska Approves Wolf Bounties Lawsuit Filed to Protect Wolf 


On January 31, the Alaska House 
Resources Committee passed state 
Senate Bill 81. The bill, which has 
already cleared the Senate, places a 
$200 bounty on wolves killed in se- 
lected areas of the state. It also re- 
classifies wolves from "big game" 
under hunting regulations and "fur- 
bearer" under trapping regulations, 
to the general "unclassified game" 
category. Unclassified game, which 
includes rats and starlings, are given 
no regulatory protections such as 
seasons and bag limits. 

Testimony from Alaska Wildlife 
Alliance (AW A), Alaska Environmen- 
tal Lobby and the Alaska Depart- 
ment of Fish and Game (ADF&G) 
stressed that bounties are ineffective 
and subject to fraud. According to 
Wayne Regelin, Director of the Divi- 
sion of Wildlife Conservation, 
ADF&G, administration and enforce- 
ment of a bounty system would be 
"impossible to implement, unwise 
because of clear public opposition, 
and not in the long term interests of 
sound wolf management." 

Sandra Arnold, Executive Director 
of the AWA, warned that passage of 
a bounty will bring heightened nega- 
tive international attention to the 
state, increase the possibility of a 
tourism boycott, and erode public 
support for legitimate hunting and 
trapping. "Establishing a bounty is 
the surest way to paralyze wildlife 
management in Alaska and encour- 
age federal intervention. The hunt- 
ing and trapping community is 


shooting itself in the foot," she said. 

It is estimated that the Bounty Bill 
would cost the state approximately 
$675,000 in general funds over five 
years. Alaska has established and 
then abolished wolf bounties three 
times in its history, citing expense, 
ineffectiveness and public distaste 
for the practice. 

Representative Rambona Barnes 
said she supported the bill because 
she is worried about her "little dog" 
and all the "little dogs" throughout 
the state that she believes to be 
threatened by wolves. Ms. Barnes 
was referring to a recent maul- 
ingof a dog by wolves in the 
Anchorage area. 

The bill must now Jm 1 
be passed by the full 

tatives before be- 
ing forwarded to 
Governor Tony 
Knowles^. / 

Governor 

Knowles urging : ■ i’Jt 

a veto of this in- , . 
furiating legisla- 
tion: Governor < 

POB 110001, Juneau 

AK 99811; phone wp-** 

(907) 465-3500, fax 


■n ■. 
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On February 7, 1 996, the Biodiversity 
Legal Foundation and the Southwest 
Center for Biological Diversity filed 
suit in United States District Court in 
Washington, DC to force U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service (FWS) to list the 
Alexander Archipelago Wolf of the 
Tongass National Forest as Threatened 
under the Endangered Species Act. 
This action is being taken in response 
to FWS repeated denial that 
biodiversity is under attack in the 
Tongass, despite ever-accelerating 
clearcut logging and roadbuilding. 

The Alexander Archipelago wolf 
( Canis lupus ligoni) is a distinct 
subspecies of wolf occurring 
on the islands and main- 
land of Southeast 
Alaska, separated 
from other Alaskan 
m \ and Canadian 
***’*£&'• \ wo * ves by bigh 

t '* , ^ \ mountains and 

main threats to 
, JV the wolf center 

^ around habitat 

•v,. f ging and road- 

mSt W' ■ U building, along 

jUWy |T rl tar with the access 

roadbuilding gives 
to hunters and trap- 
pers. Further, the loss 
BHtyr of habitat threatens the 
wolf's main prey, the Sitka 
black-tailed deer, which is de- 


pendent during winter on the shelter- 
ing characteristics of old growth for- 
ests. 

The suit to protect the wolf joins one 
filed last year to protect the Queen 
Charlotte goshawk, which is also im- 
periled by massive clearcutting on the 
Tongass. Both species were denied ESA 
protection because FWS claimed that 
the Forest Service was planning to cre- 
ate Habitat Conservation Areas to pre- 
vent the need to list either. However, 
the Forest Service has yet to take even 
a small step in this direction, and it has 
been business as usual (TIMBER!) since 
the listings were denied last year. Even 
worse, the Salvage Rider contained a 
provision which prevented any protec- 
tion for unlisted species except for a 
paltry 300 acres around each known 
goshawk nest, an amount with abso- 
lutely no scientific justification. 

Even if the Forest Service had taken 
steps to protect the wolf and goshawk, 
the listing denial by FWS would be 
illegal. Because both species are immi- 
nently threatened by habitat destruc- 
tion, as well as human-caused mortal- 
ity for the wolf, listing them is required 
by law in order to ensure their survival. 
The ESA makes no distinctions between 
species that are or aren't being pro- 
tected in other ways, and thus the 
deteriorating condition of old growth 
forests on the Tongass National Forest 
requires that both the Queen Charlotte 
goshawk and Alexander Archipelago 
wolf be listed, and critical habitat be 
designated immediately. 

— SWCBD 
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Activist Alliance Guns Down Buffalo Shoot 
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by Lisa Jennings 

In a far-reaching, precedent-setting 
case, Federal Judge Martha Vazquez 
ruled on January 26 in US District 
Court in Santa Fe that even the US 
Army has to abide by the law as set 
forth in the National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA) regarding a buffalo 
shoot scheduled for three consecutive 
weekends at New Mexico's Ft. Wingate. 
Judge Vazquez' ruling is proving to be 
a major blow to those at New Mexico 
Game and Fish who planned the shoot 
and who are not accustomed to having 
anyone tell them whom they can shoot 
and when. 

Starting last November, Sangre de 
Cristo Animal Protection, Inc. 
(SdeCAP) began investigating NM 
Game and Fish's plans to shoot nine 
older bison among the herd of sixty 
at Ft. Wingate military depot, near 
Gallup. Out of 3,500 applicants for 
the kill, Game and Fish awarded bison 
killing rights to seven New Mexicans 
and two non-residents. From the 
beginning, Game and Fish seemed 
willing to conjure up just about any 
story imaginable to justify their 
planned trophy hunt. Among the 
dozen or so versions of the truth that 
we were told by Game and Fish, the 
one that they decided to maintain 
throughout our campaign was that 
the bison's teeth are worn down and 
they're going to starve to death. Of 
course, we were all deeply moved to 
learn of Game and Fish's sudden 
interest in the bisons' welfare. 

However, Game and Fish has never 
provided a shred of evidence to support 
their theory that bison are starving. 
Even if bison were starving, killing the 
older bulls as part of a trophy hunt is 
revolting. Clearly, those looking to 
put a new head on the wall were behind 
the planned shoot all along. The wife 
of one of the chosen shooters even 
said about her husband, "He'll hunt 
anything that stands on four legs that 
he can get a license for." 

As the issue of the proposed shoot 
continued to capture the public's 
interest, Native Americans, 
conservationists, environmentalists 
and many others joined animal rights 
activists to establish a strong, broad- 
based alliance opposing the shoot. 
Many Native Americans have 
continued to vocalize their disgust 
over the shoot, calling it a slaughter 
and a continuation of the genocide of 
the buffalo and Native people. Adding 
insult to injury, it was discovered that 
a recently passed legislative Memorial 
(which has no legal weight, but reflects 
the wishes of the state legislature) 
instructed Game and Fish to negotiate 
with six New Mexico tribes specifically 
on the transfer of Ft. Wingate bison to 
their herds. These tribes are among 
the 39 different tribes which make up 
the Inter-Tribal Bison Cooperative, 
whose mission is to re-establish bison 
on Native lands. And while those of us 
involved from an animal rights 
perspective do not support Native 
American killing of bison (everyone 
in the alliance understood this), we all 
agreed that killing the buffalo for sport 
was wrong and that the shoot should 
be stopped. 

For weeks before the first shoot date, 
the New Mexico media was covering 


the story with great enthusiasm. 
Navajo Nation President Albert Hale 
denounced the hunt publicly, 
Congressman Bill Richardson was 
listening to Native concerns about 
killing animals sacred to them, and we 
mistakenly thought that the 
Governor's office might actually be 
receptive to the public's concern. 
However, with the shoot date 
approaching and no cancellation 
forthcoming, we held a joint press 
conference at Picuris Pueblo's Hotel 
Santa Fe, followed by a boisterous but 
occasionally spiritual demo at Game 
and Fish headquarters in downtown 
Santa Fe. About eighty activists waved 
signs, chanted, and also listened as 
prayers were offered by a Taos Pueblo 
Native American. After about two 
hours of empowering free speech, the 
crowd marched one block to the State 
Capitol, which houses Governor 
Johnson's office. Activists were greeted 
by guards on the first floor, and were 
instructed that we could take in our 
signs, but our sticks had to stay outside! 
So we walked the stairs to the fourth 
floor and politely asked to see the 
Governor. 

After about an hour of sitting in the 
lobby waiting for the Governor to 
return from lunch, we were told that 
the Governor's assistant, Lou Gallegos 
(a former Pete Domenici aide), would 
see us all. About sixty of us and several 
media people filed into a large room, 
filling its seats and any available wall 
space with bodies. The scene was 
impressive! Of course, we got nowhere 
with Lou. He was more interested in 
placating us and getting us out of his 
hair. All his promises to get us a 
meeting among Natives, animal 
activists and the Governor proved to 
be boldfaced lies. We shouldn't have 
expected anything else. 

But we had not played all our cards. 
Just that morning, a lawsuit had been 
filed in federal court by the Fund for 
Animals, Sangre de Cristo Animal 
Protection, Inc., The Picuris Pueblo, 
The Inter-Tribal Bison Cooperative, 
and Dine CARE, stating that the US 


Army had failed to comply with NEPA 
prior to allowing Game and Fish to 
conduct its hunt at Ft. Wingate. With 
our hearing date for a temporary 
restraining order (TRO) scheduled just 
one day before the shoot was to occur, 
we were furiously making backup plans 
for a predawn encampment and civil 
disobedience at the shoot site. Great 
sighs of relief were heard when we 
were granted a TRO for the first 
weekend shoot. While we were ecstatic 
about our temporary victory, about 
forty activists still made the trip to 
remote Ft. Wingate to bear witness 
with Native Americans to the terrible 
slaughter that had been narrowly 
averted the day before. Our pre-dawn 
vigil was later met by sleepy-eyed 
Sheriffs who refused our coffee and 
soup and who wondered why the hell 
we were there. About ten activists from 
Big Mountain, Arizona joined us later, 
making it clear that the proposed shoot 
was resonating across a large 
community. 

Since that presence, we have pre- 
vailed in courtagain. Judge Vazquez 
Granted an injunction until the US 
Army conducts an Environmental 
Assessment (EA) of the hunt. (We 
have since been notified that the 
Army does not plan to conduct an 
EA unless the state pays for it). We 
were doubly rewarded when the 
Judge also awarded us attorneys' fees. 
Our courtroom victory was aptly cap- 
tured by the media which noted, 
"Gerald Kohns, senior litigation at- 
torney with the Army's Environmen- 
tal Law Division, accompanied by 
assistant US Attorney John Zavitz 
and Army Major David Mayfield, re- 
treated to a basement office in the 
courthouse and closed the door with- 
out comment." 

While this ruling applied specifically 
to the bison hunt, we have reason to 
believe that it could have widespread 
impacts on all hunts conducted on 
military installations. We know of no 
hunt on military property for which an 
environmental assessment has ever 
been prepared, and we urge activists to 


pursue this avenue in their efforts to 
stop other hunts conducted on military 
lands. Our research revealed that not 
only does the Army have to comply 
with NEPA, but they also have their 
own Army requirements for 
environmental assessment of proposed 
actions. In our case, we believe that 
NEPA's requirement of assessing the 
impact of the bison hunt on the 
"human environment" and evaluating 
viable alternatives to the proposed 
shoot are two very important aspects 
of the EA. 

Nine bison have been spared and can 
live and die with dignity in the wild. In 
addition, this campaign has raised the 
much broader issue of how wildlife 
decisions are made in our politically 
dominated state. Astute individuals 
have seen through Game and Fish's 
shallow and unsubstantiated argu- 
ments justifying their lust for killing 
our state's wild animals. Game and 
Fish spin doctors have been working 
overtime to try to construct arguments 
that they hope will dupe the public. 
They continue to claim that opposi- 
tion to the shoot comes only from a 
vocal minority. They conveniently ig- 
nore the results of a recent nationwide 
poll by ICR Survey Research Group 
from Media, Pennsylvania, which re- 
vealed that 51 percent of Americans 
believe sport hunting is always wrong. 
Game and Fish knows full well that if 
the Army conducts an EA, it will show 
that many non-offensive alternatives 
to the shoot exist and will cast serious 
doubt on the need to hunt the buffalo 
in the first place. 

Lisa Jennings is Executive Director of 
Sangre de Cristo Animal Protection, Inc., 
1201 Valencia NE, Albuquerque , New 
Mexico 87110; (505) 265-2322. The 
bison campaign's primary investigator is 
a full-time intern named Ryan Sheehan, 
a senior engineering student on sabbatical 
from Washington State University in 
Seattle. Ryan answered our EF! Journal 
ad for interns last fall. SdeCAP thanks 
the Journal for helping bring such a 
tremendous activist our way! 
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Griz Pian Sparks Controversy 


A new plan to reintroduce grizzly bears to north-central Idaho is 
pitting conservation biology against politics, and grassroots envi- 
ronmentalists once again against beltway environmental groups. 
The National Wildlife Federation (NWF) and Defenders of Wildlife 
(DoW) have teamed up with the timber industry to produce a 
reintroduction plan which, besides being discredited by bear biolo- 
gists, could set a disastrous precedent for the Endangered Species 
Act (ESA). An alternative plan written by the Alliance for the Wild 
Rockies (AWR) and backed by independent conservation biologists 
has also been submitted. 

The plans are included in the Bitterroot Grizzly Bear Reintroduc- 
tion Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) now being prepared by 
the US Fish & Wildlife Service for release in the spring. This EIS is 
part of a larger recovery plan man 
dated under the ESA for the threat- 
ened grizzly bear. 

The area under consideration for 
bear reintroduction is the Selway- 
Bitterroot region of north-central 
Idaho. The Selway-Bitterroot is part 
of the Greater Salmon-Selway eco- 
system. This area offers perhaps 
the best chance left to preserve a 
fully functional, intact big forest 
wilderness in the lower 48 states. It 
is here that fisher and lynx, moose 
and goshawk, wolverine and 
wolves still roam. Even though 
largely extirpated by an unrelent- 
ing extermination campaign, griz- 
zly bears, perhaps the finest indi- 
cator species of the quality of 
wilderness, are also thought by 
some to exist here. 

Map analysis has revealed that 
approximately 15,800 square 



Approximate locations of core areas available for grizzly bears and linkage corridors 
connecting them. Scientists believe that if we maintain major subpopulations of 
grizzly bears, and link them with connecting corridors, we can recover a viable, self- 
sustaining population of grizzly bears in the Northern Rockies. In so doing, we can 
save hundreds of species, and the entire ecosystem. 


miles of undisturbed, undeveloped core habitat is available for griz 
recovery in the Salmon-Selway. This is the largest unroaded com- 
plex in the lower 48 states. Yet present US Forest Service plans call 
for a blitzkrieg of roadbuilding and logging in the Greater Salmon- 
Selway ecosystem, epitomized by the infamous Cove/Mallard tim- 
ber sales. This sort of habitat fragmentation and destruction is the 
primary threat to the grizzly bear. 

The proposal put forward by "Pretenders" of Wildlife, NWF and 
the timber industry does little to halt such fragmentation of habitat. 
Called the "ROOTS" proposal (ha!), it would relegate grizzlies to a 
5,500-square mile area comprised largely of the Selway-Bitterroot 
Wilderness. Existing Forest Service plans would serve as the basis of 
habitat management. The areas outside the 5,500-square mile area 
would be open to continued recreational development, grazing, 
mining and logging. This dread plan even exempts habitat destruc- 
tion (timber sales, etc.) from being considered a "taking" under the 
ESA, in direct conflict with the favorable Supreme Court ruling in 
the Sweet Home spotted owl case. 

The reintroduced population of bears would receive the designa- 
tion "experimental, non-essential." In a nutshell, this means that 
people can blow bears away without the usual recriminations under 
the ESA. Any bears naturally recolonizing the area would also fall 
under the "experimental, non-essential" category, as would any 
grizzlies now living in the area. 


Furthermore, the proposal would eliminate the consultation process 
under the ESA whereby actions which would affect the griz need to be 
examined. Management of the bear would be turned over to an 
appointed panel of local citizens (which would almost undoubtedly 
mean resource-industry representation). 

The "conservation biology" alternative in the EIS, produced by 
AWR, is endorsed by top bear biologists. This proposal would retain 
full threatened status under the ESA for the translocated bears. The 
recovery zone would include the Frank Church-River of No Return 
Wilderness and adjacent roadless land — over 21,000 square miles of 
habitat. It would also relocate bears only from unthreatened 
populations of bears. The proposal calls for the reintroduction to be 
combined with road obliteration and revegetation efforts to restore 

griz habitat. According to economist 
Michael Garrity of the University of 
Utah, this would create 
approximately 1 ,500 well-paying jobs 
for local citizens. 

Criticism of the DoW/NWF/ 
timber industry-backed plan has 
been intense. Jasper Carlton, 
| Director of the Biodiversity Legal 
T Foundation, characterizes the 
f proposal as "shadow 
conservation," and a "license for 
habitat fragmentation." He 
blasts the plan for abandoning 
the multiple-species, ecosystem 
approach to preserving species 
which has been widely 
embraced by conservation 
biologists. 

Writer/photographer George 
Wuerthner similarly con- 
demned the proposal in a letter 
to the NWF point man on the 


issue, Michael Roy. Wuerthner wrote "...your plan is based on 
political expediency, not grizzly bear biological needs... We need 
recovery in many areas well beyond the current boundaries of 
existing designated wilderness if we are to bring about full recovery. 
Your proposal gives people the impression that there is no need to 
protect this other habitat." 

The word is that the fix may already be in for the DoW/NWF/ 
industry proposal. For obvious reasons, this alternative is the most 
palatable to industry oriented politicians. Still, a strong showing of 
support for the AWR proposal could change this, or at least publicly 
expose the bias inherent in this process. No matter which alterna- 
tive is chosen, the potential for precedent-setting is high. Your 
involvement is urgently needed. 

Write to Chris Servheen, Coordinator, Bitterroot Grizzly Bear EIS, 
POB 5127, Missoula, MT 59806 to request to be put on the mailing 
list for the draft EIS. 

When the draft comes out, it will be crucial to submit comments 
and voice support for the conservation biology alternative. This 
may be the first time that the government has reviewed a conserva- 
tion biology-based regional reserve system proposal within an EIS. 
It is a tremendous opportunity for public education on these 
principles. 

For more information contact Alliance for the Wild Rockies at POB 
8731, Missoula, MT 59807; (406) 721-5420. 


Salvage comes to San Bernardino 


by Leeona Ki.ippstein 

The Transverse and Coastal Mountain Ranges of Southern Cali- 
fornia contain some of the most biologically diverse forest ecosys- 
tems in the United States. Unfortunately, little attention has been 
given to the beautiful and unique southern California forests by the 
environmental and scientific community. 

The US Forest Service has proposed the Devil's Burn Salvage 
Timber Sale in the Rattlesnake Mountain area of the San Bernardino 
National Forest, California. The sale is situated in an ecologically 
significant area between the Cucamonga Wilderness and San 
Gorgonio Wilderness, northwest of Big Bear Lake. 

The Devil Burn Salvage sale proposes to cut approximately 1,500 
cords of trees (6-8 cumulative square miles). According to the 
Freddies, trees to be cut would be in "excess [of] the needs of 
wildlife, and would provide an opportunity for the public to utilize 
these fire-killed trees for firewood." Devil Burn Salvage will ad- 
versely affect public lands, forest ecosystems, riparian ecosystems, 
endangered and sensitive plant species through wood (tree) cutting 
operations and vehicle traffic. 

The Forest Service notification letters are vague, arbitrary, capri- 
cious and fail to disclose appropriate or adequate biological 
information on which to base a sound scientific decision or 


opinion. The Forest Service has not provided the public with a 
Timber Harvest Plan, Mitigation Plan or Conservation Plan. 

Fires are a natural part of the ecological cycle of southern Califor- 
nia forest ecosystems, stimulating the propagation of seeds and 
plants. Naturally decaying trees, burnt or downed, release nutrients 
into the soil and provide important nesting habitat for birds, 
mammals and insects. Fires also increase genetic resistance and fire 
tolerance in the populations of affected flora and microorganisms. 
Fires create a mosaic, allowing for greater wildlife diversity than in 
an homogenous forest. The removal of fire-injured trees and vegeta- 
tion prevents natural recovery of the flora, fauna and soils. The 
"salvage" tree cutting operation and increased vehicle activity on 
existing and new roads within the area will cause detrimental 
fragmentation, soil compaction and erosion in the forest, riparian 
areas and wildlife movement corridors. 

The Forest Service's harvest plan has identified three alterna- 
tives. Alternative one, the "no action" alternative, should be 
supported by the environmentalist community. For the Cougar, 
Bighorn, Black Bear, Spotted Owl, and endemic limestone plant 
species, please call and write to Gene Zimmerman, Forest Super- 
visor, San Bernardino National Forest, 1824 So. Commerce Cen- 
ter Circle, San Bernardino, CA 92408-3430; (909) 383-5588, Fax 
(909)383-5770. 
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Potlatch Corporation: True to its Name? 



by Joshua Roever 

On January 15, a contingent of Big Woods Earth First! activists 
caravanned up to Duluth, Minnesota to speak out against the 
salvage timber rider and Potlatch paper corporation's decision to 
double its Cloquet plant at the same time the Superior National 
Forest (NF) offers up 48 million board feet of "salvageable" timber. 

We rolled into the Duluth Federal complex (home of the Superior 
NF headquarters) at 1 1:45 am, only to find our numbers matched 
by the local media. We chanted: "Save our forests! Save our jobs!" — 
with two news crews filming eagerly. Our spokesperson, Thomas, 
was interviewed, finally ending the silence in northern Minnesota 
over the "lawless logging rider." Feeling our message had been 
heard, we filled our gullets at the Bread Bowl and drove on to the 
"city of trees," Cloquet. (Most of the trees we saw were stripped of 
their bark, in immense stacks behind Potlatch's gate.) 

Outside Potlatch's main gate, we were immediately met by two 
security goons who proclaimed, "You need to move, you're on 
private property." Not in the mood to spend the day in jail, we 
peacefully made our presence known on the other side of the road, 
handing out information to several supportive Potlatch employees 
when the shift changed. 

With a joyous, joking spirit (despite a -30°F windchill) we 
decided to quickly trespass and pose for a group picture in 
Potlatch's manger scene. I couldn't help but think about 
Potlatch's name — Northwest Indian Cultures practiced a cer- 
emony called the Potlatch, in which an individual would ex- 
press his/her social standing in the community by giving away all 
personal wealth. Of course, we weren't surprised in the least that the only 
"wisemen" at Potlatch were our plastic friends in the manger scene. 

Overall, our mission was a success — not only did we receive favorable news 


Big Woods Earth First! howls at Superior National Forest Headquarters. 

coverage, but we had a hell of a time! We encourage Potlatch board members 
to contact us about a possible "give away" — we would be delighted to pay 
their workforce to restore the Northwoods instead of stripping it of trees and 
creatures! As always, our pack seeks fellow Minnesota "wolves" to howl 
with — contact Big Woods Earth First! at (612) 624-3326. 


Assault on the Allegheny! 


by James Kleissler 

The Allegheny National Forest is nestled amongst 
the Allegheny mountains of northwestern Pennsyl- 
vania. For years, the United States Forest Service has 
been hacking at the Allegheny National Forest tim- 
ber sale by timber sale. Last year, Earth First!, Student 
Environmental Action Coalition (SEAC) and Pre- 
serve Appalachian Wilderness (PAW) activists from 
across the region formed the Allegheny Defense 
Project and began to increase pressure on the Forest 
Service by assaulting each and every timber sale 
with hordes of relentless letters. 

The coalition was making progress, but last spring 
the government fought back. It launched its own 
plan by dropping not just one or two timber sales on 
our laps, but ten projects all at once! Amid this rush 
of timber sales the Forest Service released the Tree 
Mortality Analysis. The Tree 
Mortality Analysis was some 
six to eight times the size of 
a normal project. The theme 
was poor forest health 
which, of course, needed to 
be remedied through salvage 
logging. The project slipped 
by with only a handful of 
public comments, and has 
been implemented by the 
Forest Service. By the time 
this project is completed, 
about 5,000 acres of forest 
will have been logged. But 
that's not all. On March 8, 

Allegheny National Forest 
Supervisor, John "the walk- 
ing, talking bulldozer" 

Palmer, signed the scoping 
notice for Mortality II (the 
sequel, I suppose). This time 
we're ready, but we need 
your support. 

Mortality II calls for 5,705 
acres of logging. That's 
4,534 acres of salvage log- 
ging (thinning and 
overstory removals) and 
1,171 acres of what Fred- 
dies like to call "green" 
logging. What's worse is 
that this timber sale is a 


complete scam! They claim that they discovered 
these areas of poor health, after compiling the 
previous mortality sale, through aerial photographs, 
etc. However, if one simply overlays the maps of 
both projects one finds that most of the areas to be 
logged in Mortality II are not only adjacent to sites 
in the original project, but in some cases even 
overlap them! How is it that they missed these 
areas before? It seems they are trying to make the 
project appear less destructive by splitting the sale 
in two. 

We need letters of help and we need them now! 
Please write and tell them that their plans are a 
sham. Demand that a project of this size receive an 
Environmental Impact Statement and that public 
hearings be called. Logging dead and dying trees 
(and trees that they speculate are susceptible to 
death) will not help the forest recover. Send your 
letters of protest to Carl 
Leland, Ridgeway Ranger 
District, Allegheny National 
Forest, RD #1, Box 28A, 
Ridgeway, PA 15853. Be sure 
to mention that your letters 
concern the Mortality II tim- 
ber sale. You can also call 
the Ranger District at (814) 
77 6-6172. 

The Allegheny Defense 
Project is also planning on 
attending the second annual 
Allegheny National Forest Fo- 
rum. This horrid event was 
organized last year by the 
area's largest wise use group. 
We don't have many details 
on this year's event but we 
need a stronger presence. Last 
year we found ourselves out- 
numbered by timber execs 
and Freddies 10 to one. Im- 
mediately following the 
forum we are planning a field 
trip to monitor another tim- 
ber sale. 

If you would like to help 
out with our campaign, please 
contact Susan Curry or Jim 
Kleissler, 801 E. Main St., #3, 
Bradford, PA 16701; (814) 
362-2342. 


ADC Occupied 


by Patricia Wolff 

Seven New Mexico activists were arrested and 
taken to jail February 22, after a four and a half hour 
sit-in at the US Animal Damage Control (ADC) office 
in Albuquerque, New Mexico. The occupation of the 
ADC office was held to protest a coyote-killing project 
on the Gila National Forest and to focus attention on 
the ADC program in general. ADC exterminates 
thousands of coyotes and other animals considered 
"pests" by the ranching and agricultural communi- 
ties every year. 

The action started at 10 am, when activists walked 
into New Mexico ADC director Alex Lara's office, sat 
on the floor and announced their intentions to 
occupy the office until their concerns were addressed. 
With them were a legal observer and a freelance 
photographer. The activists gave Lara a written state- 
ment and a list of their demands, which included an 
immediate halt to all ADC wildlife killing on the Gila 
National Forest and the immediate removal of all 
traps, snares, M-44's and other killing devices already 
in place. They also asked for public hearings and a 30- 
day public comment period on the proposed 
coyote-killing project. Lara complied with the activ- 
ists' request that their statement and demands be 
faxed to Bobby Accord (ADC head-honcho) in 
Hyattsville, Maryland. 

During their peaceful sit-in, protestors read aloud 
from the Wildlife Damage Review report entitled 
"Waste, Fraud and Abuse in the US Animal Damage 
Control Program." The sit-in also featured various 
anti-ADC signs and a toy fox with its front paws in 
a steel-jawed leghold trap. Reporters from four tele- 
vision stations, as well as an Associated Press reporter 
and photographer, covered the event. 

At approximately 2:30 pm, Director Lara made a 
press statement offering to meet with the protest- 
ors, but nothing more. Since ADC refused to stop 
the coyote-killing on the Gila and refused to allow 
public comment on the project, the activists an- 
nounced they would continue their sit-in until they 
were arrested. They were promptly charged with 
criminal trespass and disorderly conduct, hand- 
cuffed and taken to jail. After sitting in the jail 
parking lot for two hours, the activists were taken 
before a federal magistrate judge who lectured them 
but then offered to drop the charges if the activists 
behaved themselves for six months. The activists 
accepted his offer and were then released on their 
own recognizance. 


\N) SO PLEA5EP To SEE YOU 
MADE A COMPLETE. RE COVERS 

BACK To Tull health 



THE FOREST SERVICE VISITS THE 
SALVAGE RIDER CEMETARX 
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Friends of Earth Blockade Train 

WOODCHIP OPERATION STOPPED IN ITS TRACKS 


by Anthony Amis 

In the early hours of October 10 at Tottenham 
Railway Yards in Footscray, Australia, over 30 activ- 
ists from Friends of the Earth Forest Network (FoE) 
staged a three-hour blockade of the Bairnsdale "Ex- 
tinction Akpress." This train travels from East 
Gippslan<*> the Midways woodchip mill in Geelong, 
where its^jgo of massive old trees are chipped and 
exported tp Japan. 

Interestingly, the passenger train from Melbourne 
to Bairnsdale was canceled earlier this year due to 
state government concerns about track safety, yet 
only a couple of months later the train line was 
reopened solely to transport timber. Four people 
were arrested at the action which gained national 
media coverage. 

Local sawmillers from the Bairnsdale region have 
been outraged to learn that Midways export 
woodchip mill is buying timber from the Depart- 
ment of Conservation and Natural Resources 
(DCNR) for less than $5 per ton; yet Midways sells 
timber back to the sawmillers for $50 per ton. 
Friends of Earth argues that because the timber is 
sourced from old-growth forests, it shouldn't , 
have been harvested in the first place. More- 
over, why is Midways getting such good pri- 
vate financial deals from the state govern- / 
ment when they are dealing with what is » 
essentially a public asset? 

As well as blockading trains, the FoE 
Forest Network has held actions in r: 

the past few months against both ^ 

the Victorian Association of Forest 'J \ 

Industries (VAFI) and the Minister 
of Conservation and Natural Re- 
sources (DCNR), Geoff Coleman. ^ 

FoE helped organize a forest rally ^ . * 

on October 22 where over 1 , 500 Vic- 
torians braved torrential rainfall for over three 
hours. On October 26 and 27, FoE, along with the 
Native Forest Network and the FoE Anti-Uranium 
Collective organized large actions outside and in- 
side the annual general meetings of North, formerly 
North Broken Hill, and Amcor, who are the largest 
exporters of hardwood woodchips in the world, in 
addition to exporting uranium to France. At the 
Amcor meeting, activists handed shareholders a 
letter with a blue woodchip attached, and the cap- 
tion "Your Blue-chip is an Amcor Woodchip." 


Other actions included one at the offices of Burson- 
Marsteller, the multi-national public relations com- 
pany who greenwashes on behalf of a variety of evil 
corporations, and a third action at Midways woodchip 
mill in Geelong in late November. This Midways 
action was attended by 50 people from around 
Victoria, including two Aboriginal elders from the 
Kerrup Jmara in western Victoria who gave a Koori 
perspective about what our relationship with 
the land should be. The action got a lot of .. ■< 

° ^ s/ // 

media and upped public scrutiny of this , . 
huge woodchipping company. 

Friends of Earth has also been 
busy in court opposing the large 
fines imposed on forest activists 
arrested last year a giant 
blockade. Protestors allege /~\ 

that the DCNR was acting ( ♦ 

illegally by logging this 


(V, ^ 

M 


6 r 






: 


k iJ / forest area. Results so far 
. indicate that the magistrate 

remains unconvinced, but the 
case is likely to be appealed. Friends of Earth was 
also in court in Geelong after 11 activists were 
arrested at the Midways mill in July. 

FoE Forest Network activists, along with the 
Goongerah Environment Center Office (GECO) have 
also been planning direct action blockades in the 
forests of East Gippsland this summer, as well as 
working on the Federal Governments Deferred For- 
est Agreement process, which proposes to protect 
15 percent of old-growth forests (pre 1750). For East 


Gippsland, this will mean the protection of about 
15,000 hectares of forest while 250,000 hectares 
continue to be destroyed. And they wonder why 
we're not happy! 

On the eve of a forest blockade in East Gippsland, 
some $300,000 worth of logging machinery was set 
alight. Peter McGauran, Shadow Minister for Re- 
sources and Energy, condemned 
✓ _ . "those responsible" calling on FoE 

ia anc * GECO to prevent such destruc- 
tive acts fr° m recurring. McGauran 
conveniently failed to mention the 
possibility that industry-backed sabo- 
teurs might want to discredit the green 
movement by committing arson. 

In addition to this, police broke up a 
two-month forest blockade at Yandown 
Creek in the early hours of November 28. 

Seven protestors were arrested at the site and 
all their possessions damaged. Five more arrests 
followed the next morning at a forest blockade, 
as well as one on Friday, December 1 at the office of 
Conservation and Natural Resources in Orbost. The 
police have also raided the premises of GECO, 
confiscating all videos held at the environment 
center, as well as "searching" five houses in 
Goongerah, looking for evidence of eco-sabotage. 

Meetings with the Forestry Division of the Con- 
struction, Forestry, Mining and Energy Union 
(CFMEU) have yet to bear fruit, yet the ongoing 
dialogue has been useful in establishing a mutual 
understanding about the complexities of the forest 
debate. FoE have been encouraged to hear from a 
new generation of union organizers who come from 
a different perspective than those currently in power. 
However the union approached FoE with the de- 
mand that if forest protests are to occur in working 
coupes, then the possibility of union blockades at 
the FoE building should not be discounted. The 
union did blockade the office in March this year and 
FoE members are rather skeptical of the union's 
current "concern," considering that the New South 
Wales (NSW) branch of CFMEU helped send in 
"heavies" to break up a forest blockade in northern 
NSW in mid November. 

From all indications this summer will definitely 
be extremely interesting. People wanting to get 
involved with the forest campaign should contact 
FoE for details. Our address is Collingwood POB 
222, Fitzroy 3065, Australia. 



The Australian Defense Department 
wants to locate their East Coast Arma- 
ments Complex (ECAC) at Point Wil- 
son in Victoria, Australia — an area of 
international significance for migra- 
tory shorebirds and the winter home 
for about 50 percent of the world 
population of the critically endan- 
gered orange-bellied parrot. 

The Navy would store and maintain 
ammunition and guided weapons for 
their East Coast Fleet at the ECAC, and 
its port would be used to load ammu- 
nition to and from warships and to 
import explosive weapons and mis- 
siles. It would eventually occupy over 
1,000 hectares of land. 

Point Wilson is part of the least dis- 
turbed coast in western Port Phillip Bay 
and is of great ecological value. The 
area is a wetland of international im- 
portance under the Ramsar Conven- 
tion, aka the Convention on Wetlands 
of International Importance. Many 
species and many thousands of migra- 
tory shorebirds — listed under the Ja- 
pan-Australia and China-Australia Mi- 
gratory Bird Agreements — use the Point 
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Wilson area. These birds take advan- 
tage of the rich supply of marine organ- 
isms in the area to strengthen them- 
selves for their annual migration to the 
northern hemisphere and New Zealand. 
Ironically, the Australian Government 
is hosting the next international Ramsar 
Conference in Brisbane in March 1 996, 
while at the same time planning tp 
store bombs and missiles at Point Wil- 
son. ECAC makes a mockery of these 
international obligations. 

The salt-marsh of the area is the win- 
ter home for the orange-bellied parrots 
that migrate every year from their breed- 
ing grounds in Tasmania. Most of the 
salt-marsh has been destroyed by past 
development. It provides a range of 
plants that supply food to the parrot 
over the winter period. Only about 150 
to 200 of this species exist in the wild 
and it is listed under the 
Commonwealth's Endangered Species 
Protection Act. 

After fires at the port and chemical 
storage terminal in August 1991, the 
Coode Island Review Panel recom- 
mended its relocation to West Point 


Wilson, as the site with least potential 
environmental impact on the western 
shores of Port Phillip Bay. This site was 
subjected to an environmental effects 
assessment process until the Common- 
wealth and Victorian Governments 
decided, behind closed doors, to lo- 
cate the ECAC at Point Wilson, and to 
shift the proposed chemical facility to 
nearby Point Lillias, which is much 
more environmentally and culturally 
significant than West Point Wilson. 

The Commonwealth has never car- 
ried out an open inquiry into the best 
site for the ECAC. They have lurched 
from a bad process for Jervis Bay in 
New South Wales (this was the De- 
fense Department's first choice for an 
ECAC and was thwarted due to public 
opposition) to a worse process for Point 
Wilson. The Commonwealth set up a 
Commission of Inquiry to study locat- 
ing the ECAC at Point Wilson but was 
constrained from looking at alterna- 
tive sites. The need for an ECAC has 
not been justified in view of the sig- 
nificant environmental damage that 
would result at Point Wilson, and the 


threats posed by continued storage of 
chemicals at Coode Island. 

Write to Prime Minister, the Honor- 
able Paul Keating, c/o Parliament 
House, Canberra 2600, Australia and 
ask him to ensure that an ECAC is not 
built at Point Wilson. 

Write to the Secretary Director of 
the Ramsar Convention Bureau, Mr. 
Delmar Blasco, Rue Mauverney 28, 
CH-1196 Gland, Switzerland, advis- 
ing that an armaments complex rep- 
resents an 'unwise use' of the Austra- 
lian Ramsar site #18 — Port Phillip Bay 
(Western shoreline) and Bellarine Pen- 
insula. Also request that this wetland 
be placed on the Montreaux Record of 
sites under threat from development. 

For further information on the 'Say 
NO GO to an ECAC at Point Wilson' 
campaign, contact Australian Conser- 
vation Foundation, Environment 
Victoria, Friends of the Earth, 
Greenpeace Australia, Hazardous Ma- 
terials Action Group, or The Com- 
bined Environment Groups c/o 340 
Gore St. Fitzroy, 3065 Australia; 
(03)9416-1166, fax (03)9416-0767. 


by Garth Kahl 


The Toledo District of southern Belize contains 
one of the largest remaining rainforests of Central 
America. The Maya mountains, which lie at the 
center of this vast roadless area, have remained 
unsubmerged and relatively unaltered through at 
least the last two ice ages, and are thought to have 
provided a refuge from which various species re- 
colonized Central America following these distur- 
bances. The area was designated as forest reserve 
land in 1954 due to evidence of an unusual level of 
endemic species of plants found in the region. 
Within the last month, Atlantic Industries (AI), a 
multinational timber corporation of Chinese ori- 
gin, has begun logging mahogany and tropical 
cedar in the area, despite the strong opposition of 
the local Mayan people and local forest ecologists. 

The current agreement with the Belizian govern- 
ment will allow the company to log 100,000 acres 
over the next 40 years. AI has made at least two 
previous attempts to log this area, in 1 993 and 1994, 
and was forced to stop due to widespread public 
protest. The Mayan people of the Columbia and 
Monkey River Basins, north and northwest of Punta 
Gorda (see map), have been organized to fight this 
threat for some time, but have received little atten- 
tion from the government, as Maya are at the 
bottom of the social order in Belize's multi-ethnic 
society. Native people have been protesting the 
logging, with signs reading, "Don't rape our virgin 
rainforest, we must keep it alive to survive." 

These people are very impoverished subsistence 
farmers, yet they are united in their opposition to 
the project, despite the usual promises of money 
and economic development disseminated by its 
proponents. A group of Mayan village mayors, 
known as the Alcalde Association, recently met 
with the Prime minister, and were promised only 
token concessions. Afterwards there were reports 
that "all the talk is of 'red light in the bush' (Belizian 
for monkey wrenching)." 

The villagers have proposed an alternative eco- 
nomic approach to the utilization of the Toledo 
District's natural resources. This includes devel- 
opment of organic cacao as a cash crop, selective 
harvesting of timber, and increased promotion of 



tourism. These plans are viable, profitable, and 
would contribute to the environmental, social and 
economic health of Belize as a whole. Cacao is a crop 
proven to be compatible with the maintenance of 
the forest's integrity. Because cacao grows best as an 
understory plant, organic cacao plantations leave 
much of the forest canopy in place. Thus areas of 
cacao cultivation can serve as profitable green buffer 
zones around the intact, roadless virgin forests. A 
local cooperative of farmers has already succeeded 
in securing established markets for organic cacao in 
the US and Europe. Tourism is another proven 
economic alternative to logging, as it already pro- 
vides sixty percent of Belize's current national in- 
come. The "Maya Homestay Program," a local enter- 
prise already in place, allows eco-tourists to stay in 
local Mayan households while visiting the jungles 
and ancient ruins. This logging concession will 
damage not only the environment of southern 
Belize, but also the profitability of these sustainable 
economic ventures, in addition to damaging the 
whole country's reputation as an ecotourism desti- 
nation. 

International support is crucial in stopping this 
attack on the forests and local people. Please write 
to Belizian Prime Minister Manuel Esquivel, and 
Minister of Natural Resources Dito Juan. Belize is 
very conscious of its reputation as a leader in 
ecotourism, and heretofore has been relatively sen- 
sitive to environmental concerns. Local organizers 
request that letters be respectful, and stress the 
viability of organic cacao and programs like the 
"Homestay Program" as alternatives to the exploita- 
tion of ancient forests by foreign corporations. 

Please address your letters to Prime Minister Manuel 
Esquivel, Office of the Prime Minister, Belmopan, 
Belize, Central America; Dito Juan, Minister of Natu- 
ral Resources, Office of the Minister of Natural 
Resources, Belmopan, Belize, Central America. 

For more information contact the Organic Com- 
modities Project, Attn. Stephanie Daniels, 2 N. Main 
St., Ipswitch, MA 01938; (508) 356-7714. In Belize, 
contact Will Mehia or Charles Wright, Belize Center 
for Environmental Studies; 501-7-22111. 


Brazil Reverses Indigenous Rights 


On January 8th, Brazilian President Fernando 
Cardoso signed a heinous new law that could open 
indigenous reserves to commercial exploitation. 
The law, Decree number 1775, also compromises 
the already slow process of establishing indigenous 
reservations by permitting commercial interests to 
challenge the demarcation of indigenous land. The 
new law is a negation of indigenous people's rights, 
previously guaranteed in Brazil's constitution. This 
action parallels what occurred in the United States 
during the 1800s, when the government forced 


Native Americans from their traditional lands to 
allow for commercial extraction of timber, oil, min- 
erals, and other resources. 

Decree number 1775 will likely lead to new en- 
croachments onto the gold-rich land of the 
Yanomami, Guarani and other peoples who have 
struggled for years against outside development. In 
1993, machete-wielding miners, set on exploiting 
the region's gold deposits, invaded a Yanomami 
village and murdered sixteen indigenous adults and 
children. In 1995, more than 50 Guarani youths 
committed suicide, most by hang- 
ing, as a desperate response to en- 
croachment on their land. Due to 
the lack of sufficient arable land, 
most Guarani have been forced to 
work in conditions of virtual slavery 
on cattle ranches or sugar cane plan- 
tations. Over two hundred other in- 
digenous reservations in Brazil face 
similar challenges. 

"Decree number 1775 delays the 
demarcation of new indigenous res- 
ervations, and challenges the legiti- 
macy of existing ones," says Beto 
Borges, Amazon campaign coordi- 
nator for Rainforest Action Network. 
"This will likely cause a new assault 
on the Yanomami territory by gold 
miners and other commercial inter- 
ests, and may lead to violence. It's 
the Wild West all over again, this 
time in the rainforests of Brazil. We 


must do all we can to overturn this potentially 
genocidal law." 

According to the indigenous organization Coun- 
cil for the Unity of Brazilian Indigenous People and 
Organizations (CAPOIB), 16 Indigenous areas are 
already suffering invasions which began in the two 
weeks following the decree. Says a CAPOIB spokes- 
person, "The current government has made a strong 
commitment to anti-Indian political and economic 
groups... In Brazil, Indians are under a death sen- 
tence, this time supported by a sociologist [Presi- 
dent Cardoso]." 

The Yanomami recently held an assembly to orga- 
nize resistance to politicians and economic interests 
that are working to annul Yanomami land rights. The 
Indians also decried the devastating effects of contin- 
ued invasion by gold miners who pollute the rivers 
and forests, and introduce disease. Since 1987, nearly 
twenty-five percent of the Yanomami population 
has been wiped out by contagions carried by the 
unwanted colonists. 

Article number 231 of Brazil's 1988 constitution 
recognizes the inalienable right of indigenous people 
to their ancestral lands and natural resources, and 
guarantees their right to exist as distinct cultures. In 
1991, Decree number 22 strengthened the language 
in the constitution by further delineating the pri- 
macy of indigenous rights over competing interests, 
and enforcing the demarcation of indigenous reser- 
vations based on aboriginal habitation. 

Contact the Rainforest Action Network: 4505 
Sansome, Suite 700, San Francisco, CA 94111, USA ; 
(415) 398-4404, fax (415) 398-2732. 
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In 1992 the Slovak construction lobby argued that the dam will 
eliminate the need for nuclear power and will improve shipping. In 
1995, however, Slovakia announced completion of a Chernobyl-type 
nuclear power plant at Moravce. As for improved shipping, at the time 
of this writing, shipping is at a complete standstill, because both sluices 
of the dam are broken. In one, the crown gate has collapsed due to 
under-sizing, while the other was not designed to handle ice. I visited 
the structure in February, 1996 and found the whole structure leaking. 
The 200 million cubic meters of water, dammed to an elevation of ten 
stories, are nothing less than a major accident waiting to happen. 

In view of the above developments, Hungary is now suing Slovakia 
in the International Court of Justice in The Hague. This is the first 
environmental lawsuit ever in this court. The court will probably 
rule on it this year. Hopefully, the court will rule that rivers 
are not owned by nation states, that nation states are 
not free to do as they please with them, and that the 
ecosystems of this planet are the common 
‘ treasure of all humankind. In this pre- 

cedent-setting lawsuit, the court 
js .Taiyipk should also find that upstream 
8 graHSPfpk nations are not free to exploit 
ft f&cfe and pollute rivers which are the 

i drinking water supplies of down- 

stream ones. Even more impor- 
l||pKB y tantly, the court should allow the 
representatives of the allied inter- 
/ national environmental organiza- 

tions to act as a third party and should 
consider the Compromise Plan which is a 
blueprint for resolving this conflict. 

The Compromise Plan states that after reconstruction of the now 
dangerous structure, Slovakia would gain year-round shipping, while 
receiving the same amount of electricity as today. Hungary would 
have its border river and the groundwaters of the Szigetkoz restored. 
The broader region would have its shipping and drinking water 
protected, while the international community would show that its 
institutions can guarantee the survival of critical ecosystems and can 
resolve conflict without resorting to violence. In addition, the Com- 
promise Plan would create a tri-national nature-preservation park, 
which would also become a European Free Zone — an area where the 
inhabitants can move freely without passports or visas. 

Please write to the Court and urge them to hear a detailed 
presentation of the Compromise Plan. Contact the Honorable 
Mohammed Bedjaoui, President of the International Court of 
Justice Carnegieplein 2, 2517 KJ, Den Haag, The Netherlands; fax 
011-70-3649-928. 

Bela Liptdk is a former Yale professor, the editor of the Environmental 
Engineers' Handbook and the author of Municipal Waste Disposal in 
the 1990s. Contact him at 84 Old North Stamford Road, Stamford, CT 
06905; (203) 357-7614. 


by Bela LiptAk 


As the melting snow runs down the slopes of the Alps, it is 
collected into the mighty Danube river. As the river reaches the 
Hungarian plains, it slows down, spreads out into hundreds of 
rivulets and deposits its detrital material into thousands of little 
islands. The name for this region in Hungarian is Szigetkoz 
(island-region). This region, which used to be the delta of the 
Pannon sea, has survived since the last ice age and, over the 
millennia, has developed a totally unique fauna and flora. This 
marvelous ecosystem is dying today. Death 
comes because there is little rainfall here ~ 

and the marvelously rich vegetation { * ’’ -'V 

depends on the ground waters that 1 V 
have now disappeared. S " v ■ 

According to a World Wildlife 
Fund report published in 1995, the Jr . ~ m v i 

ground water level in the Szigetkoz § ■ -> IF ■ 
region has dropped from two to ten lik g WB 

feet. The nation of Slovakia caused \ .fm 

the drop in ground water when, in V 
1992, it unilaterally rerouted the JL 

Danube from the border onto its own j. 

territory and into a sealed canal to r f\ 

build the Gabcikovo hydroelectric \ w.. 

dam. The newly democratic gov- 
emments of Hungary and Slovakia 

have developed fundamentally different attitudes toward this 
legacy of Stalinist gigantomania. Hungary sided with the environ- 
mentalists and has withdrawn its support, while the ultra-nation- 
alists in Slovakia viewed the pilfering of the border river as a means 
of building a greater Slovakia and went ahead with the project 
unilaterally and illegally. To them, this white elephant of nature- 
transforming gigantomania was not objectionable. It did not 
bother them that hydroelectric plants make little sense in the 
lowlands. 

The consequences go beyond the environment. As the fruit trees 
of the Szigetkoz are dying, so are the spirits of the people. Their 
bank-filtered wells have dried up and now drinking water has to be 
trucked to some villages. When the rich farmlands and orchards 
disappear, fewer water trucks will be needed as these villages 
become ghost towns, monuments to a cynical and prodigal age. 

One of Europe's largest drinking water reservoirs is under the 
Szigetkoz. The old riverbed has been turned into a semi-stag- 
nant sewer, and the poisoning of this reservoir is only a matter 
of time. Szigetkoz wetlands' drying up has not only destroyed 
the habitat of some 200 species, but has cut the oxygen supply 
of the river as well. As a result, the water quality of the Danube 
has plummeted, endangering the water supplies of Hungary 
and other downstream nations. 


RECLAIM 
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STREETS 


RECLAIM 
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SNOG 

NOT 

SMOG 


by Alec Smart 


superior officer admonished him. 

Another Reclaim the Streets demonstra- 
tion in Brighton is scheduled for early sum- 
mer. If 300-plus celebrated in mid-winter, 
who knows what the numbers may swell to 
when the warmer weather arrives. 


"Snog" is what one does in the backs of cinemas. 
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their problems. But a group of leading Newbury 
business people declared its opposition to the by- 
pass at a January 16 press conference. The group 
says the bypass may even worsen traffic congestion. 

There is an obvious traffic problem in Newbury — 
the same as any British town. Single-occupant cars 
clog up the road at rush hours. The 1960s "relief 
road" has long since filled up, with the town sprawl- 
ing around it. The Department of Transport's age- 
old mentality has said, "Don't bother sorting it out, 
just build yet another road." 

Fortunately, as the Independent recently reported, 


As of February 29, only 10 percent of the bypass 
had been cleared of trees, with just five and a half 
weeks left of the clearance contract to run. On 
March 8, the Highways Agency gave the contractors 
an indefinite extension because of the protests. 

Just 30 miles and three years down the road from 
Twyford Down — the infamous birthplace of the 
British direct-action anti-road movement — road 
fighters are calling their group the Third Battle of 
Newbury. The first and second battles there were 
fought by Oliver Cromwell's Roundheads against 
the Cavaliers during the civil war, which eventually 

deposed the monarchy. Three cen- — I ; ' MM? « 

turies later, today's activists at 
i Newbury are fighting a different 

sort of monarchy — the car IB « i | 
culture's dominance over trans- 

In October 1995, ex-roads min- ^jj 
ister Robert Key said the govern- 
ment would never build a road like 

yet the A34 Newbury Bypass slashes ■ 

through even more "protected" ar- 
eas. The Newbury Bypass would y|fl 
bisect wildlife and heritage sites, 
including three Sites of Special Sci- 
entific Interest (SSSIs): the Rivers 
Kennet and Lambourn and 
Snelsmore Common (a proposed 
SSSI), the River Kennet floodplain, 
two civil-war battlefield sites, Rack Marsh Nature 
Reserve, the Chase National Trust land, 12 archaeo- 
logical sites, numerous woodlands and the grounds 
of a nationally renowned school for the deaf. 

This is the first direct-action anti-road campaign 
that had extensive preparation before the bulldoz- 
ers moved in. Several thousand have signed the 
"Beat the Bulldozer" pledge list, and organizers have 
activated a full-scale nationwide "aruga" (emer- 
gency call-out). 

This road scheme is impossible to justify on either 
environmental or transport grounds. The only straw 
the government keeps cl utching is that "local people 
want it." This has never been proven. In fact the 
| only (and very recent) survey conducted by local 
•§■ business people— fed up with being spoken for by 
| big business and politicians — found that out of 500 
I local businesses, 70 percent opposed the road. If any 
a local people do "want" the A34, then it's because 
they have never been offered anything else, and 
have been sold the lie that the road will solve all 


by Romeo Alpha, Randy Ghent and Lala 

In the ongoing battle against new roads in En- 
gland, the Newbury Bypass is the road that, if 
constructed, would cause the most destruction of 
any that protestors have tried to stop. 

At Newbury, located in Berkshire, 100 miles west 
of London, protestors have built concrete "lock- 
ons" (millstones to which activists handcuff them- 
selves), underground tunnels equipped with food 
and supplies for weeks, and 50 tree houses con- 
nected by rope walkways. The largest tree house, 
dubbed the "mothership," houses a kitchen and 
sleeps 30. 

Road builders abandoned work January 9 and 10 
after protestors blockaded 400 security guards into 
their farmyard base and surrounded heavy machin- 
ery used to clear trees for the bypass. Then construc- 
tion crews took the weekend off while protestors 
flooded in from across the country. Direct action 
has continued nonstop ever since. 


Who's having more fun? 

"Britain's transport policies are to be drastically 
overhauled, as the Government's much-vaunted 
roads program runs into the sand. Ministers have 
privately decided to produce an official White Pa- 
per, which will mark the abandonment of the all- 
out promotion of the 'great car economy' instituted 
by Margaret Thatcher. The re-assessment comes as 
ministers become seriously rattled by the furor over 
the building of the Newbury bypass." 

As this goes to press, the direct action part of the 
campaign is nearing an end, with over 400 arrests 
and only two tree houses remaining. The authorities 
have been using professional climbers to pluck pro- 
testors from the trees. These climbers have been 
banned from a couple of climber training facilities 
and were openly chastised and asked to leave the 
largest annual climbers' gathering in Britain. In spite 
of this, enough climbers have cooperated with police 
to expedite the dismantling of the tree house camps. 

All totaled, the bill for security during the protests 
was more than 1,100,000 pounds. 

Even if the base camps do not survive, all is not 
lost. On March 9, hundreds of archaeologists gath- 
ered to speak out against development in a con- 
tested landscape. Because they make much of their 
living excavating sites pre-development, archaeolo- 
gists had never before spoken publicly against 
schemes like Twyford Down and Newbury that tear 
the cultural landscape to bits. 

On March 10, people put nesting boxes in trees 
along the route because trees with nesting birds 
must be protected. 

You can still help because the construction com- 
pany that may build the Newbury bypass has not yet 
been chosen. Please write or send a fax to the chief 
executives of the companies bidding for the build- 
ing contract. Cut traffic, not trees. 

Peter Mason — AMEC PLC, Sandiway House, Hart- 
ford, Northwich, Cheshire CW8 2YA, UK; Oliver 
Whitehead— ALFRED MACALPINE PLC, 8 Suffolk 
St, London SW1Y 4HG, UK; Alan Lovell— COSTAIN 
GROUP PLC, 111 Westminster Bridge Rd, London 
SE1 7UE, UK; Colin Busby— KIER GROUP PLC, 
Tempsford Hall, Station Rd, Tempsford, Sandy, 
Bedfordshire SGI 9 2BD, UK; John Gains— JOHN 
MOWLEM & CO PLC, White Lion Court, Swan St, 
Isleworth, Middlesex TW7 6RN, UK; Neville Simms — 
TARMAC PLC, Hilton Hall, Essington, 
Wolverhampton, West Midlands WV11 2BQ, UK. 

For more information, contact Third Battle of 
Newbury, POB 5520, Newbury, RG14 7YW, UK; 
Friends of the Earth, 56-58 Alma St., Luton, Beds, 
LU1 2PH, UK; or visit their website at http:// 
www.foe.co.uk/action/newbury/action.html. 

This article is being printed simultaneously in 
Auto-Free Times, POB 4347, Areata, CA 95518. 
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Outnumbered. 


Radicals Rounded Up inUK 


Additionally, the Animal Rights National Index, 
the national police squad responsible for suppress- 
ing animal liberationists and militant greens, has 
accused the Green Anarchist editors of inciting an 
arson wave by the Animal Rights Militia on the Isle 
of Wight in 1 994. The paper did nothing but report 
the incidents after the fact, just like the rest of the 
press. Apparently, under the law, they don't even 
need to write anything in particular to incite acts 
of animal liberation, they just have to sound 
generally sympathetic. 

All six arrestees are scheduled to appear before 
a Magistrate on April 17. 

One intention of the raids was to stop produc- 
tion of the Green Anarchist. A good way to show 
solidarity with those people working on the 
magazine is to subscribe. For details write to 
Lancaster Bomber, c/o BCM 1715, London, 
WC1N 3XX, UK. If you would like to purchase a 
single issue write to Autonome Dirsto, POB 
791191, New Orleans, LA 70779-1191 or Wind 
Chill Factor, POB 81961, Chicago, IL 60688. 

Another way to support the activists is to send 
donations to the Bust Fund c/o Green A narchist at 
the same address as the Lancaster Bomber above. 

For more information, contact Rabbix, BM 
Heal, London, WC1N 3XX, UK. 


by Leslie Hemstreet 

After a long campaign of harassment against 
environmental and animal rights activists, Brit- 
ish authorities simultaneously broke down doors 
of homes and offices all across the United King- 
dom on January 16. The raids resulted in six 
arrests including four editors of Britain's most 
militant eco-newspaper, Green Anarchist; the edi- 
tor of the Animal Liberation Front's Supporters 
Group Newsletter (SG); and the press officer for 
the Animal Liberation Front (ALF). Despite the 
arrests occurring hundreds of miles apart, all six 
activists were taken to one of two neighboring 
police stations and were charged with conspiracy 
to incite criminal damage by publication. 

This charge was used to temporarily suppress 
SG in 1988 by jailing its editor for two years. In 
1987 an ALF activist got a ten-year prison sen- 
tence for the same charge. 

All of the raid victims have been released on 
conditional bail but are wasting huge amounts 
of time on their cases that could otherwise be 
spent on activism. To make matters worse, the 
police have seized much of SG's equipment, 
including the main computer, which they refuse 
to release, claiming they need it as evidence. 


photo by Alec Smart 




Chemical Warfare Headed to Missouri 

» 


BY JlLLIAN BORCHARD AND ERIC HEMPEL 

On February 5, the Student Environmental 
Action Coalition (SEAC) in Missouri kicked off a 
campaign opposing the US Army's transfer of 
their Chemical Weapons Training School from 
Fort McClellan in Alabama to Fort Leonard Wood 
in the heart of the Ozark Mountains and the 
Mark Twain National Forest of Missouri. The 
Chemical Weapons Training School involves 
obscurant training, chemical decontamination 
training and radiological training, all of which 
pose severe threats to human health and the 
environment. 

Obscurant training means playing war games 
in zero visibility and requires the use of fog 
made from oil similar to 20 weight motor oil. 

The Army has received a permit to use 65,000 
gallons of fog oil per year. The Missouri Clear Air 
Commission had to grant a special waiver of the 
state's opacity regulations to allow the permit to 
be issued. 

Chemical decontamination training involves 
the use of equipment that has been contaminated 
by highly toxic chemicals to be manufactured at 
Fort Leonard Wood. The contaminated equip- 
ment would be "destroyed" in a hazardous waste 
incinerator that is deceptively called a Thermal 
Treatment Unit by the Army, thus avoiding the 
strict regulations that are required for a hazardous 
waste incinerator. The permit for the Thermal 
treatment Unit was issued without public review. 

Additional environmental concerns associated 
with the Chemical Weapons School include 
impacts to the endangered Indiana bat and the 
Ozark cavefish. A major bat cave is located in Ft. 
Leonard Wood and their numbers have dwindled 
from 20,000 to under 1,000 over the last ten 
years, probably due to a reduction in water 
quality. The cavefish is also in decline and is 
dependent on bat guano for survival. Fog oil and 
toxic chemicals will pollute the nearby Big Piney, 
Gasconade and Roubidoux rivers, thus impacting 
the recovery of these endangered species and 
contaminating the drinking supply. 


The campaign kick-off began with a press 
conference held in St. Louis featuring representa- 
tives from SEAC, Coalition for the Environment, 
American Friends Service Committee, Citizens 
Against US Imperialism, and SNAIL (a coalition of 
St. Louis high school environmental groups). 
Students then went to Jefferson City, Missouri's 
state capitol, where others were already meeting 
with the Air Pollution Control Division of the 
Department of Natural Resources (DNR). At 
noon, students and other concerned citi- 
zens gathered on the front steps of the 
state's capitol to hold a rally. Televi- 
sion news coverage described the 
event as a group of angry students, 
while simultaneously showing close- 
ups of smiling faces. 

The meeting with the Missouri 
DNR air quality group and those of us 
representing SEAC was held to discuss 
the permits they had granted to 
the Army. The DNR supervisor 
was asked about the record speed 
at which the applications were 
reviewed and the permits written 
and approved. He assured us that it 
was not a "rush job" and that no 
corners were cut. This, however, 
is contradicted by the fact that the 
pressure to meet the Army's dead- 
line was so great that the permit 
team had to be tripled in size and 
work overtime on nights and Satur- 
days. When asked who was pressuring 
the team to write the permits in such a 
hurry, we were told it was the head of the 
DNR, David Shorr, who was appointed by the 
Governor. 

The next line of questions concerned the wolf 
in sheep's clothing: the Thermal Treatment Unit. 
We were assured once again that no corners were 
cut and that if the facility should have been 
classified as a hazardous waste incinerator, it 
would have been. This finding has been appealed 
by numerous public interest groups. When 


questioned about the emissions from the incin- 
erator (which include dioxin), we were told that it 
is a "non-air-pollution issue" because of the low 
level of the emissions. 

The discussion then turned to the smoke from 
the obscurant training. In a poor attempt to 
comfort us, we were told that fog oil is much like 
baby oil. Yet the Army's own 
testing of the oil reveals 
lethal, mutagenic and 
physiological effects on 
living systems — baby 
oil indeed! The DNR 
also outlined the 
strict guidelines the 
Army is supposed 
to follow when 
using their smoke 
generators, and 
attempted to con- 
vince us of their ability 
and authority to regulate 
the Army's actions. How- 
ever, we question the ability of 
this agency to enforce the regula- 
tions since the Army has apparently 
commandeered DNR authority on 
several regulatory issues. 

Our final question for the DNR was to find 
out how they consider their actions to maintain 
a healthy environment. To this they replied, "We 
have the job of allocating the air and water 
resource, you can use it a little and you can 
pollute it a little. We are not in the business of 
maintaining pristine air and water." Does that 
raise the hair on your neck, or what!?! 

Please help: The DNR claims that because the 
permits are under appeal, we cannot have access to 
their records. Freedom of Information Act requests 
are being filed for all available public records. 

Please encourage the DNR to cooperate with the 
concerned public and to protect, not pollute our 
National Forest. Write to David Shorr, Director, 
Dept, of Natural Resources, POB 176, Jefferson 
City, MO 65102-0176. 



Sewage Dumping Threat in SoCal, cont... 

continued from page 7 

of California's Natural Reserve System (UCNRS). Most of the marsh was 
destroyed to make open ponds for ducks so that hunters could easily blast their 
unlucky prey. These ponds are now the possession of the IRWD and are part of 
their insidious plan to grow aquatic plants they claim will remove residual 
nitrogen and phosphate from their gray water, thus supposedly making it clean 
enough to dump into the San Diego Creek and thus the Back Bay. 

The public appreciation of the Back Bay and marsh must certainly have been 
in the minds of the IRWD when they were contriving to purge themselves of 
their sewage water. Their first transparent plan was to take part in what still 
exists separately as the "Marsh Enhancement Project," which was to examine 
and implement a much needed restoration of the marsh area. When the IRWD 



realized that the hired consultants were actually planning a well-thought-out 
restoration they came up with their own heinous plan to dump their effluent 
through the UCNRS marsh. Appropriately, UCNRS pulled out of the plan and 
told the IRWD they didn't want to see a single drop of reclaimed sewage in their 
reserve. As a knee-jerk reaction, the IRWD came up with a tactic well known to 
those familiar with California's environmental review process, CEQA (the 
California Environmental Quality Act), they wrote a "negative declaration," 
claiming that nothing bad would happen if they dumped all their excess treated 
sewage into the Back Bay. This plan, however, didn't go over well with biologists 
and citizens, as well as the California Department of Fish and Game. The IRWD 
soon realized they would have to do a full-blown CEQA Environmental Impact 
Report (EIR) for the project they Orwellianly call "The Wetlands Water Supply 
Project." This plan puts a fig leaf over the naked truth, claiming the project is 
necessary to provide open water for migratory waterfowl when it's actually just 
a pollution dumping project. 

Folks, I'm afraid to say that even with massive public opposition .and 
participation in the EIR process, the EIR is now complete and accepted in the 
eyes of the IRWD. (CEQA allows them to approve their own EIR!) It is expected 
that the necessary permits from the Regional Water Quality Control Board and 
California Department of Fish and Game will soon be granted, allowing 
construction to begin and the first trial runs to be made. 

The most frequently voiced concerns about the project include the increase 
in nitrogen loading, the effect of the vastly increased freshwater flow to the bay, 
and the safety to humans and critters from viruses remaining in the "treated" 
sewage (there is a public beach in the Back Bay). These concerns were dismissed 
regardless of how may times they were mentioned at public hearings and in 
written comments. 

The most organized opposition to the IRWD's plans now comes from a group 
of citizens called Defend the Bay who are currently educating people and the 
media, and are ready to file a lawsuit challenging the project if final efforts to 
stop it fail. They were influential in obtaining the backing of the City of 
Newport Beach whose city council unanimously oppose the IRWD scheme. 

If the IRWD is allowed to go through with altering the natural processes of the 
Back Bay what estuary is safe? A horrible precedent is set with this project and 
it must be stopped! 

To help and/or donate money or if you have information about similar 
problems in another estuary contact Defend the Bay at 471 Old Newport Blvd., 
Suite 200, Newport Beach, CA 92663; (714) 722-7822. 
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The Last Stand for Headwaters Forest and Endangered Species 




In the coastal ranges of northern California, the 
tallest of all living beings - the ancient redwoods - 
are crashing towards extinction. Myriad creatures 
depend on these dense canopies, clear streams and 
rich soils for their continued survival. Ancient 
forests provide some of the last refuges for 
endangered species, and set the stage for raging 
battles over property rights, biodiversity and the 
enforcement of environmental laws designed to 
protect endangered species and their habitat. 

The Headwaters Forest area encompasses 76,000 
acres in the Elk River and Salmon Creek watersheds, 
and includes the pristine 3,000-acre Headwaters 
Grove - the last unprotected ancient redwood forest 
on Earth. The majestic ancient trees of Headwaters 
have thrived undisturbed for thousands of years. 

Today this ancient forest is owned by corporate 
predator Charles Hurwitz of Maxxam Corporation, 
who threatens to log the ancient groves for profit. 

The fate of Headwaters and the marbled murrelet and 
coho salmon who depend on its giant trees and 
pristine streams rests with the persistence and 
creativity of the grassroots environmental movement 
and the enforcement of environmental laws. 

The predicament of Headwaters exemplifies the 
plight of wilderness at the hands of the current US 
Congress, which is hell-bent on dismantling the 
Endangered Species Act and evading laws with 
salvage riders and other anti-environmental 
legislation. 

Headwaters Forest demonstrates why species 
need a strong Endangered Species Act (ESA). The 
federal Act, authorized by a bipartisan vote in 1973, is 
often called the nation’s premier environmental law. 

The intent of the law is straightforward: 

“Congress finds and declares that various 
species have been rendered extinct as a 
consequence of economic growth and 
development untempered by adequate 
concern and conservation.... The purposes 
are to provide a means whereby the 
ecosystems upon which endangered species 
depend may be conserved.” 

The US Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) is the 
federal agency entrusted with listing species, designating 
critical habitat, developing and implementing recovery 
plans, and enforcing the law. 

Most citizens like to believe that the ESA is sacred 
and inviolate, and that an effective government and 
scientific team is hard at work ensuring that North 
America’s heritage of diverse wildlife flourishes for the 
benefit of future generations. In fact, species protection 
has been floundering since Congress failed to reauthorize 
the Act in 1992. The reauthorization process has been 
hijacked by the Republican revolt, with bad bills 
introduced to repeal or seriously weaken the landmark 
legislation. Under political pressure, the FWS attempts to 
forge compromise “solutions” with industry which allow 
business as usual to continue, circumventing the ESA 
and destroying habitat. Meanwhile, because the Clinton 
administration and regulatory agencies like FWS 
continually fail to enforce the Act, watchdog groups like 
EPIC are forced to seek protection for endangered species 
in the courts. 

The Fish and Wildlife Service Guts the Act 

When the FWS figured out that the courts and 
activists were going to enforce the ESA with or without 
them, it decided to replace the Act with its own 
regulations. The FWS has quietly erected its own 
corporation-friendly shadow ESA. First it guaranteed 
habitat loss with economically driven Habitat 


‘Save Headwaters Forest” poster by photographer Doug Thron, available 
in full color from EPIC. See back page for ordering information. 


Conservation Plans on private lands, and then it 
dismantled the listing process. Enforcement of the ESA 
- including protection of listed and candidate species, 
development of recovery plans, and designation of critical 
habitat - has been halted by a combination of budget 
cuts, political maneuvers, and policy reforms at the 
agency level. 

Early in 1994, the FWS placed 
a moratorium on adding species to 
the endangered list. Conceding to 
an exaggerated assessment of the 
economic costs of conservation, 
the moratorium was touted as a 
“cooling off’ period designed to 
appease opponents of the Act. This 
strategy of conceding ground at 
the opening of negotiations has 
become a full-scale retreat from 
the intent of the ESA, crippling its 
effectiveness. 

Under Clinton, the FWS has 
prioritized delisting species which 
has halted research on many 
candidate species that would 
eventually lead to listing. FWS 
unilaterally dropped its Candidate 
Two and Three lists, eliminating 
more than 4,000 vulnerable species 
from consideration for listing. Then 


the FWS decided to deny listing petitions for 
Candidate One species unless the petitions present 
new information unknown to the agency. This 
doesn’t make sense since a Candidate One species, 
by definition, is already known to merit threatened 
or endangered status. Under the new rules, the 
agency can decide existing evidence is not 
conclusive and close the books on many species. 

FWS has also begun signing Memorandums of 
Understanding which authorize states and counties 
to decide if development projects adversely affect 
species. Projects are freed from ESA requirements in 
favor of voluntary “conservation agreements” which 
seek to “balance conservation and development 
goals.” These so-called Habitat Conservation Plans 
legalize the taking of endangered species and the 
destruction of critical habitat. 

FWS is also proposing to exempt many public 
projects of the US Forest Service and Bureau of 
Land Management from ESA oversight, and to make 
review by FWS discretionary. The moratorium on 
listing species, abuse of the HCP process, and 
delegation of authority to state governments are 
making it increasingly difficult for public input or 
citizen lawsuits to ensure adequate species 
protection under the ESA. 

The political climate of the 104th Congress does 
not bode well for the Act and the species it strives to 
preserve. The salvage logging rider and other anti- 
environmental riders attached to budget bills aim to 
dismantle decades of environmental protections. 
Despite the loopholes in the ESA, it is the major 
legal mechanism to protect endangered species. 

As Congress and Big Business try to gut the 
ESA, it is important for grassroots environ- 
mentalists and biodiversity experts to rally for a 
stronger Act. Corporate greed and the agencies’ 
failure to enforce the law have destroyed countless 
ecosystems and brought species to the brink of 
extinction. There is a lack of leadership and unity 
among the national environmental groups. It is up 
to the grassroots to demand a strong ESA that 
expedites listing species, designates critical habitat 
and develops recovery plans when species are listed, 
ensures adequate funding for conservation activities 
and strengthens enforcement provisions. 

Legislation and economics can change, but 


EXTINCTION IS FOREVER! 


The September 15th rally for Headwaters Forest at the Pacific Lumber I Maxxam mill in 
Carlotta, CA. 264 were arrested in peaceful civil disobedience, the largest in the history of 
the US forest preservation movement. Photo: Northcoast Environmental Center 









The recovery of the bald eagle is often trumpeted as a 
success story of the ESA. In fact, bald eagle and 
peregrine falcon populations have risen because of a 
DDT ban, not the ESA. Photo: Adrian Dorst 

The Biodiversity 
of Headwaters Forest 

Headwaters Forest, now owned by Maxxam Corp., 
contains the last unprotected ancient redwood grove on 
Earth. It is prime habitat for many species, including 
the threatened marbled murrelet. 

A diversity of habitats exists in the Headwaters 
Forest, including lowland riparian forests, ancient 
redwood forests, upland prairies, oak woodlands, residual 
old-growth redwood and Douglas fir, and second-growth 
stands. They are home for a variety of animals, plants, 
and microorganisms. 

The streams that flow from Headwaters to 
Humboldt Bay are still home to native runs of 
threatened coho salmon and steelhead, and imperiled 
amphibians such as the Pacific giant salamander, tailed 
frog, and Olympic salamander. The mammals that live 
in Headwaters include the California black bear, Pacific 
fisher, mountain lion, coyote, black-tail deer, flying 
squirrel, and red tree vole. Birds include the northern 
spotted owl, marbled murrelet, osprey, goshawk, and 
migratory and resident songbird populations. Tree 
species in the forest include coast redwood, Douglas fir, 
grand fir, western red cedar, Pacific yew, western 
hemlock, madrone, red alder, tanoak, California bay laurel 
and vine maple. An abundance of plants and ferns blankets 
the forest floor. 

These old-growth forests contain mycorrhizal fungi, 
invertebrates and microorganisms that cannot exist in 
cut-over forestlands. Many of the species found in 
Headwaters are listed by the state and/or federal 
government as endangered or threatened, and others are 
candidates for listing. 



Roosevelt elk used to roam the redwood region in large 
numbers. Now they are primarily found in parks. Elk River, 
as the name suggests, once provided habitat for an abundant 
herd. A small herd is rumored to still exist there. Photo: Tom 
and Pat Leeson 


Give or Tak 

The Endangered Species Act and 



In California 45 percent of threatened northern spotted owls 
live in mature forests on nonfederal lands. In order to achieve 
recovery of the owl it is imperative to protect the species on 
both public and corporate lands. Here a spotted owl perches in 
Headwaters’ Owl Creek Grove. Photo: Doug Thron 

Rare Animals of the 
Ancient Redwood Forest 

California red tree vole 
Northern flying squirrel 
Pacific fisher 
Pine marten 
Roosevelt elk 

Townsend’s western big-eared bat 
Coast cutthroat trout 
Coho salmon 
Del Norte salamander 
Foothill yellow-legged frog 
Northern red-legged frog 
Northwestern pond turtle 
Torrent salamander 
Tailed frog 
Bald eagle 
Cooper’s hawk 
Golden eagle 
Great blue heron 
Great egret 
Marbled murrelet 



Just 100 years ago, the ancient redwood forest spanned more than two i 
of Salmon Creek and the Little South Fork of the Elk River, shown here 
some of the very last wild populations of coho salmon in California. Ph> 


Saving Headwaters Can Help Sa 

Coho (silver) salmon are born in fresh water, migrate to the 
ocean as juveniles, then return as adults to their natal streams 
to spawn. The historical range of coho salmon on the West 
Coast includes coastal rivers and streams from Alaska to 
northern California. In California, the naturally spawned adult 
coho salmon population has been reduced to approximately one 
percent of its historic size, which was approximately 200,000 to 
500,000 in the 1940s. 

The coho salmon is joining the marbled murrelet and the 
Northern spotted owl as a grim reminder of the ongoing 
destruction of our coastal forest ecosystem. Activists are uniting 
across the Pacific Northwest to protect and restore the forest 
habitat which once supported magnificent runs of salmon. One 
hundred years of managing strictly for resource extraction has 
been disastrous for the coho. This failure to protect salmon 
habitat has been an economic disaster. As recently as the 1970s, 
California’s coho fishery produced over 70 million dollars a year. 
Since 1994, commercial coho fishing has been shut down. 

Coho are dependent on cool, clear, sustained flows and the 
stable structural elements of streams in old-growth forests. 

More than 106 native Pacific salmon stocks are now extinct, and 
214 more are at risk of extinction. Causes of the declines in 


Northern goshawk 
Northern spotted owl 
Osprey 

Peregrine falcon 
Purple martin 
Ruffed grouse 
Sharp-shinned hawk 
Vaux’s swift 
Yellow warbler 
Yellow-breasted chat 



EPIC petitioned to list the southern torrent 
salamander because forest practices destroy its 
habitat. Photo: EPIC files. 





The pine marten 
was once 
bountiful in 
the redwood 
region. It 
was among 
the 

thousands 
of species 
awaiting 

listing as threatened or endangered 
which were recently dropped by the 
US Fish & Wildlife Service. Photo: 
Tom & Pat Leeson 


The northern 
flying 
squirrel is 
not just the 
cutest critter 
in the old- 
growth forest; 
it helps cycle 
nutrients by eating 
lichen and is in turn 
a primary food of the 
northern spotted owl. Photo: J.W. 
Grace, USES 


Clear, 
clean 
streams 
like this 
in the 

Headwaters 
Forest provide 
critical habitat for 
many rare species. Photo: Gn 
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e a Species 

the Ancient Redwood Ecosystem 


Once a living symbol of California’s wildlands, the grizzly 
bear no longer roams the state. Now the grizzly can only be 
found on the state flag and statues like this, which someone 
aptly painted “EXTINCT.” Photo: David Cross 


‘‘Habitat Conservation Plans” 
Legalize Habitat Destruction 


In 1982, the federal ESA was amended to allow the 
US Fish & Wildlife Service (FWS) to issue “incidental 
take permits” to habitat-destroying industries which 
submit Habitat Conservation Plans (HCPs). This 
legalizes the killing of endangered species and the 
destruction of habitat, provided that the real estate 
tycoon or timber baron filing the HCP pays for 
restoration of damaged areas and attempts to restore 
nearby lands. Corporations that profit from 
transforming viable ecosystems into tract housing, 
clearcuts and tree plantations can hardly be trusted to 
initiate habitat restoration. What may have seemed like 
the beginning of community-based solutions to conflicts 
with development has become one of the most powerful 
tools with which developers and the timber industry can 
evade the ESA. 

To strengthen the Act and protect species, EPIC 
proposes that the section of the ESA allowing HCPs be 
repealed. Failing repeal, FWS should rename the HCPs 
“Habitat Depletion Compromises” and add the following 
essential provisions: 

1) Give citizens greater access to HCP planning and 
implementation. 

2) Decisions on proposed boundary modifications 
should be based solely on maximum likelihood of 
ensuring recovery and survival of the species in the 
wild. 

3) Measurable and quantifiable recovery goals must be 
stated in the “incidental” take permit and in the HCP. 
Projects which fail to meet measurable goals and 
deadlines should be canceled. 

4) Independent scientific monitoring and evaluation of 
the HCP applicant’s performance should be funded by 
the FWS, not the developer. 

5) HCPs should protect species at all life stages and in 
all behaviors. 


The marbled murrelet was a plaintiff in EP/C’s victorious 
federal lawsuit which established that habitat modification 
constitutes a “take" and the Endangered Species Act does 
indeed apply to corporate lands. Photo: Gus Van Vliet 


Last Unprotected California 
Stronghold of the Marbled Murrelet 


The threatened marbled murrelet is a small seabird 
which flies inland to nest on the mossy limbs of old- 
growth trees. During the past century California’s 
murrelet population dropped from 60,000 to 
approximately 6,500 individuals. Pacific Lumber’s (PL) 
ancient redwood groves in Humboldt County are one of 
three remaining nesting areas in California. 

PL recently developed and submitted a Habitat 
Conservation Plan (HCP) for the marbled murrelet on its 
land. The HCP is essentially a 300-page timber harvest 
plan, under which PL proposes to cut all 7,654 acres of 
known old-growth murrelet habitat on its property over 
a 35-year period. This includes all of the old-growth and 
residual forests in the Headwaters Forest area. 

Biologist C.J. Ralph states, “I have seen no bird as 
closely tied to a forest type. They are entirely dependent 
on old growth.” According to Ralph, the murrelet’s 
reproduction in California is too low to keep up with 
mortality, and the probability of extinction is high. 
According to biologist Kim Nelson, “The location and 
habitat characteristics of the Headwaters Forest, coupled 
with the fact that little suitable habitat remains in the 
historic range of the species in California, make the 
acquisition and preservation of the Headwaters Forest 
key to the survival and recovery of the murrelet in 
California.” 


lion acres. Today less than 100,000 acres remain. The watersheds 
<m their source in the Headwaters Forest to Humboldt Bay, support 
: Doug Thron/Lighthawk 

e the Coho Salmon in California 

>astal coho populations include degradation of habitat due to 
iss of stream-side vegetation, filling of wetlands, decline in 
ater quality of small streams, and competition from hatchery- 
fown coho salmon. 

One of California’s five best wild, naturally spawning coho 
ilmon runs faces extinction from the potential logging of the 
ristine ancient redwoods of Headwaters Forest and the Elk 
iver forests downstream. The Elk River originates within the 
,000-acre Headwaters Grove, and supports California’s best 
:maining natural wild run of coho salmon spawning on private 
nd. Protecting the remaining healthy runs of coho is crucial 
» a viable recovery effort. 

Because the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) 
alayed listing coho salmon as threatened in the Pacific 
orthwest, a coalition of 27 fisheries and environmental groups 
Jed NMFS in federal court to force the listing in a timely 
>anner as required by the ESA. The judge ruled that NMFS 
olated the ESA by failing to list the species. However, the 
idge accepted the lengthy NMFS timeline to list the species, 
hich the coalition is appealing, in hopes of setting a precedent 
rat would require federal agencies to respond to petitions to list 
)ecies within the two-year framework outlined in the ESA. 


Inalienable Rights for All Species! 

In order to fulfill the Endangered Species Act’s purpose of returning species to biologically sustainable 
population levels, serious changes to the ESA are needed in the following areas: 


The red tree vole spends its whole life in the 
tree tops of ancient forests. Photo: Mike 
Wotten, courtesy of the Burke Museum 


camoflagued tailed frog 
is among the oldest 
species of 

ancient forests. 
Photo: EPIC files. 


The Pacific fisher, a medium-sized 
member of the weasel family, 
prefers the old-growth forests 
which provide critical habitat for 
its prey and shelter from its 
predators. Photo: USFS 


Trillium by Larry Eifert 





Support EPiC's Work to 
Protect Headwaters 

P.O. Box 397, Garberville CA 95542 
TEL: (707) 923-2931 FAX: (707) 923-4210 
epic@igc.apc.org • http://165.247.202.35/epic 

□ I want to join EPIC! 

$25 $50 $100 $500 

$15 for student / low income / senior 
Your contribution is tax-deductible. 

□ I’ve enclosed $ for “Save Headwaters 

Forest” posters ($10/ea.) as shown on page 1. 

□ Send me action alerts about Headwaters Forest 
Name 


Address 

City 

Phone _ 
Email 
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Pacific Lumber tried to move on the 
headwaters of Salmon Creek and the 
little South Fork of the Elk, EPIC went 
bade to court, never fitiling to secure a 
temporary injunction and winning every 
trial yet held. Garbemlie’s home-grown 
environmental organization was sorry it 
didn’t stop Charles Hurwitz from cut- 
the test of his trees, but it took pride 
iving kicked his ass in court and 

intact. 
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from “The Last Stand” by David Harris, Feb. 961 


Debt for Nature - Jail for Hurwitz! 


In 1985 the Texas-based Maxxam Corporation 
orchestrated a hostile takeover of family-owned Pacific 
Lumber (PL) using junk bonds. Almost immediately, 
Hurwitz nearly tripled the rate of cutting ancient 
redwoods to pay off the loans and junk bonds used to 
finance his corporate raid. If there was any doubt about 
Hurwitz’ intentions, it was cleared up when he raided the 
employee pension fund and told PL workers, “There is 
the story of the golden rule: he who 
has the gold rules.” 

Since the takeover, Headwaters 
Forest has been under siege. Lawsuits, 
direct action, and legislation have 
hampered logging but ultimately failed 
to curb Maxxam’s ravenous appetite for redwood lumber. 
Now the fate of the largest unprotected redwood forest in 
the world may rest in the hands of an unlikely savior, the 
Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC). On 
August 2, 1995, the FDIC Filed a $250 million claim 
against Charles Hurwitz, CEO of Maxxam, which 
condemns his business practices and his “pattern of 
deceptive financial reporting.” The claim is based on 
Hurwitz’ role in the $1.6-billion failure of United Savings 
Association of Texas, a looted Savings and Loan which 
required bailout by American taxpayers. 


Environmentalists call for a “Debt for Nature” swap 
in which the government acquires Headwaters in partial 
repayment of this debt. Can the FDIC stop the forest 
from falling victim to corporate greed? The redwoods of 
Humboldt County are a long way from the boardrooms of 
Houston, the Wall Street stock exchange, federal court, 
and the marble halls of Congress, but the FDIC claim 
could determine whether Headwaters Forest survives. 

In December of 1995 
the federal Office of 
Thrift Supervision (OTS) 
filed civil charges against] 
Charles Hurwitz and 
former directors and 
officers of two Texas savings and loans that went 
bankrupt after they were taken over by entities that 
Hurwitz controlled. OTS Filed 13 separate charges of 
violating federal regulations and engaging in unsafe and 
unsound practices. The government suit is seeking 
unspecified restitution for these alleged illegal acts, as 
well as $889,000 in civil penalties. It further seeks 
prohibition from future banking involvement of all six 
individuals charged. This is a giant leap forward for the 
Debt for Nature campaign and forces Maxxam to get 
serious about a swap. 




WHAT YOU CAN DO 

1. Please write or call Secretary of the Interior Bruce 
Babbitt and President Bill Clinton, urging them to 
pursue all strategies to preserve the Headwaters Forest, 
including a Debt for Nature swap. 

2. Tell them that citizens oppose handing over control 
of the Federal Endangered Species Act to the states. 
Remind them that this is an election year and that the 
environment is a winning ticket. 

Bruce Babbitt, Dept, of Interior, 1849 C St. NW 
Washington, DC 20240 (202) 208-7351 

President Clinton, The White House, 

Washington DC 20500 (202) 456- 1111 



Rabblerouser Casey Neill played at the Headwaters rally on 
September 15, 1995, at the Pacific Lumber mill in Carlotta, 
CA and had nearly 2,500 people “ dancing on the ruins of 
multinational corporations.” Photo: Nick Wilson 


The Epic Battle to • 
Save Headwaters 

In the decade since Headwaters was “discovered” by 
corporate raider Charles Hurwitz, CEO of Maxxam 
Corporation, and environmental activists, an epic battle 
has unfolded between those who want the last vestiges of 
wilderness preserved and those who want to destroy the 
Final remnants of the great forest for profit. 

The people of California’s North Coast know Charles 
Hurwitz and Maxxam will evade the law to turn a profit. 
Twice in 1992, the company illegally cut hundreds of 
ancient redwood trees in the old-growth grove of Owl 
Creek. Both logging sprees were eventually stopped by 
court injunctions sought by the Environmental 
Protection Information Center (EPIC). EPIC has 
successfully sued Maxxam eight times to preserve 
Headwaters Forest and the endangered species in it. The 
federal and state Endangered Species Acts have been 
critical in defending species and habitat in the courts. 

In February 1995 a judge ruled in EPIC’s federal 
lawsuit Marbled Murrelet v. Pacific Lumber that logging 
in the Owl Creek grove of Headwaters Forest would 
threaten the murrelet by adversely impacting its old- 
growth nesting habitat. The ruling permanently enjoins 
the logging plan in Owl Creek grove, concluding that its 
implementation would sufficiently “harm” and “harass” 
the murrelet and constitute a “take” of the species under 
the Endangered Species Act. The judge concluded that 
harvesting Owl Creek grove “or any other signiFicant 
portion of the marbled murrelet’s critical nesting habitat 
in southern Humboldt County, will result in a high 
probability that the remaining population of marbled 
murrelets in this region will become extinct.” 

This victorious ruling was a sweeping indictment of 
the practices of PaciFic Lumber and its corporate parent 
Maxxam, citing fraudulent wildlife surveys and illegal 
logging operations. The ruling sets a powerful precedent 
that the ESA should indeed protect species on corporate 
lands. Tragically, days after the Owl Creek victory, PL 
announced plans to begin “salvage logging” in 
Headwaters under a timber harvest plan exemption 
which the California Department of Forestry approved. 

On September 15, 1995, the Coalition to Save 
Headwaters Forest rallied over 2,000 outraged citizens in 
a major public demonstration at Pacific Lumber’s 
Carlotta mill to protest plans to salvage log Headwaters. 
During the rally EPIC’s lawyers obtained a temporary 
restraining order until EPIC could argue its case. 

Later that month a federal judge issued a 
Preliminary Injunction halting salvage logging of ancient 
and “residual old-growth” redwood forests on Pacific 
Lumber Company land. He cited evidence “sufficient to 
show a likelihood of jeopardizing” endangered species. 
The ruling temporarily protects nearly 50,000 acres of PL 
forestland, critical habitat for the marbled murrelet and 
northern spotted owl, until the federal trial. 

Meanwhile, PL is continuing its assault on 
Headwaters by submitting timber harvest plans that 
would clearcut occupied murrelet groves and carve a 
road into the heart of the Headwaters Grove. On the 
northern boundary of Headwaters, Sierra Pacific 
Industries (the largest landholder in California) is clear- 
cutting a buffer area. EPIC plans to keep defending our 
winged allies against the greed of these corporate giants. 
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Environmental Protection 
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Fish-Fry at the PC Corral 



Birmingham, Alabama — Down here in the Deep 
South, the forest reform movement is building 
steam. While activists still have a long way to go, 
grassroots organizations are starting to put some of 
the region's more critical issues on the map. Re- 
cently, the Native Forest Network, in a highly pub- 
licized action, stopped a ship bound for Japan from 
taking on woodchips, alerting many Alabamans to 
the fact that the largest exporter of hardwood chips 
in the US was right in their neighborhood. Last 
month, the Rainforest Action Network blocked a 
shipment of illegally logged mahogany lumber from 
being unloaded in Savannah. These actions gar- 
nered good regional media coverage and are help- 
ing to frame the debate about the timber industry 
violation of environmental laws and human rights 
in the American South and the Amazon basin. 

And these strategies are working. A recent article 
in the International Journal of Commerce credited 
US and Brazilian grassroots organizations with an 
increase in the enforcement of environmental laws 
on the books in Brazil and a drop in demand by US 
consumers, resulting in fewer mahogany imports. 
Let's keep up the pressure. Southern groups have 
their work cut out for them. The timber industry has 
targeted the Southeast for massive timber extrac- 
tion as they abandon the Northwest's fast-disap- 
pearing old-growth forests. Working together, we 
can hold them accountable for their actions. 

While we're talking about working together, the 
big issue on everyone's mind down here at the 
moment is not logging but fishing. It seems that the 
People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals (PET A) 
has launched a very visible and contentious cam- 
paign against bass fishing, and are sabotaging bass- 
fishing derbys. For forest activists, this should be a 
matter of concern. Alliances with both recreational 
and professional fishing organizations have been a 
goal of the forest conservation movement since its 
inception. Unfortunately, it is not at all uncommon 
for people around here to con- 
fuse the goals of the animal 
rights movement with those of 
the conservation movement. 

The two are very different. 

I'm don't want to make a 
value judgment here because I 
believe that many of PETA's 
issues are important for soci- 
ety. Practices such as factory 
farming and predator hunts do 
have important implications 
for habitat conservation. But 
PETA supporters approach 
these issues from a vastly dif- 
ferent perspective. Supporters 
of PETA tend to concern them- 
selves with the rights of indi- 
vidual animals, while conser- 
vationists are concerned with 
populations of wild animals 
and the habitat they need for 
survival. While I believe we 
still have a long way to go in 
changing the way we relate to 
animals in our industrial soci- 
ety, I also believe that we have 
to set priorities in how we do 
that. There are over 500 species 
of plants and animals in this region on the endan- 
gered species list and many more that are threat- 
ened with extinction. None of them are in the bass 
family. In fact, there are both large mouth and small 
mouth bass in every drainage in the South. It's hard 
to find a fish that is doing better. 

It shocks me how many animal rights activists use 
the exact tone of voice and the same tactics as 
Operation Rescue activists often do. One group 
proclaims that meat is murder and any one who eats 
it is a murderer, the other proclaims that abortion is 
murder and abortionists are murderers who should 
be killed. Building a grassroots environmental move- 
ment means building alliances. Hunting and fish- 
ing groups are an important part of that alliance. 
Rather than telling people that they are murderers, 


we need to work with them and help 
educate them to the real threats to the 
environment posed by corporate greed 
and public apathy. 

Fishing happens to be one of the few 
outdoor activities that average citizens can 
enjoy without trashing the environment, 
not that bass fishing in the South is a 
pretty sight. True, there's too many noisy 
motorboats, too much litter and often 
little reverence for nature. But these issues 
can be addressed without outlawing fish- 
ing. This is what really makes people fear 
the environmental movement. They think 
we want to outlaw anything fun. Plus, sportfishing 
itself is endangered because of water pollution and 
excessive logging, and people who fish are becom- 
ing more angry about it. 

Couldn't PETA spend more energy fighting corpo- 
rate hog and chicken farming — which might actu- 
ally build alliances with rural Southerners worried 
about water pollution and the viability of the family 
farm? The fact that these people like to eat fried fish 
and porkchops makes them immoral? Get a grip. 
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Of all the pieces that I've written since I started 
this column, none has received more attention than 
the one on Greenpeace. Since it ran I've talked to 
dozens of former and current Greenpeace staffers, 
both here in the US and throughout the world. 
Although there was disagreement with some of 
what 1 wrote, almost everyone I talked to seemed to 
agree that something was terribly wrong in the US 
office of Greenpeace. 

There were also a few complaints from active 
Greenpeace campaigners. This type of criticism only 
serves to make a hard job more difficult. Perhaps I 
should have kept to the subject of strategy and 
vision instead of broadsiding the few good cam- 
paigns that are active. My beef is 
not with the campaigners in the 
field, many of whom 1 have only 
the greatest of respect for their 
work. No, my beef is with the 
front office, and I think by open- 
ing this can of worms we might 
be able to fish for some solu- 
tions (sorry PETA). 

And then there is the response 
from Barbara Dudley, 
Greenpeace Executive Director, 
which was printed in the last 
issue of the Journal. In her letter 
.she accuses me of gratuitous 
backbiting while at the same 
time criticizing the conservation 
movement for polarizing log- 
gers and mill workers instead of 
working on building alliances 
with them. Barbara goes on to 
paint a rosy picture of the orga- 
nization under her leadership 
and corrects some numbers I 
used that were outdated. I don't 
want to digress into an argu- 
ment over numbers. She has 
numbers, I have new numbers, 
but it doesn't change the reality. 
Lost in all of this happy horse shit is Greenpeace's 
failure to show any leadership in the US environ- 
mental movement, its failure to effectively engage 
the public in a serious debate over any of the 
pressing issues and its inability to effectively use the 
mass media to get a message out. 

The way I see it, the problem is a lack of vision. 
Barbara Dudley acts and talks like a DC liberal. 
Listen to the buzzwords in her rhetoric, like "work- 
ing with labor and minorities, empowering the 
economically depressed communities, building al- 
liances with the victims of corporate greed, return- 
ing power to local communities, etc., etc., etc." I 
think most of us would agree that these are worthy 
goals, but when I read in a recent issue of E Magazine 
that she wants to form an alliance with the Chris- 


tian right to fight Wal Mart, I had to wonder; has she 
ever been to a Wal Mart? Who does she think shops 
there, Hare Krishnas? 

It sounds to me like the Greenpeace leadership is 
flapping in the breeze of political correctness and 
has no core beliefs of its own. Greenpeace should be 
a leader, not just a follower of trends. This is how 
they put the brakes on the whaling industry, led the 
campaign against nuclear testing and won some 
serious protection for Antarctica. The fact is, right 
now, as an environmental group, Greenpeace has 
become irrelevant. Where once they spoke of na- 
ture, wildlife, ecosystems, the immoral use of nuclear 
weapons, now it's the same bunch of warmed-over 
politically correct gibberish that you hear every- 
where nowadays. 

Barbara Dudley seems ashamed to be part of the 
conservation movement and totally ignorant of its 
history. How else can you explain her callous and 
uninformed remark that we polarized the timber 
workers in the Northwest? Has she ever been to a 
public hearing in Sweethome, Oregon or Big Tim- 
ber, Montana, surrounded by big beefy loggers 
making death threats to elderly citizens for testify- 
ing in favor of a tiny wilderness proposal? Does she 
know that conservationists have supported mill 
workers during countless strikes from Sitka, Alaska 
to Mendocino, California? Does she realize that 
local control in Idaho would mean no protection for 
endangered species and ecosystems and no civil 
rights for anyone who disagreed with the majority? 

Rachel Carson is credited with helping launch 
the modern-day environmental movement. But she 
was first and foremost a leader in the early conser- 
vation movement, and her seminal book, Silent 
Spring, was about the effects of toxic waste on 
wildlife. Her message was that what happens to 
nature does affect us all, and that we'd better do 
something about it if humanity wants to survive. 
We need to get back to our roots instead of trying to 
distance ourselves from the most critical issue we 
face today; the tragic, rapidly accelerating and irre- 
versible loss of biological diversity on this planet. 

Look Barbara, I don't like arguing in public any 
more than you do, but I do welcome a chance to talk 
about the future of Greenpeace. Certainly no one 
working for you would criticize you publicly because 
they would be out of a job. Most former employees 
have kept quiet because somehow, against all hope, 
they think things might get better and they may get 
their old jobs back. The rest of the environmental 
movement has been kept in the dark for precisely 
these reasons. I feel compelled to shed some light on 
this subject because I see a very different role for 
Greenpeace in the environmental movement than it 
now plays, and I see it running way off course. 

I also think it would benefit everyone for this 
discussion to take place in the Earth First! Journal, 
which has traditionally covered the environment in 
a more objective manner than the rest of the envi- 
ronmental press. In my mind, the mere fact that I 
have heard so much criticism, both from within 
Greenpeace and from others in our movement is 
cause for concern. I want to encourage others to 
send in their thoughts, too. Who knows, we may 
yet find some common ground. We cannot do that 
if everything is swept under the rug. Criticism is not 
infighting. My job as a columnist is to write pro- 
vocatively and stir debate. From the responses this 
column has produced so far, I'd guess that I'm 
having some success. — Mike Roselle 
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by Ben Jacklet 

On the other side of the barbed wire fence that 
separates the public from Seattle's Pier 9 1 , a strange 
squawking sound like mechanized crows blares 
through tiny speakers. Scavenger birds hover over- 
head as dumpsters of fishy-smelling material are 
raised into the air and deposited into a waste truck. 
This is the Tyson Seafood Group's "reprocessing" 
facility. Inside, researchers from the corporation 
that helped convert a nation of beef-eaters to chicken 
are researching creative new ways to make fish more 
palatable to Americans. 

Tyson Foods is a $5 billion company that "pro- 
cesses" 24.3 million chickens a week into conve- 
nient packages for quick consumption. It's the larg- 
est employer in the state of Arkansas, and Don 
Tyson is a close friend of President Bill Clinton. 
When Tyson decided to take up fishing, he didn't 
waste time deciding what to use for bait. In 1992, 
the year Clinton won the presidency, Tyson paid 
$250 million in cash and assets to buy Arctic Alaska, 
the premier big-boat fishing company in the US. 

Fishing industry literature has de- 
scribed the merger as a "marriage 
made in heaven" between a proven 
producer, Arctic Alaska, and a mar- 
keting innovator, Tyson, in an indus- 
try high on production but low on 
innovation. 

But not everyone shares this opti- 
mism. To many people monitoring the 
future of the last truly productive fish- 
ing zone in the US, it is clear that the last 
thing an industry plagued by miserable working 
conditions and failing ecological health needs is a 
corporate food giant buying up the sea's bounty as 
though it were so many chickens. 

Tyson now owns the largest fleet of factory trawlers 
in the US. These massive, 250-foot boats can hold up 
to a million pounds of processed seafood. Like the 
whale ships from Melville's era and the seal boats 
from the days of Jack London, factory trawlers work 
at sea nonstop, killing and processing. Working 
conditions are still brutal, and the waste is as tragic as 
it ever was. 

Factory trawlers fish the Beri ng Sea and the Gulf of 
Alaska for pollack, cod and flatfish. The surround- 
ing land is mostly rock, the sea is frigid and often 
rough, and some of the biggest tides and currents on 
the planet keep a melange of migrating fish in 
constant, unpredictable motion. 

Trawlers practice mid-water and deep-water trawl- 
ing, also known as "dragging." Dragging is the more 
damaging of the two because the fishing gear scrapes 
along the ocean floor, catching everything in its 
way and leaving behind a wasteland comparable to 
a clear-cut or a strip mine. Factory trawlers are more 
wasteful than small fishing boats because their nets 
are large enough to hold 10 Boeing 747s, making 
selective fishing impossible. Complex regulations 


and allocations force deckhands to throw stagger- 
ing volumes of dead fish back into the sea. 

Fishers are exempt from the federal minimum 
wage and overtime requirements, and have long 
scoffed at the idea of a union. That was fine when 
fish stocks were bountiful and pay, based on a 
percentage of the boat's catch and called "crew 
shares," was high. 

The workers aboard Tyson's factory trawlers are 
divided into specific categories, from the "licensed 
master" at the top of the pyramid to the "proces- 
sors" at the bottom. Processors gut fish 16 hours a 
day or more, standing the entire time, isolated from 
friends and families by thousands of miles. The 
companies tell them they can expect to earn $ 1 5,000 
in three months, but they get no guarantees. 

John Merriam, an attorney specializing in mari- 
time law, is currently looking at a case where the 
crew share was 0.001 12 percent of the catch. "These 
fishing companies are protecting their profit mar- 
gins on the backs of their workers, and paying them 

nothing," says 
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Merriam. "But the turnover is really too rapid for the 
unions to get organized. I mean, they're recruiting 
in the unemployment lines in Wenatchee, for 
Chrissakes. They've got ads out in college newspa- 
pers all over the country: 'Earn $5-8,000 a month in 
Alaska!'" 

Asked if he handled a lot of cases involving injuries 
and abuses aboard Tyson vessels, Merriam answered, 
"I guess I'd better be careful with what I say here, but 
yes... The greatest number of cases I've handled over 
the past few years have definitely been with Tyson." 

"There's nothing to force [anyone] to work on a 
factory trawler," asserts Dave Benson, Tyson Seafood 
Group. "If some people don't like it, then they don't 
have to work there. I mean, it's not for everybody." 

In 1976, a federal law sponsored by Washington 
Senator Warren Magnusson blocked foreign fishing 
boats from Alaskan waters and encouraged the 
development of the US fleet. The Magnusson Act led 
to government subsidies (an estimated $53 million 
in the case of Arctic Alaska) and encouraged compa- 
nies to invest far more money in building boats than 
they could ever hope to make back. 

Between 1988 and 1992, the number of factory 
trawlers fishing out of Seattle increased by 540 
percent. Too many boats hunting too few fish made 
for shorter and shorter seasons. The awesome effi- 


ciency of the new fleet led to lower catches for 
smaller boats with more traditional gear. And the 
ocean ecosystem suffered. 

According to Greenpeace, the North Pacific's 
Steller's sea lion (an indicator species) population 
has decreased by more than 80 percent. Fish-eating 
seabirds and northern fur seals are declining as well. 

The State of Alaska keeps figures on the waste 
produced by the fishing industry. In 1994, over 500 
million pounds of dead fish were thrown back into 
the sea, including 1 7 million pounds of halibut, and 
over 15 million crabs. In the Bering Sea, factory 
trawlers like Tyson's were responsible for 60 percent 
of the groundfish catch and 80 percent of the waste. 

Tyson spokespeople claim that the best solution 
for the problems of overfishing and waste is to 
update the Magnusson Act. Tyson has undertaken a 
big lobbying and public relations campaign to push 
legislation establishing Individual Transferable Quo- 
tas (ITQs) for fishing in the North Pacific. 

ITQs would guarantee percentages of the catch year- 
round to individual companies, based on their pro- 
ductivity in the past — meaning Tyson would have 
bought not only Arctic Alaska's operations but their 
catch history as well. The companies would con- 
tinue to pay no royalties for access to an amazing 
public resource: the ocean. The fact that quotas 
would be transferable would enable Tyson to corner 
the fish market by buying out the competition, as the 
corporation has done with chicken farming. 

Tyson argues that a company that owns the re- 
source will take care of it, because it makes financial 
sense to do so. The frantic competition that has 
reduced fish stocks to nothing in so many of the 
world's seas would be replaced by benevolent stew- 
ardship and improved markets. 

Tyson's critics point out that only one factor goes 
into the ITQ equation: volume of fish caught. Poor 
labor practices and ecological devastation aren't 
even considered, which means the biggest rewards 
would go to the companies that use any means 
necessary to fill their holds. 

Last fall, Tyson's plans ran into some unexpected 
trouble. The US House of Representatives voted 385- 
37 in October to strengthen the Magnusson Act. 
The 1995 version included an amendment that 
would protect endangered species, assist small fish- 
ing communities and set more stringent policies on 
wasted fish. 

If the measure makes it through the Senate un- 
scathed (Senator Slade Gorton, R-Washington, is 
gunning for it but doesn't sit on the key committee), 
it could mean some rough seas ahead for Tyson 
Foods. Without ITQs, it will be harder to buy up the 
North Pacific than Tyson had hoped. Add that to 
the ever-growing number of lawsuits from unhappy 
workers, and the king of the factory chicken world 
may soon be wishing he'd never left that beautiful 
Arkansas monoculture behind. 

Reprinted by permission from the Stranger. 


Sea Turtles Win Victory Over GATT and NAFTA 


Great news for sea turtles! On De- 
cember 29, 1995 a federal judge ruled 
in favor of a lawsuit brought by the Sea 
Turtle Restoration Project, forcing all 
countries that export shrimp to the 
United States to adopt sea turtle con- 
servation measures for their shrimp 
fleets by May 1, 1996 or face an em- 
bargo of their shrimp products. The 
American Society for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals, The Humane Soci- 
ety of the United States, the Sierra Club 
and the Georgia Fishermen's Associa- 
tion were also parties to the lawsuit. 

Sea turtles are captured and killed 
every year in the nets of shrimp trawl- 
ers. This decision will save up to 
125,000 endangered sea turtles from 
drowning in shrimp nets every year. 

Judge Thomas J. Aquilino overturned 
a US State Department ruling, putting 
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environmental protection ahead of free 
trade agreements such as the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) 
and the North American Free Trade 
Agreement (NAFTA). Judge Aquilino of 
the US Court of International Trade 
directed the Secretaries of State, Trea- 
sury and Commerce (defendants) "to 
prohibit not later than May 1 , 1 996 the 
importation of shrimp or products of 
shrimp wherever harvested in the wild 
with commercial fishing technology 
which may affect adversely those spe- 
cies of sea turtles the conservation of 
which is the subject of regulations pro- 
mulgated by the Secretary of Com- 
merce on June 29, 1987... and to report 
the results thereof to the Court on or 
before May 31, 1996." 

Prior to this ruling, the US only 
required 14 Atlantic and Caribbean 


nations to use turtle excluder devices 
(TEDs) on their shrimp vessels if they 
wished to export shrimp to the US. 
Even these nations were not required 
to use them on the Pacific coast. The 
lawsuit compels the US Department 
of State to ban the importation of 
shrimp into the US from all nations 
that have not reduced sea turtle mor- 
tality from shrimp fishing operations 
by 97 percent, the level that can be 
achieved with the proper use of TEDs 
on all vessels. Now, all countries that 
harvest shrimp in waters shared with 
sea turtles, and export their product to 
the US, will be required to use TEDs or 
face an embargo. The court hearing 
was delayed by US federal agencies, 
using every procedural hurdle pos- 
sible, for nearly five years, resulting in 
the continued capture and death of 


more than 500,000 sea turtles. 

This case set an important precedent 
on the issue of standing for environ- 
mental and conservation plaintiffs. 
Clarifying the Supreme Court's 1992 
decision in Lujan v. Defenders of Wild- 
life, this decision clearly establishes en- 
vironmental plaintiffs' right to seek ju- 
dicial enforcement of US laws, like this 
one, aimed at the global protection of 
threatened and endangered animals. 

Nations can come into compliance 
quite simply, by installing TEDs on all 
shrimping vessels that fish in waters 
shared with sea turtles, as has been 
done by the US fleet. Seventy nations 
are affected. The largest eight export- 
ers to the United States (by weight) of 
wild-caught shrimp are India, Indo- 
nesia, Thailand, Mexico, Malaysia, 
Brazil, Korea, and Japan. 



Taxpa yers foot the bell 

Budweiser’s Bovines Pulverize Public Land 


by Todd Shuman 

Public lands ranching on the Golden Trout 
Wilderness (GTW) in southern California pro- 
vides an excellent example of corporate abuse 
of public lands. Anheuser-Busch holds the graz- 
ing permit for over half of the Golden Trout 
Wilderness. This issue is ripe for a public lands 
campaign focusing on the twin issues of corpo- 
rate subsidies and cowboy-caused wilderness 
degradation. 

Anheuser-Busch ( A-B), the most profitable com- 
pany in the US beer industry, bought the Cabin 
Bar Ranch at the southern end of the Owens 
Valley in eastern California in 1992. When A-B 
purchased the ranch, it also secured the privilege 
of grazing 800 cow-calf pairs on two of the four 
Inyo National Forest (NF) grazing allotments on 
the designated Golden Trout Wilderness. As a 
result, A-B's giant herd of cattle spends summers 
and autumns consuming and compressing the 
grasses, sedges, and soils in the core habitat of 
the California state fish, the golden trout. 

A-B, like all public lands grazing permittees, 
pays $1.61 per "Animal Unit Month" to graze a 
cow-calf pair on public land. Half of the grazing 
fees are channeled into the Range Betterment 
Fund, which is then used to finance environ- 
mentally destructive "range improvements." 

A-B's cattle graze on two biologically impor- 
tant allotments just south of Mt. Whitney, the 
Mt. Whitney and Templeton allotments. The 
Whitney Allotment shares a 1 5 mile border with 
the Sequoia National Park. As such, this allot- 
ment connects the Golden Trout Wilderness 
with the second-largest unroaded chunk of wild 
land in the lower 48 states. 

The Whitney Allotment also contains the head- 
waters and "headmeadows" of the South Fork of the 
Kern River, Golden T rout Creek and Volcano Creek. 
These three creeks are the ancestral home to the 
only remaining pure strains of the Volcano Creek 
golden trout. The US Fish and Wildlife Service is 
currently considering proposing this species for 
listing as threatened, primarily because of habitat 
degradation. In many places throughout the Golden 
Trout Wilderness, habitat quality has been degraded 
by loss of overhanging vegetation, collapsed stream 
banks, sedimentation, lack of in-stream and bank 
cover, and embedded stream channels. Livestock 
grazing has been and remains the primary source of 
such degradation. 

The Inyo NF's own monitoring data from the last 
two years indicate that the grass has been overgrazed 
by as much as 70 percent above their own 
conservative recommendations, and that ecological 
deterioration, such as trampling and chiseling of 
the stream banks, continues on the Whitney 
Allotment. 

The Templeton Allotment, which borders the 
Whitney Allotment, contains some of the largest 
wet meadows in the entire Sierra Nevada. The South 
Fork of the Kern River, a designated "Wild and 
Scenic River," flows through the gigantic Ramshaw 
and Templeton Meadows. 

Sheep grazed the allotment heavily from the mid- 
1800s through much of the middle twentieth cen- 
tury. As a result, signs of historic degradation are 
apparent everywhere. Grazing-induced erosion has 
lowered the water table such that the river is fre- 
quently ten feet lower than it was 150 years ago. 
Sagebrush invasion is rampant — the result of degra- 
dation of formerly-wet meadow areas. Many areas 
along the river lack any protective willow vegetation, 
and many sections bear the "wide and shallow" 
characteristics indicative of degraded hydrologic func- 
tion. The Inyo NF admitted in 1991 that less than 10 
percent of meadow stream trout habitat on the 
Templeton Allotment was considered to be at an 
acceptable level, and nearly 70 percent the allotment's 
stream mileage had fair to poor bank stability. 

Cattle grazing is a major barrier to aquatic species 
habitat recovery on the Templeton Allotment. Al- 
though golden trout population numbers remain 
substantial, the population appears to be domi- 



Streamside trampling along the South Fork of the Kern River 
near Strawberry Meadow, Templeton Allotment 


nated by smaller, younger fish. Habitat in these 
allotments seems adequate to promote spawning 
success but inadequate to promote longer-term sur- 
vival and growth of individual fish. Smaller, younger 
fish, occupying wide, shallow river habitat without 
protective deep pools and overhanging woody veg- 
etation may be highly vulnerable to climatic stresses. 
Furthermore, short life spans expose the whole golden 
trout population to great risk if spawning fails for a 
number of consecutive years, as it did in 1995. 

Habitat degradation is also negatively impacting 
mule deer on the Kern Plateau. A portion of the 
Monache deer herd uses both the Whitney and 
Templeton Allotments as summer range, fawning 
habitat, and migrational range. The herd is cur- 
rently one-quarter to one-third of its historic size of 
8,000 to 10,000 individuals. While many factors 
may be related to this reduced size, the herd is 
undoubtedly affected by poor riparian habitat qual- 
ity on the Golden Trout Wilderness. Water and 
high-quality succulent forages — important for meet- 
ing lactation demands — make meadow-riparian 
habitat particularly valuable to female mule deer. 
Additionally, half of the area that was once wet 
meadow available for deer use has now been in- 
vaded by sagebrush. Independent of riparian condi- 
tion, female deer tend to avoid cattle, which further 
reduces available habitat. 

Other wildlife negatively affected by the A-B cattle 
operation on the GTW includes montane voles, 
yellow warblers, willow flycatchers, fur bearers, and 
the sensitive plant Abronia alpina. Under the current 
forest plan habitat improvement projections for 
these varied creatures indicate improvement at a 
snail's pace, if at all. 

Finally, environmental degradation of the A-B- 
owned Cabin Bar Ranch should not go unmen- 
tioned. The ranch sports some of the finest riparian 
and wetland habitat remaining in the Owens Val- 
ley, harboring a diversity of rare, threatened, en- 
dangered, or locally endemic species such as the 
endangered Owens tui chub and the Owens check- 
erbloom. Insects and waste grain associated with 
cow manure provide a rich food base that allows 
cowbirds to survive, detrimentally impacting song- 
bird populations. 

So, what is to be done? Public pressure on the Inyo 
NF might result in some positive change. In 1996 or 
1997, the Inyo NF is going to reassess grazing on the 


Templeton Allotment to determine whether 
extensive fencing and a rest-rotation grazing 
system need to be instituted. Anheuser-Busch 
will resist any change, and the Inyo NF — assum- 
ing it has the gumption to propose change at 
all — will buckle under A-B pressure unless the 
public makes a fuss. 

More broadly, the Inyo NF will start preparing 
a wilderness-wide Environmental Impact State- 
ment for all for grazing allotments on the GTW 
in 1998. This may provide us with the best 
opportunity to challenge public lands ranching 
on the wilderness. A large public response and a 
sustained legal challenge to the Inyo NF final 
decision could produce some significant changes 
and advance the national campaign against cor- 
porate cowboy welfare: public lands ranching. 

To give your opinion to the Inyo NF, contact: 
Resource Officer Ron Keil at USFS, Inyo NF, 873 
North Main St., Bishop, CA 93541-2494; (619) 
873-2400. The Range Conservationist for the 
GTW is Del Hubbs, reachable at Inyo NF, 640 
South Main Street, Lone Pine, CA 93545; (619) 
876-6200. 

There seems little choice but to begin a boycott 
of Anheuser-Busch! To that end I am making the 
following demands: "Anheuser-Busch shall with- 
draw its cattle from the Templeton and Whitney 
Allotments on the Golden Trout Wilderness for 
I the next three years." (Note: A-B must graze 
g during the fourth year to maintain its grazing 
| permit under NF rules.) "If Anheuser-Busch agrees 
| to a plan of three years' rest, one year grazed, 
a followed by three more years of rest, I will call off 
the boycott." 

A-B's other major beer products include Ice 
Draft, Ice Draft Light, Michelob, Busch, Carlsbad, 
Natural Pilsner, Red Wolf Ale, Elephant Malt Li- 
quor, O'Douls, and King Cobra. As of 1993, A-B held 
a 17.7 percent equity interest in Grupo Modelo 
(Negro Modelo), Mexico's largest brewer, and A-B 
has been actively purchasing substantial chunks of 
equity in various Chinese brewing companies. Of 
course, A-B has many other lines of business, includ- 
ing metal packaging, food products (Eagle Snacks), 
and theme parks (Sea World and Busch Gardens). 

The prospect of a boycott is daunting, given A-B's 
resources, past contributions to environmental 
groups, and its substantially unionized labor force. 
However, the company's products are very well- 
known, omnipresent, and eminently boycottable. 
Many hunters and fishers drink Budweiser, and 
many environmentalists have friends who drink A- 
B beers. Others may become interested, such as 
those who support serious glass recycling and are 
alerted to A-B's historic role in undermining efforts 
to establish mandatory deposit laws. In Defense of 
Animals, a Mill Valley, California-based animal 
rights organization, has already launched a boycott 
of A-B owned Sea World because of concerns about 
the cruelty of marine mammal captivity. 

Boyco'tt Anheuser-Busch! Write or call the com- 
pany. Tell them you are aware of (and unhappy 
with) the impacts of their ranching operation on 
the GTW and in the Owens Valley. Tell them you 
are boycotting their products until the company 
withdraws its cattle from the Templeton and 
Whitney Allotments on the Golden Trout Wil- 
derness for at least the next three years. Tell 
them you will continue to boycott until they 
implement a policy of at least three years' rest for 
evey year grazed on the allotments. Write to 
Anheuser-Busch Companies, One Busch Place, 
St. Louis, MO 63118-1852; (314) 577-2000. The 
President and Chairman of the Board is August 
A. Busch III. Feel free to act in accordance with 
the dictates of your conscience. 

Todd Shuman is a public lands activist based in 
California. He has worked in conjunction with the 
California Grazing Reform Alliance, The Range of Light 
Group of the Toiyabe Chapter of the Sierra Club, and the 
Cove-Mallard Coalition. He can be reached at: General 
Delivery, 900 N. Alameda, Los Angeles, CA 91350; 
(213) 913-5878. 
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Property Rights and Wrongs 


by Tim Haugen 

The issue of "property rights" has become a rul- 
ing-class obsession in recent times. The anointed 
cabal of mostly wealthy white males who claim to 
represent us in Congress speak in hushed, reveren- 
tial tones of restoring "balance" to a system skewed 
by the demands of "special interests" (i.e. the rest of 
us). They demand the restoration of constitutional 
protections for property owners that have allegedly 
been whittled away by onerous restrictions on the 
use of property. With particular rage they point to 
wetlands protection, species protection, limitations 
on the sacred right to pollute. . . in effect, they tell us, 
"If people want the basic life support systems of the 
planet protected, then they must pay us not to 
destroy them!" They hold the Earth for ransom. 

Personal integrity has frequently been immaterial 
in some Representatives' efforts to produce catchy 
sound bites. Wayne Allard, who "represents" my 
district in Colorado recently railed about a farmer 
who had lost the use of 90 percent of his land as a 
consequence of wetlands protection. Only after 
someone in the audience sought to determine the 
location of the farm so he could see it for himself 
was it revealed that the congressman had fabricated 
the story. There was no such farm. 

Sadly, Wayne Allard's flatulent gurgles constitute 
only the tip of the iceberg of intellectual and rhe- 
torical dishonesty in the property rights debate. 

Let me state for the record that 1 do not hold the 
so-called "founding fathers" in high esteem. The 
"truths" that they held "to be self evident, that all 
men are created equal..." were betrayed when they 
wrote laws restricting voting rights and other legal 
protections to white land owners who happened to 
possess a pair of balls between their legs. Neverthe- 
less, those early lawmakers did make one meritori- 
ous distinction with respect to our constitutional 
rights that is now being conveniently ignored by 
the current crop of property rights zealots. That is, 
corporations were specifically and explicitly ex- 
cluded from constitutional protection. 

During the first decades following the Revolu- 
tionary War, corporations were officially regarded 
as artificial agglomerations of economic power that 
were to be strictly scrutinized and controlled. State 
legislatures were given the duty to charter each 
individual corporation. Corporations were prohib- 


ited from doing anything not specifically 
allowed by their charters. They were man- 
dated to serve the common good, and were 
given restricted life spans. Any corporation 
that was found by the legislature to have 
violated its charter could be shut down ands 
its assets distributed to shareholders. Share- 
holders were held liable for corporate mis- 
conduct. 

Think how the fate of Headwaters Forest 
might be different if Pacific Lumber functioned 
under such public scrutiny and control. 

In the mid- 1800s, a series of court decision? 
completely reversed these entirely sensible 
restrictions on corporate power. In 1886, the Su- shareholders' profits, we must respond that meet- 
preme Court ruled that corporations were "natural ing real needs from the earth is a right, but manifest 
persons" rather than artificial accumulations of greed constitutes theft from all of us. 
money and power. Therefore, they were protected These days the corporatocracy has politicians in its 
by the 14th amendment (which prohibits the tak- pockets and owns the media, which serves to mold 
ing of property without compensations). In the public opinion. Thus I am highly skeptical of envi- 
words of William C. Douglas, "There was no history, ronmental salvation by "legal" means. In a previous 

logic or reason given to support that view." Do article, I wrote about how some properties can be 
those brave defenders of the corporate right to acquired by paying the back taxes owed to them, 
despoil public and private lands, who decry judicial Sadly, not all corporate entities that deserve to lose 
tinkering with the law, ever mention this 180- their property will cooperate with us by running into 
degree reversal of the forefathers' intent? Nah! They the requisite financial difficulty on their own. They 
object only when someone other than their rich will frequently need a little help to go down. As was 

white male constituency benefits: minorities, the the case in the earliest decades of the country, let us 

poor, women, other species. adopt the perspective that corporations are public 

The current powers-that-be equate freedom with entities. When they fail in their mandate to serve the 
property rights, which is effectively defined as the public good, then their infrastructures and products 
right to profit from property and other people's labor should be regarded as a free source of public goods to 
by any means. This holds true even if it means be distributed as such. We can live off corporate 
destroying biodiversity and other global life support corpses until we relearn the wisdom necessary to live 
systems. This premise also implies that freedom is in harmony with the earth, 
intended only for those privileged enough to afford When one "expropriates" corporate goods, one 
property and to escape the consequences of their should find some way to communicate to the public 

actions, but we're not supposed to realize that. Our that the act was done in the true spirit of the 

lot is merely to serve their version of progress. founders of this country. Let's reawaken in the 

I believe that the earth is the common inheritance public the knowledge that corporations were to be 
of all living things, and not just the private domain our servants, not our masters. Make everyone un- 
of the privileged. We all have a right to meet our derstand that tearing down rogue businesses is a 
needs from the earth, but also the responsibility to patriotic thing to do. 

do so in ways that respect the needs of other lives, Information on corporate charters can be found in Tak- 
of other life forms, of future generations. Only this ing Care of Business: Citizenship and the Charter of 
balance of rights and responsibilies will assure a Incorporation by Richard Grossman and Frank Adams. 
livable future, if such a thing is still possible in these Contact Charter, Ink./CSPP, POB 806, Cambridge MA 
late days. To the proponents of property rights who 021 40. You can also order this book through the merchan- 
deny any responsibility other than maximizing dise pages of the Journal. 





Advice 70 % we Tco 


Dear Miss Demeanor: 

Two of my friends are becoming 
interested in eco-stuff. That's good. 
However, they raise philosophical co- 
nundrums. That's bad for my pea- 
brain. 

For instance, "Jane" says Earth First! 
would support building some kind of 
space rocket to knock a comet or other 
celestial object off its course if it was 
heading toward Earth. She says such a 
calamity would end nearly 4 billion 
years of organic evolution and a living 
Earth. 

However, "Dick" argues Jane's ap- 
proach is wrong. He says eco-folks 
should support Universe First! where 
the asteroids have as much right as 
Earth. He argues spaceships should be 
built to take life, not restricted to hu- 
mans, off the Earth in case of such a 
calamity. He justifies this approach by 
noting ticks jump from a deer to a 
cougar after the deer is killed — it's 
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only natural for life to relo- 
cate. 

I think my friends might 
want to ride on a spaceship — 
maybe that's where they be- 
long. Then again, I spent a 
few sleepless nights thinking 
about this problem. What do 
you think? 

— Muddled in Moscow 

Dear Muddled in 
Moscow: 

Well, dearie, I suggest you 
advise Dick and Jane that 
they should feel free to 
create and comman- 
deer whatever space- 
ship they so desire, and v! 
to recruit a plethora of 
corporate executives 
to join them. 


LOQlCSMJSf C09{fFUS‘ED 


Dear Miss 
i Demeanor: 

■>/ 

/ I'm a 50-something 

/ politically correct old 
f maid who recycles, 
' precycles, bicycles, walks, 
contributes my meager 
salary to environmental 
causes, and eats vegan. 1 
also sleep alone — or at least 
until Mark responded to my 
personal ad. 

Mark eats a hamburger a 
day, watches TV, drives a 
car, and scoffs at my 
foolish ways. He's 
a reliability engi- 
neer at a nuclear 
facility even! He 
probably hangs 
around out of 
guilt due to his 
job. But how 


about my guilt at consorting with the 
enemy? 

— PC Compromised 


Dear PC Compromised: 

Well, dearie, nuclear contamination 
clinging to Mark's clothing is very 
pesky to remove. Certainly you don't 
want it in your boudoir. A vibrator 
would be much safer (and quite possi- 
bly more fun), and its rechargeable 
solar batteries are much kinder to the 
planet than nuclear engineers. 


Miss Demeanor responds to actual 
letters. Humorous questions may 

BE SENT DIRECTLY TO THE JOURNAL 
ADDRESSED TO MlSS DEMEANOR, POB 
1415, Eugene, OR 97440. 



How toTSIjiLd a ScAtroii)'TRiPOD 




by B. Dahl 

For your basic tripod, acquire three scaffold poles, 
about 25 feet long; two swiveling scaffold clamps; 
some rope — cheap, blue polypropylene is fine; 
and a crescent wrench for the nuts on the 
clamps. You'll also need a fairly large space 
(with high ceilings, if indoors) for ex- 
perimenting and practicing with the tri- 
pod and for repairs. 

Alignment of the clamps is 
tricky. They must be fitted so 
that the poles can lie parallel 
to each other before the tripod 
is set up, as well as allow the 
poles to form a triangle at the 
base when it's erected. 

The fully erected assem- 
bly can be thought of as 
two main poles in an "A" 
shape, plus a third pole to 
prop them up. 

The scaffold clamp for 
the third pole has to be 
about a foot below the 
clamp for the main 

"A" poles to allow the main poles to close over it. The axis of the central swivel 
for the lower clamp should be located at roughly 120 degrees around the pole 
from that of the main clamp. Experiment until you get the clamps placed so that 
the poles can lie parallel and also open into a tripod. 

With iron poles you will probably need at least five people to erect it: At least 
one strong person is needed to lift each of the two main legs by walking 
down beneath it from apex to base; one person to do the same with the 
third leg and, at a crucial moment, to swing this leg out to prop 
up the "A"; and one person at each leg of the "A", with their 
foot braced against the base of the pole to stop the pole 
from sliding. With lighter aluminum poles you 
might manage with three people. 

Practicing with the tripod before 
use will help to determine 
the proper distance 
between the legs at 
the base. If they are 
too close together 
the tripod will be 
too unstable. If 
they're too far 
apart, the apex of 
the tripod will be 
too low. The 
stability will also be 
dependent on the 




surface the tripod is erected on. The poles will slip 
more easily on paved surfaces. A way to add 
stability is to affix a simple circumference rope 
tying the three poles together about three feet 
from the top. It can be affixed in advance and 
then stood upon by up to four people. 

Once the tripod is erected, at least one 
person must shinny up a pole at the 
speed of light, to be out of reach at 
the top. 

If a person must stay up in the 
tripod for long periods of time, 
a hammock sling is com- 
fortable and rather styl- 
ish. Make it out of a length of strong, light material, 
such as rip-stop nylon, knotted at either end, with 
the two ends of a short rope tied securely just 
inside these knots. The rope can be slung over 
your shoulders as you shinny up, and slipped 
over the poles at the top. 

For extra 
stability 

and a convivial number at the top, you can 
" install three short horizontal poles with 
clamps. Leave each short pole dan- 
gling from one clamp until 
the tripod is up, then at- 
tach the second clamp. 
Don't forget the crescent 
wrench! A climbing har- 
ness and slings make this 
job easier. The augmented tri- 
pod will be heavier and you 
may need more people to lift it. 
A tripod lacking these extra bars 
can be stabilized against accidental 
slippage, 
though not 
against attack, with a circumfer- 
ence rope linking the legs a couple 
of feet above the ground. Au- 
tomobile exhaust clamps 
are useful to stop ropes 
from sliding on the 

poles. l /} 

Practice putting ^ \ . J 

it up. Transform 
chaos and inex- 
perience into 
lightning expertise! 

Reprinted from Squall, POB 8959, London, N19 5HW, 

United Kingdom. 





continued from front page 
The chainsaws were quiet for the rest of the day. 
Although we did not stop the cutting, we were able 
to stand in resistance to the corporate rapists. 

Still frustrated with the pillaging of Hoxie Griffin, 
we returned, ready for another action, this time 
with a tripod. Five of us went to the access road to 
set the tripod up before light. As we prepared it, a 
security truck came and we scrambled to get the 
sitter up, but luckily the truck turned around 200 
yards ahead without noticing us. 

The first log truck came soon after the sitter was 
up. Within an hour we had stopped three log trucks, 
as well as the fallers. The morning sun began to 
appear as we stood our ground, outnumbered by the 
loggers. Finally, the rest of our balaclava-clad crew 
arrived. There were about 30 protesters in all, most 
of us under 1 8 years of age. The loggers stood in total 
disbelief at the bold barricade we created to block 
the road; they were not used to seeing logging 
protests step outside the boundaries of Ghandian- 
style civil disobedience. It took the cops and loggers 
over five hours to come to grips with the situation. 
Eventually, with the help of the loggers, the police 
succeeded in dismantling the tripod and clearing 
the road for log trucks. No arrests were made that 
day, although the police, nervous about trying to 
control a masked, disobedient and unruly crowd, 
threatened to use riot control tactics (pepper spray 
and dogs) if necessary. 

Activists immediately began planning their next 
action, the seizure of a log truck headed for the 
Croman mill in Ashland. During the action plan- 


ning, alliances were formed between seasoned 
peace agitators and younger deep ecologists. 
After an unsuccessful attempt to intercept a 
Croman truck near the logging site, protestors 
were able to overtake and seize a log truck 
carrying 400-year-old trees outside the Croman 
mill. Activists draped a banner reading 
"ECOCIDE IS GENOCIDE' over the cab, while 
others quickly locked themselves down to the 
truck's chassis. To increase the difficulty and 
expense of their removal, some used lock 
boxes, rather than kryptonite locks. Dot Fisher 
Smith, a sixty-seven year old social activist 
from Ashland, locked herself to the rear of the 
truck with a kryptonite lock. A total of fifteen 
arrests were made that day. At one point, 
police completely lost control and brutalized a 
young protester. Activists attempted to 
"unarrest" him, and the police responded by 
indiscriminately spraying the crowd with pep- 
per spray. This was captured on film. 

Ironically, the BLM temporally shut down 
logging at the Hoxie Griffin site that day due 
to warm weather. Since then, activists have 
wasted no time preparing for the next round 
of the struggle. Recently, the Native American 
community has come out in support of the 
campaign and helped organize a prayer cer- 
emony attended by over 60 people. The 
struggle is far from over. Anyone wishing to 
participate in the campaign or donate funds 
can contact Siskiyou Forest Defenders at 
(541)732-3101. 



and if it wasn't for those meddling kids, we woulda got away with it, too! 
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Need we remind you that "letters to the 


Attn: Earth First Activists 
Re: Alaskan Savage Logging 

Greetings from the great land 
up north, home of the Sitka 
spruce, bountiful birch and in- 
sanely ignorant politicians. The 
sun is presently emanating our 
recent abundance of snow here 
in downtown Anchorage, happy 
campers are starting to come out 
of their cabin fever cocoons to 
welcome the spring energy 
and dance in our for- 
ests once again. 

What many of us do 
not realize is that — 
upon returning to 
the much-loved 
forests, streams, 
and scenic mountain tops — the 
experience will not be the same. 

They will witness a minute 
sample of what the US Forest 
Service plans to do to much of 
the Kenai Peninsula, from An- 
chorage down to Homer. Log- 
ging: the use our "multiple-use" 
forests are quickly and rapidly 
amounting to. As elsewhere, the 
Chugach Forest Service, when 
questioned, passes the buck to 
Congress and assumes no respon- 
sibility for their clearcutting en- 
deavor. Congress, as you know 
by now, has passed the Salvage 
Rider bill which has instructed 
all of the national forest across 
our country to gather up the sup- 
posed "dead and dying trees, " rip 
up the forest and haul what's left 
off to Japan. In Alaska, it's a clas- 
sic story: the damage has been 
created by spruce bark beetles. A 
natural processes, the Forest Ser- 
vice has used the beetle as a scape- 
goat to make a quick, dishonest 
buck for the timber industry. Not 
to mention the fact that they are 
grabbing perfect green trees as 
they blaze their bulldozers 
through natural ecosystems, 
hooting and hollering, "Screw 
the hippies," only to leave 26 
miles of paved road behind their 
sorry asses. 

Fifty thousand acres of pristine 
habitat supporting wilderness 
gone within an eye blink. We are 
activists in a different sense, in 
an Alaskan sense. Resources are 
trashed like no one in the Lower 
48 could begin to imagine. The 
juxtaposition in one of the most 
beautiful places in the world is 
such continual distress. 

But in the name of the trees, 
the life they support and as the 
last sanity for us confused hu- 
mans, we move on. Our protests 
reflect our passion. Field trips to 
the endangered areas remind us 
of why we do what we need to 
do. Public town meetings assure 
us there is a silent minority that 
we speak for. In every two-ton 
Chevy, equipped with signature 
shot gun and "I support logging" 
sticker, in the bearded, Camel- 
smoking Alaskan face, there lies 
the hope that one day Alaskans 
will be informed. Informed 
enough to realize their wilder- 
ness playgrounds may not be here 
tomorrow and there will be no 
more fish to make their fortune 
out of. 

The task is huge, as is the for- 
est, but that is of no relevance. 
Through you, the friends of the 
Lower 48, we can clear our 
throats, and as one we can be 
heard. The time is now, while the 
forests are still here and there are 
people that still care. 

- — Tara Bradley 

Page 28 Earth First! Eostar 1996 


Dear Editors: 

I wish to expand on my re- 
marks in the Earth First! journal 
regarding the Sept. 15 Headwa- 
ters demo quoted by Randy Ghent 
(Yule) and twisted by Darryl 
Cherney ( Brigid ) in their respec- 
tive editorials. I realized that my 
strong feelings — on the organiz- 
ers' not seizing the road for the 
march — could sting egos, al- 
though 
that 
was not 
my inten- 
tion. On 
this 
matter 
of fore- 
compromising with the authori- 
ties, I say people need to be led, 
with spontaneity, not controlled! 
Cherney assumes a real march 
down a road guarantees violence, 
but an opportunity was squan- 
dered. If some eggs can never be 
broken, no omelets! 

My main gripe with the dem- 
onstration was not with the civil 
disobedience aspect, but with the 
speeches. I'm pretty sure that no 
one mentioned the all-important 
issues of (1) roads and (2) human 
overpopulation. It's obvious that 
road building allows clearcutting, 
but roads even figure in popula- 
tion growth. (See my article in 
Population and Environment, Sep- 
tember, 1995). Anyway, the over- 
demand for redwood is traceable 
to too many people. But the rally 
speakers and performers stuck to 
the subjects of trees and corpo- 
rate villains, over-supplying a rant. 

A few Forests First! (Earth First!) 
leaders who don't relate much to 
focusing on road fighting, or on 
the need to be car-free, find the 
paving moratorium movement 
to be less-than-Earth Firstly. The 
reason we must always "drag in" 
the paving moratorium is that 
even if our favorite forests are 
saved, and the Wildlands 
Project's dreams are somehow 
fulfilled to create wilderness, the 
forests will fry from global cli- 
mate change and ozone-layer 
depletion caused by the society 
at large — the cities encroaching 
on the forests. Fossil fuels and 
the road/motor vehicle system 
are the main evil forces destroy- 
ing the earth, and they account 
for most of the deforestation too. 
This is one reason that at the last 
Rendezvous I suggested an urban 
center for the next Rendezvous, 
to broaden Earth Firstl's focus 
and improve the perception by 
the public that Earth First! is 
mainly concerned about old- 
growth trees. The massive road 
building to take place around 
Pittsburgh, Penn, (see APM's Road 
Fighters' Alert, April, 1995), for 
example, would probably tip the 
scales more toward global ecocide 
than if Headwaters were clearcut 
100 percent overnight. 

Nevertheless, I congratulate the 
Sept. 15th organizers on a suc- 
cessful, if restrained and tame, 
event and urge them on to fur- 
ther massive actions where I may 
again be in attendance with more 
Auto-Free Times copies to hand 
out. (To be sure to get the next 
Times, write to the address be- 
low) And Darryl, keep on doin' 
that sweet playin' and singin'. 

For wild nature, 

— Jan C. Lundberg, Alliance for 
the Paving Moratorium, 
POB 4347, Arcata, CA 95518 


Dear Negotiators for Brains, 

While 1 welcome debate on the 
appropriateness of negotiating 
with cops and corporatos, Darryl 
Cherney's response to my Yule 
editorial contained numerous 
flawed arguments and fictional 
statements. 

If you came in late, I bent over 
backward to say my editorial was 
a critique of tactics, not of activ- 
ists. Calling it a "call to faction" is 
absurd. I didn’t even mention a 
single rally organizer's name. Hell, 
I even wrote a Headwaters "call to 
action" article in the same issue. 

Cherney's story doesn't hold 
water: How could I have been both 
a "clueless critic" and a fully in- 
volved organizer? He even implies 
it would be some kind of indict- 
ment if I had been both a critic and 
a rally organizer. But my extremely 
peripheral involvement in the Sept. 
15 rally should not preclude rais- 
ing criticism developed during and 
after the event. 

I had no qualms about raising 
criticism in the £F// before raising 
it locally. EF!ers elsewhere should 
be able to learn from our experi- 
ences, hearing differing views on 
major issues. As eco-warriors out- 
side California have reportedly 
been negotiating too, the issue 
has national significance. IT ISNT 
ABOUT HEADWATERS. 

Cherney's response conve- 
niently glosses over the negotia- 
tions with Pacific Lumber, which I 
and others opposed more strongly 
than mere negotiations with cops. 
PL could not possibly have been 
threatened by any action agreed 
to in negotiations. But Cherney's 
justification for negotiating is 
schizophrenic: He says the cops 
weren't the demo's target 
while he touts the single- // 
file-line arrest procedure 
partly because it tied up the very 
same cops. 

Moreover, I didn’t insult 
arrestees by "calling them 
disempowered." The Martin 
Luther King variety were surely 
empowered, as their game plan 
was consistent with that of orga- 
nizers. Others — Malcolm X divi- 
sion — insist they were 
disempowered. 

I "dragged" no one into the 
debate. The debate only exists 
because other people felt strongly 
and shared their views. When I 
first heard criticism of the Sept. 
15 demo, I defended organizers' 
tactics. I changed my mind only 
after much contemplation. But 
for a well thought-out position I 
am deemed "clueless." Without 
internal criticism — the question- 
ing of our status-quo activism — 
Earth First! would become stag- 
nant. Let's learn from the past 
and grow. 

Yes, I am familiar with synergy 
between direct action and legal 
strategy, we stall logging in the 
woods to buy time in court. But 
this is entirely different from at- 
tempting to influence judges and 
raise lawyer morale with mass ral- 
lies. Not much synergy in that. 
EPIC's top-notch lawyers, Sharon 
Duggan and Tom Lippe, can ar- 
gue a case just as well without 
1,800 enviros cheering them on 
from 250 miles away. Contrary to 
Cherney's claims, the demo had 
no effect on either lawyer's deci- 
sion to enter the case; I asked 
them myself. 

And Judge Maxine Chesney, in 
reaching her Sept. 15 decision, 


almost surely didn’t assert a bias 
in favor of enviros because of a 
rally. Judges generally don't work 
that way. Chesney issued the in- 
junction because Duggan and 
Lippe demonstrated a probable 
likelihood of EPIC's eventual court 
victory. For what it's worth, 
Chesney's assistant also says "the 
judge's decision was based on law, 
not whether there was a demon- 
stration." So I merely objected to 
the common practice of inflating 
ad absurdum the effectiveness of 
dubious tactics. 

But I never said the Sept. 15 
demo was all bad. This is obvious 
from my page-one Mabon '95 EF!J 
treatment, which was 99% self- 
serving to the campaign. But I 
submit that most everything good 
Cherney mentions, about Sept. 
15 — the energy of new activists, 
etc. — could've occurred without 
negotiations. 

Finally, Cherney dwells on my 
editorial's title, "Don't Take Or- 
ders From Anyone." Yet "Nego- 
tiation Does Not a Direct Action 
Make" was both the title I submit- 
ted and my primary point. It's the 
issue that needs future contem- 
plation and — dare I say — even de- 
bate. But please, let's try for the 
intelligent sort in the future. 

— Randy Ghent 



Dear Shit fer Brains, 

I'm responding to Anthony 
Payne's article on Deep Ecology 
and Christianity. I am going to be 
critical; I hope Payne won't take 
that personally. If he is support- 
ive of radical environmentalism, 
then I really don’t care why. As 
the bible says, "By their fruits ye 
shall know them." 

Payne states that he is not vio- 
lating his Christian principles be- 
cause he shuns anything Pagan: 
Any act or belief that tends to 
deify nature or detract from the 
worship due God." He validates 
Deep Ecology as, "not founded 
on a hug a tree theology," but 
grounded in conservation science, 
etc. So, he sees no competition 
against his religious beliefs. Deep 
ecology is based on science and 
therefore occupies a different do- 
main. How comforting. 

I believe we can work together, 
irregardless of our different belief 
systems. But I must ask a few ques- 
tions: What if my actions and be- 
liefs do deify nature? If my theol- 
ogy is "hug a tree?" I am a nature- 
worshipping, radical environmen- 
talist who might get into serious 
trouble. Would you support me? 
Before you answer consider this: I 
don't give a damn about the sci- 
ence; or your Christian god. I honor 
the long history of Christians who 
have followed their faith to stand 
up to oppression; and I've felt hon- 
ored to meet such people. I also 
remember the burning times. The 
majority of Christians would never 
have done that; but then, they 
didn't exactly intervene, did they? 
I had a mildly Christian upbring- 
ing. I was never taught to follow 


my conscience or to speak the 
deepest truth of my soul. I was 
taught to parrot phrasesand mouth 
the proper words, and that obedi- 
ence and conscience are identical. 
I’ve got nothing against you per- 
sonally; but I despise your Christian 
religion your Christian god. We 
must find common ground here; 
but the happy illusion of common 
ground won't cut it. 

I must also call into question 
some of our basic vocabulary. I 
believe Payne is using words like 
"deify" and "theology," in the 
usual monotheistic sense. From a 
nature worshipping perspective, 
these concepts, thus defined, are 
meaningless, laughable. 1 am not 
a Deep Ecologist, Radical Deep 
Ecologist, Social Ecologist, etc. 
These are schools of thought 
where some semi-articulate 
thinker carves out his (yes, usu- 
ally his) intellectual turf. These 
thought-factions are all as full of 
shit as they are mutually antago- 
nistic. It seems like Payne feels 
he's gotten a solid, well-rounded 
look at earth-based spirituality 
from reading Manes, Devall, Ses- 
sions, etc. I'd suggest a couple of 
titles by Starhawk: Dreaming the 
Dark: Magic, Sex and Politics; and 
Truth or Dare. 

Again, I truly hope that Payne 
is not offended. Let's just say that 
I've had my fill of well-intentioned 
Christians who blithely espouse 
and propagate a belief system that 
makes every claim to a high and 
loving morality, but inevitably 
lays the foundation for hierarchy, 
oppression, and brutal antago- 
nism towards the living world. 
Maybe we should lock down to 
some heavy machinery and talk it 
out. We'll need to lockdown tight; 
these are complex issues. It could 
take awhile. 

— Matthew Haun 

To whom it may concern, 

I want to thank you for send- 
ing me your paper. This was the 
1st time I've seen one. I'm a death 
row prisoner and have very little 
contact with the outside world. 
So I don’t really have a clue as to 
what is going on in the freeworld. 
If you happen to come across 
someone who would correspond 
with me and/or print my letter 
with address in your publication, 
it would be greatly appreciated. 

Thank You 

— Burley Gilliam 
097234-A1-4 1-1091 
POB 221, Raiford, FL 32083 

To: EF journal 

Barry Clausen was the featured 
speaker on a radio talk show yes- 
terday on KKOB-AM in Albuquer- 
que. He seriously slandered Earth 
First! and other groups he deemed 
as Earth First! front groups by 
claiming they were all involved 
in "terrorism." Local groups men- 
tioned were Forest Guardians, 
Susan Schock and Gila Watch 
and the Wildlands Project. He 
also claimed that the Bullit Foun- 
dation of Seattle was "financing 
terrorism." Mr. Clausen gave a 
toll free number you can call to 
purchase his book. The number 
he gave was (800) 422-0074. I 
called it and reached the Wash- 
ington Contract Loggers Assn. 
The book sells for $ 14.95. 1 hope 
everyone who feels slandered by 
Mr. Clausen's statements will call 
WCLA and complain about this 
bullshit. 

— A New Mexico Activist 




editors" should be limited TO 300 WORDS? 


To: Earth First 

In the 1994 Beltane edition of 
this journal, Michael Lewis wrote 
of revisiting Prince William 
Sound. One sentence reads "The 
only lesson of the Exxon Valdez 
oil spill on this, its fifth anniver- 
sary, is don't ever let it happen 
again." Since that article, there 
have been other oil spills, and 
now it's happened yet again, and 
this time in my backyard. 

1 live in a very small village 
on the Gower coast in South 
Wales, UK. The peninsula is 
registered as a "Site of Special 
Scientific Interest" and an 
"Area of Outstanding Natu- 
ral Beauty." West of us lies the 
Carmarthenshire coastline, then a 
little further west and north is the 
Pembrokeshire coast, including 
National Parks, protected coast- 
line, and island bird sanctuaries. 

On February 15, 1996a 140,000 
tonne single-hulled crude oil 
tanker, the Sea Empress, grounded 
on a sandbank at the entrance to 
Milford Haven, an oil port about 
36 miles west of us on the 
Pembrokeshire coast. An accident 
was turned into a disaster and, to 
cut a long and sorry story short, it 
dumped 75,000 tonnes of its cargo 
plus about 750 tonnes of fuel oil 
into the sea. This is about twice 
the size of the Exxon Valdez spill. 

The damage and devastation 
has been dreadful, and details 
will continue to unfold and mul- 
tiply. Rumours fly around, but 
hard evidence and fact is diffi- 
cult to come by at this early stage. 

Verifiable facts include data on 
bird recovery to date. Between 
the 23rd and 28th of February, 
1,983 dead oiled birds were col- 
lected, as well as 2, 1 1 6 oiled birds 
which were collected and treated. 
Recovery rate is estimated at 
about 20 percent of the birds 
treated, and it is also estimated 
that for each dead bird recov- 
ered, ten will have died at sea and 
will not be traceable. 

The main victim so far is the 
scoter — there were about 6,000 
in Carmarthen Bay and about 
2,000 have been found with oil 
covering — experts are pessimis- 
tic about the survival chances of 
the others. Seven hundred and 
forty guillemots and razorbills 
have been recovered dead, and 
those numbers will soon rise dra- 
matically, as they tend to arrive 
here a few weeks later than the 
scoters. We expect about 200,000 
pairs of shearwaters in the next 
few weeks — the outlook is grim 
for them as well. That's the 
present statistics on just a few of 
the birds, the picture will get 
worse as new arrivals come in. 

One of the frustrations is the 
official voices answering media 
questions. Government Ministers 
seem complacent when answer- 
ing Parliamentary questions. Sal- 
vor operatives regard the final 
moving of the ship from the rocks 
as the "prevention of a disaster;" 
no one is prepared to say 
"sorry," as this would imply 
a degree of responsibility. 

Volunteers and council 
staff clear beaches, pick up 
oiled birds and wonder 
where it all went wrong. Off- 
shore fishermen, shellfish opera- 
tives, and tourism suffer the ob- 
vious and immediate human 
impact. Passing tankers illegally 
clean their tanks at sea, knowing 
that the degree of existing pollu- 


tion will make it impossible to 
trace them. Inquiries are set up, 
and recommendations will be 
made. 

1 wonder if in five years time, 
we will be saying those same words 
that Michael Lewis wrote in 1 994, 
only to be proved dreadfully 
wrong, yet again. 

— Pag VENABLES 



Beloved poo-poo-heads: 

I was glad to see Yuma Badger's 
letter re my article on sea turtles 
and shrimp fishing. It's true that 
there are questions about the ef- 
fectiveness of TEDs. Even though 
TEDs are mandatory under US 
law, in 1995 at least 2,175 sea 
turtles washed up dead on US 
beaches, even more than the pre- 
vious high of 2,149 in 1994. 
What's wrong? Well, maybeTEDs 
aren't 97% effective, as claimed 
by NMFS and various university 
studies. Maybe sea turtles don't 
recover from the shock of being 
in the nets, even if they are re- 
leased through a TED. Maybe the 
same sea turtles are caught and 
released again and again and die 
of exhaustion. Maybe, as theTexas 
Shrimp Association avers, there 
are more turtles out there to kill 
(yeah, right). And maybe, as Earth 
Island and lots of other groups 
suspect, shrimpers are tying their 
TEDs closed once offshore. Maybe 
it’s all the above, and more. But 
shrimp fishing is unarguably re- 
sponsible. The correlation be- 
tween shrimp fishing effort and 
sea turtle strandings is clear. 

While TEDs are only part of the 
answer, we shouldn't toss them 
out as an interim, and potentially 
long-term, measure. The shrimp 
fishery is not going to close down, 
at least not overnight (unless it’s 
Earth Night...). While more re- 
search is conducted, both inde- 
pendently and by the govern- 
ment/university funded Sea Grant 
program, forcing global TED com- 
pliance is the best stop-gap mea- 
sure we've got. TEDS will save sea 
turtles. We also need permanent 
and temporary area closures, in- 
dustry regulation (way too many 
boats out there, folks) and a re- 
duction in demand for shrimp. As 
I pointed out in my article, the 
usual range of tactics apply, but 
lets not throw out one of the most 
valuable tools we've got. 

Shrimping starts up again in 
the Gulf of Mexico at the end of 
March. More Kemp's ridley sea 
turtles will die. If anyone is inter- 
ested in doing an action in Texas 
in March or April, or has any 
ideas or info to share, call us up at 
(415) 488-0370 (we can call you 
back). AViva La Tortuga! 

— Chelonia 



Dear Skunk for Scent: 

(I sorta like skunk scent, 
y'know?) While riding home 
from the Activist Conference, 
squished gals that we were, the 
discussion about sexual harass- 


ment resurfaced once again. It 
was discovered that the same guy 
who had groped me at the camp- 
fire was also the one who groped 
the woman in the front seat and 
was also the one that groped the 
woman who inspired an activist 
to comment upon this hard-up 
behavior at the meeting circle. 

I later mentioned to the groper 
that I would "kick his ass" (of 
course, non-violently), if he ever 
did it again. He's not the only 
one to have ever groped at a 
fire (whether its a man grop- 
ing a woman, or a woman 
groping a man, its still ha- 
rassment when its not ex- 
plicitly clear that its wanted). 

What I'm sayin' here folks is 
that if you're groped, tell the 
wanna-be masturbater to reach 
down their own pants or leave. It 
doesn’t matter that they’re our 
'friend', or that they're drunk, 
this is a movement that can not 
tolerate this kind of disrespect, 
and you do not need to. 

Remember what happens when 
the pope gropes scopes! 

— Wren 

To the editorial staff at the EF!J, 

Enclosed for your literary plea- 
sure is a full-length copy of my 
resignation letter ending my ca- 
reer as a Wildlife Biologist on the 
Osceola National Forest in north- 
ern Florida. My involvement with 
this agency includes a stint as a 
volunteer in the Daniel Boone NF 
(KY) during 1990, three seasons 
as a co-op student on the Francis 
Marion NF (SC) during 1991, 
1 992 and further work as a co-op 
student on the Apalachicola NF 
(FL) during 1993. Altogether a big 
bob of my recent life. Feel free to 
publish, with necessary editing, 
any portion of this resignation 
letter that you wish to add to the 
little Freddie debate already in 
session between James Barnes, 
Gary Milner and Tree Frog. If you 
do include any portion of my 
missive, please add my following 
addition commentary: 

As a now-former employee of 
the U.S. Forest Service, I believe 
the best future use of this agency 
is as an historical reference of how 
NOT to manage public lands. I 
know of several employees actu- 
ally dedicated to "caring for the 
land," but their commitment is 
often in vain, overshadowed by 
the majority of their co-workers 
who remain willfully ignorant of 
anything even resembling a land 
ethic, much less the basic ecologi- 
cal knowledge necessary to imple- 
ment "Ecosystem Management" 
or other such schemes. And if 
each of these wayward district 
employees COULD be born again 
in a massive Earth First! revival 
tent, they'd still have to struggle 
under the entrenched attitudes of 
line officers in the Regional Of- 
fices, then finally wade through 
the growing piles of sawdust just 
to get past the loquacious one 
himself-Chief Jack Ward Thomas. 
Don't hold your breath. Change 
is possible-1 believe individual em- 
ployees can get some of their IN- 
DIVIDUAL co-workers to re-ex- 
amine their relationship with the 
land, but like everything else, it is 
a question of scale. An agency of 
this proportion claims its direc- 
tion and mandates not from you 
or me or dedicated employees or 
biological realities, but from the 
meaner realities of modern poli- 


tics; entities like Senate Commit- 
tees that take their directives di- 
rectly from the highest power in 
the land — $$$. So be patient with 
your Freddie friends. They might 
be useful allies, though if they 
have any sense, they won't last 
too long. It took me long enough, 
not in deciding to leave, but in 
arranging a simpler, less depen- 
dent , non-electric lifestyle to turn 
to. Now maybe I'll have enough 
free time to work on converting 
my nearest National Forest into a 
National Land Trust, "publicly 
owned and not for sale." 

— Michael Keys 

Dear Editor, 

I read the SeDnA article (Brigid 
1996 EF.'J, page 4) with interest. I 
enjoyed the narrative of the ac- 
tion and appreciated the out- 
come. However I must point out 
the wildly unrealistic decibel level 
cited in the article. 250dB is about 
4,294,970,000 times louder than 
a jet engine measured at close 
range. It represents a power of 
10 13 Watts per square meter. This 
is 160,000 times the intensity of 
the surface of the sun! HOT! A 
police siren near the ear is more 
like 1 40dB. I agree that the acous- 
tic imaging that they are doing is 
a hazard but we must be careful 
to verify our science or we'll lose 
credibility in our reporting. 

The phrase "low-decibel-fre- 
quency" has no physical or physi- 
ological meaning either. I assume 
the intent was to say "sensitive." 
Using "techno-babbly" terms 
such as that really make it sound 
like the author does not know 
what he is talking about. I sus- 
pect otherwise. I developed great 
respect and admiration for 
Jonathan when I met him at the 
RRR in California, His knowledge 
about and commitment to the 
larger issue is commendable. The 
action plans sound exciting. 

Next topic... Watch those hem- 
orrhoid products for shark liver 
oil. Also, it pisses me off when- 
ever I hear "shark infested wa- 
ters" spoken like they don't be- 
long there... 

Yours, a humble Physics BS 
without a job... 

— Scott Strehlow 


EF! Journal, 

The inaccuracies in the Nov. 
'95 Journal, pg. 28, Earth Libera- 
tion Prisoners Sec., regarding 
MOVE almost made me puke. 
And so, this correction. 

The prisoners listed are ten. 
Those ten are the MOVE-9, and 
MUMIA ABUJAMAL. TheMOVE- 
9 were wrongfully convicted of 
killing a pig. The MOVE-9 were 
arrested in 1978 . The City of 
Philly had theMOVE-9 contained 
in the basement of their own 
home! While in the process of 
torturing the MOVE-9, a pig at 
street level (the MOVE-9 were 
below street level, basement) was 
shot, from above, the bullet trav- 
eled down through his neck. The 
MOVE-9 all received up to 100 
years each for killing the pig. 
One pig, one bullet, nine murder 
convictions. (Anything wrong 
with this picture?) Now, Mumia 
Abu Jamal, an award-winning 
journalist and commentator de- 
cided that since this was not be- 
ing covered consistently and ac- 
curately, that he would. He be- 
gan being threatened because he 
was reporting the truth, that the 
public had a right to know. He 


was fired from several radio/news- 
paper jobs ...BECAUSE THE SYS- 
TEM WAS THREATENED BY HIS 
WORDS (AND MOVES). 

So... in 1981, the FBI and the 
City of Philly got the chance to 
pin a murder, of a pig, on him. 
He is, of course, as you all must 
have heard by now — on death 
row. The case is as blatant as any 
other (MORE SO, REALLY) p.p. 
you may have heard of. Informa- 
tion is available (and accurate). 

So that's the ten listed. On an- 
other note there was mention of 
the bombing. The bombing of 
the MOVE house on Osage Ave. 
in Philly took place on May 13. 
1985 . Of the 13 people in that 
house, on that day, only two sur- 
vived. Ramona, whose body was 
burned to a crisp, managed some- 
how to get out with a child. She 
was arrested and did many un- 
just years in prison but is now 
out working very hard to see 
Mumia and the MOVE-9 freed, 
yet still maintains to stand for 
what thevall stand forstill — THE 
TRUTH behind LIFE. 

Before the FBI and City of Philly 
bombed their house, they cleared 
all residents off Osage Ave. (a 
complete city block), and it 
burned to the ground following 
the bombing of the MOVE house, 
with no attempt by the fire de- 
partment to stop it. 

So, 1 978 is the significant time 
frame for the nine MOVE mem- 
bers. after all they've been wrong- 
fully incarcerated for 17 years. 
Mumia — a MOVE su pporter — has 
been wrongfully incarcerated for 
14 years (plus) and still |is] on 
DEATH ROW. Eleven people dead 
from the 1985 bombing, plus we 
mustn't forget the people of 
MOVE who have done years of 
time, unjustly, that now continue 
on with the struggle . The MOVE 
ORGANIZATION comes as such 
a threat to the powers that be 
that those powers will stop at 
nothing less than murder, bombs, 
wrongful incarceration, and lies. 
The MOVE organization is con- 
sistent with what it says, and has 
been for over 25 years. Everyone 
should take the time to listen to 
what its members say. It takes no 
genius to quickly understand that 
what they speak is THE TRUTH . 
Plain and simple. The system 
depends on inaccuracies such as 
the blunders that were made in 
the 1 1 /95 issue of the EFIJ. Please 
stand corrected and try to correct 
the inaccurate information you 
have given to thousands of read- 
ers. The MOVE organization 
needs accurate info put out all 
the time — using the Journal as a 
liaison, in this case, could dis- 
credit anyone really interested in 
putting out the information. 

Anyone wishing info about the 
MOVE-9 and/or Mumia Abu 
Jamal can write to: International 
Concerned Family and Friends, 
POB 19709, Philadelphia, PA 
19143; (215) 476-8812. 

— Carol Dove 

Ed. reply: Thanks for the correc- 
tions. As far as I can tell, the only 
errors I made were including Mumia 
Abu-Jamal in MOVE, which I'm sure 
is a common mistake, and confusing 
the police raid which led to the death 
of a “pig" and the police raid which 
culminated in the bombing. The in- 
formation I used was from Earth 
Liberation Prisoners and doesn't 
seem thatdamagingly inaccurate, so 
why the upset stomach? — JF 
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Dear Ned Ludd 

A FORUM FOR THE TACTICS AND IDEAS 
OF STRATEGIC MONKEYWRENCH INC. 

For entertainment purposes only. 


NET MINES NOT TEDS 

Dear Ned Ludd: 

Re: the "Shrimp Harvest of Shame." Readers may be interested to hear of a 
tactic being used effectively against shrimp trawlers in Asia. Coastal subsistence 

fishfolks have been foiling the 
ft . big boats by sinking "net 

\ a § £ mines" in areas of high 

\ ft ft W shrimping activity. 

S These contraptions are 
Jr made by running rebar 
through milk crates so 

whole mass 

/ with rocks 

and/or con- 

^ Crete. Shrimp nets move 

\ along the ocean floor, and are 

f f F / \ no match for concrete and 

a * \ rebar. TED, schmed. End in- 

I % dustrial fishing. 

B \ — Bycatch Bonnie 
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Tired of Vandalized Machinery? 


LET “PORT-ALARM” PROTECT IT! 


PORT-A-LARM, the portable, universally 
triggered, alarm system is the answer to 
your jobsite security needs. 

• A "stand-alone" entry alarm system 

• Self-Contained 12V sealed battery for 2 full 
weeks of protection before needing recharged 

» Triggered by virtually any means on the market 
(plus a couple that aren't!) 

• No complicated wiring or installation, 

• Can operate as a silent alarm by keying one of 
your portable radios 

• Pepper gas fogger option available for 
enclosed areas 

• Remote arming transmitter 

• Using versatile remote transmitting devices, this 
unit can protect a given structure Plus several 
vehicles and equipment nearby 

• Capable of floodlighting an entire site with over 
800 watts of light when activated 


Let’ Mutph’ take care of security 

MURPHY’S LAW 

Security Products 

800-707-9954 

FAX: (541)689-0274 

88 Maxwell Rd„ Eugene OR 87404 


RENTALS AVAILABLE 


ALARMING 

Dear Ned Ludd, 

Recently I was looking through a 
copy of Logger's World when I spotted 
an advertisement for a portable alarm 
system. 1 thought it might be benefi- 
cial for other monkeywrenchers to 
know more about "security products" 
such as this one. Especially interest- 
ing about this alarm system advertise- 
ment (besides showing what this evil 
device looks like), is the fact that it 


can operate a silent alarm or spray 
pepper gas (ouch!). 

Yep, these could hurt. Some of the 
advertising claims of these security 
devices are: silently calling security 
personnel over portable radios; 
spraying pepper gas fog (supposedly 
for enclosed areas); protecting a 
structure plus several nearby vehicles 
and equipment; turning on flood- 
lights when triggered. 

[I’ve heard of a port-a-pottie, hut never 
a "port-a larm!" — BBJ 
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THE 

H*U*M*A*N-U*R*E 

HANDBOOK 

A GUIDE TO COMPOSTING HUMAN MANURE 

1995 by J. C Jenkins 

198 pages, papeibound, indexed, illustrated. 

— px How to recycle human feces and 
/A'L!'' urine, or humanure, without the 
( ~ vr ~ I nee< * f° r money, chemicals, tech- 
\ © J nology, odors, or environmental 

V pollution. 


“A moving book.” “The ultimate in bathroom 
reading.” “A lot of s— t.” “After reading this 
book you’ll never flush a toilet with indiffer- 
1 ence again.” “Anyone who cares about the 
earth and wants to stop being part of our 
modem throw-away society should read this 

S “A dangerous piece of writing.” 

)f the most amazing and informa- 
(and useful) books we have seen.” 
“A good read for anyone ready to 
entertain the possibility of more 
Uv integrating him or herself into 
josystera.” “Witty and engaging.” 
ionate, cogently reasoned, humor- 
equcnlly irreverent.” “One of the 
ost serious and humorous, well 
ched yet humble, and motivating 
<3 I have read.” “A ih— ty book.” 

18.00 PPD; ORDER FROM: JENKINS 
UBUSHING, DEPT. EF, PO BOX 607. 
GROVE CITY, PA 16127 USA 


^Tradition Bonders 

AMERICAN-MADE 
TREE-FREE PAPER 

10% Hemp/10% Esparto Grass/6o% Agricultural 
By-Product/20% Post-Consumer 

By using this papier you become a participant in the solution to cutting 
the forests for pulp & paper. And, you are helping solve the problem 
of 1 .5 billion tons of agricultural waste that's taxing our landfills. 

Save the Forests! Demand Tree-Free Paper! 
A QUALITY AND EARTH-FRIENDLY PRODUCT 

Milled in the United States for use in photocopiers 8 laserprinters. 
Call us for your paper needs. Wholesale orders welcome. 

1 - 800 - 309-2974 

“A New Product for a New Era" 

Tradition Bond ^Non-wood Paper Products 
1430 Willamette St *367, Eugene. OR 97401 
Phone: 503/342-2974 Fax: 503/687-7744 
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Sears Island Chip Port Defeat, cont... 



stop 
carpenter's 
was a big job- 


contitiued from page 1 

Having a carefully worded, ask-for-everything-under- 
the-sun-and-then-some Freedom of Information Act 
request letter helps a lot, too. 

We got real smart on the federal laws that applied 
(NEPA, the Clean Water Act, the Rivers and Harbors 
Act, the Endangered Species Act and a sl£w of other 
federal and state laws), and educated other grassrooters 
and media on how the regulatory poker game was 
being played, in easy-to-understand language. We 
filled the newspapers with op-eds, letters to the 
editor and a steady flow of press releases; babbled on 
radio talk shows; and filled the regulators' mailboxes 
and fax machines with detailed critiques of all the 
flaws in the state's plan and reports. We launched 
preemptive media strikes when we 
learned through the grapevine that 
a decision was brewing, reacted 
swiftly and appropriately when- 
ever they got the drop on us 
and created bumper stickers 
("Fish or Chips?," "Defend 
the Bay!" and a neat little 
"SEARS ISLAND" to apply to 
signs). We worked with the 
union, who knew this port 
removal machine and never let Governor Angus 
"Jobs Jobs Jobs!" King off the hook for extreme 
hypocrisy. 

Watch Your Moderates 

We learned early on how important it is to keep an 
eye on the eco-yuppies for symptoms of Win-Win 
Fever. Win-Win generally appears in one of two forms: 
Creeping Myopia or Acquired Integrity Deficiency 
Syndrome. In its more virulent form, the disease is 
transmitted by a direct injection of big business 
greenwash dollars into nonprofit groups' bank ac- 
counts, and also through excessive intercourse with 
corporate biostitutes and influence peddlers. 

As an example of the former, Maine's Sierra Club 
chapter emerged victorious from an earlier round of 
the battle in the 1980's, bringing chip port develop- 
ment to a dead halt by successfully litigating for an 
Environmental Impact Statement. Now, even after 
the Governor has conceded the struggle over the port 
project, Sierra Club and a host of other moderates are 
promoting construction of a GATT port on the nearby 
mainland as a compromise, since it wouldn't take 
place on Wassumkeag Island! 

The Island Institute (no relation to Earth Island 
Institute) was founded ten years ago to nurture the 
wild and human inhabitants of Maine's coastal 
islands. But years have passed, and Cham- 
pion Paper, Georgia-Pacific and the other 
export wannabees have been key in help- 
ing the Institute's annual budget swell 
from three figures to somewhere in 
the upper six. This supposed voice for 
Penobscot Bay's fishing communities 
just couldn't find the strength to take 
any position on a bay-killer GATT 
port. A closer look revealed the pres- 
ence of transnational entities on its board of direc- 
tors; any effort to remove them could be fatal to the 
Institute in its present state of bloat. 

On the other hand, the Conservation Law Founda- 
tion, the biggest eco-yuppie environmental group in 
New England, got right into it. Over the last five 
years, as the ancient forests evaporated, the eco- 
empires discovered that marine conservation was 
the new fundable thing and began turning their 
attention seaward. While most chose to focus on the 
disastrous "management" of commercial fishing in 
federal waters rather than politically connected de- 
velopers and polluters, the Conservation Law 
Foundation's fish-hugger team decided to take a 
stand against the GATT port. Together we developed 
a strong package of challenges to the contemptibly 
crummy Supplemental Environmental Impact State- 
ment exuded by the state's consultants after their 
first EIS was tossed by legal challenges in the '80s. 

From the clams, mussels, scallops and seaworms 
of nearby Long Cove, deprived of their plankton 
diet by the state's illegal causeway, which paved 
over the submerged sand bar between Wassumkeag 



and the mainland, to flounder 
larvae rendered homeless by the 
destruction of the seagrass mead- 
ows and hungry seals deprived 
of their flounder dinners, we de- 
manded acknowledgment of 
every direct and predictable blow 
to every bit of Penobscot Bay's 
ecosystem from this project. 

Ditto for the Maine woods and 
all its inhabitants. 

The combination of Maine EF!’s 
savage pounding of the pro-port, 
state bureaucrats and the waver- 
ing Army Corps of Engineers, and labor's exposure of 
the industrial forest owners' plans to liquidate the 
Maine woods for export, gave the National Marine 
Fisheries Service, the Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) and the US Fish and Wildlife 
Service the courage to make a stand and 
actually follow the law! 

Feed Your Feds 

Because the port would have screwed up an amazing 
variety of different parts of the natural world all at 
once, state and federal agency involvement was heavy 
and heavily polarized. Keeping relentless positive pres- 
sure on the EPA, National Marine Fisheries Service and 
US Fish & Wildlife Service to resist capitulating to the 
political class' demands was crucial. The political 
situation was extreme, with the entire Maine Congres- 
sional delegation and state legislature clamoring for 
the port. Congressman-from-hell James Longley 
blasted enviros as "thugs" (how original) and en- 
listed the aid of California Congressman Jerry 
Lewis (chair of the committee that determines 
EPA's funding) to squeeze EPA chief Carol 
Browner into ordering her New England 
division to back off. Didn't work! Now 
Longley is sweating as we solemnly and 
sadly inform the media that "Vote Wrongly" 

Longley conspired to sacrifice his 
constituent's livelihoods to please his cam- 
paign contributors (aka the usual suspects). We also 
lavished praise of the wonderful work the EPA and the 
others were doing to save Maine's doughty fishermen 
and sawmiller's jobs etc., etc., etc... in calls, letters and 
faxes to President Bill, while begging him to save them 
from the Republican's dark designs. 

National Marine Fisheries Service and the US Fish 
& Wildlife Service (FWS) and the EPA were a dream 
team in this battle. Once they realized that local 
citizens actually CARED about the environment and 
were willing to go to bat for them and blister 
them if they backed down, they kept an 
unyielding stance. EPA and the FWS 
didn't show the slightest interest in 
compromising away the Maine 
Woods or the wild island. The state 
government's flimsy attempt to ar- 
tificially separate construction of the 
port from the massive clearcutting that would 
follow (called "secondary impacts" in the regu- 
lations) didn't fly because the state had spent 
years explaining that they had to put the port 
on the island because no other location would 
be roomy enough for woodchip export. (Can't 
have it both ways! If the port is predicated on 
woodchip export, then clearcutting to supply 
the chips is a "reasonably anticipated second- 
ary impact" and, as such, had to go into the 
Environmental Impact Statement.) 

The unbending opposition of the National 
Marine Fisheries Service's Habitat Program 
(NMFS) was the final nail in the coffin. In the 
face of heavy political pressure to back off, 

NMFS held its ground and showed to the Corps 
that the project posed a severe threat to Maine's 
marine life, in violation of the Clean Water 
Act's prohibition against "significant degrada- 
tion" of important spawning and nursery areas, 
especially those made up of submerged eelgrass 
meadow wetlands. (Fascinating stuff, actually. 

A flowering plant that gave up on the terrestrial 
world and migrated to life beneath the tideline, 
submerged flowers and all.) 



Colonel Lawless of the Corps blew off the Maine 
Department of Marine Resources and Maine Depart- 
ment of Inland Fish and Wildlife's ridiculous polemics 
in favor of the port, and ordered the state to come up 
with a way to mitigate the trashing of a whole bay 
before proceeding any further. The governor looked at 
what it'd cost to do anything that had even a remote 
chance of getting past Earth First! and the feds and 
tossed his cookies. He got down on his knees in front 
of Bowater and the other timber beasts and begged 
them to throw their money into the pot. They con- 
temptuously slammed the door in his face. The deal 
was for Governor King to sucker the public 
into subsidizing the chip port. Ask them 
for money? What gall! So, after 
that final dry heave, Governor 
King knew the jig was up, and 
pulled the plug on the awful 
GATT monster. A slender blade of ee- 
lgrass had defeated a dozen multination- 
als and their government puppets with a little help 
from its human friends in Earth First! 

Now what? 

The port is dead, dead, DEAD! But EPA New En- 
gland Director John DeVillars, like the Sierra Club, 
has a serious case of Win-Win Fever. He, too, favors 
putting a GATT port on the mainland of Penobscot 
Bay, instead of the island, and boasted to the media 
that the permits for it could be gotten in a matter of 
weeks if the state wanted to go for it. Oh yeah??!!? As 
the struggle in Maine showed, there's more than one 
way to sink a chip port! 

If your stretch of the coast is facing threats from 
industry or development, send a SOS to Coastwatch! 
for aid and information (find Coastwatch! in the EF! 
Projects list on page 39). Not one more barnacle 
should fall to the coast-abusing bozos anywhere! 
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Fear and Loathing on the "Repeal the Rider" Campaign Trail 


continued from front page 

lobbyist Mark Rey, squaring off against Senator Murray, 
backed by Rey's former co-worker, industry lobbyist 
Marla Marvin, dueling about how much they'll do for 
the forests and local mills. Murray even blathered on 
about how the original rider wasn't fair to millworkers 
who needed "better than a few months fix." So she 
trumped Hatfield's one-year extension and proposed 
a three-year expedited timber salvage program. Idaho 
senator Dirk Kempthome's ludicrous assertion that 
"salvage logging will save endangered species" went 
noticeably unchallenged. (Wouldn't want any rotten 
trees falling and crushing a grizzly now, would we?) 

We know what full repeal would do. Not enough, 
that's for sure. It would simply restore the same tired 
set of laws that got us here in the first place. What 
exactly would Murray do? Even in defeat, it en- 
shrined the concept of "salvage logging" forever, 
probably dooming the remnant old growth, as well 
as the forests of the Rockies, the Southwest and the 
Southeast. It merely shifted the cut volume around 
in the Westside forests by letting timber companies 
choose to trade old-growth sales for other sales or 
choose to be bought out of sales at a hefty profit 
should a sale be successfully challenged in court. 
(Hatfield's new rider allows them the choice with- 
out the trouble of a court case). 

Just the Murray bill's stated purpose, "citizen par- 
ticipation in expedited salvage logging" says it all. 
Perhaps the worst of it is that if it had passed, when 
Bubba signed it he would claim that he'd saved the 
ancient forest — for the third time! — without actually 
having yet saved a single tree! The man really is Slick 
Willie! As it is, he'll probably veto the final bill with 
Hatfield's extensions because it's tied to a huge 
packet of pork that also contains some odious anti- 
choice and anti-education provisions. Look to Green 
Central to praise him and run another of their horrid 
"Thank you Mr. President" ads in the NY Times. 
Then, as before, once the unrelated objectionable 
parts are removed he'll jump to sign on. 

The lies and omissions swirling around the whole 
"salvage" scam are plentiful. Leading up to Hatfield's 
rider success, we had Clinton claiming on June 7, 
1995 when he first vetoed the bill, "Nobody has 
worked any harder than I have to start logging again 
in our country's forests... [but] suspending all the 
environmental laws of the country... is not the appro- 
priate way." Two weeks later Bubba signed on to the 
exact same suspension of the laws. 

When it became painfully clear that the rider was 
the last great buffalo hunt on our ancient forests, not 
to mention what it does to other regions of the 
continent, Clinton pleaded incompetence, that the 
administration was misled about the consequences 
of the rider, and that they never knew how much old 
growth the rider would doom. Any truth to that? 
Maybe the ineptitude part, but Architect of Extinc- 
tion Hatfield says of his hours of discussion with 
White House chief of staff Leon Panetta, "We dis- 
cussed it all thoroughly. They understood every 
detail in the bill." Hatfield and Panetta even dis- 
cussed the ramifications (none) of finding murrelet 
egg shells on the ground — I'll say they went over it in 
detail. And, it's known that the administration was 
given an exact list of all 1 52 old-growth sales the rider 
would push forward. As one Democratic aide put it 
when asked about full repeal, "The rider is important, 
but they will not run over Hatfield." 

Deal of Shame Deja Vu 

The Environmental Land, Air and Water (LAW) 
Conference in Eugene, Oregon on March 7-10 pro- 
vided a forum for debate on the Full Repeal abandon- 
ment and the Murray Salvage Logging sign on by the 
Pew contingent. 

Andy Kerr, executive director of that law firm the 
Oregon Natural Resources Council (ONRC), defended 
the repeal capitulation by claiming "it gives us the 
right to sue." So what? We already know ONRC's 
modus operandi of eco-Catch-22. If they do sue and 
win an injunction, they rush to give up the injunc- 
tion because it might lead to a rider that would 
obviate the right to sue. Ah, but you get to keep the 
attorney's fees. 

While loudly, publicly protesting to the LAW Con- 
ference crowd that "I'm Pew-free" (as bold a reproach 



Here's 
what Mitch 
"best-dressed eco- 
activist" Friedman 
says of the WAFC SUP- 
PORT/concern letter that 
his and other foundation 
sponsored groups signed 
on to: "NWEA (Northwest 
Ecosystems Alliance), along 
with a number of regional 
and national groups signed 
on to a letter... which ex- 
presses support, while also 
noting areas of concern. We 
have done so not in the spirit 
of compromise, but because 
we believe that it is on the 
whole a good bill... We also 
believe that it would not 
have a chance of passage un- 
less conservation groups make it known to senators 
that this is a green vote." That surely must be because 
the esteemed senators would recognize it as the 
industry bill it is were it not for the coat of green paint 
applied by such "eco-defenders" as NWEA. 

At least NWEA was a step above the Sierra Club who 
pledged support to Murray without any expression 
of concern or conditions. 


The endangered 
orange-bellied 
parrot speaks out 
about defensive- 
stance organizing. 


of Pew as we'll get from Green Central) and claiming 
that he supports full repeal, Jim Jontz of the founda- 
tions' Western Ancient Forest Campaign (WAFC) 
worked behind the scenes and sent out faxes on how 
to improve the Murray bill, including a letter of 
SUPPORT/concern. "I'm sick and tired of the 
grassroots undercutting me every time I turn around . 
If it happens again, I'm going to do some exposing of 
my own," said Jim "the Flasher" Jontz exposing his 
true opinion of grassroots politics to Tim Hermach of 
the Native Forest Council, a severe critic of the 
Murray sham. 

How soon they forget. Last November, Mark 
Hubbard of ONRC, Kevin Kirchner of the Sierra Club 
Legal Defense Fund (SCLDF) and Jim Jontz chastised 
the administration and their helpmates for seeking 
the same sort of fix when they wrote, "by negotiating 
for modification of this outrageous legislation, you 
effectively endorse the provisions of the rider you do 
not change." 


Repeal the 
Rider! 
Squawk! 
Repeal the 
Rider! 


Tough Talk 

As the greenwash fails, more and more of Clinton's 
apologists strike back. Assistant Secretary of the Inte- 
rior George Frampton recently told some SCLDF 
attorneys, "I'm tired of the Alliance [for the Wild 
Rockies] attacking us and if they don't get out of our 
way, we're going to destroy them." Perhaps "Wise 
Use" guru Ron Arnold may be right in his claims of 
Fish and Wildlife hit squads. 

Forest Service Chief Jack Ward Thomas weighed in 
with, "That fuckingjeff St. Clair (editor of Wild Forest 
Review). If I were a younger man I'd whip his ass." Just 
think if the rest of the community would stand up! 
Would these bullies dare speak like this if they 
actually knew that most of us feel like St. Clair and 
the Alliance activists? 

Hero and Dupes 

Not enough can be said of the heroic role played by 
Save America's Forests (SAF) in all of this. Immedi- 
ately upon getting the odious provisions of the 
Murray bill, SAF published a critique and dropped it 
at congressional offices. It called it out for what it is — 
a bill that increases "salvage" logging (with a perma- 
nent timber salvage program), a bill that legislates 
Option 9 Probable Sale Quantities into timber quo- 


tas,^ bill that doesn't save a single acre of forests... 
Thanks to SAF, this bill has been exposed to the 
disinfecting properties of daylight. Of course, Gang 
Green is already blaming SAF for the defeat of the 
Murray's "green" bill. 

In contrast to SAF, we had the same laundry list of 
losers pushing the Murray forest destruction/Clinton 
greenwash bill. These are the same folks who told us 
that the anctent forest would be saved when Hatfield 
was up for re-election in 1990. They told us that 
Option 9 was a "victory" that saved the ancient 
forests. They told us that the Deal of Shame release of 
sales from injunction would "save more trees than 
would be cut." They told us that the deal would 
prevent any new riders. And now some, like Bobcat 
of Headwaters, the group that begot "Forest Health" 
and "Partnerships" in the first place, tells us the 
Murray bill is "better than full repeal!" In actuality, 
there would have been wider spread damage to 
watersheds under Murray than under the odious 
Hatfield rider. More acres would have been cut to 
find the "replacement" volume. 

How can we ever expect to be taken seriously 
enough to pass protection legislation when some 
"greens" cave so easily on defensive efforts like the 
rider repeal? Luckily for us, Hatfield wouldn't let 
Murray pass. If he was a tad smarter, he just might 
have let the Democrats pass it and put the onus on 
Gang Green. When Hatfield finally crushes repeal 
and extends his rider, he'll also have broken the 
"strong" Democrats like Furse and denied Clinton a 
little election year greenwashing. And, Clinton him- 
self won't be all that sad to see a defeat pinned on the 
grassroots activists who rallied behind full repeal. If 
there's one thing they all fear, it's a vigorous grassroots. 
The Timber Love-in 

I've yet to mention the Seventh American Timber 
Congress held in DC recently, where less than one 
third of the "greens" in attendance voted in favor of 
a ban on further roading in national forests. At the 
very same time, thousands of existing Forest Service 
roads gave way in massive landslides depositing 
tons of silt in Northwest waterways, which caused 
$60 million in road damage alone! The City of 
Salem, Oregon was put on mandatory water ration- 
ing for the first time, causing another $ 10 million in 
losses to area businesses — no assessment yet of the 
salmon and other species' body count in the scoured 
and silt-choked streams. 

That wasn't even the low point. Remember all 
those appeals from Pew for grassroots activists to 
attend? Remember the calls from Jim Jontz stating 
that if we didn't get a favorable vote on repeal "we'll 
walk, and we'll walk early." Well, repeal went down 
to a crushing defeat at this big timber love-fest, yet 
when real grassroots activists planned a walkout, 
they were chastised by the DC gang. 

When the truncated walkout finally did come, not 
only did the DC gang stay, they booed Southwest 
activist Peter Galvin's podium announcement of the 
walkout and they tipped off security that the "radi- 
cals" were on their way to the press room. Paul 
Ketchum, of the injunction-surrenderinggroup Port- 
land Audubon and Board president of WAFC, was 
widely quoted as saying, "We successfully 
marginalized the radicals." Think about it! How 
shameless can one be? He's given up injunctions, 
condemned thousands of acres of irreplaceable for- 
ests, condoned species extinction and hasn't saved a 
single tree but how proud he is of "marginalizing the 
radicals." Unbelievable! 

What these groups really need most is a little 
grassroots sensibility, a little backbone and a lot of 
antidote to their bureaucratic urge to compromise. 
The Pew warriors think they know all there is to know 
about ecosystems and they think they know all there 
is to know about politics, which to them means 
statecraft and the manipulation of public opinion — in 
complete denial of their many devastating past errors. 

Such hubris comes about as Starhawk has said, 
because, "There's a big difference between knowing 
and loving." It is the transcendent true "knowing" of 
oneness with life that requires that our work be an 
uncompromising act of love. That may sound a little 
woo woo and unusual coming from me, but Starhawk 
has defined not only the nature of the split in the 
movement, but the means by which we must carry on. 
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Clear as cut glass and just as dangerous 


LEAKS 


BURY MY HEART 

Fluid thief Colorado 
ferrying silt, carving rock, 
spawning catclaw and catfish. 

Shadowed symmetry 
of subtle 
lines latticed 

on upcurved canyon walls; 
sheerwall rising above 
narrow plateaus 
where ocotillos wave 
twisted arms 

and seep springs feed spraygrass. 

Swallowtail butterflies flit 
along porous lava, cracked crosscuts 
slicing down to where light splays 
on water, spangling above depths 
where unslackened, the current 
never rests. 

Digging, 

my fingers scratch away pebbles, 

scoop out handfuls of sand and dirt 

fashioning a place 

for my heart, 

covering it over, 

letting soil work. 

Nursed in cretaceous darkness, 
roots tentacle out to pierce 
close-moleculed masks of stone. 

Man earth, earth man, 

skin dissolved, flesh gone, 

bones sinking into a lost sea, 

into sacred ribbons of water 

chattering off the backs of mountains 

licking the wounds of the earth, 

folding and unfolding her seasons 

like pages of a book 

we 

have 

forgotten 

how 

to 

read. 

— Bob Finkbine 


Send (Poems to: 

‘Warrior i Poets Society 
AS‘UC‘Bo?c361 
'Berkeley, CA 947204510 

all rights reserved to the authors 


For Corey Duncan 


17.04.92 

Daffodils, spring beauty, robins 
Peepers singing in Redwings 
Bloodroot buds wrapped in rubbery cloak 
leaves 

Woodchucks on every acre hungrily 
Hepatica as blue as a dream of heaven 
Last year's oriole nest 
Beckons like a bucket in the well of life 

— Jenny McBride 


"A DAY at THe BeAcH" 



ORDER WITHIN/ORDER WITHOUT 

there are pieces of our minds 
we forgot, 

lying highwayside — 

shreds of black plastic 
on barbed wire. 


for li/2 minutes radioactive steam 
spews from nuclear power plant 
outside Rochester, NY. 
emergency quickly demoted to alert, 
area citizens assured 
no cause for alarm. 

how many times can they say that? 

I never did well in science 
but logic tells me 

radioactive steam cannot possibly escape 
without contaminating a few trees 
along Lake Ontario or 
misting over neighborhood windows. 

miniature nuclear wars 
jotted down in each plant's log 
go unnoticed, 
cancer rates increase 
miscarriages and mutations, 
because there are no news bulletins 
interrupting sit-coms 

dinner vibrates in microwave oven as usual, 
electric bill gets paid. 

in every child's prayer 
a plea for protection 
no nuclear war 
never a word about leaks. 

— Sallie Ehrman 


FEVER SCENT 

Pearly white and first leaf green, 
peach blush near center, 
dogwood calyx dropping. 

Peppermint striped spring beauties 
flounce like uppity Scarlett O’Haras 
in a cinnamon breeze. 

Crave all attention and promise, 
tomorrow is another day. 

Blood rush. 

Full moon is gone 
but madness lingers on. 

No padded room can hold 
these saturated senses. 

Dog nose twitching 

layered scents 

only colorblind can see. 

Run back and forth 
on the trail of 
something 
important. 

It’s time, it’s time! 

Does anyone not see? 

The season shed its dormancy. 

New skin pinks out. 

Oh! Sensitive, 

it wields all thought and then some. 
Touch consciousness to grindstone 
and sharpen to a whining pitch 
of first mosquito down in old knot hole, 
so many more to follow. 

Ramps are a garlic-onion Blessing Way 
to cleanse the spirit of winter’s lethargy 
and lean the blood. 

A sensuous energy, 
a fever, 
of spring. 

— Sam Chamberlain 
1994 


christien gholson 


A sacred fire bums at the House of Himwitsa, 

Those close to you grieve, remember your music, 
mourn your passing. 

Corey loved deeply the lush rainforest and people of 
Bella Coola. 

He remains with us now as he was once by the 
campfire, singing. 

May his memory and presence stir our love for creation, 
And rage against Interfor in defense of our relations. 



Cultus aestivalis, (Plecoptera) 
Grand County, Colorado River 


— AI Decker 



Announcements A 



Join our band of happy, ragged folk on California’s 
north coast for a three-day celebration of Arcata’s growing 
eco-activist and anarchist community. Events include 
speakers, live music, workshops, non-violence training, 
poetry, daily community dinners, barter fair, actions and 
general mischief. 

A May 3 concert features Casey Neill, Robert Hoyt, 
Leslie Hemstreet and Seth. The full-moon weekend lies 
on the anniversary of the Haymarket Affair and the Kent 
State Massacre. 

Call (707) 441-6470 or write to: Free Areata Festival, 
POB 4733, Free Areata, CA 95518 to receive an info, 
booklet/schedule. The soon-to-be autonomous community 
of Free Areata is 280 miles north of San Francisco and 150 
miles south of Grants Pass, OR. 


/ % 

: End Corporate Dominance oi the Earth ! : 

• "The earth isn't dying. It's being killed, and the people killing it have names and • 

• addresses." — Utah Phillips * 

• He also sang "Dump the Bosses Off Your Backs," and that is what we intend • 
J to do on May 20. The time has come to draw the connection between all of our J 

• campaigns on environmental issues, all the battles in our individual neighbor • 

• hoods — that connecting thread, that common enemy being corporate greed! * 

• We hatched a plan at the Activist Conference to coordinate actions nation- • 

• ally against corporate destruction of the earth. We need to challenge the I 

• prevailing view that we are somehow stuck with the power that corporations • 

• wield. The plan involves compiling and conducting research on a "dirty ! 

• dozen" corporations, sharing that information and launching campaigns • 

• against those targets. We need YOU! Your ideas, your organizing, your • 

• participation, and your body when May 20 rolls around, but there's a lot to do • 

• in the meantime. The End Corporate Dominance Working Group formed in • 

• February and has a snail mail and e-mail address. We need to identify contacts • 

• all over the country NOW, to get in on the ground floor organizing for this • 

• major action. It should be a boost to everyone's campaign everywhere and a * 

• good way to connect campaigns. • 

• We want to make this a coalition effort, reaching out to labor, social change * 

• and human rights groups, but with Earth First! spearheading it with a strong • 

• biocentric message. Dump the corporations off Mother Earth's back! • 

• Contact Oregon Project, c/o Blue Mts. Biodiversity Project, HCR 82, Fossil, OR • 
l 97830; (408) 425-4422; e-mail: earthfirst@igc.apc.org (Subject: end corp dom). ^ 

S J 


CAMPFIRE POETRY BOOK 

We arenow taking submissions for 
EARTH FIRST! CAMPFIRE POEMS. 
EARTH FIRST! because hardcore 
biocentric. CAMPFIRE because able to 
be read around the campfire: humor and 
drama a help. We also need graphics and 
donations ($$) to help get this project off 
the ground. SO PLEASE SUBMIT, if you 
enjoy the pleasures of the spoken word, 
if you’re a believer in the power of poetry 
to change things, to make a difference, 
CONTRIBUTE! Send poems, graphics, 
donations to EARTH FIRST! CAMPFIRE 
POEMS c/o Dennis Fritzinger, ASUC 
^Box 36 1 , Berkeley, CA 94720-45 10. 


WE NEED YOUR HELP 
ON BIG MOUNTAIN! 


Now is a crucial time to build trust between outside 
supporters and traditional Dineh people resisting reloca- 
tion. Peabody Coal’s mine is moving closer and the tradi- 
tional people in Black Mesa are being threatened with 
forced displacement. The groundwater is contaminated 
and drying up; the people, plants and animals are sick from 
side-effects of the mine. A strong court case has business 
interests on edge. 

The families resisting relocation are the stronghold against 
the mine. They need us to come out and help with daily 
chores. Assisting elders, watching kids, herding sheep, 
chopping wood, cooking and cleaning are some of the 
tasks. They also need us to document harrassment by 
government officials as well as deter it with our presence. 
For homestays, come for one week minimum. Come in 
pairs, with a vehicle and be self-suifficient. Please contact 
BIG MOUNTAIN DIRECT SUPPORT at POB 1891, 
Tuscon, AZ, 85702 or call (520) 629-0855. In the Pacific 
Northwest, contact POB 11715, Eugene, OR 97450 or call 
(541) 341-3851 to find out more about a caravan in May. 


STOP FORCED RELOCATION 
OF INDIGENOUS PEOPLES! 



Eaylc I'enk foiflicriiijj — A\ay 10 suul 11 

The Southwest Center for Biological Diversity is 
planning an encampment to block attempts by the 
Gila National Forest to log the HB Salvage Sale in 
the Eagle Peak Roadless Area. We're going to kick 
off the encampment with a gathering on Eagle 
Peak May 10 and 11. Come self-sufficient as pos- 
sible and ready to take to the woods. 

The Forest Service has tried to cut this roadless 
area before but they were stopped by a massive 
public outcry. We still have hopes of stopping this 
project through political pressure or litigation , but 
direct action looks like our best hope. The timber 
beasts down here won't buy the trees after this 
summer so we just have to hold them off until the 
snow flies in the high country or they get sick of us 
and decide to go home. 

For more info, contact SWCBD, POB 102, Pinos 
Altos, NM 88053; (505) 388-8799, fax (505) 388-0666. 



National Parks and 
Conservation Association 


WALK FOR THE EARTH 

Join thousands of people across the US at an Earth 
Day walk taking place April 19-22 in all 50 states. 
To learn more, call the National Parks and Conser- 
vation Association at 1-800-NAT-PARK, ext. 225. 
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Zero Extract National Day of Action 0 


For those people who think all we do at 
Activist Conferences is have endless meet- 
ings, this year we planned actions instead! I 
would like to announce the exciting new 
Earth First! Zero Commercial / Corporate Ex- 
traction from Public and other Non-Private 
Lands Campaign (that's "EF!ZC/CEfPaoN- 
PLC" or "Zero Extract" or even " 0 Xtract" 
for short). Our first action is on April 20/21 
to coincide with Earth Day and John Muir's 
birthday. (Zero commercial extraction and 
non-private lands were specified to include 
corporate abuse of Native lands.) 

Potential actions include blockades, ban- 
ner hangings, street theater, educational 
outreach, press releases, posters, etc. Feel 
free to do whatever you like. All we are 


Day in the USA might be to clean up our ^ 
own act before we tell other countries what q 
to do. Zero extraction off public lands would q 
be a great place for us to start. q 

Zero Cut is not enough! We want an end 0 
to all commercial/ corporate mining, drill- 0 
ing, harvesting, dumping and grazing, j ust to 0 
start. Native and public lands are not for 0 
private financial profit. It's as simple as that. 0 
We are compiling a small packet of inf or- Ed 
mation containing a list of reasons why we Ed 
simply just can't continue to let profiteers & 
pillage public and Native lands. Please write, 
fax or e-mail us with your ideas and to receive 
a packet. (Please specify Zero Extract.) 

Contact 0 Xtract, EF!J, POB 1415, Eu- 
gene, OR 97440; fax (541) 741-9191; e-mail: ~ 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


0 suggesting is that our message for Earth earthfirst@igc.apc.org. ~ 

0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000 
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UW Regional 
Rendezvous 

May 10“ 13 

Cascadia Forest Defenders Unite! 

With the onslaught of logging without laws, we are 
seeing a redoubling of destruction throughout our bioregion. 
Warner Creek, Headwaters, Cove/Mallard, the Umpqua, 
Bella Coola, the Blue Mountains, the Olympics, the list goes 
on and on. It's time to regroup, strengthen our community, 
and work together to defend our native forests. Come learn 
about other campaigns, share stories and skills, and RELAX! 
Visit beautiful North Cascadia, home of big trees and fa- 
mous birds. 

Breaking with tradition, this rendezvous will be drug 
and alcohol-free. Alcohol has lead to the down-fall of other 
radical movements and is historically a tool of oppression. 
We, therefore, respectfully request four days of sobriety in 
the spirit of impassioned activism. Save your brews until 
after the 'vous. We will be hosting a party on Monday night 
to celebrate a year of hard work. 

For more information contact Olympia Earth First! at 
POB 10024 Olympia, WA 98502; phone (360) 352-6521. 


FREEDMENSTOWN SQUATTERS FESTIVAL 


Food Not Bombs (FNB) and the Allen Parkway Village Residents Council (APVRC) 
are hosting a regional FNB gathering in Freedmenstown April 27 through May 2nd. The 
Freedmenstown Squatter Festival will feature, among other things, concerts, workshops, 
squatter actions, guerrilla theater, womyn spaces, micro powered radio, guerrilla garden- 
ing, a May Day parade, EF!, Anarchy Ale and whatever else we collectively decide to do.... 

Freedmenstown was founded by former slaves right after the signing of the 
Emancipation Proclamation in 1861. The land was a large tract of “worthless” swamp 
land allotted to the free men (and womyn). In an ironic twist of fate it is now worth tens 
of millions of dollars and the white man wants it back!! 

Freedmenstown borders Downtown Houston, the exclusive River Oaks and memo- 
rial areas, the heights, and the newly gentrified Montrose Area. Developers on all sides 
of the besieged neighborhood are just drooling over the prospect of leveling the 
historical district to build high-rise condos for the yuppies who work downtown. Most 
of the opposition has come from the APVRC who have been able to keep the bulldozers 
out of the neighborhood, despite the efforts of the often hostile government and 
businesses who pull the strings. 

The APVRC has agreed to help FNB facilitate the gathering by letting us have it at 
project. There are hundreds of empty apartment units on the sight that can be squatted, 
and there are many large open spaces to use for massive “tent cities.” We have also 
secured the use of the community center (which has a large concert space, several 
smaller meeting rooms and kitchen facilities) and the outdoor mini-amphitheater. 
HELP US BUILD A COOPERATIVE COMMONWEALTH! 


For more information, contact Houston FNB, POB 981101, Houston TX, 77098. 



The United States is planning to resume nuclear weapons 
testing. A sub-critical explosion (where the force of the 
nuclear explosion is equal to or less than the force of the 
explosion of the triggering device used) has been set for June 
18, 19 96, at the Nevada Test Site. Back country direct-action 
groups are now forming. For more information call (805) 
948-6291, or write to: Nuclear-Free Planet, P.O. Box 492, 
Lancaster, CA, 93584-0492. 


The Ward Valley Coalition was formed in response to a 
proposed radioactive waste dump in southeastern Califor- 
nia. This is habitat for the threatened desert tortoise. A 
recent federal decision has delayed, but not stopped plans for 
this dump. The Coalition will hold a spring gathering April 
1 1 - 1 5 in Needles, California to celebrate the Mojave Desert 
and to plan for future actions. For more information on this 
gathering or the ongoing efforts to stop the Ward Valley 
Radioactive Waste Dump, call (619) 326-6267 or (415) 
752-8678 or (714) 547-6282 or (800) 326-6267. 


$$X$$X$$X$$X$$X$$X$$X$$X$$X$$X$$X$$X$$X$$X$$X$$X$$X$$X 

sejvj> shei/Ij to eete 

/“The Send Shell to Hell Alliance has called for an 
international day of action aimed against Shell. Shell must be made to 
pay for the death of Ken Saro-Wiwa. Ken, a committed environmentalist 
and human rights activist, opposed Shell’s exploitation of his region, 
Ogoniland, and the repressive Nigerian Government. We non call upon 
all ELF, Eco-tcrra-ist, Autonomist, and revolutionary groups to target 
Shell on May 1 , doing as much damage as possible, with the aim of forcing 
it to shut down its operations in all Nigeria. We arc fighting all multi- 
nationals, so let’s start knocking them down one by one. Potential targets 
arc petrol stations, offices or bill-boards. Let’s put Shell out of business! 

Remember: no injury to life — only loss of profits! 

REMEMBER KEN SARO-WIWA! 

$$X$$X$$X$$X$$X$$X$$X$$X$$X$$K$$X$$X$$X$$X$$X$$X$$X$$X 


EARTH 
NIGHT 
APRIL 1 


EARTH 

LIBERATION 

FRONT 


r 


Salvage Mania/Forest Health Week (May 13 - 17 ) 


Last year the Native Forest Network 
organized a successful day of action 
against the pulp and paper industry. 
In the same spirit, we and other 
grassroots groups are now initiating 
another event focused on countering 
the Salvage Rider and exposing the 
phony arguments associated with for- 
est health. Forest health, essentially 
the belief that we are protecting our 
forest to death, is just the latest excuse 
by the US Forest Service and timber 
industry to log our ancient forests, our 
intact watersheds, our roadless areas, 
and our regenerating forests managed 
by state and federal agencies. Our eco- 
systems are indeed in trouble due to 
extensive logging and roadbuilding, 
overgrazing, huge gold and silver 
mines and subdivisions. The trees that 
are still standing are not sick but still 
evolving according to natural ecologi- 
cal processes. 


It is imperative that our movement 
rally around the forests that were set 
aside in the public trust. These are 
where almost all of the 5 to 10 percent 
of original forests left in the US are 
found. It's time for all groups and 
individuals to start facing some of 
these timber sales on the ground. 

To plug into this week of actions, 
there are many different approaches 
to consider, ranging from media field 
tours, aerial overflights, educational 
presentations, forest monitoring ex- 
peditions, press conferences, public 
rallies, political protests and/or direct 
action involving nonviolent civil dis- 
obedience. 

The message we wish to convey is, 
"The Forest Service and the timber 
industry have done an end around the 
environmental movement in a last 
gasp attempt to turn our remaining 
native forests into industrial tree farms. 


We are asserting our right to protect 
all remaining native forests on public 
land for the maintenance of biologi- 
cal diversity, spiritual and environ- 
mental health, stable economies, and 
our cultural sanity." 

Despite the current political picture 
and the upper hand of the forest prod- 
ucts industry, all is not lost! Given 
these circumstances, we reckon that 
it's time for the environmental move- 
ment to reverse the tide while the 
industry, Congress and the Clinton 
Administration continue to underes- 
timate us. So if you or your organiza- 
tion wants to go on the offensive this 
spring, please contact the Native For- 
est Network's office in Missoula to get 
involved. 

Native Forest Network, POB 8251, 
Missoula, MT 59807; phone (406) 542- 
7343, fax 542-7347; 

nfnconferenc@igc.apc.org. 




WALL RALLY 
APRIL 20 

Witnesses against Lawless 
Logging (WALL), a people's 
group working toward 
organizing resistance 
against lawless logging in 
the Northwest, is currently 
mounting a major outreach, 
grassroots campaign to 
substantially increase the 
resistance by mid-April 
when "Ancient Forest 
W eek" is being organized to 
kick off the spring offensive 
to derail the Salvage Rider. 
We envision a whole week 
of forest-related events and 
a major protest rally on April 
20. For more info, contact 
OWF/WALL, POB 5878, 
Portland, OR 97228 
WALL HOTLINE 
(800) 283-5926 




J 
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Pollock Estate 

Biodiversity Fragmentation 
Bellamy Exposed 
Factory Burning in India 


Selar VR 
Opencast 

Anarchy & 
Mercedes 
American EFl 
Police Raid 
Greens 


Critical Mass 

Bougainville 
• Rcvolutionnary 
to* Army 

Ecological 
Restoration 


Reclaim the 
Streets 

Hga mbs 

Biff Prisoners 

■r of War 


.and lots more 1 


Voices From 


EARTH FIRST! PROFITS LAST! 

SPECIAL TREE MIX 


MUSIC REVIEW BY LESLIE HEMSTREET 

Do you reel from anger? Do you find the hurt 
inside you leaking out? Do you need an outlet for 
your rage? Political punkers in TREE could answer 
yes to all of those questions. With their tape Earth 
First! Profits Last! they have come up with a salve for 
the symptoms and a path to the antidote. 

"Hardcore" is a word often used to describe both 
activism and music but usually in separate contexts. 
TREE are hard-core about both. The album roars 
into full crank with a chainsaw rip at the beginning, 
and does not stop. This album motivated me to 
learn how to slam dance solo using special body 
contortions. And even though the lyrics are shouted 
in the classic punk style, 1 was able to understand 
almost every word. For those I couldn't understand, 
I read the lyric sheet. (Don't you feel robbed when 


you buy a record that doesn't include the lyrics?) 

Of course, that's all just style stuff anyway. What 
really smokes about this record is the substance. No 
vapid love songs, no pop "crossover" tunes and no 
apologies taint this record. It's all political all the 
time, and when it does wax personal, it keeps its 
social context, as in the song "Any Dog." The words 
are: "Any dog can fuck/why that is why/making 
love/I like creating love/I like to create." I don't 
mind the word "fuck" to describe sex like they seem 
to, but I still think this song is funny. 

With an album title like Earth First! Profits Last!, 
naturally they are going to have songs about the 
environment. "Don't Chop Me Down," "Pay," "Put 
the Wood to Her" and "Whales" all scream for the 
earth. These songs are not hopeful pretty little piles 
of fluff. This ain't no "Rocky Mountain High." The 
songs encourage you to ACT. 

"Put the Wood To Her" kind of raised my hackles 
the first time 1 heard it because it talks very sarcas- 
tically about making love to and raping Mother 
Earth. I think people sometimes bandy about the 
concept of rape too lightly with- 
out really thinking about, not 
only what it means, but how it 
feels. After listening a few times 
through, though, I realize that 
they feel so much pain that 
rape must be something they 
can empathize about. 

The record is not limited to 
one political issue either. They 
sing about elements of a whole 
movement, a complete revolu- 
tion, with songs about the work- 
ing class, police abuse, squatters' 
rights and AIDS. 

The most pee-your-pants 
funny song on the whole al- 
bum is "Negative Hippie." It's a 
little musical history lesson that 
starts out: "This is going out to 
the baby boomers and all the 
past generations that have com- 
promised our future with their 
greed. But this is especially go- 


ing out to the hippies for selling out and turning 
into yuppies. For stealing all the money, doing all 
the drugs and having all the sex, spreading the 
disease and then handing me the bill. Your time has 
come! Aquarius..." 

It's nice to hear somebody else screaming for a 
change because sometimes I get laryngitis and need 
to just listen. To sum up my feelings about this 
record: If 1 were a dog I'd be rolling in it because it 
stinks that good. And remember it’s sold only 
through the EF! Journal. ( See the page on your right.) 


Do or Die #5 

120 pages of Radical 
Ecological Madness! 

Written by over 60 activists 
from the British and worldwide 
environmental frontlines, 
from ecological revolution in 
the Pacific to Anti-Road 
struggles in Glasgow. 

•Reclaiming the Streets 
•Dancing on Diggers 
•28 pages of British Direct 
Action News 

• 16 pages of Book & Zine 
Reviews 

•Fantastic Feature Articles 
For your copy of Do or Die #5 
send 55 (US) to South Downs 
EF!, c/o Prior House, 6 Tilbury 
Place, Brighton BN 2 2GY UK 



£g»2 each, SI-00 S&H 

r TRIBAL-VOICE, AKAGRATFITI 
1 MOT THIS ISN'T EL SALVADO 
HEART 4UM^> BOUQUET, CHILD'S VOICE 

, . 

i sena cheque or money order to: LaBar& Ajtaoc.; ' 

‘ C/O Planet Peace, Box 19674, Portland, OR 97280 
e*mall: amtHMeteporLcom 
Vi kit John TrudeH's Htome Pafle on Planet Peace at: 
URL: httpy/www.teieportxx>m/-«mt/planetpeace/ 




Wild Rockies EF! 

< ^ 

T-Shirts ^§1 




100% cotton shirts 
Tell us a few colors you like . 
long sleeve— $M, short sleeve— $10 
POB 9286. Missoula. MT 59802 



d 


t! Tree-Free Menstruation !! 


lOO % Cotton Panty-Liners & Menstrual Pads - 

Like your Granny used, and like those still used by most of the 
women of the world. In just 40 years disposable pod makers have 
convinced North American women that chemical laced, ultra-processed pads 
and tampons are the only uiay Many Moons is proud to offer uuomen and our 
planet an alternative 

Many Moons UJashable Menstrual Pads and Panty-Liners: 

• fire made of 1 00% Cotton Flannel for super-absorbency and comfort 

• fire ECONOMICAL - last 5 to 6 years or more 

• Reduce your exposure to DIOXINS AND OTHER CHEMICALS 

^8est of all Many Moons reduce waste and reduce the need to kill trees? ) 
Free brochure - Call Toll-Free 1-800-916-4444 (24hr/day) 

Many Moons ( “5 

Box 59, 1 5 - 1 594 Fairfield Rd 

Victoria. BC’. Canada. Y8S IGO (we ship worldwide) 



the monthly Ria§»x!»« 

of the student £ 
youth environmental |J 
movement 

Provides up-to-date news 8c in-depth discussion from 
the environmental 8c social justice movements. 
Regular features include: 

• Analysis on environmental issues, strategies, & tactics; 
• Organizing advice, resources, and contacts; 

• The latest on student activism. 


Subscriptions arc $20/ycar. For information, contact: 
SEAC • P.O. Box 1 168 • Chapel Hill, NC 27514-1168 
919-967-4600 • 800-700-SEAC • seac@igc.apc.org 
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Some, buT not aLL of tFie MERchANdisE we carry 



DARRYL CHERNEY 

“Timber” Tape — $12 

“I Had to be Born This Century” Tape — $12 

ALICE PIMICELE 

“Naked” Tape— $12 • CD— $15 
“Too Controversial” Tape — $12 • CD — $15 
“Searching” Tape — $12 • CD — $15 
“Make a Change” Tape — $12 
“It’s a Miracle” Tape — $12 

EXIT- 13 

“Ethos Music” 

“Don’t Spare the Green Love” CDs — $10 

ROBERT HOYT 

“Dumpster Diving Across America” 

Tape— $12 • CD— $15 

“As American As You” Tape — $12 

DANA I.YONS 

“Turn of the Wrench” Tape — $12 • CD — $15 

“Animal” Tape — $12 

“At Night They Howl at the Moon” 

Environmental songs for kids with John Seed 
Tape— $12 • CD— $15 

PEG MILLETT 

“Clear Horizon” Tape— $12 • CD— $17 
The “Clear Horizon ” CD contains her new songs 
plus eleven songs from “Gentle Warrior. ” 
“Gentle Warrior” Tape — $12 

CASEY NEILL 

‘‘riffraff” Tape— $12- CD — $15 
“Pawprints” Tape — $12 

IQAIVNE RAND 

“The Monkey-Puzzle” CD — $15 
“Live” Tape— $12 

“Choosing Sides” Tape— $12- CD— $ 1 5 
“Home” Tape — $12 

NED MUDD 

AND HIS RUSTIC BAND 

“Fine Time In America” Tape — $ 9 



NEW! This tape is available only here in the 
EF! Journal. (See the review on your left.) 

“Earth First! Profits Last!” Tape — $7 



Earth First! Songbook 

77 songs/33 artists/guitar chords/info — $10 

ECODEFENSE: A Field Guide to 
Monkey wrenching 

By Dave Foreman and Bill Haywood — $18 

The Monkey Wrench Gang 

By Edward Abbey, 387 pages — $6 

A Sand County Almanac 

By A Ido Leopold, 295 pages — $9 

If An Agent Knocks 

Information on how to handle FBI agents. 

In Spanish and English, 15 pages — $1 

Waste of the West: 

Public Lands Ranching 

By Lynn Jacobs, 602 pages, large format — $28 

Wilderness on the Rocks 

By Howie Wolke, 240 pages — $15 



A Higher Law: 

Unbroken Wilderness Forever 

multi-color on unbleached — $12 

Earth First! Fist 

green fist on unbleached — $10 
black on kelly green or red — $12 
multi-color on black or forest green — $13.50 

Earth First Tools 

black on unbleached — $10 

Free the Earth 

multi-color on turquoise — $12 

No Fucking Compromise 

white on black — $12 

Visualize Direct Action 

black and white on unbleached — $10 

All t-shirts are available in medium, 
large and extra large; 
for XX large add an additional $3 


bumperstickers 

$1 EACH 

•AMERICAN WILDERNESS: 

LOVE IT OR LEAVE IT ALONE 
•ANOTHER MORMON ON DRUGS 
•COPULATE DON’T POPULATE 
•DARWIN (words inside fish w/ legs) 

•DEVELOPERS GO BUILD IN HELL 

•DREAM BACK THE BISON, SING BACK THE SWAN 

•EARTH FIRST! 

•HAYDUKE LIVES! 

•I’D RATHER BE MONKEYWRENCHING 
•LOVE YOUR MOTHER, DON’T BECOME A FATHER 
•LOVE YOUR MOTHER, DON’T BECOME ONE 
•NATIVE (w/ blue and green earth graphic) 

•NATURE BATS LAST 

•NOT POLITICALLY CORRECT 

•PAY YOUR RENT, WORK FOR THE EARTH 

•QUESTION TECHNOLOGY 

•REAL MEN-DON’T SHOOT WOLVES 

•REAL MEN-GET VASECTOMIES 

•RESIST MUCH, OBEY LITTLE 

•SAVE THE DAMMED SALMON 

•SAVE THE WILD 

•STOP CLEARCUTTING 

•STOP PUBLIC LANDS RANCHING 

•STOP THE FOREST SERVICE, 

SAVE OUR WILD COUNTRY 
•SUBVERT THE DOMINANT PARADIGM 
•THANK YOU FOR NOT BREEDING. 

•THINK GLOBALLY, ACT LOCALLY 
•VISUALIZE INDUSTRIAL COLLAPSE 


Look, more over Iiere! 


Earth First! 1996 CALENDAR— $6 

Earth First! Fist Caps— $10 
Tan • Brown Forest Canio 
Green Forest Camo • Desert Camo 

Rubber Stamps — $5 EF! Fist • EF! Tools 

Silent Agitators (l l«” round) — 30/$ 1 .50 
EF! Fist • EF! Tools • No Deal, Assholes 

Window Stickers (3” round) 

EF! FLst 4/$l • No Cows 6/$l 




r r I UJI I ■ 1“ Clip and send to: Earth First! Merchandise 

EF! Merchandise Order Form POB 1415, Eugene, OR 97440 


Quantity Description Color Size Price 





































NAME 

STREET TOTAL 



CITY STATE ZIP COUNTRY * a I 

5 I 

Allow 4-5 weeks for delivery. Call us at (541) 741-9191 if you haven 7 received your order. Please use this form for ordering. Thanks! (SJ 
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Shawnee EF! 
T-Shirts 

PRINTED N GREEN 
ON NATURAL COTTON 


1996 Calendar 


Wrench in the New Year 
with the new 

Earth First! Calendar 

New Anniversaries! 

New Photos! 
and now... 



CHINQUAPIN 
RESISTANCE 

is a group 
dedicated to 
the preserva- 
tion of Creve 
Coeur Lake 
Memorial Park in 
St. Louis County, 

MO, currently 
threatened by a 
1 0-lane highway 
called the Page 
Avenue Extension. 

The group takes its name in solidarity with the oldest trees in the park — 
Chinquapin oaks. To buy a T-shirt, get involved, or for more information, contact: 
CHINQUAPIN RESISTANCE, POB 3093, U. City, MO 63130, (314) 776-7496 
T-shirts — SI 2, checks payable to SEAC. Front - It. grn. fist and background with 
dk. grn. chinquapin leaf, Back - bm. with dk. grn. leaves and red Page. Ave. 


only $6 


SIZES: M, L, XL 
SEND $13 to 
SHAWNEE EFI 
913 S. ILLINOIS AVE. 
CARBONDALE, IL 62901 
(618) 649-7387 


(to order a calendar use the form on page 37) 


Subscribe to the EF! Journal ! 


THE MILITARY 

IS WAGING 

WAR 

ON THE 

EARTH 

The world 's number one polluter is the military. 
Redirect your taxes to protect the environment. 

DON'T PAY WAR TAXES 

For more info and local contact 
National War Tax Resistance 
Coordinating Committee 

P0 Box 774. Monroe. ME 04951. 1(800)269-7464 


People for the Wolves! 

Show your support tor the Lobo and irritate anti-wolf extremists 
with a great new bumpersticker from the Public Lands Action Network 
The bumpersticker features a red background with bold white letters that 
read. People for the Wolves l 

Proceeds Irom the safe of the bumperstickers will help support Lobo 
reintroduction efforts in the Southwest. The cost is three dollars each or 
2 for Irve dollars. Send your check or money order to Public Lands Action 
Network. P.0 Box 9701, Santa Fe, NM 87504 


Warner Creek 
Bumperstickers! 



With the onset ol Spring, the legal 
killing ol Black Bears has resumed in 
British Columbia 

V 

*h 

* 

t! 

Again this year. Bear Watch has 
stepped up its efforts to defend the 
great bruin. Their ongoing campaign 
combines public outreach with a wide 
spectrum ol direct action strategies. 
Cut 1-800-636-5501 m mmie m. 

BEAR WATCH, #201 
til . \\t. 1472 COMMERCIAL DRIVE 
Wj sm VANCOUVER, BC 

BeaF Watch V5L3X9 CANADA 


TAKE 


We promise "Plain talk for 
Interesting Times." 
Politics, ecology, 
social justice, animals, 
city/country issues. 
From the heart. 
Opinion © Fiction © Poetry 
$3.50, sample; $28, 1 yr. sub. 


COUNTRY CONNECTIONS 


P.O. Box 6748 
Dept EF 

Pine Mountain, CA 96222-6748 
805.242.1047 
fax 805.242.5704 

e-mail coountryink@aol.com 




WARNER CREEK 


NOTONE BLACK STICK! 





Be the First on Your Block to Own 
these Genuine Vinyl Yellow-on-Black 
(and Black-on-Yellow) Stickers 
Just Send $2 to: 

Southern Willamette Earth First! 
POB 1038-4 Eugene. OR 97440 


H 

H 

H 

M 

m 


THE NEXT ELECTION IS NO! 
ABOUT WHO BECOMES PRESIDENT 
IT'S ABOUT WHICH 

CORPORATIONS 


AMERICA! 

The Corporate Comrades are going all out in their sleazy quest to 
omz/ 7 America. Forget health and safety; forget the environment; 
forget free speech and liberty. 

GREED Before Honor is their motto, Money is their god.^fc 
How can a nation who's leaders are elected by corporate money 
call itself a democracy? 

Only you can prevent fools from destroying America! 

For more information: Call a right-wing Republican near you! 

PoDUctl ad by the American Ruitki 







JOURNAL SUBSCRIPTION MAKES A NICE GIFT 


How did you hear of the EF! Journal? Clip and send to: 

EARTH FIRST! JOURNAL 

Subscriptions, P. O. Box 1415 

Eugene, Oregon 97440 USA 

O $500 Lifetime Subscription (541)741-9191 

CD $25 Regular Rate (Third Class Bulk) CD $35 First Class (US, and all of Canada and Mexico) 

CD $15 - 20 Low Income/Non-Profit/Library CD $35 Brown Bag (First Class in a plain wrapper) 

CD US $35 Surface Mail, International CD US $45 Air Mail, International (no foreign checks please) wW 

CD $ DONATION CD $45 Corporate or Law Enforcement Rate hW t 

Subscriber Name 

Address 


City. 


State 


Zip 


Country. 


The Earth First! Journal subscription list is entirely confidential. If you use an alias, make sure that the post office knows that you, or someone, is getting 
mail at your address under that name or it may not be delivered. Additionally, notify us when you change your address if you don’t want to miss an issue. 


Eostar ’96 
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Earth First! Directory 


ALASKA 

Alaska EF! Wally World 
POB 670647, Chugiak, AK 99567 
Mike or Billie 
POB 6197, Sitka, AK 99835 

ARIZONA 
Phoenix EF! 

POB 8795, Phoenix, AZ 85066 
Arizona Wildlands Museum 
POB 24988, Tempe, AZ 85285 
Tucson EF! AZEF! Newsletter 
POB 3412, Tucson, AZ 85722 
CALIFORNIA 
Northcoast EF! 

POB 4796, Areata, CA 95518 
(707) 825-7088 
Redwood Action Team 
Darryl Cherney 

POB 34, Garberville, Ecotopia 95542 
(707) 923-DEMO 
Sonoma County EF! 

POB 7544, Santa Rosa, CA 95407 
(707) 523-1229 
Nevada County EF! 

374 Mill St., Grass Valley, CA 95945 
(916) 274-2956 
Bay Area EF! 

POB 83, Canyon, CA 94516 

Bay Area EF! Hotline (510) 848-8724 

Wiley Coyote 

POB 74283, Davis, CA 95617 
Davis EF!/FOW-Cascadia 
POB 73063, Davis, CA 95617 
(916) 753-1678 
Santa Cruz EF! 

POB 344, Santa Cruz, CA 95061 
(408) 425-3205 
Orange County EF! 

POB 4960-593, Irvine, CA 92716 
(714) 451-3578 
Los Angeles EF! 

POB 4381, N. Hollywood, CA 91617 
(818) 906-6833 

Alluvial EF! 

POB 77027, #102, Pasadena, CA 91107 
(909) 422-1637 
Mojave EF! 

POB 842, Barstow, CA 92312-0842 
(619) 961-8489 
mojaveef@envirolink.org 
Baja Ecotopia EF! 

POB 33663, San Diego, CA 92163 

COLORADO 

Walkabout 

POB 1166, Boulder, CO 80306 
(303) 943-2354 

San Juan EF! 

POB 3204, Durango, CO 81302 

Michael Lewinski 

2040 16th St., Boulder, CO 80302 

(303) 443-7436 

Wilderness Defense! 

POB 460101, Aurora, CO 80046-0101 

aq328@freenet.uchsc.edu 

Art Goodtimes 

POB 1008, Telluride, CO 81435 
Tim Haugen 
The Wild Ranch Review 
POB 81, Gulnare, CO 81042 
Kirsten Atkins 

POB 592, Crested Butte, CO 81224 
Roaring Fork EF! 

Ill Polo, Glenwood Springs, CO 81601 

F L ORI DA 

Big Bend EF! 

POB 20582, Tallahassee, FL 32316 
(904) 421-1559 
Alachua EF! 

3108 SE 16th Terr, Gainesville, FL 32641 
(904) 375-1454 

GEORGIA 

Students for Environmental Awareness 
205 Memorial Hall, Athens, GA 30609 
(706) 542-8102 

HAWAII 

Christopher Hope-Cowing 
POB 1031, Makawao, HI 96768 
(808) 572-2546 

I DA HO 

Northern Rockies Preservation 
1501 1/2 N. 13th St., Boise, ID 83702 
(208) 345-8077 
Cove/Mallard Coalition 
POB 8968, Moscow, ID 83843 
(208) 882-9755, fax (208) 883-0727 
ILLINOIS 
Chicago EF! 

POB 6424, Evanston, IL 60204 
Red Buffalo EF! 

POB 185, Normal, IL 61761 
Shawnee EF! 

913 S. Illinois, Carbondale, IL 62901 
(618) 549-7387 

INDIANA 

South Central Indiana EF! 

2062 Ridgewood, Madison, IN 47250 


MAINE 
Maine EF! 

POB 183, Harmony, ME 04942 
Solon EF! 

RFD 1, Box 6025, Athens, ME 04912 
Wassumkeag EF! 

POB 869, Searsport, ME 04974 
MARYLAND 
Anacostia-Rock Creek EF! 

POB 5625, Takoma Park, MD 20913 
(301) 270-0857 
MASSACHUSETTS 
Mass EF! 

POB 708, Littleton, MA 01460-2708 
Martha's Vineyard EF! 

RR 1, Box 381A 
Martha's Vinyard, MA 02568 
Mid-Connecticut River Valley EF! 
POB 35, Montague, MA 01351 

Big Woods EF! 

c/o Arise! Bookstore 

2441 Lyndale South, Mnpls, MN 55405 

Paddlefish 1st! 

c/o Drew Hempel 

1024 Osceola Ave. Apt. B 

St. Paul, MN 55105 

MISSOURI 

Big River EF! 

50 Clarkson Ctr., Suite 493 
Chesterfield, MO 63017 
Ray O McCall 
Rt. 1, Box 89 

Mountain Grove, MO 65711 
Pink Planarians 

POB 7653, Columbia, MO 65205-7653 

(314) 443-6832 

74747.2052@compuserve.com 

Chinquapin Resistance 

POB 3093, St. Louis, MO 63130 

(314) 776-7496 

MONTANA 

Northern Rockies Biodiversity Project 
POB 4431, Whitefish, MT 59937 
(406) 862-4945 
Wild Rockies EF! 

POB 9286, Missoula, MT 59807 
(406) 728-5733 (message #) 
Yellowstone EF! 

POB 6151, Bozeman, MT 59715 
(406) 585-921 1 
NEBRASKA 

Environmental Resource Center 
370 Bordeaux Rd., Chadron, NE 69337 
(308) 432-3458 

NEW IERSEY 

PAW Pinelands/Kittatiny Project 

POB 506, Bloomfield, NJ 07003 

(201) 748-4322 

NEW MEXICO 

Land of Disenchantment EF! 

POB 72295, Albuquerque, NM 87195 
NEW YORK 
Wetlands Preserve 
James Hansen 

161 Hudson St., NY, NY 10013 
(212) 966-5244, fax (212) 925-8715 
Foghorn, POB 889 
Westhampton Beach, NY 11978 
(516) 288-2688 
NORT H CA ROLINA 
Katuah EF! 

POB 1485, Asheville, NC 28802 

OHIO 

Cleveland EF! 

POB 14113, Cleveland, OH 44114 
(216) 397-9295 
Ohio Valley EF! 

POB 1 7, Univ. of Cincinnati 
Cincinnati, OH 45221-1001 
(513) 281-6892 
Oberlin Earth First! 

Wilder Box 76, Oberlin, OH 44074 
Hock-Hocking Watershed EF! 
Whaley Mander 

8 N. Court St. # 307, Athens, OH 45701 
(614) 594-6400 
Piankasha EF! 

7992 Hopper Rd., Cincinatti, OH 4S2S5 

OREGON 
Blue Heron EF! 

Reed Coll. SAO, Portland, OR 97202 
(503) 771-1112x7875 
Central Ecotopia EF! 

427 SW Madison #113, Corvallis, OR 97333 
Southern Willamette EF! 

POB 10384, Eugene, OR 97440 
(541) 343-7305, swef@efn.org 
Kangaroo EF! 

POB 332, Williams, OR 97544 
Kalmiopsis EF! 

POB 2093, Cave Junction, OR 97523 
(541) 592-3386 

Blue Mts. Biodiversity Project 
HCR 82, Fossil, OR 97830 


PENNSYLVANIA 
Preserve Appalacian Wilderness/ 
Mid-Atlantic Biodiversity Project 
917 Church St., Indiana, PA 15701 
(412) 349-5936 
Allegheny EF! 

POB 81011, Pittsburg, PA 15217 
Antoinette Dwinga 
842 Library Ave., Carnegie, PA 15106 
Scott Thiele 

RD 4, 237-A Elk Ln., Montrose, PA 18801 

RHODE ISLAND!!! 

Dense EF! 

POB 28011, Providence, Rl 02903 

SOUTH DAKOTA!!! 

Ron David Bohn 

POB 166, Wagner, SD 57380 

TENNESSEE 

Katuah EF! 

Tennessee Valley Faction 
POB 281, Chattanooga, TN 37401 
(615) 624-3939 

TEXAS 
EF! Austin 

POB 7292, U. Stn., Austin, TX 78713 
(512) 320-0413 
Corpus Christi EF! 

41 14 Claudia, Corpus Christi, TX 78418 
(512) 937-6019 
East Texas EF! 

Rt. 1, Box 2120, Point Blank, TX 77364 

UTAH 

Autonomy House 

POB 11015, SLC, UT 84147 

Wild Wasatch Front 

847 W 700 S, Brigham City, UT 84302 

VE RM ONT 

Two Rivers EF! 

POB 85, Sharon, VT 05065 
Biodiversity Liberation Front 
The ALARM 

J.R., POB 804, Burlington, VT 05402 

VIRGINIA 

Virginia EF! 

Rt. 1, Box 250, Staunton, VA 22401 

(703) 885-6983 

Massive Retaliation 

2129 General Booth Blvd. #253 

Virginia Beach, VA 23454-5872 

(804) 468-3180 

Sherman 

POB 13192, Roanoke, VA 24031-3192 

Richmond EF! 

POB 5021, Roanoke, VA 23220 
(804) 359-3790 

WASHINGTON 
Jeanette Russell 
Bellingham, WA (360) 647-1680 
Olympic EF! 

112 Umatilla, Port Townsend, WA 98368 
Seattle EF! WA EF! Bulletin 
POB 60164, Seattle, WA 98160 
CheetwootEF! ENTMOOT! 

POB 10147, Olympia, WA 98502 
The Collective 

Brooke, 113 Bell, Seattle, WA 98121 

W EST VIRGINIA 

Central Appalachian Biodiversity Project 
Rt. 3, Box 390, Hedgesville, WV 25427 
(304) 754-9161 

WISCONSIN 

Midwest Headwaters Journal 
& Midwest Headwaters Action 
c/o Madison Peace Co-op 
731 State St., Madison, WI 53711 
(608) 255-8765 or (608) 241-9426 
Hank Bruse 

235 Travis, Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495 
(715) 423-5636 
North Forests EF! 

POB 725, Oshkosh, WI 54902 
(414) 426-2357 
Purple Earth * 

POB 645, Portage, WI 53901 
(608) 742-5415 

N 

Phone Home 

with 


Affinity 


Long Distance 

Affinity Long Distance 
guarantees 10% rate reduction. 
Plus, Affinity will give 5% of 
your bill to the EF! Journal. 

What a bargain! 

For an application or info, 
write us here at the Journal. 

I J 


Earth First! Projects 
and Campaigns 


The Boycott Quarterly 
POB 30727, Seattle, WA 98103 
Cascadia Fire Ecology 
Education Project 
POB 3563, Eugene, OR 97403 
Coast Watch 
POB 1811, Rockland, ME 04841 
Cold Mountain, 

Cold Rivers Video Project 
POB 7941, Missoula, MT 59807 
(406) 728-0867 
Direct Action Fund 
POB 210, Canyon, CA 94516 
(510) 376-7329, fax 631-7958 
Earth Liberation Prisoners 
c/o Box 23, 5 High St. 
Glastonbury, Somerset, England 


End Corporate Dominance 

c/o BMBP, HCR 82, Fossil, OR 97830 
(408) 425-4422 
Ranching Task Force 
POB 5784, Tucson, AZ 85703 
(520) 791-2913 

Sea Defense Alliance (SeDnA) 
POB 67121, Scotts Valley, CA 95067 
Video Warriors/Wise Use Watch 
POB 2182 , Berkeley, CA 94702 
Warrior Poets Society 
ASUC Box 361 
Berkeley, CA 94720-4510 
0 Xtract 

EF!J, POB 1415, Eugene, OR 97440 
fax (541) 741-9191 
earthfirst@lgc.apc.org 


International EF! Directory 


Rainforest Information Centre 
John Seed 

POB 368, Lismore, NSW 2480 

(066) 21-85-05 

EF! Australia 

Canopy, POB 1738QGPO, 

Melbourne 3001, Victoria 

(03) 354-7972, fax (03) 416-2081 

CANADA 

EF! Vancouver 

1472 Commercial, Box 176 

Vancouver, BCV5L3X9 

(604) 473-0174 

EF! Prince George 

Box 1762, Prince George, BC V2L 4V7 

Boreal Owl 

Box 1053, Kamloops, BC V2C 6H2 
EF! Manitoba 
15-222 Osborne St. South 
V/iimiptg, ....... iitshii-EJL 1Z3- - 

(204) 453-9052 
EF! Toronto 

PO Box 70, 1576 Queen St. West 

Toronto, Ontario M6R 1A6 

(416) 534-5323 

EF! Ottawa 

Box 4612 Station E 

Ottawa, Ontario K1S 5H8 

EF! Montreal 

Diffusion Noire 

c/o Librairie Alternative 

2035 St. Laurent, 2 e etage 

Montreal, PQ H2X 2T3 

DENMARK 

Kaot 

c/o Enhedslisten, Studiestrade 24. St. 
OK- Ksabenhaun K 

EIRE 

An Talamh Glas c/o Anne, 

Abbey St., Allinrobe, County Mayo 

ENGLAND 

(Over 60 local groups exist in 
England; for a list, write to the EF! 
Action Update , POB 7, Cardiff CF2 
4XX; phone 01222-383363, 
fax 01222-640666, 
actionupdate@gn.apc.org.uk) 
London Greenpeace 
5 Caledonia Rd., Kings Cross 
London N1 9DX 
0171 837 7557 
South Downs EF! 

Prior House, 6 Tilbury Place 
Brighton/East Sussex BN2 2GY 


FRANCE 
Resistance verte 
Editions ARS, BP 890 
44022 Nantes Cedex 01 

GERMANY 

EF! Germany 

Avalon, Friedrich-Ebert-Str. 24 
4S127 Essen 

IND I A 

Anand Skaria 

PB #14, Cochin 682001, Kerala 
(009) 484-2S435 SAVE 
Bander Bagicha 

Near Maurya LokPATNA-800 001 
Bihar, Post Box 229 

Ariel Betan, Green Forum 
3rd Floor, Liberty Building 
Pasay Rd., Makati, Metro Manila 
(2) 816-0986, 851-110, 818-3207 
Volunteers for Earth DefensE 
189 San Antonio Ext. SFDM 
1105 Quezon City 
POLAND 

Workshop For All Beings 
ul. Modizewskiego 29/3 
43-300 Bielsko, Biala 
fax: 0048-30-29496 

RLfS S J A 

Rainbow Keepers (10 local groups) 
POB 14, Nizhni Novgorod 603082 
(8312) 34-32-80, hetyput@glas.apc.org 
Rainbow Keepers (Moscow) 

(095) 954-91-93, rk@glas.apc.org 

SCOTLAND 

Glasgow EF! 

POB 180, Glasgow G4 9AB 
+44 (0)41 636 1924/3-39 8009 
fax: +44 (0)41 424 3688 
scotree@gn.apc.org 

SLOVAKIA 

Earth First! 

A. Hlinku 11, 96001 Zvolen 

SPAIN 

Manuel A. Dem&ndes 

Taller de E. A. ACURUXA 

J. B. Xelmirer J, Campus Universitario 

1570 S Santiago 

phone: 584321, fax: 584533 

SWEDEN 

Morgan Larsson 
Lagmansgatan 9C 
462 37 Vanersborg 


Rainbow Keepers (5 local groups) 
c/o Nadia Shevchenko 
Glushkova 17-22, Kiev, 252187 
(044) 266-93-10, nadia@glas.apc.org 


Fund for Wild Nature 

A non-profit, tax-exempt foundation 
which funds research, education and 
literature projects. Funding proposals 
and donations can be sent to: 

Fund for Wild Nature 
PO Box 1657 
Corvallis, OR 97339 
(541) 757-1780 


Support Jailed Activists 


Rod Coronado 
03895000 FCI 
FCIPOBox 23811 
Tucson, AZ 85706 

National Activist Network 
POB 19515 

Sacramento, CA 95819 
(916) 452-7179 

Milton Born with a Tooth 
c/o MEDF, Box 53 
10024-82 Avenue, 
Edmonton, Alberta 
T6E1Z3 CANADA 


Whether you’re a faithful 
subscriber or a contact group. 
Please (please!) send us your 
change of address post haste! 

Eostar 1996 Earth First! Page 39 






a c n 

-C 


a 

S3 

03 

O 

o 

o 


© 

1C 

CO 


© 

© 

© 






boo 

o 

a 

CO 

o 

S5 

be 

o 

C3 

CO 


03 

CD 

T3 

o3 

M 

CJ 

o 

s 

• i-H 

o 

a 

cC 

o 

• r-H 

X 

<X) 


CD 

$-i 

a> 

w 

a> 

o3 



T3 

CO CD B 

« es 
C <2 
O a> 
be O 

a 


o 

o 

« 

be 

c 


r-l i— < J> 

bo 2 -h 
bc^ J 

CO *£ 

g ^ ^ 

cd as -p 

CD CD 
N Oh .B 


<D 

S »5 


PQ 


a 

£ 

o 


<D 

be ^ 

03 Q 
^ CO 

o 3 ^ 


CD 
CD 

om « 
a 

o 
o 


JH 

P3 

hJ 

CD 

-p> 

03 

CD 

'TO 


>• t(-l 

fi *“• 

- jl 


i < 

r—j • i-H 

O S 

03 

.2 c£ 
E fi 
fl 2 

■-< .?H 

*-l 

(D 

a 
< 
CD 

be 
cd 

%-i 

CD 

S < 


<D 

S-l 


03 

o 


o3 

£ 
o 

r-C3 
03 

* 1—1 _ 

03 03 CD 

0^,0 
O Eh 



Daily Planet Publishing 

Earth First! Journal 
PO Box 1415 
Eugene, OR 97440 
USA 

Address Correction Requested 


Non Profit Org. 
US Postage 

PAID 

Eugene, Oregon 
PERMIT #621 



92/5 


A red check mark means 
your subscription has 
expired. Time to renew. 




Environment & Society Portal 


Suggested citation: Macfarlane, Gary, et al., eds., Earth First! Journal 16, no. 5 (1 May 

1996). Republished by the Environment & Society Portal, Multimedia 
Library, http://www.environmentandsociety.org/node/7017 


Ah rights reserved. The user may download, preserve and print this material only for private, 
research or nonprofit educational purposes. The user may not alter, transform, or build upon 
this material. 


The Rachel Carson Center's Environment & Society Portal makes archival materials openly 
accessible for purposes of research and education. Views expressed in these materials 
do not necessarily reflect the views or positions of the Rachel Carson Center or its partners. 



May 1 THE RADICAL ENVIRONMENTAL JOURNAL $3.50 


April Fools for Mitsubishi 



r _ , — 

VATHMAM VOUR $$S 
RMKFORKT ^ 

“W 1 , &k| 



11H , 



fester jabs at Mitsubishi’s role in forest destruction. 


by Jim Howls 

For most, April First is a day when 
people conspire to surprise friends and 
colleagues with elaborate, humorous 
practical jokes. Environmental activists 
involved in the Mitsubishi Boycott are 
no different. However, the "jokes" they 
played this year will not soon be forgot- 
ten by the Mitsubishi corporate family. 

Protesters across the country and 
abroad simultaneously descended upon 
Mitsubishi to demonstrate, perform 
street theater, hang banners, and lock 
down to protest Mitsubishi's involve- 
ment in forest destruction. Mitsubishi 
Corporation (MC) is one of the world's 
worst corporate forest and indigenous 
culture destroyers. 

In New York City, a 20-foot banner 
reading "Boycott Mitsubishi" was un- 
furled at Mitsubishi International. 
Three activists from Wetlands Preserve 
(New York's Earth First! center and 
general hellraiser hangout) scaled the 
building to deploy the banner 35 feet 
above the street. Other protesters from 

Wetlands, Greenpeace, NY/NJ Earth 

First!, and Student Environmental Ac- 


tion Coalition dressed as court jesters 
and took to the street below holding 
signs that read "Don't be Fooled... 
Mitsubishi Kills!" The climbers were 
arrested after the NY Fire Department 
was called in to take them off the 

overhang, but not before the closed-off 

streets filled with onlookers and me- 


dia. Mitsubishi was pissed. 

On the other side of the continent, 
three 1, 200-pound lockdown devices 
were rolled up to the front doors of San 
Francisco's Bank of California (owned 
by Mitsubishi Bank) just before the 


Sierra Club 

Goes Zero Cut 

by Chad Hanson 

In the strange and improbable cul- 
mination (or just the beginning?) of a 
six-year grassroots campaign within 
the Sierra Club to restore John Muir's 
vision to the organization, the Club 
membership voted on April 20 to adopt 
a zero-cut forest policy. The reform 
movement known as the John Muir 
Sierrans (a name which will not change 
again) authored the zero cut on public 
lands initiative for the Club's national 
ballot last fall. 

We wanted to campaign for our 
initiative, but Club election rules pro- 
hibited us from using any list of 
Sierra Club members to contact 
people. Any attempt to communi- 
cate with the members about this 
issue by phone, mail, or e-mail, we 
were told, would have been ruled to 
be a violation of Club election rules, 
which might have resulted in invali- 
dation of election results. 

A setback, no question — but no one 
could stop us from talking to members 
in person. With this in mind, fellow 
John Muir Sierran David Orr and 1 set 
out on a road tour in January. By car, 
bus, train and any other available 
means of travel, we visited as many 
Sierra Club chapters as possible. 

We began in the Club's main strong- 
hold, California. Soon the word was 
out among the Sierra Club old guard's 
network, "They're loose in California. 
Sound the alarm!" The Sierra Club put 
out their equivalent of an all-points 
bulletin across the state, "Now hear 
this, now hear this, be on the lookout 
for two activists answering to the 
names of Chad Hanson and David 
Orr. They are believed to be armed 
with information dangerous to the 
old guard's grip on power!" 

The "dangerous" information in- 
cludes historical facts I dug up while 
researching back issues of the Sierra Club 
Bulletin from the 1 890s. It turns out that 
it wasn't Earth First! or the Native Forest 
Council who first proposed to make the 
National Forests off-limits to logging; it 
was John Muir and the Sierra Club. Due 
in significant part to Muir and the Sierra 
Club, the United States Cavalry was 
actually called in to run armed patrols 
in the national forests to guard against 
timber theft. Needless to say, this infor- 
mation was a real eye-opener to mem- 
bers wherever we went. 

We began to meet with the execu- 
tive committees (the chief decision- 
making body) of Sierra Club chap- 
ters, getting them to pass resolutions 
in support of our initiative and pub- 
lish supportive editorials in their 
newsletters. 


wage slaves showed up for work. 

continued on page 1 7 


The Unabomber: Up Close and Personal 


by Leslie Hemstreet 

In an attempt to explain the motives of the Unabomber, 
some of the mainstream media attempted to link Earth 
First! and the environmental movement to Theodore 
Kaczynski upon his capture. Using thinly spun threads of 
spurious evidence from self-appointed EF! investigator 
Barry Clausen, ABC World News Tonight started several 
rumors about Earth First! that spread through the media 
like a child's game of "telephone" gone bad. The New 
York Times later added dirt to the mudslide. 

What got muttered into the public ear courtesy of 
ABC was that Theodore Kaczynski was on an FBI list of 
people who attended a meeting also attended by "top 
EF! members" and that the Unabomber got two targets 
in a "radical environmental journal." In reality, the 
meeting was an Native Forest Network conference at- 
tended by over 400 people and the "targets" were from 
the tongue-in-cheek "Eco-Fuckers Hit List" from eco- 
anarcho 'zine Live Wild or Die (See "Open Letter to ABC 
News" on page 26). In spite of the compromised factual 
nature of this report, other media sources accepted the 
information as fact, drew the conclusions insinuated 
and repeated the story, convoluting it along the way. By 
the time the information made it all the way around the 
telephone circle, Theodore Kaczynski had attended an 
Earth First! meeting where he received a directive on 
two of his hits from Earth First's "enemies" list. This 
appeared as fact in so many national papers, an inven- 
tory here would be unwieldy. We had calls from all over 
the country saying "I heard on my radio station/TV 
broadcast/read in my newspaper/etc. that y'all are con- 
nected to the Unabomber." 

The New York Times ( NYT) participated in the rumor- 
mongering with a slightly more convincing posture of 
journalistic integrity. After mentioning that the 
Unabomber's writings "seem to parallel" the EF! Journal's 
( EF!) ) NYT pointed out that the Unabomber targeted 


Burson-Marsteller (B-M) about nine months after EF!J printed 
an article criticizing them. Both our article and the 
Unabomber's letter to NYT criticized B-M for helping Exxon 
clean up their image after the Valdez oil spill. Burson- 
Marsteller claims that, while they may have worked for 
Exxon, it had nothing to do with the oil disaster. The NYT 
implied that the only place the Unabomber could've gotten 
his information was from EF!J because of the parallel "mis- 
take." Other media sources extrapolated that the Unabomber 
got information from EF!) and used it as a directive. In reality, 
the article was a reprint from No Sweat News. Covert Action 
Quarterly, citing the Canadian Vancouver Sun, printed a 
similar article around the same time. The information origi- 
nated from a 1992 publication "The Greenpeace Book of 
Green wash." 

In his letter to NYT, the Unabomber spells Burson "Burston, " 
an error not printed in any of the above publications. He also 
emphasized that he targeted B-M for their contribution to 
"thought control" and human rights abuses. Of course, the 
press would not publish any facts that did not support their 
theory that he draws inspiration from EF!. 

The NYT is no great research tank. We volunteered the 
information about our B-M article because we have nothing 
to hide; watchdogging corporations is not yet a crime in the 
US. They were a shred more accurate than ABC because at 
least the part that we printed an article about B-M was 
factually true. 

For every media source that repeated the B-M connection, 
we received at least ten phone calls from journalists with 
enough integrity to fact check. Most dropped the B-M angle, 
once they found out that EF! wasn't the source of some 
unique information making a connection undeniable. 

Disturbingly, every reporter seemed to unquestion- 
ingly swallow B-M's disassociation from the oil spill as 
truth. If part of their strategy to help Exxon's image was 
to never mention the Valdez spill, their disclaimer could 
be a lie by omission. 


continued on page 26 


continued on page 29 
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The Framing of Earth First! 


Radical environmentalists and the Unabomber: a ter- 
rorist connection? For a week the phones were ablaze 
here at the Journal office, with media outlets across the 
country demanding an answer. The last time Earth First! 
received as much national press was when Judi and Darryl 
were bombed. The mainstream press at that time duti- 
fully reported the FBI's story that Judy and Darryl blew 
themselves up (I still meet people whose only knowledge 
of Earth First! is as "the ones who nearly killed themselves 
with their own bomb"). 

Such slander hampers our 
ability to reach people with our 
message, reinforcing the status 
quo. When we are marginalized 
as terrorists it not only deflects 
criticism of corporate malfea- 
sance away from the real crimi- 
nals, it hinders our ability to 
communicate such criticism. 

The public will not believe Earth 
Firstl's environmental message 
if it perceives us as an extremist 
fringe element. 

The misperception of Earth 
First! as terroristic was no doubt 
strengthened by the 
McCarthyite linking of Earth 
First! to the Unabomber. What effect such slander will 
have on our activism this summer is yet to be seen. It 
seems likely, though, that our foes will attempt to exploit 
the connection to marginalize us, and that the public is 
well-primed to accept that lie. 

Bearing this in mind, it seems to me we should be extra 
careful to not behave in ways that could allow us to be 
portrayed in a violent or dehumanizing fashion. Activists 
might want to lay off the camo at public actions; the 
connotation of camouflage is too militaristic for Joe and 
Jill Six-Pack. Likewise, wearing masks at civil disobedi- 
ence actions makes it look like we have something to 
hide, and makes it easier for the public to dehumanize us. 
If you want to use a pseudonym, say for purposes of jail 
solidarity, use a believable one. Calling yourself "Bark 
Beetle" or "Pine Fresh Scent" sounds flaky. 

One of the problems I see with Earth First! activism is 
that we sometimes confuse civil disobedience's role. 
Physically stopping destruction is not civil disobedience's 
strength. The strength of civil disobedience is its an- 
nouncement to society of an injustice. Hopefully, the CD 
will generate enough outrage and political pressure to 
reverse the situation. Viewed in such a context, it would 
be silly not to appeal to as broad an audience as possible 
and stupid to allow yourself to be easily marginalized. 


Another problem is that we often measure the success 
of an action by how much media it garnered. A better 
measure of success, though, is to assess how well the 
coverage projected our message. Did we come across as 
having legitimate gripes or as a fringe interest group? Did 
our story resonate with people or alienate them? Were we 
portrayed as courageous s/heroes putting our bodies on 
the line to prevent a grave injustice, or as violent terrorists 
seeking to put honest people out of work? 

Since I'm on my soapbox, I'll 
mention that sometimes we 
seem to let anger replace strat- 
egy in our activism. Direct ac- 
tions can then become little 
more than platforms to vent, 
rather than calculated appeals 
for support. Anger is healthy, 
even appropriate, but it must be 
directed in a positive fashion. 

None of the above should be 
construed as a call to retreat to 
some form of namby-pamby lib- 
eralism, afraid to offend 
people's sensibilities. If people's 
sensibilities are destroying the 
earth we've no choice but to 
confront them. But this con- 
frontation should not be gratuitous, and as much as 
pbssible should not be sanctimonious. People are more 
inclined to listen that way. 

— Craig Beneville 

Ramon’s Remarkable 
Recovery (RRR) 

Just when we all thought Uncle Ramon was down for the 
count — he had a brain tumor reportedly the size of a 
clenched fist a la the EF! logo — we received a photograph 
and a feisty note letting us know he was okay. The brain 
surgery was a resounding success. 

Of course, he chided us for not receiving the latest copy 
of the Journal. Hmmm, maybe the operation did have an 
effect. Then again, it's more likely that he is on the road to 
full recovery. He is acting like Ramon, being grumpy, 
multiple gripes and all. Now we can truly say he is hard- 
headed — he has a steel plate firmly implanted in his 
cranium. 

Best wishes to Ramon. We expect to see him roaming 
around Cove/Mallard this summer for the Round River 
Rendezvous. 

^ — Gary Macfarlane j 



Beixain by Peggy Sue McRae 


Beltain is the Celtic cross-quarter day that celebrates Spring full 
on. Apple blossoms promise apple pie. Bees and bears and snakes 
stir up the woods. The mating songs of frogs chirp eager joy. May 
pole dances swathe the great phallus in flowered ribbons. 

In ancient Scotland Celtic people lit huge bonfires on hills. They 
constructed giant wicker structures in human and animal shapes. 
The wicker structures caged humans and animals selected for 
sacrifice. The cages were set on fire. 

Today, without ceremony, multinational corporate entities sac- 
rifice whole ecosystems; animals and humans, coldly and me- 
chanically at a pace of acres per second. There is no need for us to 
make further sacrifices. Corporate violence is ripping through the 
fabric of life. 

Still... Spring returns, confirming the life force. The power of 
Spring is in alignment with the force of nature. Sing like a frog. 
Dance like a snake. Love like a bear. It's spring! 



gjgj 
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Less is More 


Money Can't Buy 
You Integrity 


A hot topic of conversation and rumor in recent sales last summer or all the gear and materials I've dent, and perhaps "off the books" if you're lucky, 

months, other than salvage slaughter and the usual 'donated' to various campaigns over the years. Like working for yourself or someone else a few days a 

host of catastrophes, seems to be money, namely many of us who've been at this a number of years, month gives you a chance to keep a finger on the 

who's got it, where did it come from and what price are the thought of a stable home or piece of land sounds pulse of how folks are thinking out there in the "real 

they paying, in the way of concessions or compro- increasingly appealing (call it "growing up" if you world." Many of us move in a pretty isolated subcul- 

mise, to get it. Hours of debate and reams of fax paper must). What if I could make a 5-digit income and still ture, and it pays to be reminded periodically that 

have been expended debating the pros and cons of do this kind of work? there are folks out there who still haven't heard of 

foundation grants, so-called "blood money." Allies "You don't help your enemy when you're at war !" — the Salvage Rider. Perhaps more importantly, work- 

and former arrest compatriots have assailed each Chumbawamba. The potential drawback, and it's a ing in this way allows you to keep the blood on your 

other with accusations and rhetoric of a vehemence big one, is that when the repercussions of your work own hands, that is, to witness first hand (and 

normally reserved for political and corporate vermin have the potential to jeopardize how you're paying hopefully mitigate) the amount and kind of re- 

(and perhaps better expended on them). These argu- the bills, the mortgage, perhaps even (gasp) feeding sources that go into making that buck. If you're 

ments aside, there are some very good reasons not to the kids. I don't care how much integrity you have, landscaping or growing medicinal herbs, you'll see 

have a funded environmental movement. it's gonna be a hell of a lot harder to always put the the fuel and or animal products that go into every 

The argument in support of funding is a strong one. earth first, especially if that sentiment means being job. Selling crafts or art? You'll personally witness 

If people were funded full-time, they wouldn't have to perceived as "radical" or "extremist." Sure, you may the waste and resource use. There truly is no such 

take time away from fighting for the earth to "chase justify your watered-down, less-controversial posi- thing as a guilt-free lunch in the cash economy, but 

dollars," either through outside employment or can- tions as "appealing to a broader community," or who better than you to keep the level of blood on 

vassing. Over-worked activists who exist on shoe- having "grown up," but the bottom line is, your your money to a minimum? Those nice demo clothes 

string budgets could get badly needed money for new actions are going to be an even greater personal can be purchased at the Goodwill, too, or borrowed 

computers, fax machines, and maybe even vehicles, liability than they were before. We already risk from a friend. 

tires, phone bills, and gear. Heck they might even start getting beat up, shot or having our houses burned, Of course there may be times and places for a little 
wearing nice clothes to demos... and bathing! so why have to worry about pissing off another outside funding. We can no doubt all point to 

Sounds good to me too. Maybe I could even get group and losing our income. campaigns or accomplishments that couldn't have 

money for that wheel bearing I blew out monitoring In addition to keeping your funding indepen- been pulled off without it, but it is hardly a sound 

footing to base a long-term movement on. The 
Wobblies and others did not win the eight-hour day 
living off of PEW money! They saw earning a living 
as an integral part of their organizing. Neither did 
the suffragettes, Gandhi's Indian independence 
struggle, or any other successful political move- 
ment. Money does not grow on trees, and the forces 
of the status quo are not ultimately going to fund 
the kind fundamental change required to save the 
planet, because in the end it will spell their own 
demise! Earth First! 

— Garth Kahl 



Missives from the Masses 

Dear Green for Brains: From Chiapas to Nigeria to article in the next issue. This SFB, 

1 have loved this rag for two Humboldt, nothing less than cor- made it all the more important re: Hippie bashing 
years and even though 1 am an porate control of the world's fu- that the words in it should have in Eostara 
officer in the military (yuk!), and ture is at stake. While defeat for us been my own. It is hard to re- 
a physician (MD), my environ- could be the beginning of a rebel- spect, or trust, a publication that The real prob- 

mentalism and commitment to lion that may eventually destroy would monkeywrench the writ- lem with being 
Mother Earth is forever strong. the entire corporate world order, ing of its contributors. hip is envy. 

Action is Protection! Keep us it is equally clear that if you can't — Mitch Friedman Mitch Friedman 



strong and unified. Eventually 
our mother will be at peace. 

— Doc Brace 

[Edi tors 'note: The following mis- 
sive was apparently sent to all of 
the residents of Redway and sur- 
rounding communities.] 


stop us here, you will not stop us 
anywhere — ever. 

So put up or shut up. We’ve put 
our cards on the table; it’s time for 
you to show your hand. This silly 
game has gone on long enough. 
Either you win... or we do. 

— Charles E. Hurwitz 


I Editor's note: The change to your 
meaning was a mistake and unin- 
tentional. We apologize. But 
monkeywrench ing ? 

The addition to your article and 
the subtraction of the paragraph are 
one in the same. Editors have the 


can get a hairdo and put on a bow 
tie before he locks down but in- 
variably the camera will, as he 
points out, zoom in on those who 
dress hip and have cool hair. Face 
it Mitch, you're being a nerd. That 
doesn't mean that you can't also 
be a darn good activist. Alas, the 


(Viet Nam was a real blast all 
right.) How about. ..Hey, I 
thought the 90s were supposed 
to make the 60s look lie the 50s 
so quit whining, get hip and make 
it happen, 
forever hip, 

— Peggy Sue 


A MESSAGE FROM CHARLES E. 
HURWITZ TO THE RESIDENTS 
OF SOUTHERN HUMBOLDT 
COUNTY 

As many of you surely realize, 
our choice of Redway for our 
new clearcut (TH P 1 -96-036) was 
no coincidence. We knew our 
plans would be a visual blight, 
would cause landslides and dam- 
age property — we intended to 
provoke you. Our workers long 
ago learned the high cost of dis- 
sent, and now we want to show 
you, once and for all, what hap- 
pens to those who question our 
prerogatives. 

You see, we’ve allowed you to 
hold your polite rallies, toler- 
ated your quaint marches, your 
petitions, your chanting and 
drums. But some of you seem to 
want nothing less than total 
revolution. You reject the cor- 
porate model of passivity and 
consumption. You flaunt our 
laws, trespass in our forest and 
spread rebellion in our work 
force. We wonder if you wouldn't 
rather just trash our company 
and live wild in the woods. 


Chairman of the Board 
MAXXAM 

Dear EF! Journal, 

1 want to point out unautho- 
rized edits of my article in the last 
issue ("Civil Disobedience as a 
Tactic, not a Culture," transcribed 
from a speech). I never said or 
wrote "Be happy with incremen- 
tal change." That statement does 
not reflect my views, nor was it in 
my speech or in the text 1 submit- 
ted to the Journal. Those are words 
placed in my article by somebody 
on the Journal staff, which doesn't 
say much for your editorial policy. 

Furthermore, an important 
paragraph was struck entirely. 
That paragraph, as submitted, was 
about the difference between 
Earth first, and Earth First! first, 
and how dedication to the goals 
of the movement mean recogniz- 
ing that radical appearances and 
radical actions are not always the 
most productive approach. "The 
message is more important than 
the messenger." 

1 realize the article was contro- 
versial, and 1 suspect mine will 
not be the only letter about the 


job of sometimes adding/altering 
subheads to summarize positions. 
The cut paragraph in question read: 

"ITS EARTH FIRS T, NOT EARTH 
FIRST! FIRST: Sad but true. The 
public doesn't particularly care 
for environmentalists (especially 
protesters) these days, even while 
it shares our concerns for life. 
This means we have to find others 
to carry our issues publicly. If it 
bothers you that the message is 
more important than the mes- 
senger, than you have slipped into 
the "Earth First! first" righteous- 
ness trap and only a long stint 
away from jail and EF! gatherings 
will cure you. If you get so frus- 
trated at mainstream rallies that 
you want to take over the stage 
and chastise the audience for not 
being hard core enough, than you 
need a long break from coffee 
shops, liberal arts campuses, and 
Dead (or Phish) shows." 

Even though we disagree with you 
about the public not caring for envi- 
ronmentalists (when 70-80% of the 
public say they are one), we did not 
intend to change your meaning. Sorry 
our editing was too heavy. — JF] 


hip will always be more attractive 
and photogenic. Just because 1 
dress hipper than other people 
doesn't mean 1 don't respect them. 
If people feel threatened by hip 
threads and groovy hair maybe 
it's time they reassess their own 
wardrobe and hairdo. 

And what can I say to the Gen- 
eration X band TREE who are 
whining because hippies had so 
much fun before they were born? 


Can't you just hear the argu- 
ments among the suffragettes 
when they were taking over the 
streets, fighting for the right to 
vote? "Hey! Don't wear pants to 
the demo. Try to look normal or 
our message will never be heard. 
This isn't about fashion; it's about 
our right to vote." Who turned 
out to be right? 

— Tim Ream 


In Memoriam 

Tony Merten died by his own hand on February 17, 
1 996. He left five cats and a bunch of friends who are sorry 
that he is dead. There seems to be a bunch of other people 
who wish they could get their hands on him also. Ah but 
alas, he is unavailable for comment. Tony was a passion- 
ate man who felt the earth's distress acutely. In a letter he 
left to some of his friends he explained his reason for 
departing. He stated his life had never been better person- 
ally. He didn't want people to be sad for him. He checked 
out as a response to the overwhelming toll we humans are 
extracting from the planet. His strategy was to lighten the 

load. I for one am sad he is gone. r, A , 

6 — Peg Millet 
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The 

Great Coast 
Giveaway 


by Diana Wilson 
Forest Action Network 

The province of British Columbia 
on the west coast of Canada was 
founded on a history of corrupt land- 
grabbing by governments and 
corporations, but most people are 
unaware of the fact that this shameful 
legacy continues today. Forest Action 
Network (FAN) researchers have 
unearthed a massive land giveaway of 
scandalous proportions on BC's 
mainland coast. 

The mainland coast of British 
Columbia contains the largest areas of 
intact, old-growth temperate rainforest 
left on the planet. FAN and many other 
groups are trying to raise international 
awareness of these globally critical and 
imminently threatened areas. The Great 
Coast Rainforest, which stretches up 
the mainland coast of British Columbia 
to the Alaskan border, contains some 
2.5 million hectares (over 6 million 
acres) of pristine wilderness. The largest 
roadless area alone (1.2 million hectares 
or nearly 3 million acres) is 
approximately four times the size of 
Clayoquot Sound. Due to the 
accelerating demands of corporate 
greed, virtual ly every last pristine valley 
is scheduled to be roaded and clearcut 
within the next five years, the majority 
within only the next two years! 

The Great Coast Rainforest is 
characterized by snow-capped 
mountains with steep, forested slopes 
descending through coastal fog into 
salmon-filled fjords. This area supports 
incredible biodiversity, with large 
populations of grizzlies, wolves and 
cougars roaming through ancient 
stands of Sitka spruce and red cedar. It 
is perhaps the only region of temperate 
rainforest large enough and 
sufficiently varied to act as a reservoir 
to eventually reforest, resalmon and 
regrizzly the devastated regions of the 
North American temperate rainforest 
region. But if serious action is not 
taken to preserve this area 
immediately, the entire planet will 
soon be impoverished by its loss. 

On September 27, 1995, government 
officials in the mid-coast forest district 
in Hagensborg, BC quietly drew lines 
on the map giving away virtually all of 
the area's last unassigned areas of 
merchantable old-growth rainforest to 
five major timber companies. This 
process, known as charting, took place 
behind closed doors, without any 
public announcement or public input 
process, and signed the death warrant 
for dozens of lush, pristine coastal 
temperate rainforest valleys, fjords and 
even whole islands. In what FAN has 
named the "Great Coast Giveaway" 
hundreds of thousands of hectares 
(over half a million acres), a total area 
larger than Clayoquot Sound, were 
literally given away to the lucky 
corporate recipients with no bidding 
process and no money changing hands 
(at least not over the table). 

BC's shameful history of land- 
grabbing began in the 1800s with the 
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Paradise Valley with dispersed clearcuts as required 
by the new BC Forest Practices Code 


Gila Hit Hard by Arson 


by Todd Schulke 

You all know the story by now. Profiteers bran- 
dishing chain saws, cans of blue spray paint, and 
butane lighters have been at work again. July 27, 
1995 was not only the infamous day Clinton signed 
the Salvage Rider into law, it was also the day an 
arsonist started the HB Fire in the Eagle Peak roadless 
area in the Gila National Forest, New Mexico. Coin- 
cidence you say? That's what the Gila National 
Forest (GNF) bureaucrats said too. They laughed at 
the possibility that someone could be so aware of 
the political situation in Washington, DC. Why 
heck, they didn't even know about the Salvage Rider 
until September! 

The arsonist set the blaze along the edge of the 
vociferously contested Eagle Peak timber sale. It was 
also some distance into one of the last remnants of 
old growth left in the Gila outside of designated 
wilderness. The HB Fire burned about 13,000 acres. 
Between, 1,500 to 2,000 acres burned in a hot, 
stand-replacement fire. 

The fire investigation cited no evidence of ar- 
son. Apparently the investigating officer couldn't 
get into the area because a firefighter's staging 
area was established at the source of the fire and 
when he went back 24 days later there was no 
evidence of arson. In spite of this, the USDA In- 
spector General has asked the Chief of the US Forest 
Service (USFS) to investigate a number of controver- 
sial issues surrounding the sale. These include that 
the fire started the day the Salvage Rider was signed; 
USFS allowed the fire to burn through spotted owl 
core areas and interfered with fire-fighting opera- 
tions; USFS began planning the sale the day after the 
fire started; and the Spotted Owl Recovery Plan was 
illegally altered to allow the sale. 

Memos obtained through the Freedom of Infor- 
mation Act show that the GNF interfered with fire 
fighting efforts to improve opportunities for future 
salvage. The fire was not fought at all in the Mexican 
Spotted Owl Cores (areas protected from logging as 
owl breeding grounds) that coincidentally contain 
most of the merchantable timber. The GNF pre- 
vented early attempts to fight the fire from the air 
while simultaneously doing flyovers, scouting the 
area for potential salvage. 

Eagle Peak is the most important unprotected 
roadless area left in the Southwest. RARE II, the 
Roadless Area Evaluation of 1979, analyzed 57,000 
acres for potential wilderness designation, but 
there is an additional 10,000 to 20,000 roadless 
acres surrounding this. Eagle Peak is home to a 
population of Mexican spotted owls critical to the 
dispersion of the threatened species to the north- 
ern parts of its range. It is also home to other 
imperiled species such as northern goshawks and 
Goodings onion. 

There were plans in the mid 80s to cut Eagle Peak 
but the sale was successfully appealed. In 1990, a 
draft Environmental Impact Statement for a new, 
improved Eagle Peak Sale was submitted by the GNF 
to massive public outcry. In response, the Forest 
Service developed a new alternative that didn't 
allow logging in the roadless area, giving assurances 
that all large, roadless, old-growth areas on the Gila 
would be dropped from consideration for logging 
(at least until the next forest plan was developed). 
Enter the Salvage Rider. 

ENEMY 


Salvage plans for Eagle ■ 

Peak, which were de- 
veloped only two days into the 
fire (if not sooner), include cutting up to 14 million 
board feet from the hot burn area where mortality 
rates are as high as 90 percent. This is the largest sale 
of any kind in the entire Southwestern Region. The 
Gila plans to build 10.5 miles of new roads into the 
roadless area. They claim they will attempt to oblit- 
erate the roads after the logging is completed but 




have admitted that after the salvage there is no way 
to fully restore the area to its now pristine condition. 

Under pressure from the Southwest Center for 
Biological Diversity (SWCBD) about the roadless 
issue, a helicopter logging alternative was developed. 
This was just a bone the GNF tossed out in an attempt 
to get us off their backs. The proposal included 
building over seven miles of new roads; it seems they 
missed the point. Even the Helicopter Logging Asso- 
ciation saw through this one, cautioning the GNF 
not to use helicopter alternatives as a political ruse. 

Supposedly, the HB Sale will not include any green 
trees, although some of the nicest big green trees left 
happen to be directly in the path of the proposed 
logging roads. Ground checks reveal discrepancies 
over mortality rates in some areas, so we'll have to 
keep a close eye on where the blue marks go. 

The GNF is claiming that if any spotted owls show 
up in the sale area they'll take acreage out of the sale 
or drop it altogether. There was a team of owl 
researchers hooting in April to see if any return. 
They have been following this population for sev- 
eral years, carrying on a demographic study that will 
be interrupted if the salvage plans go through. 

The GNF is getting desperate to prepare a viable 
timber sale. They even went so far as to pressure the 
Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) to illegally alter the 
Mexican Spotted Owl Recovery Plan. Days before 
the recovery plan was signed, the Deputy Director 
of the GNF wrote, "Jim Lloyd [the USFS Regional 
Endangered Species guy] called back re: our call 
yesterday concerning the wording of the owl recov- 
ery plan and salvage. He verified the way the plan is 
going it would in effect counteract the salvage 
wording in the Rescission Act. He is continuing to 
work aggressively with FWS to get more flexibility 
in the plan. However, in our discussion it became 
more obvious that at the Forest level we need to 
adjust the agenda on the upcoming field trip with 
FWS to focus on HB [Fire]... HB is going to be critical 
in establishing what the Region will be able to do re: 
salvage. If we can't do it there we probably won't be 
able to do it elsewhere." 

When the Mexican Spotted Owl Recovery Plan 
was signed it included strong language that pre- 
cluded salvage logging in spotted owl core areas and 
on steep slopes in roadless areas. But, the Plan was 
not released to the public for almost three months 
after its signing. When it was finally made available, 
the salvage wording had mysteriously disappeared. 

The SWCBD uncovered this discrepancy, break- 
ing the story the night before the FWS was to 
release the plan at several news conferences. The 
FWS hastily canceled the news conferences when 
their phones began ringing off the hook that morn- 
ing. Members of the Recovery Team expressed 
shock and dismay when contacted by SWCBD 
about the illegal alterations. But, after a conference 
call between team members there was an unusual 
amount of agreement that well, actually, maybe 
the changes were okay. Seems fishy, don't it? 

All in all, this has been a pretty sleazy deal. 
SWCBD has demanded a formal investigation by 
the Inspector General of the Department of Agricul- 
ture, asking him to look into the alteration of the 
Recovery Plan, the interference by the GNF in the 
fighting of the HB Fire, and the failure of the GNF to 
conduct an adequate investigation of arson in the 
fire. Also, as part of a discovery motion filed by 
SWCBD in an effort to extend an injunction stop- 
ping all logging in the Southwestern Region, a judge 
has granted us the right to question people under 
oath to testify about the alteration of the Recovery 
Plan. Should be interesting. 

The SWCBD is trying every possible strategy to 
stop this stupid sale. We have proposed the Natural 
Recovery Alternative (NRA), including no logging, 
no grazing, natural regeneration, no fire suppres- 
sion, and an intensive monitoring project. We pro- 
posed buying the sale to facilitate the implementa- 
tion of the Natural Recovery Alternative, but the 
GNF didn't seem too excited by the idea. 

We are also planning a summer-long encampment 
to blockade attempts at logging. There is even a youth 
group from Barcelona vowing to make the trip over 



if things heat up. We are shameless and don't feel 
a bit bad about luring folks away from the North- 
west to come help us. Would you rather get all 
moldy up there or come to the sunny Southwest 
to work on your tan while defending ancient 
forests? Why, we're even offering special door 
prizes to the first several activists who show up. 

One thing to keep in mind about this encamp- 
ment is that it's located in Catron County, hotbed 
of wise use activity in the West. We need to be 
careful and act respectfully and nonviolently. 

The basecamp will be close to Eagle Peak. Contact 
us to get the location. We are planning a gathering 
for May 10-12 to see the area and to strategize for the 
summer. It looks like cutting won't start until late 
June or even July, but we have to be prepared to go 
at any time. We could use help monitoring the sale 
area as well as getting ready for the basecamp, so if 
anybody wants to come in May and stick around 
that would be great. We can also use the usual 
support like cash, food, tarps, water containers, 
action gear, etc. 

Directions to the May 10-12 gathering: Get a New 
Mexico map. Get a Gila National Forest map. Find 
the town of Reserve in the southwestern corner of 
NM. Go 2.4 miles east of Reserve to Forest Road 233. 
Go south 12.2 miles on 233. You'll see a sign for 
Forest Road 38 and the Eagle Peak Fire Lookout. 
Take that right turn. Go 3.5 miles to an open area 
with aspens. There will be signs for trails leaving the 
area if you are in the right place. There will also 
probably be a locked gate preventing vehicular 
access to the lookout. There may be some dirtbags 
hanging around. Make yourself at home. Trail 768 
leads into the sale area. The other trail/road leads to 
a developed spring where there is very good water, 
but please be respectful, the springs are part of a 
Zuni sacred site. 

There are other things you can do. Write GNF 
Supervisor Abel Camerena. He may be familiar to 
some of you. He worked on planning Sugarloaf. He 
would certainly be glad to hear from some of his old 
friends. His address is Gila National Forest, 3005 E. 
Camino del Bosque, Silver City, NM 88061 . He loves 
to get faxes at (505) 388-8204. Also write Nancy 
Kaufman, Regional Director of Fish and Wildlife at 
USFWS, 500 Gold St. SW, Albuquerque, NM 87102. 
Give her a hard time about allowing the changes to 
the MSO Recovery Plan and ask that USFWS with- 
draw support for the HB salvage sale. 

Contact the Southwest Center for Biological Di- 
versity, POB 102, Pinos Altos, NM 88053; (505) 388- 
8799, fax 388-0666; e-mail: tschulke@sw-center.org. 
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TOUGH LUV IN THE BLUE MOUNTAINS 


by Middle Fork Chinook and Molly Maguire 

Middle Fork Chinook speaks: 

Wolverine paused, sniffing the air before crossing the 
alpine meadow. Warily hesitating in the fringe of trees at 
the meadow's edge, Wolverine peered from a rock outcrop 
into the fringes of the ancient 
forest Delow. Silent with expec- 
tation, the wandering scavenger 
watched as Cougar moved with 
stalking quiet, closing on a strag- 
gler from a small herd of mule 
deer — an old one, who would 
not last through the next winter. 

In a blur of speed, power, grace 
and crunching bone, itwasover. 

The herd scattered down slope 
into the dappled shadow of the 
forest, sounds oftheir flight fad- 
ing quickly. Wolverine waited; 

Cougar would finish and cache 
her kill... gathering clouds dark- 
ened the moon as a cold breeze 
warned of winter's march. 

Such was the dance of 
weather, seasons and life that 
characterized these Eastside 
forests for thousands of years. 

But those ways are unravel- 
ing now. Decades of 
overcutting have degraded 
the land and watercourses 
until only a tiny fraction of 
the old forest remains. Here, 
below the Indian Rock Sce- 
nic Area, adjacent to the 
North Fork John Day Wilder- 
ness, the tattered fringes of 
un logged roadless forest are 
dressed in blue, spray-painted 
with death stripes. The Reed 
Fire burned through the Blue 
Mountains two summers 
back. Now, ancient, living 
trees are marked for logging 
in the Reed Fire Sale of the 
Malheur National Forest. 

Marked, despite the promise 
of the Long Creek District's 
Environmental Assessment 
that no live trees would be 
cut (front page news, but the 
sale went on). The fragments 
of the great Eastside Forests 
that survived insects, drought 
and fire for centuries were marked for death by the 
agency entrusted with ensuring their life. 

Some folks held off Reed, and many other timber 
sales, with threats of lawsuits for a while, but all that 
crumbled with the Salvage Rider. Non-violent direct 
action was our only choice to stop these sales once 
Nature's blockade was breached by spring. Reed was 
sold last fall to Malheur Lumber Company. We 
expected them to wait till snow melt, but they went 


in with a plow and cut half the sale before they were 
discovered. However, the roadless area with the old 
forest had not yet been reached. Sparse, spindly trees 
on burned, eroding soils were all that remained on 
the half that had been cut. The Forest Service had the 
shameless audacity to call this atrocity a "fire recov- 
ery project" for "forest 
health." With no recourse, 
we blockaded the access 
roads to the uncut roadless 
part of the sale. 

Molly Maguire describes 
the blockade: 

Spring Equinox in the 
Malheur NF, no moon to 
speak of, and my Luv's 
linked by 5 feet of chain to 
the bumper of Middle Fork 
Chinook's truck, flying 
down a hundred miles of 
back roads, with no lights, 
my right front brake rotor 
smoking and threatening to 
seize. This will end badly 
and soon, thinks I. But, in 
the dawn light we find the 
Luv on its side in the middle 
of the road, with Magpie 
fastened by her neck to its 
undercarriage, and valiant 
Pine Cone perched 25 feet 
overhead in a tripod clev- 
erly intermeshed with the 
Luv so as to jeopardize the 
stability of both. This was 
the first overt direct action 
in these parts, so when a 
vehicle arrives on the scene 
at 6:30 am and the Cat 
driver looks at the truck- 
pod, the expression on his 
face is due to more than just 
another case of unfortunate 
upbringing. 

He took the work stop- 
page in stride, and by 7:30 
am the fallers were arriving, 
not happy at all with the way 
u the road to their worksite 
I was blockaded. Eventually, 
| they walked up to the block- 
ade, swore, threatened, swore 
S some more, threatened some 
more, went back to their 
trucks, talked, and repeated 
the process. Each time the hostility grew greater, 
even with our peace-vibe at maximum setting. The 
pod was kicked several times, a camera-person was 
singled out for a vicious verbal assault, and for a while 
things were looking very sketchy for a dozen of your 
friends. A couple fallers declared that if Pine Cone 
wasn't so young they'd "knock that thing right 
over." "You're breaking the law, why can’t I just 
break the law, too, and shoot you?," stood as the 


high-water mark of logger logic in the Malheur that 
morning. Violence was probably averted only by the 
arrival of the mainstream press. 

Except for the East Oregonian, accounts failed in 
objectivity and accuracy to a degree that should em- 
barrass anyone involved in journalism — one claimed 
that we blockaded the wrong road (that's why ten 
monster trucks with irritable cargo arrived and hung 
out with us for the whole morning). 

By noon the loggers called it a day and repaired to 
the Austin Junction bar to plot revenge. FS Law 
Enforcement sent one of their more expendable 
personnel to suss us out. "Yep, looks like a roadblock, 
alright." He told us we had to leave, but took the hint 
and left when we ignored him. A "wise-use" cull 
named Ted Ferrioli, along with two over-fed com- 
panions dressed in acetate (that kinda resembled 
spawning Chinook on acid), appeared at mid-after- 
noon to take pictures of everyone and tell us to "be 
careful out there." Careful we were. Here in the heart 
of "wise-use" land, rhetoric and attitudes of respect 
do not seem to preclude the use of firearms as viable 
problem solving tools. We were sweating carefully. 

Dusk came with some suspicious lights and sounds; 
Three of us slithered across a drainage to spy on a 
covert meeting of two quiet vehicles of about 5 or 6 
folks in the dark, a half mile down from our road- 
block. Time to get the kids out of camp, maybe 
ourselves as well. 

There were too few of us to withstand what we felt 
was coming, and we didn't want to get swept from 
the area and leave our lock-downs without support, 
so all thirteen of us packed into a VW bus. The next 
three vehicles that passed us heading toward the 
barricade were Federales. 

"What pick-up truck?" "No one told us about a 
closure." "None of us have ID." "I don't feel like a 
person. I'm a tree." "I'm a goshawk." "What's your 
name?" Their initial response — "How hard do you 
want this to be played?", devolved finally to a stum- 
bling "Open the gate, Billy." Thanks, Billy, see ya later. 

Middle Fork Chinook speaks again: 

Although we stopped logging for a day, the sale 
did get cut. Two-hundred thirty-nine acres and 
irreplaceable roadless habitat have joined Sugarloaf, 
Hoxie Griffin, Rocky Brook and the other lost places. 
And many more places will die undefended. We 
need to prioritize essential roadless, native forests 
that we cannot let fall. We must go beyond increas- 
ing public awareness to empowering people to ac- 
tion. A few handfuls of folk in the backwoods 
cannot stop the destruction alone.... 

The following are some of the roadless/ancient 
forest areas currently at risk in Eastern Oregon. Its 
not an issue, its our home. The only thing between 
life and death for these places is you! 

Bear Valley RD, Malheur NF (Aldrich and Todd 
roadless areas), Long Creek RD, Malheur NF (Fox, M 
St O, and Sunrise Lookout roadless areas), Burns RD, 
Malheur NF (Utley Butte roadless area), Walla Walla 
RD, Umatilla NF (Buzzard roadless area, Heppner 
RD, Umatilla NF (Texas Butte roadless area). 

Send contributions and requests for information 
to Cascadia Rising!, POB 9554, Bend, OR 97708. 



Malheur greeting party 


Takings Bill Would Take Wildlife for Ride 


by Gary Macfarlane 

One of the worst pieces of anti-environmental 
legislation from the 104th Congress will soon to be 
voted on by the Senate. Senate Bill 605 (S. 605) will 
make it impossible for federal agencies to protect 
habitat for wildlife and endangered species. Similar 
so-called property rights or "takings" legislation 
passed the House of Representatives last year. 

Takings legislation would require taxpayers to 
compensate any landowner who claims that the 
value of his/her property has been diminished by 
one-third or more because it provides habitat for 
endangered species, contains federally protected 
wetlands or has been affected by any other federal 
regulation, policy or contract. This bill would 
enable a land speculator to buy property with the 
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full knowledge that it is critical habitat for endan- 
gered species. The speculator could then file a claim 
against the federal government for the loss of poten- 
tial value of her/his property before s/he even builds 
a proposed project! The government must choose 
between paying the developer for not destroying 
the habitat or letting the development proceed. 

The bill provides no funding for this new entitle- 
ment program. Instead federal agencies, such as the 
Environmental Protection Agency and the Fish and 
Wildlife Service, must pay claims out of their al- 
ready thinly stretched budgets. 

This bill requires the creation of a new federal 
bureaucracy to conduct regulatory impact assess- 
ments and process claims from property owners. 
The so-called conservatives promoting this legisla- 
tion are the same members of Congress who claim 


that government is too big and wasteful. This 
legislation would ruin the budgets of resource 
agencies, stymie them from protecting vital habi- 
tat and create more unwieldy bureaucracy all at the 
same time. 

What You Can Do 

Please write your US Senators: Senator , 

United States Senate, Washington, DC, 20510 or 
call the Capitol switchboard at (202) 224-3121 and 
urge them to oppose and vote against S. 605 and 
other takings bills. 

If you would like more information, please call 
Tim Eichenberg, Center for Marine Conservation's 
Program Council at (202) 429-5609. 

The Center for Marine Conservation contributed to 
this article. 




Sordid “Salvage” Story: Political Perversity 



by John Green 

Activists across the US continue their struggle 
against the 1995 Salvage Rider, the latest in a series 
of riders from hell. The rider suspends all environ- 
mental laws in the interest of combating (by log- 
ging, of course) a nonexistent forest health crisis. It 
defines any tree killed or threatened by fire or insect 
infestation and all associated trees (any tree) as 
"salvage timber. " In the Northwest, it also mandates 
cutting thousands of acres of old-growth forest in 
sales previously stopped because of the enormous 
environmental damage they would cause. After 
initially vetoing the bill containing the rider, our 
"environmental" president flip-flopped and signed 
it. When it became obvious that the move would 
cost him politically, Clinton tried to claim that he 
didn't realize how damaging the rider really was. 
Perhaps he never read it. 

The Salvage Frenzy 

By defining salvage timber so loosely and suspend- 
ing environmental laws, the rider opens the door to 
all kinds of abuse by the US Forest Service (USFS) and 
the Bureau of Land Management (BLM), supposed 
conservation agencies which have proven their in- 
bred preference for logging. Across the country, these 
agencies are taking old, environmentally destructive 
timber sales that were killed by public pressure and 
lawsuits and repackaging them as salvage. In eastern 
Oregon, the Malheur National Forest directed its 
planners to call every sale "salvage" — as long as the 
sale contains a single tree that could meet the rider's 
loose definition, it is legal to do so. 

In the northern Rockies, the Forest Service is 
taking advantage of 1994's huge wildfires to engage 
in an orgy of destructive logging. Gigantic sales in 
wildlife corridors, roadless areas, endangered spe- 
cies habitat, etc. are marked for salvage logging. The 
Forest Service (together with bought-and-paid-for 
politicians and their timber industry patrons) is 
obviously viewing the rider as a once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity to trash roadless areas and endangered 
species habitat. 

California's national forests will take a major hit 
under the rider with at least 248 salvage sales planned, 
comprising 900 million board feet. One of the worst, 
the Barkley Salvage sale, in the Lassen National 
Forest, would have logged along Deer Creek, one of 
only two remaining salmon and steelhead streams in 
the northern Sierra Nevada. At press time, the Barkley 
sale had been withdrawn, presumably because bad 
timber sales could harm Clinton's chances to win 
California in November. California activists should 


use this leverage to stop salvage 
in its tracks. 

Salvage is not just an issue for 
the western US. Public lands 
bureaucrats across the country 
are rubbing their hands together 
in glee as they plan one envi- 
ronmentally horrendous sale 
after another, secure in the 
knowledge that they can't be 
appealed and that lawsuits are 
almost guaranteed to fail. 

Tree Tradin': Why It 
Sucks 

In the Umpqua National For- 
est in Oregon, three weeks of 
continuous actions by Cascadia 
Forest Defenders and Earth 
First! hindered logging of old 
growth in the First and Last 
timber sales (see related story, 
page 1 1), adding to pressure on 
the Clinton administration to 
stop the logging. Unfortu- 
nately, the bureaucrats' solu- 
tion was not to buy out or can- 
cel Roseburg Forest Products' 
contracts, but instead to arrange 
a timber volume trade — that is, 
to trade old growth in already- 
cut areas of the Umpqua for the 
old growth of First and Last. 

This obviously sucks, but at least 
it will side-step further fragmen- 
tation of the forest in the First 
and Last area. The administration is looking at 
volume trades as a way to say they're doing some- 
thing to halt the damaging effects of the rider, 
while in reality they're doing almost nothing. 
They plan to pursue similar trades elsewhere, ig- 
noring the fact that there has been too much 
cutting on our national forests already. 

The Red 90 Timber Sale, adjacent to the Mt. Jefferson 
Wilderness Area in Oregon's Willamette National 
Forest, exemplifies another shortcoming of the 
administration's volume trade scheme. Red 90 is 
another old-growth sale. Freres Brothers, which holds 
the contract on Red 90 (and also the nearby Horse- 
Byars sale) had apparently been willing to trade for 
other timber. But the owner, Rob Freres, got pissed off 
when our old friend Senator Hatfield introduced a 
bill to protect Opal Creek, an old-growth area nearby, 
and decided to log both Red 90 and Horse-Byars out 


of spite. So in addition to their other problems, 
volume trades are undesirable because they require 
the contractor to agree to trade; if the contractor is a 
jerk they can simply refuse, and there ain't a damn 
thing Clinton is willing to do about it. 

One positive note is that the 9th Circuit Court of 
Appeals has halted logging in marbled murrelet 
habitat in old-growth areas in the coast ranges of 
Oregon and Washington at least until early May. 
The court is scheduled to hear oral arguments on a 
case requesting that the government apply scien- 
tific standards in deciding whether areas slated to be 
cut are occupied by the threatened marbled murrelet. 
Under the Salvage Rider, proven occupation by 
murrelets is about the only way to stop logging. But 
the rider applies ridiculous criteria for proof, criteria 
which almost guarantee the logging of murrelet 
habitat, occupied or not (see EF!J , Yule '95). The 9th 
Circuit ruling reversed a decision by Judge Michael 
Hogan of Eugene to allow logging. 

Repeal the Rider! 

The way to stop these recurring nightmares is to 
repeal the Salvage Rider. It is going to take a combina- 
tion of direct action, demonstrations, letter writing 
and lobbying. We must use every available option. 

On the legislative front, a bill to repeal the rider 
introduced by Representative Elizabeth Furse (D-OR) 
in the House, and Senator Bill Bradley (D-NJ) in the 
Senate is still gathering co-sponsors. Many candy-ass 
Democrats from western states, fearful of offending 
their corporate paymasters, have yet to sign on to the 
repeal effort, while even some conservatives from the 
East and Midwest have realized how bad the rider is 
and are supporting repeal. If Clinton just threw his 
weight behind the Furse bill and called for full repeal, 
a lot of the wimpy liberals from the West probably 
would sign on. 

What can you do? Get involved! 

Join a direct action campaign and organize a 
demonstration. This is a national, not a regional 
issue, and there is no shortage of things to do. 
Distribute information, harangue your "elected" 
representatives and the President. Demand their 
support of the Furse/Bradley bill (H.R. 2745/S. 1595). 
Now more than ever, there is no excuse for not 
getting involved. 

Fight the rider now! Not just the old-growth com- 
ponenr, but the entire hellish thing. The only forest 
health crisis is the one we have created by cutting 
down far too many trees in far too much forest. 


Salvage By Any Other Name 

by Pol' Cat 

Idaho's Senator Larry Craig is trying to make the Salvage Rider permanent with his forest health bill, 
S. 391. His logic: who could be against forest health? It's a proven public relations hoax from the timber 
industry — the same characters, Potlatch, Plum Creek, Weyerhaeuser and Boise Cascade, that deforested 
the Cascades and parts of northern Idaho and northwestern Montana. They're the same crooks who fund 
the campaigns of "pseudo-populists" like Larry Craig, Slade Gorton and Mark Hatfield. 

S. 391 is designed to eliminate any stands of old growth in the national forests that the Salvage Rider 
fails to destroy. There would be no appeal and little public involvement. Once an area has been 
designated for salvage savaging, the trees must be sold within 120 days. 

Furthermore, S. 391 would rob already underfunded Forest Service protection programs to cover the 
expenses of the inevitable road-building subsidies. If the Forest Service does not earn enough revenue 
from salvage funds, it may substitute funds appropriated for wildlife habitat, watershed restoration, 
recreation and other activities. Vaunted "conservatives" like Larry Craig are institutionalizing corporate 
subsidies — stealing from the deep pockets of the taxpayer and giving to rich companies. 

Where are they going to cut these trees? Everywhere! The Forest Service even has plans to salvage 
log high elevation forests like Utah's wild, roadless Uinta Mountains and the ponderosa pine 
ecosystems of the Mogollon Rim in Arizona and New Mexico. Industrial logging does it all in Freddie- 
World: protects wildlife, purifies streams, slices your onions without a mess and tucks the kids in bed 
at night. 

The Wild Rockies have been lucky compared to Cascadia and the national forests in the East and 
Midwest. There are few big cuts next to rivers. All that is changing with salvage mania. Good bye South 
Fork of the Salmon River, Boise River, and North Fork of the Clearwater River. Pay your last respects 
to the roadless Gallatin Range, the last vestiges of wildness along the Yaak, and the dry forests of 
northwestern Wyoming. S. 391 intends to close the door on wilderness forever. 

Want more facts about the ill effects of salvage logging? Barry Carter of the Blue Mountain Native Forest 
Alliance has compiled 85 reasons on why it is wrong. To order a copy, contact: BMNFA (5 41) 523-2357; e- 
mail: bcarter@igc.apc.org. 
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Some Thoughts on Big Money and Bad Activism 


by Kieran Suckling 

Editor's note — Pew Charitable Trusts 
is a Philadelphia-based grantmaking 
foundation with roots in oil money. Pew 
disperses over $20 million annually to 
environmental causes. Critics contend 
that Pew leans on groups to support a 
compromised environmental agenda and 
subverts the movement as a whole by 
whom they choose to fund. 

A memo came across my fax ma- 
chine following the Seventh Ameri- 
can Forest Congress. The memo lam- 
basted "Pew-funded sellouts" and up- 
held Peter Galvin as a grassroots 
hero for hijacking the mi- 
crophone at a press con 
ference announc- 
ing congressional 
support of the Sal- 
vage Rider. Funny 
thing is, Galvin is 
funded by Pew as 
the coordinator of 
the Southwest 
Forest Alliance. In 
fact, he was in DC 
courtesy of a Pew 
plane ticket 
(coach class). As- 
suming that every 
radical is founda- 
tion-free makes for bad 
memos and muddled critiques. So does 
the assumption that there's a founda- 
tion lurking behind every compro- 
mise — environmentalists are perfectly 


capable of being weak-kneed on their 
own. 

Foundation influence is real but usu- 
ally not direct. It's not like the hotline 
rings and Rockefeller barks, "Drop the 
lawsuit!" By making money available 
for certain issues and particular ways 
of addressing those issues, funders can 
exert great influence. Nothing is nec- 
essarily evil in this. Imagine Aunt Nellie 
left you $300,000 a year to distribute 
to environmental groups. To ensure 
that as much wildness was saved as 
possible, you'd carefully choose which 
issues you want to fund, which 
bioregions are most important to you 
and which strat- 
o egies you think 
™ are most effec- 
tive. You'd 
fund groups 
you trusted or 
rely on the rec- 
ommendations 
of people you 
trusted. In other 
words, you'd be a 
foundation, seek- 
ing to change the 
world with your 
donations. By 
funding and not 
funding certain 
groups you'd change 
the environmental move- 
ment. To the extent that 
groups decide to do what they think 
you want them to do to get your 
money, you'd change the environ- 
mental movement. But, since you're 


not a megalomaniac (right?) you 
wouldn't impose your ideology on 
the movement carte blanche, you'd 
also be open to exploring new strate- 
gies. 

The problem is, most foundations 
didn't get their money from Aunt 
Nellie; they got it from family dynas- 
ties founded on the oil, car, timber, 
computer, media industries, etc. Ad- 
ditionally, most foundations have 
their money invested in earth-destroy- 
ing industries because they pay the 
highest returns. Because of the ideo- 
logical distance between a 
foundation's purpose and the source 
of its money, foundations often fund 
activism that could ultimately cut into 
their profits — one of the classic con- 
tradictions of capitalism. In terms of 
affecting environmental activism, the 
political orientations of the trustees 
and especially the staff are more im- 
portant. They're the folks who distrib- 
ute the money and set the agendas. 

These folks are not entirely untouch- 
able. While there is not much you can 
do to influence the agenda of the 
more rigid foundations, the more open 
funders are definitely influenced by 
successful activism and compelling 
presentations of new strategies. This 
assumes a commitment to a certain 
strategy and a willingness to follow it 
through whether it is currently 
"fundable" or not. Changing strate- 
gies to chase money is a formula for 
stagnation and generic activism. 

In 1995, 70 percent of the South- 
west Center for Biological Diversity's 


funding came from foundations. Via 
the Southwest Forest Alliance, we re- 
ceived money from Pew Charitable 
Trusts. Independently, we were funded 
by Turner, Harder, Levinson, Deep 
Ecology, Ruth Brown, Patagonia, Hu- 
man-I-Tees and the Outdoor Indus- 
tries Conservation Alliance. Harder 
and Levinson are activist foundations 
which regularly give us advice, usu- 
ally good. Pew keeps a pretty close eye 
on the Southwest Forest Alliance to 
ensure it delivers what it promised, 
but has not attempted to influence 
policy decisions or rein in the aggres- 
sive components of our campaign — 
even after the "Galvin incident." The 
rest have a pretty hands-off approach. 
Thus far, no funder has ever asked us 
to compromise anything. 

Foundation funding has allowed us 
to grow from two people with a fax 
machine in 1 990, to a full-time staff of 
nine with a door-to-door canvas, 2,200 
members and a budget of $171,000. 
Funding has enabled us to inundate 
the earth-rapers with a constant flood 
of petitions, appeals, lawsuits, media 
stories, and ecological research papers 
while monitoring a slew of timber 
sales, mines, grazing allotments, dams, 
and land exchanges. As our member- 
ship grows, we want to decrease our 
relative dependence on foundations, 
but for the time being, they definitely 
make our work possible. 

Contact the Southwest Center for 
Biological Diversity at POB 17839, 
Tuscon, AZ 85731; (520) 733-1391; e- 
mail swcbd@igc.apc.org. 
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by Dana Stolzman and Cecelia Lanman 

Since 1977, the Environmental Protection Infor- 
mation Center (EPIC) has been working to protect 
endangered species and preserve the last of the 
ancient redwood forests in northern California. Our 
efforts to defend places like the Sinkyone Coast and 
Headwaters Forest are essentially pro bono, in-kind 
work taken on by unpaid zealots. In our case, the 
founders of EPIC were rural Luddites who left their 
homesteads and came down from the hills to fight 
against herbicide spraying, deforestation, siltation 
of salmon habitat and desecration of sacred sites. 
When the Maxxam corporation of Houston orches- 
trated a hostile takeover of Pacific Lumber (PL) in 
1 986, EPIC sought funding to challenge the liquida- 
tion logging operations of this corporate giant. 

EPIC mapped out a five-year plan, or conspiracy as 
PL likes to say, to protect the remaining old-growth 
groves as endangered species habitat. Our first grant 
submitted to the W. Alton Jones Foundation (WAJ) 
was sketched out on an accordion-like collage of 
papers as big as our vision for forest preservation. We 
worked out of the converted garage of a friend who 
let us use his computer. WAJ awarded our tenacity 
and dedication with funding that was instrumental 
to EPIC'S initial development as an organization. 

Last year at the Eugene Environmental Law Con- 
ference, Jeffrey St. Clair, editor of Wild Forest Review, 
informed us that WAJ invests in Scotia Pacific Corp., 
the subsidiary of Maxxam which owns all the old- 
growth groves. We were shocked. Why would a 
foundation that supports our work to stop Maxxam's 
rapacious logging of the last ancient redwoods si- 
multaneously invest in the holding corporation 
that owns the most pristine ancient redwood groves 
remaining on Earth? St. Clair quoted Cecelia 
Lanman, EPIC's program director, "When I saw that 


Alton Jones owned some of Hurwitz's bonds and 
stock in Scotia Pacific, I was nauseated." Well, yeah. 
It's about as nauseating as flying over PL's cut-over 
lands. EPIC was dumbfounded that WAJ, which 
funds our citizen lawsuits, would simultaneously 
invest in the defendant's stocks! But we figure we're 
a wise investment since we win precedent-setting 
lawsuits with an annual budget less than the salary 
of one of PL’s lawyers. 

It's not totally surprising that a large environmen- 
tal foundation would have accumulated its wealth 
from mining, oil drilling or logging. Ravaging the 
earth has always been more profitable than preserv- 
ing it — just compare the plaintiff's account bal- 
ances with the defendants. Despite the contradic- 
tions, EPIC feels that WAJ’s contributions have gone 
a long way to curb the profits of Maxxam, and of 
course have managed to save some old trees and rare 
species in the process. 

WAJ has wholeheartedly supported our mission, 
goal and objective of preserving the redwood eco- 
system and fighting corporate domination of the 
last redwoods. EPIC has always tried to make re- 
sponsible decisions about foundation support. If 
there were strings attached to a foundation's grants 
we would simply cut ourselves free. But WAJ has 
been unconditionally supportive of EPIC in our 
work to protect endangered species habitat, even on 
private lands. We honestly hope that this disclosure 
may prod WAJ's investment bankers to consider 
divesting from Scotia Pacific and, in the future, 
choose investments more consistent with the prin- 
ciples the foundation promotes. 

WAJ has provided support for significant legal 
challenges including Sierra Club v. Board of Forestry 
in the State Supreme Court, Marbled Murrelet v. 
Pacific Lumber in Federal Court and our current 
federal lawsuit Marbled Murrelet and Northern Spotted 


Owl v. Babbitt. These legal rulings have lent greater 
protection to the Headwaters Forest and its endan- 
gered species. WAJ and nearly 20 other foundations 
have provided a solid base of support from which we 
have achieved environmental protection, devel- 
oped solid programs and diversified our funding 
sources. Over half of our income is generated from 
memberships, donations and community fund-rais- 
ing. We enjoy the volunteer community spirit which 
sustains our work. 

For more information 
contact EPIC, POB 
397, Garberville, CA 
95542; (707) 923- 
2931. 
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All Done Dancing Down the 
Headwaters Death Road 


by Dragonfly 

We have great news to report. First, the proposed 
"Death Road" into the heart of the Headwaters 
Grove has been denied by the California Board of 
Forestry! Next, the 50,000-acre "salvage" injunction 
has been upheld by the Federal Court! And finally, 
temporary restraining orders have stopped eight 
additional old-growth Pacific Lumber cuts! 

The Earth First! community has been elated at the 
repeated administrative and legal victories. We owe 
it all to the fine work and determination of the kick- 
ass lawyers at the Environmental Protection and 
Information Center of Garberville, California. Head- 
waters has again been successfully defended as "criti- 
cal habitat" under the Endangered Species Act. 

February 22, Earth First! held a rally to draw atten- 
tion to the double threat facing Owl Creek, one of six 
groves in the Headwaters complex. In the quad of 
Humboldt State University, over 200 folks gathered to 
support the ancient redwoods. Pacific Lumber was 
seeking approval of 135 acres of clearcuts in "residual" 
ancient forest immediately adjacent to the federally 
protected 500 acres of Owl Creek. 

A week later we were hot on the trail of Representa- 
tive Frank Riggs, the cause of much of our trouble. 
Riggs visited the Northcoast Environmental Center in 
Areata to "listen" to the concerns of the environmen- 
tal community. The mainstream environmental groups 
gathered to collectively denounce his evil Headwaters 
legislation but EF! wanted to tell him in our own 
special way what we really thought of his ideas. 

February 28, 30 Earth Firstlers rallied at Frank's 
office in Eureka to draw attention to 
his sponsorship of the Headwaters 
Forest Destruction Act, HR 2712. He is 
attempting to pass off this bill 
(obviously written with detailed 

assistance from Pacific Lumber) as a 
compromise even though it mandates 
a long list of industry demands. 

The many drainages and water- 
courses that define the Headwaters 
Forest comprise over 100,000 acres. 

Under the recent court decisions, only 
50,000 of these acres are protected. 

Riggs' bill would set aside a mere 3,000 
acres of ancient forest, but only if Pa- 
cific Lumber sells the land within 18 
months and the stingy Republican 
Congress can meet Pacific Lumber's 
astronomical asking price. 

The bill would allow Pacific Lumber 
to destroy the Smith River National 
Recreation Area. A maniacal little clause 
would give away five million board feet 
of fatty old-growth Douglas fir a year to 
Pacific Lumber. The pristine roadless 
area is not only ancient forest, but also 
home to a wild, undammed river that 
would be ruined. 

Last fall, Northcoast Earth First! 
fought to defend the "North" 

Headwaters by tangling with Sierra 
Pacific Industries (SPI) and the Elk River 
Timber Company. Though we locked 
down, tripodded, tree-sat and protested 
across northern California, we were 
unable to prevent a 55-acre clearcut 
from being placed smack dab next to 
Headwaters Grove. This crime against 
nature has poured untold tons of 
sediment into the Little South Fork of 
the Elk River. 

We are once again preparing to do 
battle with the redwood-thirsty 
clearcutting conglomerate known as 
SPI/Elk River Timber. A new rotten 
plan, Timber Harvest Plan 059, calls 
for clearcutting 395 acres of 90-year- 
old redwood and Douglas fir on the 
steep slopes directly above the South 
Fork of the Elk River. Though this whole 


watershed has been severely degraded by poor his- 
torical forestry practices (i.e., ruthless clearcutting, 
even of immature second growth), some trace popu- 
lations of wild coho and Chinook salmon remain. 
The whole Elk River valley was inundated by unusu- 
ally high floodwaters this winter. More industrial 
logging will wash away the disappearing topsoil, 
decimate wild salmon populations and compound 
flood damage. 

In addition, Pacific Lumber is seeking approval of 
a plan to log the last 200 acres of "residual" old 
growth on the North Fork of the Elk River. Though 
this rim of canopy habitat was previously logged, it 
was not clearcut and still has trees over eight feet in 
diameter. This area is prime habitat for both marbled 
murrelet and northern spotted owl, as well as sala- 
mander, lichen, mushrooms and tree voles. Unbe- 
lievably, state Fish and Game biologists have not 
visited the site. 

Numerous old-growth sales have been released in 
the Klamath National Forest by the lawless logging 
of the Salvage Rider, including several old-growth 
sales in roadless areas. Among the worst is the Dillon 
Creek sale. This is a Late Successional Reserve roadless 
area that is also prime habitat for wild salmon and 
steelhead trout populations. The Lick Salvage Sale 
proposes logging unstable slopes in the Tom Martin 
roadless area. 

In addition to this madness, over 20 sales are 
planned in the Six Rivers National Forest. The Pilot 
Creek sale would log in riparian areas and the last 
roadless section of this watershed. We are planning 
our "Headwaters Spring" and "Salvage Summer" 


campaigns, so come visit beautiful Humboldt 
County and put your body on the line for the 
ancestral trees. For more information contact 
Northcoast Earth First! at POB 4796, Areata, CA 
95521; (707) 825-8911. 



Frank Riggs, Cascadia Forest Destroyer, 
indicates how much of Headwaters he wants to save. 


Headwaters Legal LJpdal 


by Dana Stolzman 

The movement to preserve Head- 
waters Forest is reaching critical 
mass. A potential Debt-for-Nature 
swap is presenting an opportunity 
to secure permanent protection of 
Headwaters in exchange for 
Maxxam CEO Charles Hurwitz’s 
$1.6 billion debt to the American 
taxpayers for his failed Texas Sav- 
ings and Loan. While the federal 
government looks at Headwaters 
protection as an elec- 
tion year issue, Envi- 
ronmental Protection 
and Information 
Center's (EPIC) litiga- 
tion and Earth First! 's 
direct action tactics 
are crucial to tempo- 
rarily protecting the 
groves until perma- 
nent protection can 
be achieved. 

EPIC received a pre- 
liminary injunction 
in September halting 
review-exempt sal- 
vage operations on 
nearly 50,000 acres of 
proposed critical 
habitat for the 
marbled murrelet. On 
April 3, we received a second pre- 
liminary injunction enjoining 
eight old-growth timber harvest 
plans that didn't comply with the 
Endangered Species Act and would 
harm northern spotted owls. 

In March, the Board of Forestry 
unanimously voted to uphold Cali- 
fornia Department of Forestry's de- 


nial of an eight-acre timber harvest 
plan in the heart of the Headwaters 
Grove (known as the "Death Road"). 
EPIC coordinated scientific and legal 
comment on this plan and helped 
mobilize public support. Over 150 
citizens testified in front of the Board 
including lawyers, activists reading 
from Dr. Seuss' Lorax and biologists 
speaking on behalf of the marbled 
murrelet and coho salmon. 

Usually the California Department 
of Forestry (CDF) denies one plan out 



On Earth Day Zonker occupied a crane at the 
Humboldt County Jail hanging a miniature version of this banner. 

of a thousand, so this is a landmark 
decision based on scientific concern 
about the marbled murrelet. Even 
CDF's attorney acknowledged that 
the Death Road Timber Harvest Plan 
would pose "significant long-term 
damage to the marbled murrelet and 
would be the first stage of a 35-year 
project to liquidate Pacific Lumber's 


remaining old-growth holdings. 
CDF cannot piecemeal approve a 
multi-phase road project intended 
to result in extensive harvest 
operations." This plan proposed to 
clearcut old-growth redwoods on 
both sides of a new road in the core 
3,300-acre Headwaters Grove, the 
largest unprotected ancient 
redwood forest on Earth, setting the 
stage for a full-scale assault on the 
forest. Both the state Department of 
Fish and Game and the US Fish and 
Wildlife Service 
determined that 
"activities proposed 
under [the plan] are 
likely to jeopardize the 
continued existence of 
the marbled murrelet 
and result in a taking of 
the marbled murrelet, a 
state and federal listed 
species." 

April 1 (no fooling) 
marked the beginning 
of marbled murrelet 
nesting season so there 
is a reprieve on the oc- 
cupied groves. Activists 
should be prepared in 
case EPIC loses the tem- 
porary injunctions on 
salvage logging in the 
critical habitat areas. Sierra Pacific 
Corporation, which owns land on 
the northern boundary of Headwa- 
ters, is also submitting logging plans 
that would affect the coho salmon 
and northern spotted owls. 

For more information contact: 
EPIC, POB 397, Garberville, CA 95542; 
(707) 923-2931, fax (707) 923-4210. 
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Ward Thomas: Chief Timber Thief 


According to its own law enforcement specialists, 
the US Forest Service has disarmed itself in the war 
against major timber theft and fraud by removing 
cops from the forest protection beat. This 
abandonment of their enforcement effort has 
occurred in the face of unprecedented amounts of 
theft, which the Forest Service concedes may cost 
taxpayers at least $100 million annually. As much as 
ten percent of all the trees cut from the National Forest 
system every year are cut illegally. 

Because major timber theft happens on Forest Service 
administered timber sales, criminal timber theft 
investigations are embarrassing to the Forest Service. 
Virtually every case documents sloppy sale 
administration or worse. As a result, some prosecutors 
refer to the Forest Service as the unindicted co- 
conspirator behind every timber fraud case. 

New emphasis on "salvage" sales dramatically 
increases the potential for major timber theft. This 
logging to promote "forest health" will leave both 
the national forests and the American taxpayers at 
the mercy of an industry honor system — an open 
invitation to steal. 

In spring 1995, the Forest Service abruptly abolished 
the only investigative unit dedicated to timber theft. 
Ongoing investigations have been stopped and are 
gathering dust. No new major fraud cases have been 
opened, and only small, firewood thefts are being 
investigated. Over the last three years, the combined 


slightly more than $800,000, only about 25 percent of 
the $3.2 million recovered by the timber theft task force 
in 1993 alone. In 1995, the Forest Service boasted of 76 
timber theft adjudications, but the total recovery to 
taxpayers was only $363,430, less than $5,000 per case. 

Despite promises, no national effort has been mounted 
within the Forest Service to fill the vacuum. Timber 
theft isn't listed as a priority in the Forest Service Law 
Enforcement Manual. In fact, the words "timber theft" 
do not even appear in the manual. The Forest Service 
rejected a recommendation by the Office of Inspector 
General that a national cadre be created as part of a 
timber theft investigation effort. 

Regional Forest Service offices have not assembled 
their own timber theft units and do not have trained 
personnel committed to major timber theft 
investigation. In many regions, law enforcement 
cannot even initiate investigations without 
permission of Forest Service managers or timber staff. 

The "Rodeo" case is one major timber theft 
investigation that the Forest Service has obstructed. 
It was a four-prong investigation of multi-million 
dollar theft on salvage sales in California and Oregon. 
Rodeo is a microcosm of Forest Service collusion. It 
involves the unauthorized harvest (theft) by the 
Weyerhaeuser Corporation of up to 32,000 green trees 
per month in so-called salvage sales. 

According to Public Employees for Environmental 
Responsibility (PEER), Forest Service Chief Jack Ward 


theft committed by Weyerhaeuser prior to his scuttling 
of the investigation. On April 6, 1995, Thomas abruptly 
abolished the Timber Theft Investigations Branch 
(TTIB) of the Forest Service which was conducting the 
Weyerhaeuser investigation. 

TTIB agents twice personally briefed Chief Thomas 
on Rodeo, which concerned possibly the largest 
illegal diversion of timber in Forest Service history. 
The investigation covered four national forests in 
California and Oregon during a five-year period. 
Thomas was told that the case also targeted senior 
Forest Service officials who allegedly allowed illegal 
logging, covered up losses, failed to account for 
hundreds of thousands of dollars of timber receipts 
and repeatedly leaked confidential information about 
the investigation to Weyerhaeuser. 

"The Chief knew in detail the scope of the Rodeo 
investigation. His actions seem calculated to ensure 
that the investigation was never completed, " stated Jeff 
DeBonis, executive director of PEER and himself a 
Forest Service timber sale administrator for more than 
12years. "After ChiefThomas eliminated the TTIB, the 
Rodeo case gathered dust in a locked storage unit for 
more than ten months. With each passing month, the 
prospects for learning the truth about Rodeo fade." 

The Rodeo case focused on the Weyerhaeuser 
Klamath Falls Division, centering on allegations of 
massive cutting of undesignated timber. Once the 
TTIB investigation had begun, Forest Service officials 
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f\ sales t0 remove dead trees, thousands 
late. popt, of healthy, "green " trees were cut and 

I ” sold at low < salva 8 e timber rates. 

TTIB agents were investigating 
possible multi-million dollar losses to 

B the government from miscalculations 
of timber volume, a process called 
"scaling." Once alerted to this 
investigation by Forest Service 
managers, Weyerhaeuser came forward 
indicating that it owed the government 
approximately one-quarter of a million 
dollars from one sale (Buckborde) on 
one forest (Modoc). The Rodeo 
investigation was trying to determine 
how many other sales were affected 
and whether Weyerhaeuser was the 
only beneficiary. 

TTIB investigators also found large 
quantities of tracer paint missing. 
Tracer paint is used to mark trees for 
cutting, and its unauthorized use could 
result in the illegal removal of 
thousands of trees. 

Following a report by a company 
employee, investigators began tracing 
government logs going to the export 
facility at Coos Bay, Oregon. The 
investigation was to determine if 
unfinished government logs were 
being illegally sold for export, 
bypassing American wood mills. 

The Forest Service has turned a blind 
eye as every week thousands of trees 
are stolen from our public forests, 
^ perhaps as much as a billion board 
feet a y ear , enough to fill two million 
A^Tifnorio logging trucks. The Rodeo case is just 
Coppo-AT-jr the tip of the iceberg of a national 
Susa%esa 6 scandal. 

9ftAu - 1 PEER recommends the establish- 
fvck. with ment of a national program to pre- 
- vent , detect and investigate commer- 
cial timber theft as well as an end to 
retaliation against the Forest Service 
LxfflSvW special agents and investigators who 
brought these concerns to light. 
ttr, one For more information contact the 

Public Employees for Environmental 
-JTiL»/r»r Responsibility at 810 1st NE, Wash- 
jK JSf** ington, DC 20002; (202) 408-0041, 
fax 842-4716. 
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Umpqua Ancient Forest Spared 

Direct Action Gets the Goods 


BY ClMMARON AND RAVEN 

On spring equinox the comet passed 
over radical and mainstream 
environmentalists as we banded 
together to stage an intense, three- 
week series of actions in the Umpqua 
National Forest. Day after day, 
protesters from Southern Willamette 
EF!, Cascadia Forest Defenders and 
Siskiyou Forest Defenders, along with 
assorted friends from Baja Cascadia to 
Alaska, attempted to halt logging on 


sales — Cowboy, Nita and South Nita — 
contending that they violated even 
Section 318 environmental protections. 
First and Last were hastily withdrawn 
by the Forest Service before they could 
be ruled unsound on similar grounds. 
On January 10, Judge Hogan released 
all five sales. Because Cowboy, Nita 
and South Nita fell under the previous 
injunction by Judge Dwyer, they are 
currently held up, pending review by 
his court in early May. First and Last 
were put on the chopping block. 



Day One: Activists line up for the penalty kick. Freddie Kelly negotiated a draw, no arrests. 


the First and Last timber sales with car 
blockades, tripods and other "work 
interferences." The first morning 
fallers arrived, with chainsaws primed, 
they found a dozen activists occupying 
the road. Soon thereafter Don Otsby, 
Umpqua National Forest Supervisor, 
slapped a 16-square-mile-plus federal 
closure on the area. 

The Very Last Timber Sale 

The Umpqua contains the most 
extensive tracts of native forest in 
Oregon and some of the last mid-level 
old growth. The forest is a mix of 
Douglas fir, pine, cedar and hemlock 
covering steep, low mountains and 
small, fast streams. The forests affected 
by these sales are critical to the 
endangered sea-run cutthroat trout 
and threatened coho salmon and are 
located in ecologically significant old- 
growth roadless areas and spotted owl 
habitat. Last fall only 100 sea-run 
cutthroat returned to the Umpqua. 

The First and Last timber sales are 
part of a group of five controversial 
Section 318 sales (sales offered under 
a 1 989 rider that were ruled illegal and 
never cut) in the Tiller Ranger District. 
All five were awarded to Scott Timber, 
the purchasing arm of Roseburg Forest 
Products, which controls over 350,000 
acres of private forest lands. In the 
First sale, core samples of a six-foot 
diameter Douglas fir revealed an 
estimated age of 1,044 years. Scott 
Timber and their Farce Service pals 
graciously moved the unit boundary 
to spare her for future generations of 
RV owners on a soon-to-be wayside 
attraction, but allowed the adjacent 
860-year-old tree to be cut. 

In 1992, the Audubon Society and 
Sierra Club Legal Defense Fund 
successfully sued over the three other 


CD Comes to DC 

Douglas County has a history of 
high levels of logging on public land 
and little or no experience with EF!- 
style activities. In the county's first- 
ever civil disobedience action, 21 were 
arrested at a choreographed Witness 
Against Lawless Logging protest at the 
North Umpqua Ranger Station in 
January for stepping onto the public 
sidewalk. An Earth Firstl/Cascadia 
Forest Defenders protest at the 
Roseburg BLM and Forest Service 
offices in March reaffirmed earlier 
warnings that protests were certain to 
occur when cutting began. 

Activists expected hostility from 
locals in this timber-oriented region 
when road blocks began, but it was 
actually minimal. In fact, many locals 
came by basecamp to bring 
manifestations of their support. Even 
some Freddies secretly detested these 
sales and supported the efforts of 
protesters to stop them. 

With word that cutting could start 
as early as May 20, activists who had 
been monitoring and video- 
documenting the area for months 
moved in and set up a semipermanent, 
open camp. Law Enforcement 
representatives from the Malheur, 
Willamette, Siskiyou and Colville 
National Forests were quickly 
summoned to the area. Uniformed, 
plain-clothed and camouflaged agents 
roamed the closure day and night 
and maintained two round-the-clock 
road blockades to prove their 
overzealous commitment to 
protecting public safety. 

Undaunted by flexible closure 
boundaries, poor communications and 
the six roads into the area, activists 
repeatedly attempted to block all access 



to the units. Success was within our 
grasp one Monday when a sex-pod 
and elaborate car blockade cut off 
fallers on three different roads. But, 
alas, a sneaky Fred happened upon a 
third road crew and prevented them 
from erecting a spiked tripod on the 
fourth access road. Just days later 
another tripod crew succeeded in 
delaying the fallers for hours. 
Individually each action was less than 
successful, but the cumulative delays 
slowed the attack on the wild 
considerably. 

Roseburg Forest Product's Deal 
of Shame 

Cooperation with the local environ- 
mental group, Umpqua Watersheds, 
had a synergistic effect on the activi- 
ties in the woods, making this high- 
profile campaign a model of 
cooperation between direct-action 
groups and the mainstream. Persis- 
tent pressure from the woods actions 
and Umpqua Watersheds also fast- 
tracked the lagging negotiations be- 
tween the Forest Service and Roseburg 
Forest Products to swap volume for 
timber on less sensitive lands. After 
weeks of high-level sidestepping, ne- 
gotiations eventually resulted in a tim- 
ber swap of these ancient trees for 
shelterwood leftovers on nearby "ma- 
trix" lands (checkerboards of private 
and public forests). Intact wild forest 
and critical fish habitat was saved 
at the expense of "destined-to- 
be-harvested" trees on already 
cut-over lands. The direct ac- 
tion groups on the ground, 
having no voice in the 
negotiations, did not 
sanction the swap. But the 
signing of the deal sus- 
pended activities 
and activists have 


turned their attention to other 
Cascadian disasters. 

First and Last are safe for the present. 
But Cascadians are keeping a careful 
eye on Abe's Wren (another terrible 
Tiller old-growth salvage sale), 
Cowboy, Nita and South Nita. If 
necessary, they are prepared to move 
back into the area. The Freddies, too, 
are waiting. The Freddie's gates are 
still on road 2719, albeit open for 
now. More woods action in Douglas 
County may be just around the corner. 
Thirty activists from CFD and SWEF! 
already blocked access to Ollala 
Wildcat in the Roseburg BLM, another 
salvage sleeper sale. Three women 
locked themselves to two concrete- 
filled 55-gallon drums, shutting down 
logging for the day (see photo page 
25). Loggers did not return to the area 
the next day despite the napping forest 
defender's low profile. A closure has 
been placed on the area. 

For more information, contact 
Cascadia Forest Defenders, POB 11122, 
Eugene, OR 97440; (541) 465-8971; e- 
mail: mickey@efn.org or Southern 
Willamette EF!, POB 10384, Eugene, 
OR 97440, (541) 343-7305; e-mail: 
swef@efn.org. 

Visit the Umpqua Watersheds web 
page for more information (http:// 
www.teleport.com/-francis/ 
umpquawater). 


Day Seven: Tripod sitter Fire held RFP and the Forest Service at bay for hours. 
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Clearwater Curtain 
Dropping 

by thf. Big Dipper 

Ah just wanna to tell all you Wild Rockie ingrates that things 
don't go so good on thu Clarewater Nashunal Forest. What with 
that doggone Salvage Rider and Operashun Pipeline to cut 80 
million board feet a year, started by muh buddy, Supervisor Jim 
Caswell, there won't be no trees to worry bout real soon. On top 
of all that, that wild bunch down in the I-dee-hoe state legislature 
passed a bunch of bills sayin' that thuh Clarewater could be better 
managed by the state of I-dee-hoe instead of those Freddies. And 
while Ah don't like them Freddies much, Ah hate those state guys 
worse. The legislature said them local peoples thet want to chop 
trees gots rights. They said that they want to let the locals have the 
forest, and it was only right and proper and all that. 

But when Ah 
told them that Ah 
was a local that 
Ah din't want 
them to cut all 
the trees and 
build them 
doggone roads, 
and that lots of 
jest plain folks 
felt the same way, 
they told me that 
Ah wasn't local 
enuf, and thet 
anybody who 
was really local 
wanted to chop 
down them trees. 

It don't seem to 
matter thet Ah 
live right next to 
the forest with all 
them little crit- 
ters, like salmon 
and wolverines 
and such. They 
jest told" me thet 
only communists liked them things, and surely Ah was one. They 
told me thet the forest was sick and had to be chopped down. And 
then Ah asked them if they shot their grandpappy when he got 
ailin' and pissed all over hisself and they said no. So Ah asked them 
about them big trees and they told me it weren’t the same thet 
some of them big trees got bugs. And when 1 told them about my 
little boy gettin' lice and still not killin' him, they tole me it were 
diffrint agin, and thet Ah was bein' contrary, and to get the hell out. 

Helen Chenoweth in Washington DC is workin with them state 
boys and wants to pass some dang laws back there to give the 
Clarewater to the state to log. Thet's gotta happen if the state is 
gonna get ahold of the Clarewater. Ah figures thet will happen 
this summer, then the Clarewater'll be the Muddywater. 

They gots these big old timber sales called Fish Bate over 
there on the North Fork of the Clare, down by muh fa-vor-ite 
fishin' hole. Reckon after they get done with that one, the 
hillside'll slide into the river, and then us folks won't have no 
more fishin' hole; just a big ole beach. Now Ah don't mind 
takin' a sun bath, but it ain't nearly as much fun when your 
belly's aimpty with no fish in it. They's got some other stinkin' 
salvage sales around, like Fuzzy Bighorn in the Bighorn/Weitas 
roadless areas. Plus, last winter, all them loggin' roads got all 
tore up by rain-n-snow. Ah know there ain't many bull trout 
left, and their homes up Papoose and Squaw Creek was hit real 
hard by Lolo Pass. Makes me think thet I've fried muh last one 
up. Margaret Gorski, from the Powell District, got transferred 
to the Regional Office to look at all them slides, but she's a 
slippery one, and knows how to waste money. 

Ah should also tell ya thet they're a gonna chop muh favorite 
place in the name of thet new-fangled "Ecosystem Management" 
this summer. White Sand up by Lolo Pass, one heck of a purty 
crick, is gonna get all busted up. They're gonna chop all around 
Sneakfoot Meadows up there too. They jest don't like old 
thangs up there, Ah think, and they tell me there's lots of bad 
old trees up there thet's gotta go. Ah reckon Ah'll be a might bit 
sad if thet happens. 

Well, if y'all are makin' yer vacashun plans this summer, 
these next coupla years are going to be some of the last purty 
ones. So come and visit! And maybe bring some of them 
monkeywrenches with ya. Ah'm sure there'll be puh-lenty of 
places to use them. We're gonna be needin' some help, cuz this 
is the last purty place next to Alaska. And ah'm gittin too old 
to leave. 
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Freds Plead for Lamr 
Brook Appeal 

by Blue Coyote 

A federal court has given the Forest Service an extension until May 6, 
1 996 to decide whether to go forward with its appeal of the recent Lamb 
Brook decision, which temporarily stops the Freddies from destroying 
critical black bear and songbird habitat in Vermont's Green Mountain 
National Forest (see Samhain, '95, EF!J ). The United States Solicitor 
General must approve all court appeals by federal agencies, but so far he 
hasn't bothered to tell the demoralized Vermont Freddies whether or 
not he will give the required permission. 

The Lamb Brook decision, issued on December 14, 1995 by Judge 
Murtha, thwarted Forest Service plans to strip 3.2 million board feet 
of timber from the 5,500-acre Lamb Brook area and extend a logging 
road into the remote forest core. The Court earlier refused to consider 
the testimony of the plaintiffs' experts, who found that the project 
would wipe out all black bears from a 1 7,500-acre wildlife "subunit," 
and prevent neotropical songbirds, including scarlet tanagers and 
black-throated blue warblers, from breeding successfully. The below- 
cost timber sale would have lost at least $100,000. 

The Court based its decision on the Freddies' Environmental 
Assessment, which conceded that the project would harm bears, but 
concluded with typical sociopathic elan, that there would be "no 
significant impact" on the environment. 

"On its face," concluded Judge Murtha, "the proposed action, which 
includes clearcutting of over 300 acres and its admitted attendant effects 
such as intrusion into bear and neotropical bird habitats, is 'significant' 
under any reasonable construction of the term." 

Murtha's injunction blocked the Freddies' taxpayer-subsidized 
destruction until the Forest Service prepares an Environmental 
Impact Statement. Murtha's decision was widely praised by establish- 
ment media, and touted relentlessly by lead plaintiff Green Mountain 
u Forest Watch and its Executive Director, former EF! activist turned eco- 
! yuppie Mathew Jacobson, who promptly applied for numerous founda- 
^ tion grants on the strength of his big win. 

| A source close to the case says that Solicitor General and Supreme 
| Court Justice-wannabe Drew S. Days, III wouldn't even return the 
| telephone calls of Forest Service lawyer Helen "the face that launched 
E a thousand log trucks" Toor, forcing her to apply to a federal appeals 
court in New York City for an extension of time. 

An embarrassed Toor presented her request during a conference 
call with Green Mountain Forest Watch lawyer Steve Saltonstall, and 
US Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit staff counsel, Frank 
Scardelli. Scardelli okayed the delay, but not before raking Toor over 
the coals for wanting to appeal. 



Vermont black bear cub in Lamb Brook roadless area 


"Why won't you agree now to prepare an EIS, since the government 
is charged with enforcing environmental laws and the Judge found 
that these laws were broken," Scardelli bellowed during a prolonged 
tirade that sometimes forced Saltonstall to cup the telephone receiver 
to muffle his laughter, according to the source. "This case raises a 
question mark regarding the propriety of what the Forest Service is 
doing, the question of bad faith." 

But Toor stuck to her guns, reportedly telling Scardelli that the 
Forest Service views Judge Murtha's decision as a potentially devas- 
tating blow to the FS's plans to clearcut Vermont. 

Members of mainstream Vermont conservation groups, including 
Audubon and the Sierra Club, have since launched a letter-writing 
campaign to persuade Solicitor General Days to continue to ignore 
Toor's phone messages. Other, bolder activists, hoping for a Court of 
Appeal's victory that would extend the legal reach of the Lamb Brook 
decision to New York and Connecticut, have sent taunting missives to 
the Freddie-defendants, including the about-to-retire timber hog, Floyd 
"Butch" Marita, urging them to press forward with their appeal. 

For more information about Lamb Brook contact Green Mountain 
Forest Watch, 48 Eliot, Brattleboro, VT 08301; (802) 257-4878. 



The Mallard Larkins area above Heart Lake showcases 


the natural beauty of the Clearwater. 
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CimMcurmxj Ban on Maine Ballot 


Slash and Burn on the 
Gifford Pinchot 


by Ron Huber 

An end to the savage over-cutting of 
the Maine Woods may occur this 
November if enough Maine voters pull 
the yes lever on the following ballot 
question: "Do you want Maine to ban 
clearcutting and set other new logging 
standards? Yes No ." 

On February 15, 1996, Maine's 
Secretary of State announced that the 
Ban Clearcutting Campaign had 
gathered more than enough valid 
signatures to place that question on 
the 1996 election ballot. Anger at forest 
abuse in Maine is so strong that more 
than enough signatures (55,000) were 
collected in a single day. 

The initiative bans clearcutting, 
ratchets down the amount taken in 
partial cutting to 1/3 the total volume 
of existing wood every 15 years, re- 
quires the maintenance of age and 
species diversity and otherwise restricts 
the ability of Big Timber, to loot the 
Maine Woods. 

The ban will apply in the 
unorganized townships that make up 
most of the Maine Woods. There, 
millions of acres are ruled like 
corporate fiefdoms by International 
Paper, Bowater/Georgia Pacific, 
Champion International, James River, 
SAPPI (South Africa Pulp and Paper, 
Inc.) and their ilk. Collectively they 
denude an area the size of Delaware 
every year in Maine (Maine is 33,215 
square miles, about 14 Delawares). 
These business interests also rule the 
state legislature, governor and state 


bureaucracy. Every attempt at curbing 
these companies' practices through 
legislation has been defeated. Thus, a 
citizen ballot initiative. 

The clearcutting ban will also help 
fend off a deadly GATT-port proposed 
for Maine. The timber barons are trying 
to force a woodchip export complex 
onto Penobscot Bay on the Maine coast. 
A clearcutting ban, however, would 
make it impossible to turn the Maine 
Woods into woodchips fast enough to 
satisfy the global market's lust. 

The transnationals' reaction to this 
challenge has been to allocate millions 
of dollars to spread lies and distortion 
and use scare tactics to defeat the 
initiative. A shadowy consultant firm, 
Winner, Wagner and Mendelback, that 
specializes in quashing citizen ballot 
initiatives, has been summoned from 
San Francisco. Astroturf grassroots 
groups are being deployed. 
Misinfomercials clutter the media 
landscape. PR voices can be heard on 
local talk radio, pretending to be local 
callers, trying out the first fruits of 
focus-grouping. 

Defeating big industry's PR storm 
will take tenacity and smarts. If you 
have experience fighting anti-environ- 
mental PR firms, strategic and tactical 
ideas to get the initiative passed, or 
want to personally participate in the 
battle, contact the Ban Clearcutting 
Campaign, POB 2218, Augusta, ME 
04333; (201) 623-7140. Donations of 
money for organizing expenses are 
also welcome. Make your check out to 
the Ban Clearcutting Campaign. 


by Dave Werntz 

Under the Salvage Rider, the Gifford 
Pinchot National Forest in Washing- 
ton State has launched a campaign to 
strip all remaining unprotected old 
growth from the forest. In their publi- 
cation, New Ground, they boast of 
overshooting their timber target in 
1995 by nearly 2 million board feet. 
Conspicuously 
absent is the fact 
that the US Fish 
and Wildlife Ser- 
vice issued 
permits to "take" 

(e.g. harm, ha- 
rass, or kill) 19 
endangered spe- 
cies on the forest 
in the same year. 

With no pesky 
laws to contend 
with, the Gifford 
Pinchot intends 
to increase their 
cut by 14 million 
board feet this 
year. Over two- 
thirds of 19 
planned sales are 
within Key Wa- 
tersheds — areas 
designated to 
protect and re- 
store aquatic 
ecosystems and their associated spe- 
cies. In addition, the Forest Service 
has proposed logging and road build- 
ing in the 7,600-acre Horseshoe 
roadless area and the 2,200 acre South 
Midway roadless area adjacent to the 
Mt. Adams Wilderness Area. 

The Gifford Pinchot National 
Forest plans to cut ten and a half 
million board feet of old growth, 
enough to fill over 2,000 log trucks, 
from the 700 acres of the Cispus 
Adaptive Management Area and Key 
Watershed. Although the Forest 
Service is supposed to "maintain late- 
successional forest [and] healthy 
riparian zones" in the AMA, their 
plan is to consolidate clearcuts to 
form large blocks of "future old 
growth." And under the Salvage 
Rider, they think they can get away 
with it. 

The Walupt Timber Sale, located 
just outside the Goat Rocks 
Wilderness, contains some of the last 
classic old growth in the watershed. 
Stands are over 350 years old and 
contain many trees over 5 feet in 
diameter. Because of the diverse array 
of wetlands, rock outcrops, talus 
slopes and ancient forests in the 
region, the sale contains habitat for 
spotted owls, lynx, wolverine, fisher, 
goshawk and 255 other species, 
including 18 listed under the 
Endangered Species Act. 

Go visit this forest and defend it. 
Until the snow melts out, write 
District Ranger Randy Shepard at the 
address below and tell him to (1) drop 
the units in old-growth forest; (2) 
provide full riparian protection for 
intermittent streams, seeps, springs, 
pools, and rivers; and (3) reduce road 
density to less than 1 mi./sq mi. so 
that wolverines can roam freely. 

Thejammin' timber sale would cut 


up to 8.3 million board feet from 416 
acres of the Little Huckleberry 
Mountain roadless area. Located in the 
Little White Salmon River Key 
Watershed in southern Washington, 
this 4,000-acre roadless area borders 
the 30,000-acre Lava Beds/Red 
Mountain/Bear Creek roadless area 
complex. 

The Little Huckleberry Mountain 


roadless area contains steep, unstable 
areas and geological hazards that are 
susceptible to logging and 
roadbuilding-induced debris flows 
and landslides. In this heavily over- 
cut watershed, the roadless area 
provides one of the only sources of 
clean, sediment-free water that 
sustains native cutthroat trout 
populations. It also contains one of 
the largest unfragmented tracts of 
late-successional forest in the area, 
and a high concentration of 
uncommon plants, plant 
communities, sensitive plants and 
special habitats. This roadless area 
provides important habitat for 
goshawk, spotted owl, peregrine 
falcon and several amphibian species. 

In 1994, the Eastside Scientific 
Panel recommended cessation of 
roadbuilding and logging within 
roadless areas larger than 1 ,000 acres 
to reduce fragmentation, retain 
hydrological properties of 
watersheds, reduce sedimentation of 
streams, and limit human access and 
thus disturbance to forest plants and 
animals. The courts recently agreed 
that these recommendations should 
be considered in sale planning. The 
Forest Service apparently still disagrees. 

Take action today to stop these 
timber sales. Send letters about 
Jammin' to Gregory L. Cox, Mt. 
Adams Ranger District, 2455 
Highway 141, Trout Lake, WA 
98650; (509) 395-3400 or 395-3424 

Send letters about Walupt to 
Packwood Ranger District, 13068 US 
Hwy 12, Packwood, WA 98361. 

For directions, documentation, 
citations, reference material or more 
information, contact Dave Werntz 
at Northwest Ecosystem Alliance, 
POB 2813, Bellingham, WA 98227; 
(360) 671-9950, fax 671-8429. 


Umber Rights Tested 

No-Cut Bid Rejected 

by Mitch Friedman 

Conservationists have filed an appeal with the General Accounting Office, 
claiming the US Forest Service is wrong to not grant a timber sale contract to the 
Northwest Ecosystem Alliance (NWEA). On March 20, the FS rejected a bid by 
NWEA to acquire a contract for the Thunder Mountain Timber Sale on the 
Okanogan National Forest. NWEA offered the highest bid for the clearcutting 
contract at an auction on December 20, 1995, declaring its intent to pay the bid 
price but not remove the public's trees. In granting the contract to a lower 
bidder, the Forest Service will not only receive less money but also subject public 
forests to unnecessary environmental damage while incurring additional costs 
to the taxpayers. 

The Forest Service rejected the bid because it claims that a responsible 
purchaser would have to carry out the logging described in the sample contract. 
NWEA's appeal focuses on a Forest Service document which states that the 
award of the contract, "will be made to that responsible bidder whose bid, 
conforming to the invitation for bids, is most advantageous to the United States 
on a basis of total value at rates bid for the estimated quantities." 

"The Forest Service is saying that it will not accept any proposal that doesn't 
include cutting down the public's forest," said Mitch Friedman, Executive Director 
of NWEA. "That decision shows no flexibility or accountability. With this logic 
they would turn us away even if we offered a million dollars, or a billion." 

A natural (and ecologically beneficial) forest fire roared through the Thunder 
Mountain area in 1994. The Forest Service has not claimed that logging the area 
will benefit the environment, taxpayers or the American public. While the 
agency does claim logging will create jobs, its only reason for rejecting NWEA's 
bid is that it would not fulfill the contract. 

No agency documents offer a comparison of the public costs and benefits 
of logging the area with those of not logging. NWEA bid $28,875 on the 3.5 
million board foot sale. The Forest Service has thus far spent over $300,000 
preparing the sale, and will likely spend almost that much again to admin- 
ister a logging contract, build and remove road, reforest, and mitigate 
environmental damage. 

NWEA had been unable to contest the sale due to the Salvage Rider. Friedman 
said, "Since this new clearcutting law, our public lands are being managed for 
an exclusive good old boys club. A checkbook won't get you in; you need a 
chainsaw." 

For more information contact Mitch Friedman, Northwest Ecosystem Alliance, 
POB 2813, Bellingham, WA 98227; (360) 671-9950, fax 671-8429; e-mail: 
nwea@pacificrim.net; http://www.pacificrim.net/~nwea/ 



Gifford Pinchot National Forest, Little Huckleberry Mountain, Monte Christo 
Range. The Jammin' Timber Sale will cut in this pristine roadless area. 
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The Endangered Natural Heritage Act 


The Endangered Species Act (ESA) is under attack 
from industry and private property fanatics. Now is 
the time to demand that Congress strengthen the 
ESA, not dismantle it. A strong ESA is essential to 
ensure that this nation's dwindling biological diver- 
sity is conserved and 
protected. 

A working group of 
the Endangered Spe- 
cies Coalition has 
completed the En- 
dangered Natural 
Heritage Act (ENHA), 
a bill to strengthen 
the ESA. This is the 
only proposal which 
would strengthen the 
ESA. A competing bill 
put together by Geor- 
gia Pacific, the 
Environmental De- 
fense Fund and 
others [see sidebar] is 
being touted as a 
"compromise" bill 
and has already 
gained the support of 
several moderate Re- 
publicans. We need 
a torrent of grassroots 
support for ENHA, sending a unified message to 
environmental supporters in Congress that strength- 
ening the ESA is the only rational choice. 

The Endangered Natural Heritage Act reaffirms 
this nation's commitment to protecting the bio- 
sphere, from which basic rights to the medicinal, 
agricultural, economic and spiritual benefits de- 
rived from a healthy environment accrue. 

An Ounce of Prevention is Worth a Pound 
of Cure 

The number of Candidate species (those the Fish 
and Wildlife Service believes should be listed under 
the ESA) is huge and growing. Other species are 
showing precipitous declines due to habitat de- 
struction. Instead of ignoring these species, Federal 
agencies need to take proactive measures to prevent 
the need to list them. These measures include habi- 
tat protection and acquisition, and the proactive 
regulation of activities rather than reactive bans. 
Everyone Needs a Home 

The ESA currently provides less protection for 
plants than animals, and less for invertebrates than 
vertebrates, despite overwhelming scientific evi- 
dence that such distinctions are not only useless 
but, in fact, dangerous. By protecting "higher" life 
over "lower" forms, humans are balancing the food 
web on its head and fanning the flames of our 
current extinction spasm. Instead, all life forms 
should be guaranteed equal footing under the ESA 
in order to maintain the essential functions of all 
ecosystems. 

Currently, the ESA requires that critical habitat be 
designated at the time of listing, with only minor 
exceptions. But the exceptions have swallowed the 
rule, and only 40 percent of listed species have 
designated critical habitat. To cure this, ENHA will 
follow the lead of the National Academy of Sciences 
and require that essential habitat be designated at 
the time a species is listed, and that delineation of 
critical habitat should be refined and finalized in 
the final recovery plan. The widely abused excep- 
tions to critical habitat designations will also be 
severely curtailed or eliminated. 

Another loophole with respect to critical habitat 
is that of "adverse modification." As originally con- 
ceived, the question of when habitat destruction 
becomes illegal was to be judged by whether or not 
it would impair the recovery of a listed species. 
Bureaucratic mangling, though, has relaxed the 
standard to species survival. In guaranteeing only 
survival, this loophole ensures eternal endanger- 
ment for listed species. ENHA will eliminate this 
loophole by requiring that critical habitat be fully 
protected from all harmful modifications. 


Endangered Species Must Recover, Not 
Just Survive 

The purpose of the ESA is to ensure that all listed 
species recover, which requires that enough healthy, 
well-distributed populations exist for the species to 


be taken off the ESA lists. In order to reinforce the 
recovery goals of the ESA, ENHA will ensure that 
recovery plans are developed and implemented for 
all species, including those already listed but with- 
out a plan. Further, it is essential that all affected 
federal agencies, state, and local governments par- 
ticipate in the development and implementation of 
recovery plans. 

Current recovery plans often fail to provide for 
actual recovery, despite a statutory mandate for 
objective and measurable criteria that will allow for 
delisting. Instead, ENHA will require that objective 
scientific benchmarks be established for all listing, 
recovery, and delisting decisions. 

Other loopholes in recovery planning must also 
be closed. For example, ENHA will establish dead- 
lines for adoption and implementation of recovery 
plans. Also, for species not making progress toward 
recovery, ENHA will require that the Fish and Wild- 
life Service reduce or eliminate the total number of 
allowable annual incidental takes. 

Many federally funded programs or actions fail to 
fully account for endangered or threatened species, 
and most agencies prefer to ignore the ESA's mandate 
to conserve and recover. ENHA will unequivocally 
state that federal agencies and permit holders have a 
duty to recover, not just maintain, listed species. 
The Public Must be Involved in Endan- 
gered Species Protection 

The ESA requires public participation at some 
stages, while ignoring public input at other key 
areas. This leaves many species open to abuses by 
agencies or private parties driven to exploit the 
environment rather than protect it. To cure these 
shortcomings, ENHA will improve the public's abil- 
ity to participate in and enforce recovery plans and 
Habitat Conservation Planning. 

ENHA will also broaden the scope of emergency 
citizen suits (which are exempt from a 60-day notice 
requirement) to all emergencies, not just listing 
emergencies. This will preclude tragedies like Mt. 
Graham, where the Forest Service illegally cut 250 
old-growth trees in prime red squirrel habitat before 
legal action could stop them. Also, in order to 
eliminate financial incentives to violate the ESA, 
civil and criminal penalties will be upgraded, and a 
new provision for natural resource damages will be 
included. 

Habitat Conservation Plans Must Not 
Compromise Species Reo very 

Originally, Habitat Conservation Plans (HCPs) 
were a mechanism to ensure that private parties 
would work with the Federal government toward 
the goals of the ESA. The original HCP, on San Bruno 


Mountain, California, protected 90 percent of the 
habitat of two endangered butterflies. However, 
recent HCPs have eliminated most protection for 
listed species, and are merely permits to destroy 
habitat rather than conserve it. Northern spotted 
owl HCPs in Oregon and Washington regularly 
allow for 95 percent habitat destruction. Similar 
plans are in the works in Texas, Florida, California 
and elsewhere. This is a recipe for further extinc- 
tion, and must be stopped. Therefore, ENHA will 
declare that HCPs and permits allowing adverse 
impacts on species should be approved only if they 
work positively to help recover a species by ensuring 
a healthy habitat at all life stages. ENHA will also 
require permit holders to demonstrate their ability 
to fully fund and implement conservation measures 
before starting habitat alteration. 

Biodiversity Conservation Needs 
International Scope 
World financial institutions and some federal 
agencies, like the World Bank and International 
Monetary Fund, wreak havoc on natural ecosystems 
throughout the world on a global scale. Much of 
their funding comes from the US, but there is no 
mandate that these organizations obey the ESA 
outside of the US. Therefore, ENHA will require that 
all programs and actions receiving US funding shall 
conform to the ESA, including the positive mandate 
to conserve listed species. This simple action will 
show the world that the United States values the 
biological and natural heritage of all the world's 
ecosystems, not only those occurring domestically. 

For a more extensive ENHA briefing packet, con- 
tact Roger Featherstone, Director, GREEN, 1101 
1 4th Street, NW, Suite 1 400, Washington, DC 20005; 
email rfeather@clark.net. 

— Southwest Center for Biological Diversity 

. 

Endangered Species 
Coalition to 
Environmental Defense 
Fund: Get Out! 

by Marty Bergoffen 

While a working group of the Endangered 
Species Coalition was assembling its ESA reau- 
thorization bill, the Endangered Natural Heritage 
Act, some Coalition members were secretly break- 
ing ranks. The Environmental Defense Fund 
(EDF), World Wildlife Fund (WWF) and the 
Center for Marine Conservation (CMC), all ESC 
members, joined "moderate" Republicans and a 
coalition of The Nature Conservancy, Western 
Governors Association, National Association of 
Realtors, Plum Creek, Georgia Pacific and water 
development interests to draft an ESA "compro- 
mise" bill. 

EDF, WWF and CMC are on the steering com- 
mittee of the Endangered Species Coalition. 
Their secret negotiations violated a steering com- 
mittee agreement to keep the Coalition informed 
of plans to amend the ESA. This action also 
undercut the most basic tenet of the Coalition: 
to strengthen the ESA. The bill proffered by 
Congressman Saxton would seriously weaken 
many of the ESA's best provisions, and allow 
states and private industries to continue to de- 
stroy species and their habitat with impunity. 

The idea that any environmental group would 
work to weaken the nation's most powerful 
conservation law is preposterous and a disgrace. 

In response to this double-dealing, the Endan- 
gered Species Coalition expelled EDF from the 
group and censured CMC and the WWF. EDF 
had refused to withdraw from deliberations with 
the pro-development forces, and pathetically 
defended itself by casting aspersions and hiding 
the true facts of their "compromise." The Center 
for Marine Conservation subsequently resigned 
from the Coalition. 

“ 
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Sabs, Sea Lions and Salmon 


by Gary Macfarlane 

Washington State Department of Fish and Wild- 
life staff members intent on killing three to five sea 
lions thought to be preying on rare steelhead arrived 
at Ballard Locks on March 25 only to find that the 
Animal Liberation Front (ALF) had already been 
there. Two cumbersome metal walls from a floating 
sea lion trap had been removed and dumped into 
water 60-feet deep. This sabotage is the most recent 
reaction to years of bureaucratic bungling in re- 
sponse to declining steelhead and salmon runs in the 
Washington Lake drainage — a strange saga that, ri- 
diculously, has pitted rare fish against marine 
mammals. 

Protesters were also out that day, arguing that the 
sea lions shouldn't be killed. In an odd twist, counter- 
protesters shouted slogans like, "Long live the 
salmon!" 

The Washington Fish and Wildlife Department 
later claimed the kill could not have taken place that 
day anyway, because they were short-staffed when 
the personnel from the National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS) failed to show up. NMFS officials 
claimed none of the agency's people had arrived 
because they had received threats. 

This controversy has been raging for over a decade. 
Since the mid 70s, steelhead runs have declined from 
nearly 3,000 to around 100, a fact some people blame 
on predatory sea lions. At the same time, the runs of 
Chinook, coho and sockeye salmon have declined 
just as precipitously. However, the sea lions are not 
around to eat those salmon when they spawn. 

The various government entities approached this 
issue as they usually do — they formed a committee 
and initiated a big study. Not surprisingly, they 
concluded after a decade of "rigorous" work and 
inaction that sea lions were a problem. The Marine 
Mammal Protection Act requires NMFS approval 
before sea lions can be killed. In a decision affirming 
the propensity of bureaucracies to make the most 


idiotic choices, NMFS and the other agencies de- 
cided that removing the five offending sea lions was 
the solution. 

Even the Washington Department of Wildlife, 
one of the agencies involved in the process, admits 
shooting sea lions is not a long-term solution. 
Almost everyone agrees that other factors appear 
more significant in the steelhead decline. The Ballard 
Locks and Dam literally scale 60 percent of the 
young steelhead smolts migrating to the ocean, 
leaving them near death. The fish ladder for the 
locks/dam is often dry. The Army Corps of Engi- 
neers has had 80 years to build an oil boom and has 
failed to do so. Habitat has been 
destroyed and polluted. 

Climatic changes (can 
you say global 
warming?) have 
shifted ocean dy- 
namics making 
formerly nutri- 
ent-rich areas off 
the Oregon, Wash- 
ington, and southern 
BC coasts much less 
productive. 

Sure, sea lions eat steel 
head, but the lock design con- 
centrates the spawning fish in 
unnatural ways, making them easy 
prey. Research shows predators take 
advantage of human-caused habitat de 
struction that concentrates prey species 
into smaller, more isolated areas. Redesigning 
fish passage structures would be much more benefi- 
cial to steelhead than killing a few sea lions. 

Animals rights and environmental activists — Hu- 
mane Society of the US (HSUS), Progressive Animal 
Welfare Society (PAWS) and Earth Island Institute 
(Eli) — have suggestions including construction of a 
sea lion barrier below the locks or the temporary 



detention of sea lions while spawning steelhead 
pass through the locks. 

The Muckleshoot Indian Tribe requested permis- 
sion to use the condemned sea lions for traditional 
purposes after testing them for toxicity. The Tribe 
also recently issued regulations for killing 75 marine 
mammals, including 50 sea lions, to be used for 
traditional purposes. Since the Tribe has tradi- 
tional fish- ing areas that have 

been affected by the 
decline in steelhead, 
they are concerned 
about fish runs. 

Sea World offered to 
permanently take the 
condemned sea lions. 
While this was seen as 
the solution to the con- 
troversy by some politi- 
cos — including rumored 
involvement by the White 
House— PAWS, HSUS and Ell 
condemned Sea World's past 
treatment of marine mammals 
and expressed ethical opposi- 
tion to the offer. Nonethe- 
less, the Sea World deal 
went forward and the sea 
lions will be moved when 
they are next located. 
The real tragedy is that 
people who should be 
working together for marine 
ecosystems— PAWS, ALF, Eli, HSUS, 
and the Muckleshoot Indian Tribe — are pitted 
against each other by the bureaucratic paradigm. 
This isn't an issue of sea lions versus steelhead, as 
the bureaucrats have so cleverly spun it (obfusca- 
tion is one thing bureaucracies do well); it is one of 
our modern, industrial society messing things up. 
Therein lies the solution. 


Fun and Blockading at the Nuclear Test Site 


by Earl Can 

Editor's Note — The Nevada Nuclear Test Site and the 
adjacent Nellis Air Force Bombing Range, located on 
traditional Western Shoshone land, cover a few million 
acres in southern Nevada — what Bob Marshall called 
the finest desert wilderness in all America. Besides 
being the site of numerous nuclear bomb tests, a high- 
level nuclear waste repository is 
planned for the area. Large-scale 
testing has been temporarily 
halted, but active resis- 
tance to the storage of 
nuclear waste is ongo- 
ing and support is 
needed. 

Chaos reigned as 
we carried poles un- 
der the cover of 
morning darkness. 

A sheriff drove past 
while our equipment 
crawled toward the 
gate. Now! The tripod 
sprung up. The sitter flew 
into position. A human line, 
linked with lockboxes, laid across 
the road. Traffic was blocked. An 
angry cop dove toward the lockbox 
people, pushing Ann and me several feet. 

"You can't just run over people," I yelled 
repeatedly as we ran to block a renegade 
pickup on the other side. The drums con- 
tinued and people danced and howled. 

We jumped in a van because traffic 
was being redirected to an- 
other gate. Minutes 
later, stuck on the off- 
ramp, we piled out 
and walked past the 
angry workers. We 


saw security close to our friends who sat locked to the 
gate. Actually only one was locked, the other person 
was unable to lockdown in time, so he was just 
pretending. Ann and I casually walked up to the gate, 
ripped kryptos out of our shirts, and locked down 
head to head. With our asses facing the traffic, we 
smiled as someone counted 10 buses of workers and 
one truck of radioactive waste stuck in our blockade. 

Traffic was redirected to the old 
Mercury entrance and the 
hydraulic bolt-cutters ap- 
peared. Three quick 
clips and we are free. 
"You can stay and sit, 
just don't attach to 
the gate," one cop 
said before they mo- 
bilized to the old en- 
trance. Again, we 
piled in a car and 
sped to the open en- 
trance. As a nuclear 
waste truck ap- 
proached, we linked arms 
and fell to the ground. The 
cops proceeded to bully us, 
pulling, shoving and twisting 
:S' whatever they could grab. Bart, 
the bully, got pissed off when he 
was unable to rip Ann's arm from 
mine. He tried to drag me with both 
arms while twisting one arm in every 
direction. Finally, after a few minutes, 
we were shoved into a pile and the 
shipment squeezed by. A 
woman pounded on a 
drum, chanting. 
Quit your job. 
Quit your job." 

In between 
blocking ve- 


hicles, we educated, harassed and invited the cops 
to our hippy registration. The energy was dying so 
Ann and I hiked back to the blockade and the main 
gate. Simultaneously, Axel and Ben decided to shut 
down traffic at Mercury. 

Grasshopper jumped in front of a truck and asked 
them to stop. The driver obeyed. Ben and Axel 
slipped under the truck. Ben was pulled away only 
to return with another lock and click, hello. The 
drivers did not see Axel at first, but finally they 
turned and asked "Are you locked also?" Axel turned 
with a simple wide grin. After 30 minutes they 
clipped them out with the hydraulic bolt cutters. 

Back at the main gate, the cops told everybody 
they would be arrested in 20 minutes. So people 
made a deal to stop blockading if everyone was 
released. 

In the end we blockaded worker buses and nuclear 
waste shipments for five hours. We also brought 
direct action back to the test site for the first time in 
four years. Many old and new nuclear activists were 
excited to learn how easy it is to lash, setup and 
climb a tripod. Two hours before the action (at 3 
am), we realized a serious logistical problem. The 
action plan changed five times before we set up. 
Spontaneity makes for great actions. 

Subcritical nuclear testing is still scheduled to 
start in mid to late June. There is a motorcycle relay 
scheduled at ground zero just before the tests. If you 
want to join in, write People Against Radiation, 
Armies, Navies and Other Insane Devices Simulta- 
neously (PARANOIDS) c/o Brad Goans, POB 76 
Tecopa, CA 92389, or call Nuclear Abolition 2000 
(702) 796-3835. 

There are approximately 10 entrances to the Mer- 
cury test site north of Las Vegas. Mercury currently 
receives over 900 shipments of radioactive waste 
each year. Come on down with your tripods and 
lockboxes. This is the perfect place for the uniniti- 
ated activist to get arrested. They cite and release 
and don't ask for ID. 
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Mahogany Exports Sunk 


by Lynn Hamilton and Atossa Soltani 

You can't always get what you want. But on March 4 in 
Savannah, Georgia, protesters got what they needed: a discussion 
with US Customs — the first step in a long-overdue investigation of 
illegal mahogany imports. 

At 5:30 am, delayed but not deterred by both engine and battery 
trouble, 43 activists launched three boats onto the Savannah 
River. One boat drove up to the side of the Frota Belem, a Brazilian 
vessel loaded with rainforest timber. The first rays of daylight 
revealed activists locked down to the cargo ship's banner-laden 
cranes to prevent offloading. Nearby a "public demonstration" 
boat of protesters cheered the activists and used a bullhorn to 
inform dock workers and media that mahogany costs lives. Mem- 
bers of the Rainforest Action Network, Food Not Bombs, and 
Katuah Earth First! held the ship for five hours while the Georgia 
Port Authority, the Coast Guard, the shipping company, Frota 


Amazonica, and US Customs mulled over a demand for an immediate 
investigation of illegal mahogany shipments. 

Local television was not far behind the police; reporters were 
escorted to the action site by a media boat, courtesy of the campaign. 
Activists unlocked voluntarily only when spokesperson Atossa Soltani 
was granted an immediate conference with US Customs. Before 
evening, Soltani had successfully negotiated an agreement to inves- 
tigate mahogany imports into Savannah. Nobody was arrested, and 
local reporters called Atossa to thank her for getting them out of the 
office. 

The majority of Brazilian and Bolivian mahogany imported to 
the US is logged illegally on indigenous lands and national parks 
in the Amazon rainforest. Indigenous lands are protected by the 
Brazilian constitution, but infringements are met with fines that 
barely dent the huge profits from trade in a luxury timber. Logging 
profiteers harass, maim and murder anyone in the Amazon who 
stands in their way. Recent events in Brazil threaten only to 

accelerate the current rate of human rights 
abuses and environmental destruction. A 
new wave of mega-developments is 
planned for the region, including roads 
and waterways that will open up the Ama- 
zon to further exploitation. 

In addition, the Brazilian government re- 
cently enacted decree #1775 which under- 
mines the Brazilian constitution's guaran- 
tee of rainforest dwellers' rights and allows 
commercial interests to appeal the bound- 
aries of demarcated indigenous territories. 
Brazil has not responded in any way to 
Rainforest Action Network's letter campaign 
imploring the Brazilian government to 
honor its promises to rainforest residents. 
Activism must stress demand-side solutions. 
Nearly half of all mahogany exports from 
Latin America end up in US markets, where 
they are used for furniture and paneling. 
Nearly half of all Brazil's shipments come to 
the port of Savannah. 

Please write Bill Clinton and propose that 
j» mahogany be listed as an endangered spe- 
cies under CITES, appendix II. If you want 
to join the campaign to boycott mahogany, 
call the Environmental Awareness Founda- 
tion at (919) 942-8251 or (910) 334-5324. 



Boycott Mitsubishi 


(Osaka, Japan) The boycott of Mitsubishi 
products is now being carried over into 
Japan. Marking Japan's inauguration into 
this international effort, Burmese Relief Cen- 
ter-Japan and like-minded human rights 
activists staged a peaceful protest called 
"Haiku-d'etat" in central Osaka. Protesters 
read hundreds of original haiku poems, and 
performed lively street theater to show how 
Mitsubishi's investment in Burma causes 
environmental destruction and enables the 
Burmese dictatorship, which spends nearly 
half the national budget on the military, to 
continue to deny its people the most basic 
human rights. Rainforest Action Network is 
spearheading an international effort to boy- 
cott Mitsubishi and its subsidiaries until the 
company stops logging or purchasing tim- 
ber or timber products from operations that 
harm the environment or violate the hu- 
man rights of the indigenous peoples who 
live there. 

At 1 1 am in Osaka, Japan, over 40 Burmese 
Relief Center-Japan and human rights activ- 
ists gathered to mark the beginning of the 
Japanese boycott of Mitsubishi on the his- 
toric bridge at Shinsaibashi-Dohtomburi. Co- 
inciding with the vernal equinox, protesters 
peacefully assembled to urge Mr. Minoru 
Makihara, President of Mitsubishi Corpora- 
tion, to end support for the Burmese mili- 
tary dictatorship and to stop destruction of 
the rainforests. 

Burmese activist and Noble Peace Prize 
laureate, Aung San Suu Kyi, said: " I felt that 
many Japanese people cared about more 


than just business. But I think the conscious- 
ness of some Japanese people perhaps needs 
to be aroused a bit... Perhaps those who care 
about peace and justice are not speaking 
loudly enough." 

Mitsubishi Corporation is a long-standing 
target of direct action campaigns by 
Rainforest Action Network and like-minded 
environmental groups around the world. 
Mitsubishi Corporation is one of the largest 
corporate destroyers of the world's forests. It 
fully or partially owns logging operations 
throughout the world. Mitsubishi's corpo- 
rate activities lay waste to thousands of square 


miles of forest. This deforestation causes the 
annual loss of millions of plant and animal 
species, and does immeasurable harm to the 
indigenous peoples who inhabit the 
rainforest. 

Rainforest Action Network works to pro- 
tect the Earth's rainforests and support the 
rights of their inhabitants through grassroots 
education, organizing, and non-violent di- 
rect action. 

For more information, contact the 
Rainforest Action Network at 450 Sansome 
Street, Suite 700, San Francisco, CA 94111; 
(415) 398-4404. 
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Wicked Russian Train Trampled 



ers, felled trees, dead animals and more poverty for poor people (because the 
construction will be heavily subsidized by the state). Activists held signs in 
the middle of the road close to the building with slogans like "Hi-speed 
railway is shady transaction with state guarantee." In the end, the model 
train was trampled and destroyed by the activists. The police arrested six 
people who were standing in the road. The action was shown on TV and 
media raised the problem of the high-speed railway again. 

On March 31, the Rainbow Keepers struck again near the main entrance of 
the Municipal Zoological Gardens. They hung signs saying "Moscow" and "St. 
Petersburg" on the zoo’s fence and constructed a large "beast" of five people 
who ran from one "city" to the other. The beast had a disgusting face and a 
slogan on his skin: "I'm a wicked, perfidious high-speed railroad!!!" There 
were a lot of wild animals, insects and birds around loudly crying out, 
"We are afraid of the railroad! We hate the railroad! We are against the 
railroad! We like to live!" The terrible beast threatened, beat and 
pushed the animals and protestors. 

But a huge "elephant" constructed of seven people appeared 
among the animals to stop the beast. The elephant stripped the 
beast's skin and trampled it down. The elephant was victorious 
over the railroad beast! 

This action was shown on several TV programs. Rainbow Keepers 
is trying to attract attention to this issue now because the case is 
being considered by the public prosecutor. We have to press again 
and again as strongly as possible! 

The Rainbow Keepers address is on page 39. 


by Olga Miryasova 


The Rainbow Keepers and other environmental organizations continue to 
protest construction of a high-speed railroad slated to connect Moscow to St. 
Petersburg. On February 29, the joint-stock company, High-Speed Rail- 
roads, began to auction shares in the train. On March 5, the Rainbow 
Keepers put a model of the high-speed 
railway train in front of the stock 
exchange entrance. The train was 
eating trees, plants, animals, 
swamps and taxes, and 
was spitting dirt and 
waste, dirty riv- 


April Fools for Mitsubishi 


continued from page 1 

Six activists locked themselves into the 55-gallon 
concrete filled barrels, to blockade the doors of the 
Mitsubishi-owned building. After a successful two- 
hour blockade, 30 of San Francisco's finest, includ- 
ing a SWAT team, assessed the situation and decided 
to move the barrels with the activists attached. Very 
stupid. Upon finishing their donuts, the cops began 
the life-threatening maneuver. After being dragged 
across the sidewalk, activists unlocked to avoid 
injury. Four people were arrested, but the charges 
were later dropped. The other two unlocked before 
the police moved in. 

In downtown Portland, Oregon, a highly trained 
and practiced climbing team scaled the Bank of 
California tower, rappeled from the top of the 15- 
story building at lunch time and unfurled a giant 
30- by 20-foot banner which read: "Stop Corporate 
Forest Destruction — Boycott Mitsubishi's Bank of 
California!" Activists negotiated with bank execs 
and won an agreement to have no charges pressed 
and police decided not to arrest the climbers. The 
Portlanders pulled off the action in just a few short 
weeks, with no budget. It was magical! 

The same day, three activists took to the palm 
trees to unfurl a 35-foot banner that read: "With- 
draw your $$$ from rainforest destruction. Boycott 
Mitsubishi's Union Bank of California." The action 
took place outside the Bank of California on Wilshire 
Boulevard in downtown Beverly Hills. Two climbers 
scaled 50-foot palm trees while a third climbed off 
a parking structure and was suspended on a traverse 
line attached to one of the palms. The aerial activists 
had radios and a cellular phone to do interviews 
from high in the trees. Meanwhile, a couple of April 
Fool's Day jesters, dressed in colorful costumes and 
greasepaint, showed up in a "Ship of Fools" to 
perform guerrilla theater illustrating Mitsubishi's 
foolish destruction of the rainforests. The banner 
was up for over six hours before heavy winds brought 
it down. Twelve arrests were made. Charges against 
the climbers included posting a sign without a 
permit, and attaching to public or private property 
with the intent to create a scene. The other arrests 
were for the ground support team, charged with 
aiding and abetting the illegal sign posting. 

Actions in Seattle, Minneapolis and Maryland 
included loud, spirited, humorous demonstra- 
tions. Activists with the Seattle Rainforest Ac- 
tion Group (RAG) targeted Bank of California 
with a rally and huge banner. Bank executives 
quickly became frustrated, told the RAG repre- 
sentative that Bank of California is "no longer 
part of Mitsubishi Bank" and refused to discuss 
the protesters' demands. Such outright lies have 
long been a part of Mitsubishi's response to 


accusations of earth pillaging. 

Rainforests are being destroyed at an accelerating 
pace around the world, eliminating vast numbers of 
plant and animal species, and devastating the tradi- 
tional lands and cultures of the people who live 
there. Every year, an area of rainforest the size of 
Italy is destroyed and much of that destruction 
derives from exploitation by multinational corpo- 
rations. Complicit governments cooperate with 
greedy companies such as Mitsubishi to plunder the 
earth for short-term profit. 

Mitsubishi's corporate activities lay waste to thou- 
sands of square miles of forests and contribute to the 
destruction of native rainforest cultures. Worldwide, 
Mitsubishi Corporation has timber and mining opera- 
tions and concessions stretching from the US to Ma- 
laysia and Brazil. Mitsubishi Corporation's Alberta 
Pacific chlorine bleach kraft mill is the largest wood 
pulp processor in the world, running around the clock 
to process 300 truckloads of trees a day. The Mitsubishi- 
owned Canadian Chopsticks Manufacturing Com- 
pany wastes 85 percent of the trees it cuts down 
because the wood is not white enough to produce 
disposable chopsticks. Mitsubishi is also responsible 
for the largest milling operation in the Amazon. 

The Mitsubishi Keiretsu, or business family, in- 
cludes Mitsubishi Corporation, Mitsubishi Bank, 
Mitsubishi Heavy Industries, Mitsubishi Motors, 
Mitsubishi Electronics and many others. The 
Mitsubishi corporate family is the largest corpora- 
tion in the world (measured by sales). 

April 1 also marked the first official day of the 
merger between Mitsubishi Bank and Bank of To- 
kyo, now known as Mitsubishi Bank of Tokyo. It is 
the largest bank in the world, controlling an enor- 
mous $800,000,000,000 in assets! This meant that 


the Bank of California ( 1 00 percent Mitsubishi Bank 
owned) merged with Union Bank (70 percent Bank 
of Tokyo owned), creating the fourth largest bank in 
California, with over $25 billion in assets. Mitsubishi 
Bank and its domestic holdings fund environmen- 
tally destructive projects around the world. 

National and international days of action are an 
extremely effective strategy for social change cam- 
paigns, especially those targeting multinational cor- 
porations. Coordinated, organized protests greatly 
increase the amount of political pressure felt by the 
targeted corporations, industries, and even govern- 
ments. A local direct action can be made more 
"newsworthy" by being connected with other ac- 
tions nationally or internationally on the same day. 
The media reacts more positively to an accessible, 
coordinated action. Having one person or affinity 
group coordinate the national media including press 
releases, press packets and follow-up is critical. 

Coordinated actions also build movements by 
creating opportunities for people from different 
regions to work together. When people from vari- 
ous groups organize together, it creates strong con- 
nections. This kind of coalition building is crucial in 
battling multinational giants like Mitsubishi. Com- 
bining the skills, energies, and resources of a broad 
spectrum of social change activists and organiza- 
tions is effective, fun and critical to the resistance of 
corporate dominance. 

If you would like more information about the 
devilish Mitsubishi or would like to get more in- 
volved in the Boycott Mitsubishi Campaign, con- 
tact the Rainforest Action Network at 450 Sansome 
Street, Suite 700, San Francisco, CA 94111; (415) 
398-4404. To call Mitsubishi Motors toll free from a 
payphone, dial 1(800) 55-MITSU. 



Hey kids! You can try this at home. Complete instructions on page 25. 
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Yukon Gov’t Kills Wolves Dead 


by Mike Howell 

In January of 1996, 25 activists dedicated to the 
protection of the wolf headed north to Whitehorse 
in the Yukon Territory to put an end to the Yukon 
Government's wolf kill program and promote the 
public's understanding and acceptance of wolves. 

These magnificent symbols of wild nature are 
under attack by people who would profit from 
hunting "game" animals. To date, the Yukon 
Government's wolf kill, officially called the "Cari- 
bou Recovery Program," has resulted in the deaths 
of at least 150 wolves. 

The 22,000-km square 
Aishihik (pronounced a- 
she-ak) wolf kill zone is 
across the Alaska High- 
way from the Kluane Na- 
tional Park in southwest- 
ern Yukon, Canada, with 
a very narrow (2-20 km) 
buffer between the park 
and the kill zone. Many 
have feared that the 
Aishihik wolf kill would 
have an impact on the 
wolves in the Park. Only a 
thin green strip of suitable 
wolf habitat lies between 
icefields to the West and 
the kill zone to the East. 

Wolves are very mobile 
and do not respect park 
boundaries; it is natural 
for them to disperse into 
an area where there are 
not a lot of other wolves. 

When the wolf kill was announced in the fall of 
1992, one of the keystones of the Yukon 
government’s rationale was that there was an ex- 
traordinary abundance of wolves relative to avail- 
able prey in the region. The Yukon government, 
which has few environmental laws and little ac- 
countability for its actions, justifies the program as 
an "experimental scientific study," asserting that 
Caribou herds have been decreasing in this region 
for decades. Yet, no studies have been done on all 
the factors contributing to the herd's decline in- 
cluding habitat loss, climate change and increased 
hunting pressure. 

What We Did 

Armed with nothing but our wits, courage, media 
skills, and funds from the EF! Direct Action Fund, we 
came to promote the public's acceptance of wolves. 
Our campaign plan included backcountry outings, 
overflights of the kill zone, international publicity, 
local outreach events, and rewards for wolf-kill 
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information. We figured that if we shed light on the 
truth, the government would give under the pres- 
sure of worldwide exposure and public opinion. 

On our first flight over the wolf kill zone, we 
found a probable snare site. However, when we 
landed in Whitehorse, the Royal Canadian Mounted 
Police (RCMP) threatened to seize our plane if we 
did not leave. Additionally, the mercury plummeted 
to record lows that day, between -40° F and -60° F. 
On the bright side, due to the temperature, the wolf 
killers were also grounded. 

During the campaign, members of Vier Pfoten 

(Four Paws), an animal 

rights group from Ger- 
many, joined us in 
Whitehorse. In Germany 
Vier Pfoten has been suc- 
cessful in discouraging 
Yukon tourism, collect- 
ing over 1 0,000 postcards 
and petitions. The guide- 
outfitting industry de- 
pends on income from 
European hunters, espe- 
cially Germans, so much 
so that the Yukon Minis- 
ter of Tourism has made 
several trips to Europe to 
promote Yukon tourism. 
Further, Austrian million- 
aire Fritz Melnhoff (who 
owns outfitting busi- 
nesses in the Yukon) has 
lequested several meet- 
ings with Vier Pfoten in a 
vain attempt to persuade 
them to call off the Yukon 

tourism boycott. 

At a press conference, the RCMP tried again to 
boot us out of the country. They identified and 
harassed foreign activists, threatening deportation 
and "suspected sedition." Despite our desire to head 
to warmer climates to protect the rare "beach wolf" 
(Canis lupus bajacalifornicus), we stayed for more fun 
and frolic. 

Meanwhile, we launched snowmobile excursions 
into the wolf kill zone with the hope of getting 
video footage. Government helicopters and air- 
planes were seen flying over Aishihik Lake, and a 
leghold trap was found on one trip. Unfortunately, 
the rough ride destroyed one of our two video 
cameras and we were unable to film any wolves. 
Guide Outfitters 

Big game hunting outfitters are among the most 
vocal promoters of the wolf kill. One, Kluane Out- 
fitters, stands to profit greatly because more than 
two-thirds of the wolf kill zone overlaps their hunt- 


ing concession area. Until 1991, Kluane Outfitters 
was owned by John Ostashek, Leader of the Yukon 
Territorial Government. He sold the business to his 
son-in-law Ross Elliot and Fritz Melnhoff. 

Melnhoff owns three outfitting businesses in the 
Yukon: Kluane, Ruby Range and Rogue River Outfit- 
ters. In September of 1995, a Kluane Outfitters guide 
took an Austrian client 1 1 km outside the outfitting 
area, where they were caught hunting moose and 
wolves. In early February, wolf activists rallied at the 
Whitehorse courthouse to draw attention to the 
wolf kill and Kluane's poaching habits. We de- 
manded the maximum $10,000 fine for poaching 
and revocation of their outfitting license, but the 
court disappointed us with a paltry $1,500 fine, 
even though Melnhoff admitted negligence in not 
telling his guides where the boundaries are. Melnhoff 
appears to have a pattern of lawbreaking as his 
Rogue River Outfitters is charged with the same 
poaching violation. 

The Future For Yukon's Wolves 

The good news according to Yukoners is that the 
Ostashek regime has little political support, having 
carried through on few of its campaign promises. 
Hopefully Ostashek will be replaced at the next 
election. If the wolf kill is not stopped by the new 
government, activists will again travel to the Yukon 
to put international pressure on the government to 
halt the kill. We met many supportive people in the 
Yukon, whom we hope will form a group working to 
preserve the wolf. 

What Can You Do? 

The Yukon Territorial Government has commit- 
ted itself to wolf "control" until 1997. You can 
express your concerns and let the following people 
know you support a Yukon tourism boycott John 
Ostashek, Government Leader; Mickey Fisher, Min- 
ister of Renewable Resources; and Dennis Senger, 
Minister of Tourism all at the Yukon Territorial 
Government, POB 2703, Whitehorse, YT, Y1 A 2C6, 
Canada. Send copies of your letter(s) to local media: 
Whitehorse Star, 2149 2nd Ave., Whitehorse, YT, 
Y1A 1C5, Canada, and the Yukon News, 211 Wood 
St., Whitehorse, YT, Y1A 2E4, Canada. 

Book travel plans in the Yukon using their vaca- 
tion hotline; (800) 78-YUKON. Then cancel your 
vacation before paying any deposits, explaining 
that you found out about the wolf kill and you 
won't visit the Yukon until wolves and other wild- 
life are given permanent protection. 

Please send us copies of your letters. We are also 
asking for donations to help keep us going since our 
expenses are beyond what we can afford. If you can 
donate a snowmobile, winter gear, video camera or 
money (earmark checks to the Yukon Wolf cam- 
paign), please write to Cold Mountain, Cold Rivers, 
POB 7941, Missoula, MT 59807 


Public Gatherings Face Prohibitions 


by Craig Beneville 

On February 18, law enforcement 
officers swooped down on a gathering 
of the Rainbow Family of Living Light 
in the Osceola National Forest, Florida, 
and arrested hundreds. Eighteen of 
the arrested — those who admitted 
some leadership role in the gather- 
ing — were charged with violation of 
the so-called "Rainbow Regulations," 
new Forest Service rules that went into 
effect last September. These "group 
use regulations" require noncommer- 
cial gatherings of more than 75 people 
to obtain a Forest Service permit. Regu- 
lations governing land use are not 
new to the Forest Service; prior to the 
adoption of the Rainbow Regs, how- 
ever, their enforcement was lax. 

While some see a legitimate need to 
regulate public lands use, the Rain- 
bow Family and many Earth First! 
activists see the new regulations as an 
infringement of the Constitutional 
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rights of freedom of religion, free 
speech and assembly. Backing the 
Rainbows in this claim are federal court 
decisions in Texas and Arizona. In 
both cases, the court struck down as 
unconstitutional similar Forest Ser- 
vice regulations. 

The Rainbow Family has not signed 
a permit since 1981. Their chief posi- 
tion is that they do not need anyone's 
permission to gather and that they 
sign away their right to peaceably as- 
semble by signing permits. 

The stated intent of the Rainbow regs 
"is to implement reasonable time, place, 
and manner restrictions on group uses 
of National Forest System lands." Un- 
der the rules, a "proponent" is required 
to apply for a permit at least 72 hours 
before an event. The Forest Service 
then has 48 hours to deny the permit. 
The FS may also require the permit 
signer to post an insurance bond. 

The Forest Service can deny the 
permit to avoid impacts on ecologi- 


cally sensitive areas or if there are 
concerns about public health and 
safety. Tellingly, the Forest Service 
regulations also require that "[t]he 
proposed activity will not delay, halt, 
or prevent... scheduled or existing 
uses or activities on National Forest 
System lands." These "scheduled and 
existing" activities include mining, 
grazing and timber operations. 

Theoretically, a group of 75 demon- 
strators planning a forest protest could 
be legally denied a permit, and if they 
demonstrated anyhow could be arrested 
for violation of the Rainbow regs. The 
penalty for violation of the regulations 
is a fine of up to $5,000 or imprison- 
ment for up to six months, or both. 

Earth First! activists have in recent 
years avoided the permitting process. 
Organizers of the last three Round 
River Rendezvous have not applied 
for permits. They instead notified the 
Forest Service of their plans and con- 
sulted with the agency on an informal 


basis about health and ecological is- 
sues. By organizing in this way, 
Rendezvous organizers have been able 
to avoid liabilities falling on the one 
person who signed the permit. After 
the 1992 Rendezvous the Forest Ser- 
vice fined the permit holder $8,000 
for a minor fire that occurred at the 
Rendezvous site after the gathering, 
despite scant evidence showing the 
fire was EF! related. In another case, a 
permit holder for a gathering in south- 
ern Oregon lost the security bond she 
had posted after the Forest Service 
learned that civil disobedience train- 
ing had occurred at the event. 

The committee for the 1996 Ren- 
dezvous in Idaho has decided to again 
forego the permit process. The first act 
of civil disobedience in Idaho this 
summer may be the Rendezvous itself. 
See you there! 

Laurie Starfire and Seamus contributed to 
this article. 





Spills, Chills and Dim 1 Pills 


A nytime of the day or night 1 can sit in my century of mining abuse. The impoundments that 
living room and watch as the freight trains failed, built only a decade ago, were supposed to 
.go by within a 100 feet of my house. This withstand the effects of a 100-year flood. Then of 
stretch of track is called the low-line, one of the major course we have the Salvage Rider, which permits the 
east-west routes for rail traffic. Dozens of trains and largest timber corporations to steal live green trees 
hundreds of freight cars carrying everything from off steep mountain slopes under the bogus argu- 
timber and ore to grain and the latest high-tech ment that it will benefit "forest health.” You want 
consumer goods cross Montana each day on their violence and law breaking, we got it here in Mon- 
way to markets in every major city from Seattle to tana! But don't look for it on the TV news or in the 
Boston. Last week, a train hauling chlorine, hazard- New York Times. 

ous waste and other toxic chemicals for Stone Con- We shouldn't be surprised that the news media is 
tainer derailed just north of here in the tiny commu- . more interested in a mad bomber than toxic terror- 
nity of Alberton on the Clark Fork River. The train j ists. When someone sends a package by mail that 
wreck caused the second largest spill in history and f blows someone's fingers off or kills them, that is 
led to the evacuation of a large area now referred to '.news. When Denny Washington delivers a package 
as the "hot zone." The understandably irate residents 1 1 by rail car containing chlorine or cyanide that may 
of the hot zone have not been allowed back in to { ‘maim and kill many more, that is commerce. The 
check on their pets and livestock and are spending media is fascinated with mayhem, as long as it is 

their evenings at the local motels courtesy of Mon- perpetrated by a lone crazy, a militant cult or a drug 

tana Rail Link — the union-busting corporation that addict — not a powerful corporate customer, 

operates Montana's section of the low-line. Ironi- 1 am, by the way, opposed to both types of 
cally, it was this tragedy that knocked the Unabomber terrorism. But it makes me mad that only one 
off the front pages of the newspapers. receives media defamation and harassment from 

Toxic spills along the rail line are not unusual law enforcement, and the other receives legal pro- 

these days, and neither is the subsequent evacua- tection and buys millions of dollars worth of air 

tionof nearby communities. It is cheaper to operate time. When Judi Bari and Darryl Cherney were 

carelessly; accidental spills just get factored in as an injured by a pipe bomb designed to kill, the FBI 

acceptable risk. Spills do make great news, with arrested them, not the bomber. And when they 

drama and victims galore, but missing from this dropped the charges for lack of evidence, they 

coverage is what happens when the chlorine isn't closed the case. Many other environmentalists 

spilled but is instead utilized for the purpose for have been assaulted and threatened with no action 

which it was imported. Every month, hundreds of by the FBI. Wait a minute! Is this the same FBI that 

tons of chlorine are used in the area's pulp mills to put a hundred agents on full time for a year to find 

produce paper products for our wasteful society, the mad Unabomber? Could it be that the life of an 

The kraft pulp manufactured here is used for cello- environmentalist is not as important to the FBI as 

phane twinkie wrappers, rayon, photographic film the life of a university professor or an airline 

and hundreds of other products. The sheets of employee? Mark Twain once said that a lie will 

finished kraft pulp are fluffy, white and pure as the make it halfway around the world before the truth 

driven snow and contain no large amounts of chlo- even gets it shoes on. Is this the motivation behind 

rine or other dangerous chemicals. So what happens the FBI leaks to the media? 

to the chlorine? It goes out the smokestack, or the The mainstream news media just isn't going to 
waste water discharge or into the landfill. That is, it mend its ways anytime in the near future. For what 

is spilled deliberately into the environment as part it is, we are stuck with it until we can replace it with 

of the cost of doing business and mak- 
ing a profit. Pulp and paper compa- 
nies are now among the most profit- 
able industries in the US and their 
bottom line continues to improve de- 
spite occasional spills, however risky 
or disruptive to nearby communities. 

Because of this spill, the Depart- 
ment of Transportation will conduct a 
brief investigation in the coming weeks 
and probably will make a few safety 
recommendations to the train opera- 
tor. Unless one of the engineers 
smoked a joint or ate a diet pill before 
showing up to work, no criminal 
charges will be pressed. At worst, 

Denny Washington, Montana Rail 
Link's owner, will get a small fine and 
some bad publicity. But he will be 
laughing all the way to the bank, and 
the chlorine cars are already rolling 
again along the low-line in front of my house. something better. Along with the steady diet of 
Meanwhile, in nearby Lincoln, Montana, former mayhem and street crime, there will always be an OJ 
home of Ted Kaczynski, the big news is not the trial, a baby hippopotamus at the zoo, a brave cat, a 
Unabomber, but Phelps-Dodge's proposed Seven- cute baby or a drug-addicted movie star more inter- 
Up Pete heap-leach, open-pit gold mine on the esting to the jaded, corporate-funded news produc- 
banks of the famed Blackfoot River. This mine will ers than a legitimate story about how corporations 
be the largest of its kind in the Rockies and, not so routinely rob, poison and maim people they've never 
coincidentally, is sighted on land owned by the met, how they cover up their tracks and avoid re- 
family of US Senator Max Baucus. Although Max sponsibility and how they corrupt our democracy, 
denies any involvement in the project, he stands to But take heart. Right before the collapse of the 
make some good money if the mine is developed. Soviet Union, Pravda was the world's largest news- 
Heap-leaching involves lots of cyanide, shipped in paper. Problem was, nobody believed anything they 
by rail cars. Of course, no one will be shipping out read in it. Thankfully, blow-dried lackeys like Peter 
any cyanide, overburden or slag, only pure solid Jennings are not the only show in town. Network 
gold. The rest is for us to keep, always. news and the New York Times, no matter how 

The heavy freeze this winter followed by an usu- influential, don't have the credibility they once did. 
ally warm rainy period caused the thick ice on the No matter where you live, you have access to the 
Clark Fork River to break up and flow downstream, alternative press, which reaches people and corn- 
flooding and scouring the banks of the US' largest municates with them in a more meaningful way 
Superfund site and releasing huge amounts of heavy than ABC News, even without 20 million people 
metals into a river just starting to recover from a viewing at once. We do it face-to-face, distributing 




our own media that can educate and activate the 
people we need to reach the most. I think it's 
important to remember that we don't usually 
radicalize people through our actions. People be- 
come radicalized by their own experiences. Orga- 
nizing is more about uniting like-minded people in 
the exercise of political power than about changing 
people's minds. 

No doubt a few people in Alberton, Montana will 
be a little bit more responsive when contacted by a 
local environmental group about the effects of pa- 
per mills and chlorine usage on their health and the 
environment. They are now far more worried about 
the reality of the lingering effects of a chlorine-and- 
toxic-waste cocktail than about the remote risk of 
receiving a bomb in the mail. As long as we are 
visible in our communities and are willing to com- 
municate our message, we can reach people, one at 
a time, and we can build a movement strong enough 
to stop these toxic terrorists from ever hurting 
anybody again. 

The news media is finally starting to cover the zero 
cut debate now raging within the environmental 
movement. A recent story on the AP wire by Scott 
Sonner focuses on the ongoing fight for a zero cut 
policy in the Sierra Club. Recently, the Lewiston 
Morning News ran an editorial about the unlikely 
alliance between the Audubon Society and Earth 
First! in calling to end commercial logging on public 
lands. The editorial praised Dave Foreman for being 
willing to compromise with the timber industry on 
this issue while castigating the rest of the environ- 
mentalists for an all-or-nothing strategy. If I had 
read this a few short years ago, I would have dis- 
missed it as an April Fool's prank. But things have 
changed. Foreman recently confided to an activist 
I know that the FBI is breathing down his neck. How 
this has influenced his change in position on zero 
cut, which he supported in his article for Clearcut: 
the Tragedy of Industrial Forestry and in past issues of 
Wild Earth is a mystery. Since his election to the 
Sierra Club Board, Foreman seems to have joined 
the good ol' boys club he once despised. But per- 
haps it's because he's gotten some irresistible party 
favors from the Club's inner circle. It seems he’s 
gotten access to the Sierra Club mailing list to sell 
subscriptions to Wild Earth. Several members told 
me their Club membership numbers appeared on a 
Foreman fund-raising letter. Plus he gets a constant 
forum for his ideas in Sierra magazine. As one old- 
time Club member stated, "Foreman's rise to the top 
of the Sierra Club bureaucracy is unprecedented in 
the hundred-year history of the Club". 

But it doesn't matter. Judging by the overwhelm- 
ing victory it received in the ballot measure, zero cut 
is an issue whose time has come, and no backsliding 
or compromising is going to change that. Just a few 
months ago some people were talking about the 
"new Congress" as if it were an invincible, conquer- 
ing army. We should expect less, they argued, be- 
cause of the new political reality. Now those new 
congressmen and women are so much dead meat, 
having taken an unprecedented amount of money 
from the same corporate interests that they blasted 
on the campaign trail. And they haven't delivered 
any goods, either. We may yet have some new 
opportunities to push our agenda. Now is not the 
time to get squeamish, friends. Things are just 
beginning to get interesting again. 

— Mike Roselle 
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Two-kv-Oive : Better than 9 to 5 



by Tim Haugen 

What kind of setting lends itself most completely 
to the practice of an "Ecotopian" life? Urban? Small 
town? Rural? Wilderness? 

Personally, I once considered and ultimately re- 
jected the wilderness option. In this day and age, a 
migration of humans to the wilderness would do 
nothing to preserve the little that is left. Others may 
find various reasons to support the urban or town 
options, but 1 am a fan of rural living. 

By obtaining a chunk of rural land, you can 
restore at least some of the natural values the land 
held prior to the onset of industrial agriculture. At 
the same time, the rural lifestyle affords sufficient 
privacy to remain true to your Ecotopian eccentrici- 
ties. It will provide you with food, natural building 
materials, and the endless adventure and entertain- 
ment of the kind that only nature can provide. 

In this current era, a piece of land located out of 
sight from the prying eyes of fickle neighbors and 
inquisitorial authority will allow you to reify your 
earth-centered values in very practical ways. Just try 
building a $500 house from recycled materials on 
Manhattan Island. The building authorities would 
rather you were homeless and living in a cardboard 
box than showing the world that perfectly fine 
shelter can be had for a fraction of the prevailing 
rate. That would be catastrophic for business-as- 
usual in America. 

Out of sight from disapproving eyes, it is possible 
to accumulate salvaged materials to meet needs that 
might otherwise be met by the consumerist option of 
expensive, mass-produced goods. From my collec- 
tion of salvaged and recycled materials, I have built 
or otherwise acquired parts of a cabin, a greenhouse, 
furniture, a water collection and storage system, a 
shower, a wood-burning stove, a solar oven, a large- 
capacity pull-cart, a washing/exercise machine and a 
clothes dryer. I plan to build a food dryer, a solar still 
for purifying water, a garden irrigation system... 1 
estimate that all of the above, cabin and greenhouse 
included, has cost me a cumulative total of $ 1,300 for 
the parts that I couldn't salvage. 

This leads nicely into a topic which could be 
referred to as "Advanced Dumpster Diving," except 
your happy hunting grounds will not be just 
dumpsters, but also landfills, salvage lots, demoli- 
tion sites, corporate warehouses... 

Say you have an idea to build a machine: a 
washing/exercise machine, for example. The last 
thing you want to do is draw up a detailed plan that 
specifies the exact components of your machine 
down to the diameter of the last bolt. If your plan 


relies primarily on salvaged parts, you will 
search forever to find exact parts for your 
Earth-saving invention. Rather, go to the sal- 
vage site with a general idea of how your 
machine will function, then figure out how 
the parts you find can be adapted to your plan. 

For the tumbler of my washing machine, I 
used the rim and spoke assembly from two 
bicycle tires, connected by chicken wire. How- 
ever, I could j ust as easily have used two round 
pieces of wood, perhaps from a salvaged end 
table, or two lids from garbage cans. Items I 
found to complete the machine include an 
assortment of bicycle parts, motorcycle parts, ; 
car parts, wood, nails... all hauled out of vari- 
ous landfills and salvage sites. I bought cable 
and cable clamps, nuts and bolts and a sheet of 
plastic to complete the finished product. The result 
is a washing machine powered either by pedaling or 
weight-lifting. 

Another rule to remember is to link functions 
together whenever possible instead of embracing 
the corporate ideal of having an entirely different 
machine for each discrete function. My washing 
machine is also an exercise machine. I've not only 
found the time to maintain good health, I've inte- 
grated physical activity into my home maintenance 
routine. No need for an expensive membership in a 
health club. And since I built the machine, I know 
how it works. I have never once had to call in the 
Maytag repairperson. 

My theory that this demonstrated willingness to 
do the household laundry would be irresistibly 
attractive to at least one of those wonderful eco- 
defending women out there has yet to be adequately 
tested. There are nothing but ranchers' daughters 
around here, for whom essence of cow shit consti- 



tutes the ultimate aphrodisiac. 

Building machines is not like work to me, or at least 
not the kind of drudge work that you associate with 
the endless routine of 9 to 5. Rather, I derive the same 
kind of entertainment from designing and building 
that others derive from assembling a puzzle. In the 
end however, I have something that can be used to 
make my life easier, and at a tiny fraction of the price 
for an equivalent offering from corporate America. 

Since I have no TV, I am not bombarded daily by 
consumerist propaganda. Thus, when I do perceive 
a need, the need is real, not just an induced false 
perception. Furthermore, my first impulse is not to 
go out and buy something in order to fulfill my 
needs. Rather I think about how I can build some- 
thing to meet the need. The puzzle construction 
begins, and personal creativity becomes part of my 
ration of daily entertainment. I am also entertained 
and amused by writing, by cartooning, by my cheap 
guitar and wooden flute... Thus I am entertained by 
the reified images from my own imagination rather 
than the banal offerings of pop culture. My enter- 
tainment is active, not passive. Therefore I avoid 
the mindless lethargy induced by TV that causes 
people to become so vulnerable to corporate con- 
sumerist propaganda. 

Non-consumerism is not deprivation, but enrich- 
ment. I know I can live a fulfilling life on far less 
than what is "needed" to maintain the American 
standard of living. Instead of mindless consump- 
tion, I accumulate huge quantities of quality time. 
And the experience of quality time is what life is 
really about. 

This column welcomes contributions from all the cre- 
ative people out there who are living by the seat of their 
pants, fust write Tim Haugen with your ideas atPOB 81, 
Gulnare, CO 81042. 


MlSS (OXIMES, ‘JOfRfBtE TcOWQICM,LffCoCffFUSBD 



Dear Miss Demeanor: 

Every time I slip my tan, naked, muscular body into a hot 
tub, I quiver all over with the most delectable delight! It’s not 
even comparable to the sip of a finely blended carrot and 
mango shake. I fear I'm addicted to the swirling, chlorinated 
jets of hot water that turn my thighs (tired from a hard 
climb) into oozing ecstasy. 

I know these tubs of chemical pseudo-massage creation 
are not good for my mother, the earth. But what can I do — 
go add another human to the wild places where the real hot 
springs are, and not even get the jet effect? I can't resist 
whenever I'm near one, but the tiny guilt builds up every 
time. Please justify it for me. 

— Hot in the Tub 


Dear Hot in the Tub: 

As I have advised others, guilt has no place in the eco- 
activist's repertoire. As for justifying your addiction — perish 
the thought! 

I have an acquaintance who claims her ultimate fantasy is 
to be naked and neck-deep in a warm bath of tenderized 
abalone. (I jest not!) But, thankfully, she cannot justify the 
affront to the abalone and the wallop to her wallet. 

If she can find the inner strength to resist, so can you. Get 
thee to a natural hot spring! 


Dear Miss Demeanor: 

Please help me. I recently attended an Earth First! meeting 
and I was so offended I may never attend another. The 
problem was all the drinking. Those people were swilling can 
after can of the most awful muck you can imagine. It was 
tasteless and repulsive. 

Don’t those EF!ers know that beer companies are behind 
the most sordid and twisted causes? Don’t they know what 
they are supporting with their foul drinking habits? 

Can it be they don't know that perfectly good, extremely 
potent beer can be made with a five-gallon bucket and a two 
dollar airlock for about eight bucks a case? Should I give up on 
these people? Please advise. 

Yours Truly, 

— Anna Thesia, Pinkslip, Idaho 

Dear Anna Thesia: 

Well, dearie, one needn't give up on dedicated Earth de- 
fenders because they are alcoholically challenged. Your un- 
enlightened friends simply lack a good role model. When you 
arrive at the next meeting with your own home brew to share, 
they will no doubt be receptive to your wisdom. 

Miss Demeanor responds to actual letters. Humorous questions 
may be sent directly to me at the Journal addressed to Miss 
Demeanor, POB 1415, Eugene, OR 97440. 
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F'T F" Cement Vco? Relationship 

V^VmVIv U I E-- TO THE Ea»?TH 


by Lockbox and Barrel 

Concrete is a vastly misunderstood 
concept. It's goopy until it sets through 
a process of crystallization; it's stron- 
ger when mixed with a high propor- 
tion of cement (the glue); and its in- 
herent brittleness can be reinforced 
with flexible materials. It can be poured 
into many molds, from short pieces of 
pipe to abandoned vehicles. You can 
buy the "quick-set" variety for rapid 
night work, but it's not as strong as the 
gradually curing kind (Portland ce- 
ment) which you can mix at home for 
later deployment. 

Chemistry Lesson 

Cement develops its binding capac- 
ity through hydration as a result of a 
chemical reaction with water. "Port- 
land" cement, the most commonly 
used to make concrete, consists of 
calcium silicates. Concrete has high 
compressive strength, but low tensile 
and flexural strength. This means only 
very hard blows will shatter concrete. 
Reinforcement (such as steel) can in- 
crease the overall strength of the prod- 
uct/form. 

Cement, H20, Sand and Stone 

The best ratios to use are anywhere 
between 3 : 1 :3 : 3 and 3: 1 :5:5 
(cement:water:sand:gravel). The 
higher the proportions of sand and 
gravel, the weaker the end product 
will be. This is probably fine for road 
emplacements because weight is more 
important than compressive strength. 
Also, high cement-to-water ratios will 
make the concrete hard to stir, espe- 
cially as you add more sand and gravel. 
You can up the water concentration to 
2.5:1 (cement: water), however, this 
will increase the setting time. Rain 
water and snow melt are not recom- 
mended because they are very low in 
calcium. Tap and lake water are prefer- 
able. Sea water is usable, but will cor- 
rode steel reinforcement. Of the sands 
available, "plaster sand" works best 
because it contains lime (calcium) and 
has been screened to remove very fine 
particles. Gravel finer than 1/4 of an 
inch and greater than 1/16 of an inch 
in diameter is ideal for smaller objects 
(e.g., barrels), though larger sizes (up 
to 3/4 of an inch) can be used for very 
large emplacements (thousands of 
pounds) . When you buy these compo- 
nents from outdoor yards, try to get 


Chicken Wire 


the dry stuff from the top of the pile 
because absorbed water will screw up 
the above ratio estimates. 

Three main kinds of cement are avail- 
able: Portland cement types I, II and 
III. These set between 4,000 to 8,000 
pounds per square inch (psi), depend- 
ing on which type you use, how care- 
ful you are with ratios of cement to 
water and the setting time. Type III is 
the strongest and hardest to find (6,000 
to 8,000 psi). Types I and II (4,000 to 
6,000 psi) are usually used in side- 
walks and are available at most large 
hardware stores. Adding commercial 
admixtures such as calcium chloride, 
granulated blast-furnace slag (type IS 
cement), and pozzolans (type IP ce- 
ment) will give greater strength, 
sooner. Calcium aluminate (or high 
alumina) cement is 25 
percent stronger than 
Portland and sets in a 
little over a day's time, 
even below freezing. 

Storing, curing 
and temperature 

The temptation with 
concrete is to try to use 
it as soon as possible 
after pouring. If you 
are using "quick-set," 
this is probably okay. 

However, as some 
people have found, 
regular concrete less 
than 24 hours old ain't 
worth shit. Plan 
ahead! Regular con- 
crete has 75 percent 
of its ultimate 
strength after seven 
days and 99 percent 
of its ultimate 
strength after 28 days. Install road- 
embedded placements several weeks 
ahead of time, cover them up and 
come back later. Make barrels when 
nothing else is happening, not in the 
middle of a campaign. Make some in 
your garage and take them into the 
woods. 

Concrete should be cured under hu- 
mid conditions. Slop water on the top 
while it sets or put heavy absorbent 
materials soaked in water on top. This 
helps keep micro-cracks and larger cracks 
from forming. Air-cured concrete has 
50 percent less compressive strength 
than moist-cured. While curing, con- 
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Crete should not be exposed to extreme 
temperature changes. The warmer it is 
the better (70 to 100 degrees F). Though 
concrete will set at near freezing condi- 
tions, it will take longer and be weaker. 
Cure barrels and lockboxes in water and 
indoors, if possible. 

Different Shapes 
Obviously, the shape of the finished 
product will depend on the form (or 
mold) used to pour the concrete. The 
shape of the form will affect the 
strength of the object. Remember that 
concrete is brittle. Try to imagine where 
the force will be applied to break your 
barricade. With barrels, law enforce- 
ment officers often hammer at the 
sides to get at the lockbox inside. So, 
the more cylindrical the barrel is, the 
better, because the shock will be ab- 


30-Gallon 
\ Trash 
h l Can 



Flexible' BA.SE 
Plastic T-Joint 


Fill while right-side-up. 
Turn over when cured. 



sorbed and dissipated effectively. Steel 
reinforcement will make concrete 
much harder to hammer through, but 
don't overdo it. Try to avoid thin 
layers of concrete and sharp corners. 
Concrete lockboxes are a relatively 
new approach worth pursuing. They 
are composed of a steel lockbox sur- 
rounded by a concrete sheath, en- 
closed within a 12-inch plastic form. 
Plan ahead so you don't have to use 
quick-set cement and remember to 
keep it moist. 

Dragons and Other Fancy Stuff 

If you are going to rely on road- 
embedded concrete to hold you down, 
it must be at least 50 percent cured. 
For regular concrete at spring road- 
bed temperatures (40 to 50 degrees 
Fahrenheit) this could take at least 
three days. Get out early to set up (like 
Friday night for a Monday action). Dig 
the hole, pour in several hundred 
pounds of concrete around your 
lockbox (or other locking devices, such 
as eye bolts), cover the concrete with 
something that can take a vehicle's 
weight (if autos will be going by in the 
daytime), cover with several inches of 
road material, pack it down well and 
mark the spot. After a long weekend, 
this will be strong enough to use. The 


be activated whenever nee ded (weeks 
oryearslater). 

History Lesson 

A description from early 1994 for 
the Tacoma action barrels included 
information that is incorrect. Avoid 
the temptation to fill up space with 
extraneous materials like wood and 
big rocks. These objects will act as 
centers of chaos and autonomy within 
the barrel. Once hammering com- 
mences on the outside of the barrel, 
cracks will migrate between weak ar- 
eas first. These are mostly the "transi- 
tion zones" around wood or large 
rocks, air pockets, the lockbox, and 
even rebar reinforcement. So, keep 
that stuff to a bare minimum. Side- 
walk-strength concrete will keep them 
hammering for awhile. 

Barrel or Emplacement Design 

For a 30-gallon barrel: 1) cut four- 
inch PVC or ABS pipe into two equal 
pieces that will join in the middle of 
the barrel to make a 150-degree angle 
"V"; 2) fit these through holes in the 
side of the barrel into a T-joint (flex 
tubing or PVC/ABS) which has a hole 
punched through the center with 
rebar; 3) heat the rebar (precut to 3 
inches less than the height of the 
barrel) and push it through the hole in 
the T-joint; 4) cover the third open 
(vertical) side of the T-joint (a big 
yogurt lid will do); 5) put in a cage of 
reinforcing wire and rebar about 4 
inches from the outside of the barrel, 
include cross pieces; 6) start mixing 
and pouring concrete (100 to 200 
pounds a batch) until you fill it up (a 
30-gallon barrel requires 600 pounds 
of concrete). 

Remember: Scale the height of the 
holes in the side of the barrel to be 
comfortable for a seated person; keep 
the pipes secure while pouring the 
concrete; mix the concrete thoroughly 
to get rid of air bubbles and effectively 
mix in the cement paste. 

Consider refrigerators, washing ma- 
chines, old cars and custom made 
forms. If you decide to make some- 
thing in the 1,000- to 3,000-pound 
class consider buying a half yard 
(1,500 pounds) or full yard (3,000 
pounds) of concrete at a larger hard- 
ware store or concrete yard. If you do 
so, request that they add some extra 
cement to make it stronger. Pre-mixed 
concrete at this scale costs more but is 
a hell of a lot easier than the alterna- 
tive. You will have to rent or know 
someone with a flat bed for this. Even 
one-ton pickups will die under this 
kind of load. 

When delivering the finished prod- 
uct, try not to drop it off the truck. It 
will probably crack, especially if it is 
not completely set. Heavy timber 
ramps, big dollies and come-alongs 
will probably help. Avoid being down- 
hill from said behemoth. 

Say It With Concrete 

With the above recipes, lots of imagi- 
nation and a human or two who will 
never unlock, you can tie up traffic 
and law enforcement for several hours 


deeper the plug, the deeper they'll 

have to dig to get it out. An easier way^ — to several days. Dream about concrete 

lockboxes around truck axles, drag 


to do this is to take a pre-made barrel ' ■ - 


If this princess can feel a pea under 17 mattresses, 
locking to cement barrels must not be that uncomfortable. 


ith a top-mounted lockbox and drop 
Tt into a ready-made hole. Someone 
once called a road emplacement like 
this a "sleeping dragon" because it can 


ons awakening in the road, refrigera- 
tors full of sidewalk and full-leg enclo- 
sures in buried barrels. 

For the mother. 
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An Open Letter to ABC Network News 


by Craig Beneville 

Editor's note — The Earth First! Journal sent the follow- 
ing to ABC News April 8 and many other media sources 
thereafter. We also posted it widely on the internet. 

On Friday, April 5, the ABC news program World 
News Tonight with Peter Jennings aired a report 
linking the non-violent environmental group Earth 
First! with Theodore Kaczynski, the alleged 
Unabomber. The piece was riddled with distortions 
and inaccuracies, and can only be described as a hit 
piece on Earth First! and the environmental move- 
ment. ABC's sensationalistic coverage has done 
serious damage to the reputation of the Earth First! 
movement, based on the word of Barry Clausen, an 
individual employed by the timber industry. 

The ABC hit piece begins with footage of an Earth 
First! protest circa 1988. A group of people are 
shown in the midst of a chaotic scene of violence; 
fists are flying, people are screaming. The imagery, 
which sets the stage for the rest of the piece, is clear: 
these people are violent, crazed extremists. The real 
story behind this footage, however, provides quite 
a different context. That day, two protestors, in an 
act of civil disobedience, had locked themselves by 
the neck to a logging road gate. In the moments just 
prior to the footage aired, these activists had been 


attacked by loggers, and were dragged by their necks 
in an attempt to open the gate. The decontextualized 
footage aired by ABC showed other activists at- 
tempting to intervene in order to protect their 
friends. The person throwing punches was one of 
the loggers, although ABC does not mention this. 

ABC bases its allegation of a Unabomber-Earth 
First! link on two flimsy pieces of information. The 
first is Kaczynski's alleged presence at, as ABC calls 
it, "a meeting which top level leaders of Earth First! 
attended, at the University of Montana." In fact, 
this "meeting" was actually an environmental con- 
ference sponsored by the Native Forest Network, a 
grassroots environmental group working to protect 
temperate forests worldwide. Over 400 people at- 
tended, including environmentalists from Poland, 
Scotland, England, Chile, Mexico, Canada and Aus- 
tralia. Even representatives from the US Forest Ser- 
vice attended the conference. Activists associated 
with Earth First! also attended the event, but had no 
role in the conference proceedings. Kaczynski's al- 
leged presence at the conference (his name does not 
appear on the conference registration list) links him 
to Earth First! no more than it links him to the US 
Forest Service. 

(The most interesting fact presented in the story, 
completely glossed over by ABC, was news of an FBI 


list of conference attendees. Is attending environ- 
mental conferences an activity now considered sus- 
picious by our government? The November, 1994, 
conference occurred before excerpts of the 
Unabomber manifesto were released which linked 
the Unabomber to environmentalism.) 

The second piece of information is ABC's conten- 
tion that two of the Unabomber's victims were on 
"Eco-Fuckers Hit List" published by, in ABC's words, 
"a radical environmental journal." (This is the motto 
in the masthead of the Earth First! Journal.) A quick 
shot of the hit-list page was followed by a quote 
from Leslie Hemstreet, a member of the editorial 
staff of the Earth First! Journal. In thequote, Hemstreet 
says something like "We cannot be held responsible 
for what Theodore Kaczynsky may have done with 
any information he may have gotten from us, be- 
cause if he had read our journal thoroughly, he 
would've seen that we are completely dedicated to 
nonviolence." 

The inference could not be clearer: The Earth First! 
Journal published the hit list. Yet this is false, and 
ABC knew that it was false. (An underground anar- 
chist/environmental publication called Live Wild 
Or Die actually printed the hit list.) Roxanne Bezj ian, 

continued on page 29 


Unabomber cont’d. . . 




continued from the front page 

There's No Such Thing as a 
Free Inside 

Some of the negative coverage came 
out of the paper with the cereal box 
design — you know, to make for com- 
fortable breakfast-time reading — USA 
Today and their parent company 
Gannett. Two of their syndicated col- 
umnists, Linda Chavez, ex-cabinet mem- 
ber from the Reagan administration, 
and Cal Thomas, a former publicist for 
Jerry Falwell, hijacked the bandwagon, 
repeating the ABC and NYT reports with 
a personal flair. Instead of merely possi- 
bly attending the same public confer- 
ence, Earth First! was practically seen at 
a molotov cocktail party with the 
Unabomber. Our hit-lists are apparently 
not even as dangerous as our eco-sabo- 
tage how-to manual that includes in- 
structions for "making explosives." 

Chavez let it fly with outright lies in-, 
eluding that, in the early 80s, we "puttjj 
metal spikes in trees and on roads to 
injure loggers and road crews in wilder- > 
ness areas." In reaching for violent rheto- 
ric, she gets in a time machine and goes 
back to a Dave Foreman speech from 
1983 "in which he inveighed, 'The blood 
of timber executives is my natural drink, 
and the wail of dying forest supervisors is 
music to my ears.’" That quote was from 
a tall tale by Foreman, part of a standard 
speech he's given hundreds of times. He 
adopts the "Pecos Bill" persona to illus- 
trate, ironically enough, how rhetoric is 
not sufficient to protect biodiversity. 

Chavez tries to link EF! to the murder 
of California Forestry Association's Gil- 
bert Murray by pointing out that the 
bomb was addressed to the 
organization's former name, Timber 
Association of California, just like in EF! 
faction-produced, Live Wild or Die. She 
avoids mentioning that the fatal pack- 
age was addressed to Bill Dennison, 
former president, not Roberta Anderson 
as named in l ive Wild or Die. 

Chavez' sickest gesture was saying that 
we have a baby-killer philosophy so we 
must’ve inspired the Unabomber to kill a 
pediatrics professor. Plus, she wants to 
reopen an investigation of a crude pipe 
bomb sent to a pediatrics specialist. She 
speculates that if the Unabomber doesn't 
turn out to be the perpetrator, "perhaps a 
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less talented radical environmentalist put 
the bomb together." She goes back to a 
1986 Miss Ann Thropy EF.'J article dis- 
cussing how changes in infant mortality 
have impacted population growth for 
her evidence. 

The Right's Revenge 
Chavez and Thomas were the first 
trickle of a flood of whining from the 
right-wing press about how the left-bi- 
ased media jumped all over the possible 
influence of hate radio, militias and right- 
wing ideologies over Timothy McVeigh 
but would not draw the same connec- 
tions between left-wing environmental- 
ists and the Unabomber. 

There is a huge difference between 
scrutinizing and decontextualizing EF! 
to come up with violent rhetoric and 
quoting the violent rhetoric actually ema- 
nating from right-wingers and wise-us- 
ers. James Watt may not have said that 
he eats environmentalists for breakfast, 
but he did say that sometimes the car- 
tridge box is more effective than the 
(ballot box. 

Another difference is that the militias 
and Timothy McVeigh were both armed. 
The Unabomber was armed but Earth 
First! never has been. When I argued this 
point with Chuck! Adler on his TV talk 
show out of Boston (we apparently don't 
have a trademark on the exclamation 
point), he pointed out that the militias 
also claim to be nonviolent. So I would 
just like to say for the record that we here 
at Earth First!™ are the kind of nonvio- 
lent who don't stockpile and brandish 
weapons. Plus let's face it, whatever rheto- 
ric we are putting out there, Rush 
Limbaugh with his big piles of money 
reaches a lot more people than my be- 
loved little Earth First! Journal. 

To conclude that because EF! and the 
Unabomber share a few elements of a 
philosophy, we must also share tactics 
does not follow logically. Especially be- ^ 
cause dedication to nonviolence is a per- 
vasive part of the EF! philosophy. Addi- 
tionally, the Unabomber owns our writ- 1 
ings and disowns our tribe in his 35,000- 
word manifesto. The press only picked 
up on the "...if you read the radical envi- 
ronmental and anarchist journals..." part. 

To put it simply, there is no connec- 
tion. According to the Dallas Morning 


News, sources in the 
Justice Department 
stated that evidence 
gathered from 
Kaczynski's cabin 
"indicate research" 
into environmental 
issues, but "no direct 
link to any radical 
group or move- 
ment." 

To even identify 
the Unabomber as environmentally mo- 
tivated is stretching it. Of his 26 vic- 
tims, only two had any environmental 
connection. 

Debunked Some Myths 

Although we considered it a victory 
when the story got "killed," some of 
the press actually behaved in an en- 
dearing manner. KEZI, our local ABC 
affiliate ran a lovely story in which 
they were surprisingly none-too-kind 
to ABC World News Tonight. New York's 
Newsday, found out that the mysteri- 
ous FBI list of names was actually some- 
thing that Barry Clausen allegedly gave 
to the FBI after getting it from, he 
claims, a friend in law enforcement. 
The Washington Post, ran a story called 
"Eco-Maniac or Madman?" which aired 
and debunked almost every allegation 
against us. These are just highlights. 
We had hours and hours worth of 
opportunities to talk to the press and 
set them straight about EF! monster 
myths. 

Three weeks after the initial ABC re- 
port, just when we thought it was safe to 
have something better to do than de- 
fend ourselves from a press hungry for 
stink and blinded by the color yellow, 
an editorial repeating every above-men- 
tioned allegation emanated from the 
Boston Globe and oozed into at least two 
California newspapers. Jeff Jacoby's 
story, "Eco Fringe Escapes Blame," opens 
with the sentence, "That perfect silence 
you hear is the environmental move- 
ment not being blamed for the crimes of 
the Unabomber." It repeats the two ABC 
innuendoes as fact, moves on to discuss 
the B-M connection, then talks about 
the media's double standard. I just want 
to say one thing to you Mr. Jacoby: 
"NPR." That's right. Even National Pub- 



lic Radio ran their version of a hit piece 
on us. The teaser, repeated on the radio 
throughout the day was this: "Far-right 
radical groups like the militia and sepa- 
ratists have given pause to the US, but 
now there may be a link between in- 
flammatory environmentalist rhetoric 
and the suspected Unabomber." Yes, 
this piece from the "alternative" public 
media was as bad as the teaser indicates 
and just like ABC, they used Barry 
Clausen as their source. 

Rumors are flying that this alleged 
link between EF! and the Unabomber 
will be used to justify an FBI investiga- 
tion into EF! as domestic terrorists. USA 
Today quoted former California Forestry 
Association president Bill Dennison, 
whose name appeared on the package 
that killed Gilbert Murray. He said, "I'd 
like to see a legislative hearing. The 
Unabomber’s philosophy is only one 
step removed from the more radical 
writings of Earth First!" 

The rumors died down after a couple 
of weeks. I think we're out of the hot 
seat for now, but we should stay alert 
so we don't soundbite off more than 
we can chew. 

Just when I thought I was losing my 
sense of humor about the whole thing, I 
read the London Daily Telegraph's version 
of what happened. They clearly got their 
information straight from the Sahara 
Club's home page (http://www.aloha.net/ 
-pjc/green/unabomb-ef.hmtl) which lays 
out the links between Earth First! and the 
Unabomber. Even though most of what 
the Telegraph wrote about EF!s activities 
was just like a Stephen King horror novel, 

I closed my eyes for a minute to pretend 
one thing that they said was true: They 
wrote that the Earth First! Journal has 
15,000 subscribers. 
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Barry Clausen: flim-flam man 

or Private Dick? 


by James Barnes 

For a long time the radical environmental move- 
ment, Earth First! in particular, figured that if it 
ignored Barry Clausen, he'd go away. The move- 
ment was wrong. In fact, this professional snitch 
has been (and I hate to give him any cause for self- 
satisfaction) almost single-handedly responsible for 
the bad press Earth First! has gotten in the past 
couple years. So, it is time for us to deal with him. 

Until recently, he's been merely an irritant, and 
often a source of amusement, falling all over himself 
to paint us as baby-eating terrorists to wide-eyed 
Wise-Users, making up stories and spelling our 
names wrong. Since Theodore Kaczynski was ar- 
rested on suspicion of beingthe Unabomber, though, 
things have changed. EF! has had to counter an 
avalanche of innuendo about our "connection" to 
the Unabomber and Clausen is the main source of 
this misinformation. People are being threatened — 
called murderers and so on — just as we approach a 
new season of unprecedented public lands destruc- 
tion and the subsequent upsurge in direct action 
protests all over the country. We can't continue to 
have nonviolent activists placed at risk because of 
Clausen's damned lies. 

An Informer's History 
V Barry Clausen admits in his book, Walking on the 
Edge, that his love affair with law enforcement 
began when he was busted for grand theft auto at 
the age of sixteen. From there he spent much of his 
time doing coke in Montana, working an assort- 
ment of jobs and trying to get close to movie stars. 
He turned to narcing after a cocaine smuggling deal 
in Texas went sour, sending him running to the 
l Drug Enforcement Agency (DEA). 

The DEA wouldn't believe his tale, but Barry was 
apparently so thrilled by all the leather and guns 
that he went straight to the sheriffs of Park and 
Madison counties in Montana and offered himself 
as a stool pigeon. The sheriffs set him up with body 
wires but only a couple of busts came down as a 
result. The cops later testified that they thought 
Clausen "unreliable" and "working both sides," so 
Barry's career as an undercover drug agent came to 
an end. 

Meanwhile, Barry was working as a seasonal Forest 
Service employee. It was also during this time that 
was charged with felony theft of an automatic rifle. 
Clausen later retaliated with a lawsuit targeting 
just about every law enforcement agency and 
individual he ever worked with, thus produc- 
ing some interesting depositions. Barry doesn't 
seem to realize how pathetic these things 
make him look, so he describes them thor- 
oughly in his book. 

In 1989, Barry Clausen was introduced 
to Bruce Vincent, founder of the Wise 
Use group Communities for a Great 
Northwest. According to Barry, this was 
when he first heard of Earth First!. 

, In Deep Cover 

Under contract from some unnamed 
group (Communities for a Great North- 
west, I imagine), Clausen went to work 
"infiltrating" Earth First!. He visited the 
Montana EF! contingent and weirded them 
out, telling different cover stories to activists in 
Bozeman and Missoula, and generally getting him- 
self classified as a wingnut. 

He never really figured EF! out, so he still refers to 
one EF!er as "the head of Montana Earth First!" and 
another as the "publisher of Live Wild or Die and 
former head of Earth First! Washington." His ac- 
count engages in some stylin' libel such as a photo 
caption which reads: "This helicopter was torched 
by Earth First! terrorists in Montana." 

Since he couldn't actually get any Montana EFlers 
to do any copter-burning, or other crimes, Barry 
went off to Seattle to work for the Washington 
Contract Loggers Association as a private eye (de- 
spite the fact that neither he nor his company, 
North American Research, were ever licensed to 
operate in Washington State; he has lately restyled 


himself as a "consultant," possibly as a result of 
inquiries into his PI status). 

In Seattle, and up and down the coast (he went to 
Redwood Summer), Clausen continued his "investi- 
gation" and continually harassed Forest Service law 
enforcement with information on EF! terrorism and 
plots, which they were clearly uninterested in. Again 
and again they refused to work with him, citing his 
past record. In one example, FBI agent Horace H. 
Mewborn gave sworn testimony that, "...we did 
some other agency checks, and they said he [Clausen] 
was not reliable." 

Barry even tried private companies. He badgered 
McDonald's about "animal rights terrorism" follow- 
ing Jeremy Rifkin’s "Beyond Beef" campaign until 
they demanded that he cease bothering restaurant 
employees about vandalism. Security officers at 
MacMillan Bloedel blew their stack when they found 
out Clausen had contacted some of the largest MacBlo 
customers. Barry got the addresses from the Novem- 
ber, 1994, Earth First! Journal announcing a boycott 
of the huge corporation for its role in the destruction 
of Clayoquot Sound. He warned MacBlo's customers 
about potential terrorist attacks, and may well have 
increased the publicity and success of the campaign. 
Barry Discovers the Media 

In 1994, the Province, a Vancouver tabloid, printed 
some of Barry's allegations verbatim. The success of 
this story in attracting attention, spin-off stories 
and cashola encouraged him to shift his focus from 
private investigations to public relations. The press 
often has no standards of proof other than titilla- 
tion and scandal, and his employers in the timber 
industry want only to smear their enemies. Clausen's 
work meets both conditions. 

Later in 1994, Walking on the Edge: How I Infiltrated 
Earth First!, by Barry Clausen with Dana Rae Pomeroy 
was published by Clausen's employer, the Washing- 
ton Contract Loggers Association (2421 Pacific Av- 
enue, Olympia, WA 98507-2168; (800) 422-0074 or 

(206) 352-5033). The book 
number is registered to 
-Ron Arnold at the 


scribes Earth First! as a terrorist organization and 
blames us for all the acts of terrorism in the US for 
the past five years. He also includes copies of his 
correspondence with timber-industry-pocket-Sena- 
tors Slade Gorton (R-WA) and Conrad Burns (R-MT) 
in which he convinces them to ask for a Justice 
Department investigation of Earth First! There are 
rumors that such an investigation may happen this 
spring thrusting n s into the headlines again. 

'Enter Lyndon LaRouche 

Clausen's latest project has been a newsletter 
called Ecoterrorism Watch which he co-edits with 
Lyndon LaRouche follower Rogelio Maduro. The 
newsletter is published by the LaRouche organiza- 
tion at their headquarters in Virginia (POB 214, 
Leesburg, VA 22075; (703) 779-0121. Forget about 
n subscribing, it costs $ 145 a year for photocopied 
I articles from the EF!J). YThis cult-like organization 
L-be+ieves iiTTbizarreTorfspiracy theory that consid- 
ers the entire environmental movement to be con- 
trolled by banking and corporate consortiums which 
in turn are controlled in turn by the World Wildlife 
Fund and headed by Prinrp Philip nf FnglanH I'm 
not kidding about thi s?Thev think His Royal High- 
ness the Duke of Edinburglrpersonally hand-picked 
•Jake Kreilick to r un th e Native Forest Networkeco^ 
terrorist front 


\ 



The World Wildlife Fund's logo as interpreted by 
Lyndon H. LaRouche's Executive Intelligence Review 

Center for the Defense of Free Enterprise. Later that 
year he got another story out over the wire services, 
this time claiming that the Native Forest Network 
(NFN) conference, held in November, 1994, in 
Missoula, was to feature a who's who in ecoterrorism. 

This nonsense has resurfaced in the latest Clausen- 
inspired round of eco-bashing. He claims that Ted l 
Kaczynski attended the NFN conference. But he won't 
show anyone any proof. Clausen used the U nabomber 
to good effect last year too, when Gilbert Murray of the 
California Forestry Association was killed. 

Last year, Clausen put out a pamphlet called 
"Report on Terrorism: The Real Truth" which de- 


Clausen is also featured in LaRouche's publica-u 
tion, Executive Intelligence Report. Among o ther ( 
strange things, it states that Dave Foreman was 
filred by the Wilderness Society and S ierra Club to 
found Tarth First! to make them look betteTanr 
toughen maTnsrreampositions. Supposedly; Foi e-^ 
man was guaranteed funding arid a ten-year con- 
tract limit. (Actually, considering how Foreman's 
been opposing Zero Cut at the Sierra Club and 
calling us all "True Believers" a la Eric Hoffer, this 
doesn't seem so far fetched.) 

Spreading Fear — for Fun and Profit 

Since 1993, Clausen has regularly spoken to Wise 
Use groups all over the West. His speeches aim to 
frighten people into believing Earth First! terrorists 
are coming to get them and destroy their communi- 
ties. Clausen pushes "security" services with some 
Soldier of Fortune-type macho dudes that he claims 
are ex-Navy Seals or Airborne Rangers or some 
damn thing. 

At these talks he repeats the Judi Bari-and-Darryl 
Cherney-blew-themselves-up story despite the fact 
that he has admitted he knows it isn't true. He also 
targets a Seattle EF!er who has worked for both 
Greenpeace and the Native Forest Network, and 
therefore is clearly a linchpin of the big green 
conspiracy. He attributes right-wing bombings to 
EF!, and labels the 1989 Dixon, California livestock 
auction barn-burning as an EF! action, despite it's 
being well known now as an insurance scam, etc. 
His best story is that Earth First! intends to poison 
water supplies all over the country with virulent E. 
Coli bacteria as per instructions in Dave Foreman's 
book Ecodefense, and in fact we have done so already 
in Portland, Oregon. Of course, Ecodefense says no 
such thing. He says he knows who shot some cattle 
in Utah and who sabbed the powerlines in Santa 
Cruz in 1990, but for some reason his information 
has never been acted upon by law enforcement. Oh, 

and Mike Roselle is the leader of the whole terrorist 

. • , 

kit and kaboodle. 

Clausen has been trying to get this Unabomber 
thing to stick for several years now. When 
Kaczynski's arrest came down he was all too pre- 
pared with the "real" story. The press, in frenzy 
mode, was willing to swallow it whole. It's all too 
easy, really. And he'll be back when circumstances 
arise that make "ecoterrorism" a top story he can 
peddle. So, we have to be ready. If you hear tha£_ 
Clausen has a speaking engagement in your area, 
attend it. Call the Journal for a Barry Clausen fact 
sheet to hand out or give to the press if there is 
going to be a Clausen-inspired media attack in 
your area. Clausen himself can be reached at POB^ 
65298, Port Ludlow, WA 98365; (360) 437-0453, 
fax (360) 437-9101. Call and give him hell, nonvio- < 
tently, of course. 
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Peabody Coal Stopped by Dineh Alliance 


by Steve Brittle 

For over 27 years, the British-owned Peabody Coal Mine has operated the 
world's largest surface coal mine on the Navajo Reservation. The mining 
operation has been the bane of the local's existence, causing surface water 
contamination, groundwater depletion and air pollution, as well as disturb- 
ing burial sites and decimating family flocks of sheep. Blasting from 
mine operations has disrupted everyday life in area residences and 
left scars across the landscape. In August 1995, the Dineh 
Alliance and other traditionalists appealed the renewal of 
Peabody's Kayenta Mine Permit in the courtroom of Ad 
ministrative Law Judge Child. In order to testify and 
participate, they had to literally camp out for several 
days in Flagstaff, over 100 miles from their homes, as 
well as take on the federal Office of Surface Mining 
(OSM) and Peabody's attorneys. They complained 
in detail of how OSM ignored hundreds of citi- 
zen's complaints over the years about the Peabody 
Coal Mining operation. 

On March 12, 1996, Judge Child stunned all 
parties by denying the renewal of the permit for 
the Kayenta Mine. He ruled that Peabody must 
correct its violations or overturn his decision in 
order to get a new permit. The mine continues 
to operate under interim status using its old 
permit, however. 

Judge Child found that Peabody Coal mined 
within 300 feet of residences without gaining the 
owner's consent, as required by law, violating the 
property owners' rights. Peabody was also found to 
have willfully violated the Surface Mining Coal Rec- 
lamation Act (SMCRA) for mining within 100 feet, and 
in some cases directly through, burial sites that Peabody 
should have had previous knowledge of. Willful viola- 
tions are grounds for revoking coal mining permits. 

Plus, special conditions attached to the previous permit 
were not satisfactorily met. These conditions required OSM to 
review Peabody's compliance for adequacy. OSM was found to 
have failed in this and in preparing an adequate Environmental 
Impact Statement. The Kayenta Mine operation of Peabody Coal was 
found to be in violation of SMCRA. 


Judge Child chastised the federal government for its poor oversight of the 
mining operation. He declared that the Department of the Interior and OSM 
view their trust responsibility to the Native Americans as "one of arm's length . " 
He mentioned the detrimental impacts of the coal mining operations on the 

surrounding residents and the degradation of 
the air and water. Judge Child also noted 
that although the Navajo govern- 
ment receives $45 million annu- 
ally in coal mine royalties, the 
people directly impacted by 
the mine have never re- 
ceived anything, not 
even monitoring or as- 
sistance from Navajo 
Environmental Pro- 
tection Agency. 
These nearby 
residents, tradi- 
tional Navajos, 
are among the 
poorest people 
in America. 
Paying for legal 
counsel and 
experts to fight 
a wealthy, mul- 
tinational cor- 
poration and a 
corrupt federal 
agency in court is 
difficult, but the 
peoples' stories have 
carried much weight. 
Donations for the legal 
fight can be sent to Don't 
Waste Arizona, Inc., for the 
Black Mesa Legal Fund, 6205 
S. 12th Street, Phoenix, AZ 85040. 
One hundred percent of all dona- 
tions go into the fund. 



Ozark Lawsuit Mandates Watershed Approach 


by Tom McKinney 
Arkansas Chapter Sierra Club 

There is good news to report on the 
lawsuit against the Ozark National 
Forest filed to protect the watershed of 
the Buffalo National River ( Newton 
County Wildlife Association, Sierra Club 
& State of Arkansas vs. George Rogers, US 
Forest Service et. al. and the Arkansas 
Forestry Association as intervenors). The 
suit challenges four logging projects 
in the Ozark National Forest that are 
within the watershed of the Buffalo 
National River and the Richland Creek 
Wild and Scenic River. 

The suit was filed because the Forest 
Service didn't complete a comprehen- 
sive management plan for the Richland 
Creek Wild and Scenic River by the 
congressionally designated deadline 
and, thus, is in violation of federal 
law. Using a California case that our 
attorney successfully conducted (Wil- 
derness Society vs. Tyrell) it was argued 
that the comprehensive management 
plan should include not just the area 
within the 1/2-mile administrative 
corridor boundaries of the stream, but 
the whole watershed. Since the Forest 
Service missed the legally mandated 
deadline for completing such a plan, 
all four of the logging projects are 
illegal and should be enjoined. 

With some fantastic testimony by 
hydrologist Dr. Bob Curry, fisheries 
biologist Dr. Cynthia Annet and 
silviculturalist Dr. Bill Ferral, we docu- 
mented that previous roadbuilding 
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and logging on the Sand Gap and 
Round Hill timber sales had already 
damaged nearby streams. On-site evi- 
dence proved that activity on the sales 
introduced 10 to 100 times more silt 
and gravel into the tributaries of the 
Richland and the Buffalo than the 
Forest Service had predicted. Dr. Annet 
testified that extensive on-site sam- 
pling over a two-year period docu- 
mented that the fishery in the two 
streams was damaged by the erosion 
from the sales. Dr. Ferrel provided 
evidence that the even-age logging in 
the Forest Service's plans was damag- 
ing the biodiversity of the forest and 
resulted in below-cost sales. None of 
our experts were even cross examined. 

To refute all our on-site evidence the 
Forest Service and the Arkansas For- 
estry Association had nothing except 
arm-chair experts who had made no 
inspections of the sites or even been in 
the general area of the streams. In one 
of the more humorous moments of 
the trial, Jim Crouch, past supervisor 
of the Ozark National Forest, spoke of 
his on-site inspection of Richland 
Creek. He testified that he drove across 
Richland Creek in his pickup only 
once and determined by the color of 
the water that there was absolutely 
nothing wrong with the creek and 
that logging had done no damage at 
all. He really said that, honest. And 
that was the timber industry's expert 
witness. The Forest Service's fishery 
biologist (and one of Dr. Annet's 
former students) admitted that you 


cannot just manage the land inside 
the administrative corridor to protect 
the streams; you must take into ac- 
count the whole watershed. Well, duh! ! 
Charlie Moulton, representing the 
State of Arkansas, put the director of 
the Arkansas Wild and Scenic Stream 
Commission and the state's water ex- 
pert on the stand to testify that the 
state law requires whole watersheds to 
be evaluated to protect wild and sce- 
nic streams. 

During the hearing, Judge Wilson 
interrupted the testimony to announce 
that he was not going to issue the 
Preliminary Injunction. The Forest 
Service, well on their way to losing, 
was as stunned as we were. Judge Wil- 
son said we had won the case on its 
merits and shown that there was the 
possibility of irreparable harm to the 
streams from logging, but he was not 
going to issue a Preliminary Injunc- 
tion due to the damage that the log- 
gers might suffer. We requested a Tem- 
porary Restraining Order to enjoin 
the sales until we could appeal his 
ruling to the 8th Circuit. Judge Wilson 
asked for briefs on the matter and 
scheduled a conference call for Mon- 
day, April 8. To say that we were con- 
fused when we left the courtroom 
would be putting it lightly. 

On April 8, Judge Wilson repeated 
his declaration that we had won this 
hearing on the merits and would likely 
win the case as well. He also strength- 
ened his finding of irreparable harm 
from the possibility to the probability 


of it occurring. He ordered the Forest 
Service to complete comprehensive 
management plans for all six streams 
in the Ozark National Forest and in- 
sisted the plans include all watershed 
lands that might affect the protected 
values in the river corridors. This ex- 
tension of the management plans from 
the corridors to the complete water- 
shed of a designated stream is SET- 
TING A NATIONAL PRECEDENT. THIS 
IS NEW LAW! Language contained in 
the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act directs 
that planning must include the com- 
plete watershed of a stream, but this is 
the first time it has been legally man- 
dated. The Forest Service and timber 
industry lawyers were almost speech- 
less. They were stammering and argu- 
ing with the judge until he basically 
told them to shut up. 

Judge Wilson would not grant our 
request for a Preliminary Injunction 
on the sales, but he did grant a tempo- 
rary stay until the appeal was heard by 
the 8th Circuit Court of Appeals. The 
8th Circuit will rule on the Permanent 
Injunction in May. 

The first step of this suit has been 
successful so far. It is due to the hard 
work of all of our volunteers both in 
the Arkansas Chapter and in the New- 
ton County Wildlife Association and 
to the support given us by the South- 
ern Plains RCC and other volunteers 
throughout the Club. We will be pro- 
ceeding with our appeal as well as 
preparing for the case on the merits. 



Sierra Club Goes Zero Cut 


continued from the front page 

A genuine insurgency was forming and the old 
guard was furious — so furious they mounted a mis- 
information campaign using Sierra Club funds and 
staff time to produce and distribute misrepresenta- 
tions about our initiative. Almost everywhere we 
went, we were met by individuals who had either 
been sent by the old guard to oppose us or who were 
influenced by the disinformation. 

As we walked in the door of one meeting in Santa 
Barbara, a woman we had never seen or spoken to 
before jumped to her feet, pointed at us and 
screamed, "You must be Chad Hanson; and you 
must be David Orr! I object to your presence here! I 
refuse to allow you to speak!" But speak we did. And 
as we stripped away the layers of disinformation, 
she and others gradually became friendly. 

The turning point came in February at a meeting 
in San Francisco — the national headquarters of the 
Sierra Club and the home of the Club's oldest and 
second largest chapter. We were on their home turf, 
and knew it would be an uphill battle at best. We 
knew that if we could win there, anything would be 
possible. 

In need of help, we called David Brower and 
Martin Litton, two of the Club's oldest and most 
revered activists, both of whom were establishing 
national parks and fighting timber sales long before 
1 was even born. 

Both Litton and Brower are in their 80s but nei- 
ther have lost a step. Litton had taken a bad fall 
down a flight of stairs the day before, nearly break- 
ing his nose and losing a quart of blood. He said he'd 
be at the meeting anyway. So did Brower. 

That night, the room was packed with about 65 
people — including activists, journalists, and local 
politicians. Most of the people in the room wore 
stickers indicating their support for the Muir Sierran's 
forest initiative, so the crowd was on our side. 

Nevertheless, the old guard was confident. They 
had the votes. That is, of course, until David Brower 
and Martin Litton walked in at the last minute — to 
their surprise and chagrin. They spoke passionately 
and eloquently in support of our initiative. The tide 
turned, and the vote went our way. 

Despite the campaign mounted against us, al- 
most every chapter we visited voted to support our 
initiative, including the Oregon chapter (one chap- 



ter chose not to take a position). Our road 
tour lasted about nine weeks. By the time 
the election ballots were counted, the chap- 
ters that voted in support of the zero cut on 
public lands initiative represented 304,000 
Sierra Club members — over half of the 
organization's entire membership. Editori- 
als in support of the initiative were pub- 
lished in chapter newsletters that went out 
to a total of 190,000 members. 

On the eve of John Muir's birthday, we 
found out the results of the Sierra Club 
election. The zero cut initiative passed by a 
two-to-one margin! The Sierra Club now 
joins Earth First!, the Native Forest Coun- 
cil, and many other environmental groups 
who support ending all logging on all pub- 
lic lands nationwide. Soon after learning 
the results, we decided to venture into 
uncharted territory and asked some key 
national leaders — Club President Robbie 
Cox, Executive Director Carl Pope, and 
Conservation Director Bruce Hamilton — if 
they would work with us to promote the 
new zero cut campaign. After initial hesita- 
tion on both sides, some significant signs 
of cooperation have begun to show. For 
instance, Sierra Club executive director Carl 
Pope and I just co-authored an editorial 
putting forth the arguments for zero cut. 

Plus, David Orr and I will present our plans 
to advance the Club's zero cut agenda at 
the next board meeting on May 18 in San 
Francisco. 

As I think back on the last three months, 
and all of the Sierra Club activists we met 
while on the road — people who put us up 
for the night, fed us or gave us gas money for 
the next leg of the trip — it occurs to me that an 
organization is defined not by its figureheads, but 
by its rank-and-file activists. 

Times are changing in the Sierra Club, whether 
the Club's old guard likes it or not. They still have 
enormous control over the organization, both at 
the national and chapter level. But their control is 
waning; and it is becoming clearer and clearer that 
the fighting spirit of John Muir is still alive and well 
in the Club's grassroots. 

If you, like many activists, have refused to join the 


John Muir, the grandfather of Zero Cut 

Sierra Club in the past because you felt it didn't give 
you anything to believe in, it's time to consider 
joining. For those of you who left the Sierra Club, 
it's time to come back. 

Chad Hanson is a John Muir Sierrans activist in 
the Sierra Club's Oregon Chapter. The John Muir 
Sierrans can be reached at POB 25431, Eugene, OR 
97402; johnmuirl @aol.com. For more information 
on Zero Cut, contact the Native Forest Council, POB 
2190, Eugene, OR 97402; (541) 688-2600; 
zerocutl@aol.com. 


An Open Letter to ABC cont., 


continued from page 26 

the freelance reporter who interviewed Hemstreet 
for ABC, told the Journal after complaints about the 
coverage that she made it very clear to Brian Ross 
and Dave Rommel, the correspondent and producer 
of the piece, respectively, that the Journal had not 
printed the hit list. And while ABC never directly 
says the Earth First! Journal printed the list, the 
inference was strong enough to provoke phone calls 
to the Earth First! Journal office with people scream- 
ing that we are terrorists directly responsible for the 
Unabomber's actions. 

ABC further distorted the story by claiming that 
both of the victims appeared on the hit-list roster. 
The two corporations that ABC is referring to as 
appearing on the list (the list was composed of 
corporations) are the California Forestry Association 
and Exxon. Thomas Mosier, one of the Unabomber's 
victims that ABC cites as being part of the hit list, 
worked not for Exxon, but for the public relations 
firm Burson-Marstellar. ABC claims that Mosier was 
connected to Exxon because Exxon was a client of 
Burson-Marstellar. However, Burson-Marstellar, one 
of the largest public relations firms in the world, has 
numerous clients. Whether Mosier ever worked on 
anything related to Exxon is unclear. 

Perhaps the most outrageous aspect of the hit 
piece is ABC's source of information, Barry Clausen, 
who appears in the piece. Clausen is a paid infor- 
mant of the timber industry whose livelihood de- 


pends on an audience interested in Earth First!. 
Clausen has made a cottage industry for himself 
travelling to rural areas on speaking engagements 
paid for by "wise use" groups and the timber indus- 
try. The subject of his speeches is his claimed infil- 
tration of Earth First!, and how Earth First! "terror- 
ists" are attempting to destroy jobs, the economy 
and the whole of civilization. 

Barry Clausen is not a credible source. He is a 
wannabe informant who has been rejected as unre- 
liable by every law enforcement agency he has tried 
to work with. These include the Sheriffs of both Park 
County and Madison County in Montana, the US 
Forest Service in Montana, Washington and Cali- 
fornia, the US Marshall and the FBI. Clausen has 
also been rejected by private agencies including a 
private investigator in Seattle, Washington, and the 
securtity department of McDonald's hamburger 
chain. 

FBI agent Horace Newborn, in charge of the Do- 
mestic Terrorism Unit at the FBI's headquarters in 
Washington DC, also characterizes Clausen as unre- 
liable. In a sworn deposition Newborn stated about 
Clausen, "I think what we did is we did some other 
agency checks with Clausen. His name came up in 
other places, and we did some other agency checks, 
and they said he was not reliable." 

This rejection (except Newborn's) is documented 
in Clausen's own book, Walking on the Edge: How I 
Infiltrated Earth First!, published by the Washington 
Contract Loggers Association, either in the form of 


direct conversations or by the agencies' refusal to 
grant Clausen and his partner Joanne immunity. 

ABC's portrayal of Earth First! as violent is totally 
contradicted by the history of Earth First! activism. 
In the sixteen years since Earth Firstl's formation 
the only people to have been injured as a result of 
Earth First! activities have been Earth First!ers them- 
selves. Earth First! activists have all too often been 
the victims of violence. Activists have had their 
houses burned down, been shot at, and beaten up. 
In 1990, Judi Bari and Darryl Cherney were bombed 
in their car while organizing for Redwood Summer, 
an Earth First! campaign to protect California's 
redwoods. (Their lawsuit against the FBI for wrong- 
ful prosecution and harrassment is still pending.) 
ABC's irresponsible portrayal of Earth First! as vio- 
lent terrorists legitimates such heinous attacks. 

The damage done by ABC's hit piece on Earth First! 
is tremendous. Hard working environmental activ- 
ists, who regularly place their bodies on the line to 
protect the earth, should not be subjected to such 
blather. This is especially true in light of the "logging 
without laws" timber salvage rider, which makes 
salvage logging operations above the law on US 
public lands. We have better things to do with our 
time than respond to such outrageous allegations. 

The Earth First! Journal is asking for people to call 
and write World News Tonight to complain about 
ABC's irresponsible, sensationalistic reporting. You 
can reach ABC at 47 W. 66th, New York, NY 10023; 
(212) 456-4040; e-mail: newsaol@ccabc.com. 
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Mitch Friedman, dressed for success. 


Re: Images at the 
Headwaters 
Conference 

For the fifth 
time Headwaters 
held a winter 
conference in 
Ashland, and for 
the fifth time I, 
and hundreds of 
others, at- 
tended. As usual, 
there were days 
of presenta- 
tions—dozens of 
speakers, and 
more informa- 
tion than any- 
one could possi- 
bly absorb. 

Also as usual, 

1 missed almost 
all of it. 1 chat- 
ted with folks in 
the halls, 
ducked into a 
few minutes of 
one session on 
the way to a po- 
tentially more 
interesting con- 
current event — then left to catch 
a few minutes of the really good 
presentation, which I usually ei- 
ther missed entirely or only 
heard enough of to underscore 
the fact that I should have ar- 
rived earlier. 

And as usual one incident 
caught — for me — the flavor of 
the day. Others probably latched 
onto some other theme as the 
essence of the event, but for me 
it was a presentation by a former, 
and apparently "reformed," 
Earth Firstler about civil disobe- 
dience. He suggested that Earth 
First! style civil disobedience was 
sometimes counterproductive, 
and that folks in suits made for 
better press. I applauded. I be- 
lieve that he has a point: civil 
disobedience can be theater — 
the audience is the public, and it 
pays to dress for the stage in a 
costume that is meaningful to 
the audience. So I applauded, 
but also started to think about 
the notion of dissing the folks 
who have often been out on the 
front lines, pulling others along. 

Later I regretted my applause. 
I agree with Governor 
Kitzhaber's suggestion that, "Or- 
egonians should raise a hue and 
cry" about Congress' attacks on 
our environment. I agree with 
him that many protesters who 
engage in civil disobedience "de- 
serve credit for raising the 
issuefs]" and that much of the 
protests that have taken place 
are "within the limits of what 
we consider acceptable. " As long 
as protests are absolutely peace- 
ful and non-violent, I support 
those who participate — and per- 
haps especially those who are 
willing to face arrest in order to 
bring attention to the issues. I 
agree that it is easier to dismiss 
folks who do not look like your- 
self, and that the image of Brock 
Evans being arrested in a suit is 
more powerful than the image 
of a kid in dreadlocks and cam- 
ouflage being arrested. But do I 
agree that we should discourage 
the dreadlock and camouflage 
types? No I don't think so. Not 
at all. 

I remember when I was a Viet- 
nam war protester. I was unruly, 
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angry, unreasonable, and defi- 
nitely did not wear a suit. Other 
folks came to rallies, stood at 
podiums in suits, and said rea- 
sonable things — 1 didn't listen. 
Some of them tried to convince 
me that I would be a more effec- 
tive spokesperson for my cause 
if I got my hair cut. I laughed. 
After the rallies I went off and 
got arrested. The reasonable folks 
worried about the image, but I 
wasn’t going to let them harness 
me. I wanted to overthrow the 
system, not join it. 

So now I’ve joined the system. 
I'm an average middle-class 
white guy, I go to rallies in suits, 
and applaud when I hear sugges- 
tions that others should do like- 
wise: that the Earth Firstlers 
should get their hair cut, put on 
suits, and fit in. 

But they shouldn't. They should 
do just what they are doing. I have 
no more right to expect them to 
adopt my strategy then they have 
a right to expect me to adopt theirs. 
They represent a powerful and 
unchannelable force — a force that 
shows up where others fear to go — 
a force that demands change with- 
out trying to mold itself into an 
image that the guy sitting in front 
of a TV can relate to. 

If I want to control that im- 
age — the image of the protester 
on TV — I should not ask others 
to change their tactics. I should 
change mine. I should recognize 
that Earth First! types show up 
when there is a crisis — when no 
one else is taking action. They 
come when they're needed. So 
how can I, and the others who 
joined in applauding the speaker 
who asked for a more "respect- 
able" image at protests, get what 
we want? Simple: Don't ask oth- 
ers to show up in suits, show up 
ourselves. If we average folks who 
make up the mainstream of soci- 
ety want to avoid having news 
stories about nothing but Earth 
First! types at protests, all we have 
to do is show up at protests our- 
selves — and in great numbers. 

Just as we should expect to 
find teachers in a school, fire- 
men at a fire, and lawyers in 
court, we should expect to find 
Earth First! filling the vacuum 


created by our absence 
at the site of an environ- 
mental crisis. Fill the 
vacuum. Remove the cri- 
sis. That is the way to 
capture the image, to 
control the spin. 

So I'm not going to ask 
Earth First! to look like 
me. I'm not going to say 
that protesters should 
wear neckties. I'm just 
going to show up with 
my suit and hope that 
others join me. 

— Charlie Ogle 
Federal Forest Issues 
Oregon Sierra Club 
(Reprinted from the Spring, 
1 996 issue o/The Runoff, 
the newsletter of the Eu- 
gene Many Rivers Group of 
the Sierra Club.) 
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| Dear "Soup to Nuts," 

In the "60s" when I were 
a young-un and a Wobbly 
too, I learned all about 
infiltrators and set-ups 
and government provo- 
cateurs. About the same time, I 
learned about the Grim Politicos 
of the Blind Faith and the Anti- 
laughture Heroes of Self-righteous- 
ness among the Left-wingers. 

Me, I’m just a lettle woman with 
a lot of life to live. I didn't want to 
play with any of them. To me the 
gov't and the bosses and the politi- 
cal zealots were playing the same 
game and it weren't no fun. 

Now I'm seeing this "I'm so 
fucking grown up and such a big 
deal" crap out of enviro-rad types. 
Fuck that. If we're saying Earth 
First, it don't mean "Me First" it 
means we need all of us — we need 
the nerds, the "woo-woos," the 
big contributors and the small con- 
tributors. I'm sure you bitchin se- 
rious types are very sure you have 
the True Faith — I've seen your type 
before. If you can't take a joke or 
cope with Nature spirituality types 
you need help. Go out and get 
smashed with a buddy who'll 
maybe do you the favor of dump- 
ing you someplace with a wild 
paint job on your ass. What planet 
are you on? You gonna "save" it 
alone? Or do you really want Earth 
to be treated right? Do you want to 
see human animals change? Then 
deal with it, dude. We ain't ever all 
gonna be like you. But if we are 
ever gonna change toward treat- 
ing Earth right, we'll do it along 
the lines of the kind of diverse 
critters we are. 

Fuck all you grim radicals. Get a 
life. Get a laugh. Get real! 

— Grandma Jones 


Dear Allies, 

I just received my Eostar copy 
of the Journal and noticed Frank 
Rivers' "Wake UpCall, " a response 
to Alex Cockburn's column in the 
Seattle Times, in which Cockbum 
claimed that those who recognize 
and value various continuities 
between human beings and ani- 
mals are acting in a way that is 
ominously reminiscent of (gasp) 
Nazis. Rivers' response is well 
done. Of course, Cockburn's 
founding assumption that there 
is something inherently opposed 
to Teutonic Nazism in our im- 
maculate American culture can 
easily be exploded by merely re- 
ferring to the contents of highly 
researched historical studies by 
writers like Noam Chomsky, Ri- 
chard Slotkin and Howard Zinn. 
Chomsky notes the eager, ruth- 
less use of ex-Nazis by our capital- 
ist-totalitarian government imme- 
diately after WWII to further se- 
cure its profiteering hegemony, 
and the resulting destruction of 
the earth and human lives that 
continues to the present mo- 
ment — his recent "Year 501" is 
highly detailed. But I want to sug- 
gest that a simpler, anectdotal 
approach might be taken in order 
to challenge the wearisome pre- 
tense that there is an essential, 
absolute difference between the 
political practices of the United 
States and those of Nazi Germany. 

In order to deal efficiently with 
jingoistic dumbshit bozos, it is 
not even necessary to argue in 
complex, historically detailed 
terms. For the sake of clarity and 
efficiency, just keep this in mind: 
the similarities between the on- 
going death-dealing political 
strategies of the United States 
and those briefly used by Nazi 
Germany can be made apparent 
simply by pointing out that 
Hitler himself admitted that he 
modeled his plan to annihilate 
systematically entire categories 
of human beings in death camps 
upon the techniques by means 
of which the white citizens of 
the United States, in their geno- 
cidal greed, had already so effi- 
ciently eradicated entire popu- 
lations of Native Americans. (See 
James Loewen's excellent revi- 
sionary history book, Lies My 
Teacher Told Me.) 

For that green fire 

— Bill Bonney 

Ima Shit-Fer-Brains, 

I would like to correct an error 
in my article, "SeDnA Confronts 
Exxon" (Brigid, '96 EF!J), which 
Scott Strehlow responded to last 
issue. The acoustic testing re- 


ferred to was triangular geomet- 
ric testing with low frequency 
seismic sound blasts. I should 
not have compared the 250 deci- 
bel blast with putting your ear to 
a police siren because we do not 
have low frequency hearing like 
many marine mammals and 
some other creatures that live in 
the oceans. Exxon stated that 
decibel level in their Environ- 
mental Assessment as the decibel 
level they are broadcasting. 

Regardless of the levels, the 
fact is that the tests are destruc- 
tive, threaten marine ecosys- 
tems and SeDnA was there in a 
stand of resistance and defiance. 

— Jonathan Paul 
Sea Defense Alliance (SeDnA) 


To: Mike Roselle 
From: An Earth First! supporter 
"Fishing happens to be one of 
the few outdoor activities that 
average citizens can enjoy with- 
out trashing the environment." 

You have got to be kidding 
me! Never have I heard an "en- 
vironmentalist" say something 
so narrow minded and hypo- 
critical. 

— E.P.B. BETHESDA 


Relax Mike, 

No one is going to mistakenly 
confuse the goal of the animal 
rights movement to, "outlaw 
anything fun," with the goals 
of Earth First or any other envi- 
ronmental organizations. 

Both you and the Journal have 
done an excellent job in remind- 
ing us animal rights activists 
how silly and different we re- 
ally are. We never realized the 
best way to promote respect and 
compassion for animals is to 
hunt and hook them. Nor did 
we know that it is o.k. to cause 
suffering to other beings as long 
as there are plenty left over for 
the next guy or gal, and you 
weren't driving your monster 
truck through the woods while 
enjoying your "sport." Animals 
are sort of like renewable re- 
sources wouldn't you say? 

We even went so far as to 
believe that raising and slaugh- 
tering animals (contrary to what 
Ronald says pork chops don't 
grow on trees) is immoral, and 
that knowingly supporting such 
cruelty through one's diet is as 
equally wrong. Thanks to you 
Mike, we now understand the 
issues of morality and suffering 
pertains to only humans, 
whereas the suffering of ani- 
mals is not a 
moral ques- 
tion for the 
human race, 
but rather 
one of "how 
much fun am 
I having." 

Isaac 
B a s h e v i s 
Singer stated, 
"For animals 
it's always 
Treblinka." I 
guess he was 
wrong. 

Sincerely, 

— Peter Wood 




other cAs. unfed Alette v.% ... 


earthfirst@igc.apc.org, 

What are your movement's 
links to the Unabomber? 

Did you supply him with 
funds? 

How many people have your 
movement's members killed? 

Does your movement advo- 
cate murder when others do not 
agree with your positions on 
environmental issues? 

What is the difference 
between you and those 
we call "terrorists"? 

Your movement mon- 
key-wrenched some 
heavy earth-moving 
equipment down here in San 
Diego about 10 years ago, and 
then abuptly stopped after you 
found out that the mob owned 
the machinery. You guys afraid 
of simple mobsters? 

I truly hope the unabomber 
case exposes you twerps for what 
you really are. 

— Patrick Mannion 
7261 4. 141 l@COMPUSERVE.COM 


earthfirst@igc.apc.org, 

A great big Ha Ha to you People- 
Lasters!! 

Welcome to the great un- 
washed group of Lied-About-by 
the-Media-Everydayers! 

We hunters, who eat what we 
hunt, are still lumped in with 
slob-hunters and every other kind 
of "Gun Nut." We also make it 
possible, through our hunting 
license fees, for you bunny- 
huggers to have bunnies to hug! 

So bug off on your hunt- 
harrassing escapades and get a 
life — and mebbe even a JOB!?! 
(Heaven forfend!) 

Have a nice day. 

— Donald J. Seaman 

SEAMAND@PA.NET 


earthfirst@igc.apc.org, 

Thanks to the Unabomber (be- 
sides your actions) you and your 
ilk are revealed for what you are. 

You pathetic, anarchistic, vio- 
lent pigs should be put in jail. 

1 do a radio talk show (Conser- 
vative) on a 50,000 watt radio 
station WWWE out of Cleveland 
and I'm going to enjoy bringing 
you psycho's and your "work" to 
the forefront for all in the com- 
ing days. 

You people are irrelevant. 

Have a nice day 

— Rich Michaels 

MICHAELS@CYBERGATE.NET 


Dear shit 4 brains, 

I see a newspaper article down 
here suggesting The Unabomber 
is an EF! follower. Looks like some 
shit is coming down. The FBI 
have another pretext for harass- 
ing you poor bastards even more. 
I am sorry, but I feel pessimistic 
on this. Ciao for now, 

— Name withheld as I am sort of 

PAID BY THE FOSSIL FUEL INDUSTRY 


You've got to be kidding me! 

All this stuff I've heard, all this 
press, everything I've read about 
you folks.. .and you're based in 
Eugene! 

It figures. Ha. 

I'm a native Or- 
egonian and a 
graduateofOSU. 
I've been a tree 
farmer all my life. 
I'm into guns, big 
trucks and, yes, 
Ronald Reagan was 
the best president 
I've ever voted for. 
Up in Corvallis you 
Granola-lovin' 
treehuggers were a thorn in 
everyone's side, and we generally 
tried to ignore the crazies that 
lurked the campus posting liberal 
propaganda. My friends and I re- 
ally loathed you folks. 

Recently, my most extreme 
right-wing friend dropped a copy 
of the salvage rider in my lap and 
said he could already hear the 
shovels and picks of you people 


tearing up the logging roads. Not 
long after, he and an old high 
school teacher piled in his old 
Dodge 4x4 and ran supplies to the 
protesters up at Opal Creek so 
they could keep digging. Ha! My 
best friend gone granola! 

The following weekend we 
loaded our trucks and drove to 
Pamelia Road. We wanted pic- 
tures of the trees, of the equip- 
ment. Things to share with the 
world. Unfortunately, all of the 
side roads were conspicuously 
closed. A lot of them were wiped 
out by storms, but we knew which 
ones were clear fairly clear — in- 
cluding Pamelia. 

At the Pamelia gate we saw a red 
and black Chevy S-10 pickup. We 
consulted maps for awhile, be- 
cause the "Road Closed" barri- 
cades and orange cones were 
blocking the road. We waited for 
him to leave before we drove over 
the barricade, and we made sure 
that there was little evidence be- 
hind us that we had gone through . 

Nevertheless, as we stopped to 
traverse a storm-fallen tree just a 
few minutes later, a Forest Service 
truck pulled up behind us. While 
it's likely that it was coincidence, 
it was just too close. He ques- 
tioned us for awhile and said there 
were threats of tree-spikers up in 
the cutting area. He asked us if we 
had tree-spiking equipment and 
we told him truthfully that we 
had no idea what a tree spike even 
looked like. Then he threatened 
to fine us and escorted us off the 
road. He gave us a tip to go to a 
really nice hiking trail. 

When we got there, the trail 
and all the trails and areas around 
it were closed because, the sign 
said, of helicopter logging over- 
head. That means the whole 
friggin' forest was shut down for a 
logging company. It's not news 
that the government has been 


bought out by private enterprise, 
but this blew my cap. We hiked 
the trail through some of the most 
beautiful ancient forest that I've 
ever seen. 

I’ve always been against tree 
spiking. The guy that gets hurt 
isn't the one who’s making mil- 
lions off the deal. I think it would 
be nice to secede from the United 
States, seal the border and shoot 
anybody selling an endangered 
tree. But, I dunno. That may be a 
bit radical. 

Anyway, I hope people realize 
that the environmentalist move- 
ment isn't identified by some- 
thing as inane and insignificant 
as political affiliation. It isn't a 
matter of "the Democrats did this 
and the Republicans did that." It 
is, only to the extent that our 
ancient forests are a pawn in an 
evil party struggle. I'm a Republi- 
can — or, well, a political conser- 
vative — but the fact is I will vote 
against ANY politician that 
doesn’t expressly denounce cut- 
ting our ancient forests. 


People need to know that this 
struggle enjoins and allies people 
from many different background 
and beliefs. Any other assump- 
tion would be counterproductive. 

Thank you for your time. Per- 
haps we will cross paths in the 
woods someday. 

Regards, 

— Chris Gattman 

G ATT@TH ETICS. EUROPA.COM 


Right On, Earth First, 

This is the first time I've had 
the opportunity to Thank you, 
Bless you, and let the ecowarriors 
know that I am constantly 
praying for the struggles that this 
newspaper, and the people who 
are actually at the various 
locations to stop or put a 
temporary halt to the destruction, 
are involved in. As a high school 
teacher I am always informing 
the students about the individual 
roles they can play in helping to 
save our environment. Sadly, I 
don't have finances but I can 
assist by publicizing Earth First’s 
constant vigilance. I will 
resubscribe soon. Bless you all 
and thank you. 

— Chawn 

Dear Friends, 

I thought up a joke about 
Clinton which I hope won't be 
appropriate again: 

Someone told me that Clinton 
has the backbone of a jellyfish. 

I think he should give it back if 
he's not going to use it. 

Here's another joke: 

Did you know the Republicans 
have a suicide watch on Newt 
Gingrich? 

They are afraid he is going to 
shoot his mouth off. 

— Barry Carter 
P.S. Insanity is doing the same thing 
and expecting different results. 


EF!, 

Could you send me a sub again. 
1 lapsed, I moved, 1 resettled. 
Much interested in getting in 
- touch again. Though it is outside 
the scope of the wilderness focus 
I'd found the Green zine Regen- 
eration Synthesis on Dioxins very 
interesting. Near here is virtually 
no "wilderness" but much toxic 
waste in waters, food chains, and 
buildings. Thru reading that zine 
I realized I'd had a PCB solvent 
poured on my head to remove 
epoxy roofing tar and I now pos- 
sibly suffer from chloraene, a skin 
disease. Possibly that relates to 
any problem 1 might have with 
Earth First! as a name since it sets 
up an order and a dichotomy. 
When as strange as we are, we are 
part of earth, and on another 
angle who's going to act against 
their self interest? (people sec- 
ond!)? or last!? Or more accu- 
rately what they misperceive as 
such. I'm not saying 'Everything 
First!’ is a better name but only to 
remind you (as I'm sure you al- 
ready know) that "environmen- 
tal issues" of urgency extend to 
the heart of roadless wilderness 
as well as the heart of the city, 
and the farm. If you avoid atten- 
tion to the latter two realms you'll 
stay true to the Deep Ecology 
philosophy but not the Deep Shit 
reality, and ultimately nothing 
will be solved. 

— Peter Kalberer 

Dear SFB, 

Apparently the Forest Service is 
a little concerned about what their 
employees have been writing on 
their e-mail. The Freddies send 
out an e-mail that says: 

"Lately there have been a few things 
coming across the computer concern- 
ing the possibility of our electronic 
mail files being requested under the 
Freedom of Information Act. This is 
no longer a theoretical discussion. 
According to Sherry Wagner, Restore 
the North Woods has asked for email 
files from the White Mountain NF. 

"We need to remember that the 
Forest Service email is not private, 
not even the "eyes only" stuff. Every- 
thing is supposed to be backed up on 
tape somewhere, even “eyes only" 
messages, and it is subject to FOIA. 

"Do not put into a "Data Gen- 
eral" message, even an "eyes only" 
message, anything that could possi- 
bly come back to haunt you (see "E- 
mail Etiquette, Avoid e-mail that 
bytes back!") 

“One of the famous Longs of Loui- 
siana (may have been Huey Long) 
summed things up like this: "Don't 
write what you can say; don't say 
what you can nod; don't nod what 
you can wink; and don't wink what 
you can smile." 

Sounds like the Forest Service 
has something to hide. FOIAing 
some of their "eyes only" e-mail 
may have some interesting results. 

— McFearSome 


Greetings Activists, 

RE: Friends of the Wolf (FOW) 

This responds to David 
Barbarash's letter regarding 
FOW's campaign to save the 
wolves in BC and the Yukon. 

We are part of a group who 
spent between four and seven 
weeks in the Yukon for FOW's 
1995-1996 winter campaign. 
About 24 activists from four 
countries were there at various 
times. While Barbarash was not 
with us this winter, he partici- 
pated in FOW’s campaign the 
previous year. 

Barbarash compiled an infor- 
mation package that deals largely 
with events he neither observed 
nor experienced. He relied on 
extensive interviews with this 
winter's participants to ensure 
the accuracy of the package. By 
publicizing a disgraceful situa- 
tion involving FOW, Barbarash 
laid himself open to physical 
and legal attack. We commend 
David Barbarash for his efforts 
and agree with his basic theme 
and conclusions. 

We believe that FOW and its 
leadership severely damaged the 
cause of the wolf rescue and re- 
covery in the Yukon. We failed 
to accomplish what we set out to 
accomplish. What could and 
should have been a crown jewel 
of the environmental movement 
was transformed into a shame- 
ful, soul-shattering fiasco. 

Since some two dozen activ- 
ists were involved in the cam- 
paign, it might be averred that 
we should share the shame and 
blame with FOW leadership. Our 
attempts to remedy the situa- 
tion were stymied and the FOW 
leader chose to go home for some 
weeks while continuing to exer- 
cise complete and undisputed 
authority over day to day events, 
finances, equipment and over- 
all strategy (if, indeed, such strat- 
egy existed). We consider him 
principally responsible for the 
debacle. 

If you want to work for the 
wolf, please forget about FOW. 
Our experience indicates you'll 
be squandering your enthusi- 
asm, destroying your idealism, 
shattering your spirits, wasting 
your time and returning home 
financially broke. 

Some of us are trying to repair 
the damage done by FOW. We 
have begun getting in touch with 
other groups that might be active. 
We will report from time to time. 

If you would like a copy of 
Barbarash's information package, 
please contact him at 165-1472 
Commercial Drive, Vancouver, 
BC, V5L 3X9, Canada. 

Listed below are the ex- 
FOWers who participated in 
compiling this letter. 

— Brett Clubbe, Joe Dibee, Mike 
Howell, Steve Paulson, 
Abe Ringel 



CALI YOU RSEtTO 

neip qgg> 

PREVENT 

FOREST FRAUD 



Just Lines on Paper 


UNABOMBER EVIDENCE MOUNTS 

Family members have revealed to private inves- 
tigators that the suspect did indeed wear 
socks. Federal agents found a 1986 quarter, 
similar to this one, in the suspect's cabin - 
a quarter which fits a slot in a local laun- 
dromat's washing machine where the suspect 
could have washed, yes, socks. Irrefutable 
evidence, according to investigators... 
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ftrmefc With Visions 


WEST FORK 


Clear as cut glass 
and just as dangerous 


A MISSING LINK 


My father sky 

And mother earth 

My brothers and my sisters, 

Those playful tributary siblings, 

Likewise, 

My wives 

My mistresses, 

(Those many thousand streams 
and canyons) 

And the children of my old age, 
the canyon off-springs.... 

All 

have given me great strength. 

The blood of their veins 
builds a new age, 

A new continent upon the sea floor — 
Entrada... 

Carmel... 

Navajo... 

Kayenta... 

Wingate... 

Chinle... 

Shinarump... 

Moenkopi... 

Organ Rock... 

What forms of life in future eons 
will note 

The Glen Canyon series 

pinch out and disappeared 
from the strata — 

When the sea bed rises 
One more time... 

To form a new land mass? 


-Katie Lee, 1971 


OUR ASTRONOMERS 

At any moment, that star 
could explode, and they 
wouldn' t notice— 

our astronomers peer 

through unfocused telescopes, 

a trick they learned in college; 



■ umh 
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at any moment, this earth 
could catch fire, and all 
they would see would be 
a slash on a computer screen... 


—Ted Olson, So Far 


all rights reserved to the authors 

Senb Poems to: 

Warrior Poets Society 
flSUC Box 361 
Berkeley, CA 94720-4510 



The wind moves slowly beneath me. 

A dream! 

For this short time I can see everything — 

Crumbling crimson mountain, blue-green Juniper sea 
Silver silky ribbon of creek. 

Spiraling upwards 

I stretch my blue-black arms and sing with 
the place that is me! 

—Jenny Armetta 

ANDREW A PHILLIPSON CENTER 

There’s this goddamn law building 
downtown, and every time 
Every time my feet pad by I wanta yell 
I figure that building 

that building could fuck off well enough 
it’s built just for that I figure 

Lawyers glare at me. They have the truth. 

I have a walkingstick. 

It screams when we go by 
‘cuz god they put palm trees 
they put palm trees under glass 
like zoo like museum 

and when it snows they just watch & get confused 

—Dawn Macdonald 


NY NIGHTMARES 


there’s toxic jelly on the highway 

in Watertown and in Saratoga County 

due to carbon monoxide and ozone pollution 

it isn’t safe to breathe. 

in Fort Edward and Morean 

you can’t drink the water. 

you can’t cook with it, bathe in it, 

inhale its fumes, there’s kerosene in Battenskill 

and in Niagara Falls a young woman 

dies from chlorine gas, 76 others treated 

for inhalation. Love Canal 

is still uninhabitable and in Adirondack Park 

brush is cleared with tordon 101. 

when 250 gallons of copper sulfate 

spills in water supply, Elmira 

switches to another source 

and in West Milton there are 4 

nuclear reactors complete with core 

meltdown potential, waste and leakage. 

acid rain destroys lakes. 

atrazine contaminates ground water. 

NY Bay is a garbage dump for all Manhattan. 

there’s always some corporate executive 
hoping to pacify people 
“Your lives are not in danger,” 
he reports. 

until biopsy’s abnormal. 


— Sallie Ehrman 



Book Review 

The Ulotm of he Royals: A Bhoksn Balance 


REVIEW BY LYNDY WORSHAM AND MARTY BERGOFFEN 

The Wolves of Isle Royale: A Broken Balance by 
Rolf O. Peterson, a wildlife biologist, explores the 
isolated wolf, moose, and other wildlife popula- 
tions that make Lake Superior's Isle Royale a 
unique ecosystem blessed by little hu- 
man disturbance. Dr. Peterson has been 
studying wolf behavior and popula- 
tion fluctuations on Isle Royal since 
the 1970s. 

Dr. Peterson's scientific studies 
are pleasingly holistic and related 
in a simple, concise manner. He 
and his wife examine the entire 
ecosystem of Isle Royale rather 
than isolated species. His pre- 
sentation on wolves is an 
excellent case study of wolf 
behavior and biology. 

Moose arrived on Isle Royale 
in the early 1900s. Wolves ar- 
rived in about 1947, walking 
across the ice when Lake Supe- 
rior froze, setting the stage for a 
classic predator-prey relationship 
in a site not dominated by human 
factors. Durwood Allen, Dr. 

Peterson's predecessor, studied the 
wolves until the 1970s. By examining 
native vegetation before and after the 
arrival of wolves, it was shown that wolves 
keeping a check on the moose population allowed 
for the development of more older forests, thus 
providing a healthier ecosystem overall. In other 
words, predators keep the balance! 

Of recent concern has been a downward popula- 
tion spiral for the wolves. Dr. Peterson explores 
three reasons for this decline. First, Canine parvo 


virus brought over by domestic dogs killed many 
wolves. Canine parvo was blamed as a cause for the 
wolf crash in the 1980s on Isle Royal, but the wolf 
population continued to decline after the virus was 
gone. Second, a deficient food supply was sus- 
pected. The weight of wolves, however, led Dr. 
Peterson to believe that the food supply 
was sufficient. Third, inbreeding due to 
isolation has led to a 50 percent loss of 
genetic diversity compared to main- 
land wolf populations. Molecular 
DNA studies confirmed that Isle 
Royal wolves were in fact falling 
prey to genetic inbreeding, even 
though other species of wildlife 
failed to show any detrimental 
effects. 

The wolves of Isle Royal are 
dying out. The central di- 
lemma of the book is whether 
humans should intervene to 
assist in the wolves' survival. 
In examining this question, 
Dr. Peterson presents two argu- 
ments. The first is Nature Knows 
Best, derived from the works of 
Rachel Carson and Aldo Leopold, 
whose opinions he greatly values. 
This philosophy has been adopted 
as policy by the National Park Service 
for Isle Royale. On the other hand, he 
also supports Daniel Botkin, who says the 
Nature Knows Best argument is an impediment 
to progress in environmental issues. Because our 
minds define nature, Botkin argues, they also decide 
what nature will look like, which leads to a need to 
intervene and help the natural world be more natu- 
ral. This argument is supported by evidence that 
there were no moose or wolves on Isle Royale for at 


least 4,000 years before Europeans arrived, and thus 
our intervention led to the colonization by these 
species. Therefore, since they are not "native" the 
National Park Service policy of Nature Knows Best is 
at best problematic. 

Dr. Peterson argues that extinction of isolated 
populations such as these wolves is a natural pro- 
cess, and we have the choice to either resist extinc- 
tion or let it occur. In addition, he points to global 
warming, which may prevent the formation of an 
ice bridge from the mainland during winter. Such 
cold winters originally provided the wolves with 
access to Isle Royale. (On the other hand, it is inter- 
esting to note that moose, being deathly afraid of ice, 
most probably swam the 10 miles to Isle Royale!) 

One problem with Dr. Petersons' arguments is 
that part of his interest in assisting these wolves is 
so that he may gratify his own ego by continuing 
to study them. This is, of course, the classic prob- 
lem with humans and nature: many humans, in- 
cluding far too many scientists, continue to believe 
that nature is an instrumentality for humans, not 
a life force of itself to be honored. "Of what value 
is a laboratory without subjects?" Dr. Peterson 
queries. So while Dr. Peterson is right in his conclu- 
sion that we should help the Isle Royale wolves, he 
is right for (at least partially) the wrong reasons. In 
fact, the reason we should work to preserve wolves 
on Isle Royale is that we have done such severe and 
egregious damage to wolves everywhere, not just 
on Isle Royale. 

Overall, this book was enjoyable and did an excel- 
lent job raising the moral dilemmas faced by mod- 
ern wildlife biologists. Although Dr. Peterson may 
be partially blinded by the value of his own scien- 
tific inquiries, he is an excellent writer and included 
many valuable photographs and maps to help ex- 
plain Isle Royale's unique ecology. 



SUPPORT YOUR “ROADPECKER” LOCAL! 


While we’d like to find a rich benefactor or 
two, in the meantime we’ll peddle ... 
Unbelievable Goods from the Cascadia 
Forest Defenders! 

(all prices postage paid) 

• “Roadpecker” (olive, natural) t-shirt $12 

• “Cascadia Free State/Warner Creek” 
tie-dye hemp (dude!) hpgRysapR $8 

• “Last Chance for the Umpqua” 

“How Can I Believe” videos $12 

Cascadia Forest Defenders, FOB 11122, 
Eugene, OR, 97440; e.mail: mickey@efn.org 
We ain’t no 501 c3, so buy our stuff to keep us 
in tools and gas. 

Check out the CFD homepage at http:// 
darkwing.uoregon.edu/~cnoblitt 



KoaD Pecke/^ 


"HEART JUMP BOUQUET," 
"BUT THIS ISN’T EL SALVADOR," 
"CHILD'S VOICE" 

TRUDELL 

"FABLES & OTHER REALITIES," 

'TRIBAL VOICE," "AKA GRAFFITI MAN" 

"John Trudell's music is unique and unforgettable, he has the distinction of 
being one of the most prominent political musicians of our time. " 
Trudell, performs in his traditional "spoken word" style accompanied by an 
indigenous traditional preindustrial-strength rock band! 

Rant and Roll with an Attitude! 

Tapes: $1 2 each, $1 .00 S&H Visit John TrudeH's Home Page on the 

(additional tapes add ,75c per tape to S&H) Native American internet website 

Send cheque or money order to: PLANET PEACE 

LaBar & Assoc., C/O Planet Peace e-mail: amt@teleport.com 

Box 19674, Portland, OR 97280 http://www.teleport.com/~amt/planetpeace/ 





the monthly magazine 
of the student & 
youth environmental 
movement 


Provides up-to-date news & in-depth discussion from 
the environmental 8c social justice movements. 
Regular features include: 

• Analysis on environmental issues, strategies, &. tactics; 
• Organizing advice, resources, and contacts; 

• The latest on student activism. 



Subscriptions arc $20/ycar. For information, contact: 
SEAC • P.O. Box 1168 • Chapel Hill, NC 27514-1168 
919-967-4600 • 800-700-SEAC • seac@igc.apc.org 


Bargain Basement 


RRR '95 Tank Tops 


$7 




front: 



back: 


t 

I 

I EAR! 

BRING BACK THE GRIZ 

Remaining Sizes/Colors: XL black tanks; XL, L & M purple tanks; XXL teal tanks. 
All shirts are $7, including 1st class shipping. Checks payable to Round Earth Society. 

Round Earth Society, PO Box 4796, Areata, CA 95518; (707) 825-7088 
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EF! Northeast Spring Rendezvous 

May 18-19 

Earth First! in the northeast US will hold its spring gathering in the White 
Mountain National Forest in New Hampshire. All are welcome to this event on 
May 18-19 near the site of the Kearsarge North Timber Sale. 

Camping will be primitive, so bring proper gear (who knows what the weather 
will be?), insect repellent, cooking utensils, food, water (there is a brook for 
those who want to boil or filter water), libations and musical instruments. 
Directions from the south: 

Take route 1 6/302 north through North Conway. Pass a slew of motels, restaurants 
and gift shops. Look for the Intervale Motel on the right. Slow down after you see the 
motel. There will be a set of railroad tracks, the Vista County Store, and a road 
IMMEDIATELY after the store leading uphill. This road is Hurricane Mountain Road 
Turn right onto it and follow it uphill. After about 1 mile, Kearsarge Road intersects 
Hurricane Mountain Road; continue straight on Hurricane Mountain Road. The 
Kearsarge North Trail is approximately half a mile further on the left. Hike up the trail 
and look for signs of granola-crunching tree-huggers... We expect to camp off the trail 
somewhere. The sight will be marked. 

For more info contact Andy at (603) 886-0520 or write to Central New 
England Earth First! at POB 708, Littleton, MA 01460; e-mail: owl@grolen.com. 

TO IE IF 8 SUMM11 ©ATIS1IEM1© 
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BC's Grizzly Crisis Now on Video 

Following more than two years of lobbying by conservationists, the British 
Columbia government recently announced the "Future of the Grizzly," the 
province's first "management strategy" for grizzly bears. A major disappointment 
for halting the destruction and killings, the new plan is scoring big PR points for 
the BC government and the NBA's Vancouver Grizzlies. A new 20-minute video 
by the Nelson-based Grizzly Project slams the plan, while providing an overview 
of the human pressures that will make the grizzly bear an endangered species in 
British Columbia unless we collectively force the issue. 

Each year in the province as many as 700 grizzlies are killed. The remaining 
population is estimated at 3,000 to 13,000 (a scientific population study has 
never been conducted). 

The video was produced by Cold Mountain, Cold Rivers, and the Grizzly 
Project, and introduces the following topics: Myths, Marketing and Manipula- 
tion; Human Expansion; Industrial Exploitation of Habitat; Parks: Sanctuaries 
or Illusions?; and Trophy Hunting and Poaching. Spectacular wilderness 
footage is overlaid with views of habitat devastation and hunters, as well as 
interviews with First Nations activists, grizzly biologists, fence-sitting politi- 
cians, and bench-sitting NBA basketball players. 

Copies of the video are being distributed throughout North America. Show "A 
Future for the Grizzly?" in your area. Help get the word out about the plight of 
the grizzly and the need for protection of BC's wild spaces. Videos and viewers' 
guides are available for a donation ($15 or what you can pay). Contact the 
Grizzly Project, Box 957, Nelson, BC VI L 6A5; phone/fax (604) 355-BEAR; 
e-mail: grizzly@worldtel.com. 


Earth First! (UK) is holding its Summer Gathering in a remote but accessible 
part of North Wales. The goals of the gathering are to teach people new 
campaigning skills, act as a forum for debate and to introduce new people to 
direct action. Whether you're a hardened eco-nutter, or new and still sane, 
there'll be plenty to learn and lots of new people to meet. 

There'll be over a hundred training workshops and discussions throughout 
the gathering. These will cover areas such as self defence, tree climbing, 
discussions on developing the ecological direct action movement, setting up a 
new group, first aid, basic ecology, and the history of previous UK struggles. 
There will also be presentations by active eco-groups in the UK and from abroad. 

On Monday the 17th, there will be an action and on Tuesday the 18th we've 
planned ecological restoration work. People are welcome to come and go 
throughout the week, but those wishing to stay for the whole event are advised 
to arrive Tuesday (11th) because workshops will start Wednesday morning. 

Please note that this is NOT a festival. It is a gathering of those involved or 
interested in direct action in defence of the earth. There will be no sound systems, 
but there will be acoustic bands in the evening. Although the site is legal it's exact 
location will not be announced until Monday the 10th (not for the benefit of the 
police but to stop it from becoming a free festival). For more details on public 
transport facilities, getting there by road and regional transport coordinators ring 
0171 249 9114. If you would like to receive a flier with more details on the event 
send a SASE to: EF! Gathering flier, PO Box 7, Cardiff, CF2 4XX, UK. Bring shelter, 
warm waterproof clothes (just in case), boots, cutlery, plates and mugs. You'll 
need money for food from the vegan cafe or you can cater for yourself. The 
gathering is free but they'll be asking for a donation of stlglO. See you there! 


The BLF Shark Campaign 

and How You Can Get Involved 

The Biodiversity Legal Foundation (BLF) has begun a campaign designed to 
educate consumers and retailers on the serious threat facing many shark 
populations today. 

Shark fillets and shark cartilage pills are the most commonly sold shark 
products. Sharkskin cowboy boots, wallets and other vanity items can be 
found as well. You can help the BLF in its shark conservation efforts by 
reporting establishments that sell shark "products." The BLF will send them 
a letter requesting that the shark product(s) be discontinued. The letter will 
inform the establishment of the current crisis facing ocean ecosystems and 
the implications for sharks. 

Despite documented declines, retailers remain unaware and continue to sell 
shark parts. The BLF believes that it can educate the retailers of the peril facing 
these magnificent marine predators. 

To report a business with shark products on the menu or on its shelves, 
please contact the Biodiversity Legal Foundation at Suite F, 2004 8th St., 
Boulder, CO 80302; (303) 443-5518. We will send you a copy of the letter we 
send to the establishment you report. 


Third Annual 
Forest Activist 
Training Week 
June 10-16 

The Eastern North America Native 
Forest Network continues its annual 
spring tradition by hosting the third 
annual Forest Activist Training Week, 
June 10-16, at the Green Mountain 
Popular Education Center in 
Vermont's remote and beautiful 
Northeast Kingdom. 

A full seven days long, this training 
session covers such topics as: 

• Northeast forest defense campaigns 

• Climbing with ropes 

• Orienteering and map reading 

• Night hiking 

• Nonviolent civil disobedience 

• History of the civil disobedience 

movement in this country 

• Fun with bicycle locks 

• Banner making and hanging 

• Strategic action planning 

• Fundraising 

• Legal realities for activists 

• Philosophies of activism 

• Action role-plays 

• Much, much more! 

We operate the Training Week as 
though we are at an active forest base 
camp. You will need your own camp- 
ing gear. 

If you are new to forest campaigning, 
these training weeks are a great way to 
meet Northeast forest organizers 
and get plugged in. 

For more information and an applica- 
tion, please call us at (802) 863-0571 or 
write the Forest Activist Training Week, 
c/o NFN at POB 57, Burlington, VT 
05402; or e-mail: nfnena@igc.apc.org. 
Space is limited so contact us ASAP. 


INTERNATIONAL TEAK WEEK July 1-7 

Teak has been overexploited throughout its natural range. The remaining 
commercially exploitable quantities of native teak are found in Burma. 

In the US, teak is used for indoor and outdoor furniture, interior trim, boat trim 
and decking, and small consumer items like spice racks and napkin holders. 

What You Can Do: Organize a teak rally between July 1 and 7. 

Find stores near you that sell teak products. Write to the heads of these 
companies asking them to cease selling teak (and mahogany). 

For campaign information contact Rainforest Relief at POB 281, Red Bank, NJ 
07701,(908) 842-6030; e-mail: relief@igc.apc.org; or Rainforest Relief - Portland, 
1623 SE 52nd Ave., Portland, OR 97215; (503) 236-3031. 


JUiwcninL id i he juuniciL 


People for the Wolves! 

Show your support lor the Lobo and irritate ami-wolf extremists 
with a great new bumpersticker from the Public Lands Action Network. 

The bumpersticker features a red background with bold white letters that 
read: People for the Wolves! 

Proceeds from the sale of the bumperstickers will help support Lobo 
reintroduction efforts m the Southwest. The cost is three dollars each or 
2 for five dollars. Send your check or money order to Public Lands Action 
Nelwork. P.0. Box 9701, Santa Fe. NM 87504. 


World Animal 
Awareness Week 
June 18-24 

1996 

March for 
the Animals 

BE A VOICE FOR THE VOICELESS! 

Be part of the largest gathering of 
advocates in the history of the animal 
rights movement. Join tens of 
1 thousands of activists and movement 
leaders from around the world to 
expose the untold suffering endured 
by millions of animals every day. 

Comprised of an international 
march on Washington, DC, the three 
day World Congress for Animals, a 
Celebrity Gala and more, World 
Animal Awareness Week promises to 
be a historical event. 

Don’t miss it! 

For more information contact the 
National Alliance for Animals, POB 
77196, Washington, DC 20013-7196; 
(703) 810-1085, fax 810-1089. 


HE RE AXT ! 



A QUALITY STODIO RECOROiNG 
o-e c\ n£x>-c^volir7 guy I 
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Rtjt-ce! ftewc'.lUcyc'c (,erc 

1,1 LCoth£ wop, k 5 1 $11-00 



Page 34 Earth First! Beltane 1996 


International 
Earth Nights 

JULY 12-14 

THE ANIMALS’ REVENGE! 

The Earth Liberation Front has 
called for international Earth Night 
actions aimed at the liberation of the 
other species of the Earth, those who 
are being disregarded in the way that 
they are treated, through torture or 
the destruction of their habitats and 
the decimation of their numbers. We 
call upon all animal liberators in ev- 
ery country to come together these 
nights and target those who perpetu- 
ate this carnage and suffering. No 
matter what the target, be it vivisec- 
tion labs, fur farms, hunting farms, 
whaling nations, live exports, etc., 
come together and get the job done. 
By hitting all at once we can really 
send home our message that it's time 
for the cages to be open, and for those 
who have no voice to be respected. 

As always, we ask for no injury to 
life, just hit their pockets. 

—EARTH LIBERATION FRONT 


100 Days of Action 

"100 Days of Action" is a proposed 
national campaign to give regional 
direct action campaigns national 
exposure in the 100 days leading up to 
the November Presidential election. 
Local groups, using a network of 
activists throughout the country, will 
be able to publicize their actions and 
campaigns throughout every locality. 
Individual groups will be able to 
publicize on a national level their local 
environmental horrors and the 
campaigns against these atrocities. The 
campaign will run from July 29 until 
Election Day, November 5. 

Our goal is to give environmental 
destruction widespread national 
exposure during the various election 
campaigns. Currently we are in the 
process of building coalitions across the 
country to give this campaign the base 
of support necessary for success. 

With a project of this scale we need 
as much support as possible. If you 
can help please contact us at: 100 Days 
of Action, POB 344, Santa Cruz, CA 
95061; (408) 425-3205 


With the onset of Spring, the legal 
killing of Black Bears has resumed in 



Again this year, Bear Watch has 
stepped up its efforts to defend the 
great bruin. The ongoing campaign 
combines public outreach with a wide 
spectrum of direct action strategies. 

CALL 1 (800) 636-5501 FOR MORE 
INFORMATION OR WRITE; 

BEAR WATCH, #201 
1472 COMMERCIAL DR. 
(tti. VANCOUVER, BC 

BSwSh C,N#BA 


End Corporate Dominance of the Earth! 

"The earth isn't dying. It's being killed, and the people killing it have names and 
addresses. " — Utah Phillips 

He also sang "Dump the Bosses Off Your Backs," and that is what we intend 
to do on May 20. The time has come to draw the connection between all of our 
campaigns on environmental issues, all the battles in our individual neighbor 
hoods — that connecting thread, that common enemy being corporate greed! 

We plan to coordinate actions nationally against corporate destruction of the 
earth We need to challenge the prevailing view that we are somehow stuck with 
the power that corporations wield. The plan involves compiling and conduct- 
ing research on a “dirty dozen" corporations, sharing that information and 
launching campaigns against those targets. We need YOU! Your ideas, your 
organizing, your participation, and your body when May 20 rolls around. 

We want to make this a coalition effort, reaching out to labor, social change 
and human rights groups, but with Earth First! spearheading it with a strong 
biocentric message. Dump the corporations off Mother Earth's back! 

Contact Oregon Project, c/o Blue Mts. Biodiversity Project, HCR 82, Fossil, OR 
97830; (408) 425-4422; e-mail: earthfirst@igc.apc.org (Subject: end corp dom). 


CASCADIAN " CIRQUE de SALVAGE " SUMMER 


The key is to embrace one hairball idea, run with it, and try not to fight over 
your audience. This is not a roadshow, more like a travelling circus/insurrec- 
tion. We are only proposing these places and dates; N. Coast EF!, SWEF!, and the 
Blue Heron mob are up for it. Anyone else? Each watershed could plan trainings, 
music events, actions, and whatever to showcase their lovely home ground. We 
need organizers, musicians, volunteers and contact people in watersheds that 
want the circus to come to their town. 


June 1-2+ 

June 7-9+ 
June 10-13 

June 14 

June 15-20 

June 17 
June 20 
June 22 

June 23-28 

June 29 


Six Rivers, Klamath event with the Baja-istas. Music, good brew from 
Anarchy Ale, and a chance to serve notice collectively to a couple of 
forests that the times, they have a' changed! 

Contact: N. Coast EF! (707) 825-7088 

Raging fun in the Siskiyous. China Left could be the happenin' 
site. Put yer camis on and stay a while! 

Romp through the forests of your choice. Think about floating the 
Illinois or North Umpqua. Be a pest; infest an active timber sale in 
the Siuslaw! 

Music and festing with the Cascadians on some sandy Willamette 
beach in the capitol of cami, the temple of tie-dye, shangri-la of 
separatists — Eugene! Contact: SWEF! (541) 343-7305 
Join theCascadian Expeditionary Flotilla as it launches on Salem. 
A floating strategizing/socializing/outreaching/educating/media 
extravaganza! Dances on the sand, music, fires, food! Should 
senatorial candidates be allowed? 

Corvallis. Press conference, music, Coast Range stuff. 

Salem. Take the Capitol Bldg. Press conference, music, of course. 
Portland/Mt. Hood. Rally in the woods? Take a bridge? Take a ship!? 
Contact: Blue Heron EF! (Ivan) 503/282-7487 
Hot time in Washington. Olympic N.F.? Port o' Tacoma? Take the 
Space Needle? Annex Western BC as part of Cascadia! 

Wake up late, pack up, head to the Salmon River breaks. Rendezvous! 


Everyone should come self-sufficient. Hopefully each stop would be sup- 
ported by scrounging/diving the local resources and plugging the results into 
a circus kitchen. Campsites need to be set up by the regionals, as well. This could 
(should) be a sizable chunk of chaos and shouldn't (couldn't) be housed easily. 

All dates and locations are flexible. Call SWEF! at (541) 343-7305 for updates. 


Enviro Harassment Reporting Line Launched 

An environmentalist in Washington State has a noose dangled in front of her 
at a public meeting, and is told, "this is a message for you." A Forest Service 
District Ranger in Nevada first escapes a bombing at his office, then another in 
his vehicle parked outside his home. Following a militia meeting in a nearby 
town, a rural activist known for her opposition to a proposed gold mine sees a 
man in camouflage marching up and down her street with a rifle. A Navajo 
activist at the forefront of efforts to halt logging on tribal lands is found dead 
under mysterious circumstances. 

There has been an escalation of violence and harassment in connection with 
conflicts over the environment. In addition to these examples, many environ- 
mentalists, government agency employees and others are routinely subjected 
to intimidation. The "Wise Use" movement, militias and other anti-govern- 
ment extremists bear some responsibility for this violence and harassment. 
Threats to targeted individuals and the growing problem of harassment have 
caused many to withdraw from civic participation, compromising democracy. 

To provide relief for those suffering from harassment and to ultimately 
change the situation, the Western States Center has created a resource and 
reporting phone line to serve the West. Callers will be provided with informa- 
tion on legal rights, personal and organizational security, and community 
responses to the violence. Reports of violence and harassment will be collected. 
The Center will analyze data gathered and publish their findings. 

The Western States Center is a non-profit, non-partisan research and training 
institute. Our vision is of a vital and effective grassroots democracy with 
informed citizens mobilized to confront important public policy challenges. 
Since 1992, the Western States Center's work has included research and 
education on the business and ideological interests in the Wise Use movement. 

The Harassment and Reporting Line can be reached at (503) 228-8859. 


1996 Forest 
Reform Rally 

Announcing the 10th Annual Forest 
Reform Rally, to be held May 24-27, 
1996 in Poplar Springs, Alabama. The 
site lies within the Bankhead National 
Forest, with its contrast of beautiful 
old-growth-lined canyons and pine 
farm plantation travesties. 

The Forest Reform Network sponsors 
the rally each year, and this year's 
rally is hosted by The Bankhead 
Monitor, Sierra Club Southern 
Appalachian Highlands Ecoregion 
Task Force, and Heartwood. 

This year's rally will focus on 
campaign reform and air pollution 
and will involve many aspects of the 
forest reform movement including: 
national forests, private land 
management, corporate welfare, 
legislation, regional strategies, chip 
mills, paper consumption, Forest 
Service plan revisions, and Native 
American perspectives. 

For registration information contact 
the Bankhead Monitor at POB 117, 
Moulton, AL 35650; (205) 974-7678; 
e-mail: waruk@aol.com. 


Salvage Mania/ 
Forest Health 
Hoax Week 
May 13-17 

This week of actions will be focused 
on countering the Salvage Rider and 
exposing the phony arguments 
associated with forest health. 

It is imperative that our movement 
rally around the forests that were set 
aside in the public trust. These are 
where almost all of the 5 to 10 percent 
of original forests left in the US are 
found. It's time for all groups and 
individuals to start facing some of 
these timber sales on the ground. 

To plug into this week of actions, 
there are many different approaches to 
consider, ranging from media field tours, 
aerial overflights, educational 
presentations, forest monitoring 
expeditions, press conferences, public 
rallies, political protests and/or direct 
action involving nonviolent civil 
disobedience. 

If you or your organization wants 
to go on the offensive this spring, 
please contact the Native Forest 
Network at POB 8251, Missoula, MT 
59807; (406) 542-7343, fax 542-7347; 
nfnconferenc@igc.apc.org. 


Campfire Poems 
Wanted 

We are now taking submissions of 
Earth First! campfire poems. 

Earth First! because it will be hard- 
core biocentric. Campfire because it 
will be able to be read around the 
campfire — humor and drama help. 

We need poems but we also need 
graph ics and donations ($ $) to help us 
get this project off the ground. 

So please, if you enjoy the pleasures 
of the spoken word, if you're a believer 
in the power of poetry to change 
things, contribute! 

Send poems, graphics, donations to 
EF! Campfire Poems, c/o Dennis, ASUC 
Box 361, Berkeley, CA 94720-4510. 
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Proceeds from the sale of these goodies go to supporting the Earth First! Journal. 

By purchasing music and books you also support the musicians and authors active in the fight to save the wild. 


T-Sli±rts 


( All t-shirts are 100% cotton and available 
in medium, large and extra large; 
for XX large add $3) 

Free the Earth 

Multi-color on Turquoise — $12 

Earth First Tools 

Black on Unbleached — $10 

No Fucking Compromise 

White on Black — $12 

Earth First! Fist 

Green on Unbleached — $10 
Black on Kelly Green or Red — $12 
Multi-color on Forest Green — $13.50 
Multi-color on Black — $13.50 


Earth First! Songbook 

Lvrics the whole family will love! 

77 songs/33 artists/guitar chords/info — $10 

ECODEFENSE: A Field Guide to 
Monkeywrenching 

By Dave Foreman and Bill Haywood 
Extensively revised, expanded third edition. 

Get ’em while we got ’em! Ned Ludd Books, 

350 pages — $18 

The Monkey Wrench Gang 

By Edward Abbey 

Join Bonnie, Doc, Seldom and Hayduke on an epic 
monkeywrenching adventure. A must-read for any up 
and coming Earth First! er. Fiction, 387 pages — $6 

A Sand County Almanac 

By Aldo Leopold 

Absolutely the best book ever written. 

Buy a copy for your mom or dad. 

Special Commemorative Edition, 295 pages — $9 


Visualize Direct Action 

Black and White on Unbleached — $10 


. & 
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A Higher Law: 

Unbroken Wilderness Forever 

Multi-color on Unbleached — $12 


Timber Wars and Other Writings 

By Judi Bari 

Judi's collection of essays describes life in defense 
of the forest and opposing logging of old- growth 
redwoods in northern California. 344 pages — $12 

Waste of the West: 

Public Lands Ranching 

By Lynn Jacobs 

This monster of a book tells you everything you ever 
wanted to know about cows in the West. Contact list, 
statistics, 500- item bibliography, index, over 1,000 
illustrations (photos, cartoons, graphics, charts, 
maps) Large coffee table edition, 602 pages — $28 

Wilderness on the Rocks 

By Howie Wolke 

Wolke argues with logic and passion that our 
undeveloped public lands are wilderness on the 
rocks — scenic areas that lack ecological integrity 
and do not provide the necessary habitat for 
species survival. Tables, black and white photos, 
bibliography. Ned Ludd Books, 240 pages — $15 


You Want Some of This? 


Earth First! Fist Caps (cotton, adjustable) $10 
Tan • Brown Forest Camo • Green Forest Camo • Desert Canto 

Earth First! Fist Patch $2.50 

Rubber Stamps (1 1 / 2 ” X 2” wood block) Earth First! Fist • Earth First! Tools $5 

Silent Agitators (1 1/8” round) 30/$1.50 
Earth First! Fist • Earth First! Tools • No Deal, Assholes 

Window Stickers (3” round) Earth First! Fist 4/$l • No Cows 6/$l 

FREE TABLOIDS!!! 

NEW! Earth First! Primer • EF! Trinkets and Snake Oil • Kids for Konservation 
War On The Bear • Voluntary Human Extinction • Bitchin ’ Times 
Western Shoshone Defense Project • Predators • Cascadia Rising! 


You can put these on someone else's cap too (hint, hint). 

$1 each, except as marked 

•AMERICAN WILDERNESS: 

LOVE IT OR LEAVE IT ALONE 
•ANOTHER MORMON ON DRUGS 
•COPULATE DON’T POPULATE 
•DARWIN (words inside tish w/ legs) 
•DEVELOPERS GO BUILD IN HELL 
•DON’T LIKE ENVIRONMENTALISTS? 

PUT THEM OUT OF WORK 
•DREAM BACK THE BISON, 

SING BACK THE SWAN 
•EARTH FIRST! 

•ESCHEW SURPLUSAGE 
•FIGHT THE POWER! 

•GET LIVESTOCK OFF OUR PUBLIC LANDS 

(on cheap paper @ .50 ea.) 

•HAYDUKE LIVES! 

•HUNT COWS, NOT BEARS 
•HUNTERS DID A COW GET YOUR ELK? 

•I’D RATHER BE MONKEYWRENCHING 
•I’LL TAKE MY BEEF POACHED, THANKS 
•LOVE YOUR MOTHER, ' 

DON’T BECOME A FATHER 
•LOVE YOUR MOTHER, DON’T BECOME ONE 

•NATIVE (w/ blue and green earth graphic) 

•NATURE BATS LAST 

•NOT POLITICALLY CORRECT 

•PAY YOUR RENT, WORK FOR THE EARTH 

•QUESTION TECHNOLOGY 

•REAL MEN-DON’T SHOOT WOLVES 

•REAL MEN-GET VASECTOMIES 

•RESIST MUCH, OBEY LITTLE 

•SAVE THE DAMMED SALMON 

•SAVE THE WILD 

•STOP CLEARCUTTING 

(on regular vinyl) 

•STOP CLEARCUTTING 

(on cheap paper @ .50 ea.) 

•STOP PUBLIC LANDS RANCHING 

(on cheap paper § .50 ea.) 

•STOP THE FOREST SERVICE, 

SAVE OUR WILD COUNTRY 
•SUBVERT THE DOMINANT PARADIGM 
•THANK YOU FOR NOT BREEDING 
•THINK GLOBALLY, ACT LOCALLY 
•VISUALIZE INDUSTRIAL COLLAPSE 


BACK ISSUES 

'Member back when Dave 
Foreman wasn't a sell-out, 
Sierra Clubbing politician? 
Relive those halcion days 
through the slightly yellowed 
pages of EF! Journal back issues. 
Back issues are only $2 for '90s 
(weak Missoula days) editions 
and $3 for the rare '80s (Uncle 
Dave rules supreme!) editions. 
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Austin Lounge Lizards 

Witty, intelligent, country-western parody. Lizard 
songs poke fun at everything worth poking fun at. 

NEW! “Small Minds” 

“Paint Me on Velvet” 

“Lizard Vision” -LIVE* 

“Creatures From the Black Saloon” 
“Highway Cafe of the Damned” 

Tapes — $10 • CD — $15 

Darryl Cherney 

Earth First! organizer, songwriter and performer, 

Darryl is an Earth First! living legend (gag!). 

“Timber” Tape — $12 

“They Sure Don’t Make Hippies 

Like They Used To” Tape — $12 

“I Had to be Born This Century” Tape — $12 

Alice DiMicele 

One of Oregon’s most talented musicians. Alice 
celebrates love and life with her powerful voice. 
“Naked” Tape— $12 • CD— $15 
“Too Controversial” Tape — $12 • CD — $15 
“Searching” Tape— $12 • CD— $15 
“Make a Change” Tape — $12 
“It’s a Miracle” Tape — $12 

EXIT-13 

A green, psychedelic GRIND band from 
Pennsylvania that advocates monkeywrenching, 
vegetarianism and hemp legalization. 

“Don’t Spare the Green Love” 

“Ethos Music” CDs — only $10 

Robert Hoyt 

With his southern folk sound, biting lyrics and 
virtuoso guitar mastery, Robert is a favorite at 
rendezvous campfires. 

“Dumpster Diving Across America” 

Tape— $12 • CD— $15 

“As American As You” Tape — $12 


Greg Keeler 

Marvelous country-folk satire. Greg Keeler’s wit 
must be heard to be fully appreciated and 
laughed at. 

“Songs of Fishing, Sheep 
and Guns in Montana” Tape — $10 
“Talking Sweet Bye & Bye” Tape — $10 
“Bad Science Fiction” Tape — $10 
“Post-Modern Blues” Tape — $10 
“Enquiring Minds” Tape — $10 

Dana Lyons 

Dana’s soulful voice and strong guitar convey a 
powerful and often humorous message. 

“Turn of the Wrench” Tape — $12 • CD — $15 
“Animal” Tape — $12 
“At Night They Howl at the Moon” 
Environmental songs for kids with John Seed 
Tape— $12 • CD— $15 

Bill Oliver 

Texan Bill Oliver sings rollicking Earth First! 
classics that have become favorite sing-alongs. 
“Texas Oasis” Tape — $10 

Lone Wolf Circles 

A magical journey into the wilderness with 
poetry and music. 

“Oikos” Tape— $ 1 2 • CD— $ 1 5 

Peg Millett 

A longtime Earth First! activist and convicted 
felonious monkeywrencher. Peg has one of the 
most beautiful voices you’ll ever hear. 

“Clear Horizon” Tape— $12 • CD— $17 
The CD contains all songs from the tape plus 
eleven songs from Gentle Warrior. 

“Gentle Warrior” Tape — $12 



Ned Mudd 

and his Rustic Band 

Fine Time in America is neither politically or 
technologically correct. Many of the songs were 
recorded quasi-live in a bumed-out warehouse. 
“Fine Time In America” Tape — $ 9 

Casey Neill 

With inspiring, Earth-based lyrics and jamming 
guitar, Casey’s a favorite Northwest musician 
and an uncompromising Earth First! activist, 
“riffraff’ Tape — $12 • CD — $15 
“Pawprints” is currently unavailable 

Joanne Rand 

Joanne’s strong and versatile voice climbs and 
dances through her inspirational songs and music. 
“Home” Tape — $12 

“Choosing Sides” Tape — $12* CD — $15 
“The Monkey-Puzzle” CD — $15 

Walkin' Jim Stoltz 

Walkin’ Jim’s deep, powerful voice and wilderness- 

inspired lyrics will launch a howl in your heart. 

“The Vision” Tape — $10 

“A Kid for the Wild” Tape— $10 

“Listen to the Earth” Tape — $10 

“Forever Wild” Tape — $10 

“Spirit Is Still On The Run” Tape — $10 



Tree 

Throb and thrash to the rage and passion of 
TREE. Their hardcore version of reality is sure 
to warp yours — for the better. This tape is 
available only in the Earth First! Journal. 

“Earth First!, Profits Last!” Tape — $7 


I 1 

Earth First! Merchandise Order 

Clip and send to: Earth First! Merchandise, FOB 1415, Eugene, OR 97440 USA 


Quantity Description Color Size Price 





































NAME 

STREET TOTAL 



CITY STATE ZIP COUNTRY 

Allow 4-5 weeks for delivery. Call us at (541 ) 741-9191 if you haven ’t received your order. Please use this form for ordering. Thanks! 
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1996 Calendar 


Wrench in the rest of the 
year with the 

Earth First! CALENDAR 

New Anniversaries! 

New Photos! 
and now... 

only $6 or $10 lor 2 

(to order o calender use the form on page 371 


^Tradition Bond<$j> 

AMERICAN-MADE 
TREE-FREE PAPER 

10% Heinp/10% Esparto Grass/6o% Agricultural 

By-Product/20% Post-Consumer 

By using this paper you become a participant in the solution tocutling 


of 1 .5 billion tons of agricultural waste that's taxing our landfills. 

Save the Forests! Demand Tree-Free Paper! 
A QUALITY AND EARTH-FRIENDLY PRODUCT 

Milled in the United States for use in photocopiers & laserprinters. 
Call us for your paper needs. Wholesale orders welcome 

1 - 800 - 309-2974 

"A New Product for a New Eta" 

Tradition Bond, "* /Voir wood Paper Products 
MM) Willamette St *367, P.ugcnc, OR 97401 
Phone: 503/342-2974 Fax: 503/687-7744 



Itei 
Stff 

1 

V ’v v 1 


its bDvr? t 


Wanted: Blood Transfusion 

All this front-line journalism comes with its physical costs. The 
EF! Journal staff is diminishing in size and energy. We need 
another warm body with fresh blood and ideas to reinvigurate the 
staff into the 21st century. Write us (quick!) here at the Journal. 




THE NEXT ELECTION IS NOT 
ABOUT WHO BECOMES PRESIDENT 
IT'S ABOUT WHICH 

CORPORATIONS 


AMERICA! 

The Corporate Comrades are going all out in their sleazy quest to 
own America. Forget health and safety; forget the environment; 
forget free speech and liberty. 

^fc. GREED Before Honor is their motto. ^ Money is their god.^fc. 

How can a nation who's leaders are elected by corporate money 
call itself a democracy? 

Only you can prevent fools from destroying America! 

For more information: Call a right-wing Republican near you! 

Politic*! *d by the American Rustics 


>*r*r*r*r*n**r»ntc*r*c*r*c*r»c*c*r'' 


Hill 



mml 

Mmi 


H-U*M-A*N-U*R«E 

HANDBOOK 

A GUIDE TO COMPOSTING HUMAN MANURE 

1995 by J. C. Jenkins 

198 pages, paperbound, indexed, illustrated. 

How to recycle human feces and 
/s'-!/', y urine, or humanure, without the 
( ~ vY ' 1 neec * f° r money, chemicals, tech 

l © J nology, odors, or environmental 
V pollution. 


A moving book. “The ultimate m bathroom 
reading." “A lot of *— i t" “After reading this 
book you’ll never flush a toilet with indiffer- 
ence again.” “Anyone who cares about the 
earth and wants to stop being part of our 
modem fhrow-away society should read this 
book.” “A dangerous piece of writing.” 
i “One of the most amazing and informa- 
V the (and useful) books we have seen." 
> v “A good read for anyone ready to 
^ / entertain the possibility of more 

J fully integrating him or herself into 
A the ecosystem.” “Witty and engaging.” 
/i “Passionate, cogently reasoned, humor- 
17 ous, frequently irreverent” “One of the 
Jr most serious and humorous, well 

I researched yet humble, and motivating 
C works I have read.” “A sh— ty book.” 

S18.00 PPD; ORDER FROM: JENKINS 
^PUBLISHING, DEPT. EF. PO BOX 607, 
r — GROVE CITY. PA 16127 USA 



Wild Rockies RevieWlThc Gem of the Mountains" ( Isadora Duncan) 
The Wild Rockies Review is a freely distributed, nonprofit 
quarterly rag from your friends at Wild Rockies EF! We accept 
submissions that further biocentrism, direct action, industrial 
collapse and general weirdness. We also need money to keep 
producing this thought-provoking, irreverent gem! Stop buy- 
ing toilet paper and pass the savings onto us! $10 per year 
Wild Rockies Review, FOB 9286, Missoula, MT 59807 



r w-R£-n 

CNotfQ 


r ^ CHINQUAPIN iML 

Avenue Extension. The 
takes its name in solidarity \ 

Front park-Chinquapin oaks. To buy ‘ ' Back 

a T-shirt, get involved, 
or for more information, contact: 

CHINQUAPIN RESISTANCE, POB 3093, U. City, MO 63130, (314) 776-7496. 
T-shirts — $12, checks payable to SEAC. Front - light green fist and background with 
dark green chinquapin leaf, Back - brown with dark green leaves and red Page Ave. 




BUY A JOURNAL SUBSCRIPTION FOR YOUR MOTHER 


clip and send to: 

EARTH FIRST! JOURNAL 


How did you hear of the EF! Journal? 


O $500 Lifetime Subscription 

CD $25 Regular Rate (Third Class Bulk) 

CD $15-20 Low Income/Non-Profit/Library 
CD $35 (US) Surface Mail, International 

O $ DONATION 

Subscriber Name 

Address 

City State 


Subscriptions Dept., POB 
Eugene, OR 97440 

( 541) 741 

CD $35 First Class (US, Canada and Mexico) 

CD $35 Brown Bag (First Class in a plain wrapper) 

CD $45 (US) Air Mail, International (no foreign checks please) 

CD $45 Corporate or Law Enforcement Rate 


1415 

USA 

-9191 


BCji '(L- 


Country - 


The Earth First! Journal subscription list is entirely confidential. If you use an alias, make sure that the post office knows that you, or someone, is getting 
mail at your address under that name or it may not be delivered. Additionally, notify us when you change your address if you don’t want to miss an issue. 
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Earth First! Directory 


ALASKA 

Alaska EF! Wally World 
POB 670647, Chugiak, AK 99567 
Mike or Billie 
POB 6197, Sitka, AK 99835 

ARIZONA 
Phoenix EF! 

POB 8795, Phoenix, AZ 85066 
Arizona Wildlands Museum 
POB 24988, Tempe, AZ 85285 
Tucson EF! AZEF! Newsletter 
POB 3412, Tucson, AZ 85722 
Bradshaw EF! 

220 Grove, Prescott, AZ 86301 
CALIFORNIA 
Northcoast EF! 

POB 4796, Areata, CA 95518 
(707) 825-7088 
Redwood Action Team 
Darryl Cherney 

POB 34, Garberville, Ecotopia 95542 
(707) 923-DEMO 
Sonoma County EF! 

POB 7544, Santa Rosa, CA 95407 
(707) 523-1229 
Nevada County EF! 

374 Mill St., Grass Valley, CA 95945 
(916) 274-2956 
Bay Area EF! 

POB 83, Canyon, CA 94516 

Bay Area EF! Hotline (510) 848-8724 

Wiley Coyote 

POB 74283, Davis, CA 95617 
Davis EF!/FOW-Cascadia 
POB 73063, Davis, CA 95617 
(916) 753-1678 
Santa Cruz EF! 

POB 344, Santa Cruz, CA 95061 
(408) 425-3205 
Orange County EF! 

POB 4960-593, Irvine, CA 92716 
(714) 451-3578 
Los Angeles EF! 

POB 4381, N. Hollywood, CA 91617 
(818) 906-6833 
Alluvial EF! 

POB 77027, #102, Pasadena, CA 91107 
(909) 422-1637 
Mojave EF! 

POB 842, Barstow, CA 92312-0842 
(619) 961-8489 
mojaveefig>envirolink.org 
Baja Ecotopia EF! 

POB 33663, San Diego, CA 92163 

COLORADO 

Walkabout 

POB 1166, Boulder, CO 80306 
(303) 943-2354 
San Juan EF! 

POB 3204, Durango, CO 81302 

Michael Lewinski 

2040 16th St., Boulder, CO 80302 

(303) 443-7436 

Wilderness Defense! 

POB 460101, Aurora, CO 80046-0101 

aq328@freenet.uchsc.edu 

Art Goodtimes 

POB 1008, Telluride, CO 81435 
Tim Haugen 
The Wild Ranch Review 
POB 81, Gulnare, CO 81042 
Gunnison Basin EF! 

POB 592, Crested Butte, CO 81224 
Roaring Fork EF! 

Ill Polo, Glenwood Springs, CO 81601 

FLORIDA 

Big Bend EF! 

POB 20582, Tallahassee, FL 32316 
(904) 421-1559 
Alachua EF! 

3108 SE 16th Terr, Gainesville, FL 32641 
(904) 375-1454 

GEORGIA 

Students for Environmental Awareness 
205 Memorial Hall, Athens, GA 30609 
(706) 542-8102 

HAWAII 

Christopher Hope-Cowing 
POB 1031, Makawao, HI 96768 
(808) 572-2546 

IDAHO 

Northern Rockies Preservation 
1501 1/2 N. 13th St., Boise, ID 83702 
(208) 345-8077 
Cove/Mallard Coalition 
POB 8968, Moscow, ID 83843 
(208) 882-9755, fax 883-0727 
cove @moscow.com 
ILLINOIS 
Chicago EF! 

POB 6424, Evanston, IL 60204 
Red Buffalo EF! 

POB 185, Normal, IL 61761 
Shawnee EF! 

913 S. Illinois, Carbondale, IL 62901 
(618) 549-7387 


IOWA 

Tallgrass Prarie EF! 

POB 1503, Iowa City, IA 52244 
jjquig@blue.uiowa.edu 

MA INE 
Maine EF! 

POB 183, Harmony, ME 04942 
Solon EF! 

RFD 1, Box 6025, Athens, ME 04912 
Wassumkeag EF! 

POB 869, Searsport, ME 04974 
MARYLAND 
Anacostia-Rock Creek EF! 

POB 5625, Takoma Park, MD 20913 
(301) 270-0857 
MASSACHUSETTS 
Mass EF! 

POB 708, Littleton, MA 01460-2708 
Martha's Vineyard EF! 

RR 1, Box 381A 

Martha's Vinyard, MA 02568 

Mid-Connecticut River Valley EF! 

POB 35, Montague, MA 01351 

MINNESOTA 

Big Woods EF! 

c/o Arise! Bookstore 

2441 Lyndale South, Mnpls, MN 55405 

Paddlefish 1st! 

c/o Drew Hempel 

1024 Osceola Ave. Apt. B 

St. Paul, MN 55105 

MISSOURI 

Ray O McCall 

Rt. 1, Box 89 

Mountain Grove, MO 65711 
Pink Planarians 

POB 7653, Columbia, MO 65205-7653 

(314) 443-6832 

74747.2052@compuserve.com 

Chinquapin Resistance 

POB 3093, St. Louis, MO 63130 

(314) 776-7496 

MONTANA 

Northern Rockies Biodiversity Project 
POB 4431, Whitefish, MT 59937 
(406) 862-4945 
Wild Rockies EF! 

POB 9286, Missoula, MT 59807 
(406) 728-5733 (message #) 
Yellowstone EF! 

POB 6151, Bozeman, MT 59715 
(406) 585-921 1 
NEBRASKA 

Environmental Resource Center 
370 Bordeaux Rd., Chadron, NE 69337 
(308) 432-3458 

NEW. 1ERSEY 

PAW Pinelands/Kittatiny Project 
POB 506, Bloomfield, NJ 07003 
(201) 748-4322 


Land of Disenchantment EF! 

POB 72295, Albuquerque, NM 87195 

New Mexico Direct Action 

POB 22488, Santa Fe, NM 87502-2488 

(505) 986-8435 

NEW YORK 

Wetlands Preserve 

James Hansen 

161 Hudson St„ NY, NY 10013 
(212) 966-5244, fax 925-8715 
Foghorn 

POB 889, Westhampton Beach, NY 11978 
(516) 288-2688 


Katuah EF! 

POB 1485, Asheville, NC 28802 

OHIO 

Cleveland EF! 

POB 14113, Cleveland, OH 44114 
(216) 383-9985 
Ohio Valley EF! 

POB 17, Univ. of Cincinnati 
Cincinnati, OH 45221-1001 
(513)281-6892 
Oberlin Earth First! 

Wilder Box 76, Oberlin, OH 44074 
Hock-Hocking Watershed EF! 
Whaley Mander 

8 N. Court St. # 307, Athens, OH 45701 
(614) 594-6400 
Piankasha EF! 

7992 Hopper Rd., Cincinatti, OH 45255 

OREGON 
Blue Heron F.F! 

Reed Coll. SAO, Portland, OR 97202 
(503) 771-1112x7875 
Southern Willamette EF! 

POB 10384, Eugene, OR 97440 
(541) 343-7305, swef@efn.org 
Kangaroo EF! 

POB 332, Williams.OR 97544 
Kalmiopsis EF! 

POB 2093, Cave Junction, OR 97523 
(541) 592-3386 
Cascadia Rising! 

POB 9554, Bend, OR 97708 


Preserve Appalacian Wilderness/ 
Mid-Atlantic Biodiversity Project 
917 Church St., Indiana, PA 15701 
(412) 349-5936 
Allegheny EF! 

POB 81011, Pittsburg, PA 15217 
Antoinette Dwinga 
842 Library Ave., Carnegie, PA 15106 
Scott Thiele 

RD 4, 237-A Elk Ln., Montrose, PA 18801 


Dense EF! 

POB 28011, Providence, RI 02903 


Ron David Bohn 

POB 166, Wagner, SD 57380 

T E NN ES SEE 

Katuah EF! 

Tennessee Valley Faction 
POB 281, Chattanooga, TN 37401 
(423) 624-3939 
Katuah EF! 

1414 Highland Ave., Knoxville, TN 37916 
(423) 524-6084 

TEXAS 
EF! Austin 

POB 7292, U. Stn., Austin, TX 78713 
(512) 320-0413 
Corpus Christi EF! 

4114 Claudia, Corpus Christi, TX 78418 
(512) 937-6019 
East Texas EF! 

Rt. 1, Box 2120, Point Blank, TX 77364 

UTAH 

Autonomy House 

POB 11015, SLC, UT 84147 

Wild Wasatch Front 

847 W 700 S, Brigham City, UT 84302 

VERMONT 

Two Rivers EF! 

POB 85, Sharon, VT 05065 
Biodiversity Liberation Front 
The ALARM 

J.R., POB 804, Burlington, VT 05402 

VIRGINIA 
Virginia EF! 

Rt. 1, Box 250, Staunton, VA 22401 
(703) 885-6983 
Massive Retaliation 
2129 General Booth Blvd. #253 
Virginia Beach, VA 23454-5872 
(804) 468-3180 
Sherman 

POB 13192, Roanoke, VA 24031-3192 
Richmond EF! 

POB S021, Richmond, VA 23220 
(804) 359-3790 

W A S HINGT O N 
Jeanette Russell 
Bellingham, WA (360) 647-1680 
Olympic EF! 

112 Umatilla, Port Townsend, WA 98368 
Seattle EF! 

POB 12124, Seattle, WA 98102 
ph/fax (206) 329-3432, can@scn.org 
CheetwootEF! ENTMOOT! 

POB 10147, Olympia, WA 98502 

WEST VIRGINIA 

Central Appalachian Biodiversity Project 

Rt. 3, Box 390, Hedges ville, WV 25427 

(304) 754-9161 

WISCONSIN 

Midwest Headwaters Journal 
Sr Midwest Headwaters Action 
731 State St., Madison, WI 53711 
(608) 255-8765 or 259-9245 
Hank Bruse 

235 Travis, Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495 

(715) 423-5636 

North Forests EF! 

c/o Grassroots Collective 

748 Algoma Blvd., Oshkosh, WI 54901 

(414) 424-0265 

Purple Earth 

POB 645, Portage, WI 53901 


Phone Phun 



Long Distance 

Affinity Long Distance 
guarantees 10% rate reduction. 
Plus, Affinity will give 5% of 
your bill to the EF! Journal. 

What a bargain! 

For an application or info, 
write us here at the Journal. 


Earth First! Projects 
and Campaigns 



The Boycott Quarterly 
POB 30727, Seattle, WA 98103 
Cascadia Fire Ecology 
Education Project 
POB 3563, Eugene, OR 97403 
Coast Watch 
POB 1811, Rockland, ME 04841 
Cold Mountain, 

Cold Rivers Video Project 
POB 7941, Missoula, MT 59807 
(406) 728-0867 
Direct Action Fund 
POB 210, Canyon, CA 94516 
(510) 376-7329, fax 631-7958 
Earth Liberation Prisoners 
c/o Box 23, 5 High St. 
Glastonbury, Somerset, England 


End Corporate Dominance 

c/o BMBP, HCR 82, Fossil, OR 97830 
(408) 425-4422 
Ranching Task Force 
POB 5784, Tucson, AZ 85703 
(520) 791-2913 

Sea Defense Alliance (SeDnA) 

POB 67121, Scotts Valley, CA 95067 
Video Warriois/Wise Use Watch 
POB 2182 , Berkeley, CA 94702 
Warrior Poets Society 
ASUC Box 361 
Berkeley, CA 94720-4510 
0 Xtract 

EF!J, POB 1415, Eugene, OR 97440 
fax (541) 741-9191 
earthfirst@igc.apc.org 


International EF! Directory 


AUSTRALIA 

Rainforest Information Centre 
POB 368, Lismore, NSW 2480 
(066) 21-85-05 
EF! Australia 

Canopy, POB 1738QGPO, 
Melbourne 3001, Victoria 
(03) 354-7972, fax 416-2081 

EF! Vancouver 

1472 Commercial, Box 176 

Vancouver, BCV5L 3X9 

(604) 473-0174 

F-Fl Prince George 

Box 1762, Prince George, 8C V2L4V7 

Boreal Owl 

Box 1053, Kamloops, BC V2C 6H2 
EFt Manitoba 
15-222 Osborne St. South 
Winnipeg, Manitoba R3L 1Z3 
(204) 4S3-9052 
EF! Toronto 

PO Box 70, 1576 Queen St. West 

Toronto, Ontario M6R 1A6 

(416) 534-5323 

EFl Ottawa 

Box 4612 Station E 

Ottawa, Ontario K1S 5H8 

EFt Montreal 

Diffusion Noin 

c/o Llbralrie Alternative 

2035 St. Laurent, 2 e Stage 

Montreal, PQH2X 2T3 

DENMARK 

Kaot 

c/o Enhedsllsten, Studiestrade 24. St 
OK- Kabenhaun K 

EIRE 

An Talamh Glas c/o Anne, 

Abbev St., Allinrobe, County Mavo 

ENGLAND 

(Over 60 local EF! groups exist In 
England; for a list write to the 
EF! Action Update, POB 7, Cardiff, 

CF2 4XX; phone 01222-383363, fax 
640666; actlonupdate@gn.apc.oig.uk) 
London Greenpeace 
5 Caledonia Rd., Kings Cross 
London N1 9DX; 0171 837 7557 
South Downs EFl 
Prior House, 6 Tilbury Place 
Brighton/East Sussex BN2 2GY 
FRANCE 
Resistance verte 
Editions ARS, BP 890 
44022 Nantes Cedex 01 


GERMANY 

EF! Germany 

Avalon, Friedrich-Ebert-Str. 24 
45127 Essen 

INDIA 

Anand Skaria 

PB #14, Cochin 682001, Kerala 
(009) 484-25435 SAVE 
Bander Baeicha 

Near Maurya LokPATNA-800 001 
Bihar, Post Box 229 

PHILimNES 
Ariel Betan, Green Forum 
3rd Floor, Liberty Building 
Pasay Rd., Makati, Metro Manila 
(2) 816-0986, 851-110, 818-3207 
Volunteers for Earth Defense 
189 San Antonio Ext. SFDM 
1105 Quezon City 
POLAND 

Workshop For All Beings 
ul. Modrzewsldego 29/3 
43-300 Bielsko, Biala 
fax 0048-30-29496 

RUSSIA 

Rainbow Keepers (10 local groups) 
POB 14, Nizhni Novgorod 603082 
(8312) 34-32-80, tretyput@glas.apc.org 
Rainbow Keepers (Moscow) 

(095) 954-91-93, rk@glas.apC.otg 

SCOTLAND 

Glasgow EF! 

POB 180, Glasgow G4 9AB 
+44 (0141 636 1924/339 8009 
fax +44 (0)41 424 3688 
scotree@gn apc.org 

SLPV AKI A 

Earth First! 

A. Hlinku 11, 96001 Zvolen 

SPAIN 

Manuel A. Dem6ndes 

Taller deE. A. ACURUXA 

J. B. Xelmirer J, Campus Universitario 

1570 S Santiago 

phone 584321, fax 584533 

SWEDEN 

Morgan Larsson 

Lagmansgatan 9C, 462 37 VSnersborg 

UKRAINE 

Rainbow Keepers (5 local groups) 
c/o Nadia Shevchenko 
Glushkova 17-22, Kiev, 252187 
(044) 266-93-10, nadia@glas.apc.org 


Support Jailed Activists 

Rod Coronado 
03895000 FCI 
FCI PO Box 23811 
Tucson, AZ 85706 USA 

National Activist Network 
POB 19515 

Sacramento, CA 95819 
(916) 452-7179 

Milton Born with a Tooth 
c/o MEDF, Box 53 
10024-82 Avenue, 
Edmonton, Alberta 
T6E1Z3 CANADA 


Fund for Wild Nature 

A non-profit, tax-exempt foundation 
which funds research, education and 
literature projects. Funding proposals 
and donations can be sent to: 

Fund for Wild Nature 
PO Box 1657 
Corvallis, OR 97339 
(541) 757-1780 


Whether you're a faithful 
subscriber or a contact group. 
Please (please!) send us your 
change of address post haste! 
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THE RADICAL ENVIRONMENTAL JOURNAL 


" Wisconsin Forever, Exxon Never!" 

by Ben Manski 

In the wake of a series of stunning victories over the 
Exxon Corporation, the anti-mining movement in Wis- 
consin is regrouping. Many had hoped — but few thought — 
that by mid-May of 1 996 we'd have Exxon and its Crandon 
mining project on the defensive, but we do. We've won 
on the legislative front; we've carried the resistance to the 
streets of our communities; we've gained some ground in 
the mine permitting process; and Wisconsin opinion is 
clearly set against the mine. The way things are going, 

Exxon won't get its 44-million ton, 200-acre toxic metal- 
lic sulfide mine in the Wolf River headwaters. 

But the Exxon Corporation is big, an entity with more 
resources than most national government, resources which 
dwarf those of Wisconsin's state government; it hasn't 
been easy thus far, and it won't be getting any easier. 

What is called for now is broad solidarity, and we Wiscon- 
sinites need help in our Struggle to defend our waters. Marchers converged on Madison, Wisconsin on April 26 for an Earth Day of Action. 

What has come to be known in Wisconsin as "the mine" is a massive, deep- immemorial, the Wolf River has been a source of food, water and trade the 
shaft metallic sulfide ore mine, proposed to be sited in the headwaters of the peoples of northeast Wisconsin have depended upon and deeply respected. 
Wolf River in Forest County. The Wolf River headwaters are home to osprey, Officials from the Crandon Mining Company (CMC), a subsidiary of the 
eagle, hawk, black bear, timber wolf, the endangered goblin fern, and three Exxon and Rio Algom corporations, claim they are after the copper and zinc 
species of trout. Two miles downstream, along Swamp Creek, is the Mole Lake sulfide ore that runs throughout the deep granite rock of Wisconsin's North 
Reservation, the heart of the Sokaogon Chippewa community. Downriver Woods. They propose a mine 550 acres in area, piercing into a sulfide ore body 
along the Wolf are the Menominee, Stockbridge-Munsee, Potawatomi and that holds significant deposits of mercury, arsenic, lead, cadmium, zinc, copper 
Oneida nations, as well as Lake Winnebago and the Fox River Valley. Since time continued on page 32 



Outfitter Attacks 
Bear Watch 



Outfitter Don Rose loses his cool with a Bear Watch activist. 


by Kris Maenz 

Campbell River, Vancouver Island, Sunday, May 26: 
Here we sit, five Bear Watch activists locked in our four- 
wheel drive rental car in the parking lot of the Royal 
Canadian Mounted Police station. Men wearing plaid 
shirts and baseball caps surround us, hurling insults 
and eggs in an attempt to break our spirit. Every now 
and then one of them saunters by laughing, almost 
singing, "The police are on our side. You should just go 
home and leave us alone." We return their threats with 
witty jests of our own. 

They are easy to tease. Commercial bear hunting, 
particularly in the spring, is not much of a challenge. 


The Struggle to Save Mother Africa 


BY NOMANZI 

Last November thousands of South Africans 
took to the streets in mass action. It was not an 
action against the apartheid regime defeated in 
the democratic elections of 1994. This time, 
thousands of people from all over the country 
gathered to protest Shell Oil's exploitation of 
our Mother Africa and the Ogoni people of 
Nigeria. Young people in the townships real- 
ized that even though they had won the struggle 
against apartheid after 80 years of suffering, 
their freedom was still threatened. Ruthless 
multinational companies like Shell, plunder- 
ing the environment, have cast a grim shadow 
over many countries in Africa. 

Sadly, it took the tragic death of Ken Saro- 
Wiwa to bring this home. Saro-Wiwa died at 
the hands of fellow Africans, the jackbooted 
thugs hired by Shell. This tragedy happens 
frequently in many other African countries. 

Young black people spontaneously started 
coming together again in the townships, just 
the way we did during the struggle against 
apartheid. We realised that our freedom was 
not won while innocent people were dying at 
the hands of the multinationals, while our 
Earth was suffering the pain of wanton destruc- 
tion. But we had no movement, no idea how to 
take on this struggle. Then slowly the sun broke 
the gloom of the dark shadows as we learned 
about Earth First! and the slogan "No Compro- 


mise!" We instinctively knew this was our 
struggle being echoed in the woods of North 
America, echoed in the trees of England. So 
Young Lions EF! started in South Africa! And 
again we can raise the clenched fist, our salute 
during the apartheid struggle, the symbol of 
our defiance. We know it's not a new struggle or 
a different one. It's the same struggle against 
oppression and evil; another battle to be fought 
and won. 

We're called Young Lions because this is what 
the press called the young fighters during the 
struggle against apartheid, the young people 
who were not afraid to confront a tank, armed 
only with a stone in hand. The lion is also the 
symbol of Africa's power and pride. Our mes- 
sage to the people of Africa is that they are not 
free until we've driven the multinationals and 
their fascist puppets out! 

In March, Young Lions EF! occupied a quarry 
for three days in solidarity with road protestors 
in Europe. There also were direct actions against 
a canned hunt and several proud bucks were 
liberated and safely released into a wild area. 
We protested against Shell on the commemora- 
tion of Ken Saro-Wiwa's death. In May, we 
began an EF! roadshow with musicians and our 
EF! banner. The roadshow will cover 30,000 
km, visiting five other African countries. 

A long forgotten wind is blowing through 
Africa, bringing the message of freedom and 
no compromise! 


Hunting rights in the six outfitting zones of Vancouver Island are bought by 
professional outfitters who print up fancy brochures containing abundant 
posed photos of camo-clad hunters clutching bloody carcasses. These bro- 
chures are sent around the world to lure game hunters to the province where 
they'll spend $3,000-5,000 (US) for a guaranteed black bear kill. The outfitter 
provides lodging, food for five days and a backwoods guide to take the 
customers hunting. 


Spring hunts mostly consist of long drives up bumpy logging roads searching 
for bears who are still groggy from hibernation. As the bears stagger around 
clearcuts slowly searching for their first meals of the spring, hunters rudely 
shoot them from the hoods of their trucks. There is no skill or exercise involved; 
the bears are often so lethargic that gunshots do not motivate them to run. 

Meanwhile, the men outside the car continue harassing us, hitting our 

Continued on page 27 


photo by John Peck 





EARTH FIRST! 

NO COMPROMISE IN THE DEFENSE OF MOTHER EARTH! 

POB 1415, EUGENE, OREGON 97440 USA • (541) 741-9191 


QUESTIONING TECHNOCENTRISM 


A year ago I lost my best friend to Bill Gates and the 
Microsoft machine. "You are so talented," I told him, 
"why go to work for a corporate greed-monger like Gates?" 

But my plea fell on ears deafened by a $40,000 starting 
salary, stock options and fringe benefits. Our friendship 
and the distance his move to Seattle put between us didn't 
factor into his decision. 

To convince my friend to free himself from the rat race, 
I needed to present him an alternative world view free of 
consumer compulsion. But I’m still caught between knowl- 
edge and action, lost in a world of frustration. 

I'm one of those people who doesn't share the 
mainstream's rosy outlook on the Earth's durability: I 
don't believe it can withstand endless consumption and 
the taming of all things wild. Humans dissect and distill 
the Earth into its component parts in their endless pursuit 
of knowledge. Then they recombine the parts in profit- 
able ways to satisfy their boundless greed. Smoothing the 
rough edges of nature with technology does not make this 
world a better place. The frontier mentality of a techno- 
logical manifest destiny is the Earth's greatest enemy. 

Creature comforts increase and the envi- 
ronment grows more unstable. People hide 
in their climate-controlled domiciles and 
avoid the damaged, dangerous outdoors. 

Virtual reality promises unspeakable 
delightsrExperience the great outdoors with- 
out leaving the comfort of your own home! 

As long as basic needs are met, a person 
could gleefully surf the web to a bachelor's 
degree and then telecommute on to re- 
tirement and beyond. What will moti- 
vate such a person to preserve what little 
is left of the "great outdoors" if they 
never go there? 

It's time to reconsider the free-market 
feeding frenzy and the ever-more-elabo- 
rate products created to satiate its hunger. 

I don't want a tomato that was genetically 
altered with mouse liver DNA and picked 
five months ago in a field 1,000 miles 
from my home. However, it's hard to 
resist such "refinements" when they are 
presented gushingly to you every waking moment. 

The drive to distill life's essence has led to numerous 
scientific discoveries and technological breakthroughs. 
But the business of transmuting this knowledge into gold 
will end life on Earth as we know it. 

Technology is never value-free; every purchase, from 
the food one eats to the newest system software upgrade, 
strains the web of the world. Yet, industrialized society is 
increasingly resource-intensive and computer-dependent. 
A technocentric society cannot comprehend the intrinsic 
value of the unknown. A computer either has certain 
information or doesn't— it is not aware of mystery. No 


computer can know the beauty of a raging river or a 
howling coyote. Systems developed to weigh the costs 
and benefits of clearcutting and nuclear energy are 
inherently flawed; they do not factor in non-human 
perspectives. 

Computers and the ever-expanding frontiers of knowl- 
edge they offer are just a cutting-edge fix, sealing the user 
ever-deeper in addiction. No salve or tincture can help a 
technophile kick the habit. 

If Earth Firstlers use computers at all, they should use 
them sparingly to monkeywrench the system and pro- 
mote less technological dependence. The strength to 
break free from technology's grip is hard to muster. Earth 
First! can do more than raise consciousness through direct 
action — it must be a community of people committed to 
staying technologically clean. 

The Earth's survival depends on revolutionary thought 
and action by people of moral and ecological conscience. 
It may be too late for us humans, but is that any reason to 
surf the web all the way to oblivion and ecological collapse? 

The revolution against technology must be a collabora- 
tive effort to withdraw from industrial technology and 
celebrate all things wild. A step away from the machine is 
a step closer to ecological sanity. Humans must experi- 
ence life first-hand 
without an electronic 
filter. People cannot 
fear the wild: They must 
embrace and embody it 
to survive the informa- 
tion age. Attempts to 
tame the Earth and 
stave off death are 
driven by fear and 
greed. But death 
is the inevitable 
end to the means 
of living, so get on 
with it — live and 
die wild. 

— Ross Freeman 


This issue is dedicated to Scott Hawkins. Check out his 
tales of extraordinary madness at http:// 
homepage.interramp.com/us022774/ 

— CB 


About the Cover: Procrustes on the Job, byM. Spira. Procrustes was the 
ancient Greek robber who kidnapped unwary travellers and returned 
with them to his apartment where he kept two beds, one short and one 
long. If the hapless victim was too long for the short bed, he would trim 
them to size. If they were too short for the long bed, he would stretch them 
to fit. Hence the word 'procrustian/ defined as "the tendency to achieve 
uniformity by violent means" (Oxford English Dictionary). 



by Pgggy Sue McRae 

As you cast your rays, The two lands are in festivity. 

Awake they stand on their feet, You have roused them. 

— Hymn to Aton 1350 BC 

Litha, Summer Solstice or Midsummer, commemorates the sun's apex in 
the summer sky. Litha is the longest day of the year. At the megalithic stone 
cicle of Stonehenge on Salisbury plain in England the sun rises in alignment 
with the great heelstone. In this area of southwestern Britain the sun goddess 
Sul was worshiped. 

The New Kingdom Egyptian Pharaoh Amenhotep IV resisted the growing 
power of the Egyptian priesthood by attempting a religious revolution. He 
founded a monotheistic cult of the sun-god Aton. Amenhotep founded a new city at Amarna north of Thebes where 
he built a temple with a roofless sanctuary open to the sun. The conservative priesthood opposed him and after his 
death restored the old regime under Amenhotep's young son-in-law, the well-known King Tutankhamen. 

All life on Earth is energized by the power of the sun. As we embark on our energetic summer activities it is 
fitting to acknowledge the sun as our power source. 

Page 2 Earth First! Litha 1996 





Earth First! 

Litha 

June 20, 1996 
Vol. XVI, No. VI 

The Earth First! Journal is published by an 
editorial collective from within the Earth 
First! movement. Contents are copyrighted 
1996. We are pleased to allow reprinting if 
credit is given, except for those articles 
specifically copyrighted by the author. Art, 
photographs and poetry are copyrighted 
by the individual artists and permission for 
use must be received from them. 

The Earth First! Journal is a forum for the 
no-compromise environmental move- 
ment. Responsibility rests with the indi- 
vidual authors and correspondents. The 
contents do not necessarily represent the 
viewpoint of this collective, the Earth First! 
movement, local Earth First! groups or 
individual Earth Firstlers. 

Submissions are welcomed and should 
be typed or clearly printed. Send a SASE if 
you would like them returned. Do not 
expect confirmation of receipt of a submis- 
sion, unless requested. We encourage sub- 
missions on Macintosh disks or via e-mail. 
Art or photographs (prints are best) are 
desirable to illustrate articles and essays. 
They will be returned if requested. 

All submissions are edited for leneth anH 
clarity. If an article is significantly edited, 
we will make a reasonable effort to contact 
the author prior to publication. 

(ISSN 1055-8411, Earth First! Journal, is 
indexed in the Alternative Press Index. The 
Earth First! Journal is recorded on microfilm 
by University Microfilms, Inc.) 

All correspondence regarding subscrip- 
tions, merchandise orders, donations, 
letters to the editors, articles, photos, 
graphics, etc., should be directed to: 

Earth First! Journal 

POB 1415, Eugene, OR 97440 USA 
phone: (541) 741-9191 
fax: (541) 741-9192 
e-mail: earthfirst@igc.apc.org 
http://www.envirolink.org/orgs/ef 

Merchandise/Database: Kimberly Dawn 
Bookkeeper/Distribution: Connie Ross 
Editorial Staff: Paloma, Jim Flynn, Ross 
Freeman, Craig Beneville 
Poetry Editor: Dennis Fritzinger 
Artists in this issue include: G. Olliver, 
Sue Ring, Vaughn Frick, Nancy Waste- 
land, Springer, Darryl Echt, Gwen Parker 
Volunteers: Marty, Darryl, Kris, James, 
Acasia, John, Lacey, Mick, 

Cover art by: M. Spira 
Back cover by: Faith Walker 

SCHEDULE 

The Earth First! Journal is published eight 
times a year on the solstices, equinoxes, 
and cross-quarter days on or about Novem- 
ber 1, December 21, February 2, March 21, 
May 1, June 21, August 1, and September 
21. One-year subscriptions in the US via 
third class mail are $25. First class delivery 
is $35. Outside the US, surface delivery is 
$35 and airmail is $45 (US dollars, pleSse). 
Corporate and law enforcement rate is $45 . 

Deadline for the next issue is 

July 12 



Does Earth First! Need a 12 -Step? 


by Avalon 

"At Wounded Knee, there was absolutely no drinking 
but after that it was all drugs and alcohol, which weren 't 
so much an obstacle to taking action as an impediment 
to an effective organization, and also something that 
compromised our public positions." 

— Dennis Banks, American Indian Movement 

A familiar routine occurs every Friday and Satur- 
day night. As it grows dark, state and county parks 
fill with people and the sounds of hard rock, soft 
rock and acid rock reverberating off the native 
rocks. Through habit and a turn of a knob, escapees 
from urban environments mask over the sounds of 
crickets and wind in the trees. Soon flames from 
campfires leap high into the air, threatening to set 
nearby trees on fire — no doubt to keep the already 
comfortable summer night from being so scary. And 
finally, the Schlitz-induced rowdiness completes 
the taming of these "primitive" places making the 
landscape once again familiar. 

Earth First! gatherings suffer from the same disre- 
gard for the night and our surroundings. We are 
prisoners of our own maladjusted habits, circum- 
scribing our time together with booze. True, we hike 
a little farther from our vehicles. True, we leave our 
radios behind. But we go to Herculean (Haydukian) 
efforts to carry in ludicrous amounts of libations. 
And the sounds of the night are overlain by the 
obnoxious chants and dominating rants of inebri- 
ated individuals. 

I envision a different way of coming together to 
mourn our losses and celebrate our connections. 
Every child is able to play, to feel deeply, to form 
bonds, without any need for booze. I've been on 
countless wilderness trips where the absence of alco- 
hol created an atmosphere where adults explored the 
world more freely and with more intensity. 

As a movement we have taken an essential step 
towards this vision by rejecting the music of the 
consumer culture at our gatherings. We have 
created our own songs which reach across human 
boundaries to help us connect more deeply with 
the natural world. Earth First! songs speak of 
lively resistance to a culture out of control. And I 
submit that the absence of radios and tape decks 
around the campfire has allowed musical creativ- 
ity to flourish. What if there was a similar absence 
of alcohol? 

/- bur music is our strength, but our beer guzzling is 
our weakness) On one Wild Rockies Day, vast 
numbers of people and vast quantities of alcohol 
traveled up into the mountains — at least a five 
hour drive each way involving equally vast quan- 
tities of gasoline— to party late into the night, 
then wake up and immediately drive home. Be- 
cause the organizers had provided a familiar rou- 
tine-tap the keg,' hang out by the iii£andlggt 
drunk — no one. seemed to have any real contact 
with that place. Like snowbirds watching TV in 


"their RVs at night, we used that place as just 
another scenic backdrop. 

Even if it is the almighty microbrew, we are still 
trying to drown out the stillness o f thp nig ht ar»Hth<» 
awkwardn es s of being together J We do the same 
rthing that every fraternity, every sailor on shore 
Heave does — except we export nnr splf-ahsorhert 
[ yirunkenness to the woods^ M ost of us would cringe 
/At the thought of frat boys invading a sacred place 
l/like a cave or hotsprings with cases of beer. So why 
is there this silent acceptance of the frat boy men- 
tality when Earth First! is supposed to be visionary, 
pronouncing the sacredness of f 

n rendezvous 

non-drinkers and the natural qaj n t "^9 

inhabitants of the place. People 

who are new to EF! are put off by 

the rowdy cliques of drunks. The 

whole scene is a direct affront to ffl 

recovering alcoholics, children of al- 

coholics and people,uninterested in 

sophomoricantics.vnrereisnoth- 

ing redeeming, for instance, in N Ml 

jumping naked over a fire. It is TV 

sheer human arrogance, showing lA ^ J 

contempt for the power of the ele- 

ments and the sacred gift of trees. 

Only a drunken fool (or an out- 
right fool) abuses fire in that 
way — and the next day the same 
individuals will go off on how re- 
source managers don't have respect 
for the natural processes of the lan<43 
If we dare ask loggers to give up their 
livelihood, agency officials to question their 
bosses, corporate execs to hear the voice of 
the land, then we too should have the integ- JtMf 
rity to question our own habits. Alcohol has 
become a significant part of many activists' 
lives-and much of our time together. References 
to feooze .pan frequently be found in the writings of 
several Earth Firstlers. It's become a part of this 


Defining oneself through alcohol seems a lot like 
alcoholism to me. 

I More than just having a bunch of lushes in our Y 
( ranks. I believe Earth First' itself is an alcoholic) 
SnovemenkfOtherwise, there wouldn't have been 
such a controversy over the decision to make this 
year's Northwest rendezvous alcohol-free. It would 
simply have been one of the many choices that 
rendezvous organizers must always make regarding 


t how to integrate ourselves with the landscape.^Fhe 
boycott of the rendezvous by some activists should 
1 be a clear warning that alcoholism is amidst us./ 
£_ But wait, you say, rendezvous are our one chance to 

el party with old friends. First, the EFlers I know who 
e say this have endless parties in their lives back in the 

j cities in which they live or pass through. And sec- 

e ondly, to build a lasting movement it's imperative we 
e strive for deeper ways to interact with friends we_ 
y .don't often see. Limiting our drinking binges to a 
- (post-rendezvous party in a nearby city, as the NW 
’, rendezvous did this year, seems like the direction we 
should be heading. 

Making a gathering alcohol-free is 
An/ similar to requiring people to hike to 
toMM the camping and meeting areas. I have 

\wiSifi / always enjoyed camping well away 

wSikfwr S fro m the parking lot, but it is good that 
the decision was made for me because 
wgfPvj I tend to drive as close as I can get to my 
mUZr y destination. I know I am not alone. 
SPBgjr Many of us would sleep inside our 
vehicles or camp next to them out of 
habit. So it is interesting to note thp 


dezvous. Some denounced the organiz- 
ers' decision as an attront to freedom 

and personal choice with the same 

v igor ana tne same argumen ts - 
**as wise users denouncingthe 
PvvApjfett closing of lands to ATV use. J 

Alcohol is a tool of op- 
pression, not freedom 
pvt f Throughout history 

If alcohol has torn 

2* vStSF rSSf* Jl apart the social fab- 

ric of Indigenous 
populations. Drugs 
vfllfll jMBh .Vj an d alcohol Have - 

mwwXEm been used to subjugate 

jg lEHrfK the masses and pacify dis- 

MfM B content. Look at the effects of 
^ alcohol on the American In- 

% dian Movement (AIM). Look at 
the effects of coke on the Black 
MA Panthers and pot on the sixties 
radicals. Riots and revolution are 
staved off by addiction and numb- 
ness. The Zapatistas know this. The EZLN prohibits 
alcohol in regions where they operate. 

|n the heavy drinking lands of the northern 
//Rockies, open disregard for a no-alcohol agreemen t 
I was the norni during a weeklong walk for Cove - 
\Mallard/Our one strong Nez Perce ally brought us. 
elk meat oheevening - He had wanted to sav a praver 

( when the meal was served but felt that praying was 
inappropriate when so many people had beers in 
their hands. His decision to bring his two teen-aged 

continued on page 28 


Dear Earth First! Journal Editors, in ruin the truth becomes all the 
Thanks for the excellent cover- more clear. Corporate capitalism 

age of the outrageous libel the created the Unabomber and 
corporate media have perpetrated wields him like a sword. Earth 
against the movement regarding First! wields the truth that no 
the Unabomber. 1 would like to sword can cut away, 
personally add, however, some For the wild places, 
feelings that I've had about this — Brad Berger 

incident. First of all, the 

Unabomber is a murdering cow- Open Letter to all Earth Firstlers: 
ardly scum. The Earth First! Move- First, this is not a joke, 

ment I’m a part of is non-violent Second, the Journal folk are do- 

in defense of the Wolf, have, for Paulson and Joe Dibee intend to copy of David Barbarash's "in- and views the tactics of the ing a fine job, but burnout hap- 

three consecutive winters, (ex- create their own Wolf defense formation package" please feel Unabomber with utter contempt. pens sooner when you aren’t mak- 

cluding this past winter) been organization, 1 salute them. I just free to contact me for a copy of Also, for those folks who believe ing a living, and these folks aren't, 

featured on the front page of this hope they also consider Alaska my response to David's hate cam- the Unabomber had good things So 1 propose a fine old custom 

very rag. FOW fully intends to and areas south of the Canadian paign. I have recently updated to say in his manifesto, the sub- practiced by church-going folk: 

continue to submit articles to boarder as possible campaign my response to include some in- ject of how the planet is abused tithing. The principle is simple: 

share with the Journal readership, sites. If the readership does in- sight into the economic and by the Corporate world, etc. is far one tenth of your take-home pay 

should they be accepted. To those tend to financially support their ethical corruption of better addressed by a multitude each month goes to the church; 

individuals who have nothing actions I suggest you send dona- N. Washington EF! as well as Cold of decent, non-violent activists, in this case, the Journal. 

better to do with their time than tions to the Earth First! Direct Mountain Cold Rivers. authors, artists, teachers... The Earth First! Journal is the 

to criticize/attack other Earth de- Action Fund instead, to avoid Still, for the Wolf Lastly, a message for the cor- longest running campaign/ac- 

fenders, grow the fuck up! Your your hard earned money being — Dennis Alvey porate media and those who tion in Earth First! Let's give it 

energies are much needed in absorbed by the the Cold Moun- Coordinator, FOW, PO BOX believe it: You can attempt to the support it deserves, 

other areas, ie. Earth defense. You tain Cold Rivers alcohol slush 2983, Vancouver, BC Canada, discredit us by the actions of a — dennis 

may not always appreciate the fund. If anyone has sent for a V6B 3X4; (604) 290-9256 fanatic, but as you leave the world continued on page 30 
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o Trie El 


Dear Shit for Brains, 

Just a short note in response to 
the recent garbage being printed 
in this column regarding Friends 
of the Wolf and our newly found 
opposition. FOW direct actions 


way our campaigns are run, \ 
or who runs them. All 1 can say 
is this, start your own campaign 
or group and run it the way you 
see fit. If Meese, Howler, Brett, 



Lockdown in Tinseltown 

Will Playa Vista Stick in Spielberg’s Throat? 


by Indy Prodder 

At approximately 5:30 am on March 26, an act of 
civil disobedience occurred on a patch of some of 
the priciest real estate on the planet, next door to a 
yacht marina, on the side of a road plied daily by 
dominant native species such as Mercedes, Lexus 
and airport stretch limos. 

In West Los Angeles, in the heart of a proposed 
wetlands development known as Playa Vista, a lone 
female activist, looking sharp in a gray pinstripe 
power suit, walked past a "private property — no 
trespassing" sign, through a patch of mud, and up 
to a bulldozer, 
where she 

propped up a 
hand-lettered sign 
reading "Honk if 
you care that my 
neck is chained to 
this bulldozer." 

She proceeded to 
match her actions 
to her placard with 
a brace of 
Kryptonite locks. 

Then she pulled 
out a cellular 
phone and started 
dialing up the lo- 
cal media. She in- 
formed them of 
what she'd done 
and where she was, 
that the bulldozer 
was present with- 
out the benefit of an Environmental Impact Report, 
and that she wasn't leaving until she got a meeting 
with the Playa Vista developers: Bob Maguire and 
Steven Spielberg. 

She didn't get that, but her action and arrest for 
trespassing made several appearances on local news- 
casts throughout the day. NBC news anchor Tom 
Brokaw was in town for the California primaries, 
and that evening the NBC affiliate in LA put the 
local footage on the satellite and Brokaw did five 
minutes on the fight to preserve the Ballona Wet- 
lands and the race to develop LA's last large natural 
space. "It's not about box office hits," Brokaw 
concluded, "it's about life." 

That single action — undertaken on behalf of the 
Venice, CA-based affinity group ET-SOS(Eco Triage- 
SOS) — was a blueprint for how activism can actu- 
ally happen in the media capital of the world and 
national hotbed of lone, automotively encased, 
I've-got-mine anomie. LA is a long way from 
California's north coast, home of 2,000-member 
rallies against logging in old-growth forests. Here 
on these shifting, sunny sands, 50 people showing 
up for an environmental demo is news — or would 
be, if the local media deigned to cover it. At the 
national level, the big green groups routinely pass 
over local requests for help in protecting what 
open space and wildlife habitat are still extant 
because, well, it's LA. Most of the land we have left 
that is even included on the maps of regional 
project zones of various conservancy groups car- 
ries the designation "degraded." 

The Ballona Wetlands are no exception. Once a 
2,000-acre coastal marsh that was the engine be- 
hind the San Pedro fishery — then the largest in the 
country — it now consists of a roughly 300-acre 
patch of slowly dying wetlands in back of 700 acres 
of upland watershed. Dredging and development 
have effectively cut off the wetlands from the 
ocean. Rainfall and a heavily polluted adjacent 
concrete channel in the former bed of the Los 
Angeles River are the only sources of occasional 
water to keep the ecosystem and its 589 species of 
mammals, reptiles, amphibian, birds and flora alive. 

Yet Ballona is, to a large extent, what keeps Los 
Angeles alive. Like all coastal wetlands, Ballona is a 
giant water purifier and fish nursery, providing 
natural flood control and groundwater recharge. 


California's wetlands are refuge to millions of mi- 
gratory birds, and food and foraging grounds to 55 
percent of the state's endangered or threatened spe- 
cies. In terms of biological diversity, wetlands are the 
equivalent of rainforests. In California, 91 percent of 
the historical wetlands have been drained, diked and 
filled by agribusiness or coastal development. 

Ballona's would-be developers — Maguire Thomas 
Partners, Rouse Corp. and DreamWorks SKG — would 
like to hike that percentage. For years, the land at 
Ballona was protected from development schemes 
by southern California's single most salient feature: 
overdevelopment. Potential investors were not suf- 


ficiently brain-dead to back a developer looking to 
add to the area's 39 percent office vacancy rate. 

To head off the possibility of Ballona being ac- 
quired and preserved as public land, project propo- 
nents had the land upzoned from light agricultural 
to high-density land use in 1982, vastly increasing 
its assessed value. The LA City Council okayed Playa 
Vista's incorporation into the city in November 
1985, rewriting zoning laws to give the developers 
the vast tracts of offices, retail space, condos and 
apartments they wanted. The Council overrode 
eleven significant unmitigatable adverse impacts in 
the Environmental Impact Report with the immor- 
tal words: "The city is going to make money." 

In 1 990, Maguire Thomas settled a lawsuit filed by 
the Friends of the Ballona Wetlands, National 
Audubon Society and others by agreeing to a 
Potemkin village style "restoration" of a small patch 
of wetlands surrounded by strangulating high-den- 
sity development — the kind of restoration plan that 
refers to an urban runoff catch basin as a "freshwater 
marsh." The compromise ploy defused the only 
effective organized opposition to that date, and the 
Friends were required to state their unequivocal 
support for the development whenever any public 
criticism should arise, in perpetuity. (Subsequent to 
the settlement and its creation of a close, personal 
relationship between the Friends and the develop- 
ers, the attorneys for Friends of the Ballona Wet- 
lands have been collecting paychecks from Maguire 
Thomas Partners.) 

Local enviros soon realized they'd been had, broke 
with the Friends, and started disrupting the harmo- 
nious peace of the compromise settlement. In 1 993, 
to maintain order, the LA City Council jacked up 
the filing fee required to appeal the latest round of 
Playa Vista permits from $64 to $64,000, then 
repealed the fee hike soon after the filing deadline 
had passed and adequate public review of the project 
had been prevented. 

And yet, even with this litany of corruption, sell- 
out and betrayal of the public trust, in southern 
California's basket-case real estate market the devel- 
opers still couldn't breathe life into the biggest 
proposed development in Los Angeles history. 

Then Hollywood happened. Late in 1995, Steven 
Spielberg, Jeffrey Katzenberg and David Geffen — 
aka DreamWorks SKG — were prevailed upon by the 


desperate developer to become the key tenant in 
their 21 st -century dream city. It would mean 30,000 
new residents in the most densely developed area 
on the California coast. It would mean 200,000 
additional car trips a day on the most heavily 
traveled road system in the US. It would be the 
fourth largest polluter in the city, behind the local 
Chevron and Gulf refineries and LA International 
Airport. And, of course, it would mean the end of 
the last open space in the city and the plants and 
animals that live there. It would be one more scrap 
of biological diversity down the tubes. But it would 
be... cutting edge. 

That played. That ran up the flag pole and 
everybody saluted. Babe, it was just too sweet. 
The politicians loved it. Mayor Richard 
Riordan said "LA is back," and swung $70 
million in local tax breaks and 20-year prop- 
erty tax waivers so the fledgling $3 billion 
movie studio could spend the taxpayers' 
money instead of their own on those pesky 
infrastructure costs. Chuckling appreciatively, 
Gov. Pete Wilson said, "When I was mayor of 
San Diego, I would have sold my family for a 
deal like this," and kicked in another $40 
million in CalTrans funds for traffic construc- 
tion so that DreamWorks wouldn't have to 
worry about traffic mitigation costs. 

The response of the politically aware and 
influential Hollywood entertainment com- 
munity to the looming eco-disaster in their 
midst has been a winning smile and a firm 
grasp of where their next paycheck may be 
coming from. The EM A Newsletter, put out 
by the Environmental Media Association, 
Hollywood's green connection, recently en- 
dorsed the Playa Vista project on its front page, 
featuring glowing testimonials from actors known 
to fancy themselves as socially and environmen- 
tally concerned. 

While Hollywood ducked and covered, however, 
1 995 was also the year that saw the formation of the 
group Citizens United to Save All of Ballona — a 40+ 
coalition of neighborhood associations, local activ- 
ists and conservation groups, including Los Angeles 
EF! — and the first organized protests against the 
entire proposed development, including the 
developer's promised "restoration." 

Mail and phone campaigns are now gearing up, 
neighborhoods are being canvassed, a California 
Environmental Quality Act lawsuit over 
DreamWorks playing fast and loose with EIR re- 
quirements has a June trial date, and meetings of the 
coalition groups around town are getting larger and 
more vocal. At the same time, the developers are 
getting anxious and the bulldozers are proliferating. 
That means that LA and Ballona will soon need 
many more people with Kryptonite locks and some 
free time — also lockboxes, tripods, barricade experi- 
ence and background or training in non-violent 
action that can be put to good use while the tempo- 
rary restraining orders roll and the TV cameras prod 
the great urban beast to the threshold of awareness. 

A little of that will go a very long way in LA, 
where no one had ever seen the like until a woman 
decided to take a meeting with a bulldozer in 
March. (At her arraignment three weeks later, the 
trespassing charge was dropped when the devel- 
oper, knowing a jury trial and more media cover- 
age were in the offing, declined even to file the 
case.) We're talking law enforcement types who 
think CD is a little silver disc that plays Randy 
Travis tunes. We're talking studio executives in 
Armani suits who just do not need this kind of 
aggravation. There is not a large, homicidally in- 
clined logger in sight. 

The developers are still going through the lengthy 
process of permit approvals for the final two-thirds 
of their mad vision of a shining city in the swamp. 
They don't want to attract a lot of attention. There 
will be many places along the way in which their 
plans can go awry. 

For those able to give of their time and expertise, 
it's showtime. 
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Ward Valley Is Not for Nuke Dumps 


by Daniel Patterson 

Just as temperatures begin to heat up for the 
summer, so does the battle over a nuclear waste 
dump planned in California's East Mojave desert. 
Ward Valley, the proposed site of the dump, is 
located just east of Needles, California, about 20 
miles from the Colorado River. 

Area Indian tribes consider Ward Valley sacred 
land with significant religious, cultural and ar- 
chaeological values. The tribal nations and environ- 
mental activists making up the Ward Valley Coali- 
tion have been cooperatively fighting for years against 
the state of California and its selected dump contrac- 
tor, US Ecology, to stop the dump. The dump would 
accept nuclear waste from Arizona, North Dakota 
and South Dakota as well as California. 

The proposed dump site is currently under Bureau 
of Land Management (BLM) control. In order for 
the dump to be built, the BLM must transfer the 
land to the State of California. The Ward Valley 
Coalition has been focusing its efforts on halting 
that land transfer, which totals 1,000 acres. Al- 
though a few times in the last year the land transfer 
seemed imminent, it has not happened yet. 

The nuclear industry has been prodding the 104th 
Congress to step in and force the Department of 
Interior to give the land to the state immediately. 
Senate Bill 1596, sponsored by Senators Murkowski 
(R-AK) and Johnson (D-LA), and its House version, 
HB 3053, sponsored by Representatives Young (R- 
AK) and Bilbray (R-CA), would force the land transfer 
and allow dump construction to begin immediately. 
President Clinton is aware of the importance of 
California to his re-election bid, however, and it 
appears likely that he will veto any bill forcing a 
nuclear waste dump that is unpopular with Califor- 
nia voters, at least until the election is over. 

Opposition to the Ward Valley dump proposal 
has further weakened American Ecology Corp. of 
Boise, Idaho, the financially wrecked parent com- 
pany of US Ecology. American Ecology's problems 


"raise substantial doubt about the company's abil- 
ity to continue as a going concern," according to a 
June 10 Business Week article. American Ecology 
blames the Interior Department and anti-dump 
activists for delaying the project, which would bring 
in $50 million annually. Even pro-corporate Busi- 
ness Week declared, "American Ecology's financial 
woes cast doubt on the future of a nationwide policy 
to bury low-level radioac- 
tive waste." 

This spring, the BLM 
announced it would be 
preparing a supplemen- 
tal environmental im- 
pact statement (SEIS) on 
the land transfer pro- 
posal. California State 
BLM Director Ed Hastey 
cited the need for the 
new report by saying that 
"new information has 
come forward that de- 
serves analysis and op- 
portunity for public 
comment." 

Hastey may be refer- 
ring to revelations last 
fall about US Ecology's 
dump at Beatty, Ne- 
vada. US Ecology used the Beatty dump as a model 
for the Ward Valley dump, since the terrain and 
rainfall are similar at the two sites. Tritium from the 
Beatty dump migrated to within 10 feet of the water 
table after the dump was in operation for only 30 
years. Concentrations of tritium several times the 
legal drinking water standard were found at the 
fence that surrounds the Beatty dump. It was also 
revealed that this information was not disclosed to 
the National Academy of Sciences during its review 
of the safety of the proposed Ward Valley dump. 

The BLM held its first Ward Valley SEIS workshop in 
Sacramento on June 3. The agency had informed 



ISave San Quintin! 


by Alan White 

Approximately 200 miles south of 
the California border, on the west coast 
of harshly beautiful and NAFTA-threat- 
ened Baja California, lies San Quintin 
(pronounced san keen-teen). Actually, 
there are several San Quintins. There is 
the San Quintin valley. There is the 
bustling city of San Quintin. And then, 
dangerously close to the small city, 
there is the huge "bahia," or bay, over 
three miles wide near its mouth and 
already surrounded in some areas by 
summer homes. This bay, the wet- 
lands around it, and the magnificent peninsula that 
bounds it on the west for almost 10 miles — includ- 
ing interior volcanoes, sand dunes and two barrier 
beaches — are now under assault by the rapacious 
greed of international capitalism. 

PRO ESTEROS, an organization formed some 20 
years ago to protect the fragile coastal wetlands of 
southern California and northern Mexico, first 
learned of the projected disaster in December of '95. 
Sources inside the Mexican tourism office in 
Ensenada informed PRO ESTEROS of the develop- 
ment, as the organization is well-known among 
middle-class Baja Californians for its ability to de- 
velop good scientific data and mobilize preserva- 
tion support. (Their Brant Project, for example, has 
gotten San Quintin high school students involved 
in saving the black brant, a sea-goose that is depen- 
dent on its San Quintin stopovers.) 

PRO ESTEROS officials immediately went to their 
Mexican colleagues, who eventually got the Secre- 
tariat of Environmental and Natural Resources and 
Fisheries (SEMARNAP) to postpone any permits to 
developers until a land-use plan is finished. The 
Secretariat also promised that permits would not be 
awarded without PRO ESTEROS' involvement. 



The pristine bahia falsa at San Quintin 
SEMARNAP also agreed to distribute copies of PRO 
ESTEROS' own proposal and suggested that the 
organization invite other government officials for a 
guided tour of the location. 

Can anything be done to save this pristine area 
and its wetlands? Certainly supporting PRO ESTEROS 
is helpful. But the binational group is both modest 
and moderate in its approach, and its ultimate 
effects may be mitigational at best. Some might 
argue that it is Mexico's land to be used as the 
Mexican see fit. But this of course is a specious 
argument from an ecological point of view, when it 
is transnational money driving development at- 
tempts. Could this region be converted legally into 
a national park or wilderness area that would best 
benefit the whole hemisphere? Is such a thing even 
feasible? Are there any Mexican activists who could 
stop this catastrophe before it even starts? Save San 
Quintin! 

More information is available from PRO ESTEROS 
Co-Chair Patricia Flanagan, c/o San Diego Museum 
of Natural History, POB 1390, San Diego, CA 92112. 
Telephone/fax the Mexican office by dialing di- 
rectly; (011) 52 617 86050. 


activists that they would not be allowing oral testi- 
mony. Around 2:30 pm, a group of about 150 protest- 
ers, including Native elders, moved into the workshop 
meeting room at the Red Lion Inn. As the workshop 
began, tribal leaders informed BLM officials that the 
coalition wanted to give oral testimony. As the feds 
mulled that over the coalition took control. 

To make their intentions clear, activists brought 
in a sound system and recording equipment and set 
it up in the room. Legions of police and Interior 
Department officials did not intervene as the coali- 
tion peacefully took over and began to speak. 

Steve Lopez of the Fort Mojave tribe spoke against 
the dump project and its potential 
harm to the threatened desert 
tortoise, a sacred animal to the 
Mojave people. "It is hard for us 
to explain the sacred ties between 
us and the tortoise," he said. "I 
don't know how the BLM will be 
able to decipher this from their 
standpoint, but it is important 
to us." 

Other activists articulated the 
potential risk of contamination 
of the Colorado River and harm 
to life that is dependent 
on its waters. Federal of- 
ficials sat quietly and lis- 
tened to the activists speak. No one at the workshop 
spoke in favor of the proposal or US Ecology. There 
were no arrests and over 50 people spoke out in 
defense of Ward Valley. Media coverage was excel- 
lent. It was a good day for the movement! 

San Bernardino was the site of a second public 
scoping workshop on June 5. Having learned its 
lesson, BLM came to this meeting prepared to allow 
oral testimony. After a short press conference out- 
side, the crowd of 90 moved into the room at the 
National Orange Show grounds. Preston Arroweed 
spoke for the Colorado River Native Nations Alli- 
ance: "I'm worried about the fish, wildlife, and what 
was meant to be. 1 speak for those living things, 
every fish, every quail, who cannot speak here 
today," he said. "You cannot change what is meant 
to be, because if you do it will wipe us out." 

Activists also pointed out that the Ward Valley 
land-transfer proposal would violate recommenda- 
tions of the Desert Tortoise Recovery Plan, completed 
in 1994. The recovery plan recommends that no new 
dumps be allowed on critical habitat for the endan- 
gered desert tortoise. The tortoise recovery plan also 
specifically notes that the desert tortoise habitat and 
population at Ward Valley is particularly robust and of 
high value to the recovery of the species. 

One of the lighter moments of the hearing was 
when an activist sang "Plutonium Pete," in honor of 
California Governor Pete Wilson, a strong advocate 
of the Ward Valley dump. Wilson declared on 
February 16 that the state would halt plans for the 
dump if the land was not transferred within six 
months; that puts the deadline at August 1 6. Wilson 
has shunned state participation in the SEIS process, 
claiming that all necessary analysis has already been 
done. It seems certain that the land transfer will not 
happen while the SEIS process is underway, and that 
should be for at least another nine months to a year 
or more. 

Since October, 1995, activists have peacefully 
occupied the proposed dumpsite and dubbed it 
"Nobody's Wasteland." The coalition remains on 
the site, prepared to increase its level of non-violent 
direct action to protect Ward Valley. 

You are encouraged to spend some time defend- 
ing your public land in Ward Valley this summer. 
Activists will enjoy the finest in remote desert 
living as they relax in the comfort of spacious, 
specially cooled tents. Bring friends and a positive 
attitude. Be prepared for desert. Please do not bring 
weapons, illegal drugs or alcohol. Nobody's Waste- 
land is located south of the Water Road exit off I- 
40, about 22 miles west of Needles, California. For 
more information contact the Ward Valley Coali- 
tion Headquarters at 107 F Street, Needles CA 
92363; (619) 326-6267; fax (619) 326-6268; e-mail 
savewardvalley@rippers.com. 
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Appalachian Wilderness Cinder Seige 


by Sherman Bamford 

Winding over the ridges west of 
Abingdon, Virginia and north of 
Kingsport, Tennessee — just about as 
far west as you can get in Virginia — 
you are sure to pass the Clinch Ranger 
District of the Jefferson National For- 
est, one of the largest reserves of pub- 
lic land in the coal country of Appala- 
chia. To outsiders, Appalachia is best 
known for money-making riches like 
coal, timber, and natural gas (with 
contrasting abject poverty for 
the majority of non-"stake- 
holders"). Biologists and locals 
who have hiked, hunted or 
fished in the area, know of far 
greater riches. They have a first 
hand knowledge of the strik- 
ing beauty and biological abun- 
dance of the Clinch. 

North of the Clinch is the 
Breaks, a 1 , 600-foot gorge with 
sheer cliffs that are unrivaled 
in the southern Appalachians. 

At the center of the Breaks is 
the Russell Fork, one of the 
most challenging stretches of 
Whitewater in all of eastern 
North America. 

The Breaks slice through Pine 
Mountain, the narrow ridge 
dividing Kentucky and Vir- 
ginia in the heart of the 
Cumberland Mountain 
bioregion. Pine Mountain and 
the Cumberland Mountains 
were studied extensively by Dr. 

Lucy Braun in the early part of 
this century. Dr. Braun, con- 
sidered one of great ecologists 
of the modern era, was drawn to the 
forests of the Cumberland Mountains 
because of their exemplary mixed 
mesophytic forests. Historically, the 
mixed mesophytic forests of the 
Cumberland Mountains supported a 
higher diversity of tree and plant spe- 
cies than virtually any temperate for- 
est in North America. 

The Clinch Ranger District has hold- 
ings only on the drier south side of 
Pine Mountain. The south side of Pine 
Mountain, especially the Laurel Fork 
Roadless Area, may yield many sig- 
nificant old-growth sites because of 
inaccessibility or site conditions. 

Travel south and you pass through 
the Black Mountains, a hilly section 
that is topographically more typical of 
Kentucky than the ridges and valleys 
of Virginia. The Black Mountains are 
not publicly owned. They are heavily 


strip-mined and roaded, as is most of 
the private land in Appalachia. Fur- 
ther south are the publicly-owned Cave 
Springs, Lake Keokee, Roaring Branch 
and little Stone Mountain section of 
the Clinch, an area with one or more 
existing roadless areas that can be ex- 
panded. Much of this area has rich 
limestone-underlain soil with a diver- 
sity of plant species. Major Indiana 
bat caves are nearby. 

The largest collection of publicly 
owned land in the Clinch is the Powell 


Mountain-Stone Mountain plateau, a 
tall, wide block of sandstone and shale 
mountains dropping sharply to the 
northwest and dissected by steep 
gorges on the south and east sides. 
The forested side of the plateau forms 
the headwaters of several tributaries 
of the undammed Clinch River which 
supports one of the highest popula- 
tions of endangered freshwater mus- 
sels in the world. 

The Nature Conservancy studies the 
rare mussels at its Pendleton Island 
Preserve, six to eight miles south of 
the plateau. Other unique features of 
the plateau are 4,200-foot plus High 
Knob-known for rare plants and 
breeding neotropical birds; Laurel 
Fork opportunity area-important wa- 
tersheds with relatively abundant ma- 
ture/old growth forests and Cerulean 
warblers; Devils Fork Roadless Area 


and the adjacent proposed Straight 
Fork Research Natural Area. It also 
includes the Big Stony Gorge-a beau- 
tiful, hikeable gorge through a re- 
markable cove forest; Staunton Creek 
Gorge-a rare dolomite-underlain eco- 
system, and Pickern Mountain-an ap- 
proximately 700-acre mixed meso- 
phytic and oak-pine old-growth for- 
est. Other unique areas such as Little 
Stony Gorge, Guest River Gorge, the 
Glady Fork Beaver Meadow and Ma- 
chine Creek have also been docu- 
mented by the Division of 
Natural Heritage, old-growth 
surveys and activists. 

Mary Byrd Davis wrote in her 
article, "Threatened Eastern Old 
Growth," that recent old 
growth discoveries in the 
Clinch include a 275-acre area, 
a 230-acre area, and a 900-acre 
area, all in the Powell-Stone 
Mountain plateau area. She 
points out that, "Virginia Natu- 
ral Heritage recommends pres- 
ervation for all these newly 
found old-growth sites. How- 
ever, on the Jefferson, pending 
revision of the Management 
Plan, the safety of old growth 
largely depends on decisions 
by district rangers. Clinch old 
growth includes accessible me- 
sophytic hardwood types, and 
the Clinch is under heavy pres- 
sure to produce timber." (Wild 
Earth, Fall 1995, p. 55) 

Activists are making some 
headway in the Clinch Ranger 
District, despite its history as a 
special interest smorgasbord. 
After unsuccessfully appealing the Big 
Flat Top Timber Sale, Bob Mueller of 
Virginians for Wilderness and 
Sherman Bamford of Preserve Appala- 
chian Wilderness took the case to the 
Office of the Inspector General (OIG), 
an agency overseeing and auditing 
action of the Department of Agricul- 
ture. As a result of the OIG investiga- 
tion, four timber sales were perma- 
nently halted due to serious proce- 
dural failures. Unfortunately, the worst 
timber sales — three clearcut units on 
steep hillsides sold to Louisiana-Pa- 
cific — were allowed to proceed. There 
is concern that the Forest Service may 
try to repackage and re-release the 
halted sales or increase logging else- 
where in the Clinch. 

Following the Big Flat Top debacle, 
a new District Ranger has stepped in 
and now more timber sales have been 


approved. One of these, the Cove Creek 
Timber Sale, is a 370-acre sale in Cer- 
ulean warbler habitat. The sale avoids 
documented stands of trees 80 years 
and older, but it proposes 259 acres of 
overstory removal which would re- 
move taller, canopy trees on which 
the warbler depends. The Forest Ser- 
vice admits that such logging is even- 
aged management and that the age of 
the stands would be reduced by more 
than 43 percent. The imperiled Cer- 
ulean warblers need large 
unfragmented tracts of forest habitat. 
In addition there are concerns about 
construction of helicopter pad access 
roads in steep, erodible areas The Cove 
Creek proposal comes at a time when 
there are proposals to log numerous 
other areas — other parts of Laurel Fork 
Opportunity Area, Machine Creek, 
High Knob, and even a small section 
of the Devils Fork Roadless Area. 

Devils Fork is one of the finest 
roadless areas in the Clinch. The Dev- 
ils Fork proposal is a relatively small 
proposal using horse logging. It was 
proposed under the Salvage Rider and 
could include steep slopes (35 to 70 
percent) and is one of a number of 
intrusions into roadless areas. When 
units in the Big Stony RARE II (the 
roadless area that includes Big Flat 
Top) were roaded and logged between 
the early '80s and '90s, the Forest 
Service never analyzed the impacts of 
logging and roadbuilding on the 
roadless area, making them essentially 
illegal. Under the current Forest Plan 
revision process, the Forest Service is 
attempting to eliminate both the Roar- 
ing Branch and Little Stony Roadless 
Areas from the roadless inventory. 

Please write Orland S. Olsen, Jr., Dis- 
trict Ranger, Clinch Ranger District, 9416 
Darden Drive, Wise, VA 24293 and 
William Damon, Jr., Forest Supervisor, 
George Washington and Jefferson Na- 
tional Forests, 5162 Valleypointe Park- 
way, Roanoke, VA 24019-3050; (540) 
265-6049. Tell them that the Clinch is 
an ecological treasure. We need large 
tracts of unfragmented mature/old 
growth forests, not additional resource 
extraction. Stop logging Cove Creek, 
Devils Fork, Laurel Fork OA, Big Flat 
Top, High Knob and other significant 
areas. Protect existing roadless areas and 
add new roadless areas to the inventory. 

For more information, contact 
Sherman Bamford at Preserve Appala- 
chian Wilderness, Southwest Virginia 
Office, POB 13192, Roanoke, VA 
24031-3192; (540) 982-0492. 
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PuLp FicTioN: BLM Cuts PhANTOM Forests 


Forest inventories used as the basis for planning 
Bureau of Land Management (BLM) timber sales 
throughout the western United States are outdated, 
inaccurate or incomplete according to a two year 
investigation by Public Employees for Environmen- 
tal Responsibility (PEER). 

A recently released PEER "white paper," titled 
Phantom Forests, also concludes that the BLM has 
vastly exaggerated the success of reforestation ef- 
forts in its Public Domain timber program, a factor 
which further undermines sound management and 
encourages over-harvesting. 

The PEER study, the first intensive review of the 
BLM's timber program, reveals that most district 
inventories were last updated in the 1960s and 
1970s, despite an agency policy that forest invento- 
ries be updated every 10 years. In some cases, plans 
are based on aerial photographs taken in the 1950s. 


Other districts lack inventories altogether or 
misclassify marginal timber producing areas as pro- 
ductive. PEER inspected and surveyed BLM districts 
in five major timber producing states: Oregon, Wash- 
ington, Idaho, California and Montana. 

"Our on-the-ground inspections prove that the 
Bureau of Land Management is badly mismanag- 
ing fragile public forests," said PEER Executive 
Director Jeff DeBonis, a former US Forest Service 
timber sale planner. "The agency's data base about 
these public resources is the bureaucratic equiva- 
lent of pulp fiction." Compounding the BLM's 
timber planning problems is the failure to replace 
harvested stands. Many districts PEER surveyed 
reported healthy tracts, when reforesting had actu- 
ally failed due to clearcutting and other problems. 
"BLM is managing phantom! forests that exist only 
on paper," DeBonis commented. 


Federal law requires BLM to practice sustainable 
forestry. "Environmentally sound, sustainable tim- 
ber management rests on three pillars: accurate and 
complete forest inventories; careful administration 
of timber cutting so that it reflects the forest plan; 
and precise follow-up, including reforestation to 
preserve forest stands," stated DeBonis. "The col- 
lapse of any one of these pillars dooms the entire 
venture. PEER has found that BLM's Public Domain 
forestry program fails on all three counts." 

"Because BLM's basic planning tool for designing 
and assessing timber sales is so inaccurate, the claim 
of sustainability is what we call a 'wag' or 'wild ass 
guess'," DeBonis concluded. 

For a copy of Phantom Forests, contact PEER at 2001 
'S' St. NW, Suite 570, Washington, DC 20009-1 125; 
(202) 265-PEER; fax (202) 265-4192; e-mail: 
76554.133@compuserve.com. 
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Protesters gather across the Tenessee River from the Watts Bar Nuclear Facility 


The temperature in the Chernobyl 
reactor rose uncontrollably on Friday, 
April 26, 1986, resulting in a melt- 
down and massive steam explosion. A 
second explosion blew dozens of mil- 
lions of curies of radioactivity into the 
environment. 

More than 130,000 people were 
evacuated from the area surround- 
ing Chernobyl; about one million 
people now live under a regime of 
special radiological control. Six hun- 
dred thousand people, including 
250,000 children, received high 
doses of radiation and have been 
entered into a medical register simi- 
lar to the one set up for survivors of 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki. Nearly 
three million acres of agricultural 
land is lost for decades due to con- 
tamination with radioactive cae- 
sium, strontium and plutonium. 

On April 25, 1996, survivors of 
Chernobyl and Three Mile Island, rep- 
resentatives of the Eastern band Chero- 
kee, whistle blowers (ex-workers fired 
for reporting dangerous practices), 
Earth Firstlers and others gathered to 
commemorate the Chernobyl disas- 
ter. They camped across the Tennes- 
see River from the Tennessee Valley 
Authority's (TV A) nuclear plant at 
Watts Bar and held a memorial vigil 
that night. 


Watts Bar, besides being dangerous as 
hell, will cost eight billion dollars. 
Women's cancer rates in Tennessee are 
already 16 percent higher than the na- 
tional average. The TVA tells the public 
that the facility is safe. But hundreds of 
people who worked at the plant have 
reported dangerous situations, short- 
cuts and accidents. They've been build- 
ing the facility for 23 years, and for 23 
years those folks have been talking. 
Despite TVA's hassling and firing the 
whistleblowers, the word is out. 

The morning after the vigil began 
with a rally. "The most serious and 
most dangerous revealed effect is the 
genetic destruction increasing expo- 
nentially with each generation," said 
one Chernobyl victim. 

"Every fourth child born to a survi- 
vor has some sort of mutation or de- 
viation," said another survivor. 

Everyone loaded onto buses after 
the rally and drove across the river 
to the Watts Bar nuclear facility. 
The arrestees linked arms in groups 
of five or more and walked in lines 
up to the property's perimeter 
where the cops were waiting. Mean- 
while, an Earth Firstler or two 
jumped the guardrail beside the 
road, ran into the woods that sur- 
round the facility and planted spi- 
derwort, a plant with flowers that 


turn pink when 
exposed to ra- 
dioactivity. Spi- 
derwort was also 
planted at the 
rally site along 
the road leading 
to the facility. 

There weren't 
any workers 
present at the en- 
trance, only secu- 
rity forces who de- 
clared their au- 
thority and ordered the protesters to 
leave. An EF!er yelled, "These people 
stole this land from the Cherokee! The 
Cherokee are the only ones with au- 
thority here!" Then some Cherokee 
families came to the front and said the 
protesters could stay and that the po- 
lice should leave, at which point the 
cops started arresting people. The po- 
lice used pain holds (which were 
mostly ineffective, thank goodness) 
to subdue arrestees. 

After everyone was busted the po- 
lice declared the rally unlawful and 
demanded everyone split or face ar- 
rest. Bond was set at $500 and ev- 
eryone was out by evening. Several 
cops who were brought in from out- 
side the region said openly that they 
were glad they didn't have to live 


near the plant. Several asked why 
some of the folks had painted slashes 
across their throats. We told them it 
was because that's where they open 
the throat to operate on the thyroid 
of Chernobyl survivors. 

We struck a deal in court with the 
DA a couple weeks later. About two- 
thirds of the arrestees accepted the 
$25 fine and paid a total of $179 after 
court costs. The rest of us opted to 
plead not guilty and engage in a court 
battle. Media coverage was overall sym- 
pathetic and thorough. 

For more information on Watts Bar, 
contact Katuah EF! at 2312 E. 17th St., 
Chattanooga, TN, 37404; (423) 624- 
3939. For copies of video from the week- 
end write Media Rights at Rt. 1, Box 304, 
Whitwell, TN, 37397; (423) 949-5922. 
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Earth First! and Native Alliance Halts Cutting at Enola Hill 


by Mark Lipe anq Sue Nackoney 

"These two must be world record lockdown artists," 
observed a dismayed Freddy as two EF! activists used 
lockboxes to close a US Forest Service gate at Enola Hill 
on the southwest slopes of Mt. Hood, Oregon. 


The two tree-huggers-turned-gate-huggers were 
among 68 activists arrested in a month of protests at 
Enola Hill, an area of Native American spiritual and 
cultural significance and a likely candidate for in- 
clusion on the National Historic Register. 

The 253-acre timber sale has been an issue of 
controversy since its initial planning in 1980. The 
sale was finally released for sale under the infamous 
Salvage Rider. The federal temporary restraining 
order, which halted logging due to potential dam- 
ages to cultural resources, was removed on April 23. 
In response, EFlers arrived the next day to place our 
own temporary restraining order on the gate. 

Thus began the latest direct action campaign to 
defend an area which the Yakima, Warm Springs 
and Nez Perce traditional people regard as sacred 
due to a millennia of use as a vision quest site, a 
medicine gathering area, and place where healing 
ceremonies are held. Enola Hill lies about 45 miles 
southeast of Portland, adjacent to the Mt. Hood 
Wilderness Area and Zig Zag Mountain. The hill 
rises to 3200 feet and is home to a native forest of 
cedar, hemlock and Douglas fir. 

The terrain here is steep, and the forested slopes 
protect stream habitat for various amphibians and 
some of the last runs of wild coho salmon. These 
forests also provide habitat for eagle, hawk, owl, 
cougar, bobcat, coyote, deer, elk, bear and wolver- 
ine. It is in this area that the magnificent cascades of 
Spirit Horse Falls look out to a mostly unbroken 
corridor of forest in the Zig Zag area along US 
Highway 26. 

This is a place where, according to Yakima legend, 
the red-tailed hawk and raven put aside their in- 
stinctive animosity and coexist harmoniously. Such 
events are the very substance of their prophecy; a 
prophecy that people from all walks of life would 
come together to protect Enola Hill, and one that 
proved true. 

Earth Firstl's initial involvement at Enola Hill was 
back in 1992, when the Forest Service allowed 
privately-owned land there to be logged. This kicked 
off a series of protests and lockdowns where 27 
people were arrested and a powerful Native Ameri- 
can presence stood in support. 

The Forest Service continues to disregard elo- 
quent and heartfelt Native American testimony as 
to the sacredness of the area, denying that logging 
activities desecrate what is to traditional people the 
equivalent of a church or a temple. The Freddies' 
latest excuse for desecrating this sacred land is 
provided by the "forest health" Salvage Rider. Their 
propaganda claims that laminated root rot ( phillinus 
wieirii ) necessitates logging. This supposedly ren- 
egade fungus only travels at a rate of two feet per 
year and is a native species that facilitates natural 
succession and forest diversity. 

Native Americans, Earth Firstlers and local sup- 
porters set up a peace camp to move beyond the 


rhetoric of the timber wars. From the start, we 
established a code of nonviolence, and we prohib- 
ited property destruction. The camp, situated on 
the banks of the Zig Zag River, provided a staging 
area for direct action, despite the omnipresent law 
enforcement. Before the camp's tarps were even 
hung, the Freddies were patrol- 
ling, taking down license plate 
numbers, filming all the visitors 
and generally trampling over 
everyone's civil rights. 

Despite the high level of sur- 
veillance and harassment, many 
successful actions were pulled off. 
One night, under tight Security, a 
second lockdown occurred on the 
same gate as the first action. Dar- 
ing EF! activists dashed out of the 
trees to lock the gate shut, sub- 
jecting it once again to the flame 
of the Freddies' blowtorch. An- 
il other action involved defying the 
•I closure and entering the logging 
? units. The chainsaws were silent 
on Enola Hill that day. 

Many activists chose not to co- 
operate with the arresting force and 
were carried out on stretchers to the waiting jail bus. 
Many were dragged, dumped and otherwise roughly 
handled as the Forest Service and Clackamas County 
Sheriff's SWAT team displayed their frustration over 
the successful disruption of logging operations. 

A later action involved locking down to a departing 
log truck as it exited a closure gate, which blocked the 
main highway access. Rain-drenched protesters stood 
for hours holding signs and banners at the truck 
entrance while the ever-present law enforcement 
watched intently at first, disinterestedly soon there- 
after. Eventually, their eyelids grew heavy with bore- 
dom. Then, SHAZAM!, like greased lightning, people 
blocked a departing log hearse while lockdown art- 
ists secured themselves to its belly. 

The snoozing Freddies were perturbed, to put it 
mildly. 

Among the ranks of those arrested were several 
grandmothers, high school students and others 
who defy the media's portrayal of protesters as 
fringe-element radicals. The media, however, seemed 
intent on portraying these acts of civil disobedience 
as the acts of maverick lawbreakers and terrorists. To 
flavor the sensationalist story, one station showed 
scenes of our peaceful protest interspersed with 
footage of the Oklahoma City bombing. Then they 
tried to connect us to the Unabomber and to asso- 
ciate our intent with that of Islamic Jihad. 

The Forest Service did their utmost to marginalize 
us as well. Their spokesperson informed the media 
that they feared encounters with environmentalists 
and were even afraid to be seen wearing govern- 
ment uniforms in public. The Forest Service and 
Clackamas Sheriff Department personnel showed 
up in bullet-proof jackets and with a SWAT team for 
backup. German shepherds patrolled the closure 
and camouflaged Freddies hid in the forest. In 
Orwellian fashion, peaceful protesters were por- 
trayed as violent terrorists. 

The Portland chapter of WALL (Witness Against 
Lawless Logging) organized large rallies in Portland 
and near Enola Hill. This included one of the largest 
rallies yet against the Salvage Rider, where nearly a 
thousand people assembled to witness the devasta- 
tion caused by logging on Enola. Another rally 
motivated 200 people to enter the closure area and 
view a clearcut the Forest Service repeatedly refers to 
as a selective cut. 

Native Americans from Warm Springs, Yakima and 
the First Nations Survival Support Network visited 
the camp frequently to express deep gratitude and to 
offer prayers for our well being and the success of our 
efforts. Earth Firstlers from Olympia to Areata left 
their own pressing issues to assist us with person 
power, equipment, skills and experience. 

Other forms of support included the Ancient 
Forest Hotline, a local and free 800 phone number 
staffed by volunteers. The hotline was updated daily 
to provide news of upcoming and ongoing actions, 


as well as to solicit items the camp needed. Commu- 
nity sponsored KBOO radio in Portland was unri- 
valed in its dedicated coverage of Enola Hill activi- 
ties. Their remote coverage of protests included a 
live broadcast of activists shutting down cutting. 

Many trees have been killed at Enola Hill, and the 
surrealistic sight of helicopter-borne trees whizzing 
over the forest canopy continues. The earth trembles 
daily with the crashing reverberations of trees being 
cut off the steep slopes. 

Despite the death culture's desecration of this 
sacred site on Wy 'East (Mt. Hood), undeniable gains 
were made by the supporters of Enola Hill. Alliances 
were strengthened as environmentalists stood again 
in solidarity with Native Americans. The fortitude 
and conviction of the growing community will 
persevere long after the helicopters and chainsaws 
have departed. 

Many peace camp activists have already relocated 
and are preparing for a summer on the Salvage Rider 
circuit, working as the paramedics of the environ- 
mental movement. Earth First! has once again shown 
a willingness to step in when all other recourse has 
failed, and has taken action inspirational in reach- 
ing a wider community of people. 

Mt. Hood remains standing, the presiding deity 
over its forests and wounded slopes. The commu- 
nity that supports it must continue to grow and 
have courage to stand together in its defense. 


Anpo Ceremonial Site 
Under Immediate Threat 


The First Nations Survival Support Network 
(FNSSN) and Anpo, Inc. have issued an urgent plea 
for support. Anpo's Native American Cultural & 
Spiritual Encampment near Enola Hill is under 
immediate threat from two timber sales, Haze and 
Hazel-2. (Anpo is a Lakota word meaning dawn or 
day break. Anpo, Inc. operates the Native youth 
encampment.) 

The two sales are clearcuts surrounding the Cer- 
emonial Camp. Log truck access to one sale would 
run within 10 feet of the Sundance Arbor where 
worshipers from several First Nations gather for 
traditional rituals. Both cuts would be within sight 
and sound of the sweat lodge, arbor and camp sites. 

In addition to the cultural affront represented by 
the planned cuts, the logging would devastate a 
pristine and sensitive riparian meadow surrounded 
by a centuries-old Ponderosa pine forest. 

Traditionally this is the land of the Tygh Bands of 
the Warm Springs Confederated Tribes. Fifteen 
years ago Anpo, Inc. and Brave Buffalo (Devere 
Eastman) set up an educational/indigenous youth 
camp and secured a lease from the Mt. Hood 
National Forest. Brave Buffalo's vision was to have 
a place where people could come and learn tradi- 
tional ways. 

On January 29 of this year Anpo received a letter 
from Regional Forester John E. Lowe (now retired), 
stating that, "All structures and improvements, 
except those owned by the Forest Service, are to be 
removed by May 1, 1996... at which time the Forest 
Service will remove the improvements and restore 
the site at your expense." 

Additionally, on April 1 archaeologists resumed 
digging in the Sacred Sun Dance area. Some of 
these digs are within 25 feet of the entrance of the 
Sacred Sun Dance Arbor. In a meeting held with the 
Forest Service, they stated that there would be one 
archaeological dig on the other side of the Barlow 
Trail. There have been at least eight digs so far. 

The FNSSN is asking for people to come and help 
stop the genocide and desecration of their land and 
their ancestor's spiritual remains. Visit the camp to 
bear witness to the sacred and environmentally 
sensitive nature of the site and to protest its plun- 
der. Please call in advance in order to receive an 
orientation on how to visit in a manner sensitive to 
its use as a worship center. 

To give support (volunteer, donations, camping 
supplies, non-perishable food, tools, etc.) contact 
the FNSSN at POB 42608, Portland, OR, 97242; 
(503) 635-0460. All donations are tax deductible; 
checks should be made out to "Anpo, Inc." For an 
update on the current situation call the Ancient 
Forest Hotline at (503) 295-6828 or (800) 283-5926. 



Enola Hill inspires mass violation of the federal closure to view an alleged "selective cut." 
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^Warner Creek: The Salvage Sale that 1 Wfc>uldn t Co Away 


by John Green 

Warner Creek was part of a spotted 
owl Habitat Conservation Area when 
arsonists torched it in the fall of 1991. 
There followed five years of meaning- 
less public input, court cases, one mil- 
lion dollars spent on a sham Environ- 
mental Impact Statement (EIS), and 
more Freddy lies and ineptitude than 
you can shake a black stick at. But it 
now appears (to the surprise of only a 
few) that the decision to salvage log 
and utterly trash Warner Creek was 
made perhaps even before the match 
was struck. 

The Willamette National Forest is- 
sued a plan under the Salvage Rider to 
expand vastly the logging at Warner 
Creek. The proposed Warner South 
salvage sale would more than double 
the cut called for in the final recovery 
plan of the EIS, to 19 million board 
feet, making it the largest current sale 
on the Willamette National Forest. 
Leaked Forest Service documents re- 
veal that plans for this expansion of 
clearcutting originated in April, 1995, 
months before the Salvage Rider be- 
came a reality. 

These People Are Twisted 

The Freddies' logic is Orwellian, but 
try to follow it: The logging was origi- 
nally planned on the somewhat laugh- 
able assumption that it would make 
the area safe from future devastating 
wildfire while growing the old growth 
of the future, and protect the lives of 
firefighters by fragmenting the area 
with fuelbreaks to prevent what had 
already burned from burning again. 
Now the Forest Service is saying the 
logging must be expanded to ensure 
that the loggers are safe while logging 
to ensure the safety of firefighters, 
etc., etc. But in order to do this, all the 
trees must be removed, and the slash 
(the most flammable part) must be left 
(creating a fire hazard). Reforestation 
efforts to follow would create closely 
spaced, even-aged tree plantations — 
you know, the kind that burn real hot. 
Ajnazing! Actually, it may not be pos- 
sible to reforest the area at all. Because 
of its dry, south-facing aspect, Warner 
South could be permanently converted 
to highly flammable chaparral. Refor- 
estation efforts in burned over planta- 
tions nearby have failed twice. 

So clearcuts which were originally 
planned at two acres each have been 
expanded to 40 acres; the Freddies 
plan to strip the south side of Big 
Bunchgrass Ridge of all trees. And the 
40-acre clearcuts all fit neatly around 
206 acres of existing (and not recover- 
ing very well) clearcuts, adding up to 
one big clearcut of 326 acres — not 
exactly spotted owl habitat. 

But wait, there's more! 

Stream protection buffers, normally 
175 feet, have been reduced to 50 feet, 
and the loggers will be given discre- 
tion to cut and remove any and all 
"hazard" trees in the buffers. 

As if that wasn't enough, the re- 
moval of the natural regrowth — 1 0,000 
seedlings per acre in some areas — and 
thousands of large snags will double 
the landslide potential in the area. This 
would be reckless in the wake of the 
wet winter of 1995-96 when cata- 
strophic logging-related slides struck 
all over the Northwest's national for- 
ests. Who cares that the Forest Service 
already spent $37,000 on a watershed 
stability project immediately above the 


Warner South sale area? Apparently 
not Forest Supervisor Darrel Kenops, 
who claims that old-growth snags don't 
hold the soil any better than stumps 
anyway. Contrary to his own silvicul- 
turists and technicians, he also claims 
there has been no natural regrowth on 
sizable chunks of the area. 

The Warner South sale is straight out 
of Alternative 'F', the original 
preferred alternative in the EIS. 

It called for massive salvage log- 
ging, but had to be withdrawn 
because of the firestorm of criti- 
cism it sparked; the Willamette 
National Forest was buried un- 
der a landslide of thousands of 
angry letters. Of course, the fact 
that the Willamette's own spot- 
ted owl oversight committee 
found that the logging would 
be legally indefensible — bla- 
tantly destroying spotted owl 
habitat — also influenced the de- 
cision to withdraw it the first 
time around. But now the 
Freddies don't have to worry 
about trifling legalities, thanks 
to the Bill Clinton Lawless Log- 
ging Salvage Rider. It's log away, 
and environment be damned! 

Warner South puts us right 
back to the fall of '92, when 
Alternative F was selected, at 
least partly, because it would 
help the re-election campaigns 
of George Bush and Bob 
Packwood by sucking up to the 
timber industry. So now we are 
confronted with the ugly spec- 
tacle of Bill Clinton imple- 
menting the forest destruction poli- 
cies of the Reagan-Bush administra- 
tions. At long last, it's come to this. 
There Is Hope for Warner Creek 

But don't lose hope just yet. Freddy 
ineptitude can work in our favor, too. 


The Forest Service ignored the scoping 
period required for decisions which 
alter EIS's under the Salvage Rider, and 
the legal notice of the sale required 
under the rider was printed with the 
wrong phone number (some poor guy 
in Oakridge got a lot of angry calls that 
day), and they tried to get away with a 
20-day comment period instead of the 


required 30 (they recently extended 
it), and... in short, they're giving us 
plenty to sue on. 

In addition, the Forest Service still has 
not been able to start logging Warner 
Creek's north side. Those darned activ- 


ists just won’t get out of the road. The 
blockade is now in its tenth month and 
forest defenders dug in at Warner Creek 
are redoubling their efforts. The Warner 
South sale will be opposed with even 
greater determination. 

The Cascadia Fire Ecology Educa- 
tion Project (CFEEP), backed by the 
region's top ecologists, has proposed 
the creation of a Research 
Natural Area encompassing 
the entire Warner Creek burn. 
CFEEP drafted a letter to Presi- 
dent Clinton protesting the 
sale which has garnered the 
signatures of individuals and 
groups across the country 
(1,575,000 people had signed 
as of press time). 

What Can You Do? 

Get hot and bothered about 
this arson salvage scam! Come 
out to Oregon. Cascadia Forest 
Defenders and Southern 
Willamette Earth First! con- 
tinue to blockade the north 
side; defense of Warner South 
is in the planning stages, and 
footloose activists are in con- 
stant demand. 

Write Clinton and demand 
he withdraw this throwback to 
the dark days of Reagan-Bush. 
1 Some people are including 
| burnt matches and charcoal in 
| their letters — it makes an elo- 
| quent statement. Write to Bill 
Clinton, 1600 Pennsylvania 
Ave., Washington, DC 20500. 
Southern Willamette Earth 
First! can be reached at POB 10384, 
Eugene, OR 97440; (541) 343-7305, e- 
mail: swef@efn.org. 

To receive more information about 
the Cascadia Fire Ecology Education 
Project, write to POB 3563, Eugene, 
OR 97403; (541) 726-4738. 


Corporations, Politicians and Pollution 


by John Osborn, M.D. 

Follow the money: The corporate funding of political 
campaigns helps explain what Senator Larry Craig (R-ID) 
wants to do to the Spokane-Coeur d'Alene watershed. 

The world's worst heavy-metal pollution is in the Spokane- 
Coeur d'Alene watersheds. Here is some of the nation's worst 
environmental damage. Clearcuts above heavy metals cause 
floods to surge across toxic landscapes — again and again. 
Each flood dumps nutrients and thousands of pounds of lead 
and other toxic metals into Lake Coeur d'Alene. The Spokane 
River carries the pollution from Idaho into Washington state. 

Senator Craig's two remedies — his so-called "Forest 
Health" bill (S. 391) and his Coeur d'Alene heavy metals 
bill (S. 1614) — will only worsen the world-class environ- 
mental problem confronting these two states. 

What must we do to restore the forests? Hundreds of 
miles of logging roads need to be ripped up and mountain 
slopes re-contoured. This could be a win-win for forests 
and forest-dependent communities, restoring forested wa- 
tersheds while creating jobs for local workers. But the most 
important thing we can do is simply let the forest cano- 
pies — now clearcut — grow back. You cannot log these 
forests back to health. 

Senator Larry Craig's remedy? Follow the money: Craig 
is one of Congress's leading recipients of timber industry 
PAC money. Last year. Senators Craig, Gorton, and others 
succeeded in enacting into law the so-called "Salvage 
Rider," which strips citizens of legal recourse to stop illegal 
timber sales. 

Larry Craig — who for years pressed the Forest Service to 
cut more and more trees in Idaho — has succeeded in having 
the government re-issue illegal timber sales that citizens had 
earlier succeeded in shelving because of watershed damage. 
National Forests are falling. Corporate tyranny reigns. 

Craig is moving to cement the "Salvage Rider into law 
with its sequel: Craig's "Forest Health" bill. On our water- 


sheds, above the toxic wetlands, the overcutting will 
continue, the toxic floods will continue. 

What must we do about the massive heavy metal pollu- 
tion? Every delay in cleanup means more toxic metals 
move downstream into wetlands and into Lake Coeur 
d'Alene, where removal is environmentally dangerous and 
financially prohibitive. The sheer magnitude of the pollu- 
tion and cleanup is reflected in projected cleanup costs. 
The Justice Department sued the mining companies in 
March, estimating damages and costs at $600 million. 
Seattle-based Ridolfi Engineering, under contract with the 
Coeur d'Alene Tribe, estimated cleanup costs at $ 1 billion. 
The value of the minerals taken from the region is esti- 
mated at more than one trillion dollars. 

Senator Craig, Congress's leading recipient of mining 
industry PAC money, recently unveiled his toxic metals bill 
for the Coeur d'Alene Watershed. Senator Craig's heavy 
metals bill: 

•Transfers cleanup costs to taxpayers by effectively re- 
leasing mining companies from paying full clean-up costs. 

•Abolishes the current Tribe-State-Federal government 
oversight, replacing it with a "commission" weighted 
heavily towards mining companies and controlled by 
Idaho's Governor in Boise. 

•Does not appropriate money for the cleanup, deferring 
decisions to the unreliable, politicized, corporate-driven 
yearly budget process in Congress. 

•Fails to address the connected problems of overcut 
forests, floods and the risk that heavy metals on the 
bottom of Lake Coeur d'Alene will be resuspended. 

Follow the money: Congress and the President should 
take a hard look at the toxic, overcut and unraveling 
Spokane-Coeur d’Alene watershed as they scrutinize Craig's 
timber and pollution bills. Leadership is needed, not more 
pandering to corporate campaign contributors. The stakes 
are simply too high. 

This article is reprinted from Transitions. 
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Overlooking Big Bunchgrass Meadow at Warner Creek 


The Indian Curtain: Mythology and the Media 


oil development. All these people will profit hand- 
somely from oil development. The people of Arctic 
Village, on the other hand, aren't getting a big cut 
of the oil money. And there's a real chance that oil 
development may impact migratory caribou herds 
which they still depend on. Naturally, they oppose 
the drilling. 

Given the general level of poverty that character- 
izes most Alaskan natives, one can understand why 
oil dollars are attractive. Nevertheless, that doesn't 
mean the environmental media should continue 
the myths perpetuated by white Europeans (and 
now largely adopted as "truth" by many Indian and 
Eskimo people) who want to believe that the current 
dominant culture and the industrial paradigm are 
somehow an aberration instead of, as I believe, a 
more complex outgrowth of normal human behav- 
ior that everyone shares. 

If one looks into environmental issues themselves 
and avoids the "filtered" perspective one often gets 
from the media, one finds that Indigenous people 
are just as willing to kill off predators, graze live- 
stock, cut trees, drill for oil and in general trash the 
environment as anyone else if they stand to benefit 



financially from this exploitation. Nevertheless, 
what we (humankind) say and what we do are often 
in direct opposition. In nearly every example where 
the profits from land exploitation go directly to 
Indigenous people, they are quite willing to put 
personal profit first, and environmental protection 
second. In this they are not much different than the 
rest of humanity because under our cultural clothes, 
we are all basically the same human animal. 

Acting under the supposition that somehow In- 
digenous people are genetically or even culturally 
different and that we are all products of our culture 
and race is a kind of "cultural determinism" no less 
pernicious than the old notions that people once 
held that certain races of cultural groups were by 
"nature" lazy or stupid. Such a view of cultural 
determinism doesn't leave much hope for the vast 
majority of humanity that were born into the indus- 
trialized first world cultures or who lack the proper 
genetic and racial background for earth-friendly 
behavior. It also imposes a tremendous cultural 
oppression upon Indigenous people who must at- 
tempt to reconcile their own inconsistencies in the 
way they behave with the behavior that is expected 

of them. 

We must recognize that 
culture is dynamic and that 
all humans have the capac- 
ity to act and live in a man- 
ner that is detrimental to 
the land, but can also learn 
to develop a more egalitar- 
ian and caring attitude to- 
wards the Earth, other life 
and other people as well. 
But this can only be nur- 
tured if we accord all people 
the same basic rights, re- 
sponsibilities and opportu- 
nities, and this is where our 
efforts should be directed. 
If we are going to offer cre- 
ative alternatives and op- 
tions so people won't (and 
better yet don't have to) kill 
wolves, cut old growth, drill 
for oil in sensitive loca- 
tions — whatever — then we 
first have to acknowledge 
that all people can and will 
exploit the land if there are 
strong financial incentives 
to do so. And we need to 
make all people equally ac- 
countable foT their actions 
and decisions. 


Mount Graham Injunction Lifted 

Clinton and Congress give the go-ahead for telescope 


by George Wuerthner 

There is an Indian Curtain that exists among most 
of the environmental media, no different than the 
Iron Curtain that once silenced criticism of the old 
Soviet Union regime. There is an unwritten code or 
mythology that permeates the environmental move- 
ment that suppresses any critical examination of 
the behavior of Indigenous people with regards to 
environmental issues. (Let me confuse this mythol- 
ogy further by stating that I am part Indian myself 
as well as a mixture of other racial and ethnic 
groups.) 

The article on the Yukon Government's wolf 
control by Mike Howell which appeared in the May 
1, 1996, issue of the EF! Journal exemplifies the way 
the Indian Curtain often obfuscates the truth. Howell 
attempts to portray the Yukon Territory wolf con- 
trol as merely a capitulation to the profit motives of 
a few outfitters. Certainly the outfitters support 
wolf control as a means of increasing game num- 
bers. But what isn't stated in the article is that the 
local Aishihik "First Immigrant" Indians (I call all 
Indian people including my own ancestors First 
Immigrants since we are only the first to arrive in 
North America in a long line of people moving 
about the globe) support wolf control as well. They, 
like the outfitters, think that wolves are killing too 
many caribou, moose and other big game. And they 
are just as anxious to have the wolves destroyed to 
facilitate expansion of game numbers. 

I can't believe that Howell does not know about 
the Aishihik people’s views on wolf control. Rather, 
I think he ignored their support for wolf killing 
because it would confuse wolf supporters. Indians 
supporting wolf control doesn't fit our mythology 
about Indigenous people. But Indians are no differ- 
ent in their behavior than any other people. Indeed, 
it is racist to suggest otherwise. 

I don't wish to pick on the Aishihik or Mike 
Howell, and if anyone deserves to be vilified it is the 
Yukon government. Nevertheless, it is duplicitous 
to ignore the culpability of the Indian people in the 
wolf control program or in any of many other 
environmentally destructive activities and practices 
condoned or supported by Indigenous or any other 
people. 1 think there is a tendency to do so because 
many people want to believe there was once a 
Garden of Eden and humans who lived in it did so 
without wrecking it. 

There's a lot of rhetoric about Indians being the 
"first" environmentalists who "lived in harmony" 
with nature. While I may grant that at one time this 
was true for Indians to a degree — as it was for 
everyone when humanity as a whole hunted, fished 
and gathered for their living — such "harmony" was 
more likely a consequence of low population and 
limited technology than any particular cultural 
attributes. And even if it was due to a cultural 
perception of the world that is significantly differ- 
ent than what prevails today, culture is not static 
and almost no one alive is completely removed 
from today's dominant cultural values. 

What people say means a lot less than what 
people do. Remember that George Bush was the self 
proclaimed "environmental President," yet Bush's 
actions spoke differently. 

The old adage "follow the money" if you want to 
predict behavior applies just as much to Indigenous 
people as anyone else. When people stand to benefit 
(and this may be in ways other than money, such as 
greater prestige or power) from some development, 
see how they act. For example, although not com- 
monly acknowledged in the environmental media 
most of the Eskimos living along the coast of Alaska 
support oil drilling in the Arctic Wildlife Refuge, as 
does the Alaskan Brotherhood of Native People. The 
only organized opposition to drilling among native 
people in Alaska comes from a few hundred 
Athabascan people living south of the Brooks Range 
in Arctic Village. 

The difference is easily explained by who benefits 
from oil development. The Eskimos of the North 
Slope Borough own the subsurface rights to the oil 
rich lands, while many of the other native people in 
the state own stock in oil companies and other 
Alaskan industries that will benefit financially from 


by Durango Colby 

The battle to save Mount Graham has raged for 
over ten years. Native Americans and environmen- 
talists have fought one illegal move after another by 
the University of Arizona (UofA), the US Forest 
Service, the US Fish and Wildlife Service, the Vatican, 
the Max Planck Institute, and our beloved Congress. 
These foul entities wish to construct telescopes on 
top of Mount Graham — known by the Apache as 
Dzil Nchaa Si'an — and in the process destroy and 
fragment the last refuge of the endangered Mount 
Graham red squirrel. 

Telescope backers have met one of the most well- 
organized and diverse coalitions ever to oppose any 
project. Nearly all Southwestern environmental 
groups have stated opposition, and many Native 
American groups and religious organizations are 
opposed. The coalition filed lawsuit after lawsuit 
losing all of them until finally prevailing in July, 
1994. A Federal District judge finally ordered the 
UofA to comply with the law and do an Environ- 
mental Impact Statement. But did they? No. In- 
stead, they went back to the good ol' boys club (you 
know the place, it's in DC) and got another exemp- 
tion for their eco-destruction. 


Yep, that's right. James Kolbe, Congressman from 
Arizona, decided that his branch of the government 
is more important than the judicial branch, and 
attached a rider to the Omnibus Appropriations Bill 
that exempted the Columbus Telescope from all 
environmental and religious freedom laws. Presi- 
dent Clinton signed that bill into law in May. 

Waving their rider, the UofA went to the courts 
and asked to have that pesky little injunction lifted. 
So, back to court we went. The judge wanted to hear 
oral arguments. Well, we told him what we thought. 
The UofA did nothing to comply with his court 
order over the last two years. We told him how we 
didn't think it was appropriate for Congress to 
override his court order. We told him about the 
recent fire on Mount Graham and how it destroyed 
a lot of critical habitat. He didn't seem to care. He 
said that Congress has the right to make any law it 
wants. 

On May 31, the judge lifted the injunction halting 
the construction of the Columbus Telescope. Envi- 
ronmentalists have appealed the decision to the 
Ninth Circuit Court, and have filed a new lawsuit, 
but construction appears to be imminent. To get 
involved, contact SEAC-SW at POB 1891, Tucson, 
AZ 85702-1891; (520) 322-9819. 
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Communicating Across Cultures 


by Steve Newcomb 

Communicating across cultures can be as diffi- 
cult as it is rewarding. This is certainly true when 
it comes to encounters between Native and non- 
Native people working in the environmental 
movement. I know there are many non-Native 
people who do a great job working and communi- 
cating with Native people on important environ- 
mental issues. But I also have received phone calls 
from people seeking guidance about how to deal 
with young, white activists who, although ad- 
mirably passionate in their desire to save the 
forests, were completely incapable and 
downright arrogant when it came to the 
subtle kinds of perception and openness 
that were needed in order to listen to 
and effectively communicate with tra- 
ditional Native people. 

Unfortunately, many non-Native 
environmentalists do not seem to 
consider it important that Native 
nations and peoples have been 
engaged for centuries in an 
ongoing political, environmental, 
and economic struggle for their 
very survival. Some of these same 
environmental activists do not 
seem to believe that there is 
anything of real value to be learned 
from traditional Native cultures 
when it comes to dealing with 
environmental issues. They seem to 
think that there are no fundamental 
differences between the people of the 
dominant society and Native peoples. I'd 
like to explain why I think this attitude is 
wrongheaded, and call for a more concerted effort 
on the part of non-Native activists to build strong 
alliances between themselves and Native peoples 
around environmental concerns. 

When early Christian Europeans traveled for 
the first time across Native lands in North America, 
they did not find the ecosystem devastated by 
destructive Native cultural land practices. Al- 
though the descriptions varied in the desert re- 
gions, the conquistadors, explorers, chroniclers, 
surveyors and missionaries described the vast 
majority of the lands they were visiting from the 
Atlantic seaboard to the Pacific as virtual "Eden"s. 
Typical of this assessment of the terrain was the 
comment made by Rev. Jedidiah Morse regarding 
the lands of my own Shawnee and Lenape ances- 
tors in the Ohio River valley: "This country may, 
from a proper knowledge, be affirmed to be the 
most healthy, the most pleasant, the most com- 
modious, and the most fertile spot of earth, known 
to the European people." 

It was not by mere happenstance that our Na- 
tive lands were so beautiful and pristine, with 
pure water and rich dark soil, and millions of acres 
of verdant old-growth forests that have since been 
destroyed. Indian nations and peoples had, over a 
period of thousands of years, understood them- 
selves to be an integral part of the processes and 
web of life. They understood, based on origin 
stories and other teachings as well as through 
deep spiritual discernment, that life consists of 
and is sustained by certain natural laws. Elders, 
philosophers and spiritual ancestors constantly 
reminded the people to harmonize themselves 
ceremonially and otherwise with those natural 
laws. Because life is naturally self-renewing and 
self-fulfilling, it is able to provide for the people as 
long as the people uphold the natural laws. Even 
now, many traditional Native people continue to 
understand and endeavor to live according to these 
laws. To a great extent, however, this is made 
virtually impossible now that these natural laws 
have been "outlawed" by the dominating society. 

Today, we as Native nations and peoples live on 
a daily basis with a 500-year legacy of genocide, 
colonialism, domination and the ecological and 
environmental destruction of our previous worlds. 


Those worlds had been constructed and main- 
tained for thousands of years. Collectively 
throughout the western hemisphere, we lost some 
96 million people to murder, disease and through 
the rape of our traditional lands. With an esti- 
mated one out of ten people remaining alive after 
the initial stage of the holocaust had ended, and 
our traditional economies destroyed, things rap- 


idly spun out of balance. Even some of our own 
people began to forget about the discernment of 
our natural, spiritual laws. Many sought solace in 
the teachings of a religion that has, as a first 
principle, "subdue the earth and exercise domin- 
ion over all living things." 

Even now, our holocaust has not ended. The 
war against our Indigenous communities rages 
on, cloaked behind media white outs and various 
kinds of skillfully created camouflage. Entire 
Indian peoples are being killed off (one entire 
people per year in the Amazon since 1900) and 
over 270 of our peoples have been notified of our 
expected extinction dates based on the studies of 
those scholars who diligently make it their business 
to track such matters. Meanwhile, the multi- 
national corporations that, together with 
missionaries and governments, are complicit in 
our demise, grow fatter and more brazen. 

We've had empires erected on top of us and our 
traditional territories without our free consent. 
We've not been allowed to maintain our tradi- 
tional lifestyles, nor even to protect and hold on 
to the human skeletal remains of our ancestors. 
Some of us were the victims of a United States 
eugenics program, which proceeded Hitler's eu- 
genics project. We have been knowingly 
used by the United States federal govern- 
ment as nuclear guinea pigs and had our 
once pristine rivers, aquifers and other wa- 
terways — the veins of our Mother Earth — 
poisoned with radioactivity and other un- 
speakable chemical pollutants, in violation 
of our own traditional systems of law. 
Women's breast milk, which is sacred, now 
contains these toxins. Our fisheries have 
also been poisoned and destroyed. And we've 
had the most powerful empire on the planet 
use its most powerful and diabolical tech- 
niques on us in an effort to keep us weak 
and divided. Our great Shawnee leader 
Tecumseh could talk non-stop for hours 
recounting the violations of the United 


States, and that was in the early 1800s, so you can 
imagine how long it would take now to recount to 
you all that Indigenous nations and peoples we 
have been through, throughout the entire West- 
ern Hemisphere. 

As with all people, there is incredible diversity 
between and within our Native communities. 
Some Native people were raised traditionally, 
speaking their own language, attending ceremo- 
nies and being educated by their grandparents 
and other elders. Some were sent off to boarding 
schools where they suffered sexual, physical 
and mental abuse inflicted on them by those 
who were responsible for their well being. 
Some were adopted into non-Native Mor- 
mon or Christian families where they 
learned very little, if anything, of their 
traditional wisdom and ceremonial 
practices. And some experienced sev- 
eral of those settings during the time 
they were growing up. 

Given these and many other con- 
tributing factors, is it any wonder 
that there is a lot of diversity today 
in terms of "Native" attitudes and 
behavior when it comes to land use 
policies? And yet despite all these 
and many more historic impacts on 
Native communities, our elders and 
our traditional people, and, yes, even 
many tribal council officials do desire 
to restore a way of life based on tradi- 
tional laws and values. In many Native 
communities— Lil' wat, Zuni, Lakota, 
Anishnabe, Haudenosaunee, etc. — through 
creative projects, Native communities are 
once again bringing forward traditional natu- 
ral law systems for the sake of the future genera- 
tions and all living things. 

For Native and non-Native activists alike there 
is a common ground that we all share, and that is, 
quite literally, the Earth beneath our feet. But, in 
my view, there are three things that any non- 
Native environmentalist could use when it comes 
to how they perceive, think about and judge 
Native people: compassion, humility, and a de- 
tailed historical understanding of what Native 
nations and peoples have been through and are 
continuing to go through at this time. It is my 
strong hope that non-Native environmentalists 
will support traditional Native people in their 
efforts to bring forward their own traditional 
laws. As they do so, perhaps those who don't 
know will begin to realize how much it is possible 
for the dominant society to learn from Indig- 
enous ecological wisdom which has been accu- 
mulated over thousands of years. 

Finally, I'd like to suggest that there is a definite 
need for compassion toward Indigenous peoples 
who are themselves very much endangered by the 
eco-terrorism of the dominant society. What we 
need now more than ever between Native and 
non-Native people are open lines of communica- 
tion and strong environmental alliances as we 
enter the twenty-first century. 

Steve Newcome is Director of the Indigenous Law 
Institute based in Eugene, OR. 


Catfish Causes Havoc 

A barbed beast 10 feet long and with a head more 
than three feet wide has reportedly been terroriz- 
ing man and even man's best friend in the river 
Endau in Johore, Malaysia. 

The voracious catfish was recently seen attack- 
ing two dogs that wandered into the water. 

The monster catfish reportedly has poisonous 
spines that paralyze those stuck by them. 

Scientists say the fish is probably a Bagarius 
Bagarius, which goes by the Punjab name "goonch." 

— Los Angeles Times 
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Vermont Hardwoods 
Headed for Chipville 

In a series of recent timber sale proposals, the Forest Service 
announced plans to log over 800 acres of the Green Mountain 
National Forest (NF) in Vermont. Two hundred and sixty four acres 
will be logged using clearcutting and its variants. A total of over 4.5 
million board feet of timber will be removed from the Green 
Mountain NF with these five sales. 

The Chandler Ridge and South Lincoln timber sales, which call 
for two-stage clearcutting of 86 acres of rare oak stands, have drawn 
particular public opposition. Environmental Assessments for the 
five timber sales total over 191 pages of text, charts and maps. 
Forest Service regulations require comments from the public no 
later than 30 days after an Environmental Assessment is issued. 

"The Forest Service gives lip service by saying they want public 
input, but in practice they are making it impossible for the public to 
be involved in the management of their forests," said Mathew 
Jacobson, Executive Director of Green Mountain Forest Watch. 
"Swamping the public with nearly 200 pages of documentation for 
five separate logging operations and telling them that they have 
only 30 days to comment demonstrates that the Forest Service is 
more interested in steamrolling the public with the Forest Service's 
logging agenda than meaningfully considering public input." 

The timber sales follow a restructuring of the Forest Service in 
Vermont in the wake of a recent court decision which declared 
Forest Service plans to log in the Lamb Creek roadless area of the 
Green Mountain NF illegal. A new forest supervisor, planner, and 
district ranger have been appointed. 

According to Green Mountain Forest Watch, these logging pro- 
posals violate the Forest Plan for the Green Mountain NF. Unlike 
the West, where there are vast public holdings of forestland, the 
Green Mountain NF makes up only five percent of the state of 
Vermont. The Forest Plan states: 

We believe that public land in New England is scarce and precious. Our 
management philosophy reflects that belief. The Green Mountain Na- 
tional Forest should be managed to provide benefits that private land 
does not... With its large blocks of land in remote areas, the Green 
Mountain Native Forest is particularly well suited to providing opportu- 
nities for back country recreation and Wilderness. 

The plan further states that while "Private lands should easily 
be able to meet society's demand for wood products... private 
lands are less well suited to meet demands for recreation and 
wildlife benefits." 

Green Mountain Forest Watch is asking the Forest Service to 
extend the public comment period for all five sales by 60 days to 
allow enough time for the public to consider these proposals and 
provide meaningful input. Letters should be received before 
August 1, 1996. 

Send letters or inquiries to District Ranger Barthelme at Green 
Mountain National Forest, 231 N. Main St., Rutland, VT, 05701- 
2417; (802)747-6700. 

For more information, contact Green Mountain Forest Watch at 
48 Elliot St., Brattleboro, VT, 05301; (802) 257-4878; e-mail: 
grnmt@eworld.com. 

Yellow-legged Frog on 
Brink of Extinction 

The Biodiversity Legal Foundation of Boulder, Colorado, and two 
individual California biologists filed suit on May 23, 1996 in the 
District of Columbia in order to force the Fish and Wildlife Service 
into responding to the emergency facing the southern California 
mountain yellow-legged frog. 

With less than 100 adult frogs remaining in eight small popula- 
tions in the Angeles and San Bernardino National Forests in 
southern California, the mountain yellow-legged frog is in immi- 
nent danger of extinction. 

The suit, which names as defendants both Bruce Babbitt, the 
Secretary of the Interior, and Mollie Beattie, the Director of the Fish 
and Wildlife Service (FWS), seeks to force the agency into acting on 
a December 21, 1995, emergency petition to list the mountain 
yellow-legged frog as endangered. FWS has ignored both the 
emergency petition and the original July 10, 1995, petition to list 
this frog as endangered. 

"The Service is not only violating the clear Congressional direc- 
tive to respond to petitions — and in particular emergency peti- 
tions — in a timely manner, it is violating its own most recent policy 
pronouncement, which states that emergency listings are the 
Service's number one priority, " said Jasper Carlton, Director of the 
Biological Legal Foundation. 

For more information, contact the Biodiversity Legal Foundation 
at (303) 442-3037. 
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Virginians Stop Highway! 

Virginia's Commonwealth Transportation Board (CTB), citing 
opposition from environmental groups and the US Forest Service, 
is backing off its plan to reroute and widen US 58 through the 
middle of the Mt. Rogers National Recreation Area (MRNRA) in 
southwest Virginia. 

During a CTB work session held on May 8, the Virginia Department 
of Transportation acknowledged that the "probability of eventually 
obtaining approvals to construct along this corridor are extremely 
unlikely." In 1992, a previous board approved Alternative 2 A, a four- 
lane super highway that would have bisected the 1 54,000 acres of the 
MRNRA destroying the popular Hurricane campground and follow- 
ing a mile of the Appalachian Trail. 

The Virginia Department of Transportation stated that after select- 
ing Alternative 2A, "we began to receive notices of organized and 
wide spread opposition to the decision." 

For four years, the Mountain Heritage Alliance coordinated local, 
regional and national efforts to overturn the CTB decision to construct 
a four-lane US 58 through the MRNRA. The Southern Environmental 
Law Center assisted and represented Mountain Heritage Alliance on 
this matter. These efforts along with the assistance of activists nation- 
wide have apparently paid off. The Forest Service received more than 
1000 responses, with only 11 respondents in favor of Alternative 2A. 
This overwhelming opposition to the project has been essential in 
changing the Department of Transportation's plan. 

The Virginia Department of Transportation will instead focus on 
safety improvements to existing two-lane roads such as state Route 
16 and US 58 through the MRNRA. Law Center Staff Attorney Kay 
Slaughter said, "The Virginia Department of Transportation is taking 
a sensible and reasonable approach not to waste scarce funds on an 
environmentally destructive and costly road." 

For more information, contact Mark Borker at by The Mountain 
Heritage Alliance, POB 361, Marion, VA, 24354; (540) 342-5580, or 
Tom Davenport at (540) 475-5054. 



"OUTER BELTWAY” THREATENS 
TREES OLDER THAN AMERICA 

A tulip poplar 18 feet in circumference in the Rock Creek Water- 
shed and a twelve-foot-circumference pin oak in Northwest Branch 
Park, Maryland, lie directly in the path of the proposed Inter County 
Connector (ICC), an 18-mile, billion dollar "Outer Beltway" (also 
known as 1-370) from Gaithersburg to Laurel, Maryland. 

The ICC would fragment the most pristine forest lands left in 
Montgomery County which include many trees that predate the Civil 
War, when most of the woods in the DC area were clearcut. A few trees, 
like this oak, are likely more than 200 years old. The ICC's route would 
blast through Rock Creek Regional Park, Northwest Branch Park and 
the Paint Branch watershed (the latter still has naturally reproducing 
brown trout, an indicator of healthy water quality). 

The Environmental Protection Agency, US Fish and Wildlife Ser- 
vice and the Army Corps of Engineers have opposed this highway for 
many years due to its outrageous environmental destruction. The 
State of Maryland and the governments of Montgomery and Prince 
George County's hope to build the ICC to appease corporate interests 
and avoid the tough choices about land use policies and reducing 
automobile dependency. 

Due to its pristine characteristics, the ICC route should be pro- 
tected as wild land to preserve scarce habitat and interconnecting 
green-ways and to provide educational opportunities found in native 
ecosystems that are rapidly disappearing as DC suburbs grow. 

This region's extreme traffic congestion — the second worst in the 
US after Los Angeles — won't be solved by more roads and sprawl. 
For more information on how to get involved, contact Mark 
Robinowitz at Anacostia/Rock Creek EF!, POB 5625, Takoma Park, 
MD 20913; (301) 270-0857. 



Stone Container Logs La Sierra, Ruins Watershed 


by Tim Haugen 

A battle is being waged in the San 
Luis Valley of southern Colorado by 
an alliance of tie-died eco-defenders, 
Catholic nuns and Chicano farmers. 
At stake is the 77,524 acre Culebra 
Mountain tract, traditionally known 
as La Sierra. It is here that one man's 
effort to assert his "property rights" is 
destroying roadless old growth, en- 
dangered species habitat, a watershed, 
and consequently the livelihoods of 
300 Chicano farm families who de- 
pend on the annual snow melt to fill 
their acequias (irrigation ditches). 

The Chicano people of San Luis have 
long-standing ties to this land. Many 
of the current farmers are fifth or sixth 
generation. Their claims to the land 
date back to a Mexican land grant 
which recognized the importance of 
the Culebra watershed by granting 
the people title to the land from the 
valley floor to the peak of the moun- 


tain. However, when the US stole this 
land from Mexico, the new overlords 
recognized the legitimacy only of the 
farmers' claims to the lowlands. Thus, 
the people were denied legal claim to 
the source of their water. Neverthe- 
less, the mountain continued to be 
utilized as a community commons 
until the 1960s. 

In 1960, lumberman Jack Taylor (a 
descendant of President Zachary T ay- 
lor) obtained the land for back taxes. 
The deed included a clause which 
guaranteed that locals could continue 
their traditional subsistence activi- 
ties there. However, in 1964, Mr. Tay- 
lor went to court in Denver and had 
the clause removed. There's been big 
trouble ever since. 

Most recently. Jack Taylor's son, 
Zachary, has contracted with Stone 
Container Forestry to log La Sierra. The 
specifics of the contract are a closely 
held secret and county officials have 
been denied access to the land to ob- 


serve the logging. However, based on 
comments by Mr. Taylor, it is esti- 
mated that the contract is for approxi- 
mately 32 million board feet. Officials 
who flew over the site estimate that 
some 5-8,000 acres have been clearcut. 
Taylor has described this activity as 
"watershed improvement." 

The people of San Luis farm their 
small plots of land as their ancestors 
did, without chemicals. They plant 
corn and beans that have adapted to 
this high desert. They recognize the 
interdependence of all life. They have 
a lot to teach others about sustainable 
living. However, 

their livelihoods and 

their examples will 
be lost if we don't 
stop the logging. 

On June 10, mem- 
bers of the Salva tu 
Sierra Coalition 
marched to the gate 
of Taylor ranch and 


presented a statement of grievances 
and demands which included a halt to 
logging, complete watershed restora- 
tion, public review of the logging to 
date, and good faith negotiation be- 
tween Taylor and the farmers. 

Call me cynical, but history tells 
me that Mr. Taylor will need more 
than this statement to be moved to a 
just solution. The people of San Luis 
want our help. For more informa- 
tion on how you can get involved in 
the struggle to save the San Luis 
Watershed, contact Devon Pena at 
(719) 672-3355 or Kirsten Atkins at 
(970) 641-7128. 


Reckless Drivers Endanger Terrapins 


by Lynn Hamilton 

There are sea turtles and fresh water turtles, and 
then there are diamondback terrapins: the evolu- 
tionary link between the two. Diamondback ter- 
rapins live in marshes and brackish areas of North 
America's east coast and the Gulf of Mexico. 

One of the brighter moments in the moral evolu- 
tion of the human species was when we quit hunt- 
ing and eating sea turtles. People have pretty much 
lost their taste for a diamondback terrapin snack. 

One of our bleaker moments was when recent 
studies revealed that 80 percent of drivers will 
deliberately swerve out of their way to run over a 
snake or turtle. The diamondback terrapins of coastal 
Georgia have been holding their own and even 
slowly increasing their numbers, despite the fact 
that Highway 80 was built only a few feet from the 
beach where they lay their eggs. 

Local scientists are not so sure, though, that the 
population will survive the increase in traffic 
when the Olympics come to town. Though most 
Olympic events will center around Atlanta, 
Georgia's narrow coastline will be the site of the 
sailing competitions. Overnight development and 
crowding threaten the fragile marine ecosystem, 
including the diamondbacks. 


Georgia's coastal fauna is constantly at the mercy 
of big industry accidents. If, for instance, there's a 
spill from Kemira, the bleach manufacturer, or 
from the various turpentine and paper mills lining 
the shore, everybody's in trouble. 

Activists looking for some small but really effec- 
tive thing to do for animals today can call the 
Georgia State Police at (912) 651-3000 and the 
Tybee Island Police at (912) 786-5600. Ask them 
politely to deploy their enormous force to protect 
terrapins on Highway 80 just west of Tybee Island. 
Gently remind them that under cruelty to ani- 
mals laws, they may arrest to their hearts' content 
anyone who deliberately swerves into another 
lane to hit an animal. 

Furthermore, anyone who swerves off the 
road or onto the double yellow line to hit an 
animal can and should be arrested for reckless 
driving. Ask them to make terrapin protection 
a priority during the Olympic events. If they 
ask why you are calling from so far away, tell 
them the Carolina diamondback is cherished 
around the world. Act surprised that they didn't 
know that. Whether you add that the dia- 
mondback terrapin is more important to you 
than god, country or any gold medalist, I leave 
up to you. 


Willamette Industries Hungry for Hardwoods 


by Andrew Bamsa George 

As the chip mills sharpen their 
teeth for the Southeast, com- 
munities throughout the south- 
ern Appalachians are preparing 
for the battle of their lives. 

The efforts of corporations like 
Willamette Industries to pen- 
etrate and pillage the recover- 
ing highland forests of the 
southern Appalachians — like 
they did with over 30 chip and 
pulp mills spread over the Ten- 
nessee-Tombigbee Waterway 
and associated rivers in Alabama 
and Mississippi — are abhorrent. 

A community of concerned 
citizens are outraged by the pro- 
posal to build a chip mill in a 
quiet place in North Carolina 
called Union Mills. The 
Willamette mill would be the 
first in the southern Appala- 
chians. Environmentalists rec- 
ognize how this community's 
reaction will serve as a proto- 


type for other towns in the 
region and are banding to- 
gether to make Willamette's 
trip south an utter failure. 

The citizens of Union Mills 
and other people throughout 
the southern Appalachians ex- 
tend to you a personal invita- 
tion to a rally to save Union 
Mills and stop Willamette dead 
in its tracks. The gathering will 
take place on Saturday, July 20, 
from 12pm to 6pm. There will 
be music, free food and dynamic 
speakers. The rally will be held 
in Union Mills at a location to 
be announced. 

If the rally doesn't stop 
Willamette, many dedicated citi- 
zens and neighbors of Union Mills 
are willing to do whatever is nec- 
essary to hold on to their lives, 
liberty and pursuit of happiness. 

This is not the typical south- 
ern Appalachian reaction. Life 
in this sleepy community in 
the foothills of the Blue Ridge 


usually revolves around 
church, family and a strong 
work ethic. But with 
Willamette circling overhead, 
folks like Union Mills resident 
Mitch Mulkey are considering 
less traditional alternatives fol- 
lowing the rally. 

"If Willamette 
comes in here, we'll 
wind up being a third 
world colony and the 
common man will 
have to do without 
his biodiversity and 
peace of mind. Basi- 
cally, I'm not a civil 
disobedient person," 

Mulkey said. "But ifl 
have anything to do 
with it, I aim for there 
to be some trees left 
for our kids." 

For more informa- 
tion, call Andrew 
Bamsa George at 
(910) 877-1551. 


Who Needs Progress? 


"You can't stand in the way of progress." 

"Progress is good." 

"If it weren't for progress, why we'd still be 
livin' in caves." 

All of the above statements are often used by 
industrialists, politicians and others to justify 
turning a blind eye toward the environment. 

Strangely enough, for once the Alberta Wil- 
derness Association (AW A) agrees with them. 
That's because since the beginning of 1996, the 
AWA has enjoyed an unprecedented three con- 
secutive victories in row. 

This winning streak started on the afternoon 
of January 11, 1996, with the establishment of 
the 792-square kilometer Wildland Park in the 
Elbow-Sheep Wilderness. Next came the an- 
nouncement on January 17, 1996, of the cre- 
ation of the Kakwa Wildland Park in Northern 
Alberta on the BC border. Then came the news 
that the Alberta Energy & Utilities Board had 
issued an interim directive that would protect 
an internationally significant wetland in the 
Hay-Zama Lakes Area of northwestern Alberta. 

All of these success stories have at least one 
thing in common: the involvement of a strong 
grassroots movement that was unflappable in 
its determination to influence government, in- 
dustry and community leaders to change poli- 
cies and begin protecting wild areas. The key is 
not to let anything impinge on the progress that 
has been made. There are thousands of hectares 
of fragile wilderness yet to be protected! 

Get involved with the Alberta Wilderness As- 
sociation. The aforementioned successes were 
the result of volunteers, which are the heart and 
soul of the AWA. We are perpetually looking for 
talents ranging from writing to being a wilder- 
ness watchdog. 

If you're interested in getting involved in a 
worthwhile "work in progress," you can write 
letters, make phone calls, recruit members and 
promote a conservation concern. 

Contact AWA for more details at Alberta Wil- 
derness Association, POB 6398, Station D, 
Calgary, AB T2P 2E1, Canada; (403) 283-2025. 
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Cove/Mallard Action Coming to a Head 


ness together. Such corridors are cru- 
cial to the survival of many species. 

The Forest Service has proposed a 
series of sales which would build a 
network of 145 miles of roads and cut 
P»lm illion board feet of timber, enough 
to fill 26,000 logging trucks. Citizens 
have opposed these sales by adminis- 
trative and judicial means since they 
were first proposed in 1980. In 1992, 
however, those working within the 
system came to the end of their rope. 
The chainsaws were fired up, the feller- 
bunchers approached and the timber 
beast moved in. 

The Cove/Mallard resistance began 
when Wild Rockies Earth First! hung a 
banner from the roof of the Nez Perce 
National Forest Supervisor's Office in 
Grangeville, Idaho. Since that day in 
1 992, activists have been putting their 
bodies on the line to halt the destruc- 
tion. Hundreds have been arrested, 
serving nearly 1,000 days in jail. 

Sometimes, from on the ground, it's 
hard to see that we're winning. But we 
are. The Cove/Mallard timber sales 
were projected to take six years. Going 
into the fifth year of the project, 
they've completed 25 of the proposed 
145 miles of road, cut 12 of the pro- 
posed 200 units, and extracted five 
million of the proposed 81 million 
board feet of timber. At this rate, it's 
turning into a 25-year project. The 
Forest Service can't hold out anywhere 
near that long. 

Cove and Mallard are vital to the 
biological integrity of the Greater 
Salmon-Selway. But more than that, 
it's become a test of whether or not the 
Forest Service can log roadless areas in 
the Wild Rockies. If we can hold out, 
if we can keep resisting, if we can 
provide such a powerful opposition 
that the Forest Service throws up its 
hands and walks away in disgust, they 
probably won't try anything like this 
again. If we win here, we protect all 

Wilderness Warriors Wanted 

by Siskiyou Forest Defenders 

The China Left Timber Sale lies in the headwaters of the Left Fork of Sucker 
Creek, in the Siskiyou National Forest. This area is part of a late successional 
reserve and a key watershed under the President's Northwest Forest Plan. The Left 
Fork of Sucker Creek is some of the last healthy salmon habitat in the Siskiyous. 

The ecological importance of these last remaining islands of biodiversity in 
the Kangaroo Roadless Area cannot be overemphasized; the future health of the 
entire Siskiyou Bioregion is dependent on the continued existence of these 
critical watersheds and wildlife corridors. 

China Left is a group of 1 6 large patches of pristine old growth in an otherwise 
butchered and fragmented ecosystem. This Section 318 sale was sold as part of 
the notorious Hatfield rider of 1989 which exempted many of the Northwest's 
worst timber sales from environmental law: the first big logging-without-laws 
rider. 

But it isn't just the fact that China Left is a significant wildlife corridor 
between the Red Buttes Wilderness and the Siskiyou Wilderness that makes this 
sale so atrocious; the ancient trees themselves are an endangered species in the 
over-logged Pacific Northwest. The China Left sale encompasses 530 acres of 
steep, rocky terrain and will remove 12.7 million board feet of wood, most of 
which will be from clearcuts. 

This sale, if completed, will trash an ecosystem which is already struggling to 
survive and heal from years of human abuse. It will also add further stress to the 
rapidly declining salmon population for years to come. 

China Left means mud slides and scorched Earth. China Left means another 
timber beast getting rich at the expense of future generations. China Left means 
extinction. China Left must be stopped! 

Rough And Ready Lumber has already logged four units. They will be moving 
on to the remaining areas imminently. All but one of these units are clearcuts. 

Time is running out for China Left and strong action must be taken 
immediately if we are to save these precious cathedrals of life. 

We need warriors against lawless logging, NOT witnesses! Anyone with a 
strong desire to come to southern Oregon and fight for these ancient trees 
should contact Siskiyou Forest Defenders at (541) 732-3101. We need all the 
help we can get! 


BY THE Moscow OFFICE COLLECTIVE 

Since 1992, Earth First! activists, 
Seeds of Peace and many others have 
been resisting the destruction of Cove/ 
Mallard. As we go into our fifth year 
on the front lines, things are ready to 
come to a head. 1 996 just might be the 
year we shut them down. 

For those who haven't been reading 
this rag faithfully for five years, here is 
some background information. Cen- 
tral Idaho is dominated by the Greater 
Salmon-Selway Ecosystem, the largest 
intact wildlands complex in the lower 
48 states. 

The Cove and Mallard roadless areas 
fill a notch between the Selway-Bitter- 
root, River of No Return, and Gospel 
Hump designated Wilderness Areas. 
Cove and Mallard serve as biological 
corridor, linking segmented wilder- 

Cove/Mallard 
Needs You! 

If you can't make it to Idaho 

this summer, here are some 

things you can do to help sup- 
port the Cove/Mallard campaign: 

• send us donations of money, 
gear, warm clothing, bulk 
food and backcountry food; 

• conduct outreach in your com- 
munity (call us for flyers and 
fact sheets); 

• hold a fundraiser in your 
local community; 

• tell all your friends to come 
to Idaho; 

• go out and defend a piece of 
land close to your home; 

• hold a solidarity action in your 
area on August 1 6, Wild Rockies 
International Day of Action. 



the roadless areas in the Greater 
Salmon-Selway Ecosystem, and help 
defend all of the roadless areas in the 
Wild Rockies. 

Unfortunately, there's a big obstacle 
in our way this year. The old Forest 
Supervisor, Mike King, got canned (the 
agency calls it "transferred") last year. 
He's been replaced by Coy Jemmett, a 
timber pimp who’s been brought in 
specifically to get the cut out. 

It is rumored that Jemmett justifies 
increasing the cut by telling employees 
how much worse it would be if the state 
of Idaho got management control of the 
Nez Perce Na- 
tional Forest. The 
Idaho Legislature 
passed a law en- 
couraging this 
pipe-dream last 
session, but there 
is little chance that 
even the Republi- 
can Congress 
would go along 
with such a pro- 
posal. It's not 
much of a choice 
anyway — kind of 
like the difference 
between Hitler 
and Stalin. 

The new Su- 
pervisor also has 
a reputation for 
silencing inter- 
nal dissent (read: 
biologists with 
legitimate con- 
cerns) through 
transfers and 
other activities. If you don't help get 
the cut out, you're gone. 

Of course, we've got a thing or two 
in our favor this year. To start with, 
we're going to have the numbers for 
some truly incredible direct action. 
People are coming from around the 
world to join the Cove/Mallard resis- 
tance. And, of course, with the Round 
River Rendezvous coming our way 
(see last issue's blank wall), our num- 
bers will swell until we have an army 


of wierdos and freaks ready to take 
on the Forest Service, the chainsaws 
and the dozers. 

With all these people coming our 
way, we're calling for Wild Rockies 
Summer. Our Roadless Rescue Tour 
will visit some of the most vicious 
salvage sales in the Wild Rockies, 
including the Boise Salvage Sale (at 
275 million board feet, this is the 
largest sale in the history of the For- 
est Service). 

Actions will take place throughout 
the bioregion, whether it's civil disobe- 
dience in the public spotlight, or small 
bands with a 
slightly different 
agenda. The Fred- 
dies will be spread 
pretty thin. 

We're playing 
from a position 
of strength this 
year. Our num- 
bers will be at an 
all-time high. 
Our opponents 
are still licking 
their wounds 
from the budget 
battles. The 
Freddies may be 
strong on the 
roads, but we 
own the wilder- 
ness and we're 
ready to go wild. 

So come on 
out to Idaho and 
help us shut the 
timber beast 
down. We need 
you and your affinity group, your 
friends and family too. Be prepared 
for action and adventure, be prepared 
for lots of good times, and be pre- 
pared for resistance. Come help us 
out. Remember, only you can stop 
forest rapers. 

For more information, contact the 
Cove/Mallard Coalition at POB 8968, 
Moscow, ID 83843; (208) 882-9755, 
fax (208) 883-0727; e-mail: 

cove@moscow.com. 



Protesting Corporate Dominance 


This banner was hung by Earth First! at a Shell Oil facility in San Francisco on May 20. The 
occasion was a protest against Shell, part of the Campaign to End Corporate Dominance, and was 
attended by Communities For A Better Environment; Equal Justice; Food Not Bombs; Greenpeace; 
the Nigerian Conscience Party; the Oil, Chemical, and Atomic Workers Union; Rainforest Action 
Network; and the Sierra Club. Local Earth Firstlers produced a report on Shell outlining their 
crimes and criticizing their activities in Nigeria, the North Sea and their Bay Area refinery in 
Martinez. Hundreds of flyers were passed out to commuters, a skit, “Attack of the Killer Shell," 
was performed, and Shell did not do too much business that morning. For a copy of our report on 
Shell, send SI and a stamped, self-addressed envelope to EF!, POB 83, Canyon, CA 94516. 
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Gila Arson Investigation Sham 


by Todd Schulke 

The burning issue in the Gila these days is arson 
and the hot topic of discussion is the Gila National 
Forest's (GNF) involvement in setting fires. 

There are currently two separate ongoing investi- 
gations in the Gila concerning arson-for-profit. The 
Southwest Center for Biological Diversity (SWCBD) 
called for an investigation of the HB Fire of 1995 and 
in the process discovered an ongoing investigation 
of GNF employee involvement in arson fires. 

On July 27, 1995 (the same day the Salvage Rider 
was adopted), a suspicious human-caused fire was 
started in the Eagle Peak Roadless Area. This area has 
been the focus of blazing controversy for years. It is 
arguably the most important large, unprotected 
roadless area left in the Southwest, containing a 
large stand of ancient forest of the size no longer 
found outside of designated wilderness. 

Last fall, the Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) 
admitted in an interview that the GNF had dis- 
closed that the HB Fire was arson-caused. South- 
west Center for Biological Diversity finally ob- 
tained a copy of the fire investigation report sevr 
eral months later. After discovering the document 
to be worthless even as fire starter, we demanded 
that the Inspector General's Office look into the 
bogus report as well as probable interference in the 
fire fighting effort by the GNF in an attempt to 
facilitate salvage logging plans. 

The Inspector General (1G) has instigated an in- 
vestigation, putting an ex-firefighter on the job 
hoping that his experience will help uncover any 
shady activity. While snooping around for evidence 
on this specific arson case, the SWCBD discovered 
that the IG had been investigating the GNF for 
several months for arson fires ignited by Forest 
Service (FS) employees. 

The details are shrouded in smoke but we know 
that the GNF is shaken up over the conflagration. 
When asked for information, GNF Supervisor Abel 
Camerepa (infamous for his part in pushing the 
Sugarloaf sale) denied the Albuquerque Journal any 
information, claiming that it was only a personnel 
issue. An anonymous FS source said that other than 
arson-for-profit (salvage logging after a fire provides 
increased revenue) FS employees light fires "out of 
rage against the government or... pyromania." Huh? 

The Albuquerque Journal apparently got a little hot 
under the collar about the evasive answers, running 
the story as the lead headline and following it with 
a flaming editorial stating that the incidents should 
be investigated by the FBI or maybe even Congress. 
They went on to say that the "official silence" over 
the arson investigations lent credence to environ- 
mentalists' claims that the Forest Service panders to 
commercial interests. 

There have been several actions in the last few 
months protesting the HB Sale and salvage logging 
in general. We've had great turnout which bodes 
well for the future of direct action if it's needed. 

Simultaneous actions took place in Albuquerque 
and Tucson on April 22. Over 20 people came 
together for the Tucson demo, protesting the Rus- 
tler Park Salvage Sale in the Chirichahuas as well as 


the HB Sale. In Albuquerque, 50 people gathered at 
the Federal building. There was a re-enactment of 
the arson fire, complete with real live fire breathing. 
After the "trees" were burned a spotted owl flew the 
coop and a Freddie disguised as an arsonist lit a fat 
cigar made of dollar bills from the flames. 

There were a lot of cops there, so for some reason 
we felt compelled to check if it would be Okay to 
burn some stuff. They shrugged and said it was fine 
with them as long as we didn't start any pedestrians 
on fire. We agreed. 

The finale of the action was a real federal employee 
attempting to remove a "Salvage Logging Sucks" sticker 
from the building by scraping at it with her glossy 
fingernails. It took her a very long time (which was 
amusing enough), but the look on her face when 
someone went over and applied another just as she was 
finishing was enough to send us to the bar to recover. 

In May, we had a gathering at the Eagle Peak 
Roadless Area. Fifty people from around the country 
turned out to show support and prepare for an 
eventual encampment. 

The District Ranger showed up, encouraging us to 
hike the area to see all the problems he had to deal 
with following this "catastrophic" fire. We did that 
and hiked adjacent Buzzard Peak which burned 92 
years ago. We didn't see any problems, only oppor- 
tunities. The ensuing strategy session went well, 
leaving us in good shape for future direct action. We 
left a couple of folks up there to monitor the Forest 
Service for the rest of the summer. 

After the gathering, about 25 of us made our way 
down to the Reserve Ranger Station for the first 
enviro demonstration ever in Catron County, NM. 
One of those present dubbed Abel Camerena "the 
Butcher of the Gila." Another activist serenaded 
timber beast Don Weaver (who has been planning 
the HB Sale for quite some time) with a beautiful song 
to the melody of the beloved 70's tune Dream Weaver. 
The Ranger tried to 
video all of us poten- 
tial base-campers, but 
he couldn't seem to 
get a good shot of 
anything but a "No 
Salvage Logging" 
sign. The future of 
this sale should prove 
interesting. 

The Zuni Pueblo 
strongly oppose the 
"sale, and could effect 
its eventual out- 
come. Mexican spot- 
ted owls have re- 
turned to the area, 
challenging GNF 
statements that they 
wouldn't log the area 
if the birds returned. 

We are pursuing the 
purchase of the sale 
with the support of a 
number of Catron 
County residents. 


proposing a restoration project that could replace 
local jobs lost by not logging. Local folks have been 
very receptive to alternatives to the salvage logging 
proposal. We are also developing a legal strategy 
that might offer a few surprises. Finally, the injunc- 
tion against logging in the Southwest is still in effect 
and it covers salvage sales. 

But we can't lose sight of the very real possibility 
for the need for direct action in the future. Obvi- 
ously, Abel Camerena probably still has his sights 
set on hauling a lot of boards down off Eagle Peak. 
We've made it clear that the Eagle Peak Roadless 
Area is special to us. Our commitment to direct 
action in volatile Catron County demonstrates how 
important Eagle Peak is. Area residents seem to 
realize this but they are not the ones making the 
decisions. Time will tell how compelling our inno- 
vative alternatives and other efforts will be. 

It is still valuable to write Abel Camerena of the 
GNF and Nancy Kaufman of the Fish and Wildlife 
Service. Camarena's address is Gila National For- 
est, 3005 E. Camino del Bosque, Silver City, NM, 
88061. He loves to get faxes at (505) 388-8204. 
Kaufman's address is Regional Director of Fish and 
Wildlife USFWS, 500 Gold St. SW, Albuquerque, 
NM, 87102. Give her a hard time about allowing 
changes to the Mexican Spotted Owl Recovery Plan 
and ask nicely that USFWS withdraw support for 
the HB Salvage Sale. 

There will be another gathering on Eagle Peak July 
26-28 to observe the anniversary of the Salvage 
Rider and the arson fire at Eagle Peak. We'll know a 
lot more by then on the timing for potential direct 
action. If they cut this thing it will probably start 
sometime in August or early September. Keep in 
touch. You can contact us at Southwest Center for 
Biological Diversity, POB 102 Pinos Altos, NM 88053; 
(505) 388-8799; fax (505) 388-0666; e-mail: 
tschulke@sw-center.org. 



BeLla-BeLla Base Camp Seeks Summen SuppoKT 


You are invited to the mid coast of 
British Columbia during the summer 
of '96 to experience and participate in 
a campaign to save the Ingram-Mooto 
and Ellerslie Lake System from the 
chainsaws of Western Forest Products. 
The Ingram-Mooto and Ellerslie Lakes 
system is located in the traditional 
territory of the Heiltsuk and is sur- 
rounded by a complex of protected 
areas that include the Kitlope, 
Fjordlands Recreation Area and the 
proposed Princess Royal Island Spirit 
Bear Reserve. 

The temperate rainforest carpeting 
the watersheds and shorelines of this 
lake system are of worldwide ecologi- 
cal significance. Some of BC's largest 


Sitka spruce and western red cedar are 
found in this area. Associated with 
these ancient forests are wildlife spe- 
cies that have all but disappeared 
from temperate rainforests through- 
out much of North America. These 
species include the marbled murre- 
let, tailed frog, wolf, wolverine and 
grizzly bear. One would think that 
the scenic grandeur of glaciated val- 
leys, cascading waterfalls and jungle- 
like forests would stand alone as a 
reason for protecting Ingram-Mooto 
and Ellerslie Lakes. Unfortunately, 
this is not the case. 

Western Forest Products is planning 
a massive logging operation for this 
area in 1997. Virtually every remain- 


ing rainforest valley on the BC coast is 
committed to be clearcut. 

The Vickers family of Bella Bella is 
inviting people to visit Ingram-Mooto 
and Ellerslie Lake as a way of sharing 
an interest in the future of this area. A 
regularly scheduled water shuttle ser- 
vice, beginning in June, 1996, will 
transport community members and 
visitors from Bella Bella to a wilder- 
ness camp at Ingram Lake. 

The camp will offer workshops on 
First Nations' culture and history, wild- 
life ecology and traditional medicines. 
Informal surveys for species such as 
wolf, marbled murrelet and tailed frog 
will also be conducted. Additional ac- 
tivities may include trail building and 


the construction of a ropes system for 
accessing the rainforest canopy. From 
the camp people can explore neigh- 
boring inlets and fjords, as well as 
Ingram, Mooto and Polallie Lakes. 

The camp will also serve as a means 
for the Heiltsuk families to rebuild on 
their traditional harvesting area. The 
camp will be drug and alcohol free. 
Although food will be supplied at the 
camp, people can also bring their own. 

Donations can be mailed to I-M 
Project, #212-258 Gorge Rd. E., 
Victoria, BC, Canada, V9A 6W5; (604) 
995-2185. For information regarding 
transport to the area, contact Mary 
Vickers in advance at (604) 995-2187 
or Mitch Vickers at (604) 957-2331. 
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Indian Farmers Fry tiie Colonel 



The Farmer's Forum, an Indian coalion of farmer workers blamed 
for wrecking India's first outlet of Kentucky Fried Chicken (KFC), 
has vowed to step up a campaign here against the US fast-food giant. 
The farmers' organizations of India have opposed the entry of 
transnational corporations in the sectors of agriculture and agro- 
processing, which they maintain provide livelihoods for over 70 
percent of the Indian population. The entry of multinationals in 
these sectors is the first step towards destroying their food security. 

Environmental, animal rights, consumer and health activists 
and other concerned people have been opposing the entry of fast 
food chains like KFC and McDonalds into India on the grounds of 
environmental unsustainability, cruelty to animals, health haz- 
ards and erosion of national cultural values. 

The issue was taken up in the Indian Parliament earlier, when 
members of the Opposition parties questioned the ruling party's 
decision to allow transnational corporations to open "junk food" 
outlets. 

KFC's power to influence government decisions has been obvi- 
ous since the first case filed against the transnational corporations 
on the grounds of health hazards (their fried chicken contained 
more monosodium glutamate than permissible). KFC persuaded 
the Indian government to change its standards to allow KFC to be 
sold in India. 

After the Delhi High Court judgment, the KFC spokesperson 
arrogantly described as a "plus point" the introduction of factory 
farming of chicken on a very large scale. KFC went a step ahead and 
invested $40 (US) million to open a chain of its restaurants all over 
the country. 

The farmer's forum in the southern state of Karnataka said it 
would fight KFC and other multinationals "tooth and nail" to 
prevent their entry into India. 

Activists of the Karnataka State Farmers’ Association blocked 
traffic in Karnataka to protest the arrest on February 3 of their 
leader, 62 year-old Professor MD Nanjundaswamy. He is the 


founder of the Forum and is known for his work in organizing the 
farmers of the Seed Satyagraha and for opposing the penetration into 
India of transnational corporations such as Cargill Seeds and PepsiCo. 

Police are holding Nanjundaswamy in connection with the ran- 
sacking of a KFC outlet in Bangalore on May 1 and said he would soon 
face trial on criminal charges. Charges include attempted murder 
among other offenses such as looting and unlawful assembly. 
Nanjundaswamy, though not present during the farmers' attack on 
the KFC outlet, has taken moral responsibility for the action. 

About 200 Karnataka State Farmers' Association activists are also in 
police custody for the action. They are being charged with "breaking 
windows, smashing furniture, burning ledgers and throwing utensils 
from the two-storied restaurant on to the street." 

It was the consistent and complete disregard of people's concerns 
both by KFC and the state government that compelled the farmers to 
take the only option left to them — direct physical action. A KFC 
employee, on condition of anonymity, even admitted that no equip- 
ment, anywhere on the premises was damaged, no customer or staff 
sustained any injury, no money was stolen from the outlet; only glass 
panes and electrical fittings were smashed. 

The citizens of Bangalore, including farmers, had earlier peacefully 
protested the opening of the outlet numerous times. Since the KFC 
action, activists have picketed offices at several places including 
Mandya, Vysore, Kalchur, Galbarga and Bijapur in protest against the 
arrest of Nanjundaswamy. Farmers blocked roads in a number of 
places and demanded withdrawal of false charges leveled against the 
activists who ransacked the Kentucky Fried Chicken outlet, which 
now exists under beefed up security. 

The Hindu militant Shiv Sena (Shivaji's Army) party, in power in 
the western state of Maharashtra, has also vowed to prevent KFC's 
entry into the state capital, Bombay. 

The persecution of the activists is an example of the increasing 
power of transnational corporations with the concurrent shrinkage 
of democratic options open to citizens. 


LAOTIAN DAM GITFS A REALITY CHECK 


by Rani Derasary 

The end of 1995 was a rocky time for 
Laos' Nam Theun II Dam. First, a World 
Bank mission traveled to Laos to assess 
the project, only to determine the need 
for more studies before they decide 
whether to fund it, a decision that 
may now be put off until next year. 

Then, an independent review of the 
project's environmental assessment 
found the hydrological data insuffi- 
cient to assess the economic viability 
and environmental impacts of the 
project. Finally, the Nam Theun II 
engineering team admitted to under- 
estimating the area to be flooded by 
100 square kilometers. 

Located in central Laos on the upper 
Theun River, the fourth largest tribu- 
tary of the Mekong River, Nam Theun 
II would displace thousands of villag- 
ers. Thousands more would be affected 
by disruption of fisheries and agricul- 
ture along the Theun and Se Bang Fai 
Rivers. In addition, the project threat- 
ens to flood more than four hundred 
square kilometers of the Nakai Pla- 
teau, a unique and diverse area of 
grasslands, pine and cypress forests 
and one of the world's largest remain- 
ing wildlife habitats. The 681 mega- 
watt dam is intended to be financed 
mostly by the private sector. Its power 
output will be sold to Thailand. 

Increased Reservoir Size 

Perhaps the worst of the dam's troubles was revealed in Decem- 
ber, when Bangkok's English language daily The Nation exposed 
a major embarrassment for the Nam Theun II engineering team. 
As they moved into the detailed design phase last September, 
project engineers suddenly realized they had been using the 
wrong topographical maps. As a result, maximum reservoir size 
will increase by nearly a third, leaving more people displaced than 
previously expected. Laosian environmental officials also are 
concerned about the dam's effect on flood patterns and water 
quality in the downstream Se Bang Fai river basin. 

Inadequate Hydrological Data 

Around the same time as the outdated map fiasco, a second 


problem with faulty data was discov- 
ered in a review of the project's envi- 
ronmental documents. A hydrologist 
was commissioned by International 
Rivers Network (IRN) to review the 
hydrological data in the Environmen- 
tal Assessment and Management Plan 
(Report E2) for Nam Theun II. The 
review states that "the hydrologic in- 
formation presented in Report E2... is 
not sufficient to fully assess the Nam 
Theun II Hydroelectric Project's vi- 
ability, baseline environmental con- 
ditions, and potential impacts to wa- 
ter resources and related natural/hu- 
man resources." Several decades of 
stream flow statistics are required to 
plan a large dam properly. According 
to Report E2, however, there appears 
only to be seven years' worth of rain- 
fall (not stream flow) data available for 
most of the Theun River Basin. The use 
of seven-year periods of rainfall records 
to assess average and extreme 
streamflow records is ridiculous. 

§ Without adequate knowledge of how 
| much water will be available to turn 
§ the dam's turbines, financial institu- 
| tions which invest in the dam expose 
| themselves to a high risk of failing to 
5 recoup their investment from electric- 
ity sales. 

The World Bank's decision to delay is 
a setback for developers who had hoped to have project financing for 
the $1.2 billion project in place by the end of 1 995, with construction 
beginning in 1996, and completed in time to meet its agreement of 
selling Thailand electricity by the year 2000. 

Uncertain investors pose a very real impediment for Nam Theun II 
and other privately financed dams proposed for the region. A top 
banker in Laos summed up the problem in an October Financial Times 
article: "I am struck by the lack of private sector interest in many of 
these projects, " said Wong Yit Fan, chief economist for Southeast Asia 
at Standard Chartered Bank. "If they were viable, there would be a lot 
more activity and interest from the private sector." 

For more information contact International Rivers Network at 1847 
Berkeley Way, Berkeley, CA 94703; (510) 848-1155; fax 848-1008; 
email: irn@ irn.org; http://www.irn.org 
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MEXICO’S “GOLF WAR 




Y • 


by Andrew Wheat 

Tepoztlan, Mexico — An April 10 police ambush of 
villagers protesting a proposed luxury development 
killed one man and inflicted shootings and beatings 
on approximately 100 other people. 

The villagers opposed plans by Mexican develop- 
ment company Grupo KS to build 800 luxury homes, 
a five star hotel, a business park, a helicopter pad, an 
artificial lake, Mexico's first golf academy, an 18- 
hole pro golf course and other recreational facilities 
on land that has been federally recognized as El 
Tepozteco National Park and the Ajusco- 
Chichinautzin biological corridor. 

The police ambush had 
an unexpected effect: Cit- 
ing the violence and "non- 
existing guarantees to both 
the investors, the munici- 
pality inhabitants and to the 
State of Morelos community 
in general," Grupo KS an- 
nounced it was "canceling 
the development project." 

Many villagers greeted the 
withdrawal announcement 
with skepticism, but it ap- 
pears to have put an end, for 
now, to the "golf war" that broke out in 1995 on 
prized land outside of Cuernavaca, some 45 miles 
south of Mexico City's sprawl. Grupo KS still ada- 
mantly maintains its land claim and pledged to 
develop the area as it sees fit in the future. 

Although Mexican entrepreneurs masterminded 
El Tepozteco, two US interests figured prominently 
in the plans: US telecommunications giant GTE and 
Golden Bear Course Management, the golf course 
design company owned by golf legendJackNicklaus. 

The Tepoztlan activists won an earlier victory in 
October 1995, when GTE announced that it would 
seek another site for the $30 million data services 
facility that it had planned to build in the proposed 
$32.3 million "El Tepozteco" development. 

The golf course alone would have consumed more 
than 4,000 cubic meters of water a day. This amounts 
to five times as much water as the 28,000 inhabit- 
ants of Tepotzlan now consume. Tepoztecos, as the 
villagers are known, were concerned about the golf 
course's expected heavy use of agrochemicals and 
the potential for them to enter the water table and 
harm the region's rich biodiversity. 

Developers confronted formidable opponents in 
the T epoztecos . The state of Morelos was the home of 
Mexican Revolution hero Eliliano Zapata, who main- 
tained a fort in Tepoztlan as one front in his battle to 
give peasants title to the lands that they worked for 
wealthy landowners. Tepoztecos are proud of their 






revolutionary heritage — one that has prevailed in 
the face of relentless battles over development. 

Another tragedy occurred when two people were 
shot, one fatally, by pro-developerment villagers. 
In response, the State of Morelos issued arrest war- 
rants for 1 4 people. None of those charged, however, 
were among the suspects apprehended by Tepoztlan 
security volunteers, and all of them opposed the 
development project. The three men who have been 
imprisoned in connection with the death of one of 
the victims were not even at the scene of the crime. 

Morelos Government Secretary Guillermo Malo 
said that the state would release one of the prisoners 
if Tepoztlan agreed to hold the new elections that the 
governor had been calling 
for and would release a sec- 
ond prisoner after the elec- 
tion — an unusual deal to of- 
fer regarding alleged murder 
suspects. 

Amnesty International will 
adopt the three men as pris- 
oners of conscience and write 
on their behalf. The political 
prisoners have already accu- 
mulated a debt of $2,200 (US) 
in legal fees. 

On April 10, Tepoztlan vil- 
lagers prepared a petition opposing the development 
signed by approximately 5,000 residents to present to 
President Ernesto Zedillo who was traveling to Morelos 
to deliver a speech. They never delivered the petition. 

On the way to the speech, the Tepoztlan caravan 
encountered two sugarcane trucks blocking the road. 
When the caravan stopped, State of Morelos police 
emerged from behind the trucks, knocked out win- 
dows in the buses from Tepoztlan and opened fire. To 
force them off the bus, the police beat many elderly, 
women and children who attempted to hide under 
their seats. One 64 year old man was murdered and 
1 00 other residents received bullet or beating wounds; 
more than 60 of them made formal complaints to the 
National Human Rights Commission. 

Charges that various levels and agencies of the 
Mexican government are willing to abuse human 
rights and corrupt the judicial process to squelch 
political opposition to elite-favored projects, are of 
the highest order, because they impugn the integrity 
of the Mexican political system. Unless the Zedillo 
administration acquits itself of the charge, it will 
have disqualified itself as a legitimate partner in US- 
Mexico economic cooperation on human rights 
grounds alone. 

This is an edited version of an article that appeared in the 
May, 1996, issue of the Multinational Monitor. 

Send donations to the political prisoners at The Tepoztlan 
Defense Fund, POB 1 9367 Washington DC 20036 


Ukranians Protest Chernobyl 


By X-USSR Antinuclear Campaign 

On April 23, 1996, international and Ukrainian 
environmentalists organized non-violent direct ac- 
tion to protest Ukrainian nuclear development plans. 
Two actions took place on Independence Square in 
Kieve, the capital of Ukraine, and, later, near the 
Cabinet of Ministers' building. The activists de- 
manded that the government stop nuclear develop- 
ments in Ukraine, shut down Chernobyl Nuclear 
Power Plant, and develop non-nuclear energy alter- 
natives for Ukraine. 

The anti-nuke performance started in Indepen- 
dence Square, where 30 activists built a symbolic 
chain of Ukrainian nuclear independence holding a 
25-meter banner stating "I make the nuclear free 
zone in my home!" They blocked the road to the 
Cabinet of Ministers and a youth art group from 
Sympheropol, a South Ukrainian city, did a dance 
performance. 

Also, Paxus Caltas (Global 2000 and Hnuti DUHA 
anti-nuke campaigner), Vladimir Sliviak 
(ECODEFENCE! and Socio-Ecological Union anti- 
nuke campaigner) and Sergey Fomichev (Rainbow 
Keepers) spoke to the people about nuclear dangers. 


the Chernobyl plant and the end of global nuclear 
technology. After 30 minutes the police attacked the 
environmentalists and made arrests with unreason- 
able violence. 

Nineteen anti-nuke protesters (from Russia, 
Ukraine, USA, the Netherlands and other countries) 
were arrested and transported to the Pecherskiy Po- 
lice office of Kiev. Most of the activists were injured 
by the special guard during the arrests. 

The trial took place in the Pechersky Police office. 
Five activists were fined immediately. The Judge was 
particularly aggressive and didn't give any chance for 
arrested activists to speak. The environmentalists 
couldn't get lawyers, medical experts or translators. 

Five activists started a hunger strike after they were 
arrested but suffered from the lack of human rights in 
jail. Two released activists — Vladimire Sliviak and 
Serfey Fomichevgave a street press-conference on 
April 26. "The authorities tried to threaten us and to 
break our plans for April 26, Chernobyl's 10-anniver- 
sary, but they can't kill the memory of Chernobyl," 
said Sliviak of Socio-Ecological Union and 
ECODEFENCE! Four activists raised the banner 
"Chernobyl victim numbers grow" near the press- 
conference and sat with it until the police came again. 


on. WATCH 

by Adrian Boutureira 

On February 23, Earth First! participated in the 
founding of OIL WATCH in Ecuador. OIL WATCH 
as a concept was spearheaded by members of Accion 
Ecologica, an Ecuadorian NGO led and primarily 
composed of Ecuadorian sisters (something quite 
encouraging and unique in this neck of the woods). 
As an organization, Accion Ecologica has a pretty 
good militant track record amongst Ecuadorian 
environmental groups, and they were instrumen- 
tal in internationally exposing Texaco for its 
colonialist, irresponsible environmental and so- 
cial actions in the Amazon. This experience gave 
birth to the idea of forming a network to deal with 
national and multinational oil industry interests 
and their assault on people and lands. 

As a last minute guest, EF! got to help out with 
the last frantic phase of the preparations for this 
event, and later participated in the different facets 
of the conference. Being a member of the translat- 
ing team, we got to contribute more than a mouth- 
ful (and in two languages). 

So what happened? The purpose of the confer- 
ence was to gather the many interested parties to 
join forces in order to protect tropical biodiversity 
and indigenous and non-indigenous communities 
from the onslaught of the greedy oil industry. In 
attendance were representatives from some of the 
affected countries — Brazil, Burma, Thailand, Co- 
lombia, Cameroon, Ecuador, Gabon, Guatemala, 
Mexico, Nigeria, Peru, South Africa and Sri Lanka — 
as well as fellow activists from the perpetrating 
countries— Belgium, Canada, UK, Italy, Holland 
and the US. 

Things picked up quickly. We left the big city of 
Quito for the scary frontier town of Lago Agrio in 
the Amazon. Scary because this place would never 
have existed had it not been for Texaco's opera- 
tions in the area. We stayed in Lago Agrio for three 
days, carrying out the workshops and visiting vari- 
ous polluted sites as well as affected communities. 
The conference in Lago Agrio met its primary 
objectives of bringing together activists from dif- 
ferent countries and laying the groundwork for 
OIL WATCH. 

It didn't take long for everyone to realize that 
whether it was Texaco, Shell, Occidental Oil Com- 
pany, the criminal behavior of oil companies re- 
mains constant. The conference resulted in the 
establishment of a work plan for the first year 
consisting of production of a monthly newsletter, 
establishing a data bank of oil industry practices 
and activities, and setting up communications 
between participants. Onthelastdayoftheconfer- 
ence, a demonstration was organized by OIL 
WATCH against Shell in solidarity with the Nige- 
rian people. 

OIL WATCH recently attended a conference of 
Colombian indigenous communities held to deal 
with an oil interest intrusion into virgin jungle by 
the Colombian national oil company, Ecopertrol. 
OIL WATCH is also launching an international 
immediate action campaign on behalf of the U'wa 
people who are threatening mass suicide if Occi- 
dental Oil Company is allowed by the Colombian 
government to follow through with plans to ex- 
plore and exploit oil in their land. OIL WATCH is 
hoping to find the funds to organize a regional 
workshop to strengthen the U'wa position. 

Whatever truth-loving folks can do from their 
end to help fight against this 
and other injustices perpe- 
trated by your local ter- 
rorist oil company will 
be highly appreciated by 
all. For more informa- 
tion please contact: 
tegantai@ 
oilwatch.ecx.ec or 
phone OIL 
WATCH 
Quito 
phone (5 
2) 235-8 
ext. 130. 
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Activists Practice Direct Disarma ient at ELF Facility 


by Will Fantle 

Two peace activists chose Earth Day for an act of 
what they call "direct disarmament." Using hand 
saws, Tom and Donna Howard-Hastings toppled 
three 40-foot antenna poles at the Navy's Project 
ELF transmitter in the Chequamegon National For- 
est near Clam Lake, Wisconsin. Their action tempo- 
rarily shut down the facility, which military experts 
have called a "bell-ringer" useful for launching a 
nuclear missile attack. 

"These are bold acts and we hope to challenge 
other people to get involved, "Tom Howard-Hastings 
said at the site. The controversial communications 
system has long been a target of peace activists and 
environmentalists since it was first proposed and 
built by the Navy during the 1960's. 

Project ELF (ELF stands for Extremely Low Fre- 
quency) bounces a secret, encoded radio message — 
powered by millions of volts of electricity — into the 
ground, off Wisconsin's granite bedrock, and back 
to 28 miles of cross-shaped antenna cables strung 
above ground. The antenna beams the signal 40 to 
250 miles up into the atmosphere where it encircles 
the globe and extends deep into the oceans. 

Special radio receivers aboard the Navy's Trident 
nuclear submarines can decode the messages while 
remaining far under water and hidden from detec- 
tion. It's a one-way signal, as the subs lack the 
capability to return any messages of their own. The 
Trident fleet, to which the Pentagon is still adding 
subs, carries 1 00,000 times the firepower that vapor- 
ized Hiroshima in 1945. 

As they entered the national forest at 5 am, Tom 
and Donna Howard-Hastings were greeted by thick 
banks of icy, melting snow, puddled wtter, and 
scattered patches of spongy, bare earth. The pair 
established a worksite away from the road and 
under the antenna system's right-of-way. Near small 
saplings and under the banner of an earth flag, they 
drove several stakes and affixed photos of children 
dear to them. 

The deep-woods' quiet and brisk, pine scented 
morning air was punctuated only by the songs of 
nearby birds and the rhythmic sawing of the Howard- 
Hastings team. At 9:45 am, their sawing complete, 
the pair pushed mightily on one of the 40-foot 
poles. Several loud cracks echoed across the forest 
and three poles, with their antenna cables twanging 
and vibrating, lunged earthward touching the 
ground and shorting out the ELF transmitter. 

The couple next cut a chunk from one of the 
poles, attached an indictment to it charging the US 
government with violating international war crimes, 


and lugged the wood about a mile to the transmitter 
compound where they turned themselves in to the 
authorities. An hour and a half later the police 
arrived at the site and placed them under arr t. 

"My knees are shaking and I'm happy," I nna 
Howard-Hastings said after the poles were top Ned. 
"It’s a high and a scare I've wanted to do tb or 
so long." 

Part of her fear may rest with the uncertai ate 
awaiting them in the bowels of the justice s\ n. 
Married only last fall, the couple certainly won be 
visiting Disneyland anytime soon. They’ve en 
charged in an Ashland County court with felony 
sabotage and criminal damage to property (a misde- 
meanor). They remain in jail, each havingjefuseu to 
post a $500 bond for release carrying the condition 
that they not go near the ELF site. 

The more serious charge of sabotage carries a 
maximum penalty of 10 years in prison. The st<r te 
was successfully applied in 1987 to an earlier l.LF 
protester, George Ostenson, who downed an an- 
tenna pole and damaged electrical boxes at the 
transmitter compound. He was sentenced to 33 
months in prison. 

Both the Howard-Hastings undertook their actions 
only after long and careful deliberation. "We h; e 
invested eight months of our lives in this," sa/s 
Donna, a mother of two grown sons and a longtime 
resident of Duluth. Having severed her ties to prop- 
erty and to work (she has been part of the Loaves ai d 
Fishes catholic worker community in Duluth), . c » 
says "The truth for me is so more immediate." 

For Tom Howard-Hastings, the pole toppling 
another step in his long op- 
position to Project ELF. He 
has been part of numerous 
peaceful protests at the site, 
trespassed onto the site, and 
was convicted in 1985 of 
felling an ELF pole at the 
Navy's companion ELF 
transmitter site near Repub- 
lic, Michigan, which was 
then under construction. He 
too has cut his ties to work 
and property. "I think what 
we've done today," he ob- 
served at the site, "reflects 
what the citizens want." 

Indeed, the failure of our 
political system to close the 
ELF site was highlighted by 
both activists as a driving 
force behind their actions. 


Numerous polls and votes have shown overwhelming 
opposition to ELF since it was initially proposed. As 
recently as last year the full US Senate (led by Wiscon- 
sin Senators Feingold and Kohl) twice voted to delete 
the $14 million funding appropriation for ELF. Both 
moves never got past a House-Senate conference com- 
mittee. 

Congressman Obey, mo's Wisconsin district in- 
cludes the ELF site, b-’s sought to shut the facility 
during much of his It gthy tenure in the House. A 
spokesman from his office says Obey will continue 
to fight to delete ELF's funding but he is "not 
optimistic" that the effort will succeed. 

The Howard-Hastings' describe their effort as the 
56th known act of non-violent, direct disarmament 
taken by American r ; zens against the nuclear war 
machine since the emiy 1980's. 

As to what people can do to help Tom and Donna, 
like anyone in jail, they enjoy receiving letters, etc. 
and particularly donations of stamps. [ See also story 
below-ed.] 

To get involved with the ELF issue, contact 
Nukewatch at POB 2658, Madison, WI 53701; (608) 
767-3023; email: nukewatch@itis.com; and Stop 
Project ELF, 740 Round Lake Rd, Luck, WI 54853; 
(715) 472-8721; email: jmiles@win.bright.net. 

People can also always do the tried and tired path 
of writing their elected officials and asking them to 
join Wisconsin Senators' Feingold and Kohl and Rep. 
Obey in seeking to delete the annual military appro- 
priation for Project ELF. Stop Project ELF also spon- 
sors regular demo's at the ELF facility in Wisconsin. 

A versionofthis article originally appeared in Isthmus. 


A Fast Way to Save the Earth 



The Howard-Hastings in action 


• • • 


by Tom Howard-Hastings 

On Earth Day, April 22, Donna 
Howard-Hastings and I cut down three 
poles at the US Navy's Project ELF. We 
are in jail on two felony counts await- 
ing trial. 

The Pentagon and the President, 
mainstream media and Congress 
would all have you believe that we've 
just about tamed the nuclear beast; at 
the least we've properly chained it to 
the back of the cave and will adminis- 
ter euthanasia when it's convenient. 
Goebbels did the same thing to Ger- 
mans quite successfully. The Big Lie: 
Say it simple, say it often and the 
masses will eventually nod along, 
"Yup, everyone knows that." 

But the US Navy continues to build 
more advanced nuclear weapons and 
delivery systems even as they dismantle 
the obsolete models. Six Trident II D-5 
missiles will roll off the line this year at 
a cost of $541.7 million, another Tri- 
dent submarine is under construction 
at more than $2 billion, a Seawolf 
nuclear-armed submarine at $1.6 bil- 
lion, a New Attack nuclear-armed sub- 
marine at $1.15 billion and on and on. 
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The US spends an insane $75 million 
every single day preparing to wage 
nuclear incineration and radioactive 
contamination against the Earth. 

But there's downsizing at the EPA, 
"restructuring" in the National Parks 
Service and a loss of clean-up and moni- 
toring funds nationwide. 

The Pentagon is the most terrible 
threat to the Earth extant in the world 
today: 

•The US Navy and the rest of the 
military routinely manage to gain ex- 
emptions from environmental laws. 
•The US military and its related indus- 
tries have produced — and continue to 
produce — more Superfund sites than 
any other economic sector. 

•The Pentagon is the world's largest 
consumer of petroleum and strategic 
minerals. 

•The US Navy spends very little to 
clean up its legacy of nuclear contami- 
nation even as it continues to create 
more of the same. The country will 
have to spend $230 billion, at the 
most conservative estimate, to clean 
up US nuclear weapons contamina- 
tion, not including the mess they con- 
tinue to make. 


•The ELF facility we sabotaged spends 
about $50,000 per month just on 
electricity. 

Of course, this is the short list. This 
doesn't include lands stolen by the 
military, chemical weapons leakage and 
incineration, biological weaponry just 
waiting for an accident and much more. 

Fighting the Pentagon by any non- 
violent means at our disposal is the 
most immediate act of Earth defense 
my wife Donna and I can think of. So 
we're looking at charges of 10 years 
imprisonment, $20,000 in fines and 
$15,000 or more restitution. We view 
our actions as our service in the 
"disarmy" and we cannot imagine that 
nonviolence will ever succeed until 
we can field many more who are will- 
ing to sacrifice, just as other soldiers 
have sacrificed for at least the last 
13,500 years of warfare. 

So we are hoping you'll help us in 
our little effort. We two are puny but 
everyone who helps makes this cam- 
paign more likely to succeed. You can 
use a powerful non-violent weapon 
with proven results any day, from any 
place to help get a victory in this 27- 
year struggle against the Navy in north- 


ern Wisconsin. 

You can join our relay fast. I started 
it on May 19 at sunrise and Donna is 
picking it up soon. We are looking for 
people who are willing to take a day or 
more and commit to sacrificing com- 
fort for at least one sunrise-to-sunrise 
time period. We will breakfast when 
one of these things happens: 

1) Judge Robert Eaton, who has his- 
torically defended this illegal and im- 
moral facility, recuses himself. 

2) Judge Eaton acts to enjoin the US 
Navy from further ELF operations (ex- 
cept dismantlement). 

We will continue thisfast at least until 
next October 9, World Hunger Day. 

We ask these things of anyone who 
wishes to help: 1) Write myself or 
Donna at County Jail, 221 E. 7th, 
Ashland, WI 54806 to tell us what 
day(s) you can commit to fasting. 2) 
Write Judge Robert Eaton, Ashland 
County Courthouse, Ashland, WI 
54806 to tell him what days you'll be 
fasting against his behavior. 3) Write 
or call your elected federal representa- 
tive or your local media to promote 
the shutdown of this system and all 
nuclear facilities. 
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Multinational on the rampage: 

Freeport McMoRan 


In response to a week of rioting in the remote 

jungles of West Papua New Guinea, Freeport McMoRan’s CEO Jim 
Bob Moffett visited with forty tribespeople to hear their concerns 
about Freeport’s copper and gold mine. Mama Yosepha, one of the 
women who was detained in a (Freeport mining] container last year, 
spoke to Moffett in the Amungme language, which means as follows: 
“My son Moffett, in the past I put you inside my noken [noken is a 
native woven bag which the Amungme women use to carry babies and 
piglets], I took you with me wherever I went, but I did not realize that 
you actually suck my blood until it’s all drained, and I remain only in 
bones without flesh. Now I pick you out of my noken and will throw 
you far away.” (And she threw her noken to the floor.) 

James Moffett then spoke to Mama Yosepha: “Mama, isn't 
there any time and ways for us to have peace?” (in tears for the second 
time in the meeting). 

Mama Yosepha an- 
swered, “When I have thrown 
something, I will not pick it 
again. But if you promise to 
fulfill our demand (including 
the right to be consulted on 
any expansion of the mine], 
written on paper, then I will 
put you inside my noken 
again.” 

A week later Freeport 
announced an agreement with 
Bechtel Corp. to begin a redou- 
bling of the mine production. 

The Amungme were not con- 
sulted. 

Freeport McMoRan is a 
monstrosity. Those of us who 
have worked to oppose them 
find it difficult to put into words 
the extent of their crimes, as 
they run roughshod over democracy, ecological sanity, and basic 
human rights. This multinational corporation exerts it’s wealth and 
power to dominate those around it, and weaves an intricate web to 
support it’s hegemony. 

Freeport acts on numerous levels to maintain its power. It is 
closely tied with the brutal (genocidal, corrupt, repressive, expansion- 
ist, totalitarian, racist, capitalist, American installed, backed, and 
financed,) government of Indonesia. Indonesia owns 10% of Freeport’s 
huge gold and copper mine in West Papua (story pg. 3), and provides 
troops to protect it from indigenous people. The government also 
prevents entrance by outside observers. Freeport lobbies Washington 
for military aid to Indonesia. Indonesia’s President Suharto lobbies 
Washington for corporate welfare for Freeport. Two bloated backs 
thus get scratched. 

To dominate on the home front, Freeport relies on three props: 
contributions to political candidates, buying up the free press, and 
"gifts” to select organizations. Freeport has given tens of thousands 
of dollars to city council candidates in Austin, and the mayor sits 
squarely in their pocket. 

Most of the Texas legislature has also benefited from gifts from 
Freeport’s ten Texas lobbyists. Legilators then engage in the blood 
sport known as “Austin-bashing,” to prevent Austin from regulating 
developers such as Freeport. Nationwide, members of Congress have 
accepted over $730,000 from Freeport. Senator Bennett Johnston, 
who scored $8,000 from Freeport, has pushed to gut the Endangered 
Species Act (which hinders Freeport’s developments), to kill the EPA’s 
Toxic Release Inventory (which keeps listing Freeport as the worst 
polluter nation-wide), and to resume small arms sales to Indonesia 


(you need guns to guard mines). 

Freeport’s spending spree in the media has been no less awe- 
inspiring. Opposition to Freeport brings an immediate response in 
advertising consisting of half hour "infomercials” and full page ads in 
local and national newspapers (costing in the tens of thousands a 
pop). (An eight page ad in Texas Monthly is just a drop from the bucket 
of the PR team’s budget.) Suddenly the media doesn’t feel obliged to 
cover the shadier deeds of one of their biggest advertisers. Even more 
insidious, Freeport has a habit of buying up media critics, such as 
CBS reporter Garland Robinette, NBC reporter Gerard Braud and 
Austin American-Statesmen reporter Bill Collier, and turning them 
into company spokesmen (or spokesrobots from all appearances). 
New Orleans and Austin have both lost formerly aggressive journalists 
to this tactic. 

The third leg of Freeport’s control strategy is gifts to specific 

organizations. Gifts to the Na- 
ture Conservancy of Texas helped 
them smooth over the rough wa- 
ters of building a 
megadevelopment the city doesn’t 
want; gifts to charities help bring 
out pro-Freeport speakers at city 
council meeting; gifts to all five 
New Orleans universities get 
Freeport people into academic 
circles and let them draft mission 
statements for the chairs they 
endow. Gifts to the University of 
Texas at Austin have reaped per- 
haps the biggest returns. UT 
Chancellor William Cunningham 
(who until very recently sat on 
Freeport’s Board of Directors) 
helped set up contracts employ- 
ing UT geology students and pro- 
fessors to explore for more min- 
erals in West Papua for Freeport 
- at a fraction of the cost of hiring 
a professional surveying firm. Also, Freeport’s gifts and Cunningham’s 
support have gotten a building under construction to be named for the 
CEO Jim Bob Moffett, in spite of opposition from the student body, 
faculty and community. 

These are by no means the extent of Freeport’s attempts to 
dominate their world. Lawsuits are common. The city of Austin is still 
fighting one, while seven activists, journalists, and university profes- 
sors were recently threatened with SLAPP (Strategic Lawsuits Against 
Public Participation) suits. 

Freeport meanwhile strengthens it’s links to other multina- 
tionals, building a copper smelter with Fluor Daniel and Mitsubishi 
and expanding their Grasberg mine with the help of Bechtel and RTZ 
(which Survival International in 1992 named the greatest corporate 
threat to indigenous peoples). A Freeport joint venture with well- 
known polluter Asarco will experiment with underground acid-solu- 
tion copper mining near Casa Grande, Arizona (with $16 million of 
federal money). 

It is difficult for Freeport watchers to understand how this 
company, which owns the worlds largest gold mine and which was the 
nations largest water polluter in 1988 and the largest overall toxic 
polluter in 1 992 and 1993, can maintain such a low profile. Until very 
recently, Freeport was known by few Americans outside of Austin and 
New Orleans. This situation is changing rapidly, however, as indig- 
enous resistance in West Papua has focused global attention on 
Freeport. As people from movements of all kinds become more aware 
of the threat that transnational corporations pose to humans, democ- 
racy, and the Earth, Freeport is becoming known as a full partner in 
ignominy with the likes of Exxon, Shell, Mitsubishi, and DuPont. 



Grasberg mine... 


BOYCOTT GOLD! 



Freeport McMoRan acr 


Freeport at a glance 

Freeport McMoRan is a Fortune 500 com- 
pany known best for its gold and copper mine in 
West Papua, Indonesia. As the worlds largest gold 
reserve and the third largest open pit copper mine, 
this consession is worth an estimated $60 billion, 
and generated $380 million last year alone. Cop- 
per ore from the Grasberg mine is now smelted in 
Freeport's Rio Tinto Minera facility in Huelva, 
Spain. A joint venture with Fluor Daniel and 
Mitsubishi will establish an additional smelter in 
Java, Indonesia by 1998. 

In Casa Grande, Arizona, a joint venture 
with Asarco will test underground acid-solution 
copper mining. A gold mine in Jerritt Canyon, 
Nevada is a joint venture with the FMC Corp. 

IMC-Agrico is one of Freeport's main cash 
cow subsidiaries, producing agricultural miner- 
als. IMC-Agrico operates eight open pit phosphate 
rock mines in central Florida. New Wales, Florida 
is the site of their concentrated phosphates opera- 
tion, the largest of its kind in the world. Another 
plant is located in Mulberry, FL. IMC-Agrico has 
two mines near Esterhazy , Saskatchewan which 
produces muriate of potash. A mine near Carlsbad, 
New Mexico produces potash under the SUL-PO- 
MAG brand name. Fifteen facilities in the South- 
ern U.S., including Hahnville, St. James, and 
Uncle Sam, Louisiana produce SUPER RAIN- 
BOW, RAINBOW and INTERNATIONAL brand 
names fertilizers. These operations make Freeport 
the largest phosphate fertilizer producer in the 
world (And the biggest water polluter.) 

Main Pass 299 is an IMC-Agrico sulfur, oil 
and natural gas mine in the Gulf of Mexico off the 
Louisiana coast. 

Many oil and gas properties are owned by 
subsidiary Freeport McMoRan Resource Partners. 
L.P. Subsidiary Freeport Uranium Recovery Co. 
is involved in uranium extraction in West Texas. 

A subsidiary of Freeport, Barton Creek 
Properties is developing a four thousand+ acre 


tract on Austin, Texas' beloved Barton Creek, 
threatening the creek and Barton Springs, and 
endangered species habitat. 

Freeport’s Board of Directors notables 

include Jim Bob Moffett, CEO of Freeport. Raised 
in Houston in a fatherless household.Moffett went 
to UT and made the football team. After graduating 
from UT in 1961, he moved to New Orleans and 
went into business with two partners to form 
McMoRan, an oil exploration company, and be- 
came it’s CEO in 1980. In '81 he merged the 
company with Freeport Minerals (which was al- 
ready mining in West Papua), forming Freeport 
McMoRan. Moffett is flamboyant, often quoted to 
his own embarrassment. (See p.4). Although often 
portrayed as a neuvo-riche buffoon, Moffett is an 
extremely shrewd, if ethically challenged busi- 
nessman with a drive to succeed that makes one 
wonder what he’s trying to prove, or who he's 
trying to impress. (’’Daddy??”) Moffett's pay pack- 
age for 1995 exceeded $47.6 million. 

Former Secretary of State Henry Kissinger 
is on Freeport's BOD, and the lobbyist of choice for 
dealings with Indonesia. (He visited with Suharto 
just before the bloody invasion of East Timor, to 
give full American support.) When OPIC cancelled 
Freeport's (taxpayer funded) political risk insur- 
ance for the West Papuan mine, Kissinger lobbied 
President Clinton to get the policy reinstated. 

Boise-Cascade director Ward Woodward 
is also on Freeport’s BOD. His seat on the board of 
governors of the Nature Conservancy is probably 
an asset to Freeport in its greenwashing cam- 
paigns. 

Until recently, "Dollar” Bill Cunningham, 

Chancellor of the University ofTexas System, was 
also on Freeport’s BOD. Cunningham greased the 
wheel for the Geology Dept, of UT to send grad 
students and professors to prospect for Freeport in 
West Papua, and convinced the UT System Board 
of Regents to name a new UT building after Jim 
Bob Moffett. Cunningham resigned from the BOD 
shortly after Freeport threatened to sue UT profes- 
sors who distributed information about the hu- 
man rights situation in West Papua. 



John Dolley 

Spoiling Sacred Waters 
in Austin, TX 

Freeport McMoRan’s efforts to develop along 
Austin's Barton Creek have not been without 
drama: an all-night city council hearing, a citizens' 
initiative to strengthen the city’s water quality 
regulations, threats to bankrupt the city, numer- 
ous lawsuits and a Freeport-backed assault by the 
Texas Legislature on Austin’s power to govern 
itself. 

At the heart of the battle is Austin’s favorite 
swimming hole. Barton Springs, in the center of 
Austin’s largest urban park. Freeport’s Barton 
Creek Properties is attempting to develop 4,000 
acres along Barton Creek, eight miles upstream 
from the Springs. 

Freeport bought the property in 1988, and 
plans to build 3,000 to 5,000 homes and 2- 1/2 
million square feet of commercial development. 

On June 7, 1990, almost a thousand people 
showed up at an Austin city council meeting to 
oppose the Barton Creek Planned Unit Develop- 
ment (PUD). At 6:30 the following morning, the city 
council unanimously rejected the PUD. 

In the wake of the PUD battle and subse- 
quent foot-dragging by the city council, a group of 
citizens drafted the Save Our Springs Ordinance, 
which called for tougher water quality standards. 
In August, 1992, the SOS Ordinance was adopted 
by Austin voters by a 2 to 1 majority. 

Freeport subsequently challenged the SOS 
in court, and in 1994 the law was struck down. 
Appeals are continuing. 

In the meantime, Freeport proceeded on 
two fronts. Barton Creek Properties submitted its 
rejected PUD plan as a series of thirteen subdivi- 
sions, which, under Texas law, are subject to less- 
stringent standards. Freeport also successfully 
lobbied state lawmakers for special legislation 
which removed their project from Austin water 
quality controls. 

On balance, the efforts to stop the Barton 
Creek PUD have been fairly successful. Freeport’s 
original plans called for getting zoning approval by 
1990, followed by flipping the property to another 
developer. Freeport planned to be out of Austin by 
1992. 

The best measure of the effectiveness of 
Austin’s efforts to fight the company comes from 
Freeport CEO Jim Bob Moffett, who told the Rotary 
Club that Austin’s environmental community has 
cost him $27 million. That’s a small fraction of 
what it’s going to cost him before this battle is over. 


New Orleans Activists Protest 
Freeport Shareholders* Meeting 


by Jim Demetras 

On Tuesday, April 30 a group of about 
30 protesters picketed Freeport McMoRan’s an- 
nual shareholders meeting in New Orleans. At 
least eight public interest groups were repre- 
sented including the Sierra Club, Pax Christi, 
Freeport Watch and the Delta Greens. The 
protest was well covered by TV and print media. 

Controversy erupted in New Orleans 
last October when OPIC, the federal agency 
which provides taxpayer funded insurance for 
US companies with operations in foreign coun- 
tries, revoked Freeport’s $100 million political 
risk insurance. In spite of a furnished state- 
ment by OPIC saying that the action had been 
taken because of environmental concerns in- 
volving Freeport’s dumping of mine tailings into 
local river systems in Indonesia, Jim Bob Moffett, 
Freeport's CEO, denied that environmental is- 
sues had anything to do with the decision. 

The Loyola University community began 
to question the wisdom of accepting a $600,000 
donation from Freeport to endow an environ- 


mental chair. In November students, faculty, 
and members of local environmental groups 
(joined by a contingent of Austin Earth First!) 
protested outside Moffett’s New Orleans home. 
This action brought a good deal of media atten- 
tion to the issue and in the months since, the 
controversy has remained alive. Other Louisi- 
ana universities have already established envi- 
ronmental chairs with Freeport money. The 
University of New Orleans, in particular, has 
received large sums from the company, and 
Moffett holds positions in the university’s Foun- 
dation and Capital Drive Committee. At Loyola, 
however, the proposed chair has still not been 
filled. Although Freeport has, to some extent, 
backed away from tactics such as threats of 
legal suits against outspoken academics, the 
company is far from doing an about face. It 
appears likely that only continued public pres- 
sure will force Freeport into a more responsible 
position regarding its Indonesian operations 
and it’s environmental posture worldwide. 
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West Papua: Modem Mining in a Stone Age Land 


"Take it and kill me,” said an Amungme chief, 
handing his knife to a representative of Freeport 
McMoRan, “because I can't stand anymore to see 
these problems. ... Slice the left side of the body 
and bury each piece from here to Grasberg. ... On 
your way back round up all the Amungme people, 
our pigs and every piece we have. And make a huge 
hole to bury us with all our belongings. You cover 
that and then do anything you want.” 

The Freeport man did not take the chief up 
on his offer, but his company’s operations achieve 
the same end. Freeport’s gold and copper mining 
operation in West Papua is one of the most tragic 
examples of what can hap- 
pen when First World greed 
imacts a Fourth World 
culture. 

Freeport began 
mining the Ertsberg moun- 
tain in 1972 under a con- 
tract with the Indonesian 
government, which did not 
bother to consult the 
Amungme people. Not sur- 
prising, considering that 
the 1969 “Act of Free 
Choice” under which In- 

Hostage Situation 
Highlights Freeport 

On January 8, 1996, the OPM (Free Papua Move- 
ment) took 26 people hostage from a village near 
Freeport’s mine. Armed mostly with spears and 
arrows, the guerrillas eluded the Indonesian mili- 
tary (ABRI) for the next four months, hiding in the 
dense rainforest with which they are intimately 
familiar. All of the hostages were connected to the 
Lorentz Expedition Team 1995, a Worldwide Fund 
for Nature project, doing biological research for the 
proposed Lorentz National Park in the Freeport 
concession area. 

Because seven of the hostages were Euro- 
pean, worldwide attention was soon focused on 
the kidnapping. For the first time since Indonesia’s 
"annexation” of West Papua in 1963, the interna- 
tional news media took a critical look at conditions 
in the country. Newspapers around the world 
suddenly printed stories about ABRI’s human 
rights abuses, as well as the devastation caused by 
Freeport’s mine. In a list of grievances presented 
by the OPM to Catholic intermediaries, the annex- 
ation of traditional lands for mining figured promi- 
nenUy. 

By early February, thirteen of the hostages 
had been released and the International Commit- 
tee of the Red Cross (ICRC) stepped into the role of 
negotiator. This allowed the .hostages to receive 
food, clothing, and medical attention, and the 
ability to send messages to their families. The OPM 
cooperated in this endeavor, and the released 
hostages said they had been treated well by their 
captors. 

By March, two more hostages were re- 
leased. The eleven remaining, however, spent the 
rest of their captivity on the run, eluding the 
steady buildup of ABRI forces, who set up com- 
mand at Timika, Freeport’s company town. As 
ABRI conducted search operations, reports of 
abuses became more common. In one instance, 
three young boys were killed by a grenade placed 
in a stack of food left by soldiers who fled the village 
after raping a young girl. 

In April, negotiations became less fruitful, 
and an apparent conflict within the OPM leader- 
ship hampered efforts to release the hostages. 
After a failed negotiated release on May 8, the ICRC 
withdrew from their mediation attempts, and by 
the next day, a full militaiy mission to rescue the 
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donesia annexed West Papua was also done with- 
out the permission of the Fourth World peoples of 
the country. Racism is the undercurrent attitude 
of Indonesia towards these Melanesian (black) 
people, and they are afforded no legal rights to 
their traditional lands, or it seems, to their lives. 

The dispossession of their lands, forced 
resettlement into malaria-ridden lowlands, pollu- 
tion of rivers, and worse - torture, rape, and 
massacres, have been the result of Freeport’s 
mines for the Amungme, Dani, Moni, Komoro, Me, 
Ekari,and Nduga people. 

After Freeport exhausted the Ertsberg mine. 


Kelly Kwalik: 
Sketch of a Rebel 

Ever since the western half of New Guinea was 
annexed by Indonesia, indigenous people have 
struggled for autonomy and an end to the murder- 
ous rule of Indonesia’s dictator Suharto. Indonesia’s 
open door policy to multinationals involved in 
resource extraction has led to disastrous conse- 
quences for local tribespeople. The OPM (Organisasi 
Papua Merdeka) has been the loudest voice in the 
movement for a sovereign West Papua. While 
many West Papuans support independence, few 
will admit to supporting the militant OPM, be- 
cause to do so would be to invite the abuses of 
ABRI, Indonesia’s bloodthirsty military. 

Kelly Kwalik is a member of the Amungme 
tribe, one of the groups most impacted by Freeport’s 
mine. A former schoolteacher, Kwalik joined the 
OPM in the early 1970’s. He led the attack on 
Freeport in 1977, where the OPM stole dynamite 
from Freeport to blow up the pipelines which 
carried the copper ore. This daring raid was fol- 
lowed by tragedy, as the military retaliated with 
“Operation Annihilation,” destroying three villages 
and leaving thousands dead. This pattern of mili- 
taiy retaliation against his tribespeople has fol- 
lowed Kwalik throughout his time with the OPM. 

Kwalik became the main leader of the OPM 
in West Papua, with Daniel Kogoya, a Nduga 
tribesman, Matthias Wenda, a Dani, andThaddeus 
Yogi, an Ekari, serving as his commanding offic- 
ers. 

Freeport has often been the focus of Kwalik’s 
actions. In 1994 and 1995, he raised the Papuan 
flag near the Freeport mine. The military responded 
to these innocent demonstrations with massacres 
and torture of local villagers, including the mur- 
ders of four of Kwalik’s family members in 1995. 

The taking of the twenty- six hostages in 
Januaiy of 1995 has been the pinacle of Kelly 
Kwalik’s career as a guerilla. The international 
attention drawn by the kidnapping to the West 
Papuan separatist struggle may nave also contrib- 
uted to the rebellious atmosphere that precipi- 
tated the March riots by thousands of villagers 
against Freeport this year. 

Athough Kelly Kwalik asked the Interna- 
tional Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) to medi- 
ate the hostage situation, it became obvious that 

Continued on page 4 


leaving a pit of dimensions larger than the original 
mountain, they moved on to the even bigger 
Grasberg mountain. 

For Freeport, the mine has reaped unfath- 
omable profits. After refining, Grasberg yields 
about $7 million worth of minerals a day. Freeport 
dumps 1 15,000 tons a day of tailings into rivers 
below the mine. Silt clogs rivers, killing sago palms 
and fish that the Komoro eat, and and has choked 
about fifteen square miles of forest on the Ajkwa 
River. 

Resistance to the mine and the militaiy 
presence it requires has assumed many forms: 
from spears and arrows to more modem tactics. 
Recently, Tom Beanal, leader of LEMASA, the 
Amungme tribal council, filed a $6 billion class 
action lawsuit against Freeport on behalf of the 
people impacted by the mine. The suit was filed in 
New Orleans District Court on April 29. 


WEST PAPUANS 
RIOT, CAUSING 
MILLIONS IN 
DAMAGES TO 
FREEPORT 

Thousands ofWest Papuans armed with sticks, 
rocks, spears and arrows rioted March 10-13 
in Tembagapura and Timika, West Papua, 
destroying Freeport computers, vehicles, files, 
and laboratoiy equipment, and damaging 
buildings and other Freeport facilities. This 
forced the closure of the mine for two days. The 
rebellion was precipitated when a Dani tribes- 
man was run down by a Freeport vehicle, and 
mistaken news spread that he had been killed. 
The mobs also attacked the local airport, an- 
ticipating the arrival of Freeport CEO Jim Bob 
Moffett. 

The roots of this riot go much deeper 
than a traffic incident. West Papuans have 
suffered all manner of intolerable abuses at 
the hands of Freeport security and the Indone- 
sian militaiy which protects the mine from the 
indigenous peoples impacted by it. Rape, im- 
prisonment, disappearances, torture, and 
murder have been the fate of many natives 
suspected of supporting independence for West 
Papua. Many of these abuses have taken place 
on Freeport property or in Freeport facilities. 

Freeport is the logical target for West 
Papuans who oppose Indonesia’s brutal rule. 
The Indonesian government will take in $480 
million in royalties and taxes paid by Freeport 
this year. 

Freeport’s mining operations have dis- 
placed natives, desecrated their sacred moun- 
tains, and disrupted traditional cultures and 
family structures. “A spokesperson for the 
Amungme, Komore, Dani, and Moni tribes of 
the region addressed the Freeport CEO [Jim 
Bob Moffet] directly: ‘You and your workers 
live in luxuiy on our property. We, who own the 
property, sleep on rubbish. Therefore, from 
today, we don’t give you permission for this 
company, and close it.'” (Eyal Press, Progres- 
sive Magazine , June 1996) 
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Kwalik 

continued from page 3 

his demands were not negotiable. When other OPM leaders had arranged for 
release of the hostages on International Red Cross Day, May 8th, Kwalik 
appeared and said that the release could only be made after the recognition 
of a free West Papua. His unwillingness to compromise led to the ICRC 
discontinuing their mediation, followed within hours by a military rescue 
operationin which two of the hostages were left dead, the remainder were 
freed, the village of Geselama was massacred by the military, and at least 

eight OPM fighters were killed. 

Kelly Kwalik is thought to have escaped, but the military has vowed 
to capture him at all costs. He may already be dead. Few observers believe 
that the military will hesitate to torture and kill innocent villagers in their 
mission. However, like the Zapatista rebels in our own hemisphere, freedom 
fighters in West Papua are no strangers to life as outlaws in the wilderness. 


Hostages 

continued from page 3 

hostages began. Fleeing the village of Geselama on May 9, the hostages heard 
gunfire and explosions as ABRI helicopters landed in the village and opened 
fire on the inhabitants, killing at least seven. For the next six days, the 
hostages and their OPM guards remained on the run, often meeting whole 
villages fleeing the military’s carnage. 

The saga ended when the military caught up with the group on May 
15. Tragically, during the scuffle, two of the hostages were murdered by an 
unknown assailant. Although most reports assume that this man was OPM, 
the hostages who witnessed the attack say they had never seen him before. 
Because military intelligence had been recruiting some local tribesmen to 
infiltrate the OPM, and because a few dead hostages would back up their 
claim that the OPM are terrorists, it seems likely that the murderer was acting 
on behest of the troops nearby. The only thing that is certain is that, unless 
independent observers make a large presence in the area soon, military 
reprisals are likely. 


FROM THE MOUTHS OF PIGS: 
FAMOUS JIM BOB QUOTES 


“I keep thinking about that guy on the cross. I tell myself, ‘Forgive them, 
for they know not what they do.’” 

-on the people of Austin who opposed his Barton Creek development on 
June 7, 1 990 (pantomiming Our Savior on the cross). 


“I can assure you we receive better treatment in some foreign countries 
than we do here.” 

-on U.S. citizenry's attempts to hold Freeport accountable to the law. 


“We are thrusting a spear of 
economic development into the 
heartland of Irian Jaya." 
-explaining the benefits the 
Grassberg mine brings to the 
island. 


“1 guarentee you this sombitch is 
glad we found a copper and gold 
mine. ..[Before Freeport arrived] 
the young man was raising veg- 
etables or doing whatever on the 
mountain with his parents." 
-showing a slide of a smiling 
Irianese youth in a bellhop uni- 
form. 


“I realize there is a lot of emotion, 
but we have done everything 
possible to protect the creek. We 
will categorically not pollute 
Barton Creek.” 

-promise to Austin city council 
made less than one year before a 
sewage effluent spill caused a 
three-mile long algae bloom in 
Barton Creek. 


“We’re going to mine all the way to 
New Orleans.” 

-on plans for further expansion of 
the Grasberg mine in Indonesia 
(recalled by Freeport mining 
engineer Vic Holm.) 





Photo by Alan Pogue, 1991 


“(It’s) equivalent to me pissing in the 
Arafura Sea" 

-referring to the pollution of the 
Ajikwa River with mine tailings. 


“We find President Suharto to be a 
compassionate man." 

-referring to the dictator of Indonesia 
who gained power by killing 500,000 
on his home island of Java and later 
200,000 more in East Timor. 


“I graduated with the highest grades 
of any football player at the Univer- 
sity of Texas." 

-explaining his qualifications to order 
city officials around. 


"You’ve got to be able to just 
goddamn know your instincts are 
right.” 

-explaining how CEO’s function. 


“This is not a job for us, it’s a reli- 
gion.” 

-describing Grasberg as the world's 
greatest mine. 


This edition of the Blank Wall was produced by Earth First! Austin, P.O. Box 7292, Austin, TX 78713. Contributions very welcome. Writers, researchers, contributors, 
and editors include: Cedar Stevens, Dug Schoellkopf, Bill Medaille, Robert Singleton, Sharon Jenkins, John Dolley, Jim Demetras and Paul Garlinghouse. 

Much of the information for this publication came to us by and through Carmel Budiarjo of Tapol. Up-to-date information on affairs in West Papua can be received by 
suscribing to <reg.westpapua@conf.gn.apc.org>. We would also like to thank Robert Bryce, Prattap Chatterjee.and Eyal Press, for their informative articles. For a ton 
of stuff on Freeport, especially relating to the Moffett build controversy at UT, look at Robert Boyers' web page <http://www.cs.utexas.edu/users/boyer/fp/>. 
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Is Disneyland the Garden of Eden? 


by Bill McCormick 

I was not fully aware of the debate raging over 
"reinventing nature" until 1 read George Sessions' 
important article on the subject in The Trumpeter 
(Winter '96). In his book Reinventing Nature?, Michael 
Soule gives a good introduction to the problem: 

Living nature... is under hvo kinds of siege; one is 
overt, the other covert. The overt siege is carried out by 
increasing multitudes of human beings equipped and 
accompanied by bulldozers, chainsaws, plows and live- 
stock. The covert assault is ideological and therefore 
social; it serves to justify... the physical assault. A 
principle tool of the social assault is deconstruction. 

In the same book, Paul Shepard maintains that "a 
junta of deconstructionist body-snatchers have 
invaded the skins of the planners, architects and 
tour businessmen who are selling fantasy as his- 
tory, creating a million Disneylands and ever- 
bigger 'events.'" As if to prove this point, in his 
incredibly weird book, America, French theorist 
Jean Baudrillard claims that "Disneyland is a para- 
dise," an "achieved utopia," and that "the latest 
fast-food outlet, the most banal suburb, the bland- 


est of giant American cars" are really "at the centre 
of the world." 

What is all this about? A good place to start is 
William Cronin's anthology, Uncommon Ground: 
Toward Reinventing Nature. Cronin's lengthy intro- 
duction to this book is really one of the most 
startling things 1 have read in years. He gets warmed 
up by comparing the greater Los Angeles area to 
"Eden," then he really hits his stride: 

The landscaping of Disneyland is rarely less than 
brilliant, with each different habitat and playground 
screened from its neighbors with carefully controlled 
sight lines... The animals in these landscapes always 
perform perfectly on cue as the tourists pass by, 
because most are machines that reproduce the appear- 
ance of nature without its bothersome misbehavior. 
The streets are constantly swept by uniformed atten- 
dants so that no litter ever lingers for long... Social 
problems are carefully excluded from the theme park, 
along with people who might inflict those problems... 
It is in all ways an extraordinary place, a triumph of 
artifice over nature. 

He goes on to say that the "same might be said of 
Orange County itself. Everything is well under con- 


trol... Traffic flow is almost as brilliantly managed 
here as in Disneyland." Then comes the clincher; 
"Orange County is a place so constructed that it 
verges on becoming still another form of nature: 
nature as virtual reality." 

I suppose we really ought to thank William Cronin, 
in that no satirist could possibly have come up with 
a better parody of "the new plastic universal man" 
(an actual phrase from the book). Without any 
apparent hint of irony or disclaimer whatever, he 
rambles on like this. But that's not all; the book gets 
even better (or worse, as the case may be). 

Some of the contributors, like N. Katherine Hayles, 
having apparently tired of the real world, feel cer- 
tain that "it will soon be possible to download 
human consciousness into a computer, allowing 
humans to shuffle off the mortal coil that has so far 
limited them to a merely biological lifetime." 

Perhaps the best known advocate of this sort of 
thing is Donna Haraway. In her trendily titled 
"Universal Donors in a Vampire Culture" she expos- 
tulates on the ideas she first made famous in her 
"Cyborg Manifesto," "In a world where the artificial 
and the natural have imploded, nature itself, both 
ideologically and materially, has been 
patently reconstructed . " Haraway con- 
tinues, "We are abruptly returned to 
the ontology of databases and the mar- 
riage of genomics and informatics in 
the artificial life worlds that reconsti- 
tute what it means to be human." 

Here is where Soule's warning about 
the deconstructionist attack on nature 
becomes apparent. If there is no real, 
natural world to begin with, if every- 
thing is merely a linguistic trick or a 
social "construction," then why not 
pave the planet and put up wall-to- 
wall shopping malls, computer cen- 
ters and theme parks? 

In her Simians, Cyborgs and Women, 
Haraway claims that by "the late twen- 
tieth century... we are all chimeras, 
theorized and fabricated hybrids and 
organisms; in short, we are cyborgs." 
After complaining about how "our 
machines are disturbingly lively, and 
we ourselves frighteningly inert," 
Haraway goes on to list some qualities 
of the old world-view, and what she 
proposes to replace them with. A small 
sampling: 

Heat— Noise 

Public/Private — Cyborg citizenship 
Sex — Genetic Engineering 
Depth, integrity — Surface, boundary 
Individual — Replicon 
Welcome to the Brave New Cyborg 
World, folks, and look forward to be- 
ing "techno-digested!" Like me, you 
might at first be tempted to dismiss all 
this as exceedingly poor science fic- 
tion, but I think that would be a mis- 
take. Haraway’s ideas have gained quite 
a following, as evidenced by The Cy- 
borg Handbook, a massive new anthol- 
ogy chock full of worshipful tributes to 
her "Cyborg Manifesto." 

In any case, wild nature and wild 
species advocates need to know what 
we are up against, and you can be cer- 
tain that we will be hearing plenty more 
about "reinventing nature" in the years 
to come. I've saved the last words for 
Mary Midgley, as quoted in Michael 
Soule's courageous book: 

Man is not adapted to live in a mirror- 
lined box, generating his own electric light 
and sending for selected images from out- 
side when he needs them. Darkness and bad 
smell are all that can come from that. We 
need a vast world, and it must be a world 
that does not need us, a world constantly 
capable of surprising us, and it must be a 
world we did not program, since only such a 
world is the proper object of wonder. 
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Miners Try to Get the Lead Out (of Missouri) 


by Charles Phillips 

From deep in the Big Springs Region of the 
Missouri Ozarks comes more bad news courtesy of 
the US Forest Service. The Eleven Point National 
Scenic River, one of America's first eight National 


Wild and Scenic Rivers designated in 1968, is 
under threat of industrial logging and the return of 
lead exploration. 

The Big Springs Region is home to the world's 
largest series of interconnected outlet springs, caves 
and sinkholes. The limestone karst geology, with its 
porous characteristics, makes these subterranean 
springs and their watersheds sensitive to human 
activity. The water runs cold and pure year round. It 
is home to a wealth of wildlife including black bear, 
bald eagle and several bat species. 


This area also provides excellent habitat for breed- 
ing populations of neotropical migrant songbirds. 
The Forest Service, state agencies and universities in 
six midwestern states have researched these bird 
populations for the last six years. Their research 
indicates that the Big Springs Region is one of the best 

breeding habitats in the 
eastern half of the US for 
neotropical migrant song- 
birds. The Big Springs re- 
gion has been selected as 
a part of the United Na- 
tions' "Man in the Bio- 
sphere" Project, 

The 12,753-acre Irish 
National Wilderness, des- 
ignated in 1976, borders 
the Eleven Point on the 
north and east. The re- 
moteness and wild char- 
acteristics of the Irish 
I make it a favorite place of 
| outdoor recreationists 
| across the central US. 

| The Forest Service is pro- 
| posing to cut five different 
g timber sales (each between 
§ three and five million 
board feet) adjacent to the 
Irish Wilderness Area and 
the Eleven Point National Scenic River. Even-aged 
cutting and roadbuilding dominate the plans for this 
area. The Eleven Point/Doniphan Ranger District is 
also proposing a three-million board foot sale adjacent 
to the Current River (Ozark National Scenic Riverways). 
It has become increasingly clear to local citizens and 
grassroots activists that the Forest Service does not care 
about maintaining wild characteristics of the land and 
are "caving into" the interests of the Missouri Forest 
Products Association and "local chapters" of People 
for the West! (a Wise Use organization funded by 


timber and mining interests). 

The Ozark Chapter of the Sierra Club and three 
citizens (Ken Midkiff, Tom Kruzen and myself) filed 
a lawsuit against the Forest Service over the Reed 
Hollow timber sale on the grounds that the agency 
did not prepare an Environmental Assessment. On 
May 3rd, Judge Stephen Limbaugh (that’s right, 
Rush's uncle) ruled in favor of the Forest Service, 
stating that "the discretionary language in the Sal- 
vage Rider is so broad that the Forest Service did not 
need to produce an Environmental Assessment." 

The Doe Run Mining Company (formerly owned 
by Fluor and USX but now owned by Canadian 
"business interests") has applied for a permit to do 
exploratory drilling for "precious" metals (primarily 
lead) adjacent to the Eleven Point. In 1993, after a ten 
year battle, Doe Run was permitted 20 exploratory 
core drill holes between McCormack Lake and the 
Eleven Point. Doe Run completed six holes, went 
bankrupt and was bought by a holding company. 
The permit to explore was canceled in October be- 
cause of Doe Run's inactivity. (The permit to be 
"scoped" sometime this summer is for lands east of 
these sites, between Highway 19 and Turner's Mill.) 

Doe Run and Asarco, the two main lead-extracting 
corporados in Missouri, consistently receive the heavi- 
est pollution fines in the state. Asarco recently agreed 
to pay a $1.7 million settlement to the State of Mis- 
souri for a fish kill on the East Fork of the Black River. 

Write to Terry Miller, District Ranger at the Eleven 
Point/Doniphan Ranger District, 1104 Walnut, 
Doniphan, MO 63935; (573) 996-2153. Express your 
outrage over their proposals and ask to be placed on 
the mailing list. 

The Ozark Watch League (a Heartwood and Ouachita 
Watch League partner) is in need of money, postage 
stamps and computer equipment to continue the work of 
protecting all of the special places around the Ozark 
Mountain Bioregion. Please send contributions to the 
Ozark Watch League at 1407 Santa Fe Trail, Boonville, 
MO 65233; (816) 882-7813. 



The Eleven Point National Scenic River, paradise on Earth 


Salvage Hoax Exposed in Montana 


by the Native Forest Network 

On Monday, May 13, as part "Salvage Hoax Ac- 
tion Week," organized by forest protection groups 
in the northern Rockies, local citizens and forest 
activists rallied at the Bozeman Federal Building to 
demand withdrawal of all so-called "salvage" tim- 
ber sales on the Gallatin National Forest. Nearly 100 
concerned locals showed up to express their sup- 
port. Those gathered were particularly outraged 
over the Hyalite II timber sale. Speeches, leafleting, 
singing and dancing kept the crowd busy for the 
noon hour and helped increase local resistance to 
salvage logging on the Gallatin. 

Throughout the week, numerous anti-salvage edu- 
cational events, ranging from tours and overflights 
of timber sale areas to protest rallies and video 
showings, took place in Montana and a dozen other 
cities around the country. 

Despite a wealth of evidence that our public 
forests and wildlife are suffering from too many 
roads and clearcuts, Congress, the Forest Service 
and the timber industry claim that more of the same 
will improve forest health. In truth, forest health is 
a giant hoax used to justify a massive increase in 
ancient forest logging. Any real forest health crisis is 
due to excessive logging and roadbuilding, over- 
grazing, mining and subdivisions. 

The proposed Hyalite II salvage sale south of 
Bozeman, MT is in the Hyalite drainage. Hyalite 
happens to be the most popular recreation area in 
all of Forest Service's Region 1, and it's a proposed 
National Recreation Area. Hyalite is Bozeman's mu- 
nicipal watershed and has been roaded and logged 
in the past. The Forest Service has been trying to sell 
timber there since 1990 but has been stopped re- 
peatedly by appeals and lawsuits. 

Inquiries to the Forest Service about several other 
proposed salvage sales on the Gallatin indicate that 
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all salvage sales except the infamous Hyalite II sale 
have been put on hold. Hyalite II has become so 
controversial that chances are very good it will be 
withdrawn. Hundreds of letters in opposition to the 
logging have been written to the Forest Supervisor 
and at a recent public meeting, at least 90 percent of 
the comments opposed the sale. Salvage logging in 
the Hyalite drainage was recently the subject of a 
very critical editorial in the Wall Street Journal, and 
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Sign at the entrance to Hyalite Canyon 


has become a symbol of what is wrong with salvage 
logging and the Salvage Rider. 

Preceding the rally, the Native Forest Network 
organized an overflight of the Hyalite area. A local 
pilot donated his services, his plane and his time for 
a flight which resulted in excellent footage of threat- 
ened and previously logged areas of the northern 
Gallatin Range. 

Several people visited the offices of Senators Burns 
and Baucus after the rally to deliver a statement 
calling for withdrawl of the Gallatin salvage sales. 
We also met with a Forest Service official and 
delivered the same demand. 

Media sources reported on May 16 that Hal 
Salwasser, Region 1 Forester, had asked forest su- 
pervisors to take another look at sales appealed and 
halted before the salvage rider passed, then re- 
offered as salvage under the rider. The Middle Fork 
sale on the Flathead National Forest and the Hy- 
alite II sale were mentioned specifically. One ar- 
ticle reported that "The regional forester spoke out 
in response to 'Salvage Hoax Action Week,' a series 
of protests organized around the region this week 
by the Missoula-based Native Forest Network." 
ABC's local lead story that night featured the pro- 
test and aerial footage of previous logging we had 
taken that morning. 

On May 7, the Forest Service released the Environ- 
mental Assessment (EA) for the Hyalite II Timber 
sale. The "preferred alternative" (preferred by 
whom?) would log 4.6 million board feet from 671 
acres and require 3.4 miles of new road and 6.9 miles 
of road reconstruction. 

Please send your comments in opposition to the 
Hyalite II salvage sale to David P. Garber, Forest 
Supervisor at the Gallatin National Forest, POB 130, 
Bozeman, MT 59771. Send us copies of your letters! 
NFN Yellowstone, POB 6151, Bozeman, MT 59771; 
e-mail: nfn@igc.apc.org. 



Makah Whaling... Tust the Beginning 


by Sea Defense Alliance 

The tragedy of commercial whaling is getting set 
to play out again on the Pacific coast of North 
America. In May, 1995, the Makah Nation from the 
west coast of Washington state applied to the 
International Whaling Commission (IWC) to kill 
five Gray whales, for sustenance and ceremonial 
purposes. The same week that they 
applied, thirteen bands on nearby 
Vancouver Island announced 
intentions to hunt whales as well. 

Almost immediately a controversy 
arose as to what the motives and 
consequences of the proposed hunt 
would be. On the one hand, much of 
the environmental movement and 
general public suspected that this was 
a greed-motivated scheme that would 
eventually result in the large-scale 
commercial exploitation of yet 
another marine species. On the other, 
the Makah tribal council and its 
supporters claimed that it was a long 
overdue and necessary return to their 
traditional ways. Dan Greene, Makah 
Fisheries Director, cites the treaty of 
1855 as guaranteeing the Makah 
whaling rights, including commercial 
rights to the whales, and claims that 
"the wealth from whaling was 
traditionally commercial." 

A hundred years ago they would 
have been absolutely right. The Makah 
and other west coast bands did indeed 
hunt whales as an integral part of their culture and 
trade with interior bands. Hunting parties in canoes, 
armed with hand-held harpoons, would struggle 
to bring in whales. The whales were used for up to 
80 percent of the tribe's food as well as to make 
tools. Hunting was done with immense respect for 
the whales — hunters would purify themselves 
through ritual for four years before daring to hunt 
the great leviathon. 

The Makah last killed a whale in 1926. Needless 
to say a lot of bad things have happened since 
then. The traditional system of government is 
gone — replaced by European-imposed elected 
tribal councils. The old trade routes are gone — the 
new market for any "excess" whale will likely be 
Japan. The traditional hunt is gone — replaced 
with equipment recently purchased from Norway, 
such as modern whaling boats with explosive 
harpoons. 

When the first chance in decades for the Makah 
to prepare gray whale meat came in July, 1995 (a 
gray whale was entangled in a salmon net and 
died), Makah elder Alberta Thompson said they 


"didn't even know how to cut it up, and an Alaskan 
lady who lives here had to do it for them." She is 
against whaling. She doesn't think it can be 
considered a subsistence hunt since the tribe has 
survived for years without whale meat. "A lot of 
the people didn't want it. Whale meat is something 
you have to acquire a taste for. Whale meat as soon 
as it is caught has a foul odor," she said. Another 


tribal elder, 79 year-old Hildred Ides, said, "I've 
never eaten whale, and I'm not going to start now." 

Alberta Thompson also said that, "A lot of them 
[the Makah people] didn't cook their meat or 
anything, they just put it in the dumpster. The 
people who pick up the trash said that it was a 
terrible week because of the stink. 

"It is our right to whale hunt traditionally, but 
that is not what's happening. Nothing is being 
done to prepare for whaling. Spiritual training 
takes a minimum of one year in preparations, 
that's not even going into the water. Hunters must 
lead a clean life of prayer and fasting alone. If they 
(the proposed hunters) meant business, they would 
be in training. They are not, nor are they getting 
any canoes or harpoons ready." 

In an opinion poll at a council meeting, 76 
people voted for hunting and 28 opposed it (turnout 
was low). According to Thompson the question 
was written in a way that would make most people 
agree that they should be allowed to treaty rights, 
and that most of the Makah people not related to 
the Tribal Council are opposed to the hunt. 


US support for the Makah request could create a 
third category of whaling (in addition to aboriginal 
subsistence and commercial). A number of nations 
contend that their strong historical ties to whaling 
entitles them to hunt whales regardless of the 
existing moratorium. These nation argue that they 
have a cultural need for hunting whales. Whale 
hunting was a part of the culture of some of these 
countries as late as the 1980s. The 
Makah have not hunted whales for 70 
years. If cultural heritage becomes the 
only requirement for an aboriginal 
subsistence quota, several nations 
would be able to qualify and thus 
circumvent the moratorium. US 
backing of the Makah's application 
could undermine opposition to outlaw 
whaling conducted by such countries 
as Norway, Iceland, and Japan. 

For years, Japan has vigorously 
pressed its request for 50 minke whales, 
basing its claim on a long-standing 
whaling tradition and the cultural 
needs of its coastal communities. The 
1 IWC has consistently denied this 
| request because Japanese coastal 
c whaling is obviously commercial in 
§> nature. However, at the 47th Annual 
| Meeting, the IWC adopted "Resolution 
§ on Japanese Community-Based 
f Whaling" which indirectly supports 
Japan's contention that its community- 
based whaling is not commercial. 
Accepting the US proposal would clear 
the way for Japan and other countries 
to obtain a similar type of allocation for their coastal 
communities and create a de facto third IWC category 
of whaling — cultural coastal — without officially 
repealing the existing moratorium. 

In the May 5, 1995, Makah Indian Tribe Whaling 
Proposal, Herbert Markishtum clearly states that the 
Makahs continue "to strongly believe that we have 
a right under the Treaty of Neah Bay to harvest 
whales not only for ceremonial and subsistence, but 
also for commercial purposes... Our decision to seek 
IWC approval for an interim ceremonial and 
subsistence harvest only should not be construed in 
any way as a waiver or relinquishment of our treaty- 
secured whaling rights." 

Makah fisheries manager Dave Sjpnes noted that 
"the value of whales on the Asian market is huge... 
estimated at a half-million dollars... the tribe hopes 
in the future to do some commercial whaling." 
Andrea Alexander, the tribe's general manager, 
commenting on the proposed gray whale hunt, 
said, "It would be nice if it could be an economic 
endeavor." In March, the Makah tribal council 
submitted to the US government a signed agreement 
not to use any of the whale products taken from 
their proposed aboriginal subsistence hunt for 
commercial purposes for a period of four years. 
However, it seems clear that the Makahs intend to 
go to commercial whaling in the near future. 

From June 28 to July 3, 1996, the IWC will hold 
its annual meeting in Aberdeen, Scotland. The 
IWC, a body designed to regulate the killing of 
whales, will likely approve the hunt. The response 
to this initial hunt will go a long way toward 
determining whether other bands will start whaling. 
It doesn't promise to be easy or fun. Any opposition 
to the hunt will be portrayed as urban white folk 
maliciously interfering in the well intentioned 
attempts of the Makah to regain their culture. 

The Sea Defense Alliance (SeDnA) respectfully 
suggests that this is more about economics than 
restoring Makah tradition. The main beneficiaries 
of the hunt will be the tribal council leaders and 
not the Makah people. SeDnA has no wish to 
alienate First Nations, but if this commercial hunt 
goes ahead, we will resist it. 

SeDnA is a direct action marine conservation group 
dedicated to the protection of marine life and coastal 
ecosystems. For more information contact SeDnA at 
POB 67121, Scotts Valley, CA 95067. 


Sea Shepherd Scuttles Another Whaler! 


by the Sea Shepherd Conservation Society 

On the evening of May 3, 1996, anti-whaling 
activists removed the intake valve of the 
Norwegian whaler Elin-Toril, flooding her engine 
room and causing extensive mechanical and 
electrical damage. In the early morning of May 4, 
Captain Finn-Egil Odinsen discovered the flooded 
engine room and prevented the boat from sinking. 

The Elin-Toril was moored close to the Nybraena, 
the resurrected outlaw whaler sunk by Sea 
Shepherd activists Paul Watson, Lisa Distefano 
and Dwight Worker in 1992. Sea Shepherd 
activists also scuttled the Senet in 1994. 

Since 1992, Sea Shepherd has lead efforts to 
oppose Norway's unlawful whaling activities, 
citing the United Nations World Charter for 
Nature as its authority to intervene. Norway has 
raised it's illegal quota to 425 Minke whales for 


the summer of 1996. The Charter states that 
individuals and organizations can uphold 
international conservation regulations. 

The recent action in Norway was the 
enforcement of International Whaling 
Commission regulations in accordance with 
Section 21 (e) of the Charter for Nature, according 
to the Sea Shepherd Society. 

The Sea Shepherd Conservation Society remains 
committed to keeping marine insurance 
premiums and security costs on Norwegian vessels 
as high as possible. Insurance companies are now 
demanding combat insurance payments on all 
whaling vessels in Norway. 

Flooding the engine compartment is considered 
as effective as actually sinking the vessel. Once 
flooded, the engines and electrical systems have 
to be overhauled. 



Sick or dying grey whales often enter shallow water to rest. This grey whale was weakened after it 
became entangled in a fishing net. Since grey whales sink when they die, it's a safe guess that it 


became stranded while it was still alive. 
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Journey to Chiapas’ Selva Lacandon 


From 1983-95 approximately 725 Mexican military cornfield one has to go past the military camp. There 
officers have been trained in the US in such places as is a helicopter landing pad outside the camp’s perim- 

the infamous School of the Americas in Fort Benning, eter. We were told by our guide not to stray: land 

Georgia. Much of the assistance and training has come mines. The village women are afraid to bathe or do 
under the label "Drug War," which is ironic because laundry in the stream. The eyes of the Mexican 

studies have indicated that the Mexican military is military are on everyone, especially the women. Rape 

is another form of the warfare being waged against 
local people. 

The Land 

Chiapas is diverse — cool dry highlands, flat depres- 
sions, the mountains of the Sierre Madre De Chiapas, 
and the Selva Lacandon, one of North America's last 
remaining tropical rainforests. 

The Selva Lacandon is part of a larger rainforest 
ecosystem that extends through Guatemala and into 
Belize. This entire ecosystem is the second largest in 
the Americas; second only to the Amazon Basin. It 
comprises only four percent of Mexico's land mass, yet 
holds over one-third of its bird species, 25 percent of 
its mammals and 77 percent of its amphibians and 
reptiles. It is an important habitat for a number of 
endangered species including tapir, jaguar, ocelot, 
spider and howler monkeys, and the white tortoise. 

For the past couple of years it has been speculated 
that oil under the Selva Lacandon may be one of the 
key reasons for the government's attempt to suppress 
the rebellion. But another resource found in the Selva, 
natural gas, may be considered even more precious, 
due to the fact that Mexico is committed to natural gas 
conversion by 1998. 

Anthropologist Dr. Ronald Nigh, who has lived in 
Chiapas for the last 28 years, reports that the Interna- 
tional Finance Corporation of the World Bank re- 
cently announced it will promote plantations of 
rubber, oil palm, and bamboo in the Chiapas 
rainforest. "Schemes like these," says Nigh, "conjure 
up visions of a future Lacandon Rainforest converted 
into a dismal concentration camp, tended by the 
army, where jungle has been replaced by monocul- 
ture plantations and free men and women have 
become prisoners of yet another system to remove 
their resources and wealth and leave them at the 
lowest rungs of society." 

The Selva Lacandon is being totally enclosed by a 
road, paved as quickly as possible for easier access to 
the region. With this new road some social services 
may trickle down to the communities on the frontier, 
but the cost will be more armored personal carriers 
and an infrastructure that will allow oil, gas, rubber, 
bamboo and timber extraction, and with it, the anni- 
hilation of the rainforest and it's inhabitants. 

Melissa Burch helped research this article. Special 
thanks to the EF! Direct Action Fund for the use of their 
video camera. Orin Langelle works for the Native Forest 
Network's Eastern North American Resource Center. A 
full written report concerning the NFN's documentary trip 
to Chiapas and a video will be 
produced shortly. For further in- 
formation or to make a donation, 
contact the NFN at POB 57, 
Burlington, VT 05402; (802) 863- 
\ 0571, fax (802) 863-2532; e-mail: 

U EZLN ISSUES ALERT 

The EZLN issued an alert in 
May stating that they would 
not go back to the negotiating 
table in June due to the sentenc- 
ing of three political prisoners 
accused of being Zapatistas. Two 
of the three, including journal- 
ist Javier Elorriaga, have been 
| released. At least 15 other pris- 
| oners accused of being Zapatistas 
| have been held for over a year 

*$8 urithnnt a frial 


by Orin Langelle 

A contingent of folks representing the Native Forest 
Network went to Chiapas, Mexico on a research expedition 
in March and April of this year. The following are some 
observations of that journey into one of North America's 
last remaining tropical rainforests. 

Our vehicle was in the middle of a T - 
dusty caravan on the road to the rebel 
stronghold of La Realidad (The Reality) U - g' 
when the moon rose above the jungle « 

and then disappeared in total eclipse. 

We were stopped at an immigration *£ ’ 

checkpoint and forced to show pass- Jr - aJ 
ports and visas to Mexican officials who p ‘ 

proudly wore pins claiming that they 
were graduates of US Border Patrol S&f* 
School. This was not as tedious as last r ’Lg fc 
week, when we drove through eight 
military checkpoints on our journey to 
the Monte Azules Biosphere Reserve in P* .og 
the Selva Lacandon. 

From my vantage point in our vehicle 
1 couldn't see the Comet Hyakutake, but ig 
knew it was somewhere above. I also 
knew that below us j aguars, howler mon- , 

keys and scorpions dwelled — as well as 
Zapatistas and Mexican military troops. 

We were invited to the 1st Encuentro 
(Encounter) of the Americas by a sSfii lBH 
Subcomandante Insurgente Marcos who 
called this "a gathering of lunatics." 

Surely we were a bit touched as is any- » 

one in this day and age who believes ggg'g 
there is a better way to exist on earth DEV. 
than in the vise grip of the current 
ideology of present day capitalism: : i; . r £ 

neoliberalism. Neoliberalism's principle * 

objective is to maximize profits for pri- pi’ lar- 
vate corporations and businesses, with- £ g! 

out concern for environmental or social sftr J : 

needs. The United States is one of the tjSPfe* 
key players in that game. ■ - 

Two of neoliberalism's crowning 
achievements are the North American Free Trade 
Agreement (NAFTA) and the General Agreement on 
Tariffs andTrade (GATT), which effectively globalize 
capitalism and remove trade barriers such as envi- 
ronmental or workers' rights regulations. These 
agreements effectively take local control away from 
the people and give it over to multinational corpo- 
rations. 

On January 1, 1994 (the day NAFTA went into 
effect), many of the indigenous people in Chiapas 
rebelled under the banner of the Zapatista Army for 
National Liberation (EZLN). However, it is important 
to remember that the struggle began with the Euro- 
pean invasion over 500 years ago. The stakes are high, 
as they always are when people try to control their 
own destinies. In this world of dwindling natural 
resources the questions of, "Who controls the land 
and what is it used for?" become increasingly critical. 
The Mexican Military 
(courtesy Uncle Sam) 

The first thing 1 noticed as our plane touched down 
in Tuxtla Gutierrez, the capital of Chiapas, was the 
Mexican military in camouflaged bunkers along the 
airstrip. Themilitary is everywherein Chiapas. Mexico's 
entire military is estimated at 200,000 troops, of 
which 60,000 are stationed in Chiapas. They are not 
there to defend against foreign invaders. They are 
there to keep the people subjugated and protect global 
financial interests. 

It was reported in the mainstream news last year 
that President Clinton sent down a bail-out loan to 
the Mexican government for $20 billion. Not re- 
ported was the tremendous amount of armament 
and other military assistance either given or sold to 
Mexico. The Mexican daily, ha Jornada, reported on 
May 17 that from 1989 to present, Mexico bought 
7,148 personnel transport armored vehicles from the 
US. In addition, the US Pentagon has agreed to give 
73 UH-1H Huey helicopters to the Mexican Airforce 
to be used principally (but not exclusively) for "anti- 
drug activities." 
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The Selva Lacandon 

heavily linked to the narcotics trade. 

Throughout our journey we heard many rumors of 
US military advisors operating in Chiapas. In an 
interview in the rebel village of La Realidad, Peter 
Lumsdaine of Global Exchange said, "I'm pretty con- 
vinced myself that there are actually some teams of 
[US] special forces soldiers operating in Mexico... " 
The Rebels 

One of the first towns in rebel territory we visited 
was Francisco Gomez (formally La Garucha). No ski 
masks, just faces. The men were in a tin-roofed, open- 
walled building, one of four Centers of Resistance in 
the Zapatista autonomous areas. 

They were learning dental hy- 
giene. The women were in an- 
other building discussing repro- a 

ductive health. Tensions were 
high: The week before, three 
campesinos and two police were 
killed during a governmental 
eviction of land squatters in the V 
nearby village of Nicolas Ruiz. 

Last February, the whole 
town of La Garucha fled into 11| 

the mountainous jungle when 
the military invaded the area. 

Some of the same men who are ^ 

now brushing their teeth and Jjj 

the women who are educating ' |\ 2 9 
themselves about their bodies ...• ^ glB •- 
were drinking their own urine g" 

to survive last year as they hid _ ... 

out. Some died in the jungle >. , g 

during that invasion. | 

Our group and the children, 
women, men, dogs, chickens Comma 

and pigs of the village went to (Zapatista Ar 

sleep that night with 12 tanks pointed at the village 
from the Mexican military encampment two kilo- 
meters away. 

The next morning we took a tour. To get to the 


without a trial. 
dm ' 11 t * lc does not go back to 

P '' hie negotiating table, the Mexi- 

■E3SK2E3SEJ can government may resume an 
dutcTacho of the EZLN overt war The situation in 
' of National Liberation) 

Chiapas is still extremely tense. 
For further information please contact the National 
Commission for Democracy in Mexico, USA at 601 N. 
Cotton Street, #A103, El Paso, TX 79902; phone/fax 
(915) 532-8382; e-mail: moonlight@ igc.apc.org 




Bear Watch Attacked, cont..., 



Outfitter Don Rose taking an ax handle to the windshield of a Bear Watch vehicle 


continued from page 1 

windows and climbing on our hood. Across the lot 
we see another Bear Watch vehicle with a lone 
occupant filming the attacks. Every now and then a 
plaid boy or three hassles that car while we yell at 
them to leave him alone. 

We've been sitting in the RCMPparking lot for over 
an hour, honking our horn and yelling at nearby 
residents to call 911. The cops do not care. 

We never guessed the spring bear hunting season 
would turn out like this. The campaign began in early 
April, when activists meticulously gathered and ana- 
lyzed information on the outfitters. The research 
paid off when, on May 4, we got our first opportunity 
to sabotage a hunt. Two cars, each containing three 
Bear Watch activists, painstakingly followed three 
guides and a hunter into a maze of logging roads. 

When we witnessed the bow hunter spot a bear and 
attempt a kill we dashed from our cars, voices loud 
and air horns blowing. The big bruin ran away to live 
another day while the hunters skulked off in search 
of another victim. We again followed as they tried to 
hunt, blasting air horns and chasing the hunters back 
into their trucks. Six people were cited and ticketed 
the following day for interfering with a legal hunt. It 
will probably be at least a year before the court 
decides our fate. 

From then on the action grew more exciting. We 
held numerous public demonstrations to greet each 
new group of hunters arriving at the local airport. We 
made elaborate attempts to legally film bears being 
slaughtered. 

Last year very similar tactics by Bear Watch activists 
drove David Fyfe, the guide outfitter for Zarco Wild- 
life, to tears on a national television news show. He 
has since stopped spring black bear hunting in his 
zone. Unfortunately, he still owns the rights to outfit 
and guide big game hunts in his territory and plans 
to resume bear hunting next spring. 

The target of this year's campaign was Don Rose, a 
retired Miami, Florida, antique dealer and owner of 
Trophy West Guide Outfitting. Trophy West is an 
international big game trophy hunting company 
that specializes in black bear, grizzly bear, mountain 
lion and Roosevelt elk hunts. 

Our tactics were working well on Trophy West. 
Recently, a client of Don Rose told Bear Watch that he 
would not have come to the island if he had known 
how much resistance he would face. Apparently, we 
had a profound effects on the guides and outfitters as 
well. Three weeks before the end of the hunting season 
their taunts and threats turned to violence. 

On May 24, we climbed out of our sleeping bags at 
an obscene hour, donned our sab uniforms and air 
horns and headed into the labyrinth of logging roads 
in search of bear murderers. We decided to split up 
our three vehicles in order to search the largest area. 
We spotted a known guide vehicle and pursued it. As 
soon as the hunters realized they were being followed 
they made every attempt to run us off the road. They 
stopped and a face-off ensued. Don Rose became 
agitated and struck an activist by opening and shut- 
ting the door of his vehicle three times into the man's 
body and punching him in the shoulder. Rose and 
his guides then threatened us, insisting that we 
would lose all our equipment the next afternoon. 

The next day, three female Bear Watch activists 
spotted a guide vehicle with a guide and a hunter 
inside. Behind the car was Don Rose in his well- 
known white pickup. Buzzing with the excitement of 
possibly witnessing a hunt, we decided to follow. 
Tricky maneuvering and a high speed highway chase 
put us between the guide vehicle and Rose's truck. If 
we allowed the vehicles to stay together Rose would 
block us, keeping us from sabotaging a hunt. The 
guide vehicle led us far from the usual hunting area 
onto a narrow, gravel logging road. Nervous giggles 
and macho bravado permeated the car as we reran 
the threats from the day before in our sleep deprived 
minds. Despite the imminent threat of trouble, our 
group reaffirmed its decision to stay with the guide 
and thwart the hunt. The risk of a successful bear kill 
outweighed the risk of what we underestimated as, at 


most, another verbal confrontation. 

We turned a sharp corner. In front 
of us two pickups sat nose to nose 
with just enough room for the guide 
truck to pull through. After it passed, 
they closed the gap, effectively block- 
ing further travel. 

Rose pulled up tightly against our 
back bumper. He sauntered out of his 
truck carrying an ax handle and walked 
around to the front of our vehicle. A 
guy from one of the trucks picked up 
a large rock and the two of them, faces 
distorted with anger, lunged at the 
front hood of the car. We knew at that 
moment that our lives were in danger. 

The rock-wielding man lurched to 
the passenger side of the car, trying to 
open the doors. My eyes met Don's. 

By now, we knew each other rather 
well. All our heated encounters and toe-to-toe yelling 
matches from the previous weeks seemed to swim to 
the surface of Rose's wrinkled eyes. Fury, unbound 
and uncontrolled, pushed him to climb onto the 
hood of the car in a futile attempt to launch his large 
frame through our open sun roof. 

Slamming the car into reverse we tried to retreat. 
Rose, struggling to maintain his tenuous hold on 
the hood, raised his right hand, ax handle and all, 
and began smashing our windshield. Glass pep- 
pered our faces, heads, arms and legs. Slivers flew 
into the back seat as we tried desperately to buck 
Rose off the hood. Luckily the windshield was 
strong and Don's jeans were slippery. He slid off the 
front of the hood and landed directly in front of the 
car. We pulled forward, backed up, pulled forward 
and back again, finally maneuvering ourselves out 
of Trophy West's trap. Then we roared down the 
road away from the attack. 

That's why we are at the RCMP station now: 
attempting to file a complaint against Don Rose. He 
is across the lot looking old and yet oddly confident. 
He knows the police have been paid well and are on 
his side. The men in plaid surrounding our car are 
irate. Some are guides, some are outfitters, others are 
hunters, some are just testosterone-laden logger 
goons. They have followed us here because we are 


Bear Watchers and this spring s bear hunting season 
has been very difficult for them. We have followed 
them and frightened them, frazzling their nerves. 
Our nonviolent activities have hurt them, but not 
nearly as badly as they’ve hurt British Colombian 
bears and the ecosystems that require them. They do 
not understand that we will not stop fighting for 
bears just because they can come up with nothing 
more creative than violence. 

The window smashing incident brought us tre- 
mendously positive media attention, including five 
full minutes of our video showing the attacks. It aired 
three times during the provincial election day news. 
Bear Watch is stronger now than ever before. We 
know their patterns and our limitations. We have 
vast amounts of community support, and even 
though we hear stories of guide outfitter meetings 
and an organized anti-Bear Watch posse, we have 
even greater ideas for next year. See ya here in '97. 

Please contact Trophy West Guide Outfitters |POB 
77, Campbell River, BC, Canada V9W 4Z9; (604) 287- 
2892] and tell them what you think of trophy hunt- 
ing. For more information about Bear Watch contact 
them at 1 850 Com mercial Dr., Box 21598, Vancouver, 
BC V5N 4A0 Canada; (800) 836-5501, fax (604) 873- 
4801; e-mail: bearwtch@helix.net; website: http:// 
www.helix. net/~bearwtch/ 


The Fund for Wild Nature: 

A Foundation by and for the Grassroots 

by Lorin Linder and Dave Parks 

Several articles in the last issue (Beltane) of the Earth First! Journal dealing with foundation 
funding reminded us that it is time to give you an update on the Fund for Wild Nature (the Fund). 
Beginning as the Earth First! Foundation, the Fund was created to provide monetary support for 
the preservation of biodiversity, grassroots activism, and the integrity of natural ecosystems. The 
Fund has been developed and nurtured by grassroots activists and has historically funded no- 
compromise grassroots campaigns. 

Four times a year the Fund accepts grant proposals from individual activists and groups throughout 
North America. We see a particular need to fund those projects that other, more mainstream 
foundations may not fund, and to provide a relatively quick response to fast-changing situations. 

The Fund is able to give monetary awards because we receive donations and grants which we then 
turn over to the grassroots. As EF! Journal readers may know, funding is becoming more complex for 
"flow-through" grants from foundations. It is through private donations that we hope to continue 
and expand our work. The Fund is a nonprofit, tax-exempt foundation and we gratefully accept, and 
quickly turn over, your donations of any amount. 

Lately, we have been distributing a total of $15-20,000 at each quarterly meeting. Most grants are 
within the $1,000 range per project. Groups and campaigns receiving Fund support this year include 
the Predator Project, the Native Forest Network, Central Appalachian Biodiversity Project, Cascadia 
Fire Ecology Education Project, Ranching Task Force, Seeds of Peace, and Sinapu. The Fund greatly 
appreciates having our support acknowledged in project publications and newsletters as this helps 
with name recognition and fund raising efforts. 

Annually, the Fund gives a $1,000 Deep Ecology Award for outstanding activism. The 1995 award 
went to Judi Bari in recognition of her outstanding accomplishments. Some previous winners have 
been Jasper Carlton, Karen Pickett, John Seed, Jan Wilder-Thomas and Darryl Cherney. The Fund 
welcomes submissions of nominees for this year's award. 

Currently, we are looking for additional board members, in particular, experienced fundraisers. If 
you want to apply for funding, our guidelines and grant application procedures are brief and 
uncomplicated. For more information or our Annual Reports, contact our office at Fund for Wild 
Nature, POB 1657, Corvallis, OR 97339; (541) 757-1780. 
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Barefoot or Booted: About Activism 


I 


Friends and Relatives, other beneficial species as well as 

Just writing to commend all my fellow warriors cause irreparable damage to our habi- 
for the many brave battles you engage in to protect tat. As in any healthy ecosystem, we 
our sacred Mother Earth. Your strength and resis- need in our ranks the docile and the 

tance to the destructive forces that plague our home- fierce. One is not more valuable than 

lands provide me with tremendous solace as 1 wait the other, and both should freely 

behind bars for the honor to rejoin you in the interrelate, not condemning one an- 
struggle. 1 also want to share some words and other but working together to pose 

feelings about media and public perceptions of maximum resistance to the invader 
those defending wilderness and all the life that calls who threatens our existence by driv- 
her home. ing wedges between us. 

The last issue of the EF! Journal represented to me t From where 1 stand, I think we 
our current stance in the fight to protect what little 1 need a healthy wild population of 
wilderness remains against the global corporate wolves before it's too late and the 
interests that seem intent on destroying wild earth whole thing collapses. Wolves. Two- 

at all costs. And I don't believe many can say more legged and four-legged. Weneed cam- 

wilderness would be preserved had we been prop- ouflaged wolves, women wolves, 

erly attired in the clothes of our opposition. Its not dread-locked wolves and maybe most 
our appearance that should concern us most, but , importantly red, brown, yellow, black 
our actions. Land white wolves. 

Our greatest strength is that we represent life, not There is reason to be somewhat 
death. It is our opposition who are frequently prone to concerned with our media percep- 

violence. While our own deeds result not in the loss of tion and how the general public per- 
life, but its preservation, our well-dressed opposition's ceives us. But what must be asked by 

power structure is built on the blood and bones of each one of us is whether our public 
others. Manicured appearance is an illusion society acceptance and approval should be a 
breeds to camouflage the true actions of those with the priority objective. After all, with over 

most blood on their hands. Shattering those illusions 70 percent of the American public 
with greater emphasis on one's actions rather than calling themselves environmental- 
one's appearance is a goal that becomes side-tracked as ist, isn't that alone some proof of 

long as we believe we might achieve wider support if how little public acceptance and ap- 
we mirrored the appearance of the institutions whose proval influences the real decision- 

actions we oppose. makers, lawmakers, courts, legisla- 

It's easy in our desperation to look at some of our tors and Congress? 
allies and criticize them for dressing or looking We must also admit that things 
different, and saying that somehow their "radical- are looking pretty grim for North 
ness" impedes us. But isn't diversity what it's all American wilderness. Corporate in- 
about? With Earth as our teacher, shouldn't we fluence on environmental law and 
model ourselves after the biological diversity that legislation is at an all-time high 
we fight to defend? I see the camo-clad thanks to political action committee (PAC) money It's a desperate situation my friends, and what we 
monkeywrenchers and long-haired direct action and well financed lobbyist organizations. It's hard must ask ourselves is whether any compromise can 

warriors to be the wolves of our environmentalist enough to keep up with back-room and under- be justified when what we are fighting for is the last 

eco-system. And just like their four-legged brethren, the-table deals, let alone stop them. Economic two percent of American wilderness. They've de- 

our opposition is always attempting to have us interests in the conquest of Mother Earth and all stroyed the rest, now let us have what little is left. I 

believe that without them, our environmentalist her people has historically outweighed public give you these thoughts from the view behind these 

landscape would be a better, more effective place. concerns. The continued production and use of walls not to question or judge the path of any 

The more docile species, those who represent the CFC's, fossil fuels, and toxic and radioactive waste activist but because my heart is being ripped and 

Earth in a suit and tie, historically have been willing is proof of that. Our governments care not about shattered at the final destruction of our home. I now 

to compromise in order to achieve some victory or the Earth Mother's future generations, be they recognize the possible reality that our grandchil- 

accomplishment. Those more docile species are not human or animal. dren might never marvel at an ancient old-growth 

to be condemned for choosing their niche in the In the face of timber swaps and compromises for tree or be lullabied to sleep by the wolf's howl. If we 
environmentalist ecosystem, but likewise they endangered species habitat (not to mention the all- lose these things we will lose something only our 

should not criticize those fiercer species whose goals out destruction of previously protected wilderness), ancestors were able to discover: the power and 

are "not just crumbs from the table or their own Earth First! warriors and US citizens must remember freedom that only true wilderness and wildlife can 

loaf, but the whole f ing wheat field" (to quote that what we are fighting for are the meager rem- bring. Godspeed and good blessings to you my 

Chumbawamba). nantsof North America's wildlands and wildlife. To friends and relatives as you continue your most 

Sure, victories are fewer and far between with this think that the insatiable appetites of Weyerhaeuser, honorable defense of our Mother Earth . 



strategy, but now is not the time to compromise 
while we are in the position of weakness under the 
heels (patent leather loafers, not bare feet) of the 
timber barons. Though every form of fighting is 
needed right now, there sometimes exists a danger- 
ous imbalance in our environmentalist ecosystem. 
Just as in wilderness, our diversity guarantees that 
no matter what the environmental condition, equi- 
librium is established by a variety of species and 
tactics. When one species overpopulates and goes 
beyond its carrying capacity, it tends to push out 


Georgia Pacific, MAXXAM, Champion, Stone Con- 
tainer and all their nasty little offspring will ever be 
satisfied as long as one island of wilderness still 
stands is living in denial. It's the law of supply and 
demand: As long as there is a supply, the timber 
giants will demand it be cut. It's the economics of 
extinction. The less marketable timber remaining 
(i.e. our wilderness), the more valuable it becomes. 
If that is exhausted, previously unmarketable tim- 
ber (i.e. our protected wilderness) is transformed to 
millions of board feet timber sales. 


Incarceratedly Yours, 

— Rod Coronado 

Rod is serving (since August, 1 995) a 57-month sentence 
for aiding and abetting an arson (Animal Liberation 
Front laboratory raid), and theft and destruction of an 
historical artifact (a cavalryman's journal). For more 
information on Rod's case, see EF! Journal, Eostar, 
1 995. You can write to Rod at: Rod Coronado 03895- 
000, FCI Unit SW, 8901 S. Wilmot Rd., Tucson, AZ, 
85706. 


Sots for Wilderness 


flow of alcohol are a few individuals 
who don't have control. There are 


I sons had been based on the event 
being publicized as alcohol-free. He 
left at first light, very displeased. 

After enduring three summers at 
Cove/Mallard, I've come to appreci- 
ate the alcohol-free base camps of 
other campaigns. Yes, it is excruciat-* 
ingly painful to be amidst destruc- 
tion day in and day out. The pain 
accumulates, but does liquor wash it 
away? Booze just numbs that pain for 
a little while, dulling our passion and 
our clarity. Drinking is a temporary 
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holding pattern that takes you ever 
closer to crashing. 

There, on the edge of the largest, 
wildest landscape in the lower 48, 
several activists were dangerously close 
to crashing last summer. A few activ- 
ists were regularly drunk before din- 
ner; a problem alcoholic was asked to 
take some time away; friends provided 
beer to someone else who desired to 
stay sober but has no self control. I 
think it's time we tried to take better 
care of ourselves. Behind the endless 


many more who appear to be choos- 
ing a self-destructive path. Am I sup- 
posed to remain silent while my friends 
use a bottle like a slow bullet to the 
head? Then there are those who drink 


because that's what they've always» 
ljknown5^feanwhile, our social skills! 
{atrophy and our so-called tribal bonds | 

Jremain shallow/ ^ 

To those of you who are new to 
Earth First!, please don't let this article 
make you anxious about getting in- 
volved. There are others who feel as I 
do and maybe we can more actively 


challenge old assumptions about what 
it means to have a good time and be in 
solidarity with one another. Earth First! 
has evolved away from a flag-waving, 
good-old boy machismo. I'm sure the 
evolution will continue. 

I hope this does not spur a debate on 
"the merits of alcohol." We have a lot 
of work to do. Let's acknowledge that 
alcohol can get in the way of this work 
and let's attempt to limit its influence 
on our lives. If we are approaching the 
end of the era of mammals and rep- 
tiles and amphibians, it seems disre- 
spectful to always be getting drunk at 
Mother Nature's deathbed. 



SINK IT! 

Dedicated to David Hoioitt and Rod Coronado 

Bash it and Bend it and Bust it and Break it 
Scuttle it and Sink it most any way your can 
Maybe we're just grains of sand 
in their gears of destruction 
but do it do it do it-if you can 

If you can get aboard without being caught, 
then you're over half the way there 
Now hide yourself on the deck and wait it out, 
to see if anyone comes 

For if they have seen you and are coming to get you 
better to go down for trespass-than sabotage 

If no one comes, then break into the boat 
Pick that lock or bust it free 
cut it, or torch it, or pry it from its hinge 
then get inside quickly, before anyone sees 


ITS TILL IR TTjE RETELLING 

"You know all those Coyote stories where Coyote Man 
makes people out ol his own excrement?” 

(The little coyotes squirmed and giggled in their dusty 
seats. "Ouuuuuu". they said.) 

"Well,” said Qrandma Coyote to her wriggling audience. 

"That's only P7IR.T ol the story.” 

(She paused and looked them in the eyes, each one.) 

Tjow would shit people last through the winter? One 
good rain and Creation dissolved! Poor 01d Coyote 
Man didn't have any other way to make people. Excrement 
and spit were all he could coax out ol his body.” 

(The little coyotes giggled and nodded in agreement. 

Coyote Grandmother sat up straight, as straight as she could 
and looked down her long snout.) 


Drop down into the engine room. 

You may find another door locked 
bust this one open just like the other 
they can't see you now from the dock 

Now you're surrounded by tons of machines, gauges, and pipe 

the ultimate robot-man's dream 

for those with only oil for blood 

for those with only revving motors for a scream 

Find the sea cock quickly, 

it's where they let the salt water in, 

to cool the engine, fight fires, wash decks or whatever 

it's this valve we're gonna do in 

First shut it off completely, 
then take the handle off the valve stem 
Then with a crescent or pipe wrench 
disconnect the piping bolted to it. 

Take it off completely, don't be in a rush 

pull out all the studs and bolts until the pipe drops 

Now it's wide open, just waiting to gush 

Then put your pipe wrench on the valve stem 
and open it as far as it can possibly go 
and what do you see down below you? 

Sea water EXPLODING all over the place in one inrushing flow! 
But don't stop now 

Pull on the pipe wrench as hard as you can 

until you jam that valve wide open 

then take your wrench and bash that valve stem hard 

bend it, break it, jam it so it's locked open 

with tons of sea water pouring thru it 


"But Coyote Woman,” she continued, "knew how to do things 
right the first time.” 

"She made bones and skin and fur and bright eyes all inside 
her. She was patient and made people slowly adding little 
bits of them month by month until finally they were ready. 

So one spring day Coyote Woman went out into the tall warm grass 
and gave birth to all those people, find L00K! They've 
lasted all this time, kittle hands, water-proof skin, 
furry heads and they don't smell so bad.” 


Lauren Davis 


Send poems to: 
Warrior Poets Society 
ASUC Box 361 
Berkeley, CA 
94720-4510 


Soon this valve will be under water 
impossible for anyone to close by hand 
Hey, your work is almost over. 

Baby, this ship is about to hit the fan! 
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Armed whh Visions 


Now gather up all your tools and get out of the engine room 

but before you close the door, 

toss in a tear gas canister for good measure 

Then put your own p ad lock on that door 

Now ease your tools into the harbor, 

not with a splash, because they're as heavy as lead 

I know it's a terrible waste to throw them away 

but just try explaining those bolt cutters to a cop instead 

Now get off the ship and release the mooring lines 
then GTFO out of the harbor out of the city, 

GTFO out of the country, GTFO out of this world 
They'll be looking for you shortly 
Remember, S-I-N-K SINK is a four-letter world 

So, help that drift netter drift down to the bottom 
Dump that toxi-dumping ship to its final burial grounds 
Stick that harpoon up any boat that's been killing whales 
After all, this is just recycling- on a grand scale 


CLEAR AS CUT GLASS AND JUST AS DANGEROUS 


So Bash it and Bend it Bust it and Break it 
Scuttle it and Sink it most aany way you can 
Maybe we're just grains of sand 
in their gears of destruction 
but do it do it do it- if you can 
Do it do it do it -if you can 


r 


e 



-to the ancient semperviren- 

Roots burned deep 
still send life 
through charred bark. 
Blackened insides 
do not sway 
the flame colored tree 
who has sung with 
lightning and floods, 
who has danced with 
raging wind. 

Tjollow bodies 
heated like ovens 
stand ever green, 
because even burning 
the medicine of time 
and wisdom, 
the life of generations, 
does not kill 
what is determined 
to grow and 
survive. 

Wren 11/35 
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All the Letters You Ever Wanted, From 


continued from page 3 

To the Man w/o a Bioregion, 

I'd like to thank you for shed- 
ding some reasonable light on 
the negative effects that the ani- 
mal rights movement has on the 
whole environmental move- 
ment. As a canvasser for Clean 
Water Action I am tired of de- 
fending the movement 
against accusations that 
environmentalists do not 
like humans and only 
want to save every other 
species on the planet. 

Yes, there are atrocities 
that are taking place 
against animals for no 
other reason than bad 
consumer habits and cor- 
porate greed. These are 
the practices that should 
be targeted and not the 
ones that would alienate 
our possible allies. Some 
of my close relatives are 
hunters, fishermen, and 
members of the NRA. 

They are also very sup- 
portive of the environ- 
mental issues that I talk 
about. The environmen- 
tal movement has to stop 
bashing people over the 
heads with radical view- 
points, and start speak- 
ing to them as if they were a 
member of your own family. Af- 
ter all, we are one big family — 
the human species — living in one 
big house — the planet Earth. 

— A CONCERNED ACTIVIST 

Dear Editor: 

Mike Roselle hits many nails 
on the head and misses a few in 
his discussion of the animal rights 
anti-fishing campaign. 

He is right in intimating that 
weanimal rights supporters aren't 
interested in ensuring that our 
grandchildren will still find 
enough yellow bellied sapsuck- 
ers to point a camera at or enough 
rainbow trout to fry under an old 
growth tree. It is true that we also 
don't give a hoot that future gen- 
erations might be comforted, at 
some intellectual level, in the 
thought that the same number 
of species exist in 2050 as did in 
1996. And we're not interested in 
helping create or preserve some 
Disneyland-like Earth Theme 
Park consisting of an arbitrary 
number of types of animals. Spe- 
cies come and go, but what mat- 
ters to us is that the living, even 
of a wildly inflated species like 
homo sapiens, are not abused or 
slaughtered because someone 
thinks them too common, pecu- 
liar, stupid, slow or powerless to 
have interests worth considering. 

No one who embraces the prin- 
ciple of fighting exploitation per 
se can champion any goal at the 
expense of those who can't de- 
fend themselves. "Wild" animals 
are indigenous peoples or, in the 
case of rainforest pigs, freed slaves 
or, in the case of ranched cows, 
slaves. That makes it a bit diffi- 
cult to clap for "conservation" of 
"wildlife" when it amounts to 
the deployment of such sensitive 
management methods as "cull- 
ing" of lover from lover, father 
from son, friend from friend. 

Mike points out that politics 
sometimes makes for strange bed- 
fellows. We know that. Witness 
animal rights activists teaming 
up with Joe Sixpack Hunters to 


ban leghold traps in areas where 
dogs are used to track "game." 
But as for encouraging fishing as 
"one of the few outdoor activi- 
ties average citizens can enjoy 
without trashing the environ- 
ment," isn't there a bigger issue? 
I mean, we’re not talking about 
desperate people grubbing for a 
meal. What about the cruelty 



inherent in such benign sound- 
ing entertainment? We can’t ig- 
nore the fact that water-dwelling 
animals can suffer or pretend it is 
somehow right or necessary to 
cause previously-ignored animals 
violent deaths for a "sport." 

Most people may never have 
thought of fish as cute enough or 
rare enough or understandable 
enough to protect from harm, 
but under the skin they are feel- 
ing, viable animals just as we are. 
It is only honest to point out to 
the “thinking animal" that the 
"lesser being" on that hook has a 
sensitive mouth (used much as 
we use our fingers); a delicate 
protective body coating (that is 
destroyed in ‘catch and release' 
games); and that s/he writhes and 
suffocates and dies an extremely 
frightening hideous death for 
nothing more than a lack of 
thought on our part, a taste, and/ 
or an afternoon’s relaxation. We 
may not want to hear it, but we 
should be grown up enough to 
act responsibly when we do. 

Finally, Mike, don’t be 
"shocked" at animal rights activ- 
ists adopting the "same tone and 
the same tactics as Operation 
Rescue." You'll find all of that at 
anti-logging and anti-dam 
demos! Yes, we all try to reason 
with big business and selfish in- 
terests, but in the end there would 
be no-one up a tree or cemented 
into a road if we believed reason 
alone will prevail. As for criticiz- 
ing vegetarians for yelling "Mur- 
derers" at anti-butchering demos, 
if people in movements were al- 
ways so detached, polite and 
unemotional that they never 
called out from their hearts, they 
might as well stay home. 

Best wishes, 

— Ingrid E. New kwk- 
Vice-President 
People por the Ethical 
Treatment of Animals 

Dear Mr. Roselle, 

Regarding your ridicule of 
PETA’s anti-fishing efforts (Eostar 
’96), PETA's media kowtowing 


may be silly, but their message 
makes sense. Ignorance, apathy 
and insensitivity are problems 
that affect the Earth in its en- 
tirety, the individual fish as well 
as the population of fish in a 
stream, and the trees on the bank. 
We can argue over what are "criti- 
cal issues" and how to set priori- 
ties, but you will not convince 
me that fishing is harm- 
less fun, or environmen- 
tally sound. 

I could tell you of the 
hundreds of herons, 
egrets, Canada geese and 
other birds every year who 
lose a limb or die from 
starvation or infection 
after becoming entangled 
in lost or discarded fish- 
ing line; or of the 
hundreds of swans and 
loons who have been poi- 
soned from ingesting lead 
fishing weights during 
feeding. But perhaps the 
greatest threat sport fish- 
ing poses to the 
environment is through 
the introduction of non- 
native fish. Because of 
fishing pressure (too 
many anglers, too few 
fish), and because anglers 
want different types of 
fish and in different envi- 
ronments than nature has 
supplied, state and federal fish 
and wildlife departments devel- 
oped a hatchery system that 
annually stocks hundreds of mil- 
lions of fish into lakes and rivers, 
often endangering native popu- 
lations and always changing the 
balance of the local ecosystem. 
Native fish that played impor- 
tant roles in a ecosystem are 
removed as "undesirable" or as 
"trash" species, or whole lakes 
may be killed off so biologists 
can begin introducing the more 
desired game fish. There are 
hardly any waters in the US that 
have not been tampered with, 
and there is hardly a game fish 
that has not been genetically 
manipulated through artificial 
breeding, etc. Those bass you 
mentioned are doing so well? 
When a bass hybrid was intro- 
duced in New York, native brook 
trout were almost wiped out. 
Hatchery-raised salmon are de- 
stroying many naturally 
spawning salmon species in the 
Pacific Northwest. Another ex- 
ample, the introduction of 
rainbow and brown trout has se- 
verely damaged much of the 
West’s native population of cut- 
throat trout. 

Habitat loss and commercial 
overfishing are undoubtedly 
huge threats to native fish, but 
sportfishing's contributions must 
be recognized. 

Sincerely, 

— Nicolas Atwood 

Dear Stol for Braegen 

The man may be without a bio- 
region, but he sure has a point. 
Greenpiss is headed down the 
tubes with Barb at the helm. I 
too, have former GP friends hop- 
ing against hope that the sinking 
ship can be saved, brought back 
on course. Yo, Barb! Get back to 
where you once belonged! 

Indulge me for a moment will 
ya', I have four cases in point for 
each of the Four Directions: 

1) The DC office? Get out of 
town by sunset. 


2) GP won't get onboard the 
June 18-24 March for the Ani- 
mals (everyone from Sea 
Shephard to the Doris Day Ani- 
mal League is on deck, where the 
fuck is Greenpeace?). 

3) GP refuses to support the 
Dolphin Protection Act of 1996, 
instead climbing in bed with 
dolphin killers and backing the 
backsliding Dophin Death Bill 
(S. 1420). 

4) GP has yet to make a public 
statement (much less, action) 
against Boston's Outfall Pipe 
project which threatens the last 
remaining endangered northern 
right whales and Ridley sea turtles. 

(Notice these last two are "in 
the water" issues where GP cut 
its teeth long ago when we re- 
spected her.) 

Enough of the gruesome de- 
tails. I'm sure these pages will 
have degenerated into a piss n' 
moan session on GP. Can we 
salvage anything from Big Green? 
You bet! Prune it like any fruitful 
tree or ailing green relation. Per- 
haps if Barb backs-off from her 
$60,000 salary and gets back in 
the trenches, does a little can- 
vassing maybe and gets out from 
behind the Beltway, perhaps then 
the ship can be salvaged. God- 
dess knows there's plenty of 
morally challenged groups to roll 
around in the shit at ol' Foggy 
Bottom (remember what Gran- 
nie said: "If you lie in the dirt 
with the hogs, you get dirty"). 

Seriously, Barb, come on in, 
the water's fine! (Okay, so it isn't 
fine, but you could help to clean 
it up like in the old days.) Get out 
of the office, get the office out! If 
you're gonna "restructure" why 
stop at incremental adjustments? 
Strip that sucker down to its 
frame. Isn't lean and mean the 
name of the game? 

There, I said it and I'm glad. 
Now, let's get back to work. 

— Oak 

Legislator Health Crisis 

IT’S ALL A MISTAKE! There's a 
misprint in the Gorton-Dicks Sal- 
vage Rider. It calls for the har- 
vesting of "all dicks susceptible to 
fire (sexual, I presume) or dis- 
ease," including "the removal of 
associated dicks" in our legisla- 
ture. Because Congress has some 
of the biggest dicks in America. 

Help improve the health of our 
legislative body. Dicks are to be 
cut "to the maximum extent fea- 
sible... notwith- 
standing any 
other provi- 
sion of law." 

•It’s old 
growth! 

•It's male! 

•It's man- 
agement! 

•It's legal! CUT 

Dear Shit for Brains, 

The following mail was recieved 
by an activist. Included in the mail 
were also various Sahara club and 
Barry Clausen-type “eco-terrorist" 
mis-information flyers. The quality 
of hate mail is sure going downhill! 

To: [name deleted] gay faggot 

Listen . Our motto is chose your 
target. We will protest at your 
private home and harass your 
neighbors. We will fix your car 
and compile a list of names from 
your mail list and give out info 
gn your crimes to everyone all 
about the dirty dozen. We know 



if you can do it, we will do it. OK? 
We oppose your use of paper and 
resoures and money. 

If I ever find you in my way, 1 
will ring you bell. No more 
INTERNET FOR YOU or HIT lists. 
You are sick and need god and 
will be sent to Hell. The earth is 
being killed by Earth First and it 
has an address. You are an idiot 
mother fucker stinking ass wipe 
cock sucker and I speak for all 
Americans (you are not an Ameri- 
can and you know it) you don't 
belong here, leave. Your brain is 
dead. We outnumber you you 
know. I ride OHV's and don't like 
you telling me what to do. So, me 
and my riding partners (some are 
cops) are going to pay you a visit 
and talk to you. We will never 
give up. You will lose everything. 
God will strike you down. Not 
only do I belong to the Sahara 
Club, I belong the the B.R.C. and 
the N.R.A. We don't like you. 
Leave town. You are the joke of 
the world. My nephew hates you. 
My cat hates you. I report info to 
God thru the Sahara Club and 
you don't want them against you. 
God is on our side. You only have 
the devil. You were Ted's accom- 
plice!! We will tell everyone, and 
lets see you prove us wrong. Can 
1 ride over you with my dirt bike? 
1 saw you on the video with all 
your gay friends in LA. See ya in 
the forest, or are you chicken 
shit? Even my pastor hates you. 
Thats pretty bad. You and Mr. 
Foreman will burn in Hell. I ride 
for your death by dirt bikers, 
MTN, bikers everywhere. I'm go- 
ing riding in the desert tomor- 
row! See ya, asshole. 


Dear Letters to the Editors: 

Thanx for running the 
Budweiser Bovine grazing article 
in the Eostar issue. My address 
for Anheuser-Busch boycott com- 
munications has changed once 
again. For anyone who is inter- 
ested in helping organize a boy- 
cott of Anheuser-Busch products, 
send queries to the Golden Trout 
Wilderness Protection League, 
1442 "A" Walnut St., Suite #240, 
Berkeley, CA 94709. With your 
ideas, energy and coordinated (or 
uncoordinated) organizing, we 
can face this corporate behemoth 
to moderate its destruction of 
one of the flagship wilderness 
areas in the Sierra Nevada. Maybe 
we can even stop the destruction 
altogether. 

For the wild, 

— Todd Shuman 

To the editors: 

Shalom, good people. 

I have spent the past month in 
the Black Mesa Area of northeast 
Arizona, supporting traditional 
Dineh people resisting reloca- 
tion and fighting Peabody Coal 
Company. The traditionals still 
living on their inherited ances- 
tral land now labeled "Hopi Par- 
tition Land" are being told that 
if they don't sign their land off 
to a lease "agreement" before 
January '97, they will have three 
years to relocate. 

With stepped-up harassment 
from the non-traditional, Euro- 
puppet, Hopi Tribal Government, 
Dineh elders need our help more 
than ever. We aim to have sup- 
porters doing homestays with 
every family that wants help by 
mid-fall '96, and consistently 
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Huggers to Buggers and Then Some 


through the three years to fol- 
low. Harassment happens less 
when outside eyes are present. If 
you’ve ever considered coming 
out here, now is the time. 

1 am planning to stay here in- 
definitely. I help cook, clean, herd 
sheep, watch kids, chop wood, 
haul water, do store runs. I am 
out of the city in a beautiful place 
with much quiet time. I am 
spending time with strong elders 
who are very generous and have 
wonderful stories to share. 

Come out in pairs with a ve- 
hicle. We'll rendezvous at Big 
Mountain. 

Peace, 

— Wendy Young 
c/o SEAC-SW, POB 1891 
Tucson, AZ 85702-1891 

I happen to be one of the radi- 
cals in a very resource dependent 
rural community who is behav- 
ing much as Mitch Friedman sug- 
gested in his "Civil Disobedience 
as a Tactic, not a Culture." This 
lifestyle includes politically cor- 
rect grooming and spending my 
time organizing moderates. How- 
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ever, Mitch's piece did not sit 
well with me. 

It is undoubtedly a truism that 
each locale is different and each 
person is at different stages of the 
fight. Coming from an 
ecofeminist perspective, I cher- 
ish and fight for diversity above 
other values. But I feel the situa- 
tion is so serious and the System 
we are supposed to work within 
so out of accord with our values, 
that disobedience as a lifestyle 
(civil or otherwise) is about the 
only worthwhile and interesting 
option at the moment. I joke 
with my "wise" use friends that 
we could share the same bumper 
stickers such as "Resist Much, 
Obey Little." 

Cascadia Rising recently closed 
a road into an egregious salvage 
sale on the surrounding national 
forest. The press was outraged 
and sarcastic (especially the tim- 
ber industry media), as expected. 
However, the negative article in 
the less-evil newspaper ended 
with Cascadia's message instead 
of the timber industry's, and the 
person in the street section that 
week asked the question, "Would 
you protest?" and everyone said, 
"Yes!" 


So there is hope. I am a lifelong 
resident of a small eastern Or- 
egon "wise use" community. I 
often think about and look for 
common ground with the "us- 
ers," and I find it increasingly 
obvious that intolerance is build- 
ing toward the machinations of 
huge corporations which 
downsize or move out of the 
country, along with the robber 
barons who own obscene 
amounts of property. There seems 
to be a swelling movement to 
examine the role of these corpo- 
rations in our lives and our gov- 
ernment. This gives me some 
small hope. The Environmental 
Justice movement is doing front 
line work in belligerent opposi- 
tion to their well-oiled agendas 
(disobedience if it ever existed) 
and intellectuals have begun 
stocking the bookstores and li- 
braries with much food for 
thought. Several of us in this small 
town are already reading Robert 
Reich’s Opposing the System.. Is 
the revolution at hand? 

We may live in the most re- 
source-rich country on Earth, but 
it is obvious that all 
is not well. We are 
fearful and anxious 
as the hands of oth- 
ers pull our strings. 
We have less money 
for the good things 
in life like schools, 
good health care, art, 
music, etc. We have 
turned from being a 
free and confident 
people says Richard 
Grossman (a long- 
» V time leader in the 
v " anti-corporate 
movement), into just being con- 
sumers, (or maybe even com- 
modities) always searching for a 
better fix. Being outright disobe- 
dient to their commands and 
whims might give us a renewed 
purpose in life. 

And this is a fight to regain 
freedom and self confidence. 
Freedom to have time to relax a 
bit. Freedom to not have to look 
at everything on the dollar stan- 
dard. Freedom to regain value for 
beauty, compassion, love, silence, 
respect, family and friendship. The 
pursuit of "as much money, sex, 
and fun as possible" is not work- 
ing. It is time to reevaluate the 
corporate system (and our sanc- 
tioning of its charters) in our lives 
and communities. We must take 
back our "pursuit of happiness." 

— Stella rs J. 

Memo to Earth Firstlers: 

In American journalism, the 
Op-Ed page traditionally was re- 
served for the dissemination of 
diverse points of view. Unfortu- 
nately in my travels around the 
country I've found most local 
fish-wraps run Op-Ed pieces that 
merely parrot the editor's politi- 
cal bent. Despite constant whin- 
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ing by the Rush Limbaugh's of 
the world about a perceived "lib- ' 
eral media bias, " that bent is usu- 
ally of a right-wing, industrial 
apologist nature. For example, in 
eight years of reading my local 
rag, the Orange County Register, 
not once has a progressive opin- 
ion appeared on the Op-Ed page. 

Instead, they typically run in- 
accurate right-wing drivel. Par- 
ticularly insightful are libertar- 
ian commentaries dealing with 
environmental issues. These 
pieces usually start out by declar- 
ing a specific environmental 
problem to be non-existent — ig- 
noring empirical facts and scien- 
tific evidence in the process. Then 
they whine that measures taken 
to alleviate this "non-existent 
problem" are breaking the backs 
of important businesses and cost- 
ing us jobs. They always close by 
taking pot-shots at "extremist" 
environmentalists who "support 
more government intrusion into 
our lives" and who only want to 
"take away our freedoms." (Ap- 
parently these folks have never 
met a real, live environmental- 
ist — after all, most of us are even 
more suspicious of government 
than they are.) 

Of course, most of these opin- 
ion pieces are so much hogwash. 
However, the only way we'll ever 
further our view is by turning 
public opinion our way. We 
should deluge our local papers 
with complaints about their ab- 
dication of journalistic responsi- 
bility. Write a Letter to the Edi- 
tor. Ask them to include all view- 
points in their Op-Ed pages. Then 
sit down and write an Op-Ed col- 
umn about your favorite issue. 
Who knows, maybe the ink- 
stained wretches will see the er- 
rors of their ways. Maybe we can 
help transform our nation's Op- 
F.d pages into the public forums 
they were meant to be. 

— Sid Dutcher 

To the Editor: 

I enjoy reading the articles and 
comments in the Journal. Really 
gets the juices and adrenalin flow- 
ing like sort of "pissed off." [sic] 
But aren't your writers just 
preaching to the choir? We were 
all convinced long ago that the 
earth was going to hell in a hand- 
basket as the result of "economic 
progress," a corporate mind-set 
dictated by profit, growth and 
control and an expanding popu- 
lation that a medium sized gal- 
axy couldn't support. Wouldn't 
we be more effective in changing 
the attitudes of the folks that are 
causing the problems by getting 
our ideas and concerns more into 
the public consciousness. Sitting 
in trees and chaining oneself to 
gates and machines has great P. R. 
and shock value but the effect 
and purpose doesn't seem to last 
very long. The general voting 
public has trouble seeing past 



these confrontations as depicted 
in the news, to the real issue, that 
of saving the earth. Wouldn't 
our movement be enhanced by 
bombarding our local newpapers 
with guest editorials and letters 
to the editor with some of the 
same info, contained in the Jour- 
nal and demanding all public 
schools include an environmen- 
tal core curriculum in grades K 
through 12? I'm sure this is not 


an original idea. Anyway, 1 don’t 
need any more convincing; it's 
them out there that do. Don't 
cancel my subscription. 

—John L. Noyes, MD 

Ed. note: Rest assured, your sub- 
scription is intact. 

—CB 

Dear Shit for Brains, 

I never knew you were on the 
'net!? Why!? Did anyone else 
notice that every boneheaded 
remark in the last Journal came 
from some redneck or techno- 
geek who is on line, and couldn't 
afford the 32 cent stamp. Fuck 
the internet! The Journal was just 
fine without it. Why should a 
radical environmental organiza- 
tion be supporting something as 
dehumanizing and potentially 
destructive as modern computer 
technology. Computers are em- 
powering corporations more than 
we can imagine and are leading 
to advances in genetics, artificial 
intelligence, and robotics. Who 
needs 'em. Throw them in the 
trash heap with the automobiles! 

— Fred Ludd 

Earth First! 

The most beautiful beach in 
Baja is about to be trashed! Lo- 
cated 5 kms. south of the 
southern town of Todos Santos 
off highway 19, Las Palmas Beach 
is a beautiful oasis of fan, coco- 
nut and date palms. This quarter 
mile long cove harbors nearly 
100 species of birds in the brack- 
ish lagoon, palms and 
surrounding desert. Pelicans, 
gulls, cactus wrens, humming- 
birds, egrets, herons, tangiers, 
orioles, woodpeckers, vultures, 
doves and frigate birds are here 
along with ring-tailed cats, rattle- 
snakes, foxes, skunks, turtles and 
lizards to name a few. This 
unique habitat is fed by fresh 
water springs that are slated to 
be bulldozed "to save the la- 
goon." The real reason is that 
the developer "Patricio" has 
plans for a restaurant/hotel and 
golf course. 

Petitions have been handed to 
the landowner, Kali Rodriguez, 
who lives in Todos Santos, re- 
questing that this precious land 
be preserved as a wildlife refuge/ 
eco-touristsite. Presently, big ply- 


wood signs declaring "No Camp- 
ing," "No Fires" have been 
erected. The author remembers 
the same message at Shipwreck 
Beach near Cabo San Lucas just 
before the dozers chased out the 
campers to build another mon- 
strosity for mankind. Last year, 
when swamp reeds were being 
removed, an ecological group 
from La Paz stopped the project. 
My feeling is that the land rapers 


will try again when the tourists 
return north this spring. Who 
will be there next time to stop 
them? 

Go get those buns in the sun 
and don't forget to moon those 
Mexican ORV's when they ride 
by, because driving down the 
beach is against the law! 

— Lee Miller 

Dear cerebro de mierda, 

I am writing in response to 
Thierry Sallantin and A1 Decker's 
call for U.S. "eco-activists" to 
move to Amazonia to start their 
little "eco-paradise." Can you say 
neo-colonialism. Great, a bunch 
of gringos moving in with the 
"Amerindians." First, they are 
indigenous people, they expect 
to respect their ways and just 
blend in with them, but they 
still call them Indians. Second, 
as rich gringos, our responsibil- 
ity is to stay where we are, try to 
heal the land where we are, and 
fight the corporate assholes that 
are taking this earth from us and 
especially indigenous peoples. I 
can just see it, a bunch of whiteys 
in their Patagonia shorts and 
$2,000 canoes playing Indian in 
the jungle. Do they think that 
their intrusion will have no ef- 
fect on the indigenous people? 
Sounds to me like the same 
colonialist bullshit and outright 
thievery that Euro-peons have 
perpetrated for the last 500 years. 
You want to make a change in 
how this planet is dying? Don't 
fly in a jet to French-Guyana, 
stay where you are in the ruined 
cities and garden, ride a bike, 
and FIGHT BACK!!! You can't 
escape from ecocide, so let's stop 
it now! 

Love, 

— Frog of the Salty Lake 

P.S. Yes, we can learn a lot 
from indigenous people, they 
are all around us in the U.S., the 
Western Shoshone have asked 
us time and time again to help 
them in their land struggles and 
against nuclear testing, Peltier is 
still in prison, and the Zapatistas 
of Southern Mexico have so 
much to teach and have said 
that their revolution will be won 
in the United States. We the lost 
children must listen for a change. 



Las Palmas Beach 
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" Wisconsin Forever, Exxon Never!" 


continued from page 1 

and possibly uranium. Once the ore has been extracted from the earth, it is to be 
refined on-site through a process designed to chemically break the copper and 
zinc from the sulfide in the rock; the sulfide ions mix with water in the 
environment, and form sulfuric acid waste. The proposed mine would thus 
produce 44 million tons of sulfuric acid waste laced with highly toxic heavy 
metals, and constitute the largest toxic waste dump in the state of Wisconsin. 

Some 10,000 metallic sulfide mines exist across North America, and all have 
contaminated ground or surface water. Sulfuric acid waste from these mines eats 
through the liners meant to contain it, and wreaks havoc on the surrounding 
environment, killing aquatic plant life, fish and the predators that depend on 
them for survival. 

Crandon Mining Company officials claim that they have developed a 
containment liner technology which will work, but who trusts them? CMC is run 
by Jerry Goodrich, an Exxon executive 
who oversaw operations at the El 
Cerrejon coal mine in the Wayuu Indian 
region of Columbia. Survival 
International has cited the El Cerrejon 
mine as grounds for listing Exxon 
among ^the top ten violators of 
indigenous rights. For CMC, credibility 
is a commodity in short supply. 

Credibility is also an issue for the 
current state administration. Secretary 
of Administration James Klauser, 

Governor "Toxic" Tommy G. 

Thompson's top aide, is a former Exxon 
minerals lobbyist who possesses final 
authority in the mine permitting 
process. Any guess as to Mr. Klauser's 
mining views? 

So now the prospect of a massive 
metallic sulfide mine at Mole Lake faces 
Wisconsinites, with an additional 12 to 
18 such mines estimated to follow. 

These mines would constitute a mining 
district, each of them adding to the 
cumulative damage to our waters. 

Creating a North Woods mining district would require additional development 
on a massive scale, including roads, sewers, social services, schools and new 
powerplants; the Exxon mine alone would eat up as much electricity as the city 
of Green Bay. (Progress!) Of course, Exxon PR hacks claim that all this "progress" 
means jobs. Never mind that eco-tourism in Wisconsin, particularly in the North 
Woods, is by far and away our largest employer and is relatively sustainable 
generation after generation. What Exxon officials propose is a boom and bust 
industrialization of the North Woods, providing a few jobs at a great cost to 
taxpayers in the short term, and polluting our waters in the long term. 

Why We're Winning 

With so much at stake Wisconsinites, who are normally a fairly easy-going 
people, have given Exxon corporation officials a very hard time. Since September, 
opposition to the proposed Exxon mine has swelled month by month, until by 
the time May 7 rolled around we had Exxon on the defensive. Here's some of how 
it happened: 

On September 1 7, 1 995, the Midwestern swing of the Caravan for Justice kicked 
off at the Environmental Resource Center at Mole Lake. The Caravan was a 
solidarity effort to bring together a broad and diverse network of justice activists. 
Among those present were locked-out workers from the Staley corporation of 
Decatur, Illinois; members of the black community in Milwaukee; students from 
the University of Wisconsin school system; anti-mining activists and members 
of the Sokaogon Chippewa community. From Mole Lake, the Midwestern 
Caravan for Justice stopped at six other communities on its way to the labor war 
zone of Decatur, Illinois. 

The bonds and connections made on the Caravan for Justice proved later to be 
of great use, both in the anti-mining struggle and in the broader movement for 
justice. Anti-mining activists have joined together with welfare rights protests, 
union actions, and anti-racism rallies. Similarly, anti-mining actions have been 
done by organizers around the country, most recently in Houston, Texas, a town 
unlucky enough to host Exxon's world headquarters. 

In late October of '95, Earth Firstlers announced their presence in Wisconsin 
with a regional rendezvous on the shores of the Wolf River, and direct action at 
Exxon corporation's offices in Rhinelander, Wisconsin. Following a rowdy 
march through the streets of town a day earlier, we took Exxon officials by 
surprise early the next morning. When Jerry Goodrich and Don Moe arrived for 
work they were greeted by a motley crew of EFIers, TV newscasters and radio 
reporters. The story went statewide that day, and we kept the office shut down 
for most of the morning. 

Hook & Bullet, Clipboard & Ballot 

Maybe the Earth First! actions spurred the mainstream activists to action, or 
maybe they were afraid of what might happen if eco-radicals took front page and 
made a mess of things; then again, maybe Earth First! had nothing to with their 
actions at all. Regardless, the Wisconsin Resources Protection Council emerged 
over the winter with a truly impressive grassroots network of townspeople all 


across Wisconsin's North Woods. Some 200 people were present at the formation 
of the WRPC chapter in Crandon, once thought to be a toss-up town on the 
mining front. Furthermore, early 1996 saw the formation of the Wisconsin 
Stewardship Network, a sort of hook and bullet, clipboard and ballot alliance of 
conservationists, grassroots community groups and big environmental 
organizations. Mainstream organizing went so well that when the Conservation 
Congress, an advisory body to the Department of Natural Resources (DNR), met 
on April 14, the 8,000 hunters and fishers present voted overwhelmingly for a 
moratorium on metallic sulfide mining in Wisconsin. 

Spring Floods 

By the time Earth Day '96 rolled around, anti-mining activity was flowing as 
wide and as fast as the Wisconsin. An Earth Day of Action, organized by 
Wisconsin's Environmental Decade, Student Environmental Action Coalition 
and the University of Wisconsin Greens, drew some 900 people into the streets. 
In Madison, 500 strong marched, four lanes wide, on the UW-Madison School of 

Engineering Building and occupied it; 
marchers demanded that the University 
sever all ties to Exxon, in particular a 
recent $5 million grant. In Milwaukee, 
100 people picketed the regional DNR 
building and questioned DNR Secretary 
Meyer directly about the proposed mine. 
In Stevens Point, 250 people marched 
through town, raising a ruckus and 
applauding a bannerhang off the School 
of Natural Resources at UW-Point. And 
in Oshkosh, 75 people rallied on the 
local UW system campus. 

Also on Earth Day '96, the Wolf and 
Wisconsin River Speaking Tours, 
organized by the Wolf River Education 
Project, kicked off in Madison and Green 
Bay. Over the course of the next 12 
1 days, thousands of Wisconsinites in 
| dozens of river communities heard first- 
| hand testimonials from Crandon, Mole 
^ Lake, and Rhinelander community 
*■ members. Here was a public relations 
campaign that Exxon officials couldn't 
counter, though they certainly tried. 

The River Speaking Tours participants concluded their travels in Rhinelander 
on May 4, and that's where the real speaking out began. Some 600 Wisconsinites 
gathered at Hat Rapids on the Wisconsin River, a site Exxon officials have 
proposed for the discharge of wastewater from the mine some 38 miles away. 
Everyone in the anti-mining movement was there: Native Americans, 
conservationists, environmentalists, radicals, conservatives, students and 
community activists, all a part of the same Wisconsin clan. 

From Hat Rapids the gathering crowd headed into town. By the time we 
marched past the Exxon corporate offices, we were a surging mass of a thousand. 
Some who were there say they saw CMC head Jerry Goodrich looking out the 
window at us, but I believe that if he was anywhere nearby he would have been 
down on his knees praying, and not standing in plain sight for all to see. 

April Showers Bring May Flowers: Some Victories 

Several days after Rhinelander, on May 7, the tide and momentum of the anti- 
mining movement came full force onto the floor of the Wisconsin Assembly. As 
hundreds of spectators watched, AB 758, the 20-year Mining Moratorium Bill, 
was revived from committee by a 95-4-1 vote. Two days later the Wisconsin 
Senate voted by a similar margin to do the same. What happened? Evidently 
legislators were more afraid of their constituents than of Exxon lobbyists, this 
being an election year and all. The Mining Moratorium Bill is scheduled to be 
among the first orders of business when the Wisconsin Legislature comes back 
into session. 

A victory also came on the technical permitting front. A report commissioned 
by the DNR concluded that, "Crandon Mining Co. has been misleading the 
public; their claims that the proposal will cause no harm cannot be supported by 
the inadequate data presented so far." The report is one step along a long trail of 
review to which the Exxon mine proposal is subject. Released alongside the DNR 
report was an analysis conducted by the Great Lakes Indian Fish and Wildlife 
Commission, which concluded that Exxon "has eliminated data inconsistent 
with its preconceptions..." 

We're Winning, But It's Far From Over 

To many anti-mining activists in Wisconsin, it feels like we're winning; and by 
any measure of success, we are. But Wisconsinites also know that as long as there 
is ore in our rock, and so long as corporations like Exxon exist, we will have to 
defend our land and waters. Since we want the ore to stay in the rock, the only way 
we're ultimately going to protect Wisconsin is to put Exxon and its ilk out of 
commission. That's something easy to say, but hard to do. So we'll need your help. 

Is there an Exxon operation near you? Take direct action to stop Exxon. Have you 
considered coming to Wisconsin's North Woods on vacation? Maybe you should. 
Wisconsin's annual Protect the Earth Gathering will take place July 27-29 at Mole 
Lake [see announcement on page 34 — ed.\. Contact Wisconsin's governor about the 
Exxon mine by writing to Gov. Thompson, State Capitol, Madison, WI 53701. 

We need your help. Please contact us and find out what you can do. Write 
Midwest Headwaters EF!, 731 State St., Madison, WI 53703; (608) 255-8765. 



Ben Manski exposes Exxon's mining plans at an Earth Day rally 
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Concrete 

THINK LIKE A 
MOUNTAIN 


BY WRITER/ARTIST PAUL CHADWICK 

COMIC BOOK REVIEW BY JlM FLYNN 

Earth First! has hit the mainstream! (Mainstream comics, that is.) Prepare to 
be transformed into a comic book junkie waiting at the door of the store every 
month for the most recent issue of your favorite character: Concrete. 

Comic books are not a common topic among environmental activists — maybe 
because of some deep-rooted, "waste of paper" kind of attitude. However, some 
of the more anarcho types amongst us have plenty of zines and comics filled with 
quite an array of hard-line political topics. These hand-crafted, often photocop- 
ied publications are no waste; they cover serious topics of everyday life and too 
few of them see wide distribution. Rarely do the zines have an environmental 
theme, however, and maybe that is why they have not attracted the enviro crowd. 

The comics from the big comic companies (e. g. The Incredible Hulk, Batman, 
The X-Men, Wonder Woman, Judge Dredd, etc.) rarely deal with serious social 
topics and even more rarely use real-life environmental themes. There are, of 

course, exceptions to this; 
mainly single-issue, fund-rais- 
ing comics with heroes and 
sheroes dealing with topics 
such as world hunger, AIDS 
or drug abuse. One major 
comic company, DC Comics, 
went so far as to have their 
character "Green Arrow" fight 
international ivory poachers 
and in another title the main 
character, "Animal Man, "did 
a stint with the Animal Lib- 
eration Front. 

One independent book 
company, Dark Horse Com- 
ics, has made it to the big 
leagues. Probably the largest 
of the independent compa- 
nies, Dark Horse has been in 
business for over ten years 
and produces high quality comics — even a few with environmental themes. 
Their newer titles are even on partially recycled paper. 

One of their titles, Concrete, has recently brought Earth First! into the 
mainstream comics arena. Concrete is a series that has been going for about ten 
years. It is the story of a guy named Ron Lithgow who was kidnapped by aliens, 
just like in tabloid headlines. The aliens transplanted his brain into a humanoid 
body made of organic rock and then left. The general public knows him as 
"Concrete," the result of a (nonexistent) government cyborg project. 

Concrete now makes a living as a writer and spends his time mountaineering 
and doing the odd jobs that his strength and rugged body bring him. As a 
famous mountaineer/writer living in California, Concrete writes frequently 
and sympathetically on environmental issues. Concrete is a self-described 
"moderate environmentalist who hates confrontation." 

In this special six-issue miniseries entitled "Think Like a Mountain," one of 
Concrete's friends introduces him to Penelope, an Earth Firstler who invites 
him to write about an old-growth timber sale in northern Washington state. 
Because of his fame (and strength), her and some of her EF! buddies attempt to 
ply him with pizza and wine into writing about their struggle as a prominent 
writer "from the front lines." 



Concrete initially declines their invitation (and their pizza) citing reasons like 
his comfortable lifestyle and public reputation, but after they help him put out 
a "mysterious" fire which threatens his art collection and his roommate's 
research, he agrees to accompany them and write under a pseudonym. At first, 
he insists that his participation is only as an observer, but after a few intense 
encounters in the wild and hanging out with the Earth Firstiers (and much 
contemplation), he hoists a wrench high in the air and says the magic words, 
"No Compromise in Defense of Mother Earth!" 

I'm not going to tell you the whole storyline because that would spoil it, but I 
will say that there is plenty of direct action, demonstrations, monkeywrenching 
and numerous artistic interpretations of past EF! protests and events. (However, 
do keep in mind that upon reading comics you enter a world that does not have 
the same reality as the one in which we live, so the writer/artist creates the settings 
and situations as need be.) By blending historic events into a fictional story, this 
miniseries is oneof the best representations I've seen of our movement and would 
be a fine outreach tool for folks unfamiliar with Earth First! 

Much of the series is set in the San J uan Islands of the Puget Sound. The pages 
are beautifully drawn and colored and even include proper ecosystems with 
species identification. Paul Chadwick, the creator, writer and artist for 
Concrete, has obviously researched not only ecosystems and ecology but 
Earth First! and environmental issues. An EF! Journal subscriber for over five 
years, Chadwick has gotten our rhetoric down, from the misanthropy to the 
sensationalism. 

In addition to a finely crafted comic filled with radical eco-action, there is a 
letters section each issue that discusses topics such as tree spiking and the role 
of Earth First! in the environmental movement. Chadwick does an eloquent job 
defending Earth First! and radical tactics to his readers. He stresses the unde- 
served bad reputation we have been given by the mainstream press. 

You can get a copy of Concrete: Think Like a Mountain at nearly any comic book 
store. By the time you read this, the first four issues of the six-issue miniseries will 
be released, so ask the comics dealer for the back issues. To order them by mail, 
write to Dark Horse Comics at 10956 SE Main St., Milwaukee, OR 97222. 

There is one other comic book I would like to mention: The Last Forest. 
Written, drawn and produced by Dwayne Cannan and Totally Stumped Comics 
in Edmonton, Alberta, it is the story of human encroachment into the last 
wilderness. The wild animals of the world have been driven out of their homes 
and pushed further north "generation after generation, until they could go no 
further. Beyond lay barren rock and snow. They had come to the last forest... 
For a time they were safe, and it looked as though two-legs [humans] wouldn't 
come here... until now!" 

The Last Forest is beautifully presented with detailed drawings of the different 
animal characters who come together to find "the good two-legs that will stop 
the bad two-legs" that are logging their forest home. This is a full color, glossy 
comic and can be purchased directly from Totally Stumped Comics, Box 001, 
6250-99 Street, Edmonton, Alberta, Canada, T6E 6C7. The Last Forest is only in 
its first issue and the price (including shipping) is (US) $3.50. 



Free the Animals 


by Ingrid Newkirk 

BOOK REVIEW BY JlM FLYNN 

Free the Animals recounts the personal 
transformation of "Valerie," a cop- 
turned-animal liberator. It is also a his- 
torical account of one of the most effec- 
tive and hard-core activist groups in the 
world coming to the United States. 

Something about the Animal Lib- 
eration Front (ALF) drives the FBI and 
the powers-that-be crazy. Maybe it's 
their no-compromise approach. 
Maybe it's their ninja-like movements. 
Maybe the feds just hate bunny 


huggers. Whatever the reason, the ALF 
has been subjected to imprisonment, 
grand juries, interrogations, harass- 
ment and propaganda similar to the 
persecution of communists in the '50s. 

Ingrid Newkirk, Vice President of 
the People for the Ethical Treatment 
of Animals (PETA), wrote the book 
through a series of undercover inter- 
views with Valerie. Names and other 
details have been changed to protect 
the liberators and their co-conspira- 
tors, but this ain't fiction. The actions 
really happened and the downright 


evil bastards who torture animals for 
fun and profit are named and shamed. 

Beginning with the infamous Silver 
Springs monkey trials, Valerie gives 
first-hand accounts of numerous lib- 
erations pulled off here in the US in 
the 1980s and into the '90s. This book 
is so well written that when I first read 
it, I felt like I was in Valerie's "cell" 
(affinity group) liberating animals. 1 
shared the shock and horror they felt 
when they saw animals in their ex- 
perimental (torture) cages. 1 got angry 
when vivisectoTS won in court. I cried 
when some animals had to be left 
behind. I rejoiced when liberations 
were successful and vivisectors were 
exposed in the media. 

What I like best about this book is the 
information it provides for anyone who 


needs to work undercover and orga- 
nize behind the scenes. Written as a 
journalistic account of her life, Valerie 
also goes into detail about forming a 
"cell" of trusted friends, fixing up a van 
to haul cages, transporting animals, 
breaking into buildings, personal and 
vehicular security, running an activist 
training camp, handling the police, 
radios and communication. 

In some ways more practical than 
Ecodefense: A Field Guide to Monkey- 
wrenching (because these techniques 
were tried on real targets), this book is 
required reading for any activist. A 
word of caution, however: This book 
will change your life. 

To order Free the Animals send $ 13.95 
to PETA at POB 42516, Washington, 
DC 20015. 


Litha 1996 Earth First! Page 33 











UMMER (GATHERINGS & 


Southwest Regional Rendezvous 

August 2-5 


One of the most intact and biologically diverse groves of ponderosa pine and 
mixed conifer old growth in the Southwest is on the chopping block! 

The La Manga timber sale is in the Carson National Forest in the Southern 
Rockies bioregion of New Mexico. The sale area is within Mexican spotted owl 
critical habitat and is home to northern goshawks and other old growth 
dependent critters. The Mexican spotted owl is listed as threatened and a 
goshawk nest site was found in the sale area subsequent to the final Environ- 
mental Impact Statement. Amidst the brouhaha stemming from an injunction 
put in place last August, "the Butcher of Millennium Grove" (Easter Sunday, 
Oregon, 1986), Leonard Lucero, now Supervisor of the Carson, stands poised to 
take a big chunk out of the last three percent of the old growth. The injunction 
will be lifted by the time summer rolls around and this area is a high priority 
for the Forest Service, local loggers and anti-enviro lynch mobs. 

This summer take a trip to the beautiful, sunny Land of Enchantment, visit 
sacred sites, learn about indigenous plants and animals of the Southwest, and 
get arrested all in one vacation! A kitchen support network will be a part of our 
encampment, but as always, come self-sufficient. Plenty of beef available on the 
range for rabid carnivores. Hot green chiles, a must. We are also seeking 
workshop leaders on any subject. So y'all git yer ass down here and git ready for 
sum fun! Come one, come all. Bring your sunscreen, a hat, plenty of water and 
let the wild rumpus begin! 

For more information or to donate supplies contact Forest Conservation 
Council/New Mexico Direct Action at POB 22488, Santa Fe, NM 87502; (505) 
986-8435; e-mail: fccsw@igc.apc.org 


PROTECT THE 
EARTH 
CATHERINE 

MOLE LAKE, Wl 

JULY 27-29 

As the anti-mining struggle has 
grown, so has its momentum and tide. 
If you want to learn more about our 
mining struggle, here's an opportu- 
nity. Come to the Protect the Earth 
Gathering in Wisconsin at Mole Lake. 
Get away from the city and join us! 
Featuring music from Bobby Bullet 
and others at beautiful Mole Lake! Car 
caravans will be leaving from all over 
the Midwest on Friday, July 27. For 
more information contact (608) 251- 
7020 or (608) 255-8765. 


Come to 
Alasha 
Summer! 

Alaska, the "Last Frontier" is 
threatened by clearcutting, oil 
development, you name it. 

Wanna be AK-tive? Hook up 
with Alaska activists! Many fun 
actions are being planned — some 
in conjunction with summer 
music fesitivals. 

Anyone coming up this 
summer can contact Common 
Roots at (907) 566-2468 for help 
getting around, finding a place 
to crash, etc. 


COME HIKE IN A BEAUTIFUL 
EASTSIDE FOREST & HELP SAVE IT! 


The Blue Mountains Biodiversity press why this area is significant as 
Project is sending you an urgent invita- habitat and can explain why it is im- 
tion to join them for a weekend portant to you to save it. 
campout and educational hike in the We will meet Friday afternoon, July 
Aldrich roadless area. Located in east- 12, through Saturday morning, July 
ern Oregon's Malheur National Forest, 13, with the campout and hike end- 
this amazing forest — which has never ing Sunday afternoon. It's important 
before been logged — is now scheduled that you are self-sufficient: Bring food, 
to be cut under the Salvage Rider. water, warm clothes, rain gear, hik- 

Here you could wander for days with- ing boots, sleeping bags, tent and a 
out seeing a stump among the diverse caring spirit. 

plant life, old-growth pine and fir in" Directions: From Highway 26 in east- 
pine marten, redband trout and wol- ern Oregon, between Dayville (to the 
verine habitat. The goal of the hike is west) and Mt. Vernon (to the east), 
to educate visitors to put pressure on head south on Field Creek Road/FS 
Congress and the Forest Service to road 21. In approximately 10 miles, 
cancel this "salvage" hoax sale. Media turn right on FS road 2150. Follow 
will be invited, and hikers will be this several miles to the junction of FS 
briefed about the ecosystem, the road 540 and 39 (just below Aldrich 
threats it faces, and its overall signifi- Mt. lookout). This is where we will 
cance in the area. We hope that after leave the cars (with a friend) and begin 
spending time there you can tell the the hike. 


UNDER THE VOLCANO 

Direct Action Training Camp & Radical Music Gathering 

July 12-15 

UNDER THE VOLCANO and becoming a summer hot spot. Commu- 
VALLEYWATCH invite you to British nity activism is strong; however, few 
Columbia's Slocan Valley July 12-15 people are ready to engage in direct 
for some hair-raising music and activ- action. Activists from around North 
ism. Twenty-five bands, artists, work- America are invited to help kick-start 
shops and speakers will combine with the campaign with a weekend of music 
a weekend-long training camp in non- and activism, with the option of staying 
violent direct action skills. on throughout the summer. Starring 

People in the valley have stalled log- activists and artists (hiphop, hardcore, 
ging in their community watersheds folk, blues, First Nations) including Faith 
for almost 15 years, but mid-July may Nolan, Casey Neill, Herb Hammond 
mark the end of resistance by bureau- (Silva Forestry Foundation), Alice 
cratic fandangling. Traditionally Sinixt DiMicele, Robert Hoyt, Sha'Key, 
Nation territory, the area has a mixed Sparkmarker, Puncture, Kinnie Starr, 
economy (logging and service/tourist Kelly White, Zolty Cracker, Knock Down 
industry) and benefits from having a Ginger, and more, 
scientific ecosystem-based Forestry Plan The Slocan Valley is situated four hours 

which envisions community control north ofSpokane, Washington and eight 
over forestry resources. But BC's Minis- hours east of Vancouver, BC. Registra- 
try of Forests and Slocan Forest Prod- tion is $25 and includes training, camp- 
ucts will have nothing to do with sus- ing, meals and 25 hours of music. A day 
tainable logging. of action is slated for July 15. For more 

VALLEYWATCH stands for zero toler- information contact (604) 355-2327; e- 
ance to logging in community water- mail: grizzly@worldtel.com; website: 
sheds and anticipates this fight rapidly www.eyebyte.bc.ca/utv 

Building Critical Mass— Green Gathering '96 
August 15-19 • UCLA Campus 

Green Gathering '96 is sponsored by the Green Party of California and hosted 
by the UCLA Campus Greens. It will consist of an educational/skills-building 
conference, the Congress of the Greens/Green Party USA and, most likely, the 
nomination of Ralph Nader as Green Party presidential candidate. 

"Building Critical Mass" was chosen as a theme to reflect the fact that the 
United States is undergoing a rare period of political realignment, that there is 
a great receptivity among Americans for new politics, and that Greens and 
kindred movements have an opportunity to influence this change as it occurs. 

The educational/skill-sharing aspect of Green Gathering '96 will take place 
from Thursday evening, August 15 through Sunday morning, August 18. The 
Congress of the Greens/Green Party USA will be held Sunday and Monday, 
August 18-19, spilling over to Tuesday if needed. 

For more information on the Congress, contact the Clearinghouse of the 
Greens/Green Party USA at POB 100, Blodgett Mills, NY 13738; (607) 758-4211, 
e-mail: gpusa@igc.apc.org. If you have questions about Green Gathering '96, 
call (310) 473-3896 or 392-8450 or contact Green Gathering '96 at POB 5631, 
Santa Monica, CA 90409; fax (310) 314-7336; e-mail: mfeinstein@igc.apc.org 

EARTH RESTORATION FAIRE 96 
AUGUST 1 -4 

Calling all peaceable rads! The many phone in between and time for work- 
EF! clans and Rainbow tribes, shops and such. 

PEACEwagers of all stripes, spots and NO ALCOHOL PLEASE 
colors join us for this rock 'n roll soap- A donation of $ 10/person is re- 
box dedicated to Earth restoration! quested to aid Rainbow Valley Legal 
The Rainbow Valley stage is open to Defense — please help protect the right 
you as a soapbox; to hear from the to gather for free expression! 
heart, mind and body and the will of Directions: Rainbow Valley is near 
the Earth. All beings kindred to a liv- Little Rock, WA, just south of Olym- 
ing Earth are invited to this peaceful pia. From 1-5, take exit 95, go west to 
gathering. Speakers, musicians, come- Littlerock, then turn left at Littlerock 
dians, poets, rappers, dancers, clowns, Road (by a mini-mart), and go 2 miles, 
drummers, etc.. . all talents will be hon- Rainbow Valley is on the right, watch 
ored. A video will be produced. Bring for buses. 

stuff for the Barter Circle. All interested speakers, performers, 

Folks committed to other actions are etc., please contact us for scheduling 
encouraged to send messengers with and confirmation, 
recruitment finesse or at least mes- Contact Wounded Earth Environ- 
sages. Bring us up to date! Written mental Project (WEEP) at POB 8574, 
contributions, etc. will be read aloud Missoula, MT 59807; message phone 
by folks and lowbaggers present. This (406) 549-6092. For more informa- 
is an outreach opportunity plus fun if tion on Hemp Education Day or Rain- 
you like rock 'n roll weekend campouts bow Valley, call Gideon at 'Rainbow 
and lots of folks. We expect 12 or more Valley (360) 459-9107 or e-mail: 
bands to play, with an open micro- rainbowvalley@olywa.net 
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OTHER rOOl, ST1JFF.... 


Born in Fire 

The Native Forest Council and Cascadia Fire Ecology Educa- 
tion Project recently completed an all new version of "Born in 
Fire — Warner Creek and the Politics of Salvage Logging." The 
video has been updated to include information about the 
Salvage Rider and the current situation at Warner Creek; the 
longest blockade of a Forest Service road in US history. The video 
uses the Warner Creek Fire Recovery Project as a case study to 
address the natural role of fire in the forest ecosystem, the 
problems with fire suppression, arson for profit and subsequent 
management activities. It exposes what is now happening to our 
public forests on a national level. 

On the same tape there are three other short pieces making it 
a complete education package on the salvage scam that is visual, 
passionate and powerful. The tape includes "How Can I Be- 
lieve," a inspirational music video by Peter Wilde produced by 
Cascadia Uncut; the very informative and funny "Western 
Forest Health" by Cold Mountain/Cold Rivers which features 
Dr. Arthur Partridge debunking the "salvage logging for forest 
health" myth; and "Last Chance for the Umpqua" (also by 
Cascadia Uncut) which shows the devastating affects of the 
Salvage Rider on the last of our healthy old-growth forests. The 
main feature, "Born in Fire," is approximately a half hour long. 
Total running time for all four films is under one hour. This 
video is a tremendously useful outreach tool for anyone con- 
cerned about forests. 

We encourage individuals and groups to obtain a copy of this 
video and organize a showing (or a few) in their community. The 
reactions of audiences have been outstanding thus far. For a 
copy of the video please contact the Native Forest Council or 
Cascadia Fire Ecology Education Project. 

We encourage a $10 donation to cover the cost of tape and 
shipping (please earmark checks for Born in Fire Video). If those 
who can donate larger amounts do so, copies can be provided to 
those who cannot afford to pay for the tape. We can also provide 
supporting literature if we have two weeks notice. 

For a copy of the tape, write to the Native Forest Council at 
POB 2190, Eugene, OR 97402; (541) 688-2600; or the Cascadia 
Fire Ecology Education Project at POB 3563, Eugene, OR 97403; 
(541) 726-4738. 


HardCore (Gear) 

(made by and for aclivisls lo fil our rugged needs) 

For ike price of a commercial paclc you can gej a custom pack 
made to your specifications. HardCore paclcs and Livy sacs are 
made ky NW activists and feature a technically superior design 
made with recycled materials. We use NO DUPONT 
PRODUCTS. Compare ibis to olker manufacturers which use 
prison labor, sweatshops, slave labor and Dupont fibers. o ur 
material is much more durable than typical packs. Critical 
seams are sewn 4 times to insure strength and durability. 
(Commercial packs rarely have more than 1 row.) 

Pick your colors; vrklle as snow, black as night, green as a forest and 
brown as a tree seem to be very popular. Designs can accom oJatc 
any special needs e.g. large or bulky equipment, h m mm... 

Cubic inch capacity & price: 

3000" is $200, 4500" is $300, 6000" is $350, Bivy Sac is $110 
Contact Joe Dik ee at (206) 329-5313 f rom 9-11 am or 8-10 pm 

10% OF PROFITS GO TOWARD DIRECT ACTION 


Globalization and the Ecological Crisis 
Beyond the Nationstate 

Goddard College, Plainfield, VT • July 12-14 


We are entering a new era in which the global expansion of capitalism and its attendant "Free 
Market" ideology are creating a new set of challenges for those concerned with creating a just 
and ecological society. What is the nature of the global corporate agenda, and how is it being 
implemented? What is the role of international trade agreements like GATT and NAFTA in 
globalizing ecological problems? How are the development strategies of the World Bank and the 
IMF contributing to the ecological crisis? What are the implications of globalization for the 
nation-state? Are there alternatives to globalization? How has mainstream environmentalism 
responded? How can activists have an impact on the growing problems created by globalization? 

These and other crucial questions will be addressed at this colloquium by a distinguished 
group of international scholars and activists. 

We must move the discussion of globalization beyond the traditional liberal approach which 
looks to the nation-state to ameliorate problems through increased regulation, and find a real 
alternative based in grassroots action and the confederate principle suggested by social ecology. 

If you would like to participate in this colloquium, please contact the Institute for Social 
Ecology at POB 89, Plainfield, VT 05667; (802) 454-8493; e-mail: ise@igc.apc.org 


WASHINGTON 
WILDLIFE 
NEEDS YOUR 
HELP! 

The Washington Wildlife 
Alliance (WWA) is looking for 
help in their campaign to end 
bear baiting and hound hunt- 
ing of bear, cougar, bobcat and 
lynx. If you live in Washing- 
ton state contact the WWA for 
information on signature gath- 
ering and getting the word out 
about ballot Initiative 655, 
which would end bear baiting 
and severely restrict hound 
hunting. If you are a student 
and looking for a summer in- 
ternship, the WWA is looking 
for help in the campaign of- 
fice. If you live out of state, 
donations can be sent to help 
the campaign. 

Contact the WWA at 2319 
N. 45th St. #203, Seattle, WA 
98103; (206) 633-3435; e-mail: 
washwild@aol.com. 


E nvironmental 
Patriots of America 


The intent of the Environmental Patriots of America (EPA) 
is to support action in defense of America's environment — 
in particular, clean air and clean water. 

The EPA's first effort will be to gain widespread national 
recognition of the EPA flag which is the American flag 
adorned with emerald green fringe. The green fringe is 
representative of a healthy environment, of grassroots activ- 
ism, and of the broad spectrum of groups which have risen 
at every conflict to protect America's environment. 

The EPA believes that spreading the image of this flag 
could help rally American environmental spirit and stimu- 
late vigorous discussion of American values during this 
election year. If this symbolism is successfully received in 
America, it could also be accepted worldwide as a statement 
on behalf of the global environment. 

The EPA is a non-partisan, non-profit entity. Its primary 
fund-raising mechanism is the sale of the green fringed flag 
on decals, t-shirts, coffee mugs, etc. We also sell a fringed flag 
and flag fringe. Write to the EPA for a catalog at POB 17303, 
Boulder, CO 80308-0303 or call (303) 444-9333. 


LWOD #6 is here! And if it is good enough for the 
Unabomber, Barry Clausen, USA Today, the FBI, 
and ABC News, then it is good enough for you! 
Send $3 to POB 15032, Berkeley, CA 94701. 


LIVE WITH FRIENDS 
AS NEIGHBORS 

IN A RURAL CO-HOUSING COMMUNITY 

• TOO acres near Moab with creek 8c springs 

• Private and common land ownership 

• Environmental 8c Social sustainability 

• Consensus Decisions 

- seeking members - Box 1171 Moab Utah 84532 


forests 
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Start A 

FOOD 
NOT 
BOMBS 

Group in your community 

You can begin feeding the hungry and 
working for peace by starting a Food Not 
Bombs group in your community. Food 
Not Bombs is a nonviolent all-volunteer 
network that provides free, hot vegetarian 
meals and political support to low income 
people in over 75 communities in North 
America and Europe. Food Not Bombs is 
empowering, rewarding and FUN! Send 
$10 for our helpful 128 - page book that 
includes the steps for starting and main- 
taininga food recovery program,30 vegan 
recipes for feeding 100 people and logos, 
flyers and letters you can reprint. An 
inspiring 110 minute video is also avail- 
able for $1 5. 

FOOD NOT BOMBS 

3145 Geary Blvd. #12 
San Francisco, CA 941 18 
or call 

1-800-884-1136 

for free information 
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Summertime 


You can put these on someone else's car too (hint, hint). 

$1 each, except as marked 


•AMERICAN WILDERNESS: 

LOVE IT OR LEAVE IT ALONE 
•ANOTHER MORMON ON DRUGS 
•COPULATE DON'T POPULATE 
•DARWIN (words inside fish w/ legs) 
•DEVELOPERS GO BUILD IN HELL 
•DON’T LIKE ENVIRONMENTALISTS? 

PUT THEM OUT OF WORK 
DREAM BACK THE BISON. 

SING BACK THE SWAN 
EARTH FIRST! 

ESCHEW SURPLUSAGE 
FIGHT THE POWER! 

GET LIVESTOCK OFF OUR PUBLIC LANDS 

(on cheap paper <§ .50 ea.) 

HAYDUKE LIVES! 

HUNT COWS. NOT BEARS 
HUNTERS DID A COW GET YOUR ELK? 

I'D RATHER BE MONKEYWRENCHING 
I'LL TAKE MY BEEF POACHED, THANKS 
LOVE YOUR MOTHER, 

DON'T BECOME A FATHER 
LOVE YOUR MOTHER. DON'T BECOME ONE 
NATIVE (iv/ blue and green earth graphic) 

NATURE BATS LAST 

NOT POLITICALLY CORRECT 

'PAY YOUR RENT, WORK FOR THE EARTH 

'QUESTION TECHNOLOGY 

DON'T SHOOT WOLVES 


REAL MEN 
REAL MEN-GET VASECTOMIES 
RESIST MUCH. OBEY LITTLE 
SAVE THE DAMMED SALMON 
SAVE THE WILD 
STOP CLEARCUTTING 

(on regular vinyl) 

STOP CLEARCUTTING 

(on cheap paper @ .50 ea.) 

STOP PUBLIC LANDS RANCHING 

(on cheap paper # .50 ea.) 

STOP THE FOREST SERVICE. 

SAVE OUR WILD COUNTRY 
SUBVERT THE DOMINANT PARADIGM 
THANK YOU FOR NOT BREEDING 
THINK GLOBALLY. ACT LOCALLY 
'VISUALIZE INDUSTRIAL COLLAPSE 


Proceeds from the sale of these goodies go to supporting the Earth First ! Journal. 

By purchasing music and books you also support the musicians and authors active in the fight to save the wild. 

Earth First! Fist 

Green on Unbleached — $10 
Black on Kelly Green or Red — $12 
Multi-color on Forest Green — $13.50 
Multi-color on Black — $13.50 


(All t-shirts are 100% cotton and 
available in medium, large and 
extra large; for XX large add $3) 

Free the 


Visualize Direct Action 

Black and White on Unbleached — $10 

V B 5 U A L ] Z (£ 

' r 


A Higher Law: 

Unbroken Wilderness Forever 

Multi-color on Unbleached — $12 


Earth First 
Tools 

Black on Un- 
bleached — $10 


no m 

Fucking 

Compromise 

White on Black — $12 


Timber Wars and Other Writings 

By Judi Bari 

Judi's collection of essays describes life in defense 
of the forest and opposing logging of old-growth 
redwoods in northern California. 344 pages — $12 

Waste of the West: 

Public Lands Ranching 

By Lynn Jacobs 

This monster of a book tells you everything you ever 
wanted to know about cows in the West. Contact list, 
statistics, 500-item bibliography, index, over 1,000 
illustrations (photos, cartoons, graphics, charts, 
maps ) Large coffee table edition, 602 pages — $28 

Wilderness on 
the Rocks 

By Howie Wolke 
Wolke argues with logic 
and passion that our 
undeveloped public lands 
are wilderness on the 
rocks — scenic areas that 
lack ecological integrity 
and do not provide the 
necessary habitat for 
species survival. Tables, 
black and white photos, 
bibliography. Ned Ludd 
Books, 240 pages — $15 


Earth First! Songbook 

Lyrics the whole family will love! 

77 songs/33 artists/guitar chords/info — $10 

ECODEFENSE: A Field Guide to 
Monkeywrenching 

By Dave Foreman and Bill Haywood 
Extensively revised, expanded third edition. 

Get ’em while we got ’em! Ned Ludd Books, 

350 pages — $18 

The Monkey Wrench Gang 

By Edward Abbey 

Join Bonnie, Doc, Seldom and Hayduke on an epic 
monkeywrenching adventure. A must-read for any up 
and coming Earth First! er. 

Fiction, 387 pages-$6 A s<md Q)umy 

A Sand County A L M t HI 

Almanac » r «n«t ««•*««> 


WILDERNESS 
ON THE ROCKS 


fey t kiwte Woiko 


You Want Some of This? 


Earth First! Fist Caps (cotton, adjustable) $10 
Tan • Brown Forest Camo • Green Forest Camo • Desert Camo 

Earth First! Fist Patch $2.50 

Rubber stamps (1 1 / 2 ” X 2” wood block) Earth First! Fist • Earth First! Tools $5 

Silent Agitators (l 1 / 8 ” round) 30/$ 1.50 
Earth First! Fist • Earth First! Tools • No Deal, Assholes 

Window Stickers (3” round) Earth First! Fist 4/$l • No Cows 6/$l 

FREE TABLOIDS!!! 

NEW! Earth First! Primer • EF! Trinkets and Snake Oil • Kids for Konservation 
War On The Bear • Voluntary Human Extinction • Bitchin ’ Times 
Western Shoshone Defense Project • Predators • Cascadia Rising! 
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the Fashion Conscious 



Austin Lounge Lizards 

Witty, intelligent, country-western parody. Lizard 
songs poke fun at everything worth poking fun at. 

NEW! “Small Minds” 

“Paint Me on Velvet” 

“Lizard Vision” -LIVE* 

“Creatures From the Black Saloon” 
“Highway Cafe of the Damned” 

Tapes — $10 • CD — $15 

Darryl Cherney 

Earth First! organizer, songwriter and performer, 

Darryl is an Earth First! living legend (gag!). 

“Timber” Tape — $12 

“They Sure Don’t Make Hippies 

Like They Used To” Tape — $12 

“I Had to be Bom This Century” Tape — $12 

Alice DiMicele 

One of Oregon’s most talented musicians. Alice 
celebrates love and life with her powerful voice. 
“Naked” Tape— $12 • CD— $15 
“Too Controversial” Tape — $12 • CD — $15 
“Searching” Tape — $12* CD — $15 
“Make a Change” Tape — $12 
“It’s a Miracle” Tape — $12 

EXIT-13 

A green, psychedelic GRIND band from 
Pennsylvania that advocates monkeywrenching,, 
vegetarianism and hemp legalization. 

“Don’t Spare the Green Love” 

“Ethos Music” CDs — only $10 

Robert Hoyt 

With his southern folk sound, biting lyrics and 
virtuoso guitar mastery, Robert is a favorite at 
rendezvous campfires. 

“Dumpster Diving Across America” 

Tape — $12 • CD — $15 

“As American As You” Tape — $12 • CD — $15 


Greg Keeler 

Marvelous country-folk satire. Greg Keeler’s wit 
must be heard to be fully appreciated. 

“Songs of Fishing, Sheep 
and Guns in Montana” Tape — $10 
“Talking Sweet Bye & Bye” Tape — $10 
“Bad Science Fiction” Tape — $10 
“Post-Modern Blues” Tape — $10 
“Enquiring Minds” Tape — $10 

Dana Lyons 

Dana’s soulful voice and strong guitar convey a 
powerful and often humorous message. 

“Turn of the Wrench” Tape— $12 • CD— $15 
“Animal” Tape — $12 
“At Night They Howl at the Moon” 
Environmental songs for kids, with John Seed 
Tape— $12 • CD— $15 

Bill Oliver 

Texan Bill Oliver sings rollicking Earth First! 
classics that have become favorite sing-alongs. 
“Texas Oasis” Tape — $10 

Lone Wolf Circles 

A magical journey into the wilderness with 
poetry and music. 

“Oikos” Tape— $12* CD— $15 

Peg Millett 

A longtime Earth First! activist and convicted 
felonious monkeywrencher. Peg has one of the 
most beautiful voices you’ll ever hear. 

“Clear Horizon” Tape — $12 # CD — $17 
The CD contains all songs from the tape plus 
eleven songs from Gentle Warrior. 

“Gentle Warrior” Tape — $12 



Ned Mudd 

and his Rustic Band 

Ned's music is neither politically or technologi- 
cally correct. Many of the songs were recorded 
quasi-live in a burned-out warehouse. 

“Fine Time In America” Tape — $ 9 

Casey Neill 

With inspiring. Earth-based lyrics and jamming 
guitar, Casey’s a favorite Northwest musician 
and an uncompromising Earth First! activist, 
“riffraff” Tape— $12 • CD— $15 
“Pawprints” is currently unavailable 

Joanne Rand 

Joanne’s strong and versatile voice climbs and 
dances through her inspirational songs and music. 
“Home” Tape — $12 

“Choosing Sides” Tape — $ 1 2 • CD — $ 1 5 
“The Monkey-Puzzle” Tape — $12 • CD — $15 

Walkin' Jim Stoltz 

Walkin’ Jim’s deep, powerful voice and wilderness- 

inspired lyrics will launch a howl in your heart. 

“The Vision” Tape— $10 

“A Kid for the Wild” Tape— $10 

“Listen to the Earth” Tape — $10 

“Forever Wild” Tape — $10 

“Spirit Is Still On The Run” Tape — $10 



Tree 

Throb and thrash to the rage and passion of 
TREE. Their hardcore version of reality is sure 
to warp yours — for the better. This tape is 
available only in the Earth First! Journal. 

“Earth First!, Profits Last!” Tape — $7 


r 


n 


Quantity 



Earth First! Merchandise Order Form 

Clip and send to: Earth First! Merchandise POB 1415, Eugene, OR 97440 USA 
Description Color Size Price 





































NAME 

STREET TOTAL 



CITY STATE ZIP COUNTRY 

Allow 4-5 weeks for delivery. Call us at (541) 741-9191 if you haven’t received your order. Please use this form for ordering. Thanks! 

^m mm ^m m m m m mb mmm mm mm mm ^m mm ^m mm mm mm ^m mm mm mm mm mm mm mm mm mm mm mm mm mm mm mm mm wmm mm mm mm mm ■ mm warn mm ^m'^m mm mm mm m 
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youth 

movement 


Provides up-to-date news Sc in-depth discussion from 
the environmental Sc social justice movements. 
Regular features include: 

• Analysis on environmental issues, strategies, & tactics; 
• ( Irganizing advice, resources, and contacts; 

• The latest on student activism. 

Subscriptions are $20/year. For information, contact: 
SHAC • P.O. Box 1 1 6<S • Chapel Hill, NC 27514- 1 168 
919-967-4600 • 800 -700 -SHAC • seac@igc.apc.org 


■ mm mlm "HEART JUMP BOUQUET," 
ll W VI N "BUT THIS ISN'T EL SALVADOR," 

"CHILD'S VOICE" 

TRUDELL 

"FABLES & OTHER REALITIES," 

'TRIBAL VOICE," "AKA GRAFFITI MAN" 

"John Trudell's music is unique and unforgettable, he has the distinction of 
being one of the most prominent political musicians of our time. " 
Trudell, performs in his traditional "spoken word" style accompanied by an 
indigenous traditional preindustrial-strength rock band I 
Rant and Roll with an Attitude! 

Tapes: $12 each, $1.00 S&H Visit John Trudell's Home Page on the 

(additional tapes add 75c per tape to S&H) Native American internet website 

Send cheque or money order to: PLANET PEACE 

LaBar & Assoc., C/O Planet Peace e-mail: amt@teleport.com 

Box 19674, Portland, OR 97280 http://www.teleport.com/~amt/planetpeace/ 



SINAPU, Colorado's Wolf Recovery and 
Habitat Restoration Group Seeks Summer Interns 


Must have strong people and organizational skills, some administrative 

AND COMPUTER KNOWLEDGE, AND A DESIRE TO DO OUTREACH THROUGHOUT 

Colorado. Mail or fax resume to Sinapu, Pam Uihlein, POB 3243, 
Boulder, CO 80307; phone (303) 447-8655, fax (303) 447-8612. 


Wild Rockies Review: “The Gem of the Mountains" (Isadora Duncan) 
The Wild Rockies Review is a freely distributed, nonprofit 
quarterly rag from your friends at Wild Rockies EF! We accept 
submissions that further biocentrism, direct action, industrial 
collapse and general weirdness. We also need money to keep 
producing this thought-provoking, irreverent gem! Stop buy- 
ing toilet paper and pass the savings onto us! $10 per year 
Wild Rockies Review, POB 9286, Missoula, MT 59807 




H-U*M*A*N-U*R*E 

HANDBOOK 

A GUIDE TO COMPOSTING HUMAN MANURE 

1995 by J. C Jenkins 

198 pages, paperbound, indexed, illustrated. 

i How to recycle human feces and 
/T.T-A. D urine, or humanure, without the 
( ~ vf ' I nee d for money, chemicals, tech 
l ^3 J nology, odors, or environmental 
V /—.S' pollution. 


'A moving book. “The ultimate in bathroom 
reading.” “A lot of t." “After reading thu 
book you'll never flush a toilet with indiffer- 
ence again." “Anyone who cares about the 
earth and wants to stop being part of our 
modem throw-away society should read this 
book” “A dangerous piece of writing." 

I “One of the most amazing and informa 
V live (and useful) books we have seen.” 

i X “A good read for anyone ready to 
^ / entertain the possibility of more 

fully integrating him or herself into 
■f the ecosystem.” “Witty and engaging.” 
I\ “Passionate, cogently reasoned, humor- 

II ous, frequently irreverent.” “One of the 

r most serious and humorous, well 

1 researched yet humble, and motivating 
( works I have read.” “A sh— ty book.” 

S18.00 PPD; ORDER FROM: JENKINS 
^PUBLISHING, DEPT. EF, PO BOX 607, 
GROVE CITY, PA 16127 USA 


WANTED: EDITOR 

The EF! Journal staff is looking for a new person to share the responsibilities of production 
and management of the paper. If you have strong journalistic skills, are easy to live with, and 
are willing to do all sorts of weird things in a never-ending job that doesn't pay very Well, 
Write us here at the EF! Journal, POB 1415, Eugene, OR 97440. 


Subscribe to the EF! Journal! 



Better Homes and Gardens 

presents : 

SUSTAINABLE INDUSTRIAL COLLAPSE! 

Activists seek donations of land and/or money to 
buy land. Our vision is to enable eco-activists to 
practice sustainable living- skills, produce organic 
food for campaigns, avoid burnout and get their 
hands in the dirt. We are also putting together a 
brief directory of sustainable farms looking for EF! 
minded interns. For more information or to offer 
help or donations, write to (or make checks out to): 
Cold Mountains/ Cold Rivers “Better Homes and 
Gardens Project.” c/o M. Mease, PO Box 7941 Missoula 
MT 59807. 


Five ORGANIC hillside acres near 
Grants Pass, Oregon for sale. 
Fully developed including solar 
heated chicken coop and leveled 
building or mobile home site. 

Lots of privacy and wildlife. 

Owner might carry half of $57,000. 
Please call Peggy at (541) 582-2711. 



SUBSCRIBE to THE Radical Environmental Journal 


How did the Unabomber hear of Earth First!? 


O $500 Lifetime Subscription 

O $25 Regular Rate (Third Class Bulk) 

(D $15-20 Low Income/Non-Profit/Library 
O $35 (US) Surface Mail, International 
O $ DONATION 

Subscriber Name 


EARTH FIRST! JOURNAL 

Subscriptions, POB 1415 
Eugene, OR 97440 USA 

r. nice h j » « • v (541)741-9191 


O $35 First Class (US, Canada and Mexico) 

(D $35 Brown Bag (First Class in a plain wrapper) 

CD $45 (US) Air Mail, International (no foreign checks, plea; 
CD $45 Corporate or Law Enforcement Rate 


Address 


State 


Country 


The Earth First! Journal subscription list is entirely confidential. If you use an alias, make sure that the post office knows that you, or someone, is getting 
mail at your address under that name or it may not be delivered. Additionally, notify us when you change your address if you don’t want to miss an issue. 
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Earth First! Directory 



The Boycott Quarterly 

POB 30727, Seattle, WA 98103 
Cascadia Fire Ecology 
Education Project 
POB 3563, Eugene, OR 97403 
Coast Watch 
POB 1811, Rockland, ME 04841 
Cold Mountain, 

Cold Rivers Video Project 
POB 7941, Missoula, MT 59807 
(406) 728-0867 
Direct Action Fund 
POB 210, Canyon, CA 94516 
(510) 376-7329, fax 631-7958 
Earth Liberation Prisoners 
POB 23, 5 High St., Glastonbury, 
Somerset, England BA6 9PU 
(01458) 83154S 


End Corporate Dominance 
c/o BMBP, HCR 82, Fossil, OR 97830 
(408) 425-4422 
Ranching Task Force 

POB 5784, Tucson, AZ 85703 
(520) 791-2913 

Sea Defense Alliance (SeDnA) 
POB 67121, Scotts Valley, CA 95067 
Video Warriors/ 

Wise Use Watch 
POB 2182 , Berkeley, CA 94702 
Warrior Poets Society 
ASUC Box 361 
Berkeley, CA 94720-4510 
0 Xtract From Public Lands 
EFIJ, POB 1415, Eugene, OR 97440 
fax (541) 741-9191 
earthfirsK?>igc.apc.org 


International EF! Directory 


ALASKA 

Michael A. Lewis 

POB 80073, Fairbanks, AK 99708 

Mike or Billie 

POB 6197, Sitka, AK 99835 

ARIZONA 

Phoenix EF! 

POB 8795, Phoenix, AZ 85066 
Arizona Wildlands Museum 
POB 24988, Tempe, AZ 85285 
Tucson EF! AZEF! Newsletter 
POB 3412, Tucson, AZ 85722 
Bradshaw EF! 

220 Grove, Prescott, AZ 86301 

Northcoast EF! 

POB 4796, Areata, CA 95518 
(707) 825-7088 
Redwood Action Team 
Darryl Cherney 

POB 34, Garberville, Ecotopia 95542 
(707) 923-DEMO 
Sonoma County EF! 

POB 7544, Santa Rosa, CA 95407 
(707) 523-1229 
Nevada County EF! 

374 Mill St., Grass Valley, CA 95945 
(916) 274-2956 
Bay Area EF! 

POB 83, Canyon, CA 94516 

Bay Area EF! Hotline (510) 848-8724 

Wiley Coyote 

POB 74283, Davis, CA 95617 
Davis EF!/FOW-Cascadia 
POB 73063, Davis, CA 95617 
(916) 753-1678 
Santa Cruz EF! 

POB 344, Santa Cruz, CA 95061 
(408) 425-3205 
Orange County EF! 

POB 4960-593, Irvine, CA 92716 
(714) 451-3578 
Auto Free Orange County 
POB 736, Laguna Beach, CA 92652 
Los Angeles EF! 

POB 4381, N. Hollywood, CA 91617 
(818) 906-6833 
Alluvial EF! 

POB 77027, #102, Pasadena, CA 91107 
(909) 422-1637 
Mojave EF! 

POB 842, Barstow, CA 92312-0842 
(619)961-8489 
mojaveef@envirolink.org 
Baja Ecotopia EF! 

POB 33663, San Diego, CA 92163 

COLORADO 

Walkabout 

POB 1166, Boulder, CO 80306 
(303) 943-2354 
San Juan EF! 

POB 3204, Durango, CO 81302 

Michael Lewinski 

2040 16th St., Boulder, CO 80302 

(303) 443-7436 

Wilderness Defense! 

POB 460101, Aurora, CO 80046-0101 

aq328@freenet.uchsc.edu 

Art Goodtimes 

POB 1008, Telluride, CO 81435 
Tim Haugen 
The Wild Ranch Review 
POB 81, Gulnare, CO 81042 
Gunnison Basin EF! 

POB 592, Crested Butte, CO 81224 
Roaring Fork EF! 

Ill Polo, Glenwood Springs, CO 81601 

FLORIDA 

Big Bend EF! 

POB 20582, Tallahassee, FL 32316 
(904) 421-1559 
Alachua EF! 

3108 SE 16th Terr, GainesviUe, FL 32641 
(904) 375-1454 

GEORGIA 

Students for Environmental Awareness 
205 Memorial HaU, Athens, GA 30609 
(706) 542-8102 

HAWAII 

Christopher Hope-Cowing 
POB 1031, Makawao, HI 96768 
(808) 572-2546 

IDAHO 

Northern Rockies Preservation 
1501 1/2 N. 13th St., Boise, ID 83702 
(208) 345-8077 
Cove/Mallard Coalition 
POB 8968, Moscow, ID 83843 
(208) 882-9755, fax 883-0727 
cove @moscow.com 
ILLINOIS 
Chicago EF! 

POB 6424, Evanston, IL 60204 
Red Buffalo EF! 

POB 185, Normal, IL 61761 


Shawnee EF! 

913 S. Illinois, Carbondale, IL 62901 
(618) 549-7387 

IOWA 

Tallgrass Prarie EF! 

POB 1503, Iowa City, IA 52244 
jjquig@blue.uiowa.edu 
MAINE 
Maine EF! 

POB 183, Harmony, ME 04942 
Wassumkeag EF! 

POB 869, Searsport, ME 04974 
MARYLAND 
Anacostia-Rock Creek EF! 

POB 5625, Takoma Park, MD 20913 
(301) 270-0857 
MASSACHUSETTS 
Mass EF! 

POB 708, Littleton, MA 01460-2708 
Martha's Vineyard EF! 

RR 1, Box 381A 

Martha’s Vinyard, MA 02568 

Mid-Connecticut River Valley EF! 

POB 35, Montague, MA 01351 

MINNESOTA 

Big Woods EF! 

c/o Arise! Bookstore 

2441 Lyndale South, Mnpls, MN 55405 

Paddlefish 1st! 

c/o Drew Hempel 

1024 Osceola Ave. Apt. B 

St. Paul, MN 55105 

MISSOURI 

Ray O McCall 

Rt. 1, Box 89 

Mountain Grove, MO 65711 
Pink Planarians 

POB 7653, Columbia, MO 65205-7653 

(314) 443-6832 

74747.2052@compuserve.com 

Chinquapin Resistance 

POB 63232, St. Louis, MO 63163 

(314) 776-7496 

MONTANA 

Northern Rockies Biodiversity Project 
POB 4431, Whitefish, MT 59937 
(406) 862-4945 
Wild Rockies EF! 

POB 9286, Missoula, MT 59807 
(406) 728-5733 (message #) 
Yellowstone EF! 

POB 6151, Bozeman, MT 59715 
(406) 585-921 1 
NEBRASKA 

Environmental Resource Center 
370 Bordeaux Rd., Chadron, NE 69337 
(308) 432-3458 

NEW IERSEY 

PAW Pinelands/Kittatiny Project 

POB 506, Bloomfield, NJ 07003 

(201) 748-4322 

NEW MEXICO 

Land of Disenchantment EF! 

POB 72295, Albuquerque, NM 87195 

New Mexico Direct Action 

POB 22488, Santa Fe, NM 87502-2488 

(505) 986-8435 

NEW YORK 

Wetlands Preserve 

James Hansen 

161 Hudson St., NY, NY 10013 
(212) 966-5244, fax 925-8715 
Foghorn 

POB 889, Westhampton Beach, NY 11978 
(516) 288-2688 

NORTH CAROLINA 
Katuah EF! 

POB 1485, Asheville, NC 28802 

OHIO 

Cleveland EF! 

POB 14113, Cleveland, OH 44114 
(216) 383-9985 
Ohio Valley EF! 

POB 1 7, Univ. of Cincinnati 
Cincinnati, OH 45221-1001 
(513) 281-6892 
Oberlin Earth First! 

Wilder Box 76, Oberlin, OH 44074 
Hock-Hocking Watershed EF! 
Whaley Mander 

8 N. Court St. # 307, Athens, OH 45701 
(614) 594-6400 
Piankasha EF! 

7992 Hopper Rd., Cincinatti, OH 45255 

OR EGO N 
Blue Heron EF! 

Reed Coll. SAO, Portland, OR 97202 
(503) 771-1112x7875 
Southern Willamette EF! 

POB 10384, Eugene, OR 97440 
(541) 343-7305, swef@efn.org 
Kangaroo EF! 

POB 332, Williams, OR 97544 
Kalmiopsis EF! 

POB 2093, Cave Junction, OR 97523 
(541) 592-3386 


Cascaida Rising! 

POB 9554, Bend, OR 97708 
Blue Mtns. Biodiversity Project 
HCR 82, Fossil, OR 97830 
PENNSYLVANIA 
Preserve Appalacian Wilderness/ 
Mid-Atlantic Biodiversity Project 
917 Church St., Indiana, PA 15701 
(412) 349-5936 
Allegheny EF! 

POB 81011, Pittsburg, PA 15217 
Antoinette Dwinga 
842 Library Ave., Carnegie, PA 15106 
Scott Thiele 

RD 4, 237-A Elk Ln., Montrose, PA 18801 

TENNESS EE 
Katiiah EF! 

Tennessee Valley Faction 
POB 281, Chattanooga, TN 37401 
(423) 624-3939 

Katuah EF! 

1414 Highland Ave., Knoxville, TN 37916 
(423) 524-6084 

TE XA S 

EF! Austin 

POB 7292, U. Stn., Austin, TX 78713 
(512) 320-0413 
Corpus Christi EF! 

4114 Claudia, Corpus Christi, TX 78418 
(512) 937-6019 
East Texas EF! 

Rt. 1, Box 2120, Point Blank, TX 77364 
Ranger Hairlocks 
2959 Benbrook Blvd. 

Fort Worth, TX 76109 

UTAH 

Autonomy House 

POB 11015, SLC, UT 84147 

Wild Wasatch Front 

847 W 700 S, Brigham City, UT 84302 

VERMONT 

Two Rivers EF! 

POB 85, Sharon, VT 05065 
Biodiversity Liberation Front 
The ALARM 

J.R., POB 804, Burlington, VT 05402 

VIRGINIA 

Virginia EF! 

Rt. 1, Box 250, Staunton, VA 22401 

(703) 885-6983 

Massive Retaliation 

2129 General Booth Blvd. #253 

Virginia Beach, VA 23454-5872 

(804) 468-3180 

Sherman 

POB 13192, Roanoke, VA 24031-3192 
Richmond EF! 

POB 5021, Richmond, VA 23220 
(804) 359-3790 
WASHINGTON 
Jeanette Russell 
Bellingham, WA (360)647-1680 
Olympic EF! 

112 Umatilla, Port Townsend, WA 

98368 

Seattle EF! 

POB 12124, Seattle, WA 98102 
ph/fax (206) 329-3432, can@scn.org 
Olympia EF! ENTMOOT! 

POB 12391, Olympia, WA 98508 

WIST VIR G INIA 

Central Appalachian Biodiversity Project 

Rt. 3, Box 390, Hedgesville, WV 25427 

(304) 754-9161 

WISCONSIN 

Midwest Headwaters Journal 
& Midwest Headwaters Action 
731 State St., Madison, W1 53711 
(608) 255-8765 or 259-9245 
Hank Bruse 

235 Travis, Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495 

(715) 423-5636 

North Forests EF! 

c/o Grassroots Collective 

748 Algoma Blvd., Oshkosh, WI 54901 

(414) 424-0265 

Purple Earth 

POB 645, Portage, WI 53901 
(608) 742-5415 


Phone Action 

with 


Affinity 


Long Distance 

Affinity Long Distance 
guarantees 10% rate reduction. 
Plus, Affinity will give 5% of your 
bill to the Earth First! Journal. 
What a bargain! 

For an application or info, 
write us here at the Journal. 


A USTR AL I A 

Rainforest Information Centre 

POB 368, Lismore, NSW 2480 

(066) 21-85-05 

EF! Australia 

Canopy, POB 1738QGPO, 

Melbourne 3001, Victoria 

(03) 354-7972, fax 416-2081 

CA NADA 

EF! Prince George 

Box 1762, Prince George, BC V2L 4V7 

Boreal Owl 

Box 1053, Kamloops, BC V2C 6H2 
VALLEYWATCH! 

Group 8, Box 8, RR1 

Winlaw, BC V0G 2V0 

EF! Manitoba 

15-222 Osborne St. South 

Winnipeg, Manitoba R3L 1Z3 

(204) 453-9052 

EF! Toronto 

PO Box 70, 1576 Queen St. West 

Toronto, Ontario M6R 1A6 

(416) 698-6343 

EF! Ottawa 

Box 4612 Station E 

Ottawa, Ontario K1S 5H8 

Autonomous Green Action 

POB 4721, Station E 

Ottawa, Ontario K1S 5H9 

EF! Montreal 

Diffusion Noire 

c/o Librairie Alternative 

2035 St. Laurent, 2 e etage 

Montreal, PQ H2X 2T3 

DEN M ARK 

Kaot 

c/o Enhedslisten 
Studiestrade 24. St. 

OK- Kobenhaun K 

EIRE 

An Talamh Glas 
c/o Anne 

Abbey St., Ballinrobe 
County Mayo 

ENG LAND 

[Over 50 local EF! groups exist in 
England; for a list, contact the 
EF! Action Update, POB 9656, 
London N4 4JY; (0171) 561-9146; 
actionupdate@gn.apc.org.uk] 
Oxford EF! 

Box E, 111 Magdalen Rd., 

Oxford, OX4 IRQ 
(01865) 721898 
South Downs EF! 
c/o Prior House 

6 Tilbury Place, Brighton BN2 2GY 
savage@easynet.co.uk 


Whether you're a faithful 
subscriber or a contact group. 
Please (please!) send us your 
change of address post haste! 


Fund for Wild Nature 

A non-profit, tax-exempt foundation 
which funds research, education and 
literature projects. Funding proposals 
and donations can be sent to: 

Fund for Wild Nature 
POB 1657, Corvallis, OR 97339 
(541) 757-1780 


TRANCE 
Resistance vertc 
Editions ARS, BP 890 
44022 Nantes Cedex 01 
EF! France 

BP 631, 53006 Laval Cedex 

GERMANY 

EF! Germany 

c/o Avalon, Friedrich-Ebert-Str. 24 
45127 Essen 

I NPI A 

Anand Skaria 

PB #14, Cochin 682001, Kerala 

(009) 484-25435 

Bander Bagicha 

Near Maurya LokPATNA-800 001 

Bihar, Post Box 229 

PHILIPPINES 

Ariel Betan, Green Forum 

3rd Floor, Liberty Building 

Pasay Rd., Makati, Metro Manila 

(2) 816-0986, 851-110, 818-3207 

Volunteers for Earth Defense 

189 San Antonio Ext. SFDM 

11 OS Quezon City 

POLAND 

Workshop For All Beings 
ul. Modrzewskiego 29/3 
43-300 Bielsko, Biala 
fax 0048-30-29496 

RUSS IA 

Rainbow Keepers (10 local groups) 
POB 14, Nizhni Novgorod 603082 
(8312) 34-32-80, tretyput@glas.apc.org 
Rainbow Keepers (Moscow) 

(095) 954-91-93, rk@glas.apc.org 

SCOTLAND 

Glasgow EF! 

POB 180, Glasgow G4 9AB 
+44 (0)41 636 1924/339 8009 
fax +44 (0)41 424 3688 
scotree@gn .apc.org 

SL OV AKIA 

Earth First! 

A. Hlinku 11, 96001 Zvolen 
kolenka@uvt.tuzvo.sk 

SPAIN 

Manuel A. Dernandes 

Taller de E. A. A CURUXA 

J. B. Xelmirer J, Campus Universitario 

1570 S Santiago 

(81) 584321, fax (81) 584533 

SW EDEN 

Morgan Larsson 

Lagmansgaten 9C, 46 37 Vanersborg 

UKRAINE 

Rainbow Keepers (S local groups) 
c/o Nadia Shevchenko 
Glushkova 17-22, Kiev.2S2187 
(044) 266-93-10, nadia@glas.apc.org 


Support Jailed Activists 


Rod Coronado 
03895-000, FCI Unit SW 
8901 S. Wilmont Rd. 
Tucson, AZ 85706 USA 

Milton Born with a Tooth 
c/o MEDF, Box 53 
10024-82 Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta 
T6E1Z3 CANADA 
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ROAD OCCUPATION MANIA!!! 


Activists Reclaim 
Jack Road 

by Gary Macfarlane and Nat Scat 

Walking up the road to the Jack sales in Cove/ 
Mallard the week of the Round River Rendezvous, 
onlookers stopped and gawked. Cameras snapped 



Welcome to the new "lack Squat " In Cove/Mallard 


shots of something never before seen in Idaho— a 
leaning wall of eleven 20-foot-long culverts stacked 
vertically, smack in the middle of the road, creating 
a twenty-foot-high welcome wall resembling the 
pipes of a giant circus organ. 

In front of this formidable wall was a slash pile 
proudly proclaiming "Wild Rockies Free State." Be- 
yond the culverts, a concrete dragon, two tripods, a 
bipod and an encampment graced the road. 

Welcome to Cove/Mallard 1996, the year activists 
reclaimed the road! July 12 was day 14 of the block- 
ade and the Freddies haven't even tried to stop us! We 
are here to prevent road builders from finishing 
bulldozing through pristine streams and critical pine 
marten and pileated woodpecker habitat. 

A combination of events made this action success- 
ful. The Rendezvous site was only six miles from the 
Jack Road gate. Rendezvous participants slipped 
back and forth continuously between the big party 
and the big action. The road occupation, dubbed 
"Jack Squat," began late at night on June 27, under 
a golden moon. Several hours after the Jack Creek 
road contractor withdrew his roadbuilding equip- 
ment due to "real frog-strangling rains," three "pods" 
went up, a "dragon" lockdown device was put to 
bed, and trenches and other mysteri- 
ous road impediments began recla- 
mation of the road. "Warnerization" 
came to Idaho. 

Although it had rained and snowed 
several days before, the skies were blue 
and hot for the Round River Rendez- 
vous and the days leading up to the 
celebration. It seems obvious the con- 
tractor didn't want to leave equipment 
anywhere near several hundred Earth 
Firstlers. Frog-strangling rain indeed! 

The Freddie cops who greeted the 
activists at the blockade/occupation 
and over at the Rendezvous a few miles 
away, were casual and on their best 
behavior. One claimed nothing illegal 

continued on page 26 


China Left Roadless 
Area Expanded 

by Dean Campbell 

The Fourth of July was Independence Day for the 
headwaters of the Sucker Creek drainage in southern 
Oregon's wild Siskiyou Mountains. While the Freddies 
were out patrolling the forests for sparkler- 
wielding drunks, a crack team of activists was 
turning hell into breakfast out on Forest Ser- 
vice Road 080. Just a few miles from the site of 
last year's Sugarloaf Timber Sale, the Forest 
Service and the Rough & Ready Lumber Com- 
pany are hoping to clearcut their way into the 
ever-shrinking Kangaroo Roadless Area with 
the China Left Timber Sale. Their access to the 
sale is the ever-shrinking FS Road 080. 

* Like Sugarloaf, China Left is a legacy of 
I Oregon Senator Mark Hatfield's 1989 Section 
| 318 Rider from Hell. It was held up by the 
I Dwyer injunction in 1991 and dropped from 
I consideration under the President's Forest 
Plan (Option 9) only to be reinstated in the 
Record of Decision as political fellatio for the 
timber industry. 

In the words of Siskiyou Forest Supervisor Mike 
Lunn, this sale "is terrible:" 12.7 million board feet 
to be cut from 530 acres of which 274 acres would 
be clearcuts (the rest would be high-grades). But the 
numbers do not reveal the whole story. Located 
high in the headwaters of Sucker Creek, this forest 
is classic Siskiyou old growth. Pines and firs tower 
over a steep, rugged landscape. Rich in diversity, the 
sale area is home to four known pairs of spotted owls 
and the rare wolverine. It is superior habitat for bats. 
Moreover, the Sucker Creek drainage is a Key Water- 
shed in the President's Forest Plan and has one of 
the most productive runs of wild salmon and steel- 
head left in Oregon. 

The Forest Service knows full well that this sale 
will do irreparable damage. In fact, they stated it on 
record when, in 1993, they broke off consultation 
with US Fish and Wildlife and withdrew the sale: 
"We judged the impact from the sale on Critical 
Habitat to be unacceptable, and the sale could not 
be easily modified to eliminate the negative im- 
pacts. Therefore, the Siskiyou National Forest as- 
sumed the China Left Timber Sale could not be 
awarded." In their Environmental Analysis they 

continued on page 27 


Warner Creek: Saved 
from the Saws? 

by Lacey Phillabaum 

I emerged from behind a giant Doug this morning 
to the sound of a helicopter flying from the jewel of 
Warner, the ancient forest of Kelsey Creek. I fol- 
lowed it down through the valley, past upper and 
lower basecamp. I felt transported to another di- 
mension — eerily silent and still, my heart beating to 
the pulse of the blades until it was gone. 

Another peaceful night had passed, a mild sur- 
prise because each is filled with anxiety that in the 



Blockades (and dragons!) at the front of the ever-expanding 


Cascadia Free State 

coming wee hours the Freddies will arrive. We 
gather clues daily: missing bracelets, helicopters, 
white trucks, all hinting that the raid will be soon. 

On July 9, the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals 
heard the Western Environmental Law Center's 
arguments that Judge Hogan was incorrect in over- 
ruling the original injunction protecting Warner 
Creek. The Western Environmental Law Center 
requested that the court temporarily enjoin logging 
until the larger appeal could be made. At base camp 
that morning we prayed to the spirit that animates 
Warner Creek. We prayed that those judges who 
have never looked upon this place, who know 
nothing of Warner, might be guided by love and 
freedom in their privileged position of choice. Then, 
after praying, we prepared. In the eyes of the law 
judges may have dominion over this place, but 
ultimately it is our power which stands between the 
trees and the saws. 

I am sitting on the rocks above basecamp right 
now. The wide girth of an ancient, broken top Doug 
stares me down. There are photographers below me, 
capturing every detail, building the piles of memo- 

continued on page 7 



The new Siskiyou Free State defending China Left 


pliutu by Cindy Noblitt 






EARTH FI RST! 

NO COMPROMISE IN THE DEFENSE OF MOTHER EARTH! 

POB 1415 • EUGENE, OREGON 97440 • (541) 741-9191 


Earth Firstf's Alive! 


Yee Haw! Can ya feel it? Something stirring. Feels like an 
awakening coming on. A rebirth, a renewal of energy, a focus. 

What... you can't feel it? You don't know what I'm all on 
about? Well, maybe that's because you haven't been out in 
the woods lately on the front lines, you've been sitting on 
your butt staring at the tube. There is 
some serious sh*t going down out 
there in the forest. 

There are folks living in the middle 
of roads on public land. Living there 
in full defiance of Clinton, Congress, 
the Forest Service, the sheriffs, log- 
gers and, oh yeah, the Timber Indus- 
try. It is going on all over; in the 
Siskiyou Mountains, in Cascadia and 
in Cove/Mallard, just to name a few. 

I think it's a movement. 

These folks are not only living on 
these roads, they are ripping 'em apart, 
in broad daylight, in front of God and 
everybody! "Road restoration," they 
call it. These things seem to be inno- 
cent enough at first, with a few logs 
and rocks tastefully positioned in the 
path of the beast, but overnight (maybe 
the moon is to blame?) the left-brained 
scene is transformed into a primitive 
technology urge which leads the road 
down the path toward extinction. 

Trenches and pits are dug; log piles, 
pit toilets and log cabins are built; 
culvert walls and fortresses erected; and all manner of tripods, 
bipods, draw bridges, gate enclosures and the like crop up 
everywhere. I hear they even have dragons! 

It's like this new kind of imported and compounded 
science. The tripods are of Australian design; encasing the 
gates with concrete and building walls are Cascadian tactics; 
culvert walls and pole piles were originated in the Salmon/ 
Selway region; yarn wrapping is Ecotopian; and the graffiti is 
surely of a more southeastern origin. And, as new techniques 
get introduced, the movement adds them to its "tool box." 

I have a feeling that all this is only the beginning of a new 
era in "resource management." You know how those West 
Coast fads are; by the time you read this, the same things 
may be happening in a forest near you! 

Sure, you say, "It's summer, and the kids are just bored." 
Well, there's some truth in that, but I think Clinton and the 
Forest Service are in for a big surprise when they try to clear 
folks out of their way. They might just be confronted by 
their own grandmas and a hundred folks that feel as 
strongly as she does about them cutting all the forests down. 

Seems to me that the people are sending a message to 
Clinton: "Bring it on. Bill. This being an election year and 
all, can you afford to have television images of your boys in 


green violently removing peaceful environmentalists who 
are just trying to uphold the law. Are citizens, who probably 
voted for you and are now protesting the Salvage Rider you 
signed into law but now object to, going to reelect you?" 

So, go take a look at what is going on in your local forest, 
but BEWARE, you might just have 
the urge to stay. 

—Jim Flynn 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Jake Kreilick, long-time Wild 
Rockies activist, Native Forest Net- 
work co-founder and Idaho rendez- 
vous committee member, has been 
sentenced to 90 days in the Latah 
County Jail for supporting Ric Valois 
on his one-man gate lockdown on 
the Noble road last year. Send Jake 
lots on cards and letters, but make 
sure to address the mail to John 
Kreilick, c/o Latah County Jail, c/o 
Latah County Court House, Mos- 
cow, ID 83843. 

Many thanks to the Idaho rendez- 
vous committee for putti ng on a fun 
and memorable event. At the EF! 
Journal annual meeting we informed 
everyone of our most pressing need 
here at the EF!J: moving the Journal 
operations out of our living room 
and into a proper office space. We cannot afford the move 
at this time, so some serious fundraising needs to be done. 
Any help, financial or otherwise, that would assist us in the 
move would be graciously accepted. If there is anyone 
willing to write grants for us, contact us ASAP. Another way 
that people can help is to solicit new EF!J subscribers. 

The Native Forest Council (NFC), uncompromising lead- 
ers of the "Zero Cut" campaign, could also use some help 
in the grant and donation department. NFC has hit on 
hard times. They have been forced to lay off their entire 
staff due to insufficient funds to pay them. NFC, authors 
of Forest Voice, is an essential organization in the environ- 
mental/political spectrum. Contact the Native Forest Coun- 
cil at POB 2171, Eugene, OR 97402; (541) 688-2600. 

The EF! Journal staff would like to thank Kimberly Dawn 
for three years of her life working at the paper. After the last 
issue, Kimberly left her long-term staff position to pursue 
a life of leisure with her sweetie out in Livewood. Thanks 
for all your hard work and all the laughs. 

With that said, we would like to announce that Stella 
will be taking over as our new Merchandise Goddess 
starting this issue. Additionally, she drew this issue's cover 
art. Welcome to the family, Stella. 



Unretouched, rare photo of a Cascadian dragon 


LUGHNASAD BY PeggySue McRae 

Named for the Celtic Sun God Lugh (rhymes with fugue), Lughnasad 
(rhymes roughly with fugue n' cod or tuna bog) celebrates the season of 
first fruits and the beginning of grain harvest. The city of London was 
also named for the Celt God Lugh and was originally called Lugdunum. 
The harvest feast is also called Lammas (rhymes with Mama's) from the 
Saxon word Half-Mass meaning Bread Feast. 

At harvest the seeds planted in Spring come to fruition and the Earth 
provides for us from her bounty. For this we owe a debt of gratitude. 
Lughnasad is a celebration of harvest and also a rite of sacrifice. In Cove/ 
Mallard, in Warner Creek, as in threatened areas the world over, 
activists are giving their energy and their bodies to defend the last 
remaining fringes of Earth's unde filed integrity. The Earth sustains us 
and we must return the favor by making the sacrifices necessary in order 
to sustain the Earth. 
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The Earth First! Journal is published by an 
editorial staff from within the Earth First! 
movement. Contents are copyrighted 1996. 
We are pleased to allow reprinting if credit 
is given, except for those articles specifi- 
cally copyrighted by the author. Art, pho- 
tographs and poetry are copyrighted by the 
individual artists and permission for use 
must be received from them. 

Earth First! Journal is a forum for the no- 
compromise environmental movement. 
Responsibility rests with the individual 
authors and correspondents. The contents 
do not necessarily represent the viewpoint 
of this newspaper, the Earth First! 
movement, local Earth First! groups or 
individual Earth Firstlers. 

Submissions are welcomed and should 
be typed or clearly printed. Send a SASE if 
you would like them returned. If you want 
confirmation of receipt of a submission, 
please request it. We encourage submis- 
sions on Macintosh disks or via EcoNet. Art 
or photographs (prints are best) are desir- 
able to illustrate articles and essays. They 
will be returned if requested. 

All submissions are edited for length and 
clarity. If an article is significantly edited, 
we will make a reasonable effort to contact 
the author prior to publication. 

ISSN 1055-8411, Earth First! Journal, is 
indexed in the Alternative Press Index. The 
Earth First! Journal is recorded on microfilm 
by University Microfilms, Inc. 

All correspondence regarding subscrip- 
tions, merchandise orders, donations, 
letters to the editor, articles, photos, 
graphics, etc., should be directed to: 

Earth First! Journal 

POB 1415 
Eugene, OR 97440 
Phone: (541) 741-9191 
Fax: (541) 741-9192 
E-mail: earthfirst@igc.apc.org 
http://www.envirolink.org/orgs/ef 

Business Manager: Connie Ross 
Merchandise Goddess: Stella 
Editorial Staff: Chris Irwin, Martin 
Bergoffen, Leslie Hemstreet, Jim Flynn, 
Craig Beneville 

Poetry Editor: Dennis Fritzinger 
Artists in this issue include: PeggySue 
McRae, Sue Ring, Ninan, Vaughn Frick, 
Jim Stiles, La La, M. Spira, Slugthang, 
Julian Bysmans, G. Mutzet 
Volunteers: Isabella, Suzanne, Ben, Lacey, 
Pam, Paloma, John, James, Acasia 
Cover art by: Stella 
Back cover art by: Andrew Pearson 

SCHEDULE 

Earth First! Journal is published 8 times a year 
on the solstices, equinoxes, and cross- 
quarter days on or about November 1 , De- 
cember 21 (Winter Solstice), February 2, 
March 21 (Vernal Equinox), May 1, June 21 
(Summer Solstice), August 1 , and September 
21 (Autumnal Equinox). One-year subscrip- 
tions in the US via third class mail are $25. 
First class delivery is $35. Outside the US, 
surface delivery is $35 and airmail is $45. 
Corporate and law enforcement rate is $45. 

Deadline for the next issue is 

August 31 


by Anne R. Key 

This past February at the Earth First! 
activist conference, an energetic earth 
defender from Austin asked "Is the 
movement dead.. .or only sleeping?" 
He distributed an article that suggested 
it isn't dead and that we should keep 
working with the powerful ideals that 
make up EF!'s strong foundation. 
While tactics and political ideologies 
have evolved throughout the years, 
the basics of biocentrism, direct ac- 
tion, and wilderness preservation have 
remained. And I think EF! campaigns 
have only become more uncompro- 
mising. Tenyearsago, 15 people stand- 
ing in a road was confrontational. 
Today, 20 people might stop and board 
a log truck, or even occupy a road with 
elaborate blockades. 

1 think we're also taking responsibil- 
ity for those of our kind who have 
been "running fast and goin' blind": 
owning up to a responsibility to the 
entire biotic community to oppose 
and resist our species's consumption 
of the raw material of life, and our 
continuous taming of the wild. And 
we're trying to free our own tamed 
wilderness too, by becoming part of 
the circle again, by sitting down at the 
council fire and making a commit- 
ment to live in balance. 

I believe the EF! movement is made 
up of humans committed to all of 
these ideals, however varied the levels 
we’re working at. I do, however, see 
how various differences and a few 
gaping divisions that could be healthy 
are instead destructive to our move- 
ment. I think there's a tendency for 
some of the more comfortable, estab- 
lished, often older, "career" activists 
within the grassroots and EF! move- 
ment to criticize tactics, philosophies 
and lifestyles of some of us less career- 
oriented, more nomadic, dirtier, 
smellier, more rebellious-spirited, 
younger "riff-raff". Mitch Friedman is 
an obvious example of the former 
tendency, but there are many more 
within the EF! movement. Some of 
these folks have decided that more 
polite, accessible ways of relating to 
authority and to the mainstream 
(which are not much different in my 
eyes) are more "effective" than 
dreadlocks, piercing, masks etc. To be 
fair, I do basically understand these 


attitudes, but 1 think a lot of them 
come from a kind of ageism that causes 
people who are nearing or at mid-life 
to look down on the younger, less 
experienced, more raw factions of the 
movement as naive and angry and 
even as detrimental to whatever "pub- 
lic image" of EF! that they are naive 
enough to think will somehow single- 
handedly bring the system to its knees. 

I can't help but notice that some of 
these folks are the most financially com- 
fortable and secure among us. And I'm 
not talking about feeling guilty for hav- 
ing some money. I'm talking about the 
bourgeois attitudes that infect people 
who aren't actively trying to 
deconstruct their class 
privileges- either 
from the past or in 
the present. 

Most of us are 
recovering 
from middle- 
class back- 
grounds and 
would never 
choose that 
life again, but 
the attitudes 
that come with it 
linger. I'm talking 
about benefiting 
from the privileges of 
your class background with 
out even noticing it because the system 
was designed so that you don’t have to. 

A lot of us "rank-and-feral vagabonds" 
on the "front lines" have taken an 
unofficial vow of poverty, and we revel 

in it! WE know money is an illusion, 



diverse attitudes will draw a broader 
range of activists. I wouldn't be here 
today if it weren't for the rawness and 
realness of punk rock, luring me away 
from the sheltered suburban privilege 
that almost stole my mind and soul! 

If mainstreamers avoid basecamps 
because of kids in masks, maybe they 
belong at a W.A.L.L. (Witness Against 
Lawless Logging) rally, and when 
they've done that for awhile and 
realize how utterly disempowering 
it is to hand your freedom over to 
the Freddies for standing on the 
wrong side of some imaginary line 
while old-growth trees crash all 
around, maybe they'll get a 
bad attitude too and 
come fuck shit up 
with us. 

Finally we've 
stumbled 
across the ul- 
timate non- 
violent ac- 
tion: the 

road occupa- 
tion! We can 
make a stand 
without turn- 
ing ourselves 
over to the pigs 
(sorry, can't resist), 
making them sweat 
and spend their precious 
budget. The reality is that no protec- 
tion is permanent right now, whether 
it's a repealed salvage rider or a 
Glickman directive or a "free state." 
They'll go as far as we'll let them to one- 

up us. The trick is to transform public 


status a capitalist creation, and power 
comes from the earth through us, for 
the good of all life. We want to live it 
out, not just talk it up. So our "free 
states" are also about a free state of 
mind. This has a lot to do with the way 
we interact with cops, loggers, and 
mainstream environmentalists, and 
maybe our anger is alienating 
mainstreamers or making them feel 
uncomfortable, but I think it's good for 
them to feel uncomfortable with their 
lifestyles. If some EF!ers want to be 
polite and acceptable to the main- 
stream, go for it. Somebody's go to do 
that, too. But are we really so influen- 
tial that a handful of riff raff with bad 
attitudes will completely discredit the 
direct action movement? If anything, 


opinion until we won't let them go any 
further. In the US, the closest we've 
come in the to threatening the state's 
control was the turbulent civil rights 
and anti-war movements. We are now 
making progress on the coattails of 
those struggles, and we are a threat! 

While we're waiting for the big revo- 
lution in human consciousness, we are 
everywhere, creating counter-institu- 
tions and working toward community 
control. We are stealing from their 
stores, growing our own food, sharing 
our own local cultures, educating our- 
selves with real knowledge and skills, 
taking care of our own bodies, pirating 
the airwaves, even practicing alterna- 
tive money systems. And because we 
believe in the intrinsic rights of all spe- 


cies, we are confronting the extractive 
industrial system and the governmen- 
tal brown-nosers. 

The struggle for wild places is only 
one part of the picture. The Earth 
should always be the fundamental con- 
sideration, but radicalism is about chal- 
lenging the roots of a crises, and the 
root of this crisis is the nature of mod- 
ern human society on this planet. Even 
if every wild and re-wilding chunk of 
earth were designated a National Parks 
tomorrow, we know there'd be compa- 
nies and individuals trying to assert 
their right to exploit "resources." Only 
empowered, caring communities of 
people as part of a broad-based (di- 
verse) popular movement have the col- 
lective power to truly oppose those 
threats in the long term. That’s all we 
can hope for, but can we demand any- 
thing less? And can we live our lives 
with any less far-reaching a vision? 

As for transforming the mainstream 
into a more radical, empowered force, 

I say let the people who speak their 
language do it! That's what the Sierra 
Club, the Pacific Party and Ralph Nader 
are for. Nobody's "winning" this thing 
anyway, not even the earth destroyers. 
Let's face up to it and keep moving. 

Loss is inevitable. We’re already lost 
so much, and an end is not yet in 
sight. But we have to trust that we are 
fighting a good fight. The earth needs 
us to stand up and take the blows, 
because there is no comfy white sub- 
urban home for anyone anymore. A 
life of struggle against monsters doesn't 
have to mean constant pain and suf- 
fering for us. We are only martyrs if 
we take it like victims. We are surviv- 
ing, and we're even thriving! And 
look around us at what empowers us 
most: swift raging rivers, wizened old 
trees, the magic of forest succession, 
lynx, wolf, salmon, and evolution it- 
self. We are a passionate, creative 
tribe! We sing powerful songs! We 
have to take all that loss and absorb it 
and let it fuel us, because that's how 
we're gonna get through this. We 
have to be in it together, and every 
person's work is of value. May there 
be more of us at every level! More 
paper monkeywrenchers, more 
roadfighters, more 'dozerwrenchers. 
There's no going back now.. .the battle 
lines are drawn and we have no choice 
but to resist. 



Dear Crap in the Cranium: 

The masturbatory mindcrap 
clogging your braincase of late is 
precisely why there aren't more 
of us two-leggeds OUT THERE 
defending the Wild, drawing that 
line of protection at the edge. 
You're too busy pushing dead- 
mushed-up-bleached-out-tree- 
bodies around on desks, 
grovelling for Pee-you crispy 
bill$, intellectualizing a method 
to the chaotic madness! Mad- 
ness! plaguing Earth. The ma- 
chines of death will continue to 
relentlessly strip, denude, rip and 
tear Gaia’s fabric robes, woven- 
web-clothing while you examine 


yourself in mirrors of 
misperception and slut to the 
media and mainstream 
" marginalizes" contemplating 
your appearance on camera. 
You'll slip and fall in those "shiny 
shoes" and the tie you wear will 
strangle your cries as the last old 
growth forests fall. Babylon is 
falling! Clothing is just for fun 
and warmth anyway. We're all 
just NAKED MUD PEOPLE ON 
CAMERA! 

Bearass without a stitch, 

— Fire Grizzly 


To the People, 

In support of the recent article 
by Avalon, "Does EF! Need a l2 
Step?" One step simply placed 
away from having alcohol at gath- 
ering would suffice... and as the 
author implies, would do more 
to honor the Earth and her chil-! 
dren than any number of actionsj 
may ever accomplish. Of course,! 
the changes we make in our own 


lives are always the hardest. . . and 
the most necessary. Should this 
idea find agreement and consen- 
sus (is this possible?) please pub- 
lish this announcement so that 1 
can make plans to attend an EF! 
gathering where clarity of vision 
strengthens our tribe, and respect 
honors every relation. 

— Shanu 

Dear SFB, 

Avalon is right to suggest that 
we need to watch out for our 
friends whose drinking has be- 
come a problem. Silence is com-, 
r plicrt yTHowever, l take issue wittrl 
his characterization of the rowdy | 
fires at Rendezvous (that is, the 
drinking and fire dancing) as be- 
ing somehow spiritually deficient. 
If I understand Avalon correctly, 
proper integration into a sacral 
landscape requires us to connect 
to the land and each other in a 
way that seems surprisingly simi- 
lar to church on Sunday. 


My disagreement with this is 
that 1 feel total exuberance is often 
i the highest attainment of spirit u- 
ally and that alcohol can facili- 
tate such exuberance. It is no 


coincidence that hooze has for cen- 
turies been known as "spirits." 

There is a famous Thoreau 
quote, often misunderstood: "In 
wildness is the preservation of 
the world." Thoreau's wildness 
is not just wilderness, some 
other-than-human artifact of 
civilization. The wildness 
Thoreau spoke of has a lot to do 
with human spirit, with the un- 
quenchable green fire in our 
eyes. The wildness generated 
around an EF! campfire is, at its 
best, the apogee of such wild- 
ness. I hope that never changes. 
Deliriously yours, 

— Chester Woolah 

Dear Avalon fer Brains 
You go vegan, I'll go sober. 

— A damn Sot 
August 


Dear Hell raisers, 

While I am in agreement with 
universal sobriety as an admi- 
rable goal, words can scarcely 
describe my astonishment at 
Avalon's suggestion in the June 
EF! Journal that Earth First!ers 
should be intolerant of those 
who drink beer at wilderness re- 
unions and celebrations. Re- 
member that alcohol is the only 
important drug that corporate 
America has not currently suc- 
ceeded in banning and using as 
a tool for political harassment. 
The theory, I suppose, is that 
drinking beer at EF! reunions is a 
recent deviation that necessar- 
ily equals drunkenness, which 
in turn implies chronic alcohol- 
ism and political ineffectiveness 
in between such events. 


continued on page 30 

-September 1996 Earth First! Page 3 


Showdown at La Sierra 

tion are "first among equals." We al- 
BY Tim Haugen lowed the two trucks to pass, with their 

In thejune-julyissueofthe Journal, I reported toyou escort. Subsequently, we learned that 
that a coalition of environmentalists, nuns and the weigh station didn't have the scales 
Chicano farmers had presented a list of demands to necessary to handle the large loads car- 
the manager of "Taylor Ranch" in San Luis, Colorado, ried by the trucks. However, we did 
thegoalofwhichwastohaltloggingontheranch.The establish one very significant fact: The 
logging threatens a watershed that provides the tradi- trucks are illegally crossing the state line 
tional Chicano farmers with water for their irrigation into New Mexico in order to avoid going 
ditches. Since then, events have snowballed. through the town of San Luis. The truck- 

Ranch owner Zachary Taylor responded to our ers lack the necessary permits to cross 
demands by filing a SLAPP suit against La Sierra state lines. 

Foundation, one of the coalition members. Taylor is Meanwhile, backatthe ranch, our block- Nonviolent resister removed by sheriffs so that logging could resume in Colorado 

a direct descendant of President Zachary Taylor, also ade continued. vehicular assault, reckless endangerment and four 

a noted defiler of Mexican culture. 1 take this as During a strategy session, we observed two more (possibly five) counts of attempted murder, 
constituting further proof that mental illness can be empty trucks pulling up, so once again, we strung Meanwhile, our blockade continued, with the result 
passed from generation to generation. ourselves across the road. The first truck pulled in that twenty people were arrested for obstructing the 

In any event, we found Taylor's response to be behind the others and stopped, but the second truck road, including four local Chicanos. 
disrespectful. Therefore, we planned a blockade at the swerved around the line of idled behemoths and Since then, we have learned that the District Attor- 

Taylor Ranch gate, used by logging trucks to enter and approached us. As he pulled within a few feet of the ney has whittled down the charges against the trucker 

leave the ranch. Specifically, we sought to enforce blockade, he seemed to slow down. We put our hands to felony assault and felony menacing. We still con- 
truck weight limits passed by the county commission- on his fenders and bumper as he nosed into our line. sider these events to constitute a major victory, espe- 
ers, but deemed unenforceable by the county sheriff. Then he gunned his engine and plowed through us. dally since Undersheriff Benton was outspoken in 

We sought to prove otherwise. He never stopped. confirming that our protest was peaceful. We had 

We arrived at the gate shortly before 8 am, on June One person, Denise Luttrell of Greenpeace-Boulder, done nothing to provoke the violence that occurred. 

28. Within minutes, we blocked two trucks: one was knocked to the ground. She barely managed to roll We look forward to seeing the trucker, 40-year-old 
empty, and one loaded with the corpses of trees, out of the way, or perhaps was pulled out of the way, Donald Brown of Del Norte, Colorado, housed safely 
Within an hour, two more trucks were standing idle before the truck could run her over. The tires missed away in prison. 

and the county sheriff was running around, trying to her head by inches. Four people had to jump onto the Soon we'll be going back to La Sierra to show I aylor 

figure out how to handle 40 people who were only truck in order to avoid being run over. They rode the that we aren't intimidated by his hired guns. Quite 
trying to do his job. truck for about 100 yards, but bailed off when the literally, hired guns. We've been told by locals that 

Someone suggested that we allow the two loaded trucker pulled a gun on them. Fortunately, Denise’s Taylor has hired security people by advertising in 
trucks to pass through the blockade with the stipula- scraped knee was the worst injury. People could have Soldier of Fortune Magazine, 
tion that they be escorted by sheriff's department just as easily been killed. So c'mon down to San Luis! It'll be a blast! 

personnel and representatives of our coalition to a Fortunately, Undersheriff Roger Benton witnessed For information contact Devon Pena, La Sierra 
weigh station. Some of us weren't fond of letting the this incident and chased down the trucker. He subse- Foundation, at (719) 672-3355 or Kirsten Atkins, 
trucks through, but the local members of the coali- quently filed charges of felony menacing, attempted Ancient Forest Rescue, at (970) 641-7128. 

Bison Slaughter in Yellowstone 



by Michael S. Mease 

Last spring I had the disheartening job of docu- 
menting the slaughter of the last free-ranging bison 
herd in the United States, which roams in Yellowstone 
National Park. Since last November, 458 bison have 
been gunned down by the Department of Livestock 
(DOL), not counting fetuses carried by the pregnant 
bison who were killed. All because of a hoax. 

The bison are being shot based on an unjustified 
fear of brucellosis infecting Montana's cattle, despite 
the fact that transmission has only occurred in labo- 
ratories and controlled experimental conditions. There 
has been no documented transmission of 
brucellosis in the wild. Pregnant bison are 
killed just days before calving. Although male 
bison cannot transmit the disease, they are 
also being killed. 

1 talked with the scientists conducting 
brucellosis experiments on the pregnant bi- . \ | 
son and they told me that brucellosis lives for | c- 
over 250 days in water and that . pregnant I 1 
bison carry the disease. Ten minutes later, ■ *1 
these same scientists were conducting their ap 
experiments less than 50 feet from the Madi- 
son River. Additionally, the DOL occasion- 
ally directs the Native Americans involved in 
the process to gut the supposedly "disease- 
ridden" bison into the river. I don't think the 
scientists even heed their own "science." 

I— - Jk 

When Teddy Roosevelt set up the National 
Park system, he cushioned the parks with 
national forests to provide wildlife overflow buffer 
zones. These buffer zones are now being subsidized 
by the US Forest Service for cattle grazing, even 
though the cattle compete for forage with the bison. 
Ironically the majority of the bison shot this year 
were killed on the very same public lands originally 
meant to protect them. 

Bison once roamed this country by the millions. 
Little more than a hundred years ago, white settlers 
slaughtered bison to near extinction and nearly 
wiped out the Native Americans as well. Ironically, as 
part of a public relations campaign, the bison meat is 
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now given to Native Americans who sign up for a 
"bison lottery." Reservations are notified of the avail- 
ability of bison meat and the few people who respond 
are kept on a waiting list from November to June. If 
their number comes up, they have two days to meet 
with the DOL. 

The DOL shoot the bison and then either have 
native people come to where the dead bison are or 
have them wait at the county dump. Once the bison 
carcasses are delivered, the DOL's job is done and the 
natives are left to gut, skin, load and haul the butch- 
ered bison home. The DOL does not warn the natives 
doing the butchering about the possibility of con- 



Looking for justification, the credibility scavengers close in on the 

fresh-killed bison. 

tracting ungulate fever (the human version of 
brucellosis) from diseased pregnant female bison. 
Throughout the process, no one, not the DOL, the 
Native Americans or the employees of the dump, 
even pretends to be concerned about brucellosis. 
That concern is just a hoax. 

Some of the dead bison are cut up for the wolf packs 
reintroduced into Yellowstone. In addition to the 
problems associated with habituating wolves to hand- 
outs, wolves are being used as another excuse to kill 
bison. On June 3 of this year, 17 "diseased" bison 
were killed for the wolves. After quartering 1 1 of the 


carcasses (a process of extracting the best quarter of 
the bison) the remaining three-quarters of the 11 
bison and six whole bison were thrown in the dump. 
. A group called the Inter-Tribal Bison Cooperative 
(ITBC) came up with a very reasonable solution to 
Montana's "problem" with Yellowstone's bison. They 
propose to reintroduce bison onto the reservations. 
In South Dakota, this is already being done. The ITBC 
approached the Park Service, DOL and other agencies 
involved to no avail. The only way they can have 
these wild bison is if the bison are corralled and 
quarantined for three to five years. This domestica- 
tion of the last free-ranging bison herd is entirely 
unacceptable to the ITBC. 

A West Yellowstone group called Save Our Bison 
has been formed in protest. Montana Governor Marc 
Racicot has received letters and phone calls from 
local West Yellowstone residents outraged about 
witnessing the bison slaughter. The Fund for Animals 
and Cold Mountain, Cold Rivers (CMCR) sent the 
Governor a video showing him what has taken place 
this year. To date he has not found this issue worthy 
of his time and he continues to avoid the subject. 
This is an election year and the Governor has the 
power to put this madness to a halt. 

Your letters, phone calls and votes can make a 
difference for the bison. Governor Racicot can be 
reached at State Capitol, 1301 East 6th Ave., Helena, 
MT 59620; (406) 444-3111. 

The alternatives to this inhumane slaughter of the 
last free-ranging bison herd could be easily imple- 
mented. First, why not accept the Inter-Tribal Bison 
Cooperative's proposal to restore a huge missing part 
of Native Americans' culture and bring the bison 
back on their reservations? Second, all cattle-grazing 
allotments on national forest lands adjacent to 
Yellowstone National Park should be put back to 
their intended use: wildlife buffer zones. 

CMCR is currently compiling a video documentary 
on what took place this year. Funding is tight as 
always. Any financial contribution is greatly appreci- 
ated and tax deductible. Call or write CMCR with 
questions or for more information at CMCR, POB 
7941, Missoula, MT, 59807; (406) 728-086 7. 
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Tongass 
In Danger 



When the dust finally settled over the political battlefield 
that is the Tongass National Forest, environmentalists 
stepped back to count the number of attacks launched by 
Alaska's three-man congressional delegation against the 
nation's biggest, wettest, wildest national forest. The running 
count since the November 1994 elections stands at 12 — an 
astonishing 12 pieces of legislation aimed at increasing 
clearcutting in our last temperate old-growth rainforest. 

The good news is that all attempts by Senators Ted Stevens 
and Frank Murkowski and Congressman Don Young have 
failed. The bad news is that the dust hasn’t really settled. There 
have been few times when activists were able to relax long 
enough to walk the woods, catch a few fish, and maybe paddle 
the kayak a bit. But those moments have been few; the battle 
to save southeast Alaska's wild places rages on. 

Why the bitter battle over this remote, lush, beautiful slice 
of the world? In the words of a citizen speaking out at a 
recent public meeting, Forest Service management of the 17- 
million-acre Tongass is, "A national symbol [of] how not to 
manage a public resource." 

For four decades now, all other users of the Tongass have 
been forced to take a back seat to the demands of one 
multinational corporation, Louisiana Pacific, owner of the 
Ketchikan Pulp Company (KPC). The pulp mill possesses a 
one-of-kind contract that guarantees it a huge volume of 
trees — 154 million board feet of timber per year— at cut-rate 
prices. That contract, a Soviet-style make-work project 
established back in the 1950's, has created a legacy of bitter 
conflict and stump-filled landscapes. 

Much of the magnificence remains, however. Southeast 
Alaska, 80 percent of which falls within the Tongass 
National Forest, is a place where we can still do things right. 

This is home to the world's largest concentration of nesting 
bald eagles, and more brown bears live here than any other 
place on the planet. The region boasts whales, copious salmon runs, 
glaciers and mountains, fjords and fog, and of course, trees — towering 
Sitka spruce, western hemlock and cedar. 

This is a forest of islands, ranging in size from tiny, tree-studded atolls 
to Prince of Wales, the third largest in North America with more than a 
thousand miles of coastline. Many people here are able to pursue a 
lifestyle long ago devoured by urbanization in other parts of America. 
Fishermen live in remote towns like Pelican and Point Baker, accessible 
only by plane or boat. Alaska's native people and other rural residents 
continue to pursue a subsistence lifestyle, depending on the forest and 
the sea for their food. In addition, small independent-minded loggers 
utilize the Tongass' prized old-growth trees as material to build homes, 
boats and even musical instruments, instead of grinding it up into pulp, 
like Louisiana Pacific's mill in Ketchikan. 

Over the last few years, the regional economic importance of the KPC's 
mill has diminished. All told, the timber industry accounts for only 
about eight percent of the region's employment. Unfortunately, while 
the industry's economic clout may be diminishing, its political power 
remains. 

All three members of Alaska's congressional delegation have fallen all 
over themselves to give away more of your forest and your money to run 
an antiquated pulp mill that has proven itself a terrible corporate citizen. 
Last year, KPC was fined $6 million and convicted of a felony violation of 
the Clean Water Act for intentionally dumping toxic sludge into nearby 
waters. KPC is also presently under investigation by the Department of 
Justice for timber theft. This is just scratching the surface; the rap sheet 
on the mill is a mile long. The mill is operating without an air discharge 
permit, even though it is emitting dangerous substances such as 
chloroform and sulfur dioxide at levels exceeding human health 
standards. In the past the mill has been accused of illegally firing 
workers, busting unions and allowing unsafe working conditions to exist. 
In 1984 KPC was also convicted of violating civil antitrust law. A judge 
found KPC guilty of conspiring with another huge multinational 
corporation tp run dozens of independent timber operators out of 
business. 

To make matters worse, hundreds of thousands of acres of KPC 
clearcuts have alarmed wildlife biologists. A report issued in 1993 said 
current management direction on the Tongass will make it impossible to 
sustain healthy and viable populations of wildlife throughout the forest, 
a violation of the National Forest Management Act. 


Logging by KPC also destroys opportunities for subsistence users. 
Although their right to hunt, fish and gather in customary and 
traditional fashion is supposed to be protected by federal law, the Forest 
Service has determined repeatedly that KPC's insatiable desire for Tongass 
timber takes precedence. 

If all this weren't enough to make you want to fight for the Tongass, 
then consider the fact that you actually pay to keep KPC running. The 
Tongass timber program is by far the biggest money loser in the National 
Forest system. According to the General Accounting Office in 
Washington DC, the Tongass timber program has provided a "negative 
net return" of $102 million to the Federal Treasury over the last three 
years alone. 

Despite the huge list of reasons why KPC's long-term contract should 
be canceled, Murkowski, Stevens and Young are charging ahead. Their 
latest approach is simply to extend KPC's monopolistic contract. HR 3659 
and S 1877 are outrageous pieces of special-interest corporate welfare 
legislation and the most damaging pieces of legislation ever proposed for 
the Tongass National Forest. 

These bills would guarantee 4.4 billion board feet of timber to KPC — 
that's a line of football field-sized clearcuts stretching from Juneau, 

Alaska to Washington DC and back. The bill also virtually guarantees 
KPC a profit, since the Forest Service would be directed never to charge 
more for Tongass timber than prices paid by similar facilities in the 
Pacific Northwest. 

While the Alaskan delegation continues to push their bad bills, the 
Forest Service is plodding along on another important issue, the revision 
of the Tongass Land Management Plan. This plan serves as the blueprint 
for how the forest will be managed for at least the next decade. Heavy 
industry lobbying, including the financing of an anger-filled Wise Use 
campaign, is pressuring the Forest Service to adopt a plan that doesn't 
follow the recommendation of agency scientists. Please keep in mind that 
this magnificent rainforest is yours and you have the right to demand 
better management. 

Comments on the Tongass Land Management Plan revision are due by 
August 26. Your comments may be addressed to the Tongass Land 
Management Plan, 8465 Old Dairy Road, Juneau, AK 99801. 

Also, write your Senators and tell them to oppose any attempts to raid 

your forest or your wallet. Senator , US Senate, Washington, DC 

20510. For more information contact the Southeast Alaska Conservation 
Council at 419 Sixth St., Juneau, AK 99801; (907) 586-6942; e-mail: 
SEACC@ alaska.net. 

— Southeast Alaska Conservation Council 
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Forest Health and Salvage Logging 


by George Wuerthner 

Senator Larry Craig of Idaho is currently attempt- 
ing to pass legislation that would promote salvage 
logging to "restore forest health." Anyone familiar 
with Craig's biased attitude knows that his real 
interest lies more with promoting the timber indus- 
try than promoting forest ecosystem health. Never- 
theless, to the uninformed public, his contention 
that our forest ecosystems are "unhealthy" appears 
to have some legitimacy. 

According to Craig and other salvage logging 
supporters, our forests are "overstocked" and "dy- 
ing" as a consequence of fire suppression policies. 
Increases in insect outbreaks, disease and large cata- 
strophic fires are all blamed on fire suppression. I 
might note that scientists dispute the suggestion 
that there are any real measurable increases in insect 
outbreaks, disease or even fire intensity, and suggest 
that such claims may be more imaginary than real. 
However, just for argument's sake, even if there has 
been an escalation in these tree mortality factors, 
that doesn't mean there is a forest health problem. 
Ecologically speaking, an increased incidence of 
dying trees is a normal response to increased stock- 
ing density, as well as other factors like drought. In 
other words, while trees may be dying, the forest 
ecosystem is functioning perfectly. To view dead 
trees as an indication of imbalance is to fail to see 
the forest for the trees. 

Furthermore, though fire suppression has changed 
the structure, age and species distribution within 

Craig's Savage 
Logging Plan 

Senator Larry Craig's Federal Lands Forest 
Ffealth Protection and Restoration Act (S. 
391), which would expedite salvage logging, 
continues to wend its way through the legis- 
lative process. Under the bill, areas desig- 
nated "forest health emergency areas" would 
be open for logging. These areas would be 
chosen based upon the number of trees pur- 
ported to be dead, dying, or in danger of 
dying, and the bill would weaken environ- 
mental laws such as the Endangered Species 
Act in these "emergency" areas in order to 
facilitate logging the snot out of them. 

On June 19, 111 scientists sent a letter to 
President Clinton asking him to oppose the 
bill. The scientists' letter, originated by James 
R. Karr, Professor of Fisheries and Zoology at 
the University of Washington, warned 
Clinton that the legislation misconstrues the 
true threats to forests and is not based on 
sound science. 

The scientists' letter states that dead and 
dying trees are critical to maintaining forest 
biodiversity, protecting water quality and 
controlling pests. "In short," state the scien- 
tists, "the real forest health crisis is not the 
threat from dead and dying trees. The real 
symptoms of crisis are increased soil erosion, 
depletion of forest, the decline of harvestable 
fish," and other problems caused by "over- 
zealous roadbuilding, inappropriate fire sup- 
pression, and poorly planned forest manage- 
ment practices." 

Secretary of Agriculture Dan Glickman's 
directive on salvage logging has apparently 
stalled negotiations between Republican 
Senator Craig (ID) and Democratic Senator 
Bill Bradley (NJ) on a compromise forest 
health bill. Prior to the announcement of the 
directive the compromise seemed imminent, 
to the dismay of conservationists nation- 
wide who had previously considered Bradley 
a friend of the forest. Since the current Con- 
gressional session is nearing an end, how- 
ever, it appears that forest health legislation 
will not reach the President's desk during 
^this session. ^ 


forest ecosystems, fuel accumulations seldom influ- 
ence the occurrence of large blazes. Climatic vari- 
ables such as severe drought, wind and local weather 
conditions, not fuels, ultimately control the size 
and intensity of subsequent blazes. Thus, reduction 
of fuel may not significantly affect so-called "cata- 
strophic" blazes. 

Climatic conditions, more than anything, con- 
tributed to the large 1988 Yellowstone fires — and 
every other large fire in history. Salvage logging 
won't change the frequency or occurrence of the 
forest conditions favoring fire. 

Even if fuel reduction by salvage logging could 
prevent large blazes, there is an issue of scale. To 
make any appreciable difference in landscape-scale 
blazes — the kinds of fires salvage logging is pur- 
ported to stop — would require the removal of fuel 
over tens of millions of acres. The cost of road 
building, sale layout and administration necessary 
to effectively remove fuel on this kind of scale has 
never been addressed. Because salvage logging is 
supposed to be directed toward removal of the 
smaller, understory trees, the economic viability of 
harvesting timber is further reduced. Not surpris- 
ingly, congressional studies have demonstrated that 
nearly all salvage timber sales lose money. 

Why should we care if millions of acres of marginal 
timber burn up or die from insects and disease? Quite 
simply, most of the economically marketable timber 
was cut years ago. Aren't we spending a lot of money 
to protect trees with little timber value? 

The other justification given for salvage logging is 
home-owner protection. Yet constructing a house 
in most western forests is no different from building 
a structure in a river floodplain — sooner or later, 
you're going to lose your property to natural forces. 
Fighting fires to protect cabins and homes built in 
the hinterlands is nothing more than a subsidy for 
the rich. If people wish to build their homes in the 
forest let them — not the taxpayers — suffer the eco- 
nomic consequences of their decisions. 1 might add 
that a reduction in fire fighting might be one of the 
best ways to stem the spread of subdivisions and 
sprawl in the rural West. 

In addition to the very high economic costs asso- 
ciated with salvage logging, we must keep in mind 
that logging of any kind is not ecologically value- 
neutral. There are a lot of ecological impacts associ- 
ated with timber harvest, includ- 
ing increased road density and 
access which often negatively af- 
fect wildlife, invasion of weeds, 
removal of down woody debris, 
loss of snags, and other ecologi- 
cal changes that occur with log- 
ging and are not typically associ- 
ated with fires. Even if we could 
conceivably log enough acres to 
make a difference in fuel loading, 
we would be creating a lot of 
other ecological problems, many 
of them far worse than anything 
associated with large fires. 

At best, "strategic" salvage log- 
ging can create effective "defen- 
sive positions" — for instance, 
thinning a forest around a town 
might enable firefighters to de- 
flect a big fire around the com- 
munity. Such site-specific fuel 
reductions might have a role to 
play in community protection 
schemes. Nevertheless, this is very 
different from seeking to elimi- 
nate all large fires across the land- 
scape. 

Finally, one has to question 
why we need to eliminate or sup- 
press large fires in the first place. 

From a forest ecosystem view- 
point, large fires are not "abnor- 
mal." Ecologically speaking, there 
is no such thing as a catastrophic 
fire. Again, it's a matter of scale. 

Over any hundred-year period, 
small frequent burns may have 


been the norm in some ecosystems such as the 
ponderosa pine forests that are common in many 
lower-elevation forests around the West. Yet a care- 
ful reading of fire history and other 
paleobiogeographical evidence suggests that large 
fires are the norm in nearly all western ecosystems 
at some time or other. If viewed over a time period 
of 500 to 1,000 years, nearly all western forest 
ecosystems, even those characterized by frequent, 
low-intensity burns, are found to experience large, 
infrequent, so-called catastrophic fires. 

While fire suppression has changed the timing 
and intensity of fires in some ecosystems, it would 
be wrong to conclude that large fires are an aber- 
ration or beyond the normal range of variability. 
For example, the 1910 fires that burned 3.5 mil- 
lion acres of northern Idaho and western Mon- 
tana involved a lot of low-elevation forest that 
"normally" experienced frequent, low-intensity 
blazes. Yet the 1910 fires consumed millions of 
acres of timber long before effective fire suppres- 
sion could have affected fuel loadings. 

Forest ecosystems are not "destroyed" by large 
fires, only changed. From a landscape-wide perspec- 
tive, it is clear that a very small number of very large 
fires account for the majority of acreage burned. 
Large fires are not abnormal, just rare. 

Large fires can "reset" the ecological "clock." One 
or two large fires will reduce fuel loads across a broad 
landscape with far less ecological impact than log- 
ging, and at a fraction of the cost. If we are truly 
interested in forest health, not protecting trees as 
fodder for the timber industry, then a far more 
sensible plan would involve fuel reductions in a few 
strategic locations, such as the borders of towns. 
Salvage logging and prescribed burning would re- 
duce fuel loading while larger fires would be toler- 
ated, even encouraged, throughout the remainder 
of the landscape. 

A truly enlightened forest health policy would 
advocate a major reduction in timber harvest 
throughout the West, and the restoration of large 
fires as an ecological and evolutionary force. Big 
fires are as necessary for ecosystem health and forest 
evolution as predators are to the "health" and 
evolution of prey. To quote the poet Robinson 
Jeffers: "What but the wolf's tooth whittled so fine, 
the fleet limbs of the antelope?" Fires are to the 
forest what the wolf is to the antelope. 


Mm THIS PHOTO AND GET $1000!!! 



Representative Charles Taylor (R-NC), the original cosponsor of the clearcut rider, made 
an incredible offer on the Poor of the House of Representatives. During the debate of the 
Furse-Porter-Morella amendment to de-fund the infamous salvage rider, Rep. Taylor 
claimed that no "green" tree had been cut under the timber clearcut rider. He offered $ 1 000 
to anyone who could prove that a green tree had been cut. His exact quote, as taken from 
the Congressional Record is: 

"My colleague who got up a moment ago and said that we had cut green trees in salvage is 
absolutely misinformed. I will pay $ 1 000 cash today if anyone can bring me evidence of any 
green tree that has been cut under the salvage bill. " Rep. Taylor speciped that trees under the 
Section 318 sales (older or previously sold sales in the West) do not apply to this offer. 

We want to make it easy for you to cash in on Rep. Taylor's offer. * 

Here is a photo of the Reed Salvage sale on the Malheur National Forest, which included 
innumerable green trees including old growth. Simply mail this photo and coupon to Rep. 
Taylor, and demand that he pay you $1000. You can, of course, substitute your own 
photograph, list of sales, etc. Please send us a copy of your invoice so we can make sure 
everybody knows that green trees are being cut in your forest. Please also send a letter to 
the editor of your area newspapers explaining what you have done. 

Write to Rep. Charles Taylor, US House of Representatives, Washington, DC 2051S, or 
send him a fax at 202-226-6405. 
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New Salvage Directive Issued 

Three Salvage Sales Pulled So Far! 


by Marty Bergoffen 

On July 9, 1996, in response to overwhelming 
public condemnation of the Salvage Rider, Secretary 
of Agriculture Dan Glickman issued a new directive 
aimed at blunting criticism of salvage logging and the 
rider. The directive has already had positive effects, in 
that a number of old-growth salvage sales have been 
pulled. However, environmentalists can't let this small 
victory assuage the Forest Service's guilt in ongoing 
salvage travesties. We must remain steadfast in our 
demand that the Salvage Rider be repealed immedi- 
ately and push harder in our de- 
mands for zero commercial 
extraction from public lands. 

Glickman's directive is basically 
an attempt to band-aid the ruptured 
image of President Clinton with re- 
spect to salvage logging. It was issued 
around the same time as a presiden- 
tial appeal to Congress to repeal the 
rider and is aimed at the worst abuses 
of the broad language of the Rider. 

First, the directive attempts to limit 
incursions into roadless areas by 
requiring that roadless salvage sales 
be "imminently susceptible to fire" 
and giving priority to those sales 
that minimize the building or re- 
construction of roads. Second, it 
requires that all salvage sales have 
an identifiable component of dis- 
eased, insect infested, dead, damaged or downed 
trees, or trees imminently susceptible to fire or insect 
attack. Third, the directive tries to prevent non- 
salvage sales from going through as salvage if the sale 
had been withdrawn for environmental concerns. It 
also defines "trees imminently susceptible to fire" 
and "insect attack," limiting harvests to those pre- 
senting high risk of fire or insect infestation. 

Perhaps the most interesting part of the directive 
concerns the "associated trees" section of the Salvage 
Rider. (Here, Glickman admits that green trees are 
being cut under the Salvage Rider. See page 6 to get 


$1000.) This clause has resulted in the loss of thou- 
sands of old-growth trees, and the directive requires 
that any salvage sale subordinate the harvest of asso- 
ciated trees to the harvest of trees that meet the 
standards of salvage. It also requests that district 
rangers review their salvage programs for sales with 
greater than 25 percent "associated trees" to ensure 
compliance with the directive. 

In order to subdue the outspoken criticism of the 
Salvage Rider, the Forest Service immediately pulled 
some of the worst old-growth salvage sales. The South 
Warner sale (19 million board feet) in Oregon and the 


HB sale in New Mexico (10 million board feet) were 
canceled because they cut into roadless areas, and the 
Illinois Creek sale in Colorado (4.8 million board feet) 
was pulled because it had been a non-salvage sale that 
had previously been withdrawn for environmental 
concerns, and was re-issued as a salvage sale. 

It would be dangerous to let this directive cool our 
rage over the Salvage Rider. Whatever the outcome of 
this directive, we can't let our guard down. Also, any 
of these sales could come back later as regular timber 
sales, and Congress could also extend the Salvage 
Rider, or worse. So keep fighting! 



The Caraco Cat “salvage" sale and its drag lines through a plantation (old clearcut) 


Victory at Warner Creek! 


continued from page 1 

rabilia which add to the Warner saga. Others do the 
daily chores. Welcome to the Cascadia Free State. 

It's a name we wear with pride. Like the Wild 
Rockies Free State and Sucker Creek Free State, it was 
a controversial image at first. Even longtime forest 
defenders feared "confusing the issue," associating 
the struggle against deforestation with the struggle 
against hierarchy, patriarchy, capitalism, etc. But as 
we have grown, so has the name. 

Through ten months of an active road blockade 
which has spawned and assisted actions around 
Oregon, we have come to realize that the issue 
encompasses more than just the trees. As we gather 
nightly in the sunset circle, it is obvious that the 
community at the heart of the Cascadia Free State 
is inseparable from the trees at the heart of Warner 
Creek. As the original, accidental, intentional com- 
munity, we have learned that our ability to orga- 
nize and relate in new patterns, free from hierar- 
chy, patriarchy and authority, is as critical to our 
ability to stop logging as the strength of our 
lockdowns. We are growing a "sense of place," and 
trying through spirituality, ritual, and knowledge 
of the land to "reindigenate" to the Salmon and 
Salt Creek watersheds. 

The simple pleasures of wilderness living and 
basecamp culture sustain the community: chop- 
ping potatoes with sunshine on my back, wiping 
with thimbleberry leaves, shared meals, songs. Long- 
term land occupation is a new tactic for the move- 
ment in the US, and it is one with great promise. 

On the other hand, the arena of politics is offering 
more opportunities to save Warner than ever be- 
fore. Oregon Congressman Peter DeFazio's office is 
reportedly working to arrange a buy-back or trade 


for the half million board feet which the blockade 
protects on the north side of Bunchgrass Ridge. Few 
roadpeckers would agree to trade Warner for forests 
elsewhere, but there is great irony in having Thomas 
Creek, the purchaser, be compensated in a debt-for- 
timber swap relating to their timber-theft indict- 
ment. News filters in hourly that the cancellation of 
Warner North is a reality and our blockade may 
soon be a historic site with a kiosk. In addition, 
Secretary of Agriculture Glickman’s salvage direc- 
tive [ see article above] applies to the Warner South 
sale because it is within the Cornpatch inventoried 
roadless area. Moreover, the Ninth Circuit Court of 
Appeals may rule in the coming weeks that Warner 
is not covered by the Salvage Rider, in which case 
the suit would go back to Judge Hogan to be judged 
on the merits of the legal arguments that the FEIS 
violates NEPA, Option 9, and so on. 

In the afterglow of the resounding success which 
Warner verges on, claims will fly about who is to 
blame and who deserves credit. Those of us who 
have lived on the hill know that no matter whose 
name signs the dotted line, the trees of Warner are 
standing today because we have been there. We not 
only delayed the logging, we were the pressure that 
ultimately forced a resolution. Even if political 
solutions materialize, we have learned the hard way 
from the Salvage Rider that legislative victories are 
precarious. Who would have imagined nearly 11 
months ago that the trees of Warner would be 
standing under the authority of a ragtag group of 
hippies and punks? The Cascadia Forest Defenders 
continue to enforce the people's temporary re- 
straining order on government lawlessness and 
corporate greed. In solidarity with the free states 
across the Pacific Northwest and beyond, long live 
Warner Creek! 


Do-It-Yourself Criminal 
Defense Under The Salvage 
Rider: Some Possibilities 

Following a protest with 28 arrests at the Red-90 
Salvage Sale in Linn County, Oregon, an affinity 
group defended itself in court against criminal tres- 
pass charges. Although no verdict has been reached 
for the majority as yet, some interesting arguments 
were raised that deserve exposure and discussion. 

First, one protester’s charges were dismissed be- 
cause the police failed to follow the correct process in 
his arrest. This is always a possibility, especially in 
mass arrests where the police can get sloppy. In this 
case, they failed to inform the protester of the charges 
against him in writing. (There were a number of 
other procedural deficiencies that weren 't reached by 
the court. For example, Freddie couldn't even figure 
out WHICH closure was violated, number 192 or 
194!) However, dismissal by way of procedural de- 
fenses fails to promote the reasons for the original 
arrest: to expose misfeasance and wrongdoing by the 
Forest Service in its "salvage" program. For this rea- 
son, procedural defenses were rejected by the re- 
mainder of the Red-90 protesters. 

Second, and more substantially, the remaining group 
argued that the forest closure and the enforcement of 
that closure were a violation of the First Amendment 
rights of Free Speech and Assembly. This argument 
was successful used to gain dismissal of charges for 
one protester not associated with Red-90. Specifically, 
the Judge held that the closure was "unconstitution- 
ally overbroad, coverjed] an excessive area, and 
burdenjed] more speech than is necessary..." This 
argument was used by some Red-90 protesters. Oth- 
ers also argued that because they were arrested a full 
mile from the timber sale, and well outside any then- 
existing closure, that their arrest was illegal. Although 
this type of argument has the potential to be fact- 
specific (i.e. YOU might be arrested in a sale unit, while 
your friend was arrested on the road a mile away), it 
attacks the heart of the Forest Service's policy of 
throwing a closure on any controversial timber sale. 
We can and should argue that logging on public lands 
is a public issue, and the public must have the opportu- 
nity to observe and protest these activities. Applying 
closures to prevent public participation is arbitrary 
and capricious, and only benefits corporations to the 
detriment of the public at large. 

Third, the Red-90 protesters argued that the Sal- 
vage Rider violated the Separation of Powers doctrine 
of the US Constitution. Basically, because the Salvage 
Rider congressionally released old timber sales that 
had been protected by the courts, Congress over- 
stepped its bounds and usurped the Contitutionally- 
granted powers of the judiciary. This is also an 
effective argument, because all too often court deci- 
sions are whitewashed and hung out to dry by 
Congress and state legislatures, resulting in ever- 
diminishing power for the supposedly politically 
"neutral" court system. 

The Salvage Rider also violates the separation of 
governmental powers for new salvage sales by de- 
nying people all rights to seek judicial review for 
these sales. Without the protection afforded by the 
right to judicial review, the entire program is un- 
constitutional because the entire judicial branch 
of the government has been excluded from the 
process. 

Finally, the protesters have claimed that the Sal- 
vage Rider is unconstitutional because it hides its true 
purpose behind the rhetoric of "salvage," and there- 
fore violates the Public Trust Doctrine. However, this 
is a slightly weaker argument, because courts are 
reluctant to override the findings of an elected Con- 
gress, as well as reluctant to extend the Public Trust 
Doctrine to National Forests. Nevertheless, it is im- 
portant to us as activists to show that the emperor is 
wearing no clothes, and that "salvage" is just another 
reason to destroy healthy ancient forests. 

Of course, it is important to remember in defend- 
ing oneself in court that the attitude of the judge will 
be the biggest factor in determining your guilt and 
ultimate sentence. Always be courteous, even if the 
judge isn't, but don't be afraid to stick to your guns. 

And while you are in court, never forget whom you 
are representing: the forests, streams, and all their 
inhabitants. 
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Green\\ashJuggern aut Invades Maine : 

Clearcut Initiative Getting PRed to Death 


by Ron Huber 

The multinational forest eaters are raging in im- 
potent fury as Maine Earth First!, the Maine Greens 
and an aroused Maine citizenry struggle to cast the 
taming aura of a ban (yes, RAN!) on clearcutting 
over the timber beasts via the ballot this November. 

Like a silicon-and-steel octopus, the many-ten- 
tacled timberbeast and its political puppets are 
defensively spewing gouts of black propaganda into 
the Maine noosphere, trying to cloud the minds of 
the people as they work behind the scenes to under- 
cut the popular will. 

You'd think these clowns had learned not to mess 
with Maine Earth First! by now. But, still groggy 
from the EF!/Sierra Club/Conservation Law Foun- 
dation triple suckerpunch that decked them for 
trying to build a GATT-port on the wild Maine coast 
(see March-April, 1996 Journal), Maine Governor 
Angus (Aimless) King and his puppet master 
Multinazis are mounting a last gasp offensive to try 
to force GATF-chains onto the Dawn State. 

Aimless has tied his political fortunes to aiding 
and abetting Big... Everything! He's never met a 
forest-killing, water-polluting, land-abusing or free- 
dom-shrinking corporation that he didn't like, at 
least those smart enough to donate to his re-election 
fund. 

But because Earth First! and the eco-yups have 
checkmated about every one of his dark designs to 
benefit big biz on the necks of Wild Maine lately, the 
King's sweating buckets over the prospect of an- 
other loss — of becoming just another one-term 
chump, abandoned by the money masters for not 
delivering natural Maine up to them. 

No, Aimless ain't into that.. He'll do anything to 
stay in the good graces of the timber beasts, who are 
slobbering with fear over the prospect of actually 
being regulated in Maine. Its up to you and I, 
compadres, to keep the little weasel from succeed- 
ing. (Apologies to genus Mustela for such a rude 
comparison.) 

The vast interior forests known as the Maine 
Woods have been brutally battered by International 
Paper, Champion International, Bowater, Georgia 
Pacific, Boise Cascade and their kin, especially since 
the Reagan/Watt infection of the early/mid 1980s. 

The first massive clearcutting and murder of the 
Maine Woods’ spruce/fir/hemlock and oak/maple 
forested plateaus and mountains is recorded in 
American legend as the start of Paul Bunyan's kill- 
ing spree across the North Woods, a century or more 
ago. Their hunger unslakeable, Bunyan's evil spawn 
have now returned to the East, driving fellerbunchers 
instead of blue oxen in a merciless swath from 
Alabama to Maine. And once again, our duly elected 
leaders are gleefully selling out their homelands for 
a fistful of unholy silver. 

In the wake of the shocking (to them) ease with 
which the Maine Greens got the 52,000-plus signa- 
tures needed to put the ban on the ballot, Big Chip 
has hired San Francisco-based initiative crusher 
Winner, Wagner, Mendaback (WWM) to carry out 
a no-holds-barred disinformation campaign. 

The Waggies are using the same emotion-charged, 
fact-free approach they used in Maine a few years 
back to try (unsuccessfully!) to ram through a mea- 
sure widening the Maine Turnpike for the greater 
ease of the timber trade. Like their earlier spew, their 
current "Fear the Greens, Fear the Ban" media 
offensive has been short on facts and long on 
divisiveness. 

And, so far, highly successful. Drenching all news- 
papers, radio and television in Maine with a 60-day 
hate speech PR barrage, WWM's social engineers 
have managed to drive the Ban's poll numbers from 
70 percent approval down to 30 percent; even 
"progressive" Mainers are asking themselves, “Hey, 
maybe sparing the Maine Woods from the rapa- 
cious scumbags isn't such a great idea after all," 
(fade to warm fuzzy blur over jobs, to black). 

Knowing that they could not find fault with the 
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initiative, which simply brings local control of the 
Maine Woods back to the citizens of Maine after 100 
years of absentee landlords, WWM decided to stick 
to fearmongering. "Dangerous," "deceptive," "dras- 
tic," "devastate" and "damage" are the words that 
WWM researchers decided they would substitute 
for "facts." No refutation of a single clause of the 
citizen's initiative would be attempted, as none was 
possible. 

But WWM, through their cookie-cutter imitation 
grassroots group, Citizens for a Healthy Forest & 
Economy (CHFE), has no interest in facts, only in 
winning for their clients. Like other imitation 
citizen's groups, CHFE has no meetings, asks no 
help of their "coalition" members but their names 
and affiliations, and presumably got its sudden 
"10,000" members by purchasing membership lists 
from paper corp sympathizer organizations, as is 
common in their racket. 

Winner, Wagner, Mendaback has also been busy 
rounding up buyable forestry academics to further 
their disinformation. One of their most laughable 
efforts has been the hiring of retired Yale forestry 
professor David Smith, to attack the ban publicly. 
Smith's textbook The Practice of Silviculture has been 
"used worldwide since the 60's," according to the 
WWM PR flacks, who sought to use this as evidence 
of his credibility. 

But Smith is therefore responsible for the terrible 
overcutting that has ruined forest ecosystems around 
the nation and around the globe. Cutover, bleeding 
Montana, the vanishing hardwood forests of Ten- 
nessee, Alabama and Georgia, the brutalized 


rainforests of Brazil, the destruction of old-growth 
forests of Oregon and Washington are all the fruits 
of Professor Smith's teachings. If there were an 
International Environmental War Crimes Tribunal, 
there would be warrants for Professor Smith's arrest 
at all national borders. Hardly a credible critic! 

The Governor and the Clearcutters have also 
euchred Maine's biggest, plumpest eco-yuppie out- 
fits, Natural Resources Council of Maine and Maine 
Audubon Society, into embracing an industry-gen- 
erated "alternative" to the ban and reform. No one 
knows what size the bribes were, but both groups are 
hailing the proposed (voluntary) restrictions and 
"self audits" that the paper companies have ad- 
vanced as the painless, meaningless alternative to 
the real defanging of the rapacious timberswine 
that the ban will carry out. Happily, Sierra Club's 
Maine Chapter has joined Earth First! and the Maine 
Greens in support of the ban on clearcutting, prov- 
ing that not all mainstreamers are created equal. 

So, the beat goes on, day by day, punch by 
counterpunch, to some strange crescendo this No- 
vember on election day... 

What you can do: Come join the battle. All kinds 
of strategizin', organizin', demonstratin' and 
fundraisin' are needed. You know the drill... If ya 
can't get to Maine, send yer ideas, soundbites and 
factoids on the forest rapers' antics in other parts of 
the country, interesting direct action tactics and, of 
course, all your money to us. Yup, cash in your 
stocks and CDs, stick it in an envelope and mail it to 
Maine Earth First!, RR2 Box 370, Verona Island, 
Maine 04416; (207) 469-2552. 


Clayoquot Clearcut 
for Phone Books 


May 2, two protesters from 
Rainforest Action Network and 
Greenpeace risked their lives to get 
this message out to the public in San 
Francisco. It's simple: Stop clearcut- 
ting ancient rainforest to make 
phone books. 

Pacific Bell prints its phone books 
on paper made from old-growth 
trees. A spokesman for MacMillan 
Bloedel, PacBell's paper supplier, re- 
cently told the Vancouver Sun, "all 
pulp and paper from BC's coasts are 
made from old growth. Eighty-five 
percent of the trees MacMillan 
Bloedel cuts are old growth." 

For nearly three years environmen- 
talists, recycling organizations, Hol- 
lywood stars and local governments 
have asked PacBell to stop using old- 
growth rainforest pulp to print 
throw-away phone books. Tens of 
thousands of PacBell customers have 
also contacted the company asking 
for change. 

PacBell purchases about 29,000 
tons of paper each year from 
MacMillan Bloedel, the biggest 
clearcutter of British Columbia's 
ancient forests and the main com- 
pany logging Clayoquot Sound, a 
650,000-acre temperate rainforest 
on the west side of Vancouver Is- 
land and one of North America's 
last intact tracts of temperate 
rainforest. 



photo by Marika Holmgren 



< % Bivalves Eat Pesticides in ME and VA 


F rom coast to coast, our double- 
shelled friends are having a 
rough go of it. A century or 
more ago, your average clam, oyster, 
scallop, quahog or mussel could ex- 
pect a long and happy life, sucking 
chow from the water and blowing 
eggs 'n' sperm at each other at regular 
intervals, for 50 years or more. 

It was a good life, sowing yer wild oats 
as zooplankton for a while and then 
settling down into the sweet gooey mud, 
or onto something solid and rocky, if 
that was yer karma. Sure, ya might get 
munched by a lobster or seagull or toad- 
fish, but hey, c'est la web... 

But now, those damn humans are 
not only disappearing as many of these 
bottom dwellers as they can, but they're 
poisoning them, too! Millions are feared 
dead as industrial tomato interests en- 
gage in chemical warfare to "cleanse" 
Virginia's eastern shore of all things 
wild, hoping to transform the penin- 
sula into a vast tomato plantation. 

The tomato barons employ "plasti- 
culture" by covering mile-long, drip- 
irrigated raised beds with plastic sheet- 
ing, insert tomato seedlings. Then they 
drench the whole mess with pesticides 
up to 28 times per season. The tomato 
barons call their methods "the best 
way, the most ecological of any," ac- 
cording to the Washington Post. All 


that plastic causes rain to zip right off 
the fields and into the estuaries, carry- 
ing a deadly load of esfenvalerate, 
azinphosmethyl, endosulfan and other 
yuck into the water. Nasty, nasty stuff! 

Lemme tell ya, suck some of that 
stuff up your snout and you ain't long 
for this world. Plus, all the baby clams 
croak, along with the little bitty plank- 
ton critters that support the whole 
living ball of wax. Dead. 

What's worse, the tomato fields are 
graded to shed water quickly. Mega- 
tons of topsoil get washed off the 
fields from all that bare soil between 
the sheets of plastic. 

Mark Luckenback, director of the 
Eastern Shore laboratory of the Vir- 
ginia Institute of Marine Science, told 
the press, "We can't even wait until 
we get funding to study this. It’s just 
attracting too much attention. " When 
the eggheads are riled, you know that 
there's gotta be a problem. So all you 
Virginians reading this here story, 
break out your pencils and paper and 
tell your elected representatives to do 
something. 

If you just bellyache enough, they'll 
probably do something. Tell 'em it's 
killing the shrimp, crabs and oysters, 
and if they don't do something about 
it, you’ll hold them responsible this 
November. 


This herbicide and pesticide inten- 
sive industry is killing the clams of 
eastern Maine. First, they start off by 
clearcutting forests. Then they turn 
'em into mile upon square mile of 
blueberry barrens. Next, to keep the 
native species from reclaiming their 
shattered homes, they apply heavy 
doses of broad spectrum herbicides 
and other noxious chemicals. Then it 
rains, and all that toxic crap gets 
washed down to the sea. The immedi- 
ate result is that the clam's eggs and 
sperm get all screwed up. 

Soon you start finding clams with 
double snouts, twisted livers and other 
mutations. Eventually, there ain't no 
clams at all. As time passes, the toxic 
junk gets buried under the gradual 
accumulation of fresh silt, so when- 
ever clams do make it to adulthood 
and burrow deeper into the mud, they 
run into this buried poison and die 
anyway. The following year, they spray 
more poison on more "wild" blue- 
berry fields. Then ARRGH! There's 

only one thing we can do, and that's 
to stop the bastards from spraying 
poison on the blueberries. How? 

First off, boycott "wild" blueberries 
and tell your grocer why. "Wild blue- 
berries," unless marked organic, are 
still full of pesticides, both on the skin 
and in the flesh. 


Next, write or call Pillsbury, General 
Mills or any of the food companies 
that put so-called "wild blueberries" 
in their pancake mixes and cereals. 
They're ALL pesticide rich, and many 
a clam has died to bring you those 
poisonous blue blobs. Tell them you're 
not gonna buy their products unless 
they start using organic berries. The 
addresses and 800 numbers are on the 
boxes. (No! don't buy the stuff, read it 
in the grocery store and write it down!) 

Meanwhile, Maine's clamhuggers are 
hatching plans to put an end to the 
use of herbicides on blueberry fields, 
including gathering signatures to put 
a BAN on aerial spraying on the next 
year's Maine ballot. Our signature- 
gathering drive was successful in get- 
ting a ban on clearcutting onto the 
ballot for this November's vote. On- 
ward! While this vital shred of partici- 
pative democracy yet exists. 

Volunteers and $$ needed. If ya 
wanna get involved, call or write to 
C.L.E.A.N. (Coalition for a Livable 
Environment in Alliance with Nature), 
FOB 186, Jonesboro ME 04648; 
(207)434-6228. Nancy Oden, Maine's 
toughest, meanest, citizen anti-pesti- 
cide activist, who's running that out- 
fit, will put you and/or your $$ to 
good use. 

— Maine Coastwatch! 
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ESA Moratorium Lifted? Don’t Bet the Farm On It! 


by Marty Bergoffen 

The ESA moratorium started April 
10, 1995 when Congress rescinded 
$1.5 million and ordered the US Fish 
and Wildlife Service (FWS) to halt all 
work on listing endangered species 
and designating critical habitat. This 
incomprehensible swipe at biodiver- 
sity protection left 243 species in 
limbo. Congressional Republicans 
had hoped to use the moratorium to 
pressure the Clinton Administration 
to sign a bill revising and weakening 
the law. They were forced to drop 
this strategy in the face of an intense 
public opinion backlash against at- 
tacks on our environmental laws. 
After repeated budget fights through 
April 1996, the moratorium seemed 
to be lifted when President Clinton 
signed an Omnibus Spending Bill that 
took effect on April 26. However, for 
the time being, Clinton's slippery cro- 
nies at FWS have avoided taking any 
real action. They "prioritize" actions 
such that most species are put on the 
back burner until neglect forces them 
to extinction. 

Setting up the public for a massive 
greenwashing within days of the 
moratorium's being lifted, FWS pub- 
lished two decisions in the Federal 
Register designed to placate environ- 
mentalists into believing that the ESA 
was again in full force. Two western 
species, the marbled murrelet and the 
red-legged frog, were granted ESA pro- 
tection. The red-legged frog was listed 
as threatened on May 23, 1996, and 
the marbled murrelet had critical habi- 
tat designated on May 24. 

In 1865, when Mark Twain made 
the red-legged frog famous in his 
story, "The Celebrated Jumping Frog 
of Calaveras County, " they were com- 
mon along riverbeds and the banks of 
coastal creeks. Their habitat ranged 
from Baja California to Marin County 
and as far inland as Redding. In the 
late 1800s, as many as 80,000 red- 
legged frogs a year were harvested to 
supply restaurants with frog-legs. As 
red-legged numbers declined, bull- 
frogs were imported to supply the 
market. The non-native bullfrogs, 
however, further threatened the red- 
legged frogs by eating their eggs. Due 
to diminishing habitat and threats 
from pesticide use, today only three 
populations of red-legged frogs boast 
more than 350 adults. Although the 


"threatened" listing is considerably 
late and should probably be "endan- 
gered," hopefully this action will pro- 
vide sufficient protection to ensure 
the survival of the red-legged frog. 

On May 24, in response to a three- 
year-old federal court order, the FWS 
also designated critical habitat in Cali- 
fornia, Oregon and Washington for 
the threatened marbled murrelet. The 
vast majority of the designated lands 
already have limited protection un- 
der the Northwest Forest Plan, but 
865,000 acres of state and private 
timber lands will receive stronger pro- 
tection because of the critical habitat 
designation. Just over one percent of 
the critical habitat — about 48,000 
acres — is privately owned and was 
the subject of an irascible California 
congressional delegation's failed at- 
tempt to exclude it from ESA protec- 
tion. The FWS indicated it only in- 
cluded private lands that have the 
greatest value to murrelets, and em- 
phasized that none of the lands open 
to logging under the Northwest For- 
est Plan have been made part of des- 
ignated habitat. A total of 248 out of 
1,161 (over 20 percent) documented 
forest stands where the murrelets are 
known to nest were not included 
within the critical habitat, leaving 
many known pairs of nesting 
murrelets at the mercy of Federal land 
managers eager to cut down 
ancient forests. 

However, the Wily Waffly 
President Clinton has found 
a way to keep ESA listings 
under wraps, at least until 
after the election. 

While FWS was seemingly 
enforcing the ESA with re- 
newed vigor, it was actually 
pulling the old bait-and- 
switch pull-the-wool-over- 
your-eyes by shutting down 
the rest of its ESA enforce- 
ment program. A three-tiered 
priority system appeared in 
the Federal Register, first as a 
proposal then as a final policy 
(for full text, see 61 Fed. Reg. 

24722, May 16, 1996). The 
system relegates proposed 
listings and critical habitat 
designations to lowest prior- 
ity by requiring FWS to finish 
all pending final listings first. 

More specifically, the first 
tier of the priority system is 


emergency listings. These consist of 
species that are in imminent danger of 
extinction. The second tier consists of 
final decisions on proposed listings. 
The FWS is requiring that all work on 
final listings be completed before tak- 
ing on the tasks in the third tier, 
which includes all other listing ac- 
tions: reclassification, delisting, new 
proposed listings, 90-day findings, and 
critical habitat designation. 

This priority system is flawed in a 
number of ways. First and foremost, 
by putting the majority of decisions 
to be made at a lower priority, FWS is 
setting itself up for a huge backlog in 
the future. By the time the first two 
tiers are completed, which will prob- 
ably take years, the species and habi- 
tat in the third tier will have suffered 
accelerating losses and could face 
extinction. 

Moreover, nothing in the ESA sug- 
gests that any single part of the pro- 
cess is more important. By placing 
final listings above habitat protection 
and proposed listings, FWS is creating 
a false hierarchy of protection efforts. 
In fact, the ESA itself states that critical 
habitat is to be designated at the time of 
listing, except in extraordinary circum- 
stances. Habitat destruction is by far 
the biggest threat to endangered spe- 
cies, and the FWS argument that habi- 
tat protection is a lower priority is a 


pathetic attempt to uphold Clinton's 
de facto policy of not making critical 
habitat designations unless litigation 
forces FWS is forced to do. 

What's worse, the interim policy 
has a special section devoted to screw- 
ing species currently under litigation. 
This section was put in because the 
Fish and Wildlife Service is very aware 
that the courts are the only real path 
to species protection. The policy states 
that no species currently under litiga- 
tion will be assigned a priority cat- 
egory for listing as threatened or en- 
dangered. In other words, the FWS 
won't list a species or designate criti- 
cal habitat unless ordered to so by a 
federal judge. 

Obviously, Clinton is again trying 
to play both sides of the coin, pander- 
ing to both beltway environmental- 
ists and earth-raping corporations. 
This double-edged sword leaves a large 
percentage of imperiled species un- 
protected, and it is up to the grassroots 
to unravel this mess and ensure full 
protection for all species, not just the 
all-consuming hairless bipeds. 

So get out there in the field, forest or 
ocean and find the species in your 
ecosystems that are imperiled. Get help 
from a local scientist or biodiversity 
activist. Write an ESA petition, and be 
prepared to follow up when the FWS 
invariably denies your petition. 



ESA Reauthorization Dead Again: ENHA Lives On 


by Marty Bergoffen - 

The Endangered Species Act (ESA) has been due 
for reauthorization and amendment since 1991, but 
its lackluster backers in Congress have yet to find 
the political will to undertake such a controversial 
task. On the other hand, the good news is that ESA- 
bashers like Richard Pombo (R-CA) and Don Young 
(R-AK) have had their noses bloodied in attempting 
to repeal or gut the ESA. ESA reauthorization efforts 
are dead again this year. 

House Speaker Newt Gingrich has put on hold 
efforts to reform the Endangered Species Act (ESA) 
because "Republicans don’t have enough votes to 
rewrite the [Act] partly because environmentalists 
have painted critics of the law as extremists." In a 
June speech to 400 members of the Alliance for 
America, Gingrich told loggers, ranchers, and min- 
ers they must be patient and build broader support 
among suburban Republican members of Congress 
to weaken environmental regulations and beef up 
private property rights. Gingrich said advocates of 
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a weakened ESA have been outmaneuvered by na- 
tional environmental organizations and the Clinton 
administration, which "has made a calculated deci- 
sion to use the environment as a political tool with 
no regard for the facts." Gingrich suggested that the 
key to passing legislation to gut the ESA will be the 
ability of western and rural Republicans to sway 
more moderate GOP members from the East Coast, 
such as James Saxton of New Jersey (see below). 
Richard Pombo, who has lead the effort to gut the 
ESA, said he still hopes to pass a bill this year. 

Representative Saxton has also ended his efforts 
to introduce a compromise ESA bill. Earlier this 
year, he conducted meetings with industries such 
as Georgia Pacific and certain "environmental" 
groups in order to draft a bill acceptable to both 
sides; this led to a massive rupture among the 
Endangered Species Coalition (EDC) and the ejec- 
tion of Environmental Defense Fund and others 
from the ESC (see Beltane 1996, Journal for details). 
Still, Saxton, like Gingrich, has seen the political 
writing on the wall and realized that pushing an 


ESA bill in such a hotly contested election year 
could spell political suicide. So while there will be 
no "compromise" on the ESA this year, Saxton has 
promised to release a "working draft" of the 
measure in a few weeks and assemble a post- 
election forum to discuss the proposal. 

Meanwhile, the ESC continues to assemble sup- 
port for its Endangered Natural Heritage Act (ENHA), 
the most hopeful ESA bill yet (also described in detail 
in Beltane 1996). With the endorsement of over 200 
environmental groups and coalitions, ENHA has 
gathered a huge amount of grassroots support, which 
is proving extremely hard for Beltway enviros and 
politicos to ignore. While nothing will happen with 
ENHA this year, continued support and the drafting 
of legislative language gives the bill a strong founda- 
tion for next year's undoubtedly ugly fight over ESA 
reauthorization. Given the recent turmoil in Wash- 
ington, DC, anything is possible, including maybe 
even passing ENHA or something like it. 

Marty Bergoffen is an out-of-work lawyer currently 
passing time in Thailand. 





Southern California Charts Course for Species Extinction 


by Craig Beneville 

"I'm... hopeful that this effort will equip our 
entire nation to deal more effectively and sensibly 
with two conflicting goals, species preservation 
and economic development." This is from Donald 
Bren, chairman of the Irvine Company, the deveb 
opment leviathan which owns a full 20 percent of 
Orange County's land base. The occasion of this 
grandiose statement was the July 17 signing cer- 
emony of the first reserve system under the Natural 
Communities Conservation Planning Act (NCCP). 

Few people outside of southern California are 
familiar with the NCCP program, yet, as Bren 
indicates, NCCP is being touted by both industry 
and the Clinton Administration as the future of 
the Endangered Species Act (ESA). Regrettably, a 
few mainstream environmental groups are also 
endorsing the program, 
over the strenu- 
ous objections of 
grassroots activ- 
ists. 

Under the ESA, 
two basic provi- 
sions allow ex- 
emptions from its 
regulations. If the 
project in question in- 
cludes federal involvement, 
one can obtain an exemption under 
Section 7 of the act. Private landhold- 
ers, however, are largely excluded from 
such rulings. Instead, they apply for ex- 
emptions under Section 10(a) of the act, by creat- 
ing what is known as a Habitat Conservation Plan 
(HCP). The NCCP program, law in California 
since 1991, is an extension of the HCP process 
that is supposed to focus on preserving entire 
ecosystems, rather than individual species as HCPs 
do. NCCP is a "cooperative" venture; private land- 
owners voluntarily dedicate their land to a reserve 
system, in exchange for carte blanche develop- 
ment rights elsewhere. 

High-level government officials, including Sec- 
retary of Interior Bruce Babbitt, signed the agree- 
ment with the Irvine Co., creating a 37,000-acre 
reserve in central and coastal Orange County, 
California. This is the first of 12 such reserves 
currently being planned — the largest conservation 
planning venture ever undertaken in the US. Irvine 
Co. lands make up 21,000 acres of this total; the 
rest of the reserve is comprised mostly of national 
forest and state and county parks. 

Although the plan sounds good on the surface, 
even a cursory look at its inner components reveals 
that it will severely threaten southern California's 
endangered habitats. The final reserve plan "pre- 
serves" only 55 percent of the area's coastal sage 
scrub ecosystem, habitat for the threatened Cali- 
fornia gnatcatcher. Even this habitat is not sacro- 
sanct under the plan; the reserve allows 
roadbuilding, golf course construction, building of 
hiking and equestrian trails, mining, landfill op- 
erations and, on 10,000 acres of Irvine Co. land, 
cattle grazing for the next 25 years. 

A third of the reserve is on public lands. In 
effect, the reserve is a public lands mitigation 
bank for private developers. Over 8,300 acres of 
these public lands are in county parks, which 
Orange County recently mortgaged to pay off its 
bankruptcy debts; their future as viable habitat 
reserves is tenuous at best. 

The Irvine Co. holdings which make up most of 
the rest of the reserve consist largely of 
undevelopable cliff faces and lands previously set 
aside as mitigation for previous developments. In 
fact, 85 percent of the Irvine Co. lands in the 
reserve system were already designated "open 
space" at the time of the NCCP program's incep- 
tion. It is a sad testimony that conservationists 
were only able to wheedle 3,000 acres from the 
Irvine Co., which gained unfettered development 
rights to over 60,000 acres of land in exchange — 
less than one acre preserved for every 20 devel- 


oped. It is even more disgusting that these same 
conservationists are now claiming victory, and 
promoting the program as a solution to the attack 
on the ESA by property rights fanatics. 

Experienced Endangered Species Act (ESA) 
litigators, such as Jasper Carlton of the Biodiversity 
Legal Foundation, condemn the plan. "The Clinton 
Administration [a key backer of the NCCP pro- 
gram] is systematically pulling the teeth of the ESA 
tiger," Carlton said. He is dismayed at the large- 
scale habitat destruction the NCCP plan and other 
HCP plans permit, destruction that undermines 

the recovery of threatened 
and endangered species. 
"Recovery is the crux of 
the Endangered Species 
Act," Carlton said. "These 
plans are nothing more 
than a license for indus- 
trial landowners to drive 
species to extinction." 

One of the nastiest provi- 
sions of the NCCP plan is 
the "No Surprises" clause. 
Under this policy, once a 
landowner signs a conser- 
vation agreement s/he is 
exempt from ESA regula- 
tions. This exemption holds 
even if future research de- 
termines that the plan is wholly 
inadequate to protect the intended species. 
Research could find that a hundred species 
would go extinct because of the plan and yet 
the only recourse the Fish and Wildlife Service has 
under "No Surprises" is to offer a buyout or ask the 
landowner to amend the plan. The odds of either 
happening are extremely slim. 

"No Surprises" is not unique to the NCCP pro- 
cess. Babbitt initiated it last year, along with a raft 
of other policy changes designed to make the ESA 
"user friendly" (that is, toothless). All new HCPs 
are incorporating the policy, which has been 
roundly condemned by the scientific community. 
Conservationists, led by the Spirit of the Sage 
Council and the Biodiversity Legal Foundation, 
have filed notice of intent to sue over the "No 
Surprises" policy. 

Babbitt has touted the NCCP program for the last 
few years as a "model" for the future of the ESA. He 
emphasized this theme at the opening ceremony. "I 
think it did take a miracle to get us all here," Babbitt 
told the gathering. "This really does amount to an 
entirely new chapter in conservation history." 

Babbitt is not alone in this view. National envi- 
ronmental groups such as the Environmental De- 
fense Fund, World Wildlife Fund and the Nature 
Conservancy (which as the appointed manager of 
the Irvine Co. reserve lands has a monetary interest 
in the plan) have praised NCCP, and support ESA 
reauthorization legislation modelled after it. This 
legislation, sponsored by Congressman James 
Saxton (R-NJ), prompted a letter from internation- 


ally known conservation biologist Dr Michael Soule 
excoriating both HCPs and NCCP. 

In the letter Soule said, "[T]he credibility of... 
Habitat Conservation Plans and.... NCCP is rapidly 
slipping, particularly among biologists... [NCCPs] 
are developer driven, not science driven. Indepen- 
dent scientific review has been dismissed, there is a 
lack of monitoring and enforcement of agreements, 
developers end up (effectively) being in charge of 
zoning changes, and they dictate the prices to be 
paid by jurisdictions for the proposed protected 
areas... In summary, NCCPs are being recognized as 
a mixed blessing at best, and as harmful to biodiver- 
sity at worst, and probably as a rule. If the existence 
of these new land-use mechanisms helps to justify 
a weakening of the ESA, then we will have a disaster 
for biodiversity, indeed." 

Particularly nauseating is the role of local con- 
servationists in propping up the NCCP plan. The 
excruciatingly moderate Endangered Habitats 
League (EHL), propped up by large grants from 
the World Wildlife Fund, and the Laguna 
Greenbelt have been the most visible environ- 
mental collaborators in the plan. Dan Silver, head 
of the EHL, was at the opening ceremony. He 
stated, "The main message is that the Endangered 
Species Act works. It was flexible. It allowed people 
to reach consensus." 

The immediate question that comes to mind is, 
"It allowed whom to reach consensus?" Certainly 
not Leeona Klippstein of the Spirit of the Sage 
Council, or Gordon Ruser of the Sierra Club or Jean 
Jenks of the Audubon Society or any number of 
other local conservationists who oppose the plan. 

The Endangered Habitats League's involvement 
in the NCCP process is strangely reminiscent of the 
advice of Ronald Duchin, senior vice-president of 
the public relations firm Mongoven, Biscoe and 
Duchin. As quoted in Toxic Sludge is Good for You! 
Lies Damn Lies and the Public Relations Industry by 
John Stauber and Sheldon Rampton, Duchin ex- 
plained how his firm works to divide and conquer 
activist movements. "[There is] a three-step strat- 
egy: (1) isolate the radicals; (2) 'cultivate' the ide- 
alists and 'educate' them into becoming realists; 
then (3) co-opt the realists into agreeing with 
industry." 

As Stauber and Rampton explain, "Since at least 
the days of Aristotle, practitioners of the art of 
rhetoric have understood that an endorsement 
from their opponent carries more persuasive power 
than anything they can say themselves." And so it 
is that the EHL, with the help of some of the 
nation's largest environmental groups, is approv- 
ing industry's destruction of the Endangered Spe- 
cies Act, and marginalizing those groups and indi- 
viduals who have the forthrightness to honor the 
biological bottom line of our imperiled native 
wildlife. 

For more information, to get involved or to send 
copious amounts of much needed cash, contact 
the Spirit of the Sage Council at POB 77027-102, 
Pasadena, CA 91107; (310) 946-9463. 


Highway 162 Derailed! 


by Randy Ghent 

Rank-and-file environmentalists were pissed that 
California's Mendocino National Forest would 
get a big, bad road through it, a revamped High- 
way 162. Why the road? Ostensibly it was for 
transportation convenience and to promote eco- 
nomic revitalization through tourism. Seasoned 
activists believe it was really to allow the bulldoz- 
ing, asphalt-spewing juggernaut known as the 
California Department of Transportation (Cal- 
Trance) to justify its budget and enable trucks to 
haul corporate junk food between Interstate 5 
and Highway 101. 

The good news is that the proposal to pave and 
upgrade Highway 162 was stopped, thanks in 
large part to the work of local activists. Anti-162 
activist Corey Miller learned from anonymous 


sources in Caltrans that the over two dozen well- 
reasoned, articulate letters from around the coun- 
try, largely generated by Arcata's Alliance for a 
Paving Moratorium, presented Caltrans with the 
problem of "environmental opposition." 

The agency instead parlayed Highway 162's 
funds to southern California for a road in 
Twenty-Nine Palms. Who said, "All our victo- 
ries are temporary and our losses are perma- 
nent"? Shifting road-project funds attest to the 
need for statewide moratoriums on new roads 
in every state. 

Aside from the general environmental prob- 
lems posed by roads, Highway 162 would have 
fragmented old-growth habitat, required exten- 
sive logging, and contributed to erosion, sedi- 
mentation and pollution of the Middle Fork Eel 
River, Black Butte River and Cold Creek. 
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Clinton Fiddles While Redwoods Fall 


since. "Endiku" climbed about 80 feet into a large Douglas fir, placing 
himself directly in the fall path of an ancient redwood tree. Areata EF! 
organizer Josh Brown ; estimating the upslope redwood's age at 
between 800 and 1,000 years, is sure that "if they fell it, they'll kill 
him." Fortunately, other things were on Endiku's mind; as he rose 
into the fog, he was heard to exclaim, "Man, it's so beautiful up 
there!" The group hopes to maintain the tree-sitting and slow down 
logging operations until reinforcements arrive. More direct action in 
580 can be expected soon! 

_ Meanwhile, negotiations with 

Clinton's subordinates are being actively 
&lj undermined by Maxxam Corporation, 
ki Sypjjp fa , parent company of PL. Pacific Lumber 

l 1 has h> re d a well-connected Sacramento 

mmm > public relations firm to fabricate a bo- 

■ " gus "coalition" to "save" Headwaters; 


by Hugh Morose 

On July 8, Pacific Lumber Company began felling ancient red- 
woods near Owl Creek Grove in Headwaters Forest. Their plan, 
commonly called "580," calls for clearcutting 135 acres of residual 
old growth. One of the clearcut units directly adjoins the unlogged 
portion of Owl Creek protected by a permanent injunction ob- 
tained by the Environmental Protection Information Center (EPIC) 
in 1995. With lightning speed, Pacific Lumber (PL) has already 
devastated almost all of the units ex- 
cept the area where logging is not cur- !j£2S5,h ~7~~ 

rently allowed because it is marbled |Q& ' 5 ■ r ; '%> ; 

murrelet breeding season. After breed- . v U& 

ing season ends on September 15, log- -:'Gi If; 

gers will be cutting right up to the edge pffi. | , ; ,.OT 

Our experience with 580 alerts us to S. 

some of the pitfalls associated with : * J ' |j, ' ' 

relying on a corrupt political process Tfij 1 1 j 

and an easily manipulated legal sys- J ii^)l ||aa 

tern for temporary forest protection. !*' 

Under California law, Timber Harvest CS- - ; • P'flr .1 
Plans (THPs) are subject to public com- RRjJjtk' ■[ { % jR 

ment during the approval process. Al- 

though public comments almost never K/L|- ' jp ' lififf ^ 

result in a rejection of the proposed ^ f)i' f 1 ^ 

plan by the California Department of m 

Forestry (CDF), they are entered into B Hp fo L 

the official "administrative record" - I 1 


Mt. Graham Clearcut for Third Telescope 


While hearty Earth Firstlers were partying on the Jack Road in 
Idaho, the Forest Service was up to no good on Mt. Graham in 
southeastern Arizona. After illegally declaring a court injunction 
against logging to be over, the Forest Service authorized the 
University of Arizona (U of A)to finish cutting old-growth trees to 
clear the way for the third telescope on the East Peak of Mt. 
Graham. Acres of old growth, including the last habitat for the 
endangered Mt. Graham red squirrel, were lost. When this is 
added to the habitat loss from the Clark Peak fire this spring, it 
means that the red squirrel is in dire straits, and any more habitat 
loss could quickly push it to extinction. 

In April 1996 President Clinton signed legislation containing 


a "rider" that exempted the Mt. Graham telescopes from all 
cultural, religious and environmental laws. On May 24, Clinton 
passed an Executive Order saying his administration would pro- 
tect Native American sacred sites. Five days later, however, the 
Clinton administration's Department of Justice lawyer appeared 
in court in Tucson, Arizona opposing Apache and environmental 
lawyers who were trying to protect the sacred mountain and its 
endangered squirrels. 

It's time that Clinton stopped speaking out of both sides of his 
mouth and realized the holistic nature of Mt. Graham, and tells the 
Forest Service and U of A in no uncertain terms that there will be no 
more telescopes on Mt. Graham! 
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L. A. Activists Block Construction 



Early on the morning of July 2, a group 
of activists chained their bodies to bull- 
dozers excavating for the proposed Playa 
Vista and DreamWorks studio develop- 
ment in the Ballona Wetlands area, Los 
Angeles. It was an expansion of a protest 
action that began last March when a Venice 
woman chained herself to the bulldozer 
that first broke ground in the Ballona 
Wetlands area, [see "Lockdown in 
Tinseltown" in the June-July 1 996 issue of the 
Joumal-Ed] Local police and fire crews took 
over two hours to cut through the metal 
arm sheaths and handcuffs holding the 
two men and one woman to the bulldozer 
and skiploader on the site. The protesters 
were booked for trespassing and released 
on bail. 

The activists are members of the group Eco Triage- 
SOS (ET-SOS), which claims that the public has been 
effectively shut out of the political process that has 
green-lighted Playa Vista, the largest private devel- 
opment ever to be proposed in Los Angeles. ET-SOS 
is demanding to meet with Steven Spielberg and 
Robert Maguire, co-developers of the Playa Vista 
project. ET-SOS says the bulldozing was being done 
without an Environmental Impact Report, in viola- 
tion of the California Environmental Quality Act. 

Los Angeles environmentalists have pointed 
out that Playa Vista and the DreamWorks studio 


will add 50,000 residents and workers to the al- 
ready densely populated West Side, generate an 
additional ten tons of smog per day, and create 
another 200,000 daily car trips through West Los 
Angeles. "This entire area is at or near gridlock 
right now, several times a day, seven days a week," 
said ET-SOS spokesman Sean Maguire. "The devel- 
opers have no way to mitigate the traffic and 
pollution disaster they're going to dump on the 
citizens of Los Angeles. Playa Vista needs to be 
drastically re-thought. That's all we're asking. We 
think it's a reasonable request." 


Harassment Ongoing at Big Mountain 


In 1974, at the behest of the Peabody Coal Com- 
pany, Congress passed Public Law 93-531, the Re- 
location Act, requiring 10,000 traditional Dine' to 
be forcibly relocated from their homes in the Big 
Mountain area of northern Arizona. Peabody Coal 
sought to get at the rich coal deposits found at 
Black Mesa, sacred land for the Dine'. In response 
to Public Law 93-531, Dine' traditionalists filed a 
lawsuit to repeal the Relocation Act. They were 
handed the Accommodations Agreement as a settle- 
ment, which in actuality is just a continuation of 
the Relocation Act. The Accommodation Agree- 
ment is a 75-year lease being imposed upon the 
Dine people by the Hopi Tribal Council, the Na- 
vajo Nation and the US government. 

The Dine' People of Big Mountain, Arizona are 
being persecuted because of their refusal to sign the 
Accommodation Agreement. Stepped up harass- 
ment also may be due to the peoples' victory on 
March 4 when Peabody Coal Company's Kayenta 
mine permit renewal was revoked (see Journal, 
Beltane 1996). 

Harassment has been intense since the traditional 
Spring Gathering in late May, when Hopi rangers set 
up blockades on all main roads to the site. Local 
residents and supporters were searched for any 
outstanding warrants, DUl's, current registration 
and insurance. 

The worst harassment came before and during 
the two Sun Dances in July. The Hopi declared 
their reservation closed to all non-Hopi, selectively 
enforcing an exclusion law, in order to block the 
road into the Survival Camp Sun Dance. At the 
Survival Camp, both entrances were blockaded 
and many people, both locals and those who had 


traveled long distances, were denied access to the 
ceremony, including the support group Seeds of 
Peace and some young children whose parents 
were already inside and participating in the cer- 
emony. The blockades began to resemble a siege 
when Sun Dance participants were not allowed to 
leave camp for groceries or water without being 
denied re-entry. 

During the Sun Dance, armed Hopi BIA rangers 
patrolled the woods and videotaped the ceremony, 
which is strictly forbidden. During the ceremony, 
they interrupted dancers and their families when 
they were putting prayer ties on the tree. They also 
bulldozed a 100-year-old, currently used, ceremo- 
nial hogan (building) in April. 

All supporters and participants were threatened 
with a $500 fine for every day they participated in 
the Sun Dance. That threat was not carried out, but 
Sun Dance leader Leonard Crow Dog was fined 
$7,000 for "harvesting and possessing a green prod- 
uct," the Sun Dance tree. 

The Navajo Nation has also abandoned its own 
people in their resistance against forced relocation. 
Navajo Tribal President Albert Hale has told the 
resisters that "there is no alternative," that they 
must sign the third proposed Accommodation 
Agreement by December 31 or face forced eviction. 
Those who continue to resist did not participate in 
drafting the proposed agreement. 

The elders, residents and youth need you to make 
a commitment now to come and witness and ob- 
serve. If you are able to help or want more informa- 
tion, please contact Sovereign Dine Nation, PO Box 
2393, Flagstaff, AZ 86003; phone/fax (520) 522- 
8683; e-mail sdn@primenet.com. 


I/XjGixg Waxes 
on the Wayne 


by Than Hitt 

Although the history of the Wayne National For- 
est is one of subsidized industrial forestry, the tide is 
turning. For the last three years, environmentalists 
have effectively blocked all proposed timber sales on 
the Wayne. On July 9, the Buckeye Forest Council 
(BFC) of Athens, Ohio, jumped into the fray by 
pursuing a court injunction to stop the ill-named 
"Bluegrass Ridge Restoration Project," which is noth- 
ing more than two more timber sales. As a result, the 
three-year logging hiatus was extended when Judge 
Susan Dlott granted a Temporary Restraining Order 
(TRO) that prevents any damage by timbering or 
road building to the Wayne, at least until the case 
can by heard by the courts in August. 

The lawsuit focuses on inaccurate maps in the 
Forest Service's Environmental Assessment (EA) for 
the Bluegrass Ridge timber sales. After the public 
used these maps to analyze the proposed timber 
sales and to critique the project, the Forest Service 
(USFS) announced its decision to offer 422 acres for 
selective cutting and thinning. Following an unsuc- 
cessful appeal, the timber contracts were sold and 
the project was slated to begin in July, 1996. 

However, when BFC obtained the timber sale 
contract maps they learned that — surprise! — the 
sale areas are radically different than the areas repre- 
sented on the EA maps. These illegal tracts approach 
riparian zones and cover steep slopes in ways that 
were never anticipated by the public. Consequently, 
the USFS violated the NEPA process which requires 
full public participation in proposed timber sales. 
While the Forest Service publicly acknowledged the 
map discrepancies, it indicated no interest in com- 
plying with the National Environmental Policy Act 
and intended to proceed with the timber sales. That 
is, until the TRO landed on their desks. 

The proposed timber sales of the so-called "Blue- 
grass Ridge Restoration Project" are about anything 
but restoration. In 1992, the USFS tried to sell the 
same areas in what was then called the "Bluegrass 
Ridge Timber Sale," which was halted by administra- 
tive appeals. In 1994 this project re-emerged as the 
euphemized "Bluegrass Ridge Restoration Project." 
The Forest Service now claims that the oak and 
hickory component of the forest is in dire need of 
help and that — how'd you guess? — cutting them 
down is the solution. So did the forest evolve a need 
to be managed for ecosystem health between 1992's 
timber sale and the 1994's restoration project? Of 
course not. This project is simply being draped in the 
forest health crisis flag that is currently devastating 
wildlands across the nation. 

However, just as in 1992, this project must be 
scrapped. The BFC intends to stop all logging on 
public lands in Ohio and insists that the Forest 
Service follow the laws which protect the land. For 
donations to aid us in our lawsuit, contact the 
Buckeye Forest Council at POB 99, Athens, Ohio 
45701; phone/fax (614) 594-6400; email 
buckeye@envirolink.org. 

Than Hitt, the new Campaign Coordinator for the 
Buckeye Forest Council, can by found picking a guitar in 
the Big Bear dumpster, crooning "Here's what I need . " 


Champion Paper Gets Unwarm Welcome in Tennessee 


Over 100 people gathered at the entrance to 
Champion Paper's new chipmill on July 16 to pro- 
test the arrival of large-scale clearcutting in eastern 
Tennessee. The unwelcoming ceremony, organized 
by the Campbell/ Anderson Chapter of Save Our 
Cumberland Mountains (SOCM), brought out scores 
of locals. They were joined by others from middle 
Tennessee, Kentucky, North Carolina, and as far 
away as Indiana who are also concerned about the 
fate of southeastern forests. 

As timber stocks are depleted in the Pacific North- 
west, multinational timber and paper interests are 
increasingly turning their attention eastward, at- 
tracted by the millions of acres of forests now recov- 
ering from being over-logged at the turn of the 
century. The multinationals are also enticed by the 


lack of timber regulations in most southeastern states. 
The logging industries of Alabama and Mississippi 
have already bottomed out due to massive clearcutting 
and the multinationals are now moving to neighbor- 
ing regions. Several chipmills have opened in Arkan- 
sas, Kentucky, and North Carolina over the past year, 
and more are planned. Champion's Campbell County 
mill is Tennessee's first, but applications for more are 
currently in the works. 

Members of Save Our Cumberland Mountains 
and allied groups, however, are working hard to 
keep local economies based on sustainable logging 
alive. The message to big timber interests is loud and 
clear: Citizens are not going to sit without a fight 
and let their forests be cleared and chipped up by a 
company that will pull out in ten years. They are 


getting together in the rural areas where they live 
and, increasingly, they are getting together with 
people from other areas as well. 

People of all ages came out and enjoyed Dr. Seuss- 
like poetry and street theater at the SOCM rally. 
Fifteen-year-old Anthony Lay read the tale of Champ- 
I-Am, the monster who stole the Cumberland Moun- 
tains. After a black ribbon was cut with a chainsaw, 
the ceremony wound down and the crowd began to 
leave as songs written for Champion and the Pigeon 
River were sung. The strong show of support from 
neighboring states should give notice to Champion 
and other companies: People are going to be watch- 
ing them, and fighting them, wherever they go. 

— Save Our Cumberland Mountains 
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Put On Yer Dancin’ Shoes: 


Interview by Kimberly Dawn 

Peg Millett has been an Earth First! activist since the 
rnid-1980's. In the late eighties she and four others were 
framed in an FBI sting operation. The Arizona Five, as 
they have become known as, were arrested for conspiring 
to cut down a power line in 1 989. After spending two and 
a half years in jail, Peg continues to be a powerfid voice 
for the Earth First! movement, through her singing and 
continued activism. This is the first installation of a 
two-part interview. 

I started interviewing Peg at the 1995 Earth First! 
Activist Conference in Austin, and after losing a good 
chunk of the juicy tidbits to the mini-cassette god, I 
finished at my Grandparents 
house in June of 1996. Al- 
though I officially met her in 
1993, 1 knew of her since 
1988 and thought I knew 
what iformation I wanted 
from the interview. Peg's a 
gabber and I took advantage 
of that — there were only a 
few questions she attempted 
to answer carefully — the rest 
of the time she was as open 
and unpretentious as I ex- 
pected. However, as one ques- 
tion led to another I discov- 
ered so much more about Peg's 
history and who she is — it 
turns out she deserves a book, 
not just an interview. She's a 
fascinating woman who I am 
very proud to call my friend. 

Let's talk about Peg Millett, the early 
years. 

I was born in Flagstaff, Arizona and raised in the 
suburbs of Scottsdale. 1 had a lot of turmoil in my 
home when I was young and so 1 escaped into the 
desert and started relating to animals and plants. I 
liked to observe and study the natural world and 
went to the wild for solace, solitude and safety. 

Before I went to college the second time I traveled 
around for about six years doing different jobs. I 
trained horses, worked in bars, as a fisherman, an 
apple picker. On my travels I always asked people, 
"What kind of tree is this and how much rainfall do 
you get here?" Nobody could tell me and it frus- 
trated me. So 1 went to Prescott College to learn 
about natural history. I wanted to become an edu- 
cator of children so that kids would know how 
much rainfall there is and what kind of trees are 
around them and what kinds of animals live with 
those trees, etc. I was dumbfounded at how little 
respect we have for the natural world. Watching all 
this destruction was killing me. So I moved out to 
the woods with a fellow J hooked up with. 

When and how did you first get involved 
with Earth First!? 

I read an interview with Dave Foreman in Mother 
Earth News in 1984. 1 thought, "Holy shit! This guy 
is talking my language. How come I don't know 
about any of these people?" There was an address at 
the bottom that said you can find out more if you 
read the Earth First! journal. So I wrote to the journal 
and said please send me a copy. 1 immediately 
subscribed and read the whole thing from cover to 
cover. In that copy they announced the Round 
River Rendezvous in Colorado in 1985. 1 thought, "I 
have to meet these people, I have to find out if this 
is real." From what I read these people had a red- 
neck mentality, they had this really caustic sense of 
humor. And I loved it, I totally related to it. I'm a 
red-neck, and 1 have a wild, caustic sense of humor. 
Plus they were passionately committed to changing 
the way the world is going. So I felt an affinity. I felt 
really jacked up about that. 

It just so happened that in 1979 I had gone to a 
Rainbow gathering. I had a good time, I met a lot of 
people. But 1 did not connect with anyone because 
we didn’t have a common goal; everybody just went 
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their own way — they were all doing love and peace 
and 1 could walk around naked. It was wonderful to 
be able to do that. 

I went to the Rendezvous with the idea that it 
might be like the Rainbow gathering in that I'd have 
a good time but I'd never really connect and I'd 
never want to be involved again. When I got there 
I camped way at the edge of camp. I didn't know 
anybody but there was a bunch of people and they 
were all hob-nobbing and pallin' around. It was 
wonderful! 

Then I started to get acquainted with people and 
went to the workshops. 1 went to Howie Wolke's 
workshop on the Forest Service — I had been work- 
ing as a Forest 
Service 
firefighter. I 
didn't agree 
with fire sup- 
pression but I 
didn't know 
about the 
politics — I 
was very 
naive, in 
other words. I 
sat there in 
the workshop 
and asked, 
"What is with 
this BLM land 
swap?" Howie 
said, "It's a 

Peg and her consort, Blossom, enjoying the Arizona sunshine. smokescreen 

and here's why," and he educated me. After that a 
man came up to me and said "I wanted to meet you 
because you're from Prescott and I'm originally 
from Arizona but now 1 live in Montana" — that was 
Gary Steele. He stuck his hand out and I thought, 
"Wow, somebody wants to meet me." He took me 
under his wing and introduced me to lots of people. 
That is how 1 got introduced to Earth First! 

Did you stay involved after your first 
RRR? 

Yeah, partly because I really loved the action after 
the Rendezvous. When I discovered guerrilla the- 
ater 1 discovered my calling. I volunteered to make 
signs for some stuff that we were doing in Arizona 
about uranium mining. It was just the beginning of 
the campaign for Mt. Graham. 

1 lived out in the woods without a phone but I 
listed myself in the journal as a contact. I wasn't well 
versed in researching or paper monkeywrenching 
or anything like that. I just got out there in front of 
the media, acting like a silly goose having a good 
time and doing banners and all that sort of thing. 
In 1987 you were on the RRR committee. 

Wow, that was a great Rendezvous. At the 1986 
Rendezvous I got really pissed off 'cause they had a 
gasoline generator. When it was decided that Ari- 
zona would be the next RRR site 1 signed up to be on 
the committee. It was on the north rim of the Grand 
Canyon and we could see forest fires across from us. 
I spent most of the Rendezvous as a cop — walking 
up and down in the area where people were starting 
fires for cooking. We put together a really kick-butt 
Rendezvous. 

How did you first meet the players in- 
volved in the power lines action — Mike 
Fain, Ilse Asplund, Ron Fraser, Mark Davis 
and Mark Baker? 

I had met Mark Davis through the town grape- 
vine. Ron Fraser, a paid FBI informant, moved in to 
the trailer court that my friend Ilse was managing 
with her husband. I believe that was the spring of 
1987. He began to become friends with her. 

Fraser wanted me to drive with him to the Rendez- 
vous in 1988 but I didn't want to because I wasn't 
comfortable around him at that time. I did end up 
taking a ride back from the Rendezvous with Mike 
Fain [an FBI agent] and Ron Fraser. In the meantime 
Mark Davis broached the subject of the ski lift action 


to me in 1987 after the RRR. 1 had never really 
focused like Mark wanted me to with him. I decided 
to do it because I wanted to see if it worked. 1 was 
experimenting. 

Could you go into the plans of the ski lift 
actions? 

Yeah, it's over now. There’s a ski lift on these peaks 
in northern Arizona that are seen as sacred land 
according to Hopi, Navajo and several other tribes 
around there. The people had been protesting, qui- 
etly and politely, to all the powers that be about this 
ski lift for the past 50 years. Mark wanted to target 
it at the time because Congress was going to pay for 
a new paved road. It was a really nasty and stupid 
situation and he wanted to bring attention to it. 

We planned to cut the bolts on the pylons to the 
ski lift with a portable acetylene torch. The ski lift 
was under repair because it was between seasons — 
we had deliberately chosen that time of the year. We 
wrote hundreds of letters under the name of 
E.M.E.T.I.C. , and sent them to media outlets the 
night of the action and afterwards. Then we went on 
top of the mountain and started cutting bolts. 1 
don't know if the Feds knew about it or not. They 
claimed they didn't. They allowed us to do several 
acts of vandalism in order to snag Dave Foreman 
cause they were really after him. They didn't give a 
dang about us. They wanted to associate him with 
us. 

Tell us about how the FBI infiltrated your 
little group. 

Mark Davis was mainly involved with anti-nuke 
stuff. I was involved with that and Earth First! which 
is why I think they decided to use me as a point of 
entry — which worked. They did psychological pro- 
files on many of us and sent me my very own FBI 
agent, Mike Fain. I met him at the Rendezvous in 
1988 after I heard about him from Ron Fraser. After 
the Rendezvous my husband went off for a month 
fire fighting. I was alone at my house in the woods 
and Fain drives up and wants to know if I know 
anything about oil pumps or something ridiculous 
like that — then we went dancing. He was very clever. 
He did a very good job at getting my trust. 

After you all got busted there were a lot of 
rumors going around. One was that Fain 
had a romantic relationship with a friend 
of yours. What's the story behind that? 

Fain and I were great on the dance floor and he 
was very willing to go dancing with me. I was also 
developing a major crush on this guy but I didn't 
want that to go anywhere. I wanted my marriage to 
work; I wanted to be with my husband — I really 
loved him. But I still wanted to be around Mike Fain 
so I introduced him to my friend Jane. The four of 
us, my husband, myself, Fain and Jane, went to 
country- western swing lessons every Thursday night 
at a local bar. That was pretty much as far as it went. 
My friend Jane also developed a crush on Mike Fain 
because he's very handsome. He led Jane to believe 
that, well. ..He took an AIDS test and all that shit. It 
was just a ploy to keep us strung along and both of 
us were extremely gullible about it. It was just a 
bummer. She never went to bed with him or 
anything like that. As for Mike, it was just a job for 
him. It would have been counter-productive for 
him to do anything more than allude to things. As 
long as we were both attracted he wouldn't go any 
further. And then he just stopped. 

Did Fain or Fraser ever do anything to 
raise your suspicion? 

When Fain first showed up at my house after the 
Rendezvous, my husband was gone. We were hav- 
ing a nice visit and by-golly for some reason we 
started talking about dancing. The country-western 
place is about 16 miles away but it takes an hour to 
drive because it's on a really gnarly road. We were 
going to drive in his truck and I noticed it wasn't for 
the kind of terrain that we were living in. I thought 
it was very funny that this macho cowboy guy 
doesn't have a macho truck. 


Interview with Peg Millett 


Later, after it's dark, we're walking back and I’m 
wearing my little dancing shoes and my dancing 
dress. I always have a flashlight on me but I didn't 
use it and at first he was a little disoriented. We're 
walking along and all of a sudden I jumped — and 
I grabbed my flashlight and looked down to see 
what it was that had stung me. I noticed it was this 
big, long centipede and I thought, "Wow, cool." 
I'm bending over to look at it when I noticed Fain 
was about to smash it. I pushed him over before he 
had a chance to do it. Then I looked at him and I 
thought it was so weird.. I didn't understand why he 
would smash a centipede. That was a very major 
discrepancy in the way he portrayed himself to me 
and the way he was really acting. That was a reaction 
on his part. My reaction was to keep him off the 
centipede. It was very interesting but I didn't pay 
attention to it. Those two things, the truck being 
very unsuitable and the centipede incident, were 
signs for me. They were red flags — red flags I ig- 
nored because I didn't want to deal with it. I wanted 
to believe what he wanted me to believe. 

How did Mike Fain get involved with 
planning the downing of the powerlines? 

It was getting to the point where we were about 
to do something and Mike Fain was involved. It 
took a long time for people to develop a trust in 
him — but they did through me because I trusted 
him. That what was very difficult for me to come to 
terms with because I had made a mistake by trust- 
ing him and people trusted me, an intense thing to 
realize. 

We chose the power lines going to a pump 
station, which were not nuclear power lines, but 
just a pump station on the CAP project. Fain was 
working real hard to get us to do something to the 
nuclear power plant. Mark didn't want to mess 
with that in the direction they were pushing it. 

What is CAP? 

CAP is the Central Arizona Project. It's a water 
boondoggle, a pork-barrel project. They divert wa- 
ter from the Colorado river and pump it, channel it 
and bring it to Tucson. The pump stations pump 
the water uphill from the Colorado. 

Why did you choose those power lines? 

We chose the power lines going to the CAP 
project because we knew that they would not be 
connected to any city. And that the power lines 
were connected to the pump station and it would 
stop water from going uphill — and that would be 
all. We didn't like the CAP project — it's a dastardly 
defiance of nature. It was also in a remote area. We 
also just wanted a practice run to see if we could get 
away with it. 

I understand that later you weren't as 
motivated to cut down the power lines. 

I began to lose interest because I was more inter- 
ested in preserving sacred lands. I was still going 
along on the momentum that we had started and 
excitement of it all. I didn't try to direct anything. 
I did talk about sacred lands — that is what I was 
most interested in. Mark was going in another 
direction and we were being influenced as well by 
people who were working for the Feds. 

Set up for us the whys, whos, etc. of the 
power line action. Was there any signifi- 
cance in the day you picked for the 
action — May 31, 1989? 

We picked it because of the moon which was 
waning — it was new and dark. 

I understand the motives of Fain, Davis 
and yourself — which were all quite dif- 
ferent. What motivated Use and Mark 
Baker, to the best of your knowledge? 

Use was involved with this because she felt the 
same way as the rest of us and she was living with 
Mark Davis. Mark Baker, he was sort of like the mad 
scientist. He really wanted to be accepted — he was 
frustrated. I can't really speak for him but that was 
my impression. Mark Davis was talking to him a lot 


about coming out and doing stuff at night. I've done 
stuff with Baker at night and he’s really fun. 

How did I ain's pressuring affect how far 
you all went and how fast things came 
together? 

Fain and Fraser definitely influenced us and pres- 
sured us. I sure was influenced by Fain — I can't speak 
for Mark Davis. I 
definitely went 
much further 
than I would have 
had it not been 
for both Mark 
and Mike. 

I've heard you 
tell the story 
about the ride 
out to the 
power lines. 

Fain was se- 
cretly record- 
ing your con- 
versation and 
later you all 
heard the tape 
with your 
lawyers. Ex- 
actly what 
happened? 

To start out 
with, I didn't re- 
ally want to go 
out. I was so 
scared, really 
stressed out and 
crying. Mark told 
me right before 
we went, "Look, 
you don't have to 
do this — at all." 

He gave me the 
escape. But of 
course I wasn't going to back out at that point. I felt 
responsible for Mike Fain being there for one thing. 

I wanted to ride in the back of the car 'cause I was 
so freaked out. And Fain said "Oh no, no — there's 
plenty of room in the front." Of course Fain wanted 
me up front so he could have my voice on tape as 
part of the trio. 

As we were driving everybody was jacked up. We 
were getting ready to do something pretty scary. 
Meanwhile this is the last night for Fain and he's 
preparing to lead us right into the mouth of the Feds. 
We were being very punchy and really silly. We were 
talking about things like shooting cows on public 
land with arrows dipped in cyanide extracted from 
the seeds of apples — we were just talking shit. We 
were just howling — I was laughing so hard I could 
hardly see straight — it was ridiculous. When I lis- 
tened to this on tape in the lawyer's office I laughed 
again. I thought if they put this on in the courtroom 
they're going to throw us out for being a bunch of 
idiots. It was too funny. 

I take it they never played it in court? 

Of course not! So we were driving out there and it 
felt very surreal and I began to feel resigned. It was 
like I was on the top of this wave and there was 
nothing to do now to change things. I was in the 
truck and we were going out to cut down a power 
line. I felt powerless in a way. 

Aside from having a FBI agent along for 
the ride, what kind of security measures 
did you all take? 

[Laughs] Well, I got this really strange, eerie feeling 
when we were driving down the road. I saw lights 
way, way ahead of us — this was at dusk — and I saw 
the lights turn off the road when we turned off the 
road. And way, way behind us I could see other lights 


and they turned off the road the same time we did 
as well. It was very strange — I didn't understand it. 
We parked in a wash and we all decided to disguise 
our footprints. I wrapped my feet with duct tape. 
Mike Fain did the same thing with his shoes. Mark 
Davis put socks over his shoes. Mark Baker put 
plywood planks under his shoes and we called him 

Daffy Duck. There were 
two towers standing side 
by side and he climbed 
up one of them to get a 
look around. 

I thought it was a very 
stupid place to cut down 
a power line because it 
was in a little basin. There 
was no way to see beyond 
the wash. Of course it was 
where Fain lead us to and 
there were Feds hiding in 
bushes all around us. It 
was also a place where 
Mark wanted to cut this 
power line because he fig- 
ured that the wire would 
pull the tower over a cer- 
tain way. 

Did Mark Davis and 
Fain choose the 
place together? 

I'm pretty sure it was 
Davis and Fain. 

Okay, so there you 
were with funny 
shoes unknowingly 
surrounded by the 
FBI — what hap- 
pened next? 

I was out there with this 
wand of brush and I was 
wiping out our tracks 
which was futile. I 
thought what am I doing 
this for — it's ridiculous — 
but I did it anyway. So there I was wiping out our 
tracks and Mark Baker was up on this tower looking 
around. I was thinking this is a really weird place 
and why am I here. Fain was using a blanket to 
shield the light of the acetylene torch from the 
road — 

And Mark Davis was using the acetylene 
torch? 

Right. Then I ran around beating out little fires 
that started from the sparks of the acetylene torch. 
Mark got in a couple of inches on an I-beam then all 
of a sudden a flare went up. I heard this 
phsoooooooo — I looked up and everything's lit up. 
It was like the movies — slow motion and everything 
was shining, I could see all around — really weird. 
Some part of me knew — it had been waiting for this 
moment so it could say to the rest of me, "I told you 
so, I told you so." 

Mark Davis was working — paying no attention to 
the flare. Mark Baker was looking at the flare with 
the same dumbfounded look that I had and Fain was 
just waiting for them to get us. I heard some rustling 
and some metallic sounds and I just thought "Oh 
shit, this is a setup. We're sitting ducks." So I ran 
past Mark Davis and Mike Fain and tapped them 
both on the shoulder and said, "I'm outta here." 
And I ran. I heard metallic clicks of guns behind me 
and someone yelling, "Halt, this is the FBI." I was 
sure they were going to shoot me in the back 
because they weren't going to shoot me in the front 
and I wasn't going to halt and I wasn't going to turn 
around. They didn't shoot me in the back, though. 
I ran off at top speed. 

For the exciting conclusion to this incredible tale, tune 
in next issue, where Peg talks about shapeshifting, 
arrest, trial, dealing with Dave Foreman, etc. 



Agave americana 
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Chiquita is Killing Honduras 


by Andy Felger 

On February 1, 1996 the infamous Chiquita Corporation re- 
sorted to violence and anti-human rights tactics in their never- 
ending quest to pollute the world's land and rivers so a few heads 
of staff and CEOs can have larger paychecks. In June of 1994, a 
6,000-strong banana workers' union in Tacamiche, Honduras 
went on strike against a subsidiary company of Chiquita called the 
Tela Railroad Company. In the midst of a 30 percent annual 
inflation increase, workers' wages had risen only three percent. 
When the strike ended, workers' wages had increased to nine 
percent. In the middle of all of this confusion, Chiquita decided 
not only to close down four of its banana farms (because they had 
killed the land) but also to obliterate the homes and crops of the 
people who had lived on "their property" for over half a 
century. The people of Tacamiche resisted relocation 
attempts and challenged the company's claims. 

According to newly uncovered documents, 

Chiquita bought the 3,300 hectares of which 
Tacamiche is a part in 1936 for one dollar! 

There is still speculation as to whether the 
lands were a governmental concession, in 
which case the government and not the 
company would have control over the 
lands. Even if true, the government would 
probably continue to side with the wealthy 
company instead of the villagers. 

On July 26, 1995 a battalion of 400 
troops from the Honduran military con- 
verged on Tacamiche and used tear gas 
and baseball bats to gain control of the 
people and arrest about a hundred resisters. 

In the process, they destroyed the 200 acres of 
corn and beans that the people had sown two 
months before. Because the community resisted, the 
Honduran government gave the villagers two additional months 
to clear out. 

According to Chiquita's news release, the corporation offered 
the workers identical jobs in other locations, supposedly better 
jobs. Similarly, according to Andrew Jackson, the American Indi- 
ans were better off on the reservations he placed them on. But the 
reservations were not their homes, and another place is not 
Tacamiche. If the jobs are worth it the people will move on their 
own. The corporate dollar is what is in control here, not the best 
interest of the people. 

In response to this, a nonviolent protest was held at the Chiquita 
Center on September 22, 1995 demanding solidarity with the people 
of Tacamiche. Following the protest, Chiquita officials assured local 
solidarity groups that no more forced evacuations would occur. 


On February 1, 1996, Honduran soldiers evicted over 100 peasant 
families who had lived on this land for over 60 years, destroyed their 
houses, bulldozed their crops, cut down all of the trees, and illegally 
took the villagers' personal possessions, which have yet to be re- 
turned. All of this was backed by the order of a Honduran judge whom 
Chiquita allegedly paid off to get what it wanted. There is now an 
arrest order pending in Honduras for this judge. 

Chiquita's annual sales exceed the gross national product of all of 
Honduras, yet the corporation has stolen the only home these native 
families have ever known. 

According to a priest in Honduras who has experienced Chiquita’s 
wrath firsthand for many years, Chiquita took the best farming land 
in Honduras, land that used to be virgin forest, by pressuring a bad 
government with offers of money. At one point, Chiquita was virtu- 
ally the government in Honduras. Chiquita's power has 
been lessened but it is still the biggest and the baddest 
of the companies down there. Not only is it trying to 
kill and destroy the worker's union, but it also has 
used such horrid and irresponsible farming tech- 
niques that they have run down and depleted 
entire valleys to the point that they can no 
longer support life because chemical fertiliz- 
ers and pesticides have left the soil dead. 
Chiquita is so large and spread out that 
shutting down a few farms in Honduras 
doesn’t matter to it. 

From the destruction of virgin forests to 
their clandestine support of the San Salva- 
doran death squads, Chiquita has stepped 
over the line. They must be stopped from 
destroying our world's resources. They must 
not be allowed to take over land and abuse and 
pollute it until the pesticides and chemicals that 
they have dumped on it have poisoned the earth to the 
point where plant life can no longer exist on it. 

According to Chiquita, "It is widely recognized that this form of 
unresolved criminal activity [the resistance] has already affected other 
investments in the area and caused the loss of Honduran jobs and 
export revenue." But what is going to cause more loss of Honduran 
jobs and export revenue is when their land is dead — when they have 
no more forests, the streams run brown with silt and their people have 
lost all they have because of Chiquita’s carelessness. 

Demand that the community of Tacamiche be rebuilt and the land 
returned. Support a nationwide boycott by refusing to buy its prod- 
ucts and spreading the word to others. Let Chiquita know how you 
feel about their actions by contacting them in Cincinnati, Ohio at 
(513) 784-8000, fax: (513) 784-8856. 

For more information contact Andy Felger at mdf4cinoh@aol.com 
or Piankasha EF!, 7992 Hopper Rd., Cincinnati, OH 45255. 



New Zealand Sea Lions Get Stay of Execution 


The Auckland Islands squid fishery has been closed and the sea- 
lion-killing trawlers forced to leave — for this season at least. This 
is an important victory for the protection of the Hooker's sea lion, 
the world's largest sea lion, found only in New Zealand waters. 

The number of sea lions caught and killed in squid nets this year 
clearly exceeded the legally imposed maximum limit. Closure of 
the fishery should be triggered when the number of sea lion deaths 
in any one year reaches 63 lions or 32 females, whichever occurs 
first. Estimates from Ministry of Fisheries observers were that 104 
sea lions had drowned since this season's squid trawling began. 
Over 85 of the sea lions were females and most of these would have 
been pregnant and nursing a pup on shore. 

Activists formally applauded the decision of Warwick Tuck, 
chief executive of the Ministry of Fisheries, to close the fishery. 
Right to the last, the industry played for time while disputing the 
number of sea lion deaths. When it became clear that the ministry 
was going to act, the industry agreed to withdraw all vessels in an 
attempt to avoid the precedent of an official closure of this 
valuable fishery. Mr. Tuck, to his credit, went ahead and closed the 
fishery anyway. 

The scenario cannot be repeated next year. Sea lion drownings 
are not accidental bycatch, but an inevitable consequence of 
trawling in the seas around the Auckland Islands, where 95 
percent of the Hooker's sea lions breed. The New Zealand Conser- 
vation Group Forest and Bird's 1990 proposal for a 100-kilometer 
marine mammal sanctuary around the islands should now be 
quickly put in place; the current sanctuary of only 20 kilometers 
in radius is clearly failing to protect the sea lions. Within the 
enlarged sanctuary area, squid could be caught by jigging, a 
fishing method that does not imperil sea lions. 
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J ailed Russian Eco activist 
to Get Military Trial 



..time of your life.. 


by Renfrey Clarke 

One of the ugliest attacks against human rights 
and environmental activism in recent Russian 
history took an ominous turn on June 10, when 
imprisoned antinuclear campaigner Alexander 
Nikitin was denied bail and his trial was transferred 
from a civilian to a military court. Nikitin, a former 
naval captain, has been held in a St. Petersburg jail 
on espionage charges since being arrested on 
February 6 by the Federal Security Service (FSB, the 
former KGB). He faces a minimum ten-year 
sentence and a maximum penalty of death. 

Neither Nikitin nor his lawyer, well-known 
civil liberties advocate Yury Schmidt, were allowed 
to attend the June 10 hearing on the case. As a 
researcher for the Norwegian environmental 
group, the Bellona Foundation, Nikitin helped 
prepare a report on radioactive contamination of 
the environment by the Russian Navy's Northern 
Fleet. Naval authorities allege that Nikitin divulged 
secret information to Bellona. However, the jailed 
activist and his supporters insist that all the 
information contained in the report was freely- 


available from nonclassified sources. Bellona's report, 
which was eventually released on April 19, painted 
a horrifying picture of negligent nuclear waste 
security by the Northern Fleet. 

According to a Bellona spokesperson in Oslo, the 
FSB wants a military trial for Nikitin because the 
court will be closed, giving security authorities 
more control over Schmidt's defense. Addressing 
these issues in an interview published by the Moscow 
daily Izvestiya on June 8, Schmidt charged that the 
way was being prepared for gross violations of his 
client's rights. In the same interview, Schmidt argued 
that the FSB's demand for a military trial contravened 
a ruling by the Constitutional Court, Russia’s highest 
legal authority. In a decision handed down on March 
27, the Constitutional Court found that people 
charged with espionage had the right to be defended 
by counsel of their choice, instead of lawyers 
appointed by the FSB. If Nikitin is tried in a military 
court, the possibility of a normal defence will be 
sharply limited. 

The question of whether the trial takes place in a 
closed court may be crucial if, as Schmidt expects, the 
FSB prosecutes the case in a highly improper fashion. 
The navy experts who prepared materials for the 
prosecution did so, Schmidt told Izvestiya, not on the 
basis of the Russian constitution or the recently- 
adopted Law on State Secrets, but on the basis of "old 
orders from the Defense Minister which contradict 
the constitution and the law." 

The charges against Nikitin arise from materials 
discussing events from 30 to 35 years back. But the 
Law on State Secrets states that the maximum length 
of time for which material can be classified as secret 
is 30 years. One document cited by the navy experts 
as containing "top secret information" proved to be 
an abridged version of an Izvestiya article from 
March 1995. Bellona activists say that attempts to 
submit their sources as evidence in the investiga- 
tion have been refused. 

In summary, Schmidt told Izvestiya the only 
"secret" he had encountered in the case was the 
passionate wish of the armed forces to hide the 
catastrophic situation with respect to nuclear 
safety, compounded by the desire of the FSB to 
prove its usefulness. 

The desperate blundering of the military and 
security authorities should not, of course, lead one 
to underestimate their seriousness in wanting to rid 
the country of environmental whistle-blowers. 
Izvestiya on June 8 also carried a report of an FSB 
agent, who, asking not to be named, said that 
further charges might be brought against Nikiti and 
other individuals. 

Reprinted from Ecodefense Information Bulletin #90, 
Moskovsky prospekt 120-34, 236006 Kaliningrad/ 

Koenigsberg, Russia; telephone/fax +7 01 12437286; E- 
mail: ecodefense@glas.apc.org; WWW http:// 
cci.glasnet.ru/KOI/SEU/KOLLEKT/ECODEFEN/ 
INDEX.HTM. 



Hunger Strike 
in Israel 

the undersigned, are on a hunger strike protest- 
ing the amalgamation in June, 1996 of the 
Ministry of the Environment and the Ministry of 
Agriculture under the auspices of one minister. 

This amalgamation imposes a direct conflict of 
interest between the two, which will reduce the authority and capability of the Environment ministry and 
place Israel's natural resources as well as her fauna and flora under dire threat. 

Historically, Israel's open spaces were defined as agricultural lands and were protected by the 
agricultural ministry. The Lands Parcelation Act, passed by the previous Labor government and 
endorsed by the Ministry of Agriculture, will enable the majority of agricultural settlements in Israel 
to reduce their large debts by selling portions of their lands for urban and industrial development. 

This would result in a large demographic shift of the population, creating the need for an 
infrastructure of roads, sewage facilities, and electrical supply, which in turn would fragment the 
open spaces of Israel and put intolerable pressure on the fauna and flora, resulting in the rapid, 
irreversible extinction of Israel's indigenous species. It also unnecessarily threatens Israel's water, 
land and air resources with domestic and industrial effluent. 

I, Dr. Bernard Hurwitz of MoshavYanuv, began this hunger strike on June 23, 1996 and was joined 
by Miss Gali Roter of Harutzim on July 7. Our struggle finds intensive support from the public while 
the establishment tends to remain inactive and uncommunicative. 

Since 1948, the State of Israel has striven for security and economic independence, while failing 
to safeguard the basic elements of existence, clean air, land and water. 

We are aware of the perpetual predicament existing between the utilization of nature for human 
progress and the unintended devastation of the planet's natural resources. We are convinced, 
however, that containment and careful planning can yet ensure the survival of nature. 

Words are insufficient to express our objection to this impending exploitation of Israel's nature, 
which would not only endanger our continued existence here, but also deprive future generations 
of the pleasures offered us by the wonder and beauty of nature. 

To our regret, the ecological state of our country has deteriorated dramatically since 1948. If 
decisive action is not taken we will face an ecological disaster in the very near future. 

The aim of our hunger strike is to raise public and governmental awareness and to propose an 
alternative that will enable the people to actively play a role in the protection of our precious 
environment. We call upon the government to reconsider and halt the building of Highway 6. We 
want to make it known that Israel and the entire Middle East cannot afford any further exploitation 
of its land and water resources. 

We will stand fast in our hunger strike and hope that the Minister for Environment and 
Agriculture will consider our recommendation favorably. 

We suggest the establishment of a Public Advisory Committee to the minister. This committee 
would consist of professionals whose work pertains to environmental and ecological of preservation 
and protection. 

We would like to call upon the World Community to support our struggle. 

— Bernard Hurwitz and Gali Roter 

For more information, please write or call Miss Gali Roter 01 1-972-9-984637; Dr. Bernard Hurwitz, 
48 Ahuza St., Raanana, Israel, 01 1-972-9-428452; 01 1-972-9-90131 1 (fax); Mr. Hari Ringer 01 1-972- 
3-5181908 

[Editor's Note — At press time, we heard from the hungerstrikers that they broke their fast after 33 days. They 
claimed victory upon receiving word from the government that they will reexamine the Lands Parcelation 
Act. Mr. Hurwitz said, "They responded to our protest because they knew we would fast to the death. We 
made it quite clear that any development would be over our dead bodies." — LH] 
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Clearing the Ah* with Biu*soii-Mai*steller 


A new "astroturf" campaign, designed to influ- 
ence the Clean Air Act reauthorization in 1997, is 
spreading around the country. The campaign is 
conducted under the auspices of a new organization 
calling itself the Foundation for Clean Air Progress. 
This new "foundation" is in reality a front for 
transportation, energy, manufacturing and agricul- 
tural groups operating out of the DC offices of 
public relations giant Burson-Marsteller. 

The Foundation for Clean Air Progress 

Established in June, 1995, as a non-profit educa- 
tional foundation, the Foundation for Clean Air 
Progress (FCAP) describes itself as a "national, non- 
profit, non-partisan organization whose purpose is 
to provide public education and information about 
air quality progress, while motivating people to 
continue to contribute individually to improving 
air quality." Their materials go on to claim that 
despite 25 years of improving air quality in the 
UnitedStates as a result of "the combined efforts of 
government, industry and individuals... public opin- 
ion research indicates that people are largely un- 
aware of this progress and continue to believe that 
air quality is generally poor and deteriorating." 

FCAP shows its true colors with their emphasis on 
personal responsibility for solving the air pollution 
problem, a standard tactic for industry front cam- 
paigns looking to cloud an issue and deflect criticism. 

Environmentalists in Tennessee and Pennsylva- 
nia report that FCAP has established organizations 
to conduct the public outreach elements of the 
campaign. Don Barger, the Southeast Regional Di- 


rector of the National Parks and Conservation Asso- 
ciation, a national parks advocacy organization, 
reports that a new group calling itself the Nashville 
Alliance for Clean Air Progress (NACAP) has begun 
to solicit the support of local businesses for the 
campaign. 

New local affiliates of FCAP have begun to take out 
newspaper advertisements touting the progress in 
improving air quality in the US during the past 25 
years. The message in the advertisements is that 
people, not polluting industries, are responsible for 
cleaning up air pollution. 

In a description of their Nashville chapter, FCAP 
says "NACAP will be comprised of local businesses 
and industries and will provide information about 
improving air quality and motivation for area resi- 
dents to continue to help the process through coop- 
erative efforts with local groups..." Again, their 
message is that even though ordinary citizens may 
not have noticed, air quality has improved, and that 
further improvements should come from the volun- 
tary efforts of individuals and not from additional 
regulations on industry. 

"It's a delicate monster," said Don Barger when 
describing the FCAP campaign. "They cloud the 
issue and confuse the public with these claims, all of 
which are based in fact. But they are working with 
business to craft a deceptive message: that cleaning 
up our polluted air is an individual responsibility." 
Burson-Marsteller: Go Fly A Kite 

The letterhead for FCAP provides their address 


and phone number in the upper left corner and 
includes a list of supporters down the left column. 
Between the address and the list of corporate spon- 
sors is a delicate line drawing of a kite, with the 
words "Foundation for Clean Air Progress" forming 
the gently flowing tail of the kite. In the world of PR, 
image is everything — and Burson-Marsteller did not 
become the most successful PR company in the 
world by failing to craft compelling images for its 
clients. 

According to John Stauber of PR Watch, a non- 
profit research group that monitors the public rela- 
tions industry, Burson-Marsteller is the biggest PR 
firm in the world. In his book. Toxic Sludge Is Good 
For You: Lies, Damn Lies and the Public Relations 
Industry, Stauber lists Burson-Marsteller's net fees in 
1994 as $191,990,000. 

"They [Burson-Marsteller] are still the world's 
biggest green washer," said Stauber. "Their net earn- 
ings rose by 10.4 percent in 1995..." Stauber quoted 
figures compiled by O'Dwyer's PR Services Report, the 
magazine of record for the PR industry. 

The list of Burson-Marsteller's clients includes: 
Exxon, Union Carbide, Phillip Morris, NBC, Jonas 
Savimbi's UNITA, Occidental Petroleum, Genentech, 
Monsanto, National Restaurant Association, Coca- 
Cola, Dow Corning, General Electric, AT&T, Chev- 
ron, DuPont, IBM, Proctor & Gamble, Nestle, 
Motorola, Eli Lilly, Caterpillar, American Energy 
Alliance, Sears, Pfizer, McDonnell Douglas, Campbell 
Soup, Hitachi, British Columbia's timber industry, 
and the governments of Saudi Arabia, El 
Salvador and Italy. 

Burson-Marsteller's involvement in 
"astroturf" anti-environmentalism is well- 
established, according to Toxic Sludge Is 
Good For You. In the chapter "Silencing 
Spring," Stauber writes: 

"The public relations industry has been 
closely involved with Wise Use since its found- 
ing, according to Joyce Nelson, the author of 
Sultans of Sleaze: Public Relations and the 
Media. Nelson writes that 36 of the corpora- 
tions that are known to fund the Wise Use 
movement in the United States were clients of 
the PR firm Burson-Marsteller in the 1 980s, 
the period during which industry began to 
pour money into organizing grassroots anti- 
environmentalism. " 

Burson-Marsteller's recent efforts include 
running the National Smoker's Alliance, a 
campaign to defeat anti-indoor pollution 
campaigns and efforts to ban cigarette 
smoking in public places for Phillip Morris. 
The same people working to preserve in- 
door air pollution are now moving their 
astroturf efforts to the great outdoors. 
Suggested Action: 

Be on the lookout in your area for new 
organizations named "(Your City) Alli- 
ance for Clean Air Progress." Look for 
newspaper ads touting the improved air 
quality in the US and exhorting people to 
"pitch-in" to do their part on curbing air 
pollution. 

If you discover the Foundation for Clean 
Air Progress has established a chapter near 
you, please report it to CLEAR. 

For more information on the anti-environ- 
mental FCAP campaign, including copies of 
their mission statement and newspaper ad- 
vertisements, contact CLEAR at 1718 Con- 
necticut Avenue NW, Suite 600, Washing- 
ton, DC 20009; (202) 667-6982; e-mail: 
clear@ewg.org 

For more information on the role of PR firms 
in pushing an anti-environmental agenda, 
contact PR Watch at 3318 Gregory Street, 
Madison, WI 53711; (608) 233-3346; e- 
mail: 74250. 735@cornpuserve.com 
For more information on the Foundation on 
Clean Air Progress contact them directly at 
1 801 K Street, Suite 1 000L, Washington, DC 
20036; (800) 272-1604. 

—CLEAR 
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Nitassinan 

Defending Eastern North America's Last Frontier 

Mineral Fever: Staking out Innu Land 

World’s Largest Nickel Deposit 
Discovered In Voisey’s Bay 

Labrador has been discovered before. By the Norsemen almost a thousand years ago, and by 
the Basque, Breton and Portuguese fishermen who discovered the rich fisheries of the Labra- 
dor Sea well before the Santa Maria ever set sail. In the fifteenth century, Giovanni Cabot , 
upon reacing the shore of the New World, claimed the lands of the Innu, Beothuk and Mic Mac 
for King Henry VII, who sent him hither to “conquer, occupy and possess the lands of the 
infidels.” 

But it would take almost another 500 years for a technologically over-developed society to 
find a dollar value for Labrador's scrawny trees, fools gold, and mighty rivers. Although 
Labrador was the launching post for the earliest explorations of the continent, much of it re- 
mained unexplored until well into the twentieth century. Even the fur trade, which had found 
its way to the most remote comers of the arctic, failed to penetrate the Larador interior and the 
Labrador Innu continued to freely roam the peninsula as they had for thousands of years, fol- 
lowing the migrations of the caribou and the salmon in their seasonal cycles. In the 1950s, an 
industrial encroachment began, with the establishment of military bases, hydro dams, and iron 
ore mines. But still, most of Labrador remains roadless and relatively unspoiled. 

The map of Labrador is dissected by only a single road: a 500 kilometer unpaved tote road 
connecting the iron ore mines in western Labrador to the Churchill Falls hydro complex, and 
east to the Goose Bay military base. For the rest, the peninsula is without cars, billboards, 
electric lights, tourist concessions, or even hiking trails. From the extensive boreal forests of 
southern Labrador, to the high sub-arctic tundra, this is still a place where evolutionary pro- 
cesses are in play, where large herds of mammels roam freely over great expanses of tiaga and 
tundra, and where a delicate ecological balance is achieved not by management, but through 
the drama between wolf and caribou, falcon and vole. It is a place where pristine rivers, thick 
with salmon and char, run freely from the mountains to the sea. 

However, this is rapidly changing. Between November, 1994 - when a Vancouver Mining 
company. Diamond Fields Resources, announced its discovery of the richest nickel ore body 
the world has ever known — and June, 1995 the Labrador peninsula had been transformed into 
a checkerboard of mineral claims of hundreds of mining companies from around the world. 

Today claims are staked without ceremony, and without so much as the requirment of setting 
foot on the land. Hundreds of holes have been drilled into the tundra and tiaga. Presently there 
are more than 50 companies actively drilling in Labrador, the sky is aswarm with helicopters 
and planes; there are fuel spills, giant bore holes, drilling sludge, animals are harassed or killed; 
there is dumping, debris, noise, heavy equipment — all of this is taking place without any 
environmental regulation whatsoever, and without the approval of the Innu or Inuit who live 
there. 

A Place of Great Beauty 

The site of the famous ore body is known as Voisey’s Bay, so-called after an English trader, 

Amos Voisey, whose abandoned weather-beaten post, hanging precariously over the tidal wa- 
ters of the Labrador sea, is the only testament to the presence of commercial enterprise in this 
vast, undisturbed area. The Innu call the place Emish, after the Emish river. Testimony to the 
Innu and Inuit’s presence here is more subtle, but is everywhere: in old snares left hanging in 
trees, in ancient and not-so-ancient campsites; and in the evidence, buried deep, of the imme- 
morial occupancy by two peoples whose impact was no more lasting than footprints in the 
sand. Caribou antlers carefully suspended from the upper boughs of trees in honor of the Ani- 
mal Master, are a reminder of an ancient pact between humankind and the animal world that 
made their home a spiritual universe and insured survival, in one of the harshest and coldest 
climates in the world. 


...In the extreme North eastern part of North America lies a land known to its original inhabitants as Nitassinan. 
This territory encompasses the eastern part of the land north of the Gulf of St. Lawrence, most of the inland area 
of Quebec and all of what is now known as Labrador except for certain areas of the north coast. 

The original Inhabitants of this land were and remain the Innu. We have been variously described by Europe- 
ans as Montagnais, Naskapl, Eastern Cree and any combination of these terms. We speak a single language 
which Is understood by all Innu In spite of regional dialects, and we share a single culture and territory and 
history. Today we are based in thirteen different villages. Almost all these villages are situated at or near the 
outlets of the major rivers which drain the Innu territory. Most of the rivers historically used by the Innu to reach 
the Hudson 's Bay company posts flowed south. Thus most of today's villages are on the north shore of the Gulf of 
St. Lawrence. 

It is essential to know that the terms Quebec or Labrador Innu do not reflect any indigenous reality and are 
historically meaningless. This remains true in spite of the fact that two Innu populations, those of Sheshatshit and 
Utshimasits. live under government structures which are different from those of the rest of the Innu. In fact, the 
entire Innu population of the Quebec-Labrador peninsula form a single people. 

We are a hunting people. Our language is rich In words and meaning in the setting for which it was devel- 
oped, the country. Our values, spiritual beliefs and ways of relating to one another come alive and function in 
the country where we can live the hunting life. By contrast, in the villages our values and ways of relating to one 
another are under attack and crumbling. The impact of the European intrusion, the missionizing and ’ civilizing ’ 
drive with which the Innu were confronted everywhere they met the Europeans, was not felt uniformly and 
simultaneously throughout Nitassinan, the Innu territory. For while the Innu who lived in the areas north of 
Tadoussac and the country north of the St. Lawrence River to the site of Quebec city were already being 
traumatized by close and prolonged contact with Jesuit missionaries and French adventurers in the mid 17th 
century, the Innu form regions further north and east survived relatively unscathed until the mid 20th century. 

We know that our fathers, mothers, grandfathers and grandmothers lived lives which were heroic in scale. 
Traveling on foot and by canoe and carrying all their possessions, small children, babies and old people, they 
covered thousands of miles in their lifetimes. They lived independent of any outside source of assistance and 
raised and fed families entirely by hunting. To do this sometimes meant to have to overcome unimaginable 
hardships and adversity to succeed. A map of all the movement of Innu over several generations before the 
building of the settlements would be darkened by a dense web of lines all over the peninsula... --Innu Nation 


We Call Our Land 
Nitassinan... 
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Emish (Voisey's Bay), photo: John Clark 


In the spring and fall, thousands of migrating geese flock to feed and nest in the nutrient rich 
marshes around Voisey and Antakalek Bays. Whales and dolphins sport in the torquise colered 
waters, diving beneath rainbows, at the feet of the rugged Shining Tops mountains; wolf 
tracks mark the white sand beaches and inland, animals paths — caribou, lynx, bear, fox, 
marten -crisscross the intricate tapestry of lichen and mosses, wildflowers, and berries of all 
varieties. Eagles soar from giant granite cliffs. 

Innu and Inuit Ignored 

Billions of dollars have exchanged hands over mineral rights to this land, by those who have 
never set foot in Labrador. After one of the most intense bidding wars in Canada’s history, 
nickel giant Inco, of Sudbury fame, successfully out-bid Falconbridge, buying out Diamond 
Fields Resources shares in Voisey’s Bay at $4.5 billion. Diamond Fields biggest shareholder, 
the infamous environmental criminal, Robert Friedland (who is associated with both the 
Summitville, Colorado, and Guyuna mining disasters) walked away from the deal with $650 
million, meanwhile the people of the barrens, many of whom were bom and raised in Emish, 
remain virtually destitute. 

Neither the Innu nor the Inuit were informed before Diamond Fields set up its exploration 
camp in the winter of 1994-95. Since a group of Innu occupied Diamond Field’s exploratory 
camp in February, 1995 and evicted the company from the site, the company has been forced 
to consult with the Innu. The Innu have demanded a moratorium on all development until 
their land claims have been settled, and until a full federal/provincial environmental review of 
the project has been completed. Newfoundland has ignored their demands; nevertheless they 
have had some effect. Thanks to the pressure put on the Newfoundland government by the 
Innu and Inuit, the Company has not gained approval for its request to begin construction of 
roads, airstrips and loading dock in April of 1996. 

Friedland is saying that he has learned his lesson and promises the development to be 
“environmentally bullet-proof ’-a promise he has absolutely no authority to make. According 
to a study conducted by the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resouces.there has never been 
a metallic sulfide mine that has not leached sulfuric acid into neigboring streams or ground- 
water. The waste rock, which will constitue 95% of the rock that is dug up, will remain toxic 
for hundreds of thousands of years, and no lining can gaurantee containment forever. No 

...continued inside 






Hydro Development In Nitassinan: A Histo 
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In the early 1960s a Canadian journalist described Hydro Quebec as a “colossus on the 
march”. By the end of the decade, HQ had built over a dozen major dams in eastern Quebec 
(the Manic and Bersimis projects), which were the largest and most technologically advanced 
dams in the world . While HQ was building the Manic projects, and developing the technol- 
ogy for high voltage powerlines capable of transporting electricity over great distances, it was 
also at work with Newfoundland Hydro on the Churchill Falls complex in Labrador. (At the 
time it began operation in 1971 it was the world’s largest dam complex, and it is still Canada’s 
largest electric generating facility. See below] 

The Manic and Churchill projects were the grandfathers of the James Bay projects that would 
follow; they were the first giant steps in the ‘conquest’ of the North. 

With the construction of the Manic projects, the Innu, born and raised in the area submerged 
beneath the massive Manicougan reservoir, not only lost their legacy, their hunting territory, 
their traplines, and their livelihoods, but also all their equipment — canoes, snowshoes, traps, 
tents, utensils — all destroyed in the deluge. None of the Innu who were actively occupying 
the territory were so much as told that there would be flooding. Pierre Vachon (below) re- 
ceived a total of $150 in compensation — as well as a monthly electric bill from Hydro Que- 
bec. 

Since their lands and travel routes were flooded, the Innu hunters of the Manicougan- 
Bestimatites region, like Pierre and Bamabe Vachon, have been confined to reserves where 
they have lived in idleness. 


Churchill Falls: 

One of the World's Great Cataracts 



The Naskapi River bed, one of the dozens of rivers harnessed 
in the Churchill Falls complex. Photo: John Clark 


Pierre Vachon, b. 1906 

They shouldn't have drowned our equipment, they have boats, 
they have motors, they could have said, "We are going to take 
you down there to gather your equipment because the water is 
going to rise soon. " We could have at least saved our equip- 
ment so at least they wouldn 't have destroyed that as well. Our 
way of life was destroyed, we could of at least saved our things. 

The government knew that there were Indians there, and that 
the water was going to rise. They knew that there were hunters all 
around the lake. It was the equipment of our fathers that we 
used from generation to generation, as well as what we bought 
ourselves. All of it was lost. 

You see, I am already 63 years old. It is the forest that gave me 
life, the animals that my father hunted. He said to me: "This Is the 
way that you will live, you also, you will live in the forest. " And 
that is what I did. And now I can no longer live like this, the area 
where I hunted is destroyed and they have even ruined the 
hunting on the coast, it's completely desert, there are no trees. 

How are we supposed to find animals ? 

The way it Is when the Indians go out to hunt today, there is nothing 
left, there Is no more forest. At the other end of the lake, the canoes 
cannot pass, because the drowned trees prevent the canoes from 
passing. Even If we can get to the forest someway, we try to hunt 
but there Is nothing. The animals have gone away. How would you 
like to stay here, where there Is nothing left? 

Bamabe Vachon, b. 191 1 

They took away our culture, our way of life. They didn ‘ t say a word 
to us when they wanted to build the dam. At least, they could have 
offered us jobs. At least If they had warned us. The government 
should have asked us. " What do you do with this river? Do you use 
It? I want to use it. " It's true, the Indian is of no Importance when 
someone wants to do something. 

(Recorded by Arthur Lamothe in 1 973, Les Ateliers Audio-Visuel du 
Quebec. Translated from Innu-aimun,) 


Before acquiring the name Churchill Falls (it was Winston Churchill who put the first $ 1 0,000 
down on the hydro project) the magnificant waterfall, taller than Niagra, was called the Grand 
Falls by the handfull of Europeans or Candians who knew of its existence. The Innu called it 
Patshetshunan , meaning “Great Steam rising,” because of the great mist that ensrouded the 
surrounding forests and lakes for miles around. The so-called Churchill river was the largest 
river in Labrador, draining 29,900 miles, and the Innu’s most important highway into the 
interior. Dammed before its 316 foot plunge, the river now passes through a shaft and into an 
underground tunnel. The numerous lakes and surrounding forests were submerged beneath a 
6,700 sq km reservoir (roughly half the size of lake Ontario). Dozens of rivers, including the 
Naskapi river (pictured), were reduced to a mere trickle. 

In an arrangment between Newfoundland and Quebec, described as “the most notorious 
contract in Canada’s history” Newfoundland is required to sell 85% of the power to HQ at 
pre-1973 prices, which HQ resells at nine times the price. 735 kilovolt powerlines — the 
highest voltage powerlines in the world — carry 35 billion kilowatt hours annually ,the equiva- 
lent of 158,000 barrels of oil a day, across hundreds of miles of subarctic wildlands to south- 
ern markets. 

As occurred with the Manic projects, the Innu were not informed about the flooding. Their 
canoes, tents, traps, and all their belongings were lost, and they were never compensated. 

The Churchill complex has been called “one of Canada’s great successess”. The Innu call 
it “A great crime against the Innu and the Earth.” 


' On Patshetshunan (The Grand Falls) 

I remember one very beautiful lake. It had islands on it. we called It Lake 
Kanlknuanikau. The islands had fir and birch trees mixed together. The Innu 
liked this place very much, I remember arriving there one winter after a 
long journey on snowshoes and towing our belongings on toboggan. We 
usually stayed there throughout the spring and then began our trek back 
to summer camps on the coast. It was a big lake and we used a pole to 
push our canoe up the rapids. Paddling by the small birchy islands was a 
very beautiful sight. There were so many islands. Tshaukuesh was born 
near there early one spring when we headed back to Uashau. Rose was 
born nearby in the fall. Our father delivered them both. I have many good 
memories of fhat place. Now all those small and beautiful Islands are 
underwater. (Maniaten, quoted in Marie Wadden, Nitassinan) 

The Innu not only lived, hunted and travelled over land now underwater, 
they also buried their dead there, and carefully marked sites where 
children were born and when legendary and heroic deeds had occurred. 
The flooding of graves is considered a blasphemous act by many Innu. 
Archeologists speculate that thousnds of years of Innu history disappeared 
with those graves. The single archeologist hired by the companys sur- 
veyed the area before It was flooded, and found campsites and bones a 
thousand years old. That was the first and last survey of one of the most 
Important archeological sites in Canada. Evidence needed to prove Innu 
land rights has been wiped out by those who now make claims to the 
land. (Marie Wadden, Nitassinan: The Innu Struggle to Reclaim Their 
v Homeland , 1992.) 


While Labrador is a bleak and bare country with little soil and of great cold, 
the immediate neighborhood of these Falls is heavily timbered and highly 
scenic... The river for about five miles approaches the Falls as a wide stream 
of tumultuaous rapids, then narrows rapidly to about 500 feet as it plunges 
3 16 feet to a deep circular basin that it has fromed for Itself; from this It 
empties Into a majestic canyon with sheer walls of 300 to 500 feet high and 
through this It roars for some thirty miles. The cliff of solid rock shakes beneath 
the beholders feet, the clouds of spray can be seen for twenty miles and, as 
if to add a finishing touch of beauty to the scene, rainbows perpetually 
hover over it. ("The World's Great Cataracts," Nat. Geog., 1934) 

The noise of the falls has a stunning effect and although deadened 
because of Its enclosed situation can be heard for more than ten miles away 
as a deep, booming sound. The cloud of mist Is also visible from any emi- 
nence within a radius of twenty miles. (A.P. Low, Can. Geog. Journal 1895) 


Indeed, it was Mr. Low who awoke Canada and NF to the fact that 
Labrador In general and the Grand Falls region In particular were worth 
having. He reported that the latter region contained vast deposits of hema- 
tite and magnetite rich In mangenese. The mining would be facilitated by 
their proximity to a tremendous waterfall, estimated capable of generating 
nearly 5 million horse-power. Gradually it has been felt that this area would 
become the key to development of the entire Peninsula. From this centre 
would radiate power to grind forests of spruce Into pulp, saw trees into 
lumber, and to electrify the proposed railway. " (V. Frissell, Geo. Journ.,1927) 







Staking Out Innu Land, cont. from front page 

metallic sulfide mine has ever been reclaimed. Will Mr. Friedland preside over the mountains 
of tailings for hundreds of thousands of years? 

Northern Labrador provides refuge for many species which have been extirpated elsewhere 
in North America: walrus, wolf, polar bear, eagle, Atlantic salmon— and for an indeterminate 
number of endangered species, tenuously clinging to existence in this remote region —most 
notably, the wolverine and the Harlequin duck. In addition to the problem of the tailings, there 
will be sedimentation, which can clog streams and floodplains, and destroy fish and wildlife 
habitats: there will be dust, that may contain pollutants such as sulfur dioxide; there will be, 
most cerrtainly, water pollution and changes in water table levels. In addition, there will be 
smelters and refineries, roads, airstrips, ship traffic, ice-breakers, and an influx of thousands of 
outsiders (mostly men, mostly white) with all of their consumptive and abusive habits. 

The Innu, too, constitute an endangered species. What will this onslaught, and this degrada- 
tion of the ecosystem which forms an integral part of their consciousness and cultural identity, 
mean for the fragile destiny of a people, already struggling with the terrible symptoms of cul- 
tural disintegration? 

And what will it mean for North America, to have closed the cirlce that began, on these same 
sea-battered shores, over 500 years ago? 


SM3: Hydro Quebec’s Current Assault 


What is SM3? 


The SM3 project is a mega-dam complex that will be the 14th dam on the territory of the Innu 
people. All of the dams that have been built in Nitassinan by Hydro Quebec were completed 
without any environmental assessment and without consultation with the Innu people. The 
SM3 project has been vigorously opposed by the Innu community of Mani-Utenam, who 
continue to depend upon the fragile ecosystems that are threatened by the project, for their 
physical, spiritual and cultural survival. Although the SM3 project was the first to go through 
an environmental review, the recommendations of the environmental assessment pane), the 
B APE, were ignored. The panel concluded that the demand for another mega project could not 
be justified given the huge energy surplus in Quebec, and that the environmental and social 
consequences were too great. 

The most contested aspect of the SM3 proposal was a scheme to divert the headwaters of the 
pristine Moisie River. The Moisie has been called “the most important Atlantic Salmon river in 
North America” by the Atlantic Salmon Federation, and to the Innu of Mani-Utenam, it is their 
“Great River”, and remains their most important tie to the traditional life. 

Construction Underway 

Despite the fact that Quebec has a 4,000 megawatt surplus, HQ is spending $2.8 billion dol- 
lars towards further environmental degradation and cultural degradation for the Innu people, to 
produce an additional 500-850 MW of unneeded power. Construction began in 1994; through 
the summer of 1995, 1,400 workers were at the site. By the end of September, an 80 kilometer 
six lane paved highway was nearly complete. 


SM3 Access Roads: 1.5 Billion Trees 

During the debate over the construction of HQ’s SM3 project, much of the opposition to the 
project from environmental groups focused largely on the projects potential impacts upon the 
Moisie River salmon. Innu opposition, however, focussed as much on the Moisie salmon as it 
did upon the clearcutting that would inevitably follow the construction of access roads deep 
into the Innu territory. The Quebec Environmental Review Panel (BAPE) crticized HQ’s EIS 
of the SM3 project by stating that it focused exclusively (and inadequeately) on the Moisie 
salmon, and failed to consider other environmental impacts and the cumulative effects of its 
numerous dams along the North Shore as a whole. Forestry, of course, was a so-called second- 
ary impact; it was only within the context of “Economic Impacts” that it was included in the 
debate. At the public hearings on the project, the former manager of the Port Cartier pulp mill, 
closed since 1991, suggested that the deforestation of the SM3 reservoir area would provide an 
opportunity to reopen the plant, and that the SM3 roads would provide access to an extensively 
forested area — “new exploitable areas that will supply the plant over the long term.” 

Lo and behold, the pulp mill in Port Cartier has been re-opened. The key to the resurrection 
of the mill was an “adequate timber supply.” Or more precisely, roads. HQ has contracted the 
Montreal-based company, Uniforet, to clearcut the SM3 reservoir area, and the trees are going 
to Port Cartier. According to Canadian Papermaker, the mill has received a long-range annual 
wood allotment of 1 .5 million trees per year for 100 years, amounting to 1 .5 billion trees. This 
is the largest forestry concession in Quebec’s history, constituting an area approximately the 
size of the state of Vermont —all of it unceded Innu land and the subject of pending land claims 
negotiations. 

Defenders of HQ and hydro electricity in general are fond of comparing hydro-electricity 
favorably to fossil fuels with respect to C02 emissions; but this arguement ignores the relation- 
ships between dams, roads, and clearcuts. HQ exempts itself from contributing to global warm- 
ing, but the “clean energy” argument fails to consider the deforestation both necessary to dam 
construction, as well as the consequences of providing infrastructure for secondary industries. 


Get Involved 


Hydro Quebec has proposed to dam all the major rivers in Quebec by 
the year 2040: the same year that all the nuclear power plants in New 
England are expected to be out of operation. Currently nuclear power 
provides 60-80 percent of New England's electricity. 

Become involved in the energy debate and advocate energy conser- 
vation and efficiency, as well as alternative, locally produced energy 
sources in your State. 


Hydro Quebec's SM3 access road has since been upgraded to a six-lane all 
weather highway. The area pictured forms part of the largest forestry con- 
cession in Quebec's history. An Innu tent and road blockade are visible, 
photo: courtesy of Surete du Quebec 


Churchill Falls II and Muskrat Falls: 
Hydro’s Next Invasion? 

Newfoundland/Labrador Hydro has two more dams proposed for the 
Churchill river in Nitassinan (Labrador). The dams are currently being 
reviewed as a possible source for the huge mining project in Voisey's 
Bay. In 1 995 Quebec re-opened negotiations with Newfoundland over 

the projects. 

Churchill Falls U and Muskrat Falls Proposals 

Gull Island (2264 MW) and Muskrat Falls (824 MW) will provide electricity 
to be sold primarily to Quebec. Two sections of river will be flooded: to a 
distance 190 km upstream from Gull Island covering 86 sq km, and from 
the base of the proposed Gull Island dam to the Muskrat Falls, approxi- 
mately 50 km and covering 36 sq km. The proposed dams would be built 
on unceded Innu territory, and multiply the negative effects of the 
Churchill Falls I project. 

The proponent (Newfoundland government and hydro) present the 
projects as "clean", yet they recognize "...the Lower Churchill valley is an 
exceptionally rich region. Plant growth, and numbers and diversity of 
species are above the average for the region." The project will not only 
consist of the dams, but transmission lines and the TransLabrador high- 
way. Transmission lines to Newfoundland Include 654 km from Churchill 
Falls to the Strait of Belle Isle, where a 16 km underwater line will lead to 
the Island of Newfoundland. Along with the unanswered questions 
associated with high-voltage transmission lines, they will cross traditional 
Innu hunting grounds and will likely cross through spectacular Gross 
Morne National Park, a World Heritage Site. The completion of the 
TransLabrador highway will allow extractive industry Into pristine areas, 
currently being eyed by multinational mining companies. 

The lower Churchill project has been proposed twice before, but the 
lack of energy demand and the lack of cooperation from Hydro Que- 
bec have stalled construction. In 1980, the project received approval 
from the Federal Environmental Board (FEARP), after cursory hearings, 
relying on studies completed In the 1970s. 

Newfoundland Hydro has argued that it should be allowed to go 
forward with construction with Its 16 year old permits (based on a two 
page environmental impact statement) without having to submit to 
further environmental review. 


What You Can Do: 

Please write letters to the Newfoundland, Quebec, and Canadian governments, 
demanding that they respect the rights of the Innu People and remind them that by 
allowing industrial intrusions into Nitassinan they are contributing to the global 
biological meltdown. 


Premier Brian Tobin; Minister of Environment, Kevin Aylward 

POB 8700 St. John’s, NF A1B 4J6 Canada 

Canada 

Prime Minister Jean Cretien; Minster of Indian Affairs, Ron Irwin 
Langevin Block, Parliment Bldgs. Ottawa, ON K1A0A2 Canada 
Quebec 

Lucien Bouchard, Premier de Quebec: 885 Grand Allee est, Ediface J 3e etage Quebec, 
PQ G1A 1A2 Canada 

M. Jaques Brassard, Minster of Environment: 3900 rue de Marly, Sainte-Foy, PQ 
G1X4E4 Canada 

M. Francois Gendron, Minister of Energy /Natural Resources, 5700 43 Avenue, 

Quest Charlesbourg, PQ G1H6R1 Canada J 


Avifauna : pergrine falcon, golden eagle, merlin, boreal owl, harlequin 
duck, ptarmigan, grouse (also many varieties of migratory songbirds 
and seabirds.and waterfowl, with 40% of the ducks and 75% of the 
Canada geese In the Atlantic provinces originating In Labrador)... 
Mammels : caribou, wolves, moose, black bear, wolverine, polar bear, 
foxes, lynx, marten, fisher, otter, lemming.,. 

Marine Mammels : seal (bearded, grey, hooded, harbour, harp, 
ringed), whales (beluga, minke, humpback, right, sperm, narwhal), 
harbour porpoise, killer whale, Atlantic white-sided dolphin, walrus... 
Fish : Atlantic salmon, arctic char, brook trout, stickleback, whitefish... 







NATOs War on The Innu and the Earth 


Low-Level Flying Over Nitassinan 

The first industrial intrusions into Labrador came with the militarization of the Canadian 
arctic and subartic in the 1940s and 50s. When the US airforce built Canada'a largest airfield 
during World War II in the heart of the Innu homeland, the still nomadic Innu would have been 
unaware of the war that was raging across the ocean. In the 1950’s Labrador was chosen as a 
strategic site for practicing wargames in preparation for a conflict with the Soviet Union, be- 
cause of the similarity of its terrain; and because of its location with 
respect to the Soviet Union, Labrador was chosen as the location 
for a web of enemy defense radar systems in the expectation of an 
invasion from over the north pole. Eventually, the US abandoned 
the base (bequeathing to Canada its toxic legacy), but Canada con- 
tinued the practice, leasing out Labrador airspace to the airforces of 
NATO countries for low-level flying excercises. Now that the cold 
war is ostensibley over, the military justification for low-level fly- 
ing practice over the Labrador tundra and tiaga is tenuous at best. 

It was during the 1980’s that the low-level flying over the Innu 
homeland escalted to a level that was intolerable to the Innu. Thier 
hunting camps were consistently menaced by jet bombers scream- 
ing overhead at altitudes as low as 100 ft., and by thousand-pound 
dummy bombs falling from the sky. Hence what may well be the 
longest running, most persistent non-violent campaign in Canada’s 
history was launched. Entire communities occupied the runways 
and consequently filled the jails, with harsher and harsher penalities 
being handed down over the years. In February, 1996, Canada ap- 
proved yet another escalation of these activities, and the Innu’s cam- 
paign to stop the flights continues well into its second decade. 

Wargames To Escalate 

The Canadian government’s response to what had become a high 
profile campaign that had received widespread international sup- 
port, was to conduct an environmental impact study. The DND also 
agreed to develop a so-called avoidance program, so that “senitive 
areas” could be excluded from the flying zones. To the outrage of 
the Innu, on May 1, 1995 the Canadian Environmental Review Panel (EARP) released the 
conclusions of its study on the effects of low-level flying: although it took eight years and $16 
million to complete, the panel of “experts” concluded that the evidence of negative impacts on 
the environment and on the Innu was inconclusive — nevertheless the panel recommended 
that the number of training exercises be doubled. The detailed testimony and heart-wrenching 
appeals of the Innu were altogether ignored. A second bombing range (the first one is covered 
with moon-like craters and littered with bomb casings), ground-level combat practice and for- 
ward firing weapons were all given the green light by the panel. Furthermore, the avoidance 
program was essentially scrapped because- there were-found- to be too-many “sensitive areas” 
for it to be practicable. In other words, the co-existence of wildlife and low-level jet bombers 
was deemed impossible, but it is the wildlife, not the bombers, that will just have to find some- 
where else to go. 

The indescribable noise of the jet bombers — which is unlike anything most of us have ever 
experienced and far exceeds the industrial noise we are accustomed to — is so loud that it 
actually exceeds the pain threshold for humans and the experience of being overflown by a jet 
at an altitude of 100 ft. is, clinically speaking, a form of injury. The force of the jets is enough 


to lift the water off of lakes, and to flip Innu hunters in their canoes. The Innu hunters, who 
know the land intimately, have witnessed the effects on the animals, who have far more sensi- 
tive hearing than we do; birds die of shock; startled foxes devour their kits; caribou become 
disoriented and die of starvation; geese drop their eggs in mid-air. And when the jets have 
come and gone, in the instantaneous flash of a lightening bolt, the exhaust fumes have left a 
poisonous black film over foliage, over the moss-carpeted forest floor, and over the innumer- 
able lakes and streams, where fish turn belly up and wash ashore. 

Long before the environmental assessment was concluded the Innu 
had decided to boycott what was obviously a biased process. “Why doesn’t 
the Canadian public see the inherent bias of a process, where the federal 
government is establishing the terms for a review of its own program?” 
asks Daniel Ashini, Director of Innu Rights and the Environment for the 
Innu Nation. “It’s like asking MacDonalds to conduct a study on whether 
or not it makes good hamburgers. Of course they are going to say they 
make the best hamburgers in the world.” 

Evidence of Negative Impacts 

The testimony of the Innu hunters was dismissed as “unscientific”. 
Nonetheless numerous scientific studies have concluded that low-flying 
aircraft has had a negative affect on wildlife and on livestock .* The DND 
has paid out $145,000 to compensate property owners for damage caused 
by military aircraft. In New Brunswick a fox farmer was paid $45,000 
for the disturbance caused by low-flying aircraft, which caused his foxes 
to eat their newborn kits, and pregnant foxes to abort. An Ontario farmer 
received $10,000 in compensation for the deaths of goats and poultry 
after several passes by military aircraft. 

Stop the Cold War 

Low-level flight training was developed as a cold war strategy for use 
in the event of a war with the now defunct Soviet Union. In no way can 
the offensive “deep strike” strategy be justified as a defensive measure. 
According to the analysis of project Ploughshares, low-level flight train- 
ing in Labrador may even be taken as a provocation, increasing rather 
than decreasing the probability of war. 

The response of the governments of Great Britain and Germany to the appeals of a 
people who are standing at the brink of cultural extinction has been that this is an internal 
Canadian affair, in which they will not intervene. However, an invasion by foreign military 
aircraft, whether simulated or real, is nevertheless a kind of invasion, and while the citizens of 
NATO countries enjoy the so-called security of the policies of deterence, we do so at the ex- 
pense of the peace and security of the Innu. 


Please write letters to these governments, reminding them that by participating in the war 
games in Nitassinan they are contributing to the cultural extinction of the Innu people . 

•Mr. Helmut Kohl, chancellor of the Republic of Germany, Post Fach 12053, 53113 Bonn, 
Germany *Mr. Malcolm Riskind, Minister of Defence, Main Building POB 20701, Ministry 
of Defence, Whitehall, London UK SW1A 2HB *Dr. J.J.C. Voorhoeve, Minister of De- 
fence, 2500 ES, The Hague, Netherlands. 

*( Harrinton and Veitch, Arctic, 1992; Research Info.Bulletin, US Dept, of Interior, N. 87- 
115; Daily Telegraph, July 31,1990; The Ottawa Citizen, June 9, 1990) 
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For more information: 

Friends of Nitassinan POB 804 Burlington, VT 05402 
ph/fax:: 802-425-3820 

Innu Nation POB 119 Sheshatshiu, Labrador A0P 1M0 CANADA 
ph:709-497-8398, fax: 497-8396 email: innu@web.apc.org 

Katie Rich General Delivery, Davis Inlet, Labrador AOP 1A0 
CANADA ph: 709-478-8943, fax:478- 8833 

Or see the Innu Nation web site. 


Support the Innu 

Available from Innu Nation: 

Gathering Voices, Finding the Strength To Help Our Children $15 

Between and Rock and a Hard Place (Innu views on Voisey Bay ) $15 

Nitassinan T-shirts $20 

Please send your generous donation to the Innu Defence Fund, Innu Nation, 
1 9, Sheshatshui , Labrador AOP 1 M0 


y^POB 


[ Subscribe to the Nitassinan News: 

for up to date information and action alerts on issues concerning Nitassinan. 
$15 low income, $25 regular 

I SPECIAL OFFER: With a $30 dollar donation, you’ll receive 
la Nitassinan T-shirt!! size 

| (Please find enclosed donation to the Innu Defence Fund for $ ) 

| name 

. address 

phone/fax/ 

I email 

I Please make checks payable to: Friends of Nitassinan 
| address: POB 804 Burlington, VT 05402 
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Friends of Nitassinan 
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Burlington VT 05402 


This tabloid was produced by Friends of Nitassinan, 
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for the Bears 


A ction. That's what's needed now, and 
action is what you are seeing. Activists 
are literally dug. in at a number of loca- 
tions where the timber industry and US 
Forest Service has planned new roads and timber 
sales in critical wildlife habitat. We’re talking about 
entrenched, organized, long-term resistance evolved 
much beyond the occasional hit-and-run banner 
action. Despite what you might read in the press, 
either the mainstream media or the snarky alterna- 
tive media, not only is Earth First! more active now 
than ever, we are playing a leading role in helping 
to frame the debate over wilderness and wildlife 
protection. We are also setting the agenda for the 
future. You don't have to take my word for this, just 
read it here in the Earth First! Journal. 

It doesn't seem, as our detractors and naysayers 
would have us believe, that we are in much danger 
of losing our focus. 1 talk to people now and then 
who have been to a Rendezvous or two, or maybe an 
action or a meeting and think that they have it all 
figured out. Maybe they are just too scared or lazy to 
act and are looking for rationalizations. Maybe 
they've read some of the scandalous bunk that has 
been written over the last few years. Maybe they 
heard someone give a speech. The problem is, trying 
to figure out Earth First! by going to a Rendezvous is 
like trying to figure out Yale by going to a frat party. 
And if you believe all the media swill, you'd prob- 
ably think we're a naked voodoo hippie cult living 
off tofu or road kill. 

In the local communities where Earth First! and 
other radical environmental groups have been wag- 
ing intensive campaigns a clearer image of our 
movement begins to emerge. Changes are taking 
place across the nation that will truly have long- 
term impacts on the conservation movement. As 
one Idaho County Sheriff's Deputy recently stated 
to a reporter in Dixie, "If you listen to the rhetoric, 
you'd think all Earth Firstlers had two heads and 
carried a bucket of tree spikes. It just ain't true. If I 
drove all the way out here and saw all these clearcuts, 
I'd be concerned, too." 

And Earth First! campaigns are scoring victories in 
places like Louisiana, Wisconsin and Maine. A recent 


Pew Foundation-financed poll concluded that the 
public has little confidence that the mainstream 
environmental movement is capable of or willing to 
deal with the rapidly deteriorating ecological crisis. 
By standing between the machines and the destruc- 
tion, grassroots groups are sending a clear message to 
the public about what has to be done. People need to 
take personal responsibility for what is happening 
and act. When we do this, even the most formidable 
of our adversaries can be overcome. 

The publics' discontent with the nationals has 
even reached the US Congress. Now, members of 
Congress, from all sides of the aisle, are willing to 
support far-reaching legislation like the Northern 
Rockies Ecosystem Protection Act and Zero Cut, 
even though this same legislation is opposed by 
most of the national environmental groups. This 
strong public support for the environment has 
caused the right-wing Republicans to do a full re- 
treat on gutting the Endangered Species Act and 
weakening other laws. Clearly, support for the envi- 
ronment is far deeper than the skeptics who lobby 
Congress for the Group of Ten were telling us just 
last year when they said to expect less and prepare 
to compromise more. It is not the conservationists 
who are considered radicals now, it is Newt Gingrich. 

That's the good news. The bad news is, of course, 
that even in the light of changing attitudes, public 
support and new momentum, things are still get- 
ting increasingly worse. Democrats, eg President 
Clinton, rather than being a barrier against bad 
legislation, are now a major threat with their own 
legislation. They seem intent on giving the timber, 
mining and grazing industry everything they want. 
Unbelievably, many of the largest environmental 
organizations in the country are going along with it, 
just to get more of these Democrats elected! It is no 
wonder that many environmentalists like David 
Brower are supporting the presidential candidacy of 
Ralph Nader. The message here is, if they want our 
vote, they must earn it. 

And if that ain't bad enough, we are sometimes are 
own worst enemy. Grassroots organizations are still 
too inward looking. We need to focus our energy 
less on turf and personality conflicts and more on 



old-fashioned grassroots organizing. We can alter 
the balance of power in this country by using 
language that unifies people and clearly presents 
our message. And of course, we have to focus our 
attention on the appropriate targets. In most cases, 
ecological destruction is caused by criminal corpo- 
rate behavior and government refusal to curb it. 
Lifestyle and moral issues like the ones surrounding 
diet, meat-eating and hunting, religious or spiritual 
perceptions of wilderness and nature are all impor- 
tant and merit serious discussion. But this is not 
achieved by equating barnyards with Nazi concen- 
tration camps, fisherpeople or women with murder- 
ers, blaming all the ills of society on Judeo-Chris- 
tianity or western thought, on white males, un- 
documented Mexican immigrants, computers or 
even television. This is not to say that any or all of 
these factors lack an ecological cost. All human 
activity has an ecological cost. But at the same time, 
all humans are potentially capable of contributing 
to a solution. 

We should think very carefully before we make any 
of these issues a litmus test on whether or not 
someone is a good activist or a bad activist. It is 
impossible to determine the quality or quantity of 
someone's action by whether or not they put cheese 
on their pizza or believe Elvis is still alive. If they are 
actively involved in protecting the life-support sys- 
tem of planet Earth, then that should be good enough. 

If the future looks bleak for the environment, 
then at least, it is looking better for our movement. 
For some of us, the next few months will be crucial. 
At the time of this writing the timber beasts are 
being held at bay by Earth First! activists in Warner 
Creek, Headwaters Grove, China Left and Cove/ 
Mallard. To be sure, the corporate greedheads and 
their lackeys in the Forest Service will be planning a 
showdown at the barricades soon, with all the 
might in their arsenal. But we are ready for them, 
and the world is watching. 

— Mike Roselle 


NM Gives ADC Welcome Mat 


by Pat Wolff 

New Mexico State Land Commis- 
sioner Ray Powell Jr. stunned New 
Mexico citizens July 9, when he an- 
nounced that he is allowing federal 
Animal Damage Control (ADC) wild- 
life killers to resume their notorious 
operations on state trust lands. 

Powell is allowing these taxpayer- 
financed agents to kill wildlife on be- 
half of ranchers in Chaves, Curry, 
DeBaca, Eddy, Lincoln, Lea and 
Roosevelt counties. This “foot in the 
door" is just the first step that could 
lead to ADC's eventual return to all 
state trust land. 

Under the "new" policy, ADC will 
gun down animals from helicopters 
and airplanes and poison animals with 
M-44 sodium cyanide poison devices 
and the extremely toxic Compound 
1 080. They will also use snares and so- 
called "padded" traps, which the courts 
have determined to be just as cruel 
and injurious as regular traps. 

Powell has justified the return of 
ADC as an alternative to "uncon- 
trolled" killing by individual ranch- 
ers. What he fails to admit is that 
uncontrolled killing will continue, 
with or without ADC, since state law 


allows ranchers to kill wildlife how- 
ever and whenever they want. No 
politician in this state, including 
Powell, is fighting to change that law. 
Ultimately, ADC's taxpayer-funded 
killing just adds to the private slaugh- 
ter already occurring. 

Powell's decision to bring ADC back 
came after a series of secret meetings 
between Powell, ADC and the live- 
stock industry. There was no public 
hearing or comment period to give 
citizens an opportunity to participate 
in the decision-making process, be- 
cause Powell knows how controver- 
sial ADC is. 

In June, the New Mexico Depart- 
ment of Agriculture charged ADC with 
violating the Federal Insecticide, Fun- 
gicide and Rodenticide Act (FIFRA) by 
using M-44 sodium cyanide poisons 
in the Gila National Forest. New 
Mexico Department of Agriculture 
found six instances in which 
uncertified ADC applicators used M- 
44 devices. It also found at least five 
instances of M-44 devices set too close 
to a body of water, too close to a public 
road, without proper warning signs, 
without required notification of medi- 
cal personnel and without documen- 
tation of losses of livestock to preda- 


tors. Despite these crimes and other 
evidence of ADC's lawless nature, 
Powell is trusting ADC to police itself. 
This is the man who will lead ADC 
operations on state trust land. 

Then there is the taxpayer subsidy 
issue. ADC was recently featured on 
the NBC news program “The Fleecing 
of America" as a taxpayer rip-off. In 
New Mexico alone, ADC spends over 
$2 million in taxpayer dollars each 
year to kill thousands of wild animals 
to appease a handful of ranchers. 

Having monitored ADC activities 
for five years, I know from firsthand 
experience that this agency is not ac- 
countable to the public. On June 10, 
for example, I walked into the Roswell 
ADC office and asked to see a public 
document — a copy of ADC’s service 
agreement with sheep rancher/Con- 
gressman Joe Skeen. ADC Roswell di- 
rector Larry Killgo told me I could not 
see this document because it had 
Skeen's unlisted phone number on it. 
I suggested that he black it out and 
give me a copy, but still he refused. "If 
you want to see this you'll have to file 
a Freedom of Information Act request," 
he said with a smile, knowing full well 
that I would have to wait several 
months for a response. 


Killgo is quoted in the award-win- 
ning book Incident at Eagle Ranch, by 
Don Schueler about, ADC's shooting 
of bald eagles from helicopters in 
Texas: 

"I like eagles" Killgo said. "I like to 
see them. I think they're a beautiful 
bird. But in sheep country they should 
be removed. One way or another." 
Killgo said. He is also quoted as saying: 
"We don't really consider it killing. 
We consider it management." 

Despite the fact that predators are 
responsible for only about three per- 
cent of all cattle and calf losses, ac- 
cording to the USDA itself, and de- 
spite the fact that the majority of 
ranchers don't use ADC, this agency's 
operating budget increases every year. 

Members of the public have not 
been heard on this issue, nor have the 
children who are supposed to be the 
financial beneficiaries of state trust 
land policies. Please challenge Com- 
missioner Powell to hold public hear- 
ings and give all citizens a chance to 
express their opinions on this impor- 
tant issue. Let him know his back- 
room deal with ADC is not acceptable. 

For more information, contact New 
West Research, POB 9701, Santa Fe, 
NM 98504; e-mail NewWest@>aol.com. 
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The Oregon Resource Conservation Act: 
Hatfield's Opal Creek Bill Falls Short 


by Michael Donnelly 

Early this year, I spent many hours over the course 
of a couple months as a member of Sen. Mark O. 
Hatfield's Opal Creek Working Group. This body 
was set up to see if the Willamette University Dis- 
pute Resolution Department could work out an 
agreement between conservationists and the timber 
industry on a proposal for protection of Opal Creek. 

So, five conservationists — Regna Merritt, Oregon 
Natural Resources Council (ONRC); Marty McCall, 
Friends of Opal Creek (FOC); Russ Hoeflich, The 
Nature Conservancy (TNC); George Atiyeh, founder 
(now estranged) of Friends of Opal Creek and my- 
self — met with five timber representatives and an 
audience of seventeen big timber politicians and 
bureaucrats... about an even fight. 

Somehow, this all led to Hatfield introducing the 
Oregon Resource Conservation Act, commonly 
known as Hatfield's Opal Creek Bill. The bill split 
the movement, with the current FOC and TNC 
wholeheartedly in support and George, myself and 
most of the original defenders of Opal Creek op- 
posed and ONRC somewhere in the middle. 

The m isguided supporters appear to have accepted 
the haif-a-loaf strategy that has long permeated and 
undermined the forest protection movement. 1 be- 
lieve there are many reasons to question whether 
this is the right vehicle to protect Opal Creek, before 
anyone else gives blanket acceptance of this flawed 
legislation. 

The Original Protection Plan 

Long-time defenders of Opal Creek have long had 
a simple proposal: protection of the entire Little 
North Fork Santiam River drainage from ridgeline to 
ridgeline, from the headwaters of Opal Lake to the 
Forest Service boundary — about 31,000 acres of un- 
protected lands, and we've always included another 
4,000 acres out of the drainage but contiguous 
special lands in the Breitenbush River drainage. 

What is so radical about asking for protection of 
the sole remaining undammed native salmon and 
steelhead river in the Willamette system? The City 
Council of Salem voted 9 to 0 in favor of the entire 
proposal as it also is the Salem watershed. How is it 
that Salem is more radical and so far ahead of the 
Friends of Opal Creek? 

The 2/3rds Loaf 

Hatfield's basic proposal would create a 12,800- 
acre Opal Creek Wilderness, with an additional 
7,500 acres (currently in the Bull-of-the-Woods 
Wilderness) getting a name change and transfer 
into the new Opal Creek Wilderness. He also pro- 
poses a 13,000-acre National Scenic Area along the 
Little North Fork and designation of the spectacular 
Elkhorn Creek as a wild and scenic river. This totals 
about 25,800 new acres to be protected in some 
form, leaving out Breitenbush lands and the Big 
Cedar Creek area — site of a proposed copper mine. 

It’s hard to tell how many acres actually get full 
protection, as the bill changes almost daily. (For 
example, on July 25 language was added stating that 
one of the two purposes of the bill is: "to protect and 
support the economy of the timber dependent com- 
munities in the Santiam Canyon." Huh? What the 
hell does that mean?) But assuming that the Scenic 
lands are inviolate (admittedly, a big assumption), 
it appears that 25,800 of the original 35,000 acres 
will be protected under the bill. 

The Opal Creek Toxic Waste Dump 

In a related issue, the Friends of Opal Creek, the US 
Forest Service, the Persis Corporation and the state 
DEQ have tentatively reached an agreement on how 
to dispose of 5,500 cubic yards of toxic mine tailings 
left over from the 1930s that currently are stored on 
Forest Service land along Battle Ax Creek in the 
proposed wilderness area. This bizarre plan calls for 
moving the tailings an l/8th of a mile to a site along 
Opal Creek on land donated to the Friends in 1993. 
The tailings would be sealed with cement and en- 
cased in a rubber bladder, less than 300 feet from 
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Opal Pool. The 7/10s of an acre of hard-won FOC 
land would then be deeded back to the Forest Service 
and become part of the National Scenic Area. 

Another issue is the Friends of Opal Creek's devel- 
opment plans for the Jawbone Flats area. Persis 
donated the 1 5 acres with the historic mining camp 
at the confluence of Opal and Battle Ax Creeks to the 
FOC in 1993, along with 175 acres elsewhere in the 
drainage. Since there has been no public hearing for 
the area, we know little other than that the FOC's 
plan to remove some historic buildings and artifacts 
and construct new facilities in the furtherance of 
their planned "Forest Institute" (the Starvation Mill 
is already being torn down). A full public process is 
the least that defenders of Opal Creek should de- 
mand before any more dismantling, removal and 
preparation for new construction go forward. 
Christmas Presents for Industry 

Even as he seeks to greenwash himself as he goes 
out the door, Hatfield can't resist handing out a 
smorgasbord of goodies for industry. Consequently, 
he has attached a series of extraneous provisions to 
the Opal Creek bill, each of which is enough to 
poison the entire measure. Even if the 2/3rds could 
somehow be deemed acceptable, these provisions 
certainly are reason enough to oppose the legisla- 
tion. The provisions are: 

1) Coquille Tribal Forest 

The bill directs the Secretary of the Interior to 
transfer 5,000 acres of federal land near Coos Bay to 
the Bureau of Indian Affairs in trust for the Coquille 
tribe, which would get revenue from timber sales 
and other uses of the land. The major concern here 
is the precedent it would create and that the pro- 
posal looks like an attempt to circumvent laws 
governing federal lands logging. 

2) Upper Klamath Basin/Deschutes Basin 

The bill creates two five-year pilot projects that 

direct the Secretary of Interior to work with local 
citizens' groups to recommend ways 
to restore these areas. It provides $5 
million in matching funds to carry 
out the restoration projects. The big 
concern here is that the Klamath 
advisory group represents mostly re- 
source extraction interests and leaves 
out California enviros and commer- 
cial fishing interests. 

3) Bull Run 

The bill supposedly creates tougher 
logging restrictions in Bull Run, 

Portland's watershed, ignoring the 
fact that logging should not occur in 
Bull Run at all. It does not give any 
protective status to the Little Sandy 
River which has been a goal of de- 
fenders of Bull Run for decades. 

4) Mount Hood 

The bill authorizes the exchange 
of 3,500 acres in the Mount Hood 
corridor. The Bureau of Land Man- 
agement (BLM) would swap land 
southwest of Eugene with the 
Longview Fibre Company so that 
clearcuts wouldn't mar the view of 
tourists traveling on roads near Mt. 

Hood, but would take place instead 
in out-of-the-way areas. 

5) Umpqua River 

The bill authorizes $2 million to 

help facilitate land exchanges be- 
tween the federal government and 
timber companies in the Umpqua 
drainage. Once again, the poten- 
tial for mischief here merits con- 
cern. If history is any indication, 
get ready for another fleecing of 
taxpayer assets. 

Newt's Bunn in DC's End 
Game 

When the bill passes the Senate 


and gets to the House, Rep. Jim Bunn (R-OR) has 
vowed to attach an amendment that would transfer 
2.5 million acres of BLM land (former Oregon and 
California Railroad land grants) to the State of 
Oregon. The amendment guarantees local counties 
50 percent of any timber revenue from cutting some 
of the last remaining islands of low-elevation old 
growth. This 50 percent of the revenue is guaran- 
teed to the counties even if it costs the state more 
than the remaining 50 percent to "manage" the 
lands. This plan is even opposed by the big timber 
lackeys at the State Department of Forestry and the 
Governor. 

What's Next? 

It's entirely possible that Hatfield will have to 
drop the attachments to the bill in order for it to 
have any chance of passing. He will likely attach just 
the Opal Creek part as a rider to an appropriations 
bill — ramrodding it through the legislative process. 

Or, in his desperation to greenwash his decades- 
long creation of millions of acres of stumplands, 
Hatfield may push it through as is and even accept 
Bunn's awful transfer. If that happens, it will be very 
interesting to see where FOC and TNC line up. 

Probably, Hatfield will introduce the bill and pass it 
through the Senate just before the August recess. 
Then, when Congress comes back a month later, there 
will be little time for Bunn or anyone else to monkey 
with it and Hatfield will get whatever he wants. 

Many people have spent years fighting to protect 
the Opal Creek/Little North Fork ecosystem. Many 
are not adverse to waiting it out even longer, to see 
if we can get a stand-alone piece of legislation that 
would save the entire area — ridgeline to ridgeline. 
This special part of Salem's watershed, this land so 
many have fought to preserve for so long, this land 
that has been featured as a microcosm of the entire 
ancient forest issue — the subject of a book and two 
major documentaries, this sacred place must be 



Franklin Grove at Opal Creek 
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Global Warming and Corporate Lies 


by Ross Gelspan 

Reports of changes in the world's 
climate have been with us for fifteen 
or twenty years, most urgently since 
1988, when Dr. James Hansen, direc- 
tor of NASA's Goddard Institute for 
Space Studies, declared that the era of 
global warming was at hand. New 
record-setting weather extremes seem 
to have become as commonplace as 
traffic accidents, and three simple facts 
have long been known: the distance 
from the surface of the earth to the far 
edge of the inner atmosphere is only 
twelve miles, the annual amount of 
carbon dioxide forced into that lim- 
ited space is six billion tons; and the 
ten hottest years in recorded human 
history have all occurred since 1980. 
The facts beg a question that is as 
simple to ask as it is hard to answer. 
What do we do with what we know? 

The question became more pointed 
last September, when the 2,500 cli- 
mate scientists serving in the Inter- 
governmental Panel on Climate 
Change issued a new statement on the 
prospect of forthcoming catastrophe. 
The panel flatly announced that the 
earth had entered a period of climatic 
instability likely to cause "widespread 
economic, social and environmental 
dislocation over the next century." 
The continuing emission of green- 
house gases would create protracted, 
crop-destroying droughts in continen- 
tal interiors, a host of new and recur- 
ring diseases, hurricanes of extraordi- 
nary malevolence, and rising sea lev- 
els that could inundate island nations 
and low-tying coastal rims on the con- 
tinents. Never before had the IPCC 
(called into existence in 1988) come 
to so unambiguous a conclusion. Al- 
ways in years past there had been 
people saying that we didn't yet know 
enough, or that the evidence was prob- 
lematical, or our system of computer 
simulation was subject to too many 
uncertainties. Not this year. 

The same week that the statement 
was issued, the island of St. Thomas 
was blasted to shambles by one of 
thirteen hurricanes that roiled the Car- 
ibbean this fall. Scientists speak the 
language of probability. They prefer to 
avoid making statements that cannot 
be further correlated, reinterpreted, 
modified or proven wrong. If (last) 
September's announcement was un- 
characteristically bold, possibly it was 
because the IPCC scientists understood 
that they were addressing their remarks 
to people profoundly unwilling to hear 
what they had to say. 

That resistance is understandable, 
given the immensity of the stakes. 
The energy industries now constitute 
the largest single enterprise known to 
humanity. Moreover, they are indi- 
visible from automobile, farming, ship- 
ping, air freight, and banking inter- 
ests, as well as from the governments 
dependent on oil revenues for their 
very existence. With annual sales in 
excess of one trillion dollars and daily 
sales of more than two billion dollars, 
the oil industry alone supports the 
economics of the Middle East and 
large segments of the economies of 
Russia, Mexico, Venezuela, Nigeria, 
Indonesia, Norway, and Great Britain. 
Restrictions on the consumption of 
oil and coal will have devastating ef- 
fects on the global economy — unem- 


ployment, depression, and social 
breakdown, and ultimately war. It is 
no wonder that for the last five or six 
years many of the world's politicians 
and most of the world's news media 
have been promoting the perception 
that the worries about the weather are 
overwrought. Ever since the IPCC first 
set out to devise strategies whereby 
the nations of the world might reduce 
their carbon dioxide emissions to avoid 
or minimize a four to five degree rise 
in average global temperature, the 
energy industry has been conducting 
a ferocious public relations campaign 
meant to sell the notion that science is 
always a matter of uncertainty. 

Skeptics have repeatedly pointed out 
that although the world's output of 
carbon dioxide has exploded since 
1940, there has been no correspond- 
ing increase in the global tempera- 
ture. The larger scientific community, 
by contrast, holds that this is due to 
the masking effect of low-level sulfur 
particulates, which 
exert a temporary 
cooling effect on the 
earth, and to a time 
lag in the oceans' ab- 
sorption and release 
of carbon dioxide. 

Yet on reading the 
news from the IPCC, 
one must wonder 
how the oil company 
publicists would con- 
front the most recent 
series of geophysical 
events and scientific 
findings. To wit: 

•A 48-by-22-miles 
chunk of Larsen Ice 
Shelf in the Antarc- 
tic broke off last 
March, exposing 
rocks that had been 
buried for 20,000 
years, prompting Rodolfo del Valle of 
the Argentine Antarctic Institute to 
tell the Associated Press, "Last No- 
vember we predicted the ice shelf 
would crack in 10 years, but it has 
happened in barely two months." 

•In April, researchers discovered a 
70 percent decline in the population 
of zooplankton off the coast of south- 
ern California, raising the questions 
about the survival of several species of 
fish that feed on it. Scientists have 
linked the change to a one to two 
degree Centigrade increase in the sur- 
face water temperature over the last 
four decades. 

•A recent series of articles in the 
Lancet, a British medical journal, linked 
changes in climate patterns to the 
spread of infectious diseases around 
the world. The Aedes aegypti mosqui- 
toes are now being reported at 1,150 
meters in Costa Rica and at 2,200 
meters in Colombia. Ocean warming 
has triggered algae blooms linked to 
outbreaks of cholera in India, 
Bangladesh, and Pacific coast of South 
America, where, in 1991, the disease 
infected more than 400,000 people. 

•Scientists previously believed that 
the transitions between ice ages and 
more moderate climatic periods occur 
gradually, over centuries. But research- 
ers from the Woods Hole Oceano- 
graphic Institution, examining deep 
ocean sediment and ice core samples, 
found that these shifts, with their tem- 
perature changes of up to seven de- 


grees Centigrade, have occurred within 
three to four decades — a virtual nano- 
second in geological time. Over the 
last 70,000 years, the earth's climate 
has snapped into radically different 
temperature regimes. "Our results sug- 
gest that the present climate system is 
very delicately poised," said researcher 
Scott Lehman "Shifts could happen 
very rapidly if conditions are right, and 
we cannot predict when that will oc- 
cur." His cautionary tone is under- 
scored by findings that the end of the 
last ice age, some 8,000 years ago, was 
preceded by a series of extreme oscilla- 
tions in which severe regional deep 
freezes alternated with warming spikes. 
As the North Atlantic warmed, Arctic 
snow melts and increased rainfall di- 
luted the salt content of the ocean, 
which, in turn, redirected the ocean's 
warming current from a northeasterly 
direction to one that ran nearly due 
east. Should such an episode occur 
today, say researchers, "the present cli- 


mate of Britain and Norway would 
change suddenly to that of Greenland." 

• In a paper published in Science in 
April, David J. Thomson, of the AT&T 
Bell Laboratories, concluded that the 
six-degree Centigrade warming of the 
average global temperature over the 
past century correlates directly with 
the buildup of atmospheric carbon 
dioxide. Separate findings by a team 
of scientists at National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration's Na- 
tional Climatic Data Center indicate 
that growing weather extremes in 
the United States are due to rising 
levels of greenhouse gases with 90 
percent confidence. These items (and 
many like them) would seem to be 
alarming news, worthy of a national 
debate or the sustained attention of 
Congress. But the signs have been 
largely ignored, or qualified with the 
observation that the question of glo- 
bal warming never can be conclusively 
resolved. The confusion is intentional, 
expensively gift wrapped by the en- 
ergy industries. 

The people who run the world's oil 
and coal companies know that the 
march of science, and of political ac- 
tion, may be slowed by disinformation . 
By keeping the discussion focused on 
whether there is a problem in the first 
place, they have effectively silenced 
the debate over what to do about it. 

The coal and oil industry and gov- 
ernments economically dependent on 
coal and oil pump millions of dollars 


yearly into public relations outlets to 
downplay the threat of climatic 
change. For the most part the industry 
has relied on a small band of skep- 
tics — Dr. Richard S. Lindzen, Dr. Pat 
Michaels, Dr. Robert Balling, Dr. 
Sherwood Idso, and Dr. S.Fred Singer, 
among others, who have proven ex- 
traordinarily adept at draining the is- 
sue of all sense of crisis. Through their 
frequent pronouncements in the press 
and on radio and television, they have 
helped to create the illusion that the 
question is hopelessly mired in un- 
knowns. Most damaging has been their 
influence on decision makers; their 
contrarian views have allowed conser- 
vative Republicans such as Represen- 
tative Dana Rohrabacher (R — CA) to 
dismiss legitimate research concerns 
as "liberal claptrap" and have pro- 
vided the basis for budget cuts to gov- 
ernment science programs designed 
to monitor the health of the planet. 
Spokespersons ranging from Vice 
President A1 Gore to scientists 
testifying before the US Congress 
have alleged that the outcome of 
scientific inquiry is influenced 
by sources financing the research. 
Unlike campaign financing from 
political action committees to 
individual candidates, scientists 
are not required to disclose their 
funding prior to testifying before 
Congress or offering comment 
before the media. 

At the IPCC conference in Ber- 
lin, delegations from 170 na- 
tions met to negotiate targets 
and timetables for reducing the 
world's carbon dioxide emis- 
sions. The efforts of the confer- 
ence were hampered by the 
United States and Japan and ac- 
tive resistance from the OPEC 
nations. Leading the fight for 
the most dramatic reductions, to 
60 percent of 1990 levels, was a coali- 
tion of small island nations from the 
Caribbean and the Pacific that fear 
being flooded out of existence. They 
were supported by most western Euro- 
pean governments, but China and 
India, with their vast coal resources, 
argued that until the United States 
significantly cuts its own emissions, 
their obligation to develop their own 
economies outranked their obligation 
to the global environment. In the end, 
OPEC, supported by the United States, 
Japan, Australia, Canada, and New 
Zealand, rejected calls to limit emis- 
sion prematurely. 

The leaders of the oil and coal indus- 
try, along with their skeptical, well- 
paid scientists, relentlessly accuse en- 
vironmentalists of overstating the cli- 
matic threat to destroy 
capitalism.. .technology changes the 
way we conceive of the world. To 
transform our economy would oblige 
us to understand the limits of the 
planet. That understanding alone 
might seed the culture with a more 
organic concept of ourselves and our 
connectedness to the earth. 

For more information, contact Kalee 
Kreider, Ozone Action, 1621 Connecti- 
cut Ave NW, Washington, DC 20009, 
(202) 265-6738, fax 202-986-6041. 

This is an condensed and edited version 
from Harper's Magazine, December 1 995. 
Additional information was obtained 
from Kalee Kreider’s Climate Change 
Backlash Report. 


Global Warming and C0 2 : 



August-September 1996 Earth First! Page 25 




Nez Perce National Forest Violations Exposed 


by Gary Macfarlane 

Twelve environmental groups sub- 
mitted a report outlining problems 
with the Cove/Mallard timber sales in 
the Nez Perce National Forest to the 
National Marine Fisheries Service 
(NMFS), US Environmental Protection 
Agency, and Secretary of the US De- 
partment of Agriculture. 

Through Freedom of Information 
Act (FOIA) requests, representatives 
from Friends of the Clearwater and 
The Ecology Center of Missoula, Mon- 
tana found evidence that the Nez Perce 
NF misled NMFS regarding road build- 
ing and logging activities, and failed 
to comply with environmental laws. 

In 1994, NMFS issued a biological 
opinion that Nez Perce NF should 
postpone proposed road building and 
timber harvest activities associated 
with the Jack Timber Sale until the 
Interior Columbia River Basin Assess- 
ment Environmental Impact 
Statement has been completed. Fur- 
thermore, the Regional Office of the 
Forest Service in Missoula requested 
the Nez Perce NF Supervisor respond 
in writing to NMFS if it could not 
implement Conservation Recommen- 
dations. FOIA requests have found no 
evidence of a response being given to 
this request. The Nez Perce NF has 
ignored the NMFS request. 

In light of Forest Service communi- 
cation with NMFS during January 
1995, on issues pertaining to compli- 
ance with the Biological Opinion, it is 
clear that the Forest Service wanted to 
continue with "ongoing projects" prior 
to approval of the monitoring plan 
mandated by the Biological Opinion. 
(It is also clear the Forest Service stated 
that the Jack sale was not ongoing in 
March of 1995. In the Main Salmon 
RiverTributaries (Northeast) 1995 An- 
nual Report to NMFS the Forest Service 
said, "No activity has occurred in the 
Jack timber sale area as of March 1, 
1995." 

Prior to mid-June 1995, no road con- 
struction was done on the Jack sale . It 
could not be considered an ongoing 
project. 

In summary, NMFS knew that the 
Jack sale was not ongoing when the 
Biological Opinion was issued in Au- 
gust 1 994 . The Forest Service admitted 
on March 1, 1995 that no activity had 
occurred on the Jack sale and only 
asked for interpretation and clarifica- 
tion to allow "continuing of ongoing 


projects" in its January letters to NMFS. 
There was no Forest Service reply to 
the contrary about the Biological 
Opinion's recommendation that ac- 
tivity be deferred on the Jack timber 
sale. This information would certainly 
lead a NMFS administrator, located in 


an office far from the Cove/Mallard 
area, to conclude that nothing would 
happen on the Jack timber sale in the 
near future. 

Thus, it certainly seems logical to 
conclude that the NMFS approval of 
the Nez Perce National Forest's moni- 
toring plan was based partly upon 
such an assumption. It seems the For- 
est Service deliberately misled NMFS 
as to what was really the "ongoing" 
work and whether or not the recom- 
mendations would be followed. 

It is also clear that the Forest Service 
has not met its requirements under 
the Biological Opinion. Specifically, 
the FOIA asked that the monitoring 
information be provided as per the 
terms and conditions of the Biological 
Opinion and the March 1, 1995, Nez 
Perce NF sediment monitoring plan. 
An annual report is due to NMFS on 
March 1 of every year and that report 
is supposed to include such monitor- 
ing information. No annual report for 
this year was sent to us, as evidenced 
by its absence in the FOIA response, 
even though the response letters to 
our FOIA request were dated March 1 9 
and May 28 respectively. In fact, no 
monitoring data that would provide 
the background information for the 


1996 (or 1995) annual monitoring re- 
port was provided. Evidently, the 
required monitoring was not done. 

The report submitted by the envi- 
ronmental groups included photos and 
video documentation of improperly 
marked cutting units in violation of 


PACFISH standards, poor road loca- 
tion and construction, and ineffective 
mitigation measures. Recent photos 
show many problems including a 
slump on the Jack road cut where the 
road was placed over a small spring, 
improper stream buffers, and excess 
sediment in streams. 

The Noble Timber Sale has several 
violations: trees cut that were sup- 
posed to be left standing, inadequate 
no-cut buffer zones by creeks, severe 
road bank erosion, lack of slash filters, 
and sedimentation in creeks. In addi- 
tion, Little Mallard Creek, drainage 
for the Noble Sale Area, was found to 
have very high levels of sediment. 
Thus, the assumptions made in the 
Environmental Impact Statements 
(EIS), the Biological Opinion and other 
documents about the effects of miti- 
gation and the small effect of sediment 
are invalid. 

The cumulative effects of stream sedi- 
ment have been poorly analyzed. 
Photo documentation shows sediment 
from road construction running di- 
rectly into the Comstock Creek, a creek 
within the analysis area. The Cove 
and Mallard EISs, the Biological Opin- 
ion and the Forest Service's Biological 
Assessment assumed that mitigation 


measures would be used and would be 
effective. The photos show that is not 
the case. 

The contractor began construction 
on the Jack sale spur roads — projects 
which were not completed in 1995 — 
prior to thejune 15 beginning date in 
the timber sale contract. We are very 
concerned about sedimentation, es- 
pecially with the above-normal 
precipitation during this past year. 
Road construction caused extensive 
damage in wet areas and sediment 
slash buffers are incomplete. 

Nez Perce NF's lack of concern with 
National Environmental Policy Act 
(NEPA) and the Endangered Species 
Act (ESA) became evident the mo- 
ment the ink was dry on the Records 
of Decision for the Cove and Mallard 
projects. In response to the US Fish 
and Wildlife Service's request that 
delays in scheduling be implemented 
for the Rhett, Noble and the Rabbit 
sales for "conservation of the gray 
wolf," the Forest Service stated: 

"Rescheduling the sales after 1 995 and 
assessing the impacts would not be within 
the scope of the analysis in the Cove EIS. 
The interdisciplinary team concluded that 
a site-specific EIS with projects extending 
over eight to ten years would be almost 
certain to require supplementation if not 
complete revision in light of new informa- 
tion or changed circumstances or both. " 

While the Forest Service usually con- 
siders five years the maximum time 
for implementation of site-specific 
projects, the rest of the statement 
shows that the Forest Service has fur- 
ther violated its own policy regarding 
NEPA and the ESA. The listing of 
salmon as "endangered" clearly con- 
stituted "changed circumstances" 
under NEPA's own definition. How- 
ever, no supplemental EIS has been 
written. The Records of Decision fur- 
ther states if "sales were to be 
rescheduled later in the planning de- 
cade, the rescheduling could not be 
done in the Cove EIS." Still, that is 
precisely what has happened with the 
so-called delays, be they caused by the 
listing of the salmon, the usual slow 
pace of bureaucracies, or any other 
reason. 

The Cove/Mallard resistance is enter- 
ing its fifth year of direct action in defense 
of the Big Wild. To get involved, contact 
the Cove/Mallard Coalition atPOB 8968, 
Moscow, Id 83843; (208) 882-9755; e- 
mail: cove@moscow.com. Visit our web 
site at: http://www.misc.org/cove/ 



The latest in a line of new options that await the weary road-weary traveler. Come see this model 
and others on display at lack Squat. But don't delay, the Forest Service could drop by any day! 


It’s Jack Squat 
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had been done at the blockade; another gave the activists a rating of "ten." The 
so-called Rainbow gathering regulations, which restrict gatherings of more 
than 75 people, were not enforced at the Rendezvous site either. The last thing 
the Freddies wanted to do was attract the attention of a few hundred Earth 
Firstlers and other allied eco-activists. 

Against this backdrop, the nocturnal Big Pink Bunnies began their work. It 
seems these mammals, who apparently love to rehabilitate noxious roads, are 
most prevalent around Earth First!-type gatherings. Whether they be extraor- 
dinarily large lagomorphs, dream-time dopplegangers or committed activists, 
these critters are Goddess-sent. Night after night during the Round River 
Rendezvous, while the RRR revelers were all snug in their bedrolls, serious 
road restoration (can you say ripping!?), curious windfall, and mysterious 
rune writing took place on, in, and around the Jack Creek road. Tank traps and 
ditches evolved, a 25-foot section of road was ripped out, and two log cabins 
appeared on the road! There were even rumors of rousing music accompany- 
ing the busy denizens of the night. 

This rendezvous was a precedent setter. An ongoing action took place 


nearby, one in which it seems the whole movement became involved. Many 
rendezvous attendees walked the overland route or drove to the Jack Sale area, 
saw gorgeous views of the Big Wild, and vowed to help Cove/Mallard activists 
continue to hold the Jack Road. 

On Monday, July 8, a horde of activists visited the Red River Ranger Station, 
intent on saving Cove/Mallard. District Ranger Ed Wood was not there to 
address the citizens. He was on vacation, packing for the river. Rumor has it 
he will "retire" by the end of the field season if not sooner. Ranger Ed must 
enjoy going down the river. 

Interestingly, the road contractor was supposed to finish work by July 12 but 
apparently was willing to give it up rather than deal with us. They started 
roadbuilding a week earlier than they were supposed to, probably to make up 
for lost time during the rendezvous week. However, a week after the rendez- 
vous was over, the Freddies still weren't willing to bust activists on the road 
or post a closure. 

You can still help even if you didn't make it to the RRR. Come this summer to Cove/ 
Mallard or join the roadless rescue tour that will travel to other Wild Rockies hot spots. 
Don't forget your pick and shovel. The geological formation underlying the Big Wild is 
the igneous Idaho Batholith: there's gold in them thar' hills. For more information 
contact the Cove/Mallard Coalition atPOB 8968, Moscow, ID 83843; (208) 882-9755. 
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HOLLYWOOD COMES TO THE ANCIENT FORESTS 

Baywatch Star Visits China Left Road Blockade 


On July 18, television star Alexandra Paul visited 
the site of the China Left blockade to lend her 
support to ancient forest protection efforts. Ms. 
Paul, who plays the character of Lt. Stephanie 
Holden on the most watched television show in 
the world, "Baywatch," is known for her work on 
overpopulation and nuclear testing issues. Her 
concern about the fate of ancient forests has in- 
creased with the recent passage of the Salvage 
Rider, and the subsequent acceleration of logging 
on public lands. 

"China Left is exactly the type of logging that 
should not happen on our National Forests, " stated 
Ms. Paul. She continued, "The news has been full 
of reports of the decline of wild salmon. China Left 


will only hasten the extinction of these magnifi- 
cent and awe-inspiring creatures. Why does the US 
Forest Service continue to degrade the habitat of 
threatened species?" 

Ms. Paul was aghast that the US Fish & Wildlife 
Service is allowing the Forest Service the "inciden- 
tal take" of two pairs of spotted owls at China Left. 
"1 am stumped," she said. "1 grew up thinking the 
Forest Service and Fish & Wildlife Service were out 
there protecting our national forests. Instead, they 
are paving the way for private interests to make 
their profit by destroying our national heritage." 

Ms. Paul toured the China Left blockade, lending 
her moral support and gathering information to 
take back to other concerned Hollywood celebri- 


ties. She was excited about her visit: "These activ- 
ists are the real celebrities, the real heroes. This is 
unglamorous, dangerous work that they are doing 
from their hearts. That shows qualities that have 
sadly become all too rare in this world. It does my 
heart good to see these young people acting with 
such integrity and courage.” 

To get to the blockade: From Hwy. 199 in Cave 
Junction, drive east on Caves Hwy. (Hwy. 46) nine 
miles to FS road 4612. Follow 4612 for another eight 
miles until reaching FS road 080 on the left. Park 
beyond the gate and walk up road 080 for 1/2 mile. 

For more information contact the Siskiyou Forest 
Defenders, POB 400, Williams, OR 97544; (541) 
732-3101. 


China Left Road(less Area) Expansion Project Scheduled for Completion 
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claim, "Cumulative impacts from the China Left 
timber sale and past clearcut logging would raise 
sediment levels in the streams to 48% above natural 
levels." The Forest Service receives a dubious "ben- 
efit" from ignoring their own advice. For example, 
a 1973 report stated that high-elevation clearcuts in 
the Siskiyou were plagued with reforestation fail- 
ures: "Above 4, 100 feet, clearcutting is questionable 
from a solar radiation standpoint. Above 5,000 feet 
it is out of the question." All units in China Left are 
above 4,000 feet with some units reaching over 
5,000 feet. And one needn't look far across the 
valley to see evidence of clearcuts from the 60s, 
which remain weedlots to this day. 

While nobody is defending the merits of this 
timber sale (except our friends at Rough & Ready 
Lumber), the masses are rallying to defend the 
merits of clean streams and wild forests. This be- 
came apparent to the Forest Service after the 4th of 
July weekend. They realized upon walking up FS 
Road 080 that things were ominously out of whack. 
Their own gate was locked shut. Stone walls had 
manifested in the middle of the road. As they 
climbed, things only got worse. They came across 
ditches in the road, one of which was over 5 feet 
deep. Then they came to a rock-and-concrete wall 
with multiple lock-boxes (for locking one's arm to), 
then a couple of 20-foot-high tripods, more walls 
fitted with sharpened spears (for the "Braveheart" 
effect) and a '78 Bonneville (sans wheels) sitting 
above a buried dragon (a.k.a. a cement filled barrel 
with a lock box). Oh yeah, they also discovered 
about 40 dedicated forest defenders who seemed to 
have no intention of letting the Forest Service carry 
out any timber sales there. 


Being good public servants, the 
Freddies took immediate action. They 
cut the foreign lock off the gate at the 
bottom of the road, thereby gaining ac- 
cess to about 100 yards of FS Road 080. 
Unfortunately, by the time they returned 
the next day, the gate was locked once 
more, this time encased in several feet of 
concrete on both ends. Like so many of 
their Forest Service brethren, these agents 
were witnessing a strange new geologi- . 
cal force at work. As seen at Warner 
Creek, and now Cove/Mallard as well, 
their roads are being undermined. Like 
all systems contrived and ordered by 
disturbed human minds, roads are in 
opposition to natural forces. Call it en- 
tropy. Call it a return to balance. The 
Freddies are calling it a problem — which 
is why forest activists are urgently 
needed. Right now the campaign needs 
motivated people (and money, of course) 
to help maintain the blockade. Come 
spend some time in the beautiful Siskiyou 
mountains and drink the clear waters of 
Sucker Creek. Connect with this wild 
landscape and meditate on the need for 
roads into pristine ancient forests. 

See the above article for the address of the 
Siskiyou Forest Defenders (donations appreci- 
ated) and for directions to the Siskiyou Free 
State at Sucker Creek. 

(At press time, Rough and Ready began to cut 
Unit 4, the only unit not protected by the 
blockade. As roadless, ancient forests fall, it is 
imperative that the entire Sucker Creek drain- 
age receive our utmost support. — MB) 


This beautiful car could be yours! Or you could bring your car here. 
Vehicle maintenance performed at Sucker Creek free of charge! 


Animal Damage (out of) Control 


Wild Wasatch Front EF! of Brigham, 
Utah calls for an immediate halt to all 
Animal Damage Control (ADC) wild- 
life killing and the immediate removal 
of all traps, snares, M-44's, and other 
killing devices now in place. ADC is the 
death squad of the Agriculture Depart- 
ment. It's primary function is to 
respond to rancher complaints by de- 
stroying all predators deemed 
troublesome by the powerful ranching 
lobby. ADC routinely kills coyotes and 
other predators perceived as threats by 
western ranchers, without verifying 
livestock losses. 

In 1 994 ADC spent $ 1 0 million, more 
than a third of its total budget, destroy- 
ing predators in the name of livestock 
protection. According to ADC's own 
inadequate records for 1 994, they mur- 
dered 85,571 coyotes, 8,973 foxes, 
1,928 bobcats, 293 mountain lions and 
163 black bears. Using traps, snares, 


poisons and aerial guns, ADC killers 
have continued to kill predators that 
otherwise would play a critical role in 
maintaining healthy ecosystems. 

According to a 1 990 General Account- 
ing Office report, ADC field agents in 
Utah shot coyotes on grazing allot- 
ments leased by the US Forest Service 
even though on 60 percent of those 
allotments there was no evidence that 
coyotes had killed sheep during the 
previous grazing season. 

ADC hit men destroy thousands of 
other "nontarget" animals, some of 
them endangered, as well as species that 
are the linchpins holding entire ecosys- 
tems together. For example, ADC and 
ranchers poisoned an estimated 94,972 
prairie dogs in one year in Nebraska 
alone to make way for agriculture and 
livestock. More than 100 other species, 
including badgers, swift and kit foxes, 
hawks, burrowing owls, and black- 


footed ferrets, depend on prairie dogs as 
prey or use their burrows for shelter. 

ADC couldn't care less about the toll 
poisonirig takes on the health of natural 
ecosystems. They take their orders di- 
rectly from Congress and the powerful 
ranch lobby represented by the likes of 
Orrin Hatch, James Hansen, Enid Green, 
Robert Bennett and Bill Orton. 

The debate over ADC's purpose boils 
down to three questions: Should the 
federal government subsidize the kill- 
ing of predators to protect privately 
owned livestock? To whom is the 
agency accountable? Do its benefits 
outweigh its profound ecological li- 
abilities? There is a certain hypocrisy in 
the fact that ranchers affiliated with 
the Wise Use movement want the fed- 
eral government to stay out of their 
lives where the Endangered Species Act 
is concerned, yet also want govern- 
ment predator control. Why should 
you and I be required to pay for pro- 
tecting a private rancher's lambs on 
federal land (our land)? 


In 1993, a group of conservationists, 
ranchers, scientists and apparel manu- 
facturers came together with the 
intention of finding alternatives to kill- 
ing. The result was the formation of 
Predator Friendly Wool, an organiza- 
tion in Montana that pays wool growers 
higher prices for their raw fleece if they 
agree to refrain from killing coyotes for 
the entire calendar year prior to spring 
shearing. The theory is that the higher 
returns will more than offset any in- 
crease in sheep losses to coyotes. 

To help stop ADC's war on wildlife, 
write to th Secretary of Agriculture Dan 
Glickman and members of Congress at 
1 4th St. St Independence Ave. SW, Wash- 
ington, DC 20250). Demand that the 
indiscriminate killing of wildlife on fed- 
eral land be stopped immediately. Unless 
you can outspend the Utah Farm Bu- 
reau, it will do no good to talk to our 
Utah Delegation. For more information 
on ADC contact Wildlife Damage Re- 
view at POB 85218, Tucson, AZ 85754; 
(520) 884-0883. 
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Ned 
Ludd 

Culverts: Pull, ’em, don’t plug ’em 


Ned Ludd is an open forum for the discussion of 
monkeywrenching and other tactics 
useful to the struggle against the 
modern industrial juggernaut. 




BY N. SCRUTABLE 

While strolling along a rather controversial Forest 
Service road the other day, I came across a culvert 
that had been deliberately plugged up with rocks 
and debris. The thinking had evidently been that 
the water that would have gone through the culvert 
would now wash over the road and gradually erode 
it away, making the road impassable to logging 
trucks and other vermin. While displays of enmity 
toward roads and the species that find them useful 
are certainly understandable, the action of plugging 
culverts also brings about a number of ecologically 
unpleasant effects that should be seriously consid- 
ered by any midnight recreationist. 

To understand what happens when culverts don't 
work, one should first consider what happens when 
they do work. Culverts are installed for two primary 
reasons: first, because roads cross streams occasion- 
ally, and second, because roads generally screw up 
natural drainage patterns. Culverts at stream cross- 
ings act as cheap bridges and let the water flow 
under the road without picking up sediment at the 
road-stream intersection. Culverts located mid slope 
are often called relief culverts, and their job is to 
restore some natural drainage. These culverts col- 
lect water from the inside ditch and pass it under the 
road and down the hill, where it will theoretically be 
soaked up by soil and vegetation and separated from 
the sediments it bears. 

When you plug a culvert at a stream crossing, the 
result is immediate and obvious: the road forms a 
dam in the stream, and the water goes about the 
business of eroding the road away bit by bit, cutting 
its way down to the original stream bed. If things go 
well, this will be gradual and will only slice out a 
thin section of the road, and add only a few cubic 
yards of sediment to the stream (roughly the same 
amount that you screamed about when the road 
was built in the first place). If things do not go well, 
the road bed at the crossing will become saturated 
and will fall off of the hillside like a big lump of wet 
cement. If things go really badly, the lump of wet 
road bed will start a debris torrent in the creek. This 
will tear out the stream bed all the way down the 
mountainside and deposit tons of soil, brush, trees 
and boulders at the mouth of the stream. This is not 
pretty (the accompanying photo illustrates the re- 
sult when a culvert happened to be plugged natu- 
rally), particularly for the fish attempting to live and 
spawn in that huge pile of muck you and the road 
just put in the river below. 

When you plug a relief culvert, the results may not 
be so immediate or obvious, but may be just as 
catastrophic for fish. The next time there is a big 
storm, or next spring when there is plenty of snow 
melt, water will likely run down the inside ditch all 
the way to the nearest stream, merrily picking up 
road sediment along the way. Or, water will simply 
soak into the road bed or run over the road, 


causing the same sort of mess that can happen at 
stream crossings. 

Short of lobbing dirt clods into the creek, there is 
no more effective way of adding sediment to a 
watercourse than by plugging culverts. So, 1 say, 
don't do it. Ever. 

Removing culverts altogether, though, is an en- 
tirely different matter. When culverts are installed, 
they generally come pretty close to following the 
natural contour of the land. If you dig one up, what 
you have left is a ditch that is more or less where the 
natural drainage occurred in the first place. The 
trick is making this ditch large enough to accommo- 
date peak stream flows and letting the water find its 
natural course without adding a bunch of that nasty 
road sediment to it. 

I iere's how you can do it: , : £h 

1) Working at low 

stream flow (usually late 

summer or fall), dig a 
trench in the road sev- 
eral feet to the side ot the 

culvert. Skipthisstepand 
go to step 3 if you are 
working on a relief cul- 

vert that's already dry this T 

time of year. Line the new 

trench with some kind ot ' *• 
plastic (go to K-Mart and 

get one of those long plas- "'NR 

tic sheets you spread out v 

on the lawn and run wa- ^ 

ter down so kids can jump ^ VJ 

on and go sliding across). vjfcj- f - , 

2) Divert the stream ‘ 

into your plastic-lined ^ iml tkv-. 'V* f 
trench. Plastic sheets 7RL 

draped over something . . 

solid work pretty well for ■l’*’ 
a temporary diversion %% •'V? f' 
dam. xVjL' 

3) Dig up the culvert, ’Nj*> ""- x % 

which should now be dry. £ ' ^ . v - 

Don't forget to punch a Hg&g 

few good sized holes in it •» n ^ s ^ 

if you are opposed to cul- » v ~ X. .•/>»:' 

vert reuse. [Ed. note-For 

other creative uses of cul- L - 

verts, see the Jack article on *\\ , ** 

frontpage.] :'\ n 

4) Enlarge the trench nV * ; v- 

the culvert was in to k 

about five times as big as w ■' "ki- 
ttle most water you could ~ - \ 

ever imagine coming / VJ? 

down the stream. THINK '*"*'* * * ' 

BIG. The culvert itself was 
generally adequate to ‘ 

handle 10 or 25 year high v 

flows if it was old, or 50 


to 100 year high flows if it was new. You want your 
reclaimed stream bed to last forever. 

5) Try to get as much fine soil out of the culvert 
trench as you can. It’s best if you can get it down to 
bare rock, or fill the trench back in a bit with cobble- 
sized rocks. 

6) When you are happy that the old culvert trench 
is BIG and the bottom is made of rock, not dirt, 
divert the stream back from your slip 'n' slide. 

7) Install a nice sign reminding drivers that the 
road is closed. 

8) Go to work forcing the Forest Service to do all 
this hard work so you don't have to, and remind 
them to return the entire road to contour, not just 
pull the culverts. 


• f *V * ,,^Vj ^ 


■ i W\ ft iliWTii • af*i » • a 1199*1 u M » * 


Robbie Freres, owner of Freres 
Lumber Co., claims that twelve-inch 
steel and ceramic tree spikes were found 
in logs from the controversial Santiam 
Canyon old-growth timber sale, "Red 
90. " Freres claims that milling the spikes 
caused several thousand dollars worth 
of damage, but no one was injured. The 
spikes allegedly damaged a lathe. 

So far, no one has been killed or 
injured as a result of hitting a spike 
with a chain saw or mill equipment. 

According to Mr. Freres, his 
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millworkers found three spikes in late 
June while peeling logs at the Freres 
veneer plant in Lyons, east of Salem. 

The logs were harvested from Red 90, 
a sale near Detroit, Oregon that had 
been released under the federal salvage 
rider. The company started logging the 
sale in June, about six weeks after an 
April 27 protest in the area that led to 
28 arrests. 

Mr. Freres appeared in Lebanon Jus- 
tice Court on June 27 demanding resti- 
tution from the protesters. Between 


now and then he must have decided to 
get it from the government. On July 
1 1 , the judge told defendants that there 
were "no allegations of any kind" 
against them for the spiking. He said 
this because Freres' appearance in court 
was loaded with allegations, but they 
were his and not the court's. 

Two years ago, Robbie Freres billed 
the federal government $32,800 after 
workers found dozens of spikes on a 
timber sale on Mary's Peak near 
Corvallis. The government reimbursed 


roughly half the expenses attributable 
to the sabotage. 

Freres Lumber Co. was convicted in 
the past of bid rigging and they already 
had a bad reputation in the local media. 
Now they want to make a quick buck off 
the government. The fact that no one is 
took credit for the spiking suggests that 
no environmentalists did it at all. In 
fact, at the trial in Lebanon, it was 
revealed that the alleged "spikes" were 
actually pieces of old barbed wire im- 
bedded in the wood from years earlier. 




Forest health 
in the balance 


Originally developed to overcome some of the 
wejffcrfesses of the tripod, the bipod, (or “Bison" as 
it is affectionately known) is a more robust and 
technically more complicated device than its 
predecessor. This device is very dangerous if 
improperly constructed. Consequently, anyone 
considering one is advised to construct a practice 
one in a safe place first without the imminent 
threat of law enforcement. Contrary to most "brute 
force" blockades such as concrete-filled barrels, 
where stronger is better, bipods are blockades of 
finesse and frailty. 

The Basic Principle 

The two ropes or cables attached to the bipod are 
the primary blockade. If either of the two lines is 
cut or moved an uneven force is placed on the 
structure, collapsing it. The lines in the road are 
anchored sufficiently far to preclude the use of a 
boom truck in removing the bipod sitter. 

The structure can't be lowered even if sufficiently 
strong tiedown lines 
are used. As the 
angle of the bipod 
with respect to the 
road surface 
decreases, the force 
on the tiedown lines 
and the structure's 
base 


Bipod Armor 


The original Bison, at the Warner Creek blockade 

Step 6 

Depending on the pole length, the distance of 
the rebar from the base of the structure should be 
as displayed in the table below. 

Drive both pieces of rebar into the road bed at 
approximately a 45-degree angle with the road 
surface about 18 to 24 inches in depth so that they 
trisect the width of the road. 

Step 7 

Position people as necessary at the top of the 
bipod, while the remainder haul on the rope (at- 
tach prusiks to the rope to serve as hand holds). Lift 
the structure in place and secure the tie down ropes 
to either the rebar or the gate. 

If a come-along is to be used to raise the struc- 
ture, add a third piece of rebar midway between the 
other two to attach the come-along onto. If a gate 
is being used, be sure it is locked (with your lock) 
then attach the come-along to the gate structure. 
Come-alongs require less effort, but people power 
is faster. 

Step 8 

Cut the haul line to appropriate length to serve 
as a prusik line and send the bipod sitter, platform 
and supplies up. 


increases 
dramatically and the 
structure becomes 
inherently unstable. 

Thelegs will kick out 
by the time the 
structure reaches 45 
degrees. All this 
make the Bison an 
unlikely candidate 
for lowering. 

Materials 

(2) 30 inch sections _ 

of rebar 

(2) 100-foot (at a 
minimum) lengths 
of rope or cable 

85 feet prusikable line (1 inch ) 

50 feet lashing line 
15 feet 1” tube webbing 
lots of barb wire or even better razor wire (handle 
very carefully with gloves) 

15d nails 

fence staples 

Rigged tree-sit platform 


T I CtHT I ft TDNGr 
TWIC.1C V/ALL PVC PlPC 


A gate attachment may be fortified 
by encasing the rope in tight-fitting 
PVC pipe or hydraulic line. 



The two poles should be 
moved onto the road and 
lashed together about two 
feet from the top 

A shallow depression 
should be dug for the legs to 
catch on once the poles are 
raised into place. 

Step 4 

A heavy rope approximately 
the same length as the legs 
should be attached to the lash- 
ing area. This rope will serve 
both to raise the structure and 
to provide a prusik line for the 
bipod sitter. 

Step 5 

The one-inch tube runner 
should also be affixed to the 
lash point; this will serve to 
support the bipod sitter's 
platform. 

Attach the cables or ropes 
that will hold the structure 
up to the lash area. Care 
should be taken to keep 
them out of the armoring 
on the legs. 



i 
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Who Shall Wield 


continued from page 3 

I've been around political 
activists of every stripe for decades, 
and believe that if you eliminated 
beer drinkers, pot smokers, 
tobacco addicts, or (fill in the 
blank) and their close friends in 
an attempt to meet a drug free 
standard of higher spiritual 
consciousness within almost any 
political organization, you'd have 
a bunch of conservative Southern 
Baptist- types who probably 
couldn't organize their way out of 
a paper bag. 

Beginning with focusing 
attention on personal lifestyle 
issues that have little or nothing 
to do with external political 
effectiveness, and by opposing 
the development of political 
unity through socializing around 
a beer keg, we could logically 
branch out in other obvious 
directions. We could exclude not 
only the heathens who trouble 
Avalon by chanting and jumping 
naked over fires, but those who 
drive cars, non-vegetarians, those 
who have kids, leather shoes, etc. 

And if we really want to do this 
thing up right, we could probably 
find revisionist anthropologists 
willing to claim that prehistoric 
societies never used alcohol or 
herbal drugs for religious or 
celebratory purposes. We could 
attack groups like the Native 
American Church who some may 
suppose use peyote only as a 
phony substitute for deep 
spiritual unity. 

Arguably, if the feds wanted to 
sow the maximum amount of 
dissent among rank and file EFIers, 
one of the easiest ways to do so 
would be to find a Native 
American agent who could 
effectively monkeywrench EF! 
traditions by imposing their own 
superior "Native American" values 
in order to guilt trip any EFIers 
who like to drinkbeer with friends. 

I urge those who believe a 
significant focus of Earth First! 
should be centered on personal 
lifestyle issues rather than 
opposing the sins of the giant 
industrial corporations to form a 
tiny puritanical little neo- 
religious cult of their very own. I 
predict the work of policing the 
correct consciousness within 
such a group would leave little 
time for political activism 
directed against what most of us 
can agree is a seriously troubled 
and spiritually deficient world. 

Unrepentantly pro-choice, 

— Roger Baker 


Dear SFB: 

People should be aware that 
Off-Highway Motor Vehicle 
Recreation Commissioner Don 
Amador is spreading nasty 
rumors about EF! to law 


of authority, people should note 
that apparently there is ongoing 
surveillance of suspicious 
citizenry. 

— CB 

EF! Jqurnal: 

I am answering Mike Roselle's 
challenge. (published in Yule 
'95, EF! journal P. 23) The 
debate concerning the 
direction and vision of 
Greenpeace compels me to 
1 respond. Greenpeace and its 
F high profile media campaigns 
l helped develop my interest 
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enforcement agencies. Amador 
is a wise-use flack appointed to 
the quasi-governmental OHV 
commission by Pete Wilson. 

In a memo distributed in June, 
Amador reports: 

"The following information 
was forwarded to my office from 
a reliable source. 

Due to the increased potential 
for acts of eco-sabotage of OHV 
areas and events... I am passing 
this information on to you for 
distribution to the proper 
authorities. 

Please be advised that Damon 
Powell's (much protested by 
Earth First! types) 6-Day Dual 
Sport Ride of Northern Calif, and 
Southern Oregon is occurring in 
the first part of July, 1996. 

The following individuals and 
vehicles were seen on June 12 in 
Eugene, OR loading roles of barbed 
wire and thin gauge wire. In the past, 
these types of wire have been strung 
across trails and roads to impact 
snowmobiles and off-road vehicles . " 

The memo goes on to describe 
three vehicles, one with bumper 
stickers reading "Stumps don't 
Lie" and "Salvage is a Hoax," 
listing the license plate numbers 
for each. "Camo back-packs and 
hiking gear were noted in the 
back of the Van, " Amador reports 
(shocking!). 

Of course, Amador is fear 
mongering. No Earth Firstler I've 
ever heard of has utilized the 
tactics Amador refers to. Beyond 
being another example of abuse 


and involvement in the struggle 
for the environment. I support 
the ethic of non-violent direct 
action and of bearing witness for 
the Earth so much, I began 
working for Greenpeace as a 
canvasser four years ago. Yes, I 
WORK for Greenpeace in 
Amherst, MA. 1 feel the work 
canvassers and campaigner do 
embodies the grassroots nature 
of Greenpeace. Nontheless, to be 
a voting member one must work 
at least half-time for Greenpeace/ 
USA for six years, (except the 
Executive Director, who gets an 
automatic vote). So, whether I 
support Roselle's bid to be a 
Greenpeace board member is 
irrelevant. 

The relationship between 
Greenpeace/USA and Greenpeace/ 
International needs to be clarified. 
In my estimation GPI is de facto 
controlled by the European 
nations, specifically Germany. 
Greenpeace/Germany is without 
a doubt the wealthiest member 
nation in GPI. GP/USA has been 
under direct pressure from the 
International 
to downsize 
and eliminate 


0 . 


canvassing. Barbara Dudley has 
simply responded to this pressure 
by recommending to the GP/USA 
board drastic reductions in 
campaign staff and the elimination 
of half of the canvass offices. 
Current attempts by DC and the 
International to centralize and 
dictate campaign priorities from 
the top down contradict the more 
progressive trends in the 
environmental movement in 
general and Greenpeace's own 
rhetoric in particular. 

A few constructive responses 
to Roselle's platform. Roselle 
suggests that Greenpeace move 
__ its administrative 
.ritS SS r offices out of the 

beltway. A better 
idea I can't think 
of, while the 
higher ups are 
Mf) ~ mt ***x x hobnobbing 
‘1/ ’ with senators, 

ft movie stars, 

/ industrialists, and 

j the FBI, local offices 

and campaigners 
continue the 
grassroots 
campaigning for which 
Greenpeace is known. Perhaps a 
more serious issue involves the 
reorganization of Greenpeace 
campaigns. It should be pointed 
out that there are more than two 
campaigns going on in 
Greenpeace. Dudley should have 
mentioned the invaluable work 
of the canvass offices nationally. 
For example: the San Francisco 
office helped stop the building of 
a new power plant in the Bay 
area, the Portland, Oregon office 
(if not all offices)works to repeal 
the Salvage Rider and to prevent 
clearcutting in Clayaquot Sound, 
the Minneapolis office continues 
to lead the assault against the 
Prairie Island nuclear facility, we 
here in Amherst focus primarily 
on radioactive waste 
management concerns and 
fisheries protection and are 
getting more involved with New 
England forest issues. This is not 
a complete list nor does it 
represent national priorities, 
except the work on fishery 
management and protection 
(we've helped establish diverse 
support for the Magnuson Act). 

One of the most common 
complaints I hear from non- 
Greenpeace activists is that 
Greenpeace tends to 
want to control 
; coalitions. I do 


not have direct experience with 
this problem because we in 
Amherst effectively work in 
coalition with local groups such 
as the Citizen's Awareness 
Network (CAN) based in Rowe, 
MA. Our coalition exists because 
of the personal connections we 
have formed locally. Greenpeace 
wants to develop a volunteer staff 
to help propagate its agenda. 

We need to remember 
Greenpeace formed to express and 
act on the needs of people to 
protect and serve life on Earth. To 
fight global destruction and 
multinational greed using 
Greenpeace tactics, somebody has 
to foot the bill. However, the need 
to raise money shouldn't skew the 
original core ethics of Greenpeace. 
I welcome debate concerning 
Greenpeace's direction and urge 
all Greenpeace Canvassers, 
campaigners, administrators, 
voting members, supporters, and 
board members to enter the 
discussion. We must work 
collectively to guarantee active 
public involvement in the struggle 
to dismantle oppression of Life 
and Earth. 

Peace, 

— Neal Tayor 

Dear SFB, 

(In response to an email which 
stated: "The forest circus likes 
the stuff happening at Warner 
Creek. Why?, because they know 
where you are. They are using 
this against you to cut some other 
conterversial places, while you 
are busy at Warner Creek." Dr. X 
responded:) 

This is a very good point and a 
tactically logical explanation. 

Although I admire what is 
going on at Warner, it really only 
serves as a publicity stunt. If it 
garners a great deal of 
international media coverage as 
expected, then it may go a long 
way towards bringing this entire 
issue to the public eye. Outside 
of the media coverage, what is 
the Warner encampent really 
doing? Serving as a philosophical 
and symbolic battle cry for the 
Forest War? Yes. Stopping logging 
on an arson sale by a small-time 
timber company? Yes, as long as 
there are people there. 

But what about the rest of the 
forest? What about the 
SERIOUSLY BIG AND NASTY 
corporations? What about the 
Convicted-felon Freres? What 
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The Mighty Pen? 


about the Mexican slaughters? 
What about Morgan? Sun Studs? 

It is quite evident that the trees 
are falling in much more sensitive 
areas while Freddy can simply do 
a walkthrough of Warner to 
guestimate how much resistance 
might be elsewhere. 

When the dozers rumble 
towards Cascadia Free State, I, 
like so many others, will hurry 
there to witness and participate 
in the last Stand. 1 urge some 
caution here, though. If I were 
Freddy HQ, I would definitely 
want a prolonged seige at Warner 
to sap the resources of a 
strategically drained movement. 
While all eyes were on Warner, 
I'd mow down some of the 
REALLY controversial stuff 
elsewhere. 

When the time comes, we will 
all need to keep our eyes open 
and not let Warner be a Freddy 
decoy. In the meantime, keep 
those roadpeckers well-fed! 

—X 

Dear Editor, 

I would like to respond to Peter 
Wood's letter in the Beltane 
edition of the Journal. It seems 
that Wood has a problem with 
Mike Roselle's criticism of 
P.E.T.A's campaign against bass 
fishing. Wood says that Roselle 
and the Journal do "an excellent 
job in reminding us animal 
activists how silly and different 
we really are." As an individual, 

I am sympathetic with the view 
that all life is sacred, in fact as a 
resource user I strive for a 
sustainable and cooperative 
lifestyle. I avoid plastic, 
pesticides, and meat products 
(including fish) I reduce, reuse, 
and recycle. Nonetheless, I have 
enormously more respect for 
meat-eaters who catch or hunt 
their own than those who drive 
to the Price Chopper. 

The whole issue wouldn't mean 
so much to me aside from the fact 
that I know more than one P.E.T.A 
member who eats steak bought at 
the Price Chopper. I am all for the 
transformation of society. It takes 
little to convince me that 
interspecies coexistence rely on 
an evolution of Homo Sapiens' 
compassion. I feel Wood missed 
Roselle's point. The people we 
ALL are fighting are the pigs who 
bring us Agent Orange, nuclear 
disaster, and the all-beef patty. 
While maybe only a small portion 
of the people in question are 
subsistence fishermen, I agree with 
Roselle that P.E.T.A would better 
serve the Earth by fighting 
corporate hog and chicken 
farming (a point Wood seems to 
have missed), than by attacking 
sportfishermen. In fact, in poorer 
communities fish, while 
extremely toxic, are still a 
significant dietary supplement for 
many families. If you really care 
about animal rights I think you 
should focus on preserving habitat 
and continuing the dialogue 
about reverence for all life. 

— A COMMITED LOVER OF LlFE AND 

Earth 

(P.S — Peter, EF! is a move- 
ment, not an organization.) 

Dear Editor, 

The animal protectionists 
stopped the plan to reduce the 


Ft. Wingate buffalo herd by nine 
head. Because their natural 
predators are gone, this action 
guarantees that these old animals 
will not "die with dignity in the 
wild." Rather, they will die slowly 
from starvation or disease. I 
recommend Sheehan drop one 
of his engineering courses and 
enroll in Biology 101. Lisa 
Jennings could also use a course 
-in ethical journalism for her 
failure to mention any of the 
other "versions of the truth" 
provided by the New Mexico 
Game and Fish Department. 
Maybe one of these versions 
might have mentioned some 
other aspects of buffalo biology, 
such as brucellosis that she 
conveniently overlooked. 

— Hal Kantrud 

Mr. Kantrud' s claim thattheNew 
Mexico Department of Game and 
Fish (NMGF) only wanted to "reduce 
the Fort Wingate buffalo herd by 
nine head" is misleading. As if 
letting nine " hunters " onto the 
enclosed Ft. Wingate Army Depot 
to take shots at the bison herd in a 
proposed canned trophy hunt this 
year wasn 't bad enough, NMGF was 
planning on repeating this planned 
buffalo slaughter over the next two 
years as well. NMGF was essentially 
trying to introduce bison "hunting , " 
or rather bison trophy shooting, to 
our state over a three year period. 

This would have been the first 
buffalo “hunt" in our state in over a 
hundred years, since the U.S. 
Government systematically ran a 
buffalo killing program in order to 
force Native American tribes to 
surrender. Not surprisingly, in 
meetings between Native American 
and NMGF officials, the Department 
wasn't the least bit interested in 
hearing Native concerns that the 
bison is considered sacred to them 
and that this buffalo shoot would be 
yet another insult to what they hold 
dear. NMGF was only interested in 
appeasing their trophy-hunting 
constituents (who paid $100 each) 
with guaranteed “kills." 

Mr. Kantrud is correct, however, 
in his observation that many of the 
bison's natural predators are very 
few in number. Thanks to rancher- 
friendly cooperative “predator 
management" programs between 
NMGF and Animal Damage Control 
(ADC), it has become nearly 
impossible to see any large predators 
in the wild anymore. With ADC 
killing off large predators for 
ranching interests in our state, 
NMGF feels that the way to deal 
with increased numbers of wild 
grazing animals is to institute a 
wholesale slaughter of herbivores 
themselves. One begins to wonder 
when this vicious cycle of killing 
programs will end. 

However, the suggestion that these 
bison might have Brucellosis, and 
hence possibly affect the huge 
livestock industry in our state, is 
false. We have obtained copies of 
the veterinary records of the bison 
herd, and all of the buffalo proved 
negative for both Brucellosis and 
Bovine Tuberculosis. 

Finally, Native American and 
animal protection interests are 
actively pursuing the creation of a 
watchable wildlife refuge for the 
bison herd. This refuge would 
guarantee that the buffalo have food 
and water in times of drought, 
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mentioning it by name). She said (Visual of an eagle) People do." 98201. Mention Kellogg Village, 

that The FPC aids firefighters in I suspect that the timber File Number 95- 106438. Demand 
reducing fires by removing dead industry has a lot more money a full environmental impact 

timber. She also insinuated the since salvage sales are booming study. Demand that a Declara- 

timber industry only removes the now, thanks to the President and tion of Significance be attached 

bad trees that produce "fuel." 104th congress allowing the to this project. 

Someone faking advantage of "salvage" rider to make it into —Bruce Tipton 

the "fire emergency" that has law. Goodness, it must cost a 

recently occured due to fire bundle to run all these Dear Shit fer Brains: 

suppression? commercials and take out full- A recent series of events left me 

For those of you that are up on page ads in major newspapers. I more than a little riled, 

fire ecology and proper forest wonder why they are doing I stopped in a massive, national 

management, you will be aware this?????? I want to know what chain supermarket to pick up 

some provisions and the first 
thing I see is an employee of 
Missoula's front-line watershed 
protection organization carrying 
his groceries out in a fresh, new 
crisp Stone Container-produced 
paper bag. As I wandered farther 
into the cavernous superstore, I 
see one of the region's most 
respected biologists and grizzly 
bear experts trying to decide 
which cut of beef (public lands 
born-and-bred, no doubt) he was 
going to buy to huck on the grill. 

Dazed and disillusioned I 
made my way back to my place 
of employment, The Ruckus 
Society, in search of some sense 
and sensibility. As he finished 
his cappuccino, and cast the 
paper cup into the waste can 
(which was half full of previously 
discarded paper cappuccino 
cups) I realized that my colleague 
was probably not the best source 
of empathy and reason. 
Regrettably, these observations 
are not too much of an exception 
this is a line of crap designed to Is it: of late. 

get the cut out and deflect 1) Because these are public ser- What's up with this shit?! Did 
critisism from the public about vice announcements? someone decide that because we 

the timber industry's support for 2) Because it is election year take the high profile, no 

bad forestry- and good short-term and the Rebublicans have taken compromise stand on behalf of 

business. We know that this a beating on the environment? Mother Earth that we're exempt 

commercial most likely is the 3) Because the timber industry from practicing responsible day- 

result of the hiring of a PR firm, wants your guard down so they to-day living? Maybe it's that 

such as Burston-Marstellar, who can slip more "riders" past the activists' responsibilities don't 
specializes in "cleaning up” the public? transcend issues (i.e., "Because 

reputation of dirty business 4) Because polluters "really I'm a watershed activist, 1 won't 

interests. care?" pour toxic goo down my drain. 

On to the other commercial I — Kelly Cowan But bringing my own bag to the 

just saw. Another handsome Safeway, so that fewer trees are 

homely woman came on and SFB, murdered? Not my job, man), 

claimed the timber industry cuts Mother Nature's Window, a ten At the risk of sounding like a 
away from streams (with a lovely acre plot of old growth timber naive, idyllic grassroots 

visual of a wild stream) to reduce less than a hundred yards down newcomer rookie type, I've got 

erosion, keep the water clean, stream from Kellogg Village, is a to ask: Aren't we the ones who 

and provide safe cover for thirsty residential development planned are supposed to be setting an 

wildlife. on 50 acres of wetlands. example here? If we're gonna do 

Nice message, but she failed to Last night, in a dream, standing the talk, we should walk the walk; 

mention that cutting away from in the street, I watched those not only within the confines of 

streams is the law, asforced by huge old trees. Withering and our campaigns, but in everyday 

environmentalists. The CFPC dying before my eyes. Like flowers living — 24,7. 

were the very people opposed to cut for unrequited love. Water —Jeff Goin 
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I recall Ihc tli.it my fiftccn>Tear*old 

heart first chipped a beat in the pretence 
of .1 mail. The voun«* Navel Officer wore 
brown corduroy*, a yellow T-shirt, and a tan. 
and we all walked with him down to 
the beach and alon<} the water'* ed<je 
under the *pray of ttar*. 

|u*t the tow of u* another ni<sht, 

he bought me a cone at BasLin-Robbin* and 

a* we *trolled dwon Ocean Boulevard. 

I wa* concerned that he could hear 

the pounding of my virgin heart 

over the *urf. And chocolate-mint dribbled 

over my ri«|ht hand 

but my left I kept free. 

*hould he want to hold it... 


f 969: Strolling the wet-darl* band of beach 
winter-poked by the drilling willet* 
seeking *and-f1ea* and cocpiina*, 
we u*ed to find hundred* of *and dollar*. 
The one* *till clad in *»ur|»le- velvet life 
we returned to the ocean. but 
tometime* we’d take home one or two 
of the one* tuinbled-imooth, bone white. 


“Outside! Outside!” Dad and I called 
to each other when we could see the 
Bi«j One working itself into a wall, 
my nine-year old feet in 
child-size fin*. Once I caught a wave 
all on my own (no push from Dad), 
once I felt the power of the sea 
and the rush of free fall... 
adrenaline iunhie ever since. 


When the storm* off the shores of Tijuana 

whipped up lowering crest of white-capped v« 

we’d head toward North Beach 

under Navy fet* that screamed and grumbled 

as they hiched in their afterburners 

and lowered their landing *Jear . 

Boogie Boards idle beside us in the soft sand 
we’d sit and watch the “rain” arc off 
the shoulders of the six-foot curls 
Cofficially measured from the bach) and 
watch the help rise through the 
translucent "jreeu of the stretching wave, or 
(heart* racing as we sniffed 
the red«fla«j riptide danger) 
we’d sit and listen to the Roar as 
we dared each other in. 


Crabbing in the tidepool*. with 

a string and a washer and a bit of 

spoiled fat, my cousins and Katie and I 

would entice small pastel-painted crabs to <£ral 

hold; we’d soon return the trusting crustaceans 

to their hidey-holdcs 

but tahe home pinh-eye. 


VIII. 

t 99 f : Strolling the wet-darh band of beach 
unmooned now by the- once ubiquitous sand dollars. 
I watched three porpoises riding 

Mist beyond the roll of the ^athcrins breahers; 

I also saw a *i«£n. orange and blach and 
rising from the- sand: WARNING 

CONTAMINATED WATER 


On particular full-moon nights in late summer 
we’d file down to Central Beach 
with sweatshirts and flashlights 
to see if the <jriinion were ‘tom«i to run; 

And other nights (our mothers planted 
on the shore like beacons) we’d 
belly-surf our Bootle Board* and shrieh 
when unhnown slimy things slithered across 
our in the darh well 

of the mirrored sea. 


DO NOT ENTER 


Susan IBcCampbdl Rin«* 


Armed With Visions 

CLEARCUT AS GLASS AND |(JST AS DANGEROUS 


Y Send Poems to* ^ 
Warrior Poets Society 
ASUCBox 361 
Berkeley, CA 
L 94720-4310 A 


Snotty Remarks Rbocit 


Matthew Hauh's "Stardust and Other Shotty Remarks" 


by Leslie Hemstreet 

The Journal staff did Lollapalooza re- 
cently or should I say Lollapalooza did 
us. Metallica — Yawn! Psychotica — Su- 
per Fuckin' Yawn! As I sat there trying 
to trying to cast a spell of corruption 
over these brats of yuppies who got the 
money from their parents for their 
tickets and their $80 piercings, 1 asked 
myself, "What does Lollapalooza lack 
other than meaning, decent low-pack- 
aging food, and intelligible lyrics? 
MATTHEW HAUN!!!" 

Listening to his fine new tape, I am 
visualizing just how much better every 
baking moment in Lollapalooza's air- 
conditioned education tent, called the 
Brain Trough, would've been with Mat- 
thew there drawing folks to our table 
by passionately ripping out poems, 
hawking the revolution to the youth, 
who always have so many choices here 
in America. 

Matthew is an excruciatingly titillat- 
ing performance artist. When he 
performs "Rat Torturers," a poem about 
animal liberation, I usually start won- 
dering what the hell I'm doing just 
standing there suppressing my urges. I 
start thinking, "Why, I should go out 
and, and, and, buy a Matthew Haun 
tape! " Which is exactly what you should 
do, of course, so that you can listen to 
the poem as a pep talk before you quit 
suppressing your urges. 

He warns animal researchers, "You 
might get hit by some extremely tal- 
ented vandals..." before he incants, 
"You aren't researchers. You are rat 
torturers. You get so touchy when we 
rescue your furry little victims. You 


really show your fangs when push 
comes to shove. You are not scientists. 
You are sadists. Now why don't you 
research compassion, people. You seem 
to know so much about the lack 
thereof." 

He impaled me with the line, "You're 
not rational, you’re pathological. At 
least Jeffrey Dahmer ate what he killed. " 
OK. That was taking it too far. When I 
heard about Jeffrey Dahmer 1 quit be- 
ing able to listen to jokes about 
cannibalism without getting the 
queasies. 

I can't stop laughing when I hear the 
song/poem "Jerry was a Narc." I hate 
the Greatful Dead and their Cult of 
Consumeristic Conformity. And while 
I'm coming out of the closet; I'll admit 
I was happy when Jerry died (not as 
happy as when Jeffrey Dahmer got his 
in prison, but still grinning-all-day 
happy.) He tells the story of Jerry get- 
ting busted by the FBI selling acid in 
the park and how the Dead now coop- 
erate in the drug war. The following 
verse reflects the attitudes and opin- 
ions of Mr. Haun (and myself) but I 
acknowledge that not everyone in EF! 
is of one great universal mind so I 
sincerely apologize for the following 
drippingly sarcastic verse: "So let me 
sell you a $30 tie-dyed shirt 'cause it 
suits me just fine. If you’re nostalgic for 
the '60s when you were born in 1979. 
And if you see any long-lost deadhead 
going down the road feeling bad/look : 
ing like they've lost their savior, looking 
like they've lost their dad. Don't leave 
the poor thing standing there by the 
side of the auto route. Give 'em a ride, 
give 'em a beer, give ’em the god- 


forsaken truth. Sometimes the truth is 
warm and fuzzy sometimes it's a little 
stark. Jerry was a narc!" 

My favorite Matthew poem is "Re- 
duce, Reuse, Recycle... Raaaah!" Itshould 
be the Earth First! anthem. I played it for 
the kids I used to babysit for (don't 
worry, they've ridden around in a car 
with poet Slugthang screaming "Fucking 
Packaging!" and 1 didn't get fired) and 
saw their little eyes dawn with under- 
standing. Can you kids say 
"greenwashing"? What really drove it 
home for the kids were the lines describ- 
ing their own personal experience: "I 
just bought a cookie from the health 
food store. The most expensive store in 
the whole neighborhood. It's got a plas- 
tic wrapper that says 'organic' so I know 
that it's gonna taste good. Yum! Yum!" 

Matthew tries to embarrass people 
into doing direct action with the fol- 
lowing: "Hey there's money to be made 
from environmental conflict, it's a 
growth industry and we all play our 
part. The earth rapers plunder what's 
left of the planet and the Sierra club rips 
off all the bleeding hearts. And if we 
ever come to terms with the dolphins 
and whales learn to cherish their music 
and their watery rhythms. A lot of whal- 
ers will be put out of work yes indeed 
and Greenpeace will go down the toilet 
with them... Let's reuse the salaries of 
Sierra Club directors." A little accurately 
directed guilt trip never hurt anyone. 

Another fun thing about having this 
tape is that you get to hear some of 
Matthew's poems that you may not 
have heard around the campfire. Stuff 
about "third world places where they 
eat cockroaches and don’t have toi- 


HEL RE *XT *-XS ! 



A Quality studio recording 

Cr* a nor\-cpuc\l\ty QU y ! 

Dirly Oaiptrs, Keepmy Ncy WyfU'Cf, 
Hia* aTK< ^ R»jMce'.Rei/*<;Uttcy*ic! y erc. 

$I2-Oo THE works! $11-00 

po gox 

lets." Plus, with all the poems, re- 
peated listening means you eventually 
hear the whole thing. Perhaps the fun- 
niest part of a poem you've only heard 
once was the part that happened when 
you were daydreaming about sex, fret- 
ting over that ingrown toenail or 
visualizing yourself in a wondergirl 
outfit kidnapping all the bad guys and 
converting them into useful people, 
nonviolently of course. Now you don't 
have to miss a single word. 


Suto-jfr ee Cttnesi 

— chipping away at the Berlin Wall 
of the autocracy! 

Subscribe and get Road-Fighters Alerts and 
more, by contacting us for a free packet. 

Alliance for a Paving Moratorium, 

Fossil Fuels Policy Action Institute* 

P.O. Box 4347, Areata, Cal. 955 1 8 
(707) 826-7775 

* a tax-deductible California nonprofit 
corporation. Jan Lundberg, president 



Better Homes and Gardens 

presents: 

SUSTAINABLE INDUSTRIAL COLLAPSE! 

Activists seeking donations of land and/or money to buy land. 
Our vision is to enable eco-activists to practice sustainable living 
skills, produce organic food for campaigns, avoid burnout, and 
get their hands in the dirt. We are also putting together a brief 
directory of sustainable farms looking for EF!-minded interns. 
For more information or to offer help or donations, write to (and 
make checks out to): Cold/Mountains, Cold Rivers "Better Homes 
and Gardens Project," POB 7941, Missoula, MT 59807 


Subscribe to: 


the Nuclear Resister 

"a chronicle of hope” 

Since 1980. your connection to the antt-nucleor 
direct action movement. Action reports, 
peace prisoner support, writings from jail. 

$18 /1 0 Issues trom the Nuclear Resister. 

P.O. Box 43383, Tucson. A Z 85733. 

Fra* sample Issue on request. 

50 Years is Enough 

Resist Nockar Madness 





Left Bank Distribution 



Radical, anarchist & allernalive books, pamphlets & zines. 
1404 1 8th Ave, Seattle, WA 98122 (206)322-2868 
Call or write fora free catalog! 


HardCore 
• Gear • 

Fop the price of a commercial pack 
you can gat a custom pack made to 
your specifications. HardCore packs 
and blvy sacs are made by activists 
and feature a technically superior 
design mads with recycled 
materials. Compare this to other 
manufacturers which use prison 
labor, sweatshops, slave labor and 
Dupont fibers. Our material, design 
and construction are much more 
durable than typical packs. Pick 
your colors; white as snow, black 
as night, green as a forest and 
brown as a tree seem to be very 
popular. Designs can accomodate 
any special needs e.g. large or 
bulky equipment, hmmm... 

Cubic inch capacity & price: 

3000"— $200, 4500"— $300, 
6000"— $350, Bivy Sac — $110 
Contact Joe Dibee at (206) 329- 
5313 from 9-11 am or 8-10 pm PST 
10% OF PHORTS 60 T0WAM) OKCI ACTON 


Paper Company 

American-Milled 
Tree-Free Papers 

Quality paper products made 
with environmental integrity. 
Living Tree Paper Company 
supports the use of alternatives to 
wood for pulp and palter. Our 
products show that earth friendly 
paper can be elegant and archival. 

• hemp • esparto grass • bamboo • 
• agricultural by-produers • 

• post-consumer recycled fibers 


1430 Willamette Street, Suite 367 • Eugene, OR 97401 
email: tail<eaves?igc.ape.org • Fax (541) 687*7744 

JP 1 , 1-800-309-2974 • (541) 342-2974 
*, Caul or Write for a Free Catalog! 
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We would hate for it to seem like we 


DEFEND HEADWATERS FOREST 

Summer 1996 — Northern California 


Ecotopia Earth First! is putting out a 
call this summer to defend the last 
redwood wilderness. Maxxam has the 
legal okay to invade the ancient Head- 
waters groves September 15, and we 
intend to foil their plans for the sec- 
ond year in a row. 

We are planning week-long action 
campaigns in August to protest this 
continuing slaughter and remind 
Maxxam why they need to get out of 
Headwaters. Then it's on to a full-scale 
mobilization for September 15, when 
marbled murrelet nesting season ends 
and Maxxam's assault on Headwaters 
is scheduled to resume. 

This is a high-stakes battle, being 
fought over the survival of 2000-year- 
old redwoods that are threatened by 
the greed of junk-bond corporate raider 
Charles Hurwitz. After nine years of 
blockades, lawsuits, legislation and 
mass campaigns by Earth First!, EPIC, 
and others, Maxxam's president 
Charles Hurwitz is finally ready to give 
in. He has publicly stated that he is 
now willing to sell. And, as pressure 
mounts for a debt-for-nature swap and 
court rulings limit his ability to cut, 
Hurwitz has recently filed a lawsuit 
demanding that the government pay 
him for Headwaters if they won't let 
him log it. But evenwhile he is trying 
to arrange a sale, Hurwitz is still cut- 
ting away, taking out as many trees 
and as much profit as he can before he 
gives up the land. 

If we keep up the pressure, this pre- 
cious and irreplaceable forest can actu- 
ally be saved. If we back down now, we 
could lose it all. 

What to bring... Bushwacking through 
redwood country can be a miserable 
experience without the right gear. 
Good hiking boots are a must, along 
with a water bottle, sturdy clothing for 
cold, wet nights (hat, jacket, and gloves) 
and hot days, and a small pack for food 
and equipment (CB, flashlight, etc.). 
Tape recorders and video cameras are 
also useful to document police abuses 


Foundation For A New Consciousness: 
Transform yourself through literature, 
art, music. $10. Free brochure. 

Westgate House, 56 Westgate, 
San Francisco, CA 94127-2738 


if they occur. At basecamp you'll need 
your own dish and utensils, sleeping 
gear and a tent or some kind of rain 
protection. Bring some bulk food to 
donate to the communal kitchen, and 
musical instruments and songbooks 
for campfire singing. 

What NOT to bring... Guns, dogs, 
illegal drugs. 

Nonviolence code: 

Earth First! actions in the Ecotopia 
region are based on mass-organizing 
principles that include a specific non- 
violence code. These principles are 
not negotiable. 

• No violence, verbal or physical 

• No weapons 

• No drugs or alcohol 

• No sabotage or property damage 

• and ABSOLUTELY no tree spiking! 
We encourage folks to come with an 

affinity group of people that you know 
and trust, for your own safety and 
security on actions. While blockades 
are usually exciting and fun, this is 
not a picnic and tensions are high. We 
must remember that some of the 
people we will encounter, particularly 
the loggers, are exploited as much as 
the forest by the same corporations 
(in this case Maxxam) and THEY ARE 
NOT THE ENEMY. If you are not pre- 
pared to adhere to the nonviolence 
code, then please don't come. 

There will be three different series of 
actions: 

• August 16-22 — Basecamp for woods 
actions in Headwaters Forest 

• Sept. 13 to ? — Basecamp to defend 
Headwaters from salvage logging set 
to begin Sept. 15 

• Sept. 15 — A massive rally 

If you're interested, write to Earth 
First!, 316 South Main Street, Willits, 
CA 95490 or call Ecotopia Earth First! 
at: Humboldt County — (707) 923- 
3366, Mendocino County — (707) 459- 
4110, Bay Area Earth First! — (510) 848- 
8724, San Francisco — (415) 332-5800, 
Santa Cruz Earth First! — (408) 425- 
3205 or e-mail: force.ten@lbbs.org 


FORESTS ARE NOT FOR LOGGING 
bumper stickers - white on green 
send $2 per sticker to: 

Corroding Conformity Stickers 

2938 E. Walnut #8 

Port Angeles. WA 98362 


Seldom Seen 
Soiree 

The third annual Seldom Seen Soiree 
will be held at Tim Haugen's place in 
southern Colorado from September 
13-16. The gathering offers partici- 
pants the chance to reflect on the 
summer that's past, to plan ahead, to 
share workshops, to howl at the 
moon... This year we may also visit the 
Chicano community of San Luis, 
where activists from Colorado and 
New Mexico have worked with the 
traditional farmers of the area to save 
a watershed. 

For directions and more informa- 
tion, send a SASE to Tim at POB 81, 
Gulnare, CO 81042. Information can 
also be obtained from Roger Wendell 
at aq328@freenet.uchsc.edu 

Ontario Regional 
Rendezvous 

Ontario's first Earth First! regional 
rendezvous is happening the weekend 
of September 20-22. Special invitation 
to all Canadian EF! and Midwest 
Headwaters groups. Contact EF! 
Toronto at (416) 698-6343 for more 
details and directions. 

r Earth First! ^ 
Campfire Poems 

COVER ART WANTED!! 
Cover art and other graphics are 
requested for the forthcoming 
Earth First! Campfire Poems book. 
This will be a collection of core 
Earth First! poetry, going back 
to the early issues of the Journal. 
This is your last chance to submit 
poems for this historic project!! 
Disgusting Plea for Money 
Yep, It's time to break the piggy 
bank and send us your filthy 
lucre. Donations are needed for 
printing and postage. 

All contributions, whether artistic 
or financial, should be sent to 
Earth First! Campfire Poems, c/o 
Dennis Fritzinger, ASUC Box 
361, Berkeley, CA 94720-4510. 
i (Be sure to include zip+4.) . 


Seattle EF! 
Rendezvous 

September 6-8 

We will discuss upcoming forest ac- 
tions, urban actions, working with 
other groups, and long term strategies 
and planning. There will be a presen- 
tation on the current logging situa- 
tion in the Northwest and we will also 
address other issues needing atten- 
tion. We will have skill sharing work- 
shops in nonviolent civil disobedience, 
direct action, tree climbing, map & 
compass skills, forest ecology, natural 
history, history of Northwest forests, 
consensus decision making, tripod 
techniques and more. 

There will be entertainment on Fri- 
day and Saturday nights. Please bring 
food to share, rain gear, flashlight, eat- 
ing utensils, water bottle, personal stuff 
(toiletries, etc.), tent/tarp, and money 
for the campsite. If you can, bring a 
compass, dry wood, extra food and/or 
gear to lend and dollars to donate. 
Directions to Dash Point State Park: 

From 1-5 take exit 1 43 (about 1 5 miles 
south of Seattle), go west on 320th 
Street. Go north (right) on 47th Avenue 
SW then west (left) on Dash Point Road. 
SW to the park entrance on the left. 
(Look for signs to our campsite.) 

For info or to carpool, contact Se- 
attle EF!, POB 12124, Seattle. WA 
98102; phone/fax (206) 329-3432; 
e-mail: can@scn.org 

Ancient forest Posters 

"STOP LOGGING ANCIENT 
FORESTS— DEFEND AMERICA'S 
HERITAGE" posters are available. 
There are about 300 on cardboard and 
about the same number on kenaf paper. 

If you want more than one, ask for it. 
Most of the cost is for postage and the 
mailing tube, and it's the same to send 
one or three. 

Cardboard posters have to be UPS-ed 
and it doesn't make sense to send less 
than 15 or 20. If you want them and are 
willing to distribute them to a few others 
in your area, send your request along 
with $10 or so and we'll ship 'em out. 

Just send $5-$10 to the Siskiyou 
Project, POB 220, Cave Junction, OR 
97523; (541) 592-4459; e-mail: 
siskiyou@igc.apc.org 


Free Clearcut Postcard Books 

The El Bosque Pumalin Foundation, in conjunction with the Foundation for Deep 
Ecology, is offering Clearcut postcard books free of charge to activists and educators. 
These books feature thirty stunning portraits of forest devastation originally included 
in the book Clearcut: The Tragedy of Industrial Forestry. In postcard form, these images 
become a powerful vehicle for you to express your outrage at the destruction of our 
forests to politicians, business leaders, the media, etc. 

We will be glad to send as many copies of the postcard book as needed, and can 
provide large orders for roadshows, conferences, etc. We only ask that you make sure 
the books are put to use and the postcards get sent. Also, to keep our shipping costs 
down, please consolidate your order with other activists and organizations in your 
area. In your request include the number of postcard books needed and a statement 
of your intended use (Who will you distribute them to?), along with your name, 
organization, address (Please, no PO Boxes for large orders!), and phone number. 

We still have copies of the full-sized Clearcut book available free for educators, 
libraries, environmental organizations and their chapters. We also have a Clearcut 
slideshow and a twenty-five piece museum-quality exhibit available for loan. 

Send your request to: Clearcut Coordinator, El Bosque Pumalin Foundation, 
1555 Pacific Ave., San Francisco, CA 94109; (415) 771-1102. 


North America Forest Forum 

The World Commission on Forests and Sustainable Development (WCFSD), an 
independent international panel of 30 former heads of state, will be in Winnipeg 
September 29 to October 5, 1996 to hold North American Hearings on forest 
related issues. The Commission's objective is to influence debate and report back 
to the Fifth Session of the UN Commission for Sustainable Development on the 
status of the world's forests in 1997. 

Environmental groups, social justice organizations, and the First Nations 
Environmental Network are in the process of organizing a parallel North 
American Forest Forum prior to WCFSD for September 26 to 29, 1996. The aim 
of this NGO-sponsored forum is twofold: to bring together NGO's from North 
America to discuss and develop some common strategies around forest trade 
related issues, biodiversity, campaigns, local economic development, and social 
justice issues related to North American forest issues; and to provide maximum 
input to the WCFSD hearings on issues raised during the NGO forum. 

If you are interested in helping out with the North American Forest Forum or 
if you want further information please call Conference Coordinators Don 
Sullivan or Sacha Kopelow at (204) 947-3081, fax (204) 947-3076, or e-mail: 
glekorlO@freenet.mb.ca 
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are telling you what to do. but. . . 


ACTIVE RESISTANCE 

a counter-convention 

Chicago — August 21-31, 1996 


End Corporate Rule 
October 13-19 

Come to Chicago in August to organize the National Teach-In on Corpora- 
tions, Education, and Democracy. The National Teach-In, which will be held 
October 13-19 across the United States, was consensed upon at the founding 
congress of the Coalition for Socially Responsible Investment. 

Historically, corporations were created with the purpose of serving the public 
interest. Today's corporate reality contrasts deeply with the original role of 
corporations in a democratic American society. Both in America and across the 
world, people are struggling with the reality of corporate rule and abuses. It is 
time for justice-minded individuals to come together and organize a broad 
movement to sweep the era of corporate domination from the pages of history. 
Such a movement needs a common language, a common understanding of 
history, and a shared vision of an economically viable, ecologically just, and 
socially sustainable democracy. We propose to do everything in our power to 
make these ideals a reality. 

A Teach-In: The Idea 

The National Teach-In on Corporations, Education, and Democracy will take 
place on October 13-19. This teach-in is intended to bring together hundreds 
of thousands of students, citizens, and community members who have struggled 
against corporations and the harm corporations have caused to families, 
communities, ecosystems, and individuals. We will give millions of people the 
opportunity to join a democracy movement. 

Why Chicago? 

The Democratic National Convention will be in Chicago. A considerable 
number of concerned people will be present in Chicago at that time; this gives 
us an opportunity to come together. We are not necessarily going to protest or 
participate in the Convention, but to convene about the October National 
Teach-In. Please contact us for further information. Come join us. 

Coalition for Socially Responsible Investment, University of Wisconsin - Madison, 
731 State Street, Madison, Wisconsin 53703; (608) 262-9036. 

Alliance for a Corporate-Free University, c/o Todd Price, 244 West Lakelawn Place, 
Madison, Wisconsin 53703; (608) 256-6080. 

Democracy Unlimited of Wisconsin - Cooperative, 29 East Wilson, Madison, 
Wisconsin 53703; (608) 255-6629. 


Cove/Mallard Hotline 

Get the latest news: 

• The blockade of Jack Creek Road 
(three miles long and growing) 

• Jake in jail in Moscow 

• The Wild Rockies Road Warriors Tour 

• Wild Rockies Wilderness Week 
(August 12-17) 

Just call (801) 379-8925 or, if you're 
dead broke, (800) 889-5277 
Better yet, get your butt to Cove/ 
Mallard and see for yourself! 

Sister Subverter Vay 

Sister Subverter Day, a D1Y Radical 
Women's Gathering, is happening 
September 5-8 at DOE farm in Wis- 
consin. You could call this an Anar- 
chist event or you could say it's politi- 
cal only in the most personal sense 
and it's all open to interpretation. All 
women who envision a world where 
personal responsibility (mutual aid, 
counter-institutions, gender & race 
equality, you get it) takes the place of 
large scale oppressive governments are 
encouraged to come, as well as women 
who are just curious. We'd like to 
spend some time talking about our 
plans, our visions, what's going on in 
our lives, and how those all relate. 
There will be skill sharing, network- 
ing, games, dancing, relaxation, vegan 
meals, and camping, plus focused time 
spent on issues of land collectives, 
urban survival, and women working 
in collectives. The cost is a $15 to 30 
(negotiable) donation to DOE farm 
plus food donations. WOMEN ONLY. 
Queer positive, NOT queer exclusive. 
For more information, to give input, 
or to tell us how you'd like to partici- 
pate, contact Sister Subverter c/o the 
Autonomous Zone at 1535 N Milwau- 
kee Ave #420, Chicago, IL 60622; (312) 
252-8054; e-mail: abaumg@artic.edu 


NO COMPROMISE 

As a whole the North American activ- 
ist movement lacks energy, militancy 
and a willingness to make sacrifices. 
Activists are often scared, timid or really 
have no idea how to make changes. This 
lack of knowledge and energy is further 
frustrated by the fact that many activ- 
ists feel terribly isolated from other 
activists. 

NO COMPROMISE is trying to change 
all of that. By reporting on recent direct 
actions (Animal Liberation Front and 
otherwise) across the country we in- 
spire people to action, let them know 
our movement is strong, active, and 
willing to make sacrifices, and give read- 
ers ideas on ways they can help animals. 
We also print commentary and "how- 
to" articles written by grassroots activists 
to educate and empower other activists 
to action. Further, we help groups net- 
work by listing and reporting on 
grassroots organizations across America. 

NO COMPROMISE provides inspira- 
tion, motivation, knowledge, and 
community to the grassroots. But it 
can't do any of that unless it gets into 
the activists hands and remains finan- 
cially viable. If would like to help, please 
contact me, Freeman Wicklund at (6 1 2) 
953-429; wick0034@gold.tc.umn.edu. 


# NAUVE^s 
FOREST 

NETWORK » 

TWO ENVIRONMENTAL JOB OPENINGS! 
Office Manager 
Pulp & Paper Researcher 

Both positions are half-time to start @ $6.25/ 
hour and may expand to full-tmc. Send resume 
and writing sample. For a complete job 
description: POB 8251, Missoula MT 59807. 
Do it for the earth, not the money! 


Active Resistance is a counter-con- 
vention in Chicago, August 21-31. This 
event will bring together the critical 
elements of our potential . We can and 
will make our future. Active Resis- 
tance will provide space and time for 
conversations, planning meetings, 
workshops and caucuses on practical 
campaigns and projects. 

Participants will share perspectives, 
experience and information with each 
other, plan long term activities, en- 
gage in training and skill sharing, and 
come away with building blocks for 
sustainable communities. 

Active Resistance is not about elec- 
toral victories. This counter-conven- 
tion is not about seizing control of the 
state. Active resistance is about the 
promise of autonomy, mutual aid and 
community. 

Active Resistance is about outcomes. 
We will achieve solutions to common 
problems. We will develop long-term 
vision. We will create infrastructure for 
creating and living in communities. 

Festival of the Oppressed: The Festi- 
val of the Oppressed is both a celebra- 
tion and a demonstration of solidar- 
ity, survival and struggle. Activities 
will take place between August 21-25, 
with a full day of events occurring 
during the Democratic National Con- 
vention. In every way possible, we 
maintain our distinction from the 
dominant culture. 

So far events include the Propaganda 
Gallery, Soapbox Pageant, Street The- 
ater Parade, performances, projects and 
parties. Please send your ideas to the 
AR program committee. 


UNPLUG. That's what a number of 
Native environmental organizations 
want to do on October 13. UNPLUG 
AMERICA is not about playing acous- 
tic guitar (although that is not a bad 
idea in itself). It is about looking at 
consumption in our houses, commu- 
nities and on Turtle Island. On October 
13, Indian organizations call on Na- 
tive America and everyone to 
UNPLUG. Try to not use electricity, 
try to not consume, for one day. 

UNPLUG AMERICA (October 13) is 
a day to turn out the lights, shut off 
the taps, cut off your engines and 


Safe, effective and inclusive inter- 
personal dynamics are an important 
part of our process. For the duration of 
Active Resistance, process agreements 
will be adopted to facilitate full par- 
ticipation. 

How you can be a part of 
Active Resistance: 

• Participant: Complete and return 
a registration form. 

• Facilitator: If you have a work- 
shop/free skool class to share, let us 
know what you need, duration, num- 
ber of people who can attend at once, 
etc. Contact the Program Committee 
as soon as possible. 

Housing: We are not going to be 
able to house everyone who is com- 
ing. What housing is available will be 
on a first come, first serve basis. 

Food: Seeds of Peace, an activist food 
provision collective, will serve two 
free, vegan meals daily from August 
21-31. Please bring your own dishes 
and utensils and be prepared to do 
food prep at least once. 

Child Care: Child care will be avail- 
able between August 21-25 and 30-31 
if you preregister. Participants of Ac- 
tive Resistance are encouraged to as- 
sist with child care. 

Registration: Active Resistance reg- 
istration is $25. On-site registration 
will begin on Tuesday, August 20 at 
the Autonomous Zone, 23 1 1 W. North 
Avenue, in Chicago. For more info 
contact us at Active Resistance, c/o 
Autonomous Zone, 1573 N. Milwau- 
kee #420, Chicago, IL 60622; (312) 
278-0775; e-mail: ugwiller@ 
bgu.edu or chill@burn.ucsd.edu. 


celebrate your freedom from consump- 
tion. It's only one day out of the year 
but it's a first step towards restoring 
our land and resources by stopping to 
reflect on how much we actually con- 
sume — individually, nationally and 
globally — and start to act for the sev- 
enth generation. 

Contact: Seventh Generation Fund, 
POB 4569, Areata, CA 95521, (707) 
825-7640; Indigenous Environmental 
Network, POB 485, Bemidji, MN 
56601, (218) 751-4967; or Indigenous 
Women's Network, RR1, POB 308, 
Ponsford, MN 56575, (218) 573-3049. 


The Culture St Animals Foundation's 
Eleventh Annual 
Compassionate Living Festival 
October 4-6 Raleigh, NC 

Featuring: Paul Watson: Pioneer of Direct Action for Animals 

Vicki and Tony Moore: Leading UK Anti-Bullfighting Activists 
George Eisman: The Father of Vegan Nutrition 

Also includes: Other exciting Lectures/Presentations on Animal Issues, 
Blessing of the Animals, Gourmet Vegan Dining 

For more information write or call: Tom Regan, Culture & Animals 

Foundation, 3509 Eden Croft Dr. 
Raleigh, NC 27612 
(919)782-3739 



UNPLUG AMERICA 

October 13 
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Proceeds from the sale of these goodies go to supporting the Earth First! Journal. 

By purchasing music and books you also support the musicians and authors active in the fight to save the wild. 



Austin Lounge Lizards 

Witty, intelligent country-western parody. 

Lizard songs poke fun at everything worth 
poking fun at. 

V *i” Ua * * NEW! “Small Minds” 

“Paint Me on Velvet” 
“Lizard Vision” -LIVE* 
tiigd “Creatures From the Black 

“Highway Cafe of the Damned” 
Tapes — $10* CD — $15 

Darryl Cherney 

Earth First! organizer, songwriter and performer, 

Darryl continues to entertain the masses. 

“Timber” Tape— $12 

“They Sure Don’t Make Hippies 

Like They Used To” Tape— $12 

“I Had to be Born This Century” Tape — $12 

Alice DiMicele 

One of Oregon’s most talented musicians. Alice 
celebrates love and life with her powerful voice. 
Tapes — $12 • CDs — $15 
“Naked” 

“Too Controversial” 

“Searching” 

“Make a Change” 

(Tape Only) 

“It’s a Miracle” (Tape Only) 

EXIT-13 

A green, psychedelic GRIND band from 
Pennsylvania that advocates monkeywrenching,, 
vegetarianism and hemp legalization. 

“Don’t Spare the Green Love” 

“Ethos Music” CDs — only $10 

Robert Hoyt 

With his southern folk sound, biting lyrics and 
virtuoso guitar mastery, Robert is a favorite at 
rendezvous campfires. 

“Dumpster Diving Across America” 

Tape— $12* CD— $15 

“As American As You” Tape — $12 

NEW! CD — $15 


Greg Keeler 

Marvelous country-folk satire. Greg Keeler’s wit 
must be heard to be fully appreciated. 

“Songs of Fishing, Sheep 
and Guns in Montana” Tape- — $10 
“Talking Sweet Bye & Bye” Tape — $10 
“Bad Science Fiction” Tape — $10 
“Post-Modern Blues” Tape — $10 
“Enquiring Minds” Tape — $10 

Lone Wolf Circles 

A magical journey into the wilderness with 
poetry and music. 

“Oikos” Tape — $12 • CD — $15 

Dana Lyons 

Dana’s soulful voice and strong guitar convey a 
powerful and often humorous message. 

NEW! “Cows with Guns” Tape— $12 • CD— $15 
“Turn of the Wrench” Tape — $12 • CD — $15 
“Animal” Tape — $12 
“At Night They Howl at the Moon” 
Environmental songs for kids with John Seed 
Tape — $12 • CD — $15 

Peg Millett 

A longtime Earth First! activist and convicted 
felonious monkeywrencher, Peg has one of the 
most beautiful voices you’ll ever hear. 

“Clear Horizon” Tap^-$12 • CD— $17 
The CD contains all songs from the tape plus 
eleven songs from Gentle Warrior. 

“Gentle Warrior” Tape — $12 

Ned Mudd 

and his Rustic Band 

Ned's music is neither politically or technologi- 
cally correct. Many of the songs were recorded 
quasi-live in a bumed-out warehouse. 

“Fine Time In America” Tape — •$ 9 

Casey Neill 

With inspiring. Earth-based lyrics and jamming 
guitar, Casey’s a favorite Northwest musician 
and an uncompromising Earth First! activist, 
“riffraff’ Tape — $12 • CD — $15 
“Pawprints” is currently unavailable 


SEARCHING 



/MAM 


Bill Oliver 

Texan Bill Oliver sings rollicking Earth First! 
classics that have become favorite sing-alongs. 
“Texas Oasis” Tape — $10 



Joanne Rand 

Joanne’s strong and versatile voice climbs and 
dances through her inspirational songs and music. 
“Home” Tape — $12 

“Choosing Sides” Tape — $12* CD — $15 
“The Monkey-Puzzle” Tape — $12 • CD — $15 

Walkin' Jim Stoltz 

Walkin’ Jim’s deep, powerful voice and wilderness- 

inspired lyrics will launch a howl in your heart. 

“The Vision” Tape^-$10 

“A Kid for the Wild” Tape— $10 

“Listen to the Earth” Tape — $10 

“Forever Wild” Tape — $10 

“Spirit Is Still On The Run” Tape — $10 

Tree 

Throb and thrash to the rage and passion of 
TREE. Their hardcore version of reality is sure 
to warp yours — for the better. This tape is 
available only in the Earth First! Journal. 

“Earth First!, Profits Last!” Tape — $7 



STICKERS Not Just for Bumpers! Good for Cars, Bikes, WHATEVER! 


•AMERICAN WILDERNESS: 

LOVE IT OR LEAVE IT ALONE 
•ANOTHER MORMON ON DROGS 
•COPULATE DON’T POPULATE 
•DARWIN 

(words inside fish wl legs) 

•DEVELOPERS GO GUILD IN HELL 
•DON’T LIKE ENVIRONMENTALISTS? 

PUT THEM OUT OF WORK 
•DREAM RACK THE BISON, 

SING RACK THE SWAN 
•EARTH FIRSTI 
•ESCHEW SURPLUSAGE 
•FIGHT THE POWER! 

•GET LIVESTOCK OFF OUR PURLIC LANDS 

(cheap paper 50 cents) 


•HAYDUKE LIVES! 

•HUNT COWS, NOT DEARS 
•HUNTERS DID A COW GET YOUR ELK? 

•I’D RATHER RE MONKEYWRENCHING 
•I’LL TAKE MY REEF POACHED, THANKS 
•LOVE YOUR MOTHER, 

DON’T REC0ME A FATHER 
•LOVE YOUR MOTHER, DON’T REC0ME ONE 
•NATIVE 

(wl blue and green earth graphic) 

•NATURE DATS LAST 

•NOT POLITICALLY CORRECT 

•PAY YOUR RENT, WORK FOR THE EARTH 

•QUESTION TECHNOLOGY 

•REAL MEN— DON’T SHOOT WOLVES 

•REAL MEN— GET VASECTOMIES 


•RESIST MUCH, 0DEY LITTLE 
•SAVE THE DAMMED SALMON 
•SAVE THE WILD 
•STOP CLEARCUTTING 

(vinyl for $1, cheap paper for 50 cents) 

•STOP PURLIC LANDS RANCHING 

(cheap paper 50 cents) 

•STOP THE FOREST SERVICE, 

SAVE OUR WILD COUHTRY 
•SUDVERT THE DOMINANT PARADIGM 
•THANK YOU FOR NOT RREEDING 
•THINK GL0RALLY, ACT LOCALLY 
•VISUALIZE INDUSTRIAL COLLAPSE 
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Earth First! Merchandise Order Form 

Clip and send to: Earth First! Merchandise, POB 1415, Eugene, OR 97440 USA 


Quantity 


Description 


Color Size Price 


NAME 


STREET 


TOTAL 


CITY 


STATE 


COUNTRY. 


Allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. Call us at (541) 741-9191 if you haven 7 received your order. Please use this form for ordering. Thanks! 


PROM THK CON PIN13S OF OUR. CROWDED M HRC HANDISL ROOM! 


Words T-Shirts 


Earth First! Songbook 

Lyrics the whole family will love! 

77 songs/33 artists/guitar chords/info — $10 

A Sand County Almanac 

By A Ido Leopold 

Absolutely the best book ever written. 

Buy a copy for everyone you know. 

Special Commemorative Edition, 295 pages — $9 

Timber Wars and Other Writings 

By Judi Bari 

Judi's collection of essays describes life in defense of 
the forest and opposing logging of old-growth 
redwoods in northern California. 344 pages — $12 

Waste of the West: 

Public Lands Ranching 

By Lynn Jacobs 

This monster of a book tells you everything you ever- 
wanted to know about cows in the West. Contact list, 
statistics, 500-item bibliography, index, over 1,000 
illustrations (photos, cartoons, graphics, charts, 
maps) Large coffee table edition, 602 pages — $28 


Wilderness on the 

By Howie Wolke 
Wolke argues with logic 
and passion that our 
undeveloped public lands 
are wilderness on the 
rocks — scenic areas that 
lack ecological integrity 
and do not provide the 
necessary habitat for 
species survival. Tables, 
black and white photos, 
bibliography. Ned Ludd 
Books, 240 pages — $15 


Rocks 

WILDERNESS 

ON THE ROCKS 
* r 

. .. 


ECODEFENSE: A 

Field Guide to Monkeywrenching 

By Dave Foreman and Bill Haywood 
Extensively revised, expanded third edition. 

Get 'em while we got 'em! 

Ned Ludd Books, 350 pages — $18 

The Monkey Wrench Gang 

By Edward Abbey 

Join Bonnie, Doc, Seldom and Hayduke on an epic 
monkeywrenching adventure. A must-read for any up 
and coming Earth First !er. Fiction, 387 pages — $6 


(All t-shirts are 100% cotton and 
available in medium, large and 
extra large; for XX large add $3) 

Visualize Direct Action 

Black and White on Unbleached — $10 

Free the Earth 

Multi-color on Turquoise — $12 


Earth First Tools 

Black on Unbleached — $10 

No Fucking Compromise 

White on Black — $12 

Earth First! Fist 

Green on Unbleached — $10 
Black on Kelly Green or Red — $12 
Multi-color on Forest Green — $13.50 
Multi-color on Black — $13.50 

A Higher Law: 

Unbroken Wilderness Forever 

Multi-color on Unbleached — $12 


Earth First! Fist Caps 

(cotton, adjustable) $10 

Tan • Brown Forest Camo • Green 

Forest Camo • Desert Camo (not shown) 


Rubber Stamps (i 1 / 2 ” x 2 ” wood block) 
Earth First! Fist • Earth First! Tools $5 

Silent Agitators (i i/s” round) 
30/S1.50 

Earth First! Fist, Earth First! Tools, 

No Deal, Assholes 

Window Stickers (3” round) 

Earth First! Fist 4/$l 
No Cows 6/$l 

Earth Fist 

First! I fyj J Patch 


SSSy $2.50 


FREE TABLOIDS!!! 

• Earth First! Primer (Still New!) 

• EF! Trinkets and Snake Oil (catalog) 

• Kids for Konservation 

• War On The Bear 

• Voluntary Human Extinction 

• Western Shoshone Defense Project 

• Bitchin ’ Times 

• Predators 

• Cascadia Rising! 

• Cove/Mallard 

• Freeport McMoRan 
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!; Student Environment Action Coalition 


in 


Provides up-to-date news 8c in-depth discussion from 
the environmental 8c social justice movements. 
Regular features include: 

• Analysis on environmental issues, srrarctfics, & tactics; 
• Organizing advice, resources, and contacts; 

• The latest on student activism. 

Subscriptions are $20/ycar. For information, contact: 
SI 'AC • P.O. Box 1168 • Chapel Hill, NC 27514-1 168 
919-967-4600 • 800-700-SHAC • seac@igc.apc.org 


LIVE WITH FRIENDS 

AS NEIGHBORS 

I N A RURAL C0-H0USI NG COMMUNITY 

• TOO acres near Moab with creek 6c springs 

• Private and common land ownership 

• Environmental & Social sustainability 

• Consensus Decisions 

~ seeking members - Box 1171 Moab Utah 84532 


WANTED: EDITOR 

The EF! Journal staff is looking for a new person to share 
the responsiblilities of production and management of the 
paper. If you have strong journalistic skills, are easy to live 
with, and are willing to do all sorts of weird things in a 
never-ending job that doesn't pay very well, write us here 
at the EF! Journal, POB 1415, Eugene, OR 97440. 


THE 

H*U«M*A*N*U«R*E 

HANDBOOK 

A GUIDE TO COMPOSTING HUMAN MANURE 

1995 by J. C. Jenkins 

198 pages, paperbound, indexed, illustrated. 


How to recycle human feces and 

) urine, or humanure, without the 
need for money, chemicals, tech- 
nology, odors, or environmental 
pollution. 

“A moving book;** “The ultimate in bathroom 
reading." “A lot of *--(.** “After reading this 
book you Ml never flush a toilet with indiffer- 
1 cnce again." “Anyone who cares about the 
earth and wants to stop being part of our 
modem throw-away society should read this 

X book" “A dangerous piece of w riting." 
“One of the most amazing and informa- 

B (and useful) books we have seen.” 

“A good read for anyone ready to 
entertain the possibility of more 
illy integrating him or herself into 
cosystem." “Witty and engaging." 
ionatc, cogently reasoned, humor- 
vqucntly irreverent." “One of the 
ost serious and humorous, well 
ehed yet humble, and motivating 
ks I have read." “A sh— ty book" 

IK. 00 IMM); ORDER FROM: JENKINS 
UHi.isiiiw;, i>m. i*F, i»o box mi?, 
OKOYh ( M Y, V\ 16127 USA 



Wild Rockies Review 

“The Gem of the Mountains” (Isadora Duncan) 

The Mid Rockies Review is a freely distributed, nonprofit jSrf ’llf 
quarterly rag from your friends at Wild Rockies EF ! We accept 
submissions that further biocentrism, direct action, industrial 

collapse and general weirdness. We also need money to keep 

producing this thought-provoking, irreverent gem! Stop buying 
toilet paper and pass the savings on to us! $10 per year. 

Wild Rockies Review, POB 9286, Missoula, MT 59807 


The Caretaker Gazette is a unique 
newsletter containing job openings, 
advice & information for property 
caretakers, housesitters & landowners 
Published since 1983, each issue has 
80+ property caretaking job oppor- 
tunities, worldwide.Property caretak- 
ers enjoy rent-free living in desirable 
locations.OnlyS 15/half yr, or$24/yr. 

#1 Source forr 


I -"T - 
* 0 O 




The Caretaker Gazette, 1 845 Deane- 
EF, Pullman WA 99163.Credit card 
orders, please call: (509) 332-0806. 


CONCERNED . 

* SINGLES /Ox 


NEWSLETTER 


FREE I 
SAMPLE 


■■uRgiJinks compatible, 
socially conscious 
singles who care 
| about the earth, 

* the envi ronment, 
and a healthy 
• society. 

— Nationwide • AH ages • Since 1964 

BOX 444-EF 

LENOX DALE, MA 01242 
or (413)445-6309 


SUBSCRIBE to the Radical Environmental Journal 


How did you hear of Earth First!? 


O $500 Lifetime Subscription 
O $25 Regular Rate (Third Class Bulk) 
O $15-20 Low Income/Non-Profit/Library 
O $35 (US) Surface Mail, International 
O $ DONATION 


EARTH FIRST! JOURNAL 

Subscriptions, POB 1415 
Eugene, OR 97440 USA 

O $35 First Class (US, Canada and Mexico) 741-9191 

O $35 Brown Bag (First Class in a plain wrapper) I’M DOWN TO MY LAST 

__ IS BUCKS" 

$45 (US) Air Mail, International (no foreign checks, please) / 

O $45 Corporate or Law Enforcement Rate 


Subscriber Name 
Address 




State 


Country 


The Earth First! Journal subscription list is entirely confidential. If you use an alias, make sure that the post office knows that you, or someone, is getting 
mail at your address under that name or it may not be delivered. Additionally, notify us when you change your address if you don’t want to miss an issue. 



Lughnasadh '96 


Page 38 Earth First! August-September 1996 







Earth First! Directory 


ALASKA 

Michael A. Lewis 

POB 80073, Fairbanks, AK 99708 

Mike or Billie 

POB 6197, Sitka, AK 99835 

ARIZONA 

Phoenix EF! 

POB 8795, Phoenix, AZ 85066 
Arizona Wildlands Museum 
POB 24988, Tempe, AZ 85285 
Tucson EF! AZEF! Newsletter 
POB 3412, Tucson, AZ 85722 
Bradshaw EF! 

220 Grove, Prescott, AZ 86301 
CALIFORNIA 
Northcoast EF! 

POB 4796, Areata, CA 95518 
(707) 825-8911 
Redwood Action Team 
Darryl Cherney 

POB 34, GarberviUe, Ecotopia 95542 
(707) 923-DEMO 
Sonoma County EF! 

POB 7544, Santa Rosa, CA 95407 
(707) 523-1229 
Bay Area EF! 

POB 83, Canyon, CA 94516 

Bay Area EF! Hotline (510) 848-8724 

Wiley Coyote 

POB 74283, Davis, CA 95617 
Davis EF!/FOW-Cascadia 
POB 73063, Davis, CA 95617 
(916) 753-1678 

Santa Cruz EF! 

POB 344, Santa Cruz, CA 95061 
(408) 425-3205 
Orange County EF! 

POB 4960-593, Irvine, CA 92616-4960 
Auto Free Orange County 
POB 736, Laguna Beach, CA 92652 
Los Angeles EF! 

POB 4381, N. Hollywood, CA 91617 
(818) 569-5592 
Alluvial EF! 

POB 77027, #102, Pasadena, CA 91107 
(909) 422-1637 
Mojave EF! 

POB 842, Barstow, CA 92312-0842 
(619) 961-8489 
mojaveef@envirolink.org 

Baja Ecotopia EF! 

POB 33663, San Diego, CA 92163 

COLORADO 

Walkabout 

POB 1166, Boulder, CO 80306 
(970) 938-1677 

San Juan EF! 

POB 3204, Durango, CO 81302 
Wilderness Defense! 

POB 460101, Aurora, CO 80046-0101 

aq328@freenet.uchsc.edu 

Art Goodtimes 

POB 1008, Telluride, CO 81435 
Tim Haugen 
The Wild Ranch Review 
POB 81, Gulnare, CO 81042 
Gunnison Basin EF! 

POB 592, Crested Butte, CO 81224 
Roaring Fork EF! 

Ill Polo, Glenwood Springs, CO 81601 

FLORIDA 
Big Bend EF! 

POB 20582, Tallahassee, FL 32316 
(904) 421-1559 
Alachua EF! 

3108 SE 16th Terr, Gainesville, FL 32641 
(352) 375-1454 

HAWAII 

Christopher Hope-Cowing 
POB 1031, Makawao, HI 96768 

IDAHO 

Northern Rockies Preservation 
1501 1/2 N. 13th St., Boise, ID 83702 
(208) 345-8077 
Cove/Mallard Coalition 
POB 8968, Moscow, ID 83843 
(208) 882-9755, fax 883-0727 
cove @moscow.com 
ILLINOIS 
Chicago EF! 

POB 6424, Evanston, IL 60204 
Red Buffalo EF! 

POB 185, Normal, IL 61761 
Shawnee EF! 

913 S. Illinois, Carbondale, IL 62901 
(618) 549-7387 

IOWA 

Tallgrass Prarie EF! 

POB 1503, Iowa City, IA 52244 
jjquig@blue.uiowa.edu 
MAINE 
Maine EF! 

POB 183, Harmony, ME 04942 
Wassumkeag EF! 

POB 869, Searsport, ME 04974 


MARYLAN D 
Anacostia-Rock Creek EF! 

POB 5625, Takoma Park, MD 20913 
(301) 270-0857 
MASSACHUSETTS 
Mass EF! 

POB 708, Littleton, MA 01460-2708 
Martha's Vineyard EF! 

RR 1, Box 381A 

Martha's Vinyard, MA 02568 

Mid-Connecticut River Valley EF! 

POB 35, Montague, MA 01351 

MINNESOTA 

Big Woods EF! 

c/o Arise! Bookstore 

2441 Lyndale South, Mnpls, MN 55405 

Paddlefish 1st! 

c/o Drew Hempel 

1024 Osceola Ave. Apt. B 

St. Paul, MN 55105 

MISSOURI 

Ray O McCall 

Rt. 1, Box 89 

Mountain Grove, MO 65711 
Pink Planarians 

POB 7653, Columbia, MO 65205-7653 

(314) 443-6832 

74747.2052@compuserve.com 

Chinquapin Resistance 

POB 63232, St. Louis, MO 63163 

(314) 776-7496 

MONTANA 

Northern Rockies Biodiversity Project 
POB 4431, Whitefish, MT 59937 
(406) 862-4945 
Wild Rockies EF! 

POB 9286, Missoula, MT 59807 
(406) 728-5733 (message #) 
Yellowstone EF! 

POB 6151, Bozeman, MT 59715 
(406) 585-9211 
NEBRASKA 

Environmental Resource Center 
370 Bordeaux Rd., Chadron, NE 69337 
(308) 432-3458 

NEW IERSEY 

PAW Pinelands/Kittatiny Project 

POB 506, Bloomfield, NJ 07003 

(201) 748-4322 

NEW M EXIC O 

Land of Disenchantment EF! 

POB 72295, Albuquerque, NM 87195 

New Mexico Direct Action 

POB 22488, Santa Fe, NM 87502-2488 

(505) 986-8435 

NEW YORK 

Wetlands Preserve 

James Hansen 

161 Hudson St., NY, NY 10013 
(212) 966-5244, fax 925-8715 

Foghorn 

POB 889, Westhampton Beach, NY 11978 
(516) 288-2688 

NO RTH CAROLINA 

Katuah EF! 

POB 1485, Asheville, NC 28802 

OHIO 

Cleveland EF! 

17305 Grovewood Ave. 

Cleveland, OH 44119 
(216) 383-9985 
Ohio Valley EF! 

POB 17, Univ. of Cincinnati 
Cincinnati, OH 45221-1001 
(513) 281-6892 
Oberlin Earth First! 

Wilder Box 76, Oberlin, OH 44074 
Hock- Hocking Watershed EF! 
Whaley Mander 

8 N. Court St. # 307, Athens, OH 45701 
(614) 594-6400 
Piankasha EF! 

7992 Hopper Rd., Cincinatti, OH 45255 

OREGON 
Blue Heron EF! 

Reed Coll. SAO, Portland, OR 97202 
(503) 771-1112x7875 
Southern Willamette EF! 

POB 10384, Eugene, OR 97440 
(541) 343-7305, swef@efn.org 
Kangaroo EF! 

POB 332, Williams, OR 97544 
Kalmiopsis EF! 

POB 2093, Cave Junction, OR 97523 
(541) 592-3386 
Cascaida Rising! 

POB 9554, Bend, OR 97708 
Blue Mtns. Biodiversity Project 
HCR 82, Fossil, OR 97830 
PENNSYLVANIA 
Allegheny EF! 

POB 81011, Pittsburg, PA 15217 
Antoinette Dwinga 
842 Library Ave., Carnegie, PA 15106 
Scott Thiele 

RD 4, 237-A Elk Ln„ Montrose, PA 18801 


Allegheny Defense Project 
POB 245, Clarion, PA 16214 

Katuah EF! 

Tennessee Valley Faction 
POB 281, Chattanooga, TN 37401 
(423) 624-3939 

Katuah EF! 

1414 Highland Ave., Knoxville, TN 37916 
(423) 524-6084 

TEXAS 
EF! Austin 

POB 7292, U. Stn., Austin, TX 78713 
(512) 320-0413, entropy@eden.com 
Corpus Christi EF! 

4114 Claudia, Corpus Christi, TX 78418 
(512) 937-6019 
East Texas EF! 

Rt. 1, Box 2120, Point Blank, TX 77364 
North Central Texas EF! 

2959 Benbrook Blvd. 

Fort Worth, TX 76109 

UTAH 

Autonomy House 

POB 11015, SLC, UT 84147 

Wild Wasatch Front 

847 W 700 S, Brigham City, UT 84302 

VERMONT 

Two Rivers EF! 

POB 85, Sharon, VT 05065 
Biodiversity Liberation Front 
The ALARM 

J.R., POB 804, Burlington, VT 05402 

VIRGINIA 

Virginia EF! 

Rt. 1, Box 250, Staunton, VA 22401 

(540) 885-6983 

Massive Retaliation 

2129 General Booth Blvd. #253 

Virginia Beach, VA 23454-5872 

(804) 468-3180 

Sherman 

POB 13192, Roanoke, VA 24031-3192 
Richmond EF! 

POB 5021, Richmond, VA 23220 
(804) 359-3790 

Jeanette Russell 
Bellingham, WA (360) 647-1680 
Seattle EF! 

POB 12124, Seattle, WA 98102 
ph/fax (206) 329-3432, can@scn.org 
Olympia EF! ENTMOOT! 

POB 12391, Olympia, WA 98508 
WEST VIRGINIA 
Central Appalachian Biodiversity Project 
Rt. 3, Box 390, Hedgesville, WV 25427 
(304) 754-9161 

Midwest Headwaters Action 
Midwest Headwaters Journal 
731 State St., Madison, W1 53711 
(608) 255-8765 or 259-9245 

Hank Bruse 

235 Travis, Wisconsin Rapids, Wl 54495 

(715) 423-5636 

North Forests EF! 

c/o Grassroots Collective 

748 Algoma Blvd., Oshkosh, WI 54901 

(414) 424-0265 

PurplEarth 

POB 645, Portage, Wl 53901 
(608) 742-5415 


Jailed Activists 

Rod Coronado 
03895-000, FCI Unit SW 
8901 S. Wilmont Rd. 

Tucson, AZ 85706 USA 
Milton Born with a Tooth 
c/o MEDF, Box 53 
10024-82 Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta 
T6E1Z3 CANADA 

MOVE activists address update 

(send a seperate letter to each one) 

Merle Austin Africa #006306 
Debbie Sims Africa #006307 
Janet Holloway Africa #006307 
SCI-Cambridge Springs 
451 Fullerton Ave. 

Cambridge Springs, PA 16403-1238 
Michael Davis Africa #AM4973 
Charles Sims Africa #AM4975 
SCl-Gaterford 
POB 244 

Gaterford, PA 19426-0244 
Edward Goodman Africa #AM4974 
SCI-Camp Hill 
POB 200 

Camp Hill, PA 1701 1-0200 

William Phillips Africa #AM4984 
Delbert Orr Africa #AM4985 
SCl-Dallas, Drawer K 
Dallas, PA 18612 


EF! Projects 
(s Campaigns 


The Boycott Quarterly 
POB 30727, Seattle, WA 98103 
Cascadia Fire Ecology 
Education Project 
POB 3563, Eugene, OR 97403 
Coast Watch 
POB 1811, Rockland, ME 04841 
Cold Mountain, 

Cold Rivers Video Project 
POB 7941, Missoula, MT 59807 
(406) 728-0867 
Direct Action Fund 
POB 210, Canyon, CA 94516 
(510) 376-7329, fax 631-7958 
Earth Liberation Prisoners 
POB 23, 5 High St., Glastonbury, 
Somerset, England BA6 9PU 
(01458) 831545 


End Corporate Dominance 

c/o BMBP, HCR 82, Fossil, OR 97830 
(408) 425-4422 
Ranching Task Force 
POB 5784, Tucson, AZ 85703 
(520) 791-2913 

Sea Defense Alliance (SeDnA) 

POB 67121, Scotts Valley, CA 95067 
Video Warriors/ 

Wise Use Watch 
POB 2182 , Berkeley, CA 94702 
Warrior Poets Society 
ASUC Box 361 
Berkeley, CA 94720-4510 
0 Xtract from Public Lands 
EF!J, POB 1415, Eugene, OR 97440 
fax (541) 741-9191 
earthfirst@igc.apc.org 


International EF! Directory 


AUSTRALIA 

Rainforest Information Centre 

POB 368, Lismore. NSW 2480 

(066) 21-85-05 

EF! Australia 

Canopy, POB 1738QGPO, 

Melbourne 3001, Victoria 

(03) 354-7972, fax 416-2081 

CANADA 

EF! Prince George 

Box 1762, Prince George, BC V2L 4V7 

Boreal Owl 

Box 1053, Kamloops, BC V2C 6H2 
VALLEYWATCH! 

Group 8, Box 8, RR1 

Winlaw, BC V0G 2V0 

EF! Manitoba 

15-222 Osborne St. South 

Winnipeg, Manitoba R3L 1Z3 

(204) 453-9052 

EF! Toronto 

POB 70, 1576 Queen St. West 
Toronto, Ontario M6R 1A6 
(416) 698-6343 
EF! Ottawa 
Box 4612 Station E 
Ottawa, Ontario K1S 5H8 
Autonomous Green Action 
POB 4721, Station E 
Ottawa, Ontario K1S 5H9 
EF! Montreal 
Diffusion Noire 
c/o Librairie Alternative 
2035 St. Laurent, 2 e etage 
Montreal, PQ H2X 2T3 
EIRE 

An Talamh Glas 
c/o Anne 

Abbey St., Ballinrobe 
County Mayo 

ENGLAND 

[Over 50 local EF! groups exist in 
England; for a list, contact the 
EF! Action Update, POB 9656, 
London N4 4JY; (0171) 561-9146; 
actionupdate@gn.apc.org.uk) 
Oxford EF! 

Box E, 111 Magdalen Rd., 

Oxford, OX4 IRQ 
(01865) 791391 
South Downs EF! 

Dead Trees EF!, Do or Die 
c/o Prior House 

6 Tilbury’ Place, Brighton BN2 2GY 
savage@easynet.co.uk 
http://www.hrc.wmin.ac.uk/ 
campaigns/earthfirst.html 


Whether you’re a faithful 
subscriber or a contact group. 
Please (please!) send us your 
change of address post haste! 


Fund for Wild Nature 

A non-projil, tax-exempt foundation 
which funds research, education and 
literature projects. Funding proposals 
and donations can be sent to: 

Fund for Wild Nature 
POB 1657, Corvallis, OR 97339 
(541)757-1780 


FRANCE 
Resistance verte 
Editions A RS, BP 890 
44022 Nantes Cedex 01 
EF! France 

BP 631, 53006 Laval Cedex 

GERMANY 
EF! Germany 

c/o Avalon, Friedrich-Ebert-Str. 24 
45127 Essen 

INDIA 

Anand Skaria 

PB #14, Cochin 682001, Kerala 

(009) 484-25435 

Bander Bagicha 

Near Maurya LokPATNA-800 001 

Bihar, Post Box 229 

Ariel Betan, Green Forum 
3rd Floor, Liberty Building 
Pasay Rd., Makati, Metro Manila 
(2) 816-0986, 851-110, 818-3207 
Volunteers for Earth Defense 
189 San Antonio Ext. SFDM 
110S Quezon City 
ROLAND 

Workshop For All Beings 
ul. Modrzewskiego 29/3 
43-300 Bielsko, Biala 
fax 0048-30-29496 

RUSSIA 

Rainbow Keepers (10 local groups) 
POB 14, Nizhni Novgorod 603082 
(8312) 34-32-80, tretyput@glas.apc.org 
Rainbow Keepers (Moscow) 

(095) 954-91-93, rk@glas.apc.org 

SCOTLAND 

Glasgow EF! 

POB 180, Glasgow G4 9AB 
+44 (0)41 636 1924/339 8009 
fax +44 (0)41 424 3688 
scotree@gn.apc.org 

SLOVAKIA 

Earth Fust! 

A. Hlinku 11,96001 Zvolen 
kolenka@uvt.tuzvo.sk 

SPAIN 

Manuel A. Demdndes 

Taller de E. A. A CURUXA 

J. B. Xelmirer J, Campus Universitario 

1570 S Santiago 

(81) 584321, fax (81)584533 

SWEDEN 

Morgan Larsson 

Lagmansgaten 9C, 46 37 VSnersborg 

UKRAINE 

Rainbow Keepers (5 local groups) 
c/o Nadia Shevchenko 
Glushkova 17-22, Kiev.252187 
(044) 266-93-10, nadia@glas.apc.org 


Phone Action 

with 


Affinity 


Long Distance 

Affinity Long Distance 
guarantees 10% rate reduction. 
Plus, Affinity will give 5% of your 
bill to the Earth First! Journal. 
For an application or more info, 
write us here at the Journal. 
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Fight Factory Fishing 


by Jeanne Patton 

American corporate fishing practices are devastat- 
ing ocean ecosystems. To end these destructive 
practices and move toward small-scale sustainable 
fishing, Greenpeace has launched a campaign to 
ban the US fleet of factory trawlers. Factory trawlers 
are industrial-scale fishing vessels capable of catch- 
ing as much as 400 tons of fish per tow. On August 
15 in Seattle, Washington, Greenpeace released the 
report Sinking Fast which details the environmental 
damage caused by factory trawlers. This was fol- 
lowed by a day of direct action to bear witness to this 
environmental atrocity. 

Sinking Feist explains how factory trawling fleets 
have transformed the fishing trade into a globalized 
extraction industry dominated by multinational 
corporations and industrial economies of scale. 
Factory trawlers use nets with openings two miles in 


circumference and catch an enormous amount of 
incidental species (bycatch) each year. In 1994, 
factory trawlers threw overboard, dead, more than 
half a billion pounds of fish because they were the 
wrong sex, size or species. 

The US factory trawling fleet did not exist prior to 
1983. It currently consists of approximately 60 
vessels. Most are based in Seattle and fish the North 
Pacific. They represent less than one percent of all 
US commercial fishing boats over five registered 
tons, yet by the early 1990s their annual catch was 
well over a million tons of groundfish off the coast 
of Alaska alone and accounted for 21 percent of the 
total US catch. 

This environmental tragedy isn't being perpe- 
trated by a developing nation desperate for cash. 
This is an American fleet, backed by Norwegian and 


London 
| Freeway 

| Reclaimed 

Pneumatic drills hit the road 

by Arthur Thomas 

We are not going to demand anything. We are not 
going to ask for anything. We are going to take. We 
are going to occupy. 

Billed as a "Festival Of Resistance" and "the only 
'party' worth having," London Reclaim The Streets’ 
third street party lived up to its promises. At its peak, 
upwards of eight thousand people occupied the 
M4 1 near Shepherds Bush transforming the country's 
smallest motorway into the biggest, freest, most 
spectacular street party yet! 

Thousands of partygoers had gathered only min- 
utes past the noon meeting time on July 13. Leaf- 
lets were distributed asking people to "follow those 
with pink armbands" and to "expect the unex- 
pected." At 12:30 pm, word spread that it was time 
to go and a three hundred-strong critical mass set 
off, while the main group, aided by undercover 
organizers, moved underground to the westbound 
Central Line. Fourteen stops and six packed tube 
trains later the crowd emerged at Shepherds Bush, 
where the police, until this point content with 
surveillance, blocked off the entrance to the M41 
roundabout. Some people, unsure if this was the 
actual site, began partying here. 

At the opposite end of the motorway the block- 
ade crew, aware that people had arrived, decided to 
go for it. Outmaneuvering police spotters, they 
made it onto the road. Two cars were theatrically 
I; crashed to block the road and three tripods were 
| erected across the southbound carriageway. At the 
| foot of the convoy, two sound system vehicles 
s drove on, chased by dozens of police on foot. 

continued on page 31 


continued on page 29 



These folks were locked down in a human chain in the water for about nine hours. BRRRRRW! 



Cove/Mallard 


i Victories ! 


Warner North 


by Steve Davis 

On September 12, 1996 the Idaho Sporting Congress (ISC) entered 
into an agreement with the Forest Service, a federal judge and Shearer 
Lumber to halt all logging and road construction on all timber sales in 
the Cove/Mallard area until June 15, 1997. The agreement came on the 
morning Federal Magistrate Larry Boyles was to hear the Sporting 
Congress' motion for a preliminary injunction that would have re- 
sulted in a virtual shutdown of logging in the area. As ISC attorney Mark 
Fink put it, "It may not be a victory in the books, but it is a victory on 
the ground. No trees will be cut!" 

It is a clear example of how direct action and litigation (lowbaggers 
and lawyers) can work together. The actions on the Jack road this 
summer stalled the logging long enough for the attorneys to do their 
stuff. Without the road blockades, the Jack Sale could easily have been 
clearcut by now, making the court proceedings pointless. 

The ISC will still press forward this fall with their suit to force the Nez 
Perce National Forest administrators into writing a Supplemental 
Environmental Impact Statement. But, in the interim, the area has been 
spared from the chainsaws, bulldozers and belly dumpers, and Jack, 
even though scarred by a couple of miles of road, is still standing. 


Paying the price for Warner Creek. See related stiories on pages 24 and 25. 


photo by Michael Omogrosso 
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NO COMPROMISE IN THE DEFENSE OF MOTHER EARTH! 

POB 1415 • EUGENE, OREGON 97440 • (541) 741-9191 



ANTIDOTE 

FOK 

DESPAIR. 


A few weeks ago, I experienced the lowest point in my 
activist tenure. Standing along French Creek in central 
Idaho at the bottom of one of the Salmon-Selway's finest 
canyons, I watched helplessly as Boise Cascade whisked 
away, clump by clump, the prime connecting corridor of 
the French Creek/Patrick Butte roadless area. Particularly 
gruesome was the recognition that I hadn't fought hard 
enough to prevent its desecration. It's a battle I fought half- 
assed and lost wholly. Whatever lessons I may a,-j- j 
have learned seem irrelevant at the moment. ^ 

In the days between that morning and this, 
all three Lugnusadh Journal front page road 
blockades have been overrun. The Freddies 
have flexed their muscles and quashed the 
micro-revolutions of the Wild Rockies, Sucker 
Creek and Cascadia Free States. Bastards! 

And until August 17, I was feeling pretty 
defeated. That night I showed up, late, to a 
vigil for the Warner Women. The four women 
arrested, known endearingly to us as Hemlock, Raven, 
Lupine and Madrone Cascadia, were the first and last 
line of defense in Warner Creek when the Freddies finally 
made their showing with a D-9 bulldozer, a grader, dump 
trucks and a whole heap of machismo. They held their 
positions on the road for eight hours in the face of threats, 
intimidation and abuse. No fucking around. Those women 
epitomize the essence of Earth First! 

That night 40 of their friends, fellow Cascadians, sympa- 
thetic townspeople and outraged journalists gathered for a 
second time outside the Lane County Jail. A few banged 
drums, one played flute, lots howled. The crowd slunk a lap 
around the jail, chanting, "Free the Warner Women!" Just 
before coming full circle, a face appeared from a window of 
a cell. It was Lupine. 


ALL THE ANWEILS 

Cover Photo Caption: No this man is not a Green 
Ranger or any kind of eco-terrorist, as Earth First!ers are so 
often labeled. He is one of two US Marshals who were 
requested by the US Forest Service to assist in the raid on 
the Jack Squat Road Blockade (see article page 8). 

The weapon he is brandishing is a convertible auto- 
matic/semi-automatic AR-16 assault rifle. 

This spring and summer has seen a creeping escalation 
of Forest Service violence. Pain holds, or as the USFS 
euphemistically calls them, "compliance" holds, have 
been used against protesters as a matter of routine in the 
past year. Armed guards are being seen more frequently, 
as well. Is it psychological warfare or are they trying to 
incite something? 

Earth First is completely betrothed to nonviolence. 
(How many ways can we say it before we run out of verbs?) 
Our protests have never warranted breaking out the arse- 



The vigil erupted into one of the most spirited and 
inspiring scenes I have ever witnessed. Everyone applauded, 
people sang, danced, cheered. A dog was hoisted to the 
window to greet the honored inmate. One by one, people 
approached the narrow slat of thick glass and touched it. 
Lupine smiled for each emotional supporter who came 
forward. There was a profound understanding between her 
fellow activists and her — she was in there for them, they 
were outside for her. Fort Warner was gone, but the 
spirit of Cascadia Free State is alive and thriving. 

On the Noble Road, in the heart of the once 
unroaded wild country of Cove/Mallard, a few 
shivering people are still swinging picks. 
There's no glamour there, no dazzling media 
bait — just a few zealots and eight miles of 
logging road. In fact, there's no illusion that 
ditches and holes will prevent the Freddies 
from escorting Shearer Lumber to the remain- 
ing cutting units. But there is a distinct gleam 
in the eyes of my friends as metal hits rock. The 
collision spits sparks into the night air and I 
can see my friends' eyes fixed on the road with a determi- 
nation that far exceeds the task at hand. With each swing 
my friends are deconstructing a paradigm of dominion and 
building a movement of reclamation. Futility is irrelevant; 
these people are practicing liberation. 

Sometime soon I'll sift through the lessons I learned from 
French Creek. Meanwhile, I'll rebuild my hope for our wild 
forests from the spirit of Cascadia and the handful of 
unrelenting warriors facing insurmountable odds in the 
Siskiyous and Wild Rockies. This isn't just what Earth First! 
is about; it's what Earth First! is. A movement is only as 
strong as the people who comprise it and, judging from 
these folks, this one is raging. Darryl Echt 


nal in any mercenary's wildest, bloodiest wet dream. 
That the authorities are pretending to need guns would 
be laughable if bullet holes were funny, but they along 
with guns are not. Read your protest history. 

Howls and Yaps: Check out our new column, "Wolves 
and Poodles," on page 4. We'll dis and give propers 
every issue. Please send in your nominations. 

Au Revoir: We'd like to say, "Sayonara" to Miss 
Demeanor. It seems she was kidnapped by a gang of not- 
so-proper Amazons and reportedly has fallen in love 
with her kidnappers. She was last seen eschewing all 
responsibility. 

$$$$$$$$$$$$: Get the hint? Hey people, the Journal 
is going broke. We may go into the red for the first time 
this year. You can help by selling out, oops I mean 
buying out, our new merchandise catalogue in the 
centerfold. And the next time you're thinking of eating 
out, fast and buy a subscription to the Journal instead 


— LH 



on by Peggy Sue McRae 

The autumnal equinox is called Mabon (rhymes with the popular Jamaican greeting "Hey, Mon") and is also the 
blackberry moon. Forests laden with sweet jewel-like fruit tempt bears, chipmunks and hominids to gather riches before 
the coming winter. Blackberry wine, preserves and pies prove once again 
that life is sweet. 

Gratitude to Mama Earth for continuing to lavish her gifts on even her most 
delinquent offspring is in order. What have you done for her lately? Within the 
pages of this Journal you may find some worthy suggestions. 

The most basic form of gratitude is joy — simple appreciation for the sweet 
abundance of life. To that end I offer you my blue ribbon blackberry pie 
recipe: 1 ) pick a bucket of blackberries; 2) rinse them off and set half of them 
aside; 3) in a saucepan, cook half of the berries with honey and cornstarch 
until thick; 4) put uncooked berries into already cooked pie shell and pour 
cooked berries over them; 5) cool until firm. Life is sweet. 

Page 2 Earth First! Mabon 1996 
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The Earth First' Journal is published by 
an editorial staff from within the Earth 
First! movement. Entire contents are copy- 
righted 1996. We allow reprinting if credit 
is given, except for those articles specifi- 
cally copyrighted by the author. Art, pho- 
tographs and poetry are copyrighted by 
the individual artists and permission for 
use must be received from them. 

Earth First! Journal is a forum for the no- 
compromise environmental movement. 
Responsibility rests with the individual 
authors and correspondents. The contents 
do not necessarily represent the view- 
point of this newspaper, the Earth First! 
movement, local Earth First! groups or 
individual Earth First!ers. 

Submissions are welcomed and should 
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The following is the text of a speech given by Winona 
LaDuke in St. Paul, MN, on August 29. LaDuke is Ralph 
Nader's Vice Presidential running mate. 

Aniin indinawaymuginitook. Niin gagwe giti- 
maagis noongom. Beenaysikwe indigo, idash, 
Winona LaDuke indizhinikaaz, Makwa niin 
dodaem. Gahwah bah bahnikaag ishkoniginiing 
indoojibaa. Miigwetch, Mazinnaggain ininiwug, 
Miigwetch indinawaymugunitook. 

I am here to announce today that it is 'with great 
honor that I am joining with Ralph Nader and the 
Green Party in a national effort in this presidential 
campaign. I will be his vice presidential running 
mate. 

As Mr. Nader has previously 
stated, we intend to stand with 
others around this country as the 
catalyst for the creation of a new 
model of electoral politics; not to 
run any campaign. This will be a 
campaign for democracy waged 
by private citizens who choose to 
become public citizens. 

I am not inclined toward elec- 
toral politics. Yet I am impacted 
by public policy. I am interested 
in reframing the debate on the 
issues of this society — the distri- 
bution of power and wealth, the 
abuse of power and the rights of 
the natural world, the environ- 
ment and the need to consider an 
amendment to the US Constitu- 
tion in which all decisions made 
today will be considered in light 
of their impact on the seventh generation from 
now. That is, I believe, what sustainability is all 
about. These are vital subjects which are all too 
often neglected by the rhetoric of “major party" 
candidates and the media. 

I believe that decision making should not be the 
exclusive right of the privileged; that those who are 
affected by policy — not those who by default often 
stand above it — should be heard in the debate. It is 
the absence of this voice which unfortunately has 
come to characterize American public policy and 
the American political system. 

As most of you probably know I live and work on 
the White Earth reservation in northern Minnesota, 
the largest reservation in the state in terms of 
population and land base. And as most of you 
know — in terms of recent political and legal 
struggles — the site of a great deal of citizen activism 
and change in recent months. That is how 1 view 
myself, as a citizen activist. Yet 1 find that as small 


and rural as is my area of the northwoods, as small 
as my pond, the decisions made in Washington still 
affect me. And it is that fact, that decisions made by 
others, people who have never seen my face, never 
seen our lakes, never tasted our wild rice or heard 
the cry of a child in Ponsford have come to impact 
me and my community. I am here to say that all 
people have the right and responsibility to deter- 
mine their destiny and I do not relinquish this right 
to PACs, to lobbyists and to decision makers who are 
far away. 

When you live in one of the poorest sections of 
the country and in the State of Minnesota, you are 


able to understand, perhaps better, the impact of 
public policy. It is indeed my contention that there 
is no real quality of life in America until there is 
quality of life in the poorest regions of this America. 

For instance over half of the American Indians on 
my reservation live in poverty. This represents five 
times the state average. Of particular concern is that 
nearly two-thirds of the children on my reservation 
live in poverty. Also 90 percent of the children in 
female-headed households live in impoverished 
conditions. Median family income on my reserva- 
tion is just slightly above half the state average for 
median income. Per capita income is at the same 
level. Unemployment on the reservation is at 49 
percent, according to recent Bureau of Indian Af- 
fairs statistics. And nearly one-third of all Indians 
on the reservation have not attained a high school 
diploma. Finally it is absolutely critical to note that 
approximately 50 percent of the population on the 
reservation is under 25 years of age, indicating that 


these problems will need to be addressed over the 
long term. 

What does that mean in the larger picture? Let me 
give you some examples. 

Welfare reform legislation. This is the nation 
leading the world in terms of number of people in 
poverty. There are some nine million children in 
this country in poverty. Welfare reform eliminates 
the safety net for those children. Now let me tell you 
about some real people. Native Americans are the 
poorest people in the country. Four out of 10 of the 
poorest counties in the nation are on Indian reser- 
vations. This is the same as White Earth. My 
daughter's third grade class, with few excep- 
tions, is below the poverty level. The only 
choice those parents have with any hope — with 
45 percent unemployment — is to work at the 
casino at about six bucks an hour. With two 
parents working and paying child care expenses 
makes them ostensibly the working poor. Not 
much different than being in poverty. So my 
friends, a family of seven who live in a two- 
bedroom trailer down the road from me — a 
fifteen-year-old trailer — on Aid to Families with 
Dependent Children have few options under 
the new welfare reform plan. I will not stand by 
mute as the safety net is taken away from those 
children and that third grade class. 
Environmental policy. This is a long list. 
WTI Incinerator is a hazardous incinerator in 
East Liverpool, Ohio, located less than 1,000 
feet from a school. It was visited by A1 Gore in 
1992 where he pledged if elected, it would not 
open. It did. 

Endangered species. Bill Clinton said in 1992 
that he would not allow a weakening of the Endan- 
gered Species Act, yet he signed an appropriations 
bill in 1994 that prohibits any funds to be used to 
uplist or list any species under the ESA. This put a 
freeze on any action on over 1,000 species that are 
waiting to be listed under the act. 

Our forests. The salvage rider. Clinton vetoed the 
first version of this, then signed it the second time 
when it was attached to an appropriations bill for 
the Oklahoma City bombing victims, later claiming 
that he never thought the timber industry could use 
it to get around the laws. Salvage available for future 
harvest in the northern Rockies alone is equivalent 
to 237,000 logging trucks full of trees. Nationally, 
900,000 logging trucks full of trees. Allowable cuts 
are now acceptable under headings like "winter 
injury," "poor vigor," "old age," and "to realize 
forest productivity" — broad and subjective 
terminology. 

continued on page 7 




A Voice Crying Out from 
the Rocking Chair 

Dear SFB, 

Apparently, me and my cronies have 
gotten old and in the way. But if you can 
believe this, way back when (you were 
probably in middle school), we were all 
sorts of young and radical. In those days 
there used to be this “Old Guard" in Earth 
First! — big, scary white men in cowboy 
hats who ate hamburgers by the truckload 
and got teary-eyed about the American 
flag. They used to call us hippies and 
leftists, and wouldn't go camping unless 
they could bring a portapotty along. Well 
we got rid of them, all right. Now they're 
all retired and tell the same old stories 
over and over about how they were bucka- 
roos and how important conservation bi- 
ology is. 

But now 1 guess we better get them to 
shove over so we can sit next to 'em by the 
stove, cause the young folks want to take 
charge, and you can't teach an old dog 
new tricks. I know this because I read in 
the Earth First! Journal ("Diversity Rules," 


Lugnuts, 1996) that having your hair in 
dreadlocks, getting every nubbin on your 
body pierced, and wearing a ski mask can 
stop timber sales, but I can't understand 
how. 

There are whole affinity groups of Earth 
Firstlers who don't know this yet — some 
have short hair and some don't even wear 
black clothes (1 even saw one fella still 
wearing a cowboy hat)! A lot of us "Middle 
Guard" have always figured that wearing 
masks at civil disobedience actions and 
calling yourself Snapdragon or something 
was silly. Masks are hot. And I always use 
the name my mom and dad gave me; that 
way I don't have to think too hard about 
what's the right name for me. I've tried 
different names before but people kept 
confusing me with my dog. 

I don’t care if the Freddies know who I 
am. I've ripped up the road at Warner 
Creek and at Cove/Mallard, too. I've pulled 
up a few survey stakes in my time, been 
locked down and violated closure orders 


left and right. And my name is Robby 
Freres. It doesn't matter what the authori- 
ties think. But then maybe folks who are 
worried about hurting their future career 
options might not want to be identified. 
You'd never pass that background check 
with the corporation. If I had a trust fund 
I wouldn't want to jeopardize it by my 
folks finding out what I was doing either. 

I learned about another new tactic when 
I went down to Warner Creek the other 
day when the blockade was busted. I talked 
to this Freddy who told me of the serious 
and nasty stink of one protester he had to 
deal with. He was kind of embarrassed to 
tell me about it, too. I never thought there 
was anything radical about being un- 
washed — just disgusting. 1 always figured 
that smelling to high heaven meant you 
were filthy, and that's not good for you. 
Salmon creek is just down the hill from 
the blockade at Warner and people drove 

continued on page 32 
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Cascadia Contagion Runs Rampant 


by Beer Nut 

Fallers coming up to the Horse Byars timber sale 
on August 6 were perplexed to find logs, rocks and 
other debris blocking US Forest Service Road 701. 
Unable to fathom how the stuff seemed to have 
fallen at such a perfect angle to the road, they 
shrugged their shoulders and hefted it off to the 
side. Further up the road they found odd sculp- 
tures — rocks arranged in geometric patterns, strange 
pagan symbols, sticks propped up by rocks pointing 
straight at their hearts.... Perplexed but undaunted 
they continued up the road, until they 
found rocks (arranged directly beneath a 
concealed Watchdog position), spelling 
out three letters: CFD 

"Oh shit," one yelled, "there could be 
hundreds of 'em!" 

Forest Service Law Enforcement, 

Freddies, found 11 Cascadia Forest De- 
fender "Nuts" and their piece de resis- 
tance — a 1967 FordThunderbird, sans tires 
and passenger seat, embellished with a 
small hole in the floorboard, directly over 
a very large chunk of cement and rebar 
buried in the road. They also found ban- 
ners, colorful art on the doors, a two- 
thousand pound barrel, and of course, 

Cashew, Acorn, X-nut and Lugnut Casca- 
dia (cousins by marriage) locked down. 

Deeply disturbed by the political over- 
tones of our art, and beset by their own 
deep-seated postmodern angst, the 
Freddies immediately set to work on a 
more deconstructionist/minimalist inter- 
pretation, bringing along front loaders, 
bulldozers, dogs and even the local sheriff's depart- 
ment, providing a distinctly gothic atmosphere. 
Everyone who wasn't locked down, including the 
video support, was driven off by some unusually 
aggressive behavior on the part of the Freddie Olym- 
pic Sprinting Team. A federal closure order, which 
was neither posted nor delivered until late in the 
evening, kept the media and any other interested 
observers far away from the area. 

Without the protection of friends or cameras, 
activists locked down to the barrel and Batmobile 
were threatened with felonies, had suncover, food 
and water taken from them, and were subjected to 
a variety of physical and emotional abuse, includ- 
ing pain compliance holds (torture). Cashew Casca- 
dia, clipped into the Dragon underneath the 
Batmobile was literally hog-tied by his three free 
limbs and forced into a fetal position in such a way 
that all the weight of his body came down on his 
shoulder and wrist, buried in concrete. He and the 
others held out until the circulation in Cashew's 
swollen arm had been almost completely cut off; he 


then unlocked around 6 pm. Freddie rounded out 
his evening by harassing the activists who had not 
been arrested. One activist was illegally detained, 
questioned and threatened with arrest for "stealing 
evidence" from the protest site — despite the fact 
that other law enforcement officers had observed 
him standing at the entrance to the road closure; 
outside the closure, all day. 

Horse Byars, comprising over 5.7 million board 
feet (mmbf), is one of a half-dozen or more timber 
sales in the Detroit Ranger District of the Williamette 
National Forest, east of Salem, Oregon. The sale is 


surrounded by clearcuts from the 50's, 60's, and 70's 
that, because of long winters, extremely thin soils 
and steep slopes, have never been successfully re- 
planted. The Detroit District is well-known for its 
miles of washouts, road failures, landslides and 
moonscape reforestation projects. 

Horse Byars and the other sales in the area, 
including Red 90, French Marten and Sphynx, are 
drawing widespread criticism for their impact on 
the North Santiam watershed from which Salem, 
the capital of Oregon, gets its water. Last winter's 
heavy flooding forced Salem officials to shut down 
the water system because of silt and sedimenta- 
tion pollution directly attributable to logging 
operations upstream. Local residents were forced 
to drink imported bottled water in a state that 
prides itself (and sells itself to water-hogging com- 
puter chip plants) as the capital of pure and 
abundant water. 

The Forest Service has ignored resolutions passed 
by the Salem City Council condemning commercial 
logging in the headwaters of the Santiam for its 


adverse effects on drinking water, as well as the 
possible ramifications on the computer, fishing and 
tourist industries. The USFS has just recently an- 
nounced that it will go ahead with the Sphynx 
timber sale despite the Council's 5-to-4 decision to 
oppose this sale. The 1 4 million board feet of Sphynx, 
one of the largest Option 9 sales ever, will be 
auctioned next month. The French Marten sale calls 
for cutting 3 mmbf of ancient forest, despite unani- 
mous opposition from both the city's public works 
staff and the City Council. Salem Mayor Roger 
Gertenrich has publicly declared that if "they choose 
to cut that [French Marten], they are 
saying that they don't care about the city 
of Salem." 

Horse Byars has graphically demon- 
strated the three elements of the Forest 
Service's response to civil disobedience: 
closures to keep media witnesses away 
from lockdowns, harassment of activists 
engaged in legal activity, and physical 
and mental torture of activists engaged 
in non-violent direct action. The use of 
closures to break-up lockdowns was noted 
by Willamette National Forest Spokes- 
woman Leslie Habetler in the Salem States- 
men Journal who acknowledged that 
"There's no gain for us in allowing the 
media in or the public in." It's become 
1 increasingly clear that the effectiveness 
J- of lockdowns is severely diminished by 
a the lack of reliable witnesses to prevent 
I the routine of police of Mississippi, circa 
1964, from being repeated. Witnessing 
abuse has been an important radicalizing 
force for mainstream weekend warriors. 

Cascadia Forest Defenders and Southern 
Willamette Earth Firstlers were arrested alongside 
WALlers . . (Witness Against Lawless Logging) for 
blocking the road into Horse Byars on August 10, 
just inside the closure area. Two of the nine 
arrested on criminal trespass charges refused to 
give their names and went on a hunger strike to 
protest lawless logging for the three days they 
spent in the Marion County Correctional Facility. 
Two of the arrestees were put into spine-threaten- 
ing compliance hold by Freddies who had warned 
us days before that, "If we ever catch you in the 
closure, you'll be sorry." After the action other 
protesters hung out at the Cascadia Forest Defend- 
ers base camp up the road — some took a few practice 
swings with a pick. 

Red 90 is cut and gone, a lot of Horse Byars is lying 
on the ground, and the trees at Sphynx will not be 
vertical for much longer. Fred's Gestapo tactics have 
pissed a lot of people off, and it's time for our new 
friends (and the old crew, too) to put some serious 
dents in those roads. 



The artists and their piece de resistance 


Wolves.. 


• A wild and howling wolf to Greenpeace for launching a campaign to ban 
factory trawlers (see article). Armed with supporting data, a clear and worthy 
focus, and feisty direct-actionists, they have taken the lead on a damned 
timely issue. Awawawoooooo! 

• A majestic lone wolf to Janine Africa, MOVE 
prisoner, for orchestrating and implementing an ag- 
gressive recycling program in the Cambridge 
Springs, Pennsylvania, hoosgow. It’s inspiring 
to know her activism is irrepressible even in the 
face of unjust captivity. 

• A gnarly and snarling wolf to beloved, or at 
least beknownst, balladeer Willie Nelson. Coun- 
try music's grisliest crooner threatened to sue the 
Forest Service this summer over two timber sales 
named "Willy" and "Nelson." A letter from 
Nelson’s lawyer complained that the Freddies 
"[were] using Nelson's first and last names to iden- 
tify... a pair of timber sales that are desecrating invaluable 
cultural and burial sites and destroying pristine old-growth 
forests." The letter went so far as to demand Nelson receive a written apology 
for "having embarrassed him and tarnished his name by engaging in such 
thoughtless and reckless conduct." Rock on, Willie. 



& Poodles 


• An annoying, yapping little poodle to John McCarthy and the Idaho 
Conservation League for being, once again, suckered by the Boise Freddies into 
believing the Deadwood Timber Sale is a good thing. Idaho's largest conserva- 
tion group is now endorsing Idaho's nastiest salvage sale. Yip yip. 

• A mangy, ankle-biting poodle to PETA for expending resources to petition 
the town of Fishkill, Newjersey, to change its name. Turns out 
the "kill", in "Fishkill" is Dutch for stream, and that numerous 

towns, villages and streams throughout the area bear names 
ending in "kill." C'mon folks, pump that energy into your 
campaign against commercial fishing, why don’t ya? 

• A very rabid and nasty poodle to the British 
Columbia Wildlife Federation (an industry cult, 
though its name insinuates agency status) for its 
slanderous attack on bear advocacy organizations in 
Canada's western-most province. While a main- 
stream conservation group is peddling a citizens' 
initiative to ban trophy hunting of bears, the 
Federation has retaliated with a $500,000 assault 
on such radical groups as Bear Watch and the Grizzly 
Project. Besides theoh-so-five-minutes-ago accusation of terror- 
ism, they claim these groups "are not interested in the conservation 
of bears or cougars or whatever." Pulease. 
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by The Scruberators 

Under an almost-full moon during 
the early morning hours of July 29, a 
group of southern California activists 
descended into Upper Chiquita Can- 
yon in Orange County and followed 
the proposed path of the Foothill Toll 
Road extension. After removing over 
two miles of rope and more than 100 
metal stakes, the activists emerged 
from the canyon and disappeared over 
the surrounding hillsides. Freeway 
construction workers, returning from 
a relaxing weekend, arrived just a few 
hours later and could almost swear 
that something was missing... 

Tollroad History 

Orange County, the nation's bas- 
tion of fascist righties and their stuc- 
coed Mediterranean-style tract homes, 
was a rather pleasant place to live in 
the 1970s. However, in anticipation 
of tremendous population growth, 
three tollroads were secretly planned 
to accommodate increased traffic from 
new developments in the Orange 
County foothills. Yet, much to our 
develo-ticians' dismay, citizens voted 
against using tax dollars to finance 
construction of these roads. Well, a 
bunch of citizens aren't going to tell 
government officials what not to do, 
so in 1 986 the California State Legisla- 
ture formed the Transportation Corri- 
dor Agencies (TCA) to design and con- 
struct the three roads with "private" 
funds. The county Board of 
Schmoozervisors wanted these roads 
as much as their campaign-backing 
developers did — without roads, you 
can't destroy Orange County's last 
remaining wildlands with multi-thou- 
sand-home monuments to rich devel- 
opers, right? 

San Joaquin Hills 

Toll Road Update 

After 16 months of lawsuits, bull- 
dozer lockdowns, and demonstrations 
sometimes attended by over 1 ,000 pro- 
testers, a judge in 1995 allowed con- 
struction of the San Joaquin Hills Toll 
Road (SJHTR) through pristine coastal 
canyons and an ecological preserve. 


Before this year's opening of a seven- 
mile segment of the SJHTR, the TCA 
sponsored a "Cruise the Corridor" 
celebration, complete with a 5K run, 
bike ride, food and the words "LAND 
RAPE" written in large letters with 
powdered chalk on a nearby hillside. 
A handful of protesters also arrived to 
contribute to the festive atmosphere. 
Activists and tollroad enthusiasts alike 
will party once again as the remain- 
ing eight miles of the SJHTR open in 
December. 

The Foothill Toll Road 

When completed next century, the 
Foothill Toll Road (FTR) will travel 
through thirty miles of foothills adja- 
cent to the Cleveland National Forest, 
from Irvine to San Diego County. The 
first three-mile segment of the FTR 
opened in 1993, and months later, 
construction began on a four-mile ex- 
tension. A crane sit and crane occupa- 
tion could not stop the relentless 
construction of this road through 
O'Neill Regional Park and the Arroyo 
Trabuco riparian wilderness area. This 
second segment opened last year. 

For the past year, the TCA has been 
planning its third extension of this 
road, a three-mile segment that would 
bisect Upper Chiquita Canyon and 
impact one of the county's largest 
populations of California gnatcatch- 
ers. This threatened songbird depends 
upon southern California's coastal sage 
scrub, a plant community that is home 
to over 100 endangered species and is 
considered to be one of the most im- 
periled habitats in the US. Two months 
ago, the TCA and a developer agreed 
to preserve 1,200 acres of scrub that 
was zoned for housing and a golf 
course. Sounds great, but this land 
wouldn't have been developed any- 
way without the tollroad being built to 
service it. Furthermore, the TCA will 
officially kill up to 35 pairs of gnat- 
catchers in the canyon and remove 
habitat of countless others while bi- 
secting this new "wildlife preserve" 
with its own freeway. Welcome to 
Orange County's version of habitat 
protection! 

Bulldozers were scheduled to enter 


Chiquita Canyon in August. Activists 
investigating the area in July quickly 
discovered evidence of survey crews — 
the entire route of the proposed ex- 
tension had been freshly marked with 
heavy-duty yellow rope suspended 
from large iron stakes every 50 feet. It 
was agreed that this rope did nothing 
to enhance the natural beauty of the 
canyon and must be removed. 

Rope Removal Creates Jobs! 

The activists began from a hillside 
overlooking Chiquita Canyon, and 
after descending through dense coastal 
sage scrub, emerged at the future in- 
tersection of the FTR and the existing 


Oso Parkway. Under the constant bar- 
rage of glancing headlights and rum- 
bling engines, the group worked its 
way northward, pulling stakes out of 
the ground and gathering the rope 
strung between. As they penetrated 
deeper into the serene canyon, the 
occasional passing vehicles were re- 
duced to mere whispers and were even- 
tually replaced by the reassuring howl 
of observing coyotes. 

The activists halted their 
deconstruction on a hilltop overlook- 
ing the Rancho Santa Margarita com- 
munity. They were not completely 
satisfied, however, until cement-in-a- 


tube was squeezed into several locks 
on access road gates leading into the 
construction zone. The moon turned 
orange as it tucked itself behind a 
hillside as the group returned to the 
city. Over 100 stakes had been re- 
moved and about 2.5 miles of rope 
was gathered along the proposed path 
of the tollway. 

Next? 

The local media were not impressed 
by our valiant efforts and made no 
mention of our action that was docu- 
mented in press releases later that 
week. The TCA, trying not to let a 
bunch of wackos delay its project, 


began scraping only the coastal sage 
scrub from the canyon during the 
following week. One such bulldozer 
ignited a 100-acre brush fire, the sec- 
ond such fire "accidentally" started by 
tollway contractors in less than one 
year: Salvage arson with a southern 
California scrub twist! 

Most people have acknowledged that 
the toll roads are a done deal in Orange 
County, but this does not mean that 
we can't have a little nighttime fun! 
The TCA should be in no hurry to lay 
off their security guards. Contact Or- 
ange County EF! for upcoming actions 
at POB 4960-593, Irvine, CA 92616. 



fust a reminder that construction trash should he collected and disposed of properly. 


Radical Enviros in the South Targeted by FBI 


by Katuah EF!, Tennessee Valley Faction 

Since early June, 1996, radical environmentalists and their supporters in the 
southeast have been harassed by agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 
The G-men claim they just want to talk with one individual. They called this 
individual's house in Asheville, North Carolina, then went to his place of work 
and questioned his employer. Then they went to his house to find him. This 
particular person just happens to have put his name on a Post Office box rented 
in 1 994 to receive submissions for Live Wild Or Die # 6 (aka Grow Food Or Die!). Our 
hero was advised not to talk to the Feds without a lawyer. Since he had life plans 
and wasn't about to let the Gestapo interrupt them, he moved on. 

In the middle of July, Special Agent Gary Kidder arrived on the doorstep of one 
of the infamous Katuah EF! flop houses in Chattanooga, Tennessee (sarcasti- 
cally referred to as the World Revolutionary Headquarters and avoided by 
people who are anal retentive about cleanliness). While your humble author 
was not home, an inexperienced part-time activist/housemate and visiting 
experienced activists were. They were in the middle of an intense conversation 
about safety when the villain showed up to inquire about our hero. Unfortu- 
nately, SA Kidder began asking questions and engaging in dialogue designed to 
draw information from our less experienced, slightly naive and highly excitable 
housemate. He didn't know who or where our hero was, but held an informative 
conversation with the agent that could potentially be used to the Feds' 
advantage. Agent Kidder got my name through the questioning and began to 
call the house, lookin' to talk. He even came back the next day. 

On the evening of the second visit, I called his voice mail, identified myself 


and said (truthfully), "I have no idea where so-and-so is and I have nothing 
more to say to you. If you want to carry this further we can make an 
appointment at my attorney's office. Thank you and have a nice day." SA Kidder 
has not come by or called since. 

In late August, we heard that agents with the Gestapo's Atlanta office were 
intimidating our hero's parents with questions about harboring a fugitive. 
Well, of course our hero is not a fugitive, and it is quite obvious that this is 
harassment and intimidation straight from the COINTELPRO handbook. As 
this article is being written, our hero is seeking legal advice on how to resolve 
the matter. 

During the various exchanges with the secret police, we learned that they 
want to question our hero about LWOD. They say they are interested in 
"something he may not even know he has" (to quote Kidder). I think that they 
think smilin' Ted or FC or whoever the Unabummer is sent stuff to LWOD. 
(Thank you, Barry Clausen, you schmuck.) Please note that our wayward 
housemate has been lectured, harangued — need I say educated to the perils of 
runnin' one's mouth to the secret police/FBI. He has been encouraged to read 
If an Agent Knocks, twice! The EF! Journal has a few left so we'd like to encourage 
y'all to read it as well. 

Please remember the Arizona Five and Redwood Summer. Learn from those 
individuals and their experiences. Remember, the Olympics are over, and the 
Feds are bored. EF! is kickin' butt and raisin' hell all over the country and Judi 
Bari's lawsuit against the FBI has been successful so far, so we all should expect 
more of this kind of harassment in the future. 

Keep up the good work, stay strong and, remember, the FBI is not your friend! 
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Native Sun Dance Defended 


by EF! Witnesses for Justice 

Anpo is the Lakota word for day- 
break and the name given to the Na- 
tive American encampment located 
in the Tygh band's traditional home- 
lands, also known as the Mount Hood 
National Forest in Oregon. Native 
people gather here for intertribal cer- 
emonies, including the Sacred Sun 
Dance Ceremony, in order to preserve 
their culture. Anpo also provides the 
ground for a Native Youth Camp. Here, 
native youth gather to live and learn 
the traditional ways of their people. 

After being systematically killed, the 
Tygh people were forced by the US 
government to sign over their 10 mil- 
lion-acre ancestral homelands with a 
ceded land transfer agreement in the 
1850s. The agreement guaranteed the 
people the right to practice their reli- 
gious and cultural ceremonies in des- 
ignated areas. Anpo is one of these 
areas. In 1973, after Wounded Knee, 
the traditional elders of the Tygh band 
allowed the creation of Anpo through 
the guidance of Frank Fools Crow, 
Honorary Chief and Medicine Man of 


the Lakota people, and his adopted 
son, Devere Eastman. The Tygh band 
elders gave their permission and 
prayers for ceremonies to be held at 
Anpo. This land is now not only sa- 
cred to the Tygh band, but to hun- 
dreds of other Natives who have gath- 
ered here for ceremonies and to take 
part in the traditional way. 

•n 1982, a lease/permit had to be 
acquired from the Mt. Hood Forest 
Service in order for Anpo to "legally" 
exist. Since then, the Forest Service 
has callously disrupted the ceremo- 
nies at Anpo and continually harassed 
the Native people with ever-changing 
restrictions, demands and limitations 
set forth by this lease. Although the 
land is the Tygh's traditional ceded 
land, the people of Anpo have dealt 
with this conflict by meeting the re- 
quirements of the lease, to no avail. 
The exploitation and manipulation of 
the people and the land is being per- 
petuated with plans to extract "ar- 
cheological findings" and log on site 
and throughout the entire area. 

Already, the US government has con- 
ducted 12 archeological digs through- 


out the camp and Sun Dance grounds 
for "archeological findings" and they 
have helped log two units on the site. 
The government has been unwilling 
to release the information discovered 
by the archeological digs, so Anpo 
filed for this documentation through 
the Freedom of Information Act 
(FOIA). After the FOIA request, the 
Forest Service revoked the lease at Anpo 
(allegedly because a truck and a fire 
tool bus were left on the land over 
winter). Friends and family of Anpo 
sent letters and made phone calls to 
the government for the reinstatement 
of the lease. Fortunately, the lease was 
reinstated. 

Soon after this incident, the people 
of Anpo discovered that the Forest 
Service had sold the timber rights for 
the forest of Anpo to Thomas Creek 
Lumber Company (the same company 
awarded and then unawarded the 
Warner Creek Salvage Sale). In the fall 
of 1995, the Forest Service went into 
the Sacred Ceremonial Grounds, 
marked all of the trees to be cut in the 
two Hazel timber sales, and allowed 
logging to begin in one of the sale 
units. Mountainous piles of slash were 
bulldozed out of the units and dumped 
directly against and along the main 
access road through Anpo in what was 
nothing more than an act of sheer 
hatred for the people and the land. 
Besides being an extreme fire hazard, 
these piles remain today as broken, 
dry and brutal reminders that Anpo 
truly is under siege. 

In the spring of '96, the people of 
Anpo went to the Earth First! Peace 
Camp at Enola Hill. This camp was 
established to stop the logging of the 
sacred forest of Enola Hill which Na- 
tive people have used as a vision quest 
sight. The people of Anpo invited Earth 
First! to help in the peaceful defense of 
the Sacred Ceremonial Grounds of 
Anpo from further desecration by the 
US government. In response to the 


people's appeal, Earth Firstlers have 
come to Anpo to be "Witnesses for 
Justice." Anyone wanting to help is 
required to have complete recogni- 
tion of nonviolent principles and re- 
spect for Anpo's sacred ceremonies 
and traditions. 

Since last spring, Earth Firstlers and 
the Native people of Anpo have been 
working together to protect the Sa- 
cred Sun Dance Grounds and the Na- 
tive American cultural encampment 
of Anpo. The logging and archeologi- 
cal digging has not progressed because 
of the peaceful resistance of native 
people's groups and Earth First! As 
well, it has created an amazing coali- 
tion between activists and Native 
people working to defend this Earth 
from the outright destruction brought 
forth by greed and ignorance. 

Logging was scheduled to begin at 
Anpo on August 15, yet there was a 
statewide ban on logging due to ex- 
treme fire hazard. This ban has been 
lifted and logging can begin any day 
now! This Sacred Site is not being cut 
for big profit. The Hazel timber sale 
only cost Thomas Creek $42,000! 
Clearly, this logging plan is nothing 
more than an outright attack on the 
spirituality of the Native people and 
an expansion of colonial tyranny and 
conquest. It is an attempt by the US 
government to destroy the powerful 
culture of the Native people. Any fur- 
ther desecration of the sacred grounds 
and sacred ceremonies must be 
stopped! For 500 years, colonists full 
of greed and ignorance have brought 
war, death and lies to the Native people 
in order to steal their land for profit. 
Now, the US government and corpo- 
rations are conducting a direct attack 
on Native American spirituality here 
at Anpo. This genocide must end! 

For more information please con- 
tact First Nations Survival Support Net- 
work, POB 42608, Portland, OR 97242; 
(503) 635-0460. 



Mining Threatens Western Shoshone Hot Spring 


The Dann family of the Western Shoshone Na- 
tion, the Western Shoshone Defense Project, and 
the Western Shoshone National Council(WSNC) 
are asking for your immediate assistance in protect- 
ing a site of cultural/spiritual significance. 

Oro Nevada Mining Company has filed a Notice 
of Intent with the Bureau of Land Management(BLM) 
to conduct exploratory drilling for gold directly on 
top of a hot spring located approximately one mile 
south of the Dann ranch in Crescent Valley, Ne- 
vada. The drilling was scheduled to start in early 
September and could extend through December. 
The Danns and the WSNC have informed the BLM 
and the mining company that the hot spring and 
the surrounding area is extremely important spiri- 
tually and culturally and requested that it not be 
disturbed by mining activity. In response to this 
request, Oro Nevada has repeatedly misled Western 
Shoshone representatives and moved forward with 
their exploration plans. Past exploratory drilling 
has destroyed other hot springs in the area. The hot 
spring adjacent to the Dann ranch is especially 
vulnerable because of its low flow. The intrusion of 
mining activity onto this sacred area represents an 
attack on freedom of religion, a right guaranteed by 
the United States Constitution. Public pressure must 
be applied to force the BLM and Oro Nevada to 
respect the rights of the Western Shoshone and 
preserve their cultural sites. 

The US Constitution states that treaties, agree- 
ments between sovereign nations, are the supreme 
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law of the land. The 1863 Treaty of Ruby Valley 
between the US and the Western Shoshone Nation 
remains in effect, affirming the sovereign status of 
the Western Shoshone and recognizing the bound- 
aries of their territory. The destruction of cultural 
sites and water sources was clearly not intended to 
be permitted through the Treaty of Ruby Valley. Oro 
Nevada's activities fall within the boundaries of the 
Western Shoshone Nation and violate the intent of 
the Treaty and the US Constitution. 

Oro Nevada Mining Com- 
pany first appeared in the Cres- 
cent Valley area in early spring 
1996, staking claims on most 
of the so called public lands 
surrounding the Dann ranch. 

In July 1996 Oro Nevada pur- 
chased the neighboring Dean 
Ranch, 48,276 acres of private 
land spread across Dann's tra- 
ditional use area. In total, Oro 
Nevada controls over 94,000 
acres of land in the Crescent 
Valley area. The company is 
completely owned by Oro Ne- 
vada Resources Inc. of 
Toronto, Ontario Canada and 
is selling stock through the 
MVP Capitol Corporation, 
also of Toronto. They were 
able to raise 40 million dollars 


almost overnight to fund the purchase of the Dean 
Ranch and their exploration activities in Crescent 
Valley. One of the founding directors is a wealthy 
geologist named Ian Parks who has connections with 
mining ventures around the world. 

The Danns live in one of the few areas surround- 
ing the world famous "Carlin Trend" ore body that 
has not been extensively explored or impacted by 
gold mining ventures. These activities by Oro Ne- 
vada represent the final invasion of trans-national 
gold mining ventures on the 
traditional lands of the Dann 
family. The potential of these 
activities to destroy the hot 
spring and other cultural sites 
represents not only an attack 
on the Dann family but on 
the cultural integrity of the 
Western Shoshone Nation. 
The destruction of sacred 
sites is an attempt at the de- 
struction of the spirit. These 
acts constitute genocide 
against the Western 
Shoshone Nation. 

For more information, con- 
tact the Western Shoshone 
Defense Project, POB 21 1106, 
Crescent Valley, NV 89821; 
phone (702) 468-0230; fax 
(702) 468-0237. 



Chippewa Blockade Acid Minin g 


For 28 days, beginning on July 22, Anishinabe 
Ogitchida, a group of Chippewa activists, stopped 
sulfuric acid tankers from crossing the Bad River 
Chippewa Reservation in northern Wisconsin, to 
the Copper Range Mine in Michigan's Upper Penin- 
sula. The blockade ended when the tribal govern- 
ment agreed to legally stop the shipments until 
safety issues were resolved with the carrier, Wiscon- 
sin Central Railroad. 

The Chippewa are concerned about unsafe trans- 
port of large quantities of sulfuric acid through local 
communities and across some of the most pristine 
wetlands and forests in northern Wisconsin. But 
they are more concerned about 
the threat to the environment 
posed by the mine itself and its 
use of sulfuric acid. 

Copper Range, only five miles 
from Lake Superior, is one of the 
worst toxic polluters in the coun- 
try. In July, the mine started a 
pilot project involving the in- 
jection of sulfuric acid solution 
into the rock to remove small 
amounts of copper. A total of 50 
million gallons of solution 
would be injected over the next 
three years to determine if the 
process is economically feasible. 

In the final project, 550 million 
gallons would be injected over 
20 years. 

Sulfuric acid leakage from 
Copper Range is a very real 
threat to Lake Superior and the 
nearby Mineral River. In addi- 
tion to wreaking havoc on local 
ecosystems, groundwater con- 
tamination would disrupt the 
tribe's ability to exercise their 


hunting and fishing rights on ceded territory. 

In addition, tunneling operations in the mine 
have broken into a brine aquifer — containing water 
five times as salty as ocean water — and the mine is 
expected to completely fill with brine in 30 to 50 
years. 1NMET, the Canadian company which owns 
Copper Range, has given assurances that it will set 
up a trust fund to pump out and treat the sulfuric 
acid-tainted brine "in perpetuity." That's a long 
time, and judging by other companies' records of 
reclamation of solution mines, INMET may not 
make good on this promise. 

The Bad River protests have resulted in a commits 


ment from the EPA to study the issue of transport of 
large amounts of sulfuric acid on tracks that haven't 
been used for years. The EPA will also look at the 
threat of sulfuric acid leakage into the Mineral River 
and Lake Superior. 

But the EPA refuses to do any studies of the 
pilot project, and hasn't committed to requiring 
an Environmental Impact Statement(EIS) for the 
mine itself. 

The halting of the acid shipments may be only 
temporary. Only a few miles of track are temporarily 
safe; the acid travels through Wisconsin to Michi- 
gan from as far away as Arizona. INMET's acid 
stockpile will eventually run out 
and they will truck the acid if 
the rail line is still unusable (an 
even more dangerous prospect). 

What You Can Do: Demand 
that the EPA halt this danger- 
ous and irresponsible project. 
The first step is to require an 
EIS on all phases of the mining 
operation, including the pilot 
project. Con tact Valdas 
Adamkus, Regional Adminis- 
trator, USEPA Region V, 77 W. 
Jackson Blvd., Chicago, IL 
60604, phone (312) 886-3000, 
fax (312) 353-1120, email: 
adamkus.valdas@epamail.epa.gov; 
or EPA Water Chief Jody Traub, 
same address, phone (3 12) 886- 
0126, fax (312) 353-2147. 

For more information, con- 
tact Walt Bresette, Rt 1, Box 
117, Bayfield, WI 54814, fax 
(715) 779-3465, email: 

bresette@win.bright.net or 
Midwest Treaty Network, 
email: mtn@igc.apc.org 



Winona La Duke 


continued from page 3 

What is my experience in this? I 
come from a forest culture. Our cre- 
ation stories are about those forests, 
our ancestors are buried there, our 
food, our medicinal plants, our rela- 
tives live in those forests. We call 
them forests, but they are viewed by 
Potlatch, Blandin and Champion as 
board feet of timber. 

Now let me ask you a question. How 
is it that when the people of the White 
Earth reservation ask the federal gov- 
ernment for the return of the Tamarac 
National Wildlife Refuge or to man- 
age the Refuge — lands taken illegally 
from our people — we are refused or 
put off? Yet these same lands are basi- 
cally given to Potlatch and Cham- 
pion. Why is it that the state and other 
officials refer to last year's wind sear 
on my reservation that took down 
over 200,000 acres of trees as a natural 
disaster? Yet Potlatch expands present 
mills and they will be cutting a square 
mile of Minnesota's northwoods 
daily — the equivalent of an eight-foot 
pile of logs piled across both the north 
and south bound lanes of 35W from 
Minneapolis to Duluth — and that is 
referred to as economic growth. 

Who's going to be there when all 
those trees are gone? Who will be 
there when there are no forests except 
for a monoculture poppel and tree 
farms? You can't eat money. 

How about Indian policy? 

Lots of promises and no action. Two 
free lunches, some Kodak moments 


and immense budget cuts. Indian 
policy has come far in America, there's 
no question. Until almost the end of 
the 19th century, Indians were dealt 
with by the Department of War. Since 
then Indian people have been in the 
Department of Interior. We are the 
only humans in the Department of 
Interior treated as a natural resource. 
This is a problem in budget cuts. Liter- 
ally we are fighting with ducks over 
appropriations. Is that changing? Right 
now in the international arena the US 
State Department is opposing the clas- 
sification of indigenous peoples un- 
der international law as peoples. 
Peoples have rights under interna- 
tional law and those rights are not the 
sole and exclusive jurisdiction of mem- 
ber states. We are arguing that we 
have fundamental rights to self-deter- 
mination, to language, land, territory, 
natural resources and our children. 
And the US State Department is op- 
posing our human rights. 

Now a question you may ask me is: 
can a person who lives in the north 
woods of Minnesota have thoughts 
big enough for national policy debate 
or international policy? I would argue 
yes. In fact I would question the in- 
verse. Can men of privilege — who do 
not feel the impact of policies on for- 
ests, children or their ability to 
breastfeed their children — actually 
have the compassion to make public 
policy that is reflective of the interests 
of others? At this point, I think not. 


I have seen my neighbors, small 
farmers in northern Minnesota, go 
under while corporate agriculture sub- 
sidies in the Sunbelt mount. I have 
seen dairy cows with "x's" on their 
foreheads for the dairy termination 
program leave on cattle cars never to 
return, and I have been at too many 
farm auctions to feel that things are 
good on the farm. I know the differ- 
ence between water quality on a small 
dairy farm and that on a 3,000- or 
10,000-acre hog farm. As formerTexas 
Agriculture Secretary Jim Hightower 
says: "Sometimes there's just too many 
pigs in the creek." 

I have looked into the eyes of Tzotzil 
women in Chiapas, Mexico, whose 
eyes are all that show. Women in the 
tropics whose faces are covered with 
ski masks because if the Mexican mili- 
tary or paramilitary see them they will 
be killed if they are known. I've seen 
US military-supplied armored person- 
nel carriers on small dirt roads in 
Chiapas and recognized the absence 
of human rights and dignity that is 
central to NAFTA. And 1 also recognize 
the impact of $250 million in US mili- 
tary aid and trade to a country like 
Mexico — a country with no known 
enemies. American foreign policy is 
reflective of American economic policy 
and at best, both presently and his- 
torically, it makes refugees. That is the 
major reason we have the challenge of 
immigration. I congratulate Paul 
Wellstone on his principled stand on 
NAFTA, Colin Peterson's opposition 
to NAFTA, and ask one more time for 
Senator Rod Gram's office to return 
my calls. 

And while Dan Quayle could not 


spell potato, I can. O-P-1-N-II-G. That's 
Ojibwe for potato. And that language 
is one of 187 endangered indigenous 
languages which do not benefit from 
English-only legislation. 

As a human I understand these is- 
sues and as a woman, I ask why it is 
that 1 should be more concerned about 
the sugar content of breakfast cereal 
than the amount of mercury in my 
son's tissue from eating fish from Min- 
nesota lakes. 

In conclusion, until American do- 
mestic and foreign policy addresses 
quality of life issues for the poorest 
people in the country, we cannot say 
that there is quality of life. Until all of 
us are treated as peoples — with full 
human rights — we cannot tout a hu- 
man rights record. Until policy deci- 
sions are made that do not benefit 
solely the one percent of the popula- 
tion which has more wealth than the 
bottom 90 percent of the population, 
I do not think that we can collec- 
tively say that we are talking about 
real economic and social benefits. 
And finally, until we have an envi- 
ronmental, economic and social 
policy that is based on consideration 
of the impact on the seventh genera- 
tion from now, we will still be living 
in a society that is based on conquest 
not one that is based on survival. I 
consider myself a patriot — not to a 
flag — to a land. And in that spirit I am 
pleased to join with other citizen ac- 
tivists, with Cam Gordon, with Lee 
Ann TallBear, with Ralph Nader and 
the Green Party to make this truly an 
inclusive and substantive dialogue 
on the future of this America. 

Miigwetch, Mi'iw. 
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lack SQUASHED I 


BY GRUMBLESOX 

The following is a personal account of the raid on 
"Jack Squat" — the blockade on the road being built to 
log the Jack Timber Sale near Dixie, Idaho. The Jack sale 
is part of the Forest Service's plan to road and log the 
largest remaining unroaded area in the lower 48 states, 
known as Cove/Mallard. 

It is 4:40 am and all is peaceful at Jack Squat. I am 
the only one awake, pulling the early morning 
security shift under the star-speckled skies of the 
northern Rockies. Over the radio, a voice says, 
"There's a van stopping at 9550." Meanwhile, I see 
four vans whip up the road. Soon the pre-dawn light 
is disturbed by the dark figures of about 40 cops 
yelling, "Police officers: Hold your position!" 

I send a two-word message to security over the 
radio: "They're here." Then, I am surrounded by 
cops: Forest Service Law Enforcement (Freddies), 
Idaho County Sheriffs, state police, Idaho Fish and 
Game and US Marshals "Special Operations" offic- 
ers. Mike Merkely, head Freddie agent, steps to- 
wards me, handing me a closure order. We have 15 
minutes to get our stuff and leave. We slowly gather 
our things, delaying things for an hour or so, until 
they order us to move. 

S The cops then move in on Forrest with a dia- 
mond-bit grinder. Forrest is locked into a 55-gallon 
drum buried in the road. In the distance comes the 
horrid clanking of tank treads and the crunch of our 
barriers being destroyed. The source of this noise 
soon becomes visible to us; a massive excavator 
■ truddles down FS Road 9550 towards us. Soon they 
arrive at the culvert wall. They use a choke chain on 
the excavator arm and easily lift out each of the 
1 culverts we cemented vertically to block the road. 
Meanwhile, the cops are threatening Forrest. Even- 
tually he unlocks. Now, just two tripods and one 
bipod guard 27,000 acres of wild land from the 
Freddies and the road builders. 

The cops move on to Zak’s tripod, ripping the 
chicken wire off the legs and revving up a chain Saw. 
Up on the hill, we are yelling for them not to cut. 
Not much we can do; we're guarded by two mar- 
shals in full camo equipped with AR-1 5 submachine 
guns. The cops ignore us, continuing their foolish 
work. Eventually, Peter Dean (evil Freddie cop) cuts 
two feet off the front leg of the tripod. The cops try 
to ease the pod down, but lose control of it. The 
whole structure falls about ten feet, right on top of 
Zak! Our support team gets more vocal; Zak gets 



Plucking bastards! 


hauled away, for the most part unscathed. 

The cops move next to Rachael's tripod, so she 
scrambles up from her platform into the top. They 
put a Freddie, an expert in pain holds, in a bucket on 
the end of an excavator and raise it towards her. The 
Freddie almost falls out, but manages to at least cut 

Rachael's food and water down. 

* * * 

After that, it was a waiting game. The cops ate 
lunch. We ate lunch. District Ranger Ed Wood 
showed up for an ATV tour of our road work. He 
stopped to kick Rachael's tripod repetitively. An- 
other Freddie moved the secondary support cable 
from the bipod to the other side of the gate, reck- 
lessly endangering Shawn's life. Fortunately, this 
insidious behavior stopped momentarily — when 
the press arrived. 

Once the press left, Merkely and his boys hooked 
the main support cable of the bipod to a come- 
along. To ensure that we couldn't watch what was 
happening to Shawn, they rushed up the hill, scream- 
ing at us to get away. At this point, fearing for 
Shawn's safety and wanting to make sure someone 
besides Rachael saw what the cops were doing, I 
walked down the hill. I was grabbed by a gaggle of 
cops and handcuffed to a lodgepole pine near the 
road. At least I had a better view! 

Fourteen hours after they initiated the raid, they 


brought in a cherry picker and got Shawn and 
Rachael down. The next day we were arraigned in 
federal court in Boise. Four of us face misdemeanor 
charges of "maintaining an improvement," and all 
five face the charge of closure violation. 

Pretty quickly, the improvements made by the 
Salmon-Selway Big Pink Bunnies were gone. The 
excavator ripped right through the tank trap, the pit 
toilet, log cabins and slash piles. Boo, hoo. Interest- 
ingly, it had the most trouble with the slash piles 
composed of smaller stuff yarned together. Seemed 
it couldn't just grab at it. Huh... According to the 
Idaho County Free Press, the 200-yard-long stretch 

of slash took them five and a half hours to clear. 

★ * * 

Too soon, gravel trucks were swarming in to finish 
the road. We were woken at 4 am every morning by 
their Jake brakes. This annoying occurrence goaded 
us into action. Early one particular morning, the 
Jake brakes squealed to halt as two activists, locked 
to the gate, arms encased in steel lock boxes, said 
"Hello." Truck drivers, security guards and lockees 
chatted. No one seemed too upset by the unex- 
pected delay. 

An hour later, our Freddie friend Chuck Wilson 
and his sheriff pal Terry Beeler arrived, armed with 
a generator and saw. BZZ! The sparks flew as they cut 
chunks off the Forest Service gate. (Think the cops 
will be charged with destruction of federal prop- 
erty?) Supporters on the hill inched forward, strain- 
ing to see the action. "Come on down to the road, 
you'll see better," invited Sheriff Beeler. "Give us a 
permit and we'll come down," we replied. 

Our heroes were taken away, one still in the lock 
box. They were charged with "willfully encumber- 
ing the land of another without permission" and 
"obstructing a public officer," both state charges. 

By now, the south spur of the Jack road is done. 
For some unknown reason, the Noble area was not 
touched this season even though its road was 
completed. 

You can reach the Cove Mallard Coalition at PO 
Box 8968, Moscow, ID 83843; (208) 882-9755. For 
up-to-the-minute news, call (801) 379-8925, or if 
you're absolutely, utterly broke, (800) 889-5277. 



Beer and Loafing on the 


by Zap 

A logging truck driver and a secu- 
rity guard stand close together in the 
predawn cold. They have steaming 
plastic mugs of coffee. We don't. 
They have smirks on their faces as 
they offer us some. We do too. 

"Sure would be good to have a 
warm cup of coffee." 

"No, actually caffeine's bad for 
you." 

"Well, how 'bout some hot 
cocoa?" h 

"The sugar is really bad for you. 
Y'all should cut back on that stuff." 

"Well, shit, how 'bout Tang?" 

"Only astronauts drink Tang." 

Another bonding experience has 
begun with locals and environmen- 
tal protesters. 

We are freezing our asses off, liter- 
ally. Eagle can't feel his fingers due to 


the awkward angle of the lock boxes. 
The view of the light spilling into the 
valley is absolutely breathtaking 
through the clearcut. I am locked down 
to the gate, barricading the road, with 
two logging trucks boxing me in. The 
headlights burn my retinas. The fumes 
and engine noise choke my brain as I 
reflect on the last few days that have 
made this hallmark moment possible. 

Only moments before, I had seen the 
core secondary support people and the 
affinity-arrestable group break down 
to the shouted whisper talk of "fuck 
you." "No, fuck YOU." "Fuckin' shut 
the fuck up. " "Hey, can we focus here?" 

Just a case of pre-action jitters? No, 
it was another one of the many times 
the action almost didn't happen. 

What can be done to ensure a better 
run next time? Before I break out the 
crits, I want to make it clear the action 
was successful and we met all our 


goals. What doesn't get said a lot, in a 
movement which wants to portray a 
united front, is that there are a few 
serious flaws in some of the ways we 
relate and organize. 

Let's set the stage for the usual open 
campaign. Volunteers come from a 
mixed background of class, skills and 
experience. The amount of time to be 
donated, or roles to be played, differs 
tremendously. In each campaign, the 
influx and outflow of folks creates a 
constant state of discovery, new ideas, 
approaches; fresh blood pumping the 
revolutionary manifestation, full of life. 
Some groups know each other; lots are 
strangers. It can click into a dynamic 
team, or a scary version of your typical 
neurotic, codependent mess of a dys- 
functional suburban family. In our case, 
it was a volatile combo of both. 

Process, respect and timing were the 
root systems that started to disinte- 


grate. It was Wild Rockies Week, and 
people wanted to party. Interestingly 
enough, Avalon's Litha Journal article 
kept popping up in my head. Every 
time there was a scheduled meeting to 
discuss a possible action, more than 
half the folks were drunk or high. It 
took three days to have a somewhat 
sober meeting. Promises were made 
and broken, trust issues went unad- 
dressed. When the time came to get 
into gear, roles were forgotten, folks 
dropped out or continued sleeping. 

I am up for a good time when it has 
its place, but partying and planning 
are not an effective combination. We 
could have a set time to drink and a set 
time to organize. Then folks could 
choose their priorities. 

A respect for all roles ought to be 
encouraged. We all can do things in 
the movement that we are comfortable 
with. If being arrested or going 
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by The Wood Man 

The Wild Rockies Summer Tour danced into the 
City of Trees on the one-year anniversary of the 
salvage rider, and received a big greeting from the 
Salmon River Coalition (SRC). Downtown Boise, 
Idaho, comes "Alive After Five" every Wednesday 
evening, and on July 24, thousands of unsuspecting 
(and a few suspecting) partiers were treated to more 
than just a live band. They also witnessed the live 
broadcast of a hanging. No, Fate did not finally 
catch up with Larry Craig. Instead they saw activists 
from Missoula, Montana, and Boise and Moscow, 
Idaho, team up to hang a four-story banner off the 
opaque, glassy face of the First Interstate tower. The 
30 by 40 foot protest sign was the product of 
hundreds of hours of toil and revelry by volunteers 
with the SRC, a group formed over the winter as part 
of the Boycott Boise Cascade (BC) campaign. Its 
message got on the evening news live and was then 
the top story on all the late news shows. By sheer 
coincidence, the Idaho Sporting Congress (ISC) 
held a protest and news conference at Boise (Cas- 
cade!) National Forest (BNF) headquarters the next 
morning. It was a vidiotic zoo: Cameras and report- 
ers were everywhere as the ISC showed pictures of 
healthy old-growth being cut as salvage, and pre- 
sented proof from Dr. Arthur Partridge (University 
of Idaho renowned forest pathologist and infamous 
name caller) that the salvage program hatched by 
the Boise NF was, in the good 
doctor's own carefully cho- 
sen words, a "fraud." 

Dr. Partridge, who has 
been studying Idaho's for- 
ests for 36 years, had just 
visited the Deadwood sale 
area in the Boise NF with 
biologist Steve Davis. Dead- 
wood is actually one of the 
healthiest roadless areas left 
in the Boise, with plenty of 
old-growth Ponderosas al- 
ready marked to be cut. 

Originally a green sale, the Forest Service had 
repackaged it as salvage, claiming that it had been 
suddenly attacked by pine beetles. Pictures of 
marked trees from Deadwood had circulated on 
the House floor when Elizabeth Furse’s salvage 
repeal bill was being voted on, and it was subse- 
quently withdrawn as a consequence of Secretary 
Glickman's directives. Dr. Partridge could find no 



evidence of a pine beetle infestation. The BNF was 
caught in a lie. 

The Idaho Sporting Congress filed suit on 
September 4 to stop the Deadwood sale. 

The news conference was on every regional news- 
cast that day, with two in-depth stories on one 
station, and each time the banner video was re- 
peated. After enduring an all-night celebration of 
the banner-hanging, one of the climbers and a 
Salmon River Coalition spokesperson appeared on 
the Sunday morning show "Newsmakers," discuss- 
ing civil disobedience at Cove/Mallard, Warner 
Creek, Headwaters, and yes, even in Boise. The 
climbers' press statement noted that the banner was 
a response to "industry's hostile takeover of our 
public lands," and dedicated the hanging to "free 
Americans everywhere who have begun to take back 
our most threatened forests." Video of the Jack 
Squat blockade at Cove/Mallard was interspliced 
with the banner and news conference/protest foot- 
age, clearly connecting the fraud with peaceful civil 
disobedience in the public's consciousness. As Davis 
said on camera, pointing to a photographic display 
of trees marked for cut under the pretense of sal- 
vage, "These are the money trees." 

During the media frenzy, the Idaho Sporting 
Congress also presented evidence that 90 per- 
cent of the trees currently being "salvaged" in 
roadless areas of French Creek in the Payette 
National Forest are healthy and green. Two of 

ISC's attorneys had 
been arrested in the 
Payette a week earlier 
while documenting 
the salvage fraud with 
video (thanks 
■a. Patagonia!) and pho- 
I tos. All their film was 
confiscated, but the 
■I Cove/Mallard folks 
| got even better pic- 
tures in time for the 
shark feed. This 
prompted the Forest 
Service to issue a hurried press release that the 
trees being cut in French Creek were actually 
"DEAD GREEN TREES!" (They've already been 
killed by bugs, see, but the chlorophyll hasn't 
drained out yet!) Incredulous, Dr. Partridge paid 
a visit to French Creek, and this time went on 
camera himself to expose the latest fictions be- 
ing perpetrated by the FS. Once again, the story 

was carried by all the 
news stations. After 
years of attempting to 
expose the fraudulent 
underpinnings of the 
salvage program, the 
media is finally get- 
ting the message. No- 
body is interested in 
burned trees. At least, 



Boise's biggest banner! 


not in Idaho, home of the salvage model. 

Finally, Boise Cascade went on TV to explain that 
those green trees they're cutting need to be removed 
to prevent another catastrophic fire. When the SRC 
first protested the Salmon River sales on BC's door- 
step last Earth Day, Boise Cascade dismissed them as 
"extremists who are opposed to the cutting of burned, 
dead trees." Then when it was shown that mostly 
green trees were being cut, Forest Service 
spokesliars said they were actually "dead green 
trees." After Dr. Partridge exposed this lie, BC 
claimed they're just trying to prevent another big 
fire. Of course, what he failed to note is that none of 
these sales would have gone forward as green sales, 
since they violate the forest plans, and according to 
the National Marine Fisheries Service, are "likely to 
jeopardize the continued existence of" salmon in 
the Salmon River. It was for this reason that the FS 
had promised only to cut "dead and imminently 
dead" trees. Of course, to the Forest Service and 
Boise Cascade, an "imminently dead" tree is one 
that has been marked for cut. 

While the fraud has finally been exposed, it should 
be noted that the banner almost never got off the 
tower. Due to razor sharp cornices on the building, 
the chord by which the banner was to be hung was 
severed twice. After these aborted attempts, an hour 
into the event, the activists decided to tie the ropes to 
the bottom of the banner and throw it off the twelve- 
story roof. Fortunately, Boise's men in blue had a 
difficult time cutting through the "Diamond" pad 
lock that had somehow gotten locked onto the roof 
door, and the banner hung for over an hour before 
the climbers were finally escorted off the building. A 
legal defense fund has been established for their 
benefit, as they face up to a year in jail and $ 1 ,800 in 
fines for their disobedience. Please send a check 
payable to "CLIMBER’S LEGAL DEFENSE FUND," PO 
Box 4262, Boise, ID 83711-4264. Hang in there! 

The Wood Man is an activist/writer living in le Bois. 


Jack Road 


backcountry is not for you, say so. 
Group dynamics can be more high- 
powered if folks who consistently wash 
dishes or live in a tripod are respected 
equally. Being honest about what you 
can do does wonders, and provides 
much more support than failing people 
who are depending on you. 

In a community where it is some- 
times assumed we are on the cutting 
edge of social reform, people seem to 
dislike the process of a consensus 
circle. Sometimes they are way too 
long and core problems are still not 
addressed. Dealing directly with per- 
sonal problems between people be- 
fore they usurp group trust is key. 

At Cove/Mallard, clear consensus 
circles where everyone was heard and 
the purpose was met needed to hap- 
pen more. We lacked any follow-up 
circles after people broke up into 
smaller groups, so assumptions of roles 


plagued the action. If few people 
know each other these processes 
help folks decide if they want to 
participate. A genuine awareness 
of each other's boundaries would 
be bliss. 

In a product-oriented world 
where the justified means is tearing 
the earth apart, for us to embrace 
process would be revolutionary. 

Even in our whirlwind of crazi- 
ness there was a central group of 
people dedicated to stopping road 
construction. They constantly 
checked in with one another, giv- 
ing room for folks to change their 
minds. They stuck it out and that 
inspired me. I hope that by look- 
ing at the process honestly we 
can continue to break negative 
patterns and think of new ideas 
to make this way of life more 
empowering. 



During the third week of the Wild Rockies Action Tour, street theater at the US Forest 
Sevice Northern Rocky Mountain Regional Office in Missoula, Montana, sparked an 
article in the local paper announcing Regional Forester Hal Salwasser’s intention to 
review certain controversial salvage sales. This summer, upstanding citizens and 
riffraff alike took to the streets throughout the Wild Rockies to protest salvage logging. 

September-October 1996 Earth First! Page 9 



Dead green trees 
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by Dreadlock Cowboy 

San Luis, Colorado, looks like a peace- 
ful town that time and the outside world 
forgot; all seems content here. Farmers 
are busy with the hustle and bustle of 
the coming harvest. Fields rich with 
com and beans stretch from the low- 
lands, to the east, straight into the heart 
of the mighty Culebra Mountains, lo- 
cally known as La Sierra. But beyond the 
beauty lies the seven-generations-old 
struggle of the local community to main- 
tain use rights and protection for the 
mountains which are part of their home. 
Here, in these majestic Sangre de Cristo 
mountains, a war is raging! 

The 77,000-acre Taylor Ranch domi- 
nates the Culebra Range. The ranch is 
owned by Zack Taylor, a direct descen- 
dant of the former President. It is home 
to Colorado's largest logging operation. 
Estimates on the size of proposed cuts 
vary, but it is believed that Taylor sold 
off 32 million board feet (mmbf) to 
Stone Forest Industries of South Fork, 
Colorado, in 1995. Then in 1996 (to add 
insult to injury) Taylor sold another 
timber deed for 72 to 92 mmbf to an 
outside broker. Regardless of which es- 
timate is correct, Taylor's plans greatly 
exceeded any other operation in the 
southern Rockies or much of the west- 
ern US. 

A total of 40,000 acres of forest in 1 1 
drainages may be logged. Logging will 
wipe out a unique and important water- 
shed in the headwaters of the mighty 
Rio Grande, and threatens local farm- 
ers' irrigation systems with sedimen- 
tation. 

CHANGING HANDS— 
OWNERSHIP AND LA SIERRA 

The Mexican government issued the 
Sangre de Cristo Land Grant to Carlos 
Beaubien in 1844; it was then part of 
Mexico. The grant encompassed a mil- 
lion acres, stretching from New Mexico 
to Colorado's San Luis Valley. Beaubien 
issued deeds for "long lot" ranches to 
the Chicano settlers of San Luis. He also 
granted use rights (including hunting, 
fishing, grazing and firewood gather- 
ing) in La Sierra to the people of San Luis 
by establishing La Sierra as a commons 
area for the local communities. 

In 1843, with the end of the Mexi- 
can-American War, lands in the grant 
became territories of the United States. 
The town of San Luis was established in 
1851 — the oldest in Colorado. The Sur- 
veyor General of New Mexico confirmed 
Beaubien 's right to the 1 and grant, bring- 
ing it under US law, in 1860. 

In 1864, Beaubein sold La Sierra to 
William Gilpin, the first governor of 
Colorado. Gilpin bought and later pat- 
ented ownership of La Sierra with local 
use rights intact. Gilpin, being a forefa- 
ther of modern resort developers, at- 
tempted to subdivide the land into pri- 
vate estates, but community opposi- 
tion stopped this attempted land theft. 
Gilpin then sold the property to the 
Costilla Estates Development Co. 
(CEDC). 

The first attempt (and failure) to limit 
use of the mountain came early in the 
twentieth century. CEDC began taking 
people to court on trespassing charges. 
But La Sierra was too large to be effec- 
tively patrolled or controlled and en- 
forcement failed miserably. 

CEDC did engineer a successful blow 
to the legal relationship between la gente 
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and La Sierra. The company challenged 
the Beaubien deed in Federal District 
Court. CEDC claimed that La Sierra was 
not a "commons" as was stated in 
Beaubien's deed. Rather they alleged 
that the long lots were the only proper- 
ties granted by Beaubien. The Court 
sided with CEDC in its ruling. Many 
believe this decision was affected by a 
related court ruling, US v. Sandoval, 
which established constitutional recog- 
nition of only public and private land. 
Therefore US law would neither recog- 
nize nor allow communal ownership. 
By forcing the Sangre De Cristo Land 
Grant into compliance with the gov- 
ernment, the court effectively stripped 
the populace of a legal connection to La 
Sierra. The locals showed little regard 
for the decision of the court and contin- 
ued to use the Ranch as a commons. 

CEDC struck a final blow by selling 
La Sierra toJackTaylor in 1960 for $6.41 
an acre. Taylor, a wealthy lumberman, 
fenced off the entire ranch. Upon Jack's 
death his son Zachary, a resident of 
North Carolina, became the manager. 
Zach hired mercenaries to patrol the 
property. His guards violently perse- 
cuted "trespassers" on La Sierra; some 
were pistol-whipped, hog-tied and 
dumped in front of the County Sheriff's 
office. Despite the Taylor family's ag- 
gressive posture, they have yet to sever 
the bonds between the people of San 
Luis and the nurturing mountains be- 
cause the community's agricultural 
methods provide a direct connection. 

When Mexican citizens settled the 
area they brought with them a gravita- 
tional irrigation ditch system known as 
acequias. Farmers diverted the consis- 
tent runoff from mountain creeks 
through their fields in order to bring life 
to the arid valley floor. An intricate 
system of ditches developed over time 
to irrigate the whole watershed. Acequias 
ranchers have maintained a direct link 
to the vitality of the watershed for seven 
generations. Their organic and holistic 
methods are dependent upon the avail- 
ability of clean fresh water from La 
Sierra's creeks. Sedimentation in the 
acequias is the most immediate threat to 
the community's livelihood. 

THE WILD, ROADLESS RANCH 

Taylor Ranch sits on the western slope 
of the Sangre de Cristos. It includes the 
entire headwaters of the Rio de la Culebra 
microbasin. Ranch land extends across 
approximately 8, 500 vertical feet, to the 
1 4,069-foot Culebra Peak. As one moves 
from the lowest elevations upward, the 
foothill forests of pinon and juniper are 
soon shaded by tall ponderosa pines. 
Depending on the slope, terrain, aspect 
and fire history, the mid-elevation for- 
ests are either mixed conifers, domi- 
nated by Douglas fir, or large stands of 
aspen. Periodic fires have left behind a 
few thick-barked Douglas firs and 
ponderosas and fertilized the soil, mak- 
ing possible the young diverse forests 
that now predominate. Most of the 
ranch is covered with spruce/fir ecosys- 
tems rangingfrom mature to old growth. 
Healthy, multi-storied canopies are host 
to goshawk, pine marten, wolverine, 
cougar, black bear and probably Mexi- 
can spotted owl. This area is truly one of 
the southern Rockies' last great trea- 
sures. 

Elders of San Luis talk of times when 
the only way to move about on La Sierra 
was on horseback. Since the Taylor re- 


gime was established, however, hun- 
dreds of miles of roads have been built 
and more are being constructed. Imme- 
diately to the south of the ranch is a 
portion of the Sangre de Cristo Land 
Grant that is still primarily roadless, 
making La Sierra a crucial wildlife corri- 
dor between the southern Rockies and 
the Rio Grande basin. This bioregional 
link must be preserved. 

BAD NEWS! 

Stone Forest Industries, international 
Earth rapist, is in San Luis and up to 
their old tricks. No laws govern private 
land timber sales in Colorado; as a result 
Stone's work here makes their work on 
Federal land look good. An estimated 
9,000 to 10.000 acres of forest have 
already been cut. Skidder and feller- 
forwarder tracks enter the forest every 
50 to 100 feet, some extending up to a 
mile on very steep slopes. There are no 
cutting units, just continuous swaths of 
devastation. Every tree greater than 13 
inches in diameter gets cut. Entire drain- 
ages have been ripped into little rib- 
bons. T wo-thousand-acre cuts lie at the 
top of the watersheds; only thin buffers 
separate stumps from the alpine tundra 
above. From 30 to 90 percent of the 
vegetation is gone in cut-over areas. 
Enormous slash piles, two stories tall, 
present a tremendous fire hazard. Roads 
are the only things flagged; 40 miles in 
one drainage and Stone is still building. 
Culverts are poorly maintained at best; 
most are plugged with sediment, dis- 
rupting water flow. One road is slump- 
ing directly into a creek bed, destroying 
valuable, wetland-developing beaver 
ponds. Streams are being choked off by 
rampant sedimentation tnat s moving 
downstream into irrigation ditches. 
Reduction of canopy cover has changed 
the local hydrology. An accelerated 
snowmelt period has already left many 
ditches dry. Some ranchers are having 
to sell off cattle to buy feed for horses 
because the fields are parched. 

GOOD NEWS! 

There are three promising lawsuits 
now underway. The Land Rights Coun- 
cil of San Luis is handling the Rael v. 
Taylor case, which is attempting to re- 
gain local land use rights in the moun- 
tains. Taylor's highly paid lawyers have 
successfully kept this lawsuit wallowing 
in obscurity for 30 years, but have been 
unable to prevent recent judgments in 
favor of the people. Most notable is the 
Colorado Supreme Court decision to 
hold the case in San Luis. La Sierra 
Foundation of San Luis (an organiza- 
tion dedicated to buying La Sierra to 
protect as a community land trust) has 
also filed notice of intent to sue on two 
other cases. Their Endangered Species 
Act case concerns the Mexican spotted 
owl and western willow flycatcher, but 
due to lack of biological assistance this 
case may not be heard until next sum- 
mer. Their "Trespass and Nuisance" case 
alleges that the logging is endangering 
the livelihoods of downstream farmers. 
The Sierra Club Legal Defense Fund is 
doing research for the case presently. 

At this point, however, direct action 
and civil disobedience are the only re- 
course. Since June, local farmers and 
environmentalists have banded together 
to stop Stone cold. A number of actions 
have been effective and Stone has moved 
on to greener pastures for the time be- 
ing. We expect them back in the winter 


to use all those brand new roads they've 
been building. And when they return 
we hope to give them a warm welcome. 
Naturally we need dedicated, capable 
activists to contribute some good ideas 
and physical labor. Since there is no 
public land here, we depend on the 
kindness of local ranchers for accom- 
modations and fresh, organic veggies, 
and in return we work hard. Slacktivists 
will not be comfortable here. To truly 
appreciate the issues at stake we must 
work the soil and learn from the people 
of La Sierra. They have an understand- 
ing of ecology not to be found in any 
textbook. For seven generations San 
Luis has been a model of sustainable 
agriculture and respectful land manage- 
ment. It is imperiled as long as the 
devastation continues! 


For more information contact An- 
cient Forest Rescue at POB 592, 
Gunnison, CO 81224; (970) 641-7128. 




Lockdown Lucy Strikes Again 


by Crustacean 

Lockdown Lucy and those meddling kids arrived at 
the Jaroso gate to the Taylor Ranch quite early on 
Friday morning. Corpus, a 74 year-old centennial 
farmer, was there representing the "Wise Old Dudes 
for Wilderness," along with his son Joe and daughter 
Raphelita. They and others came to witness Lockdown 
Lucy's stand for the land. 

Six o'clock in the morning wasn't quite early enough 
to keep the first truck out, but Lucy thought it would 
be fun to keep those logs, those murdered trees stolen 
from lagente (the people), from getting to the mill. So 
she locked herself to the gate while her fellow prank- 
sters proceeded to make a lovely breakfast spread 
with scrambled eggs, pancakes, fresh fruit, and don’t 
forget — cowboy coffee. Sure enough, their rather 
pleasant breakfast was interrupted by the rumble of 
a log truck that appeared, dust flying, from the 
mountain. 

"You're back again," was all the trucker could say 
as he scratched his head under the morning sun. 
The tribe was relieved that "Ray" didn't appear 
violent and offered him" some breakfast. They didn't 
take offense at the refusal. "More for us," they cried 
and the rejoicing began! The tribe used their cell 
phone (really, it's true!) to call the press and share 
their victory. Unfortunately for ol' Ray, no one felt 
the need to call the sheriff and seemingly no one 
was responding to his calls on the CB radio. Poor 
Ray, without a vehicle, judged his only course of 
action was to walk down that dusty county road, 
under the blazing sun, to enlist some assistance. 

"How far is it to St. Louis?" he asked. 

"St. Louis? It's a long way," they replied. "Do you 
have enough water?" 

"I DON’T DRINK WATER AND DON'TTOUCH MY 
TRUCK!" were the parting words of sad ol’ Ray as he 
disappeared. 

So the now very merry pranksters sat sweltering in 
the sun, waiting for the expected arrival of Sheriff 
Gallegos— "Boss Hog"— and his boys. Ray's journey 
must have taken him a long way before he could find 
sanctuary in this "hostile" territory, as it was several 
hours before the police arrived. 

"You're too late for coffee, but we'll make you some 
more," said the protesters as Boss Hog and his men 
surveyed the scene. 


"Where's the key?" the cops asked. 

"We're here to stop the logging!" the people replied. 

And the negotiations began... 

Conveniently, the county commissioners have 
placed a 15-ton load limit on the country roads. 
However, they have failed to create any penalties to 
enforce this law, putting everyone in a very difficult 
position. Weighin' in at approximately 82,000 lbs., 
the truck was exceeding the limit by over 25 tons! 


Lucy and her friends thought it their civic duty to 
uphold the law and refuse the truck passage. 

"Unlock Lucy," the Sheriff asked, "and who's got 
the key?" Boss Hog's posse offered to send the truck to 
nearby Fort Garland for weighing if they'd just set 
Lucy free. Of course, as you would have guessed, the 
protesters refused. They didn't seem to have much 
respect for laws or the sacred county road anyhow. 

They countered, "Give the mountain back to la 
gente. We'll replant, restore, create jobs for years to 
come!" 

The police thought they were being quite reason- 
able. The protesters agreed that they were, with the 
exception of Boss Hog perhaps, the "friendliest” cops 
they'd ever encountered. Friendly maybe, but per- 
suasive they weren't. So the Sheriff went back into 
town and returned with some county employees 
toting bolt cutters. 


"Unlock Lucy and where's the key? We can end this 
all peacefully if you'll just set her free!" 

The pranksters warned them their bolt cutters would 
break. But boys being boys, they had to make their 
own mistakes. 

More time passed and stubborn Lucy stood strong. 
Next thing they knew, another truck came along. It 
had a BIG BLOWTORCH and they backed it on in. 

"You can't use that! You'll bum her fair skin!" 

The men from the county whole- 
heartedly agreed. Besides, they sup- 
ported sweet Lucy and saw no need for 
her to be freed! 

Now Ray was concerned about this 
weight limit thing. He was worried about 
the fines a citation could bring. So with 
his head hanging low and with a great 
sigh, he turned his truck around and 
grumbled good-bye. The police officers 
told him to lighten his load or he'd not 
be allowed on this county road. 

As you can imagine, the protesters 
were pleased. You could see on their 
faces that the tensions had eased. 

"Unlock Lucy, and where's that darn 
key?" 

"We're here to stop the logging!" 
Lucy shouted with glee. 

Lucy wasn't sure she could trust ol' 
Ray; heck, she was planning to stay 
there all day. So Lucy stood strong while the boys 
scratched their heads. 

"What more do you want?" the officers said. 

"Justice," she declared and she looked at the sky, as 
friendly cop , stepped forward to have one more try. 
"Unlock Lucy and I'll give you my word. The truck will 
unload. Your voice has been heard." 

The protesters debated this latest offer. In light of 
future relations with these friendly officers, and since 
ol' Ray had gone to put back his load, Lucy unlocked 
and relinquished the road. Thank you they said, and 
they took Lucy away. She proudly held her head high, 
for she'd shut Stone Container down for the day. 
Officer Benton stayed behind to keep an eye on ol' 
Ray." Do you have enough water?" they asked, and 
then they all drove away. 



Artist's rendition of Lockdown Lucy's Lockdown 


San Juan Defender Dies of Unnatural Causes 


by Michael Robinson 

Norbert Arenstorf, a longtime EF! and Ancient 
Forest Rescue activist in Colorado, died on the 
first day of September this year at the age of 34, of 
unnatural causes. 

Norbert was an early leader in Colorado Earth 
First! He was part of the protests that contributed 
to the defeat of Two Forks Dam in the late '80s. He 
fought for Bowen Gulch in the woods and in the 
Louisiana-Pacific (L-P) company town of 
Kremmling. He went door to door, explaining to 
logging families why EF! opposed L-P's destruc- 
tion of this old-growth forest. Today, Bowen 
Gulch is a protected wilderness area. 

Norbert was instrumental in the on-the-ground 
campaigns for Sandbench and Red Mountain, both 
in the San Juan Mountains. Although blockades in 
both places were eventually crushed, the Forest 
Service dropped plans for a timber sale in nearby 
Martinez Creek to avoid more controversy. It is fair 
to say that if Norbert hadn't been around, the 
mixed conifer ancient forest at Martinez Creek 
would have been roaded and logged. 

Norbert loved the rich San Juans and the arid 
lands of the Colorado Plateau. A few years ago he 
spent three weeks alone in Escalante Canyon. But 
most of all he loved to float desert rivers. He loved 
the languorous, timeless days below towering can- 
yon walls. He had a sharp eye for rocks and 'pil- 
lows' in fast, complicated water. He came to know 


side canyons of the San Juan, Green, Gila, Escalante 
and Colorado through day hikes extending into 
moonlight, and through graceful climbing of ledges 
and rimrock that might have stopped others. 



Norbert Arenstorf, R.I.P. 


He was also a close friend to many in Colorado's 
community of activists. Norbert's activism 
stemmed not only from his love of wilderness, but 
also from his strong sense of fairness and justice, an 
ethic which he extended to the people around 
him. We will miss his good spirit around the 
campfire, his wry humor, his righteous anger at the 
despoilers and bureaucrats, his sharp insight into 
politics and human behavior, and his love. 

Since January of 1995 Norbert fought non- 
Hodgkin's lymphoma, a type of cancer whose 
incidence has increased in the American popula- 
tion by 71 percent in just a few years. He under- 
went two bone-marrow transplants and numer- 
ous bouts of chemotherapy and radiation treat- 
ment, all to no avail. 

There are many suspects in Norbert's death. 
When diagnosed with the disease, he worked in 
an office next door to Syntex chemical company, 
one of Colorado's biggest emitters of gaseous 
carcinogens. Or he could have inhaled a pluto- 
nium particle produced by the Rocky Flats nuclear 
bomb plant. As he recalled a couple of weeks 
before his death, ten years ago while protesting at 
Rocky Flats he had turned to a fellow protester 
and said something like, "we'll all probably die of 
cancer in ten years." 

Remember that. And remember Norbert 
Arenstorf. He left living wilderness, places where 
the critters still roam unmolested, as his legacy. 
We miss you, Norbs. We miss you bad. 
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Forest Service Threatens 

Old Growth in Virginia 

(like you didn’t know) 

by Sherman Bamford 

The Forest Service has been given the go-ahead to cut three 
stands of the largest, oldest old growth left in Virginia. This 
August, Southern Regional Forester Robert Joslin rejected a 
timber sale appeal by Steve Krichbaum that would have stopped 
the destruction. At stake is the Hematite area, the heart of a 
1,500-acre old growth area recently discovered by the Virginia 
Division of Natural Heritage. The Hematite area contains old 
growth stands of varying ages, including some stands 200-300 
years old. At least 10 acres of the Hematite Timber Sale are 
believed to as old as 289 years. 

The Freddies want to invade an even larger part of this ecosys- 
tem with their evil roads and chainsaws. Virginia Natural 
Heritage warned against logging Hematite old growth at first, 
but following a meeting with the Forest Service, the agency 
backed down, claiming the sale was acceptable because only 
small fraction of the really old growth would be cut. Come on. 
We're talking about trees that might have been growing when 
Thomas Jefferson and George Washington and all the other 

patriarch-crats were doing their 



The Hematite Timber Sale is just one particularly bad incident 
in the pattern of abuse-as-usual on the George Washington 
(GWNF) and Jefferson National Forests. Elsewhere in the GW, 
logging of stands older than 100 years is rampant. Since the 
release of the forest plan for the George Washington in 1993, 
timber sales have been approved in five inventoried roadless 
areas and in some additional de facto roadless areas. The GWNF 
plan also designated special "Remote Habitat" for "disturbance 
sensitive species." These areas were only supposed to receive 52 
acres of logging per year, but in 1994-95 logging levels were ten 
times that amount. 

In the Glenwood Ranger District of Virginia's Jefferson Na- 
tional Forest ONF), a flurry of timber sales has been proposed in 
order to kill hopes for any new roadless areas just in time for the 
upcoming JNF plan revision. In the Clinch Ranger District to the 
south, mixed mesophytic forests continue to be attacked and a 
rare tract of old growth on Pickem Mountain is now targeted for 
helicopter logging. Bill Damon, the new supervisor of the 
George Washington and Jefferson National Forests, has taken 
courageous stands against Four-lane 58 and the Appalachian 
Power Company's 765-kilowatt power line. Don't be fooled, 

ough. Timber is apparently still the bottom line. 

It is the Hematite Timber Sale, with its centuries-old trees, that 
symbolizes the depths of forest slaying bureaucracy gone awry. 
Most people in the southeast don't believe that 200-300-year-old 
trees exist anymore. Tell them that the Forest Service wants to 
cut them down and they're sure to get angry. Virginia activists 
are few in number. We are testing our options, though, and 
need all the creative help we can get. Please write, agitate, join 
us. Stop the Heinous Hematite Sale. Write to William Damon, 
Forest Supervisor, GWJNFs, 5162 Valleypointe Parkway, 
Roanoke, VA 24019; (540) 265-5100. 

For more info, contact Preserve Appalachain Wilderness, POB 
13192, Roanoke, VA 24031-3192; (540) 982-0492. 


Glacier National Park 
Needs Your Help 

by John Noyes, Montana Wilderness Association 

Montana's Glacier National Park may be headed for extinction. 
Because of a marked increase in visitation and vehicle traffic, the 
Park has decided to update its General Management Plan. The 
Park Superintendent is considering three alternatives. The first 
would be to do nothing and just tolerate increasing traffic and 
tourist congestion and a diminishing wilderness experience. The 
second alternative, supported by those wise, multiple and mutilat- 
ing folk, would allow for increased development; i.e. more hotels, 
motels, restaurants, helicopter tour flights, roads, parking lots, 
power boats and jet skis, all of which would have a devastating 
and lasting effect on the Park's unique ecosystems. 

The last alternative would involve reducing the impact of an 
increasing number of visitors while still providing a quality 
wilderness experience. It would limit the use of private vehicles in 
the park, expand the public transport system, and prohibit power 
boats on most lakes. It would also convert most roads to foot or 
bike paths and expand campgrounds and trails while discourag- 
ing commercial enterprises. 

For generations we have looked upon our National Parks as a 
source of income and profit for local communities and business 
concessions. With the country's blind drive towards "economic 
development," we have lost sight of the first and most important 
mandate of the National Parks system: "To preserve and protect 
the natural and cultural resources (of our parks), unimpaired, for 
future generations." Instead of focusing on what must be done to 
preserve our parks' natural character for the next 20, 50, 100, or 
1,000 years, society seems consumed by the thought of all the fun 
and money we could gain from the parks now. 

As the world's population increases and mobility and leisure 
time rise, the demands on Glacier National Park will certainly 
increase at an exponential rate. It is time to limit the use of 
private vehicles in the Park, insist on the use of a public transport 
system, and decommission all but the most basic services. If we 
continue to allow unlimited access to the Park along with expand- 
ing amenities for businesses who wish to profit or tourists who 
expect a more urban experience, we will surely destroy the Park's 
very essence forever. 

If you are concerned, please write to David A. Mihalic, Superin- 
tendent, Glacier National Park, West Glacier, MT 59936. Express 
your wish to preserve and foster the wilderness character of 
Glacier National Park, and to discourage or roll back all commer- 
cial developments. 



by Suzy 

Forest Action Network (FAN) activists hijacked a log barge for 
four days during the second summer of their Campaign To Save 
The Great Coast Rainforest of British Columbia. On August 20, 
sixteen FANsters and one 37-foot boat successfully evaded a 
cranky tug to intercept and invade a 300-foot self-loading barge. 

Amidst the pandemonium that ensued, two activists locked 
down in the control room. Climbers scaled a couple of loading 
cranes, traversed a line between them and unfurled a banner 
exclaiming: INTERFOR EXPORTS YOUR COMMUNITY JOBS. 
Hammocks were secured and Milky Borges and Tamara Mathias 
settled in for the wait. 

According to FAN, 95 percent of the logs cut in the region are 
exported 400 km south, giving little opportunity for local employ- 
ment. Interfor (International Forest Corporation) has no second- 
ary processing facilities in the region. Massive overcutting (47 
percent higher than the Ministry of Forests' own declared sustain- 
able yield level) and exportation threaten not just the loss of jobs, 
but demise of the vast virgin rainforest that blankets the midcoast 
of British Columbia. 

Eventually the Royal Canadian Mounted Police crashed the 
party, arresting everyone in sight — well, seven people actually. 
FAN maintains a base camp in Bella Coola and works regularly 
with members of the Nuxalk nation to fend off the unregulated 
devastation of BC's forests. 

For more information about the ongoing campaign, contact 
Forest Action Network at Box 625, Bella Coola, BC, Canada V0T 
ICO; phone (604)799-5800; fax (604)739-4782; e-mail: 
fan@alternatives.com. 
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Wildlife are being killed by government agents at 
taxpayer expense on the New Mexico ranch of ABC 
newsman Sam Donaldson, says Pat Wolff, Director 
of New West Research in Santa Fe, NM. 

While digging through government records at the 
New Mexico State Land Office on August 8, Wolff 
found a letter from Donaldson's New Mexico ranch 
asking for assistance with "predator control" on the 
leased state land portion of his ranch. 

An Albuquerque Journal reporter looking into the 
story confirmed that Donaldson is indeed utilizing 
US Animal Damage Control agents on his ranch to 
kill wildlife as a "livestock protection" measure. 

Donaldson admitted ADC agents regularly oper- 
ate on his ranch and defended his use of the pro- 
gram, saying he was simply signing up for a program 
that neighboring ranchers are enrolled in. "The 
government helps ranchers and farmers and busi- 
nesses of all kinds," Donaldson said. "If it (ADC) is 
in existence and 1 am eligible, I'll use it," he said. 

"Sam Donaldson is just another free-loading, dead- 
beat welfare rancher taking advantage of a govern- 
ment handout," Wolff said. "It's a shame that mil- 
lionaires like him continue to get subsidized while 
truly needy families go hungry and homeless." 

ADC has always kept the names of the ranchers 
receiving its wildlife killing services a secret, claim- 
ing disclosure would be a violation of the Privacy 
Act. Wolff is seeking records pertaining to govern- 
ment-sponsored predator killing on the ranches of 
Sam Donaldson and Congressman Joe Skeen under 
the Freedom of Information Act and says she will go 
to court if necessary to get them. 

On August 22, concerned citizens opposed to 
taxpayer-funded wildlife killing demonstrated out- 
side the Albuquerque Hyatt Regency Hotel, where 
Donaldson was the keynote speaker at a dinner 
honoring NM Senators Pete Domenici and Jeff 
Bingaman. The protesters carried signs with slogans 
such as "Sam Donaldson: Welfare Queen" and "Sam 
Donaldson: The grinch who stole our tax dollars." 
The demonstration was covered by television sta- 
tions affiliated with CBS and NBC, but not surpris- 
ingly, the ABC affiliate didn't show. 

Taxpayers who don't appreciate having their 
money used to kill wildlife on Sam Donaldson's 
ranch can write to him at his east coast home: 1125 
Crest Lane, McLean, Virginia 22101. 

Copies of a special report titled "Sam Donaldson: 
Welfare Rancher" are available for $10 each 
from New West Research/PLAN, 


Defend 

Utah Wilderness! 


by Joseph "Seldom Seen" Smith 

Fifteen years after Bureau of Land Management 
(BLM) lands in southern Utah were inventoried 
to determine their wilderness potential, Secretary 
of the Interior Bruce Babbitt has ordered the 
agency to conduct a new appraisal of the lands it 
manages in redrock country. Babbitt's directive 
comes during a battle being fought by conserva- 
tionists to pass a respectable Utah BLM Wilder- 
ness Bill (HR 1500) which calls for 5.7 million 
acres of designated Wilderness in southern Utah, 
3.9 million more acres than the original govern- 
ment inventory identified. This bill, although 
supported by the majority of the American 
people and Utah's residents, is opposed by both 
industry and Utah's Congressional delegation, 
who are looking to enact a much weaker Wilder- 
ness Bill based on the BLM's 1981 Wilderness 
recommendations (see Smith EF.'J, Yule 1995). 

In a July 31 letter to Utah Congressman James 
Hansen, Babbitt said that in order to break the 
dogfight which has erupted in Congress over the 
future of Utah Wilderness he will assemble a 
"small team of career professionals ... to take a 
careful look at the lands identified in the 5.7 
million acre bill that have not been identified by 
the BLM as Wilderness Study Areas." Babbitt said 
that the BLM has "no particular acreage target," 
but the Secretary has said in the past that he 
would support about 5 million acres of Wilder- 
ness in southern Utah. Hansen responded to 
Babbitt's letter by calling it "pure politics," 
which would "only serve to inflame" the wilder- 
ness debate in Utah. 

Many ethical and legal questions arose during 
the BLM's original Wilderness Inventory of its 22 
million acres in Utah. Evidence points to the 
BLM basing wilderness recommendations not on 
the wilderness value of the lands inventoried but 
on potential resource conflicts which might arise 
if the lands were to become designated Wilder- 
ness. When BLM managers were made aware of 
possible commercial interest in a potential 
Wilderness Area the area was either redefined to 
eliminate the commercially valuable lands from 


consideration or else the entire area was 
dropped from consideration for Wilderness 
status. The BLM defended its actions by saying 
that it was trying to be "flexible," and when 
federal regulation prevented them from being 
flexible they asked Washington for "exceptions" 
to the regulations, something which did not 
occur in any of the other 10 western states 
undergoing Wilderness Inventories at the time. 
The result was BLM Wilderness recommenda- 
tions which would allow for the butchering of 
large roadless areas and the destruction of one 
of the last vestiges of truly wild country in 
America (see Kincaid, EF!J, Samhain 1982). 

This new inventory is our opportunity to see 
the official record of southern Utah's wilderness 
potential set straight. The danger, however, is 
that Babbitt's BLM will look for the compromise 
and that their recommendations will be more 
than the original 1.8 million acres but less than 
the 5.7 million called for in HR 1500. We can't 
let this happen. We need to hold the good 
Secretary's feet to the fire on this one and drag 
Utah's Congresspeople over the hot coals. 
WHAT YOU CAN DO: 

Write your Congresspeople and tell them to 
support HR 1500, which would preserve 5.7 
million acres of BLM land in southern Utah. 

Also tell them to oppose HR 1745/S 884, the 
industry-backed bill that would destroy Utah's 
wildlands. 

Strap on your pack and pay a visit to the 
redrock country. Experience the rivers, the 
sunsets, and the life that teems in this great 
wilderness. Stop in at the local BLM office after 
your visit and tell them how much you'd like to 
see the area preserved. Patronize local businesses 
during your visit and if the setting seems right 
tell them about your trip, but be careful, it's 
open season on environmentalists in some Utah 
locales. . 

To get involved in defending this beautiful 
country contact the Southern Utah Wilderness 
Alliance, 1471 South 1100 East, Salt Lake City, 
UT, 84105. Tell 'em Joseph Smith sent ya. 




September-October 7996 Earth First! Page 13 






Don’t Get Caught or Ya 

An Interview with Peg Millett 

Interview by Kimberly Dawn 

Peg Millett has been an Earth First! activist since the mid- 1980s . j n the late eighties she and four others were framed in an FBI 
sting operation. The Arizona Five, as they have become known, were arrested for conspiring to cut down a power line in 1 989. After 
spending two and a half years in jail. Peg continues to be a powerful voice for the Earth First! movement, through her singing and 
continued activism. 

I started interviewing Peg at the 1995 Earth First! Activist Conference in Austin, and after losing a good chunk of the juicy tidbits 
to the mini-cassette god, I finished in June of 1996. Although I officially met her in 1993, 1 knew of her since 1988 and thought I knew 
what information I wanted from the interview. Peg's a gabber and I took advantage of that — there were only a few questions she 
attempted to answer carefully — the rest of the time she was as open and unpretentious as I expected. However, as one question led 
to another I discovered so much more about Peg's history and who she is — it turns out she deserves a book, not just an interview. 
She's a fascinating woman who I am very proud to call my friend. 


This is the second of two parts. Part one appeared in the last issue. 

At this point you were on the run and would spend that 
night escaping through the desert. Can you go into exactly 
what happened? 

I hit the wash and brushed past some paloverde and got a thorn in my 
thigh. I was in a panic before that, but then I got real calm. I began to travel 
towards Wenden [a nearby town]. I followed a turn in the wash and all of a 
sudden lights came on and this humongous helicopter rose out of the desert 
in front of me. Then I heard people behind me and in front of me. They 
were on foot and all had flashlights and were in the direction I wanted to 
go. The helicopter started to hover pretty close to me so I got under a 
paloverde tree and didn't move. I thought about infrared lenses and all that, 
so I didn't move a muscle and buried my face in the dirt. The helicopter 
hovered over me for a while and eventually moved on. I waited until it was 
far enough away and got up from under the tree. That dang helicopter came 
back and hovered over me at least three times that night and each time I hid 
under a paloVerde. 

I began to walk closer to the road. I noticed some airplanes flying over, 
really low and slow, so again I stopped and got really still. When the planes 
were gone I started walking again. The people on foot were walking in a line 
towards me and flashing lights around so I stopped again. I decided it was 
time to be a saguaro cactus. So while these guys were shining their lights 
over my face and over my body I was a cactus. I tried my hardest to think 
like a cactus and to be invisible and they didn't see me. 

So you shapeshifted. 

I shapeshifted. Every time they moved forward they would shine the lights 
forward, but when they stopped they would shine them all around. When 
they stopped I would be a cactus. Then they would move again and I would 
move and eventually I was on the other side of them. It was pretty amazing. 

There was still some cover between me and the road. I heard someone yell, 
"Come on Peg, we're going to be out here all night. Let's go, come on in." I 
swore it was Mark Davis' voice, but later Mark said it wasn't. They just threw 
him in the paddy wagon and took him away. So there was someone imitat- 
ing his voice — I'm pretty sure of it. When I heard him say, "We're going to 
be out here all night," I was thinking, "That's the idea, pal." I could see 
Wenden and could also look down into the basin the way I had just come. 

There were cars everywhere down there; people with megaphones were 
calling out. The helicopter was-hovering and doing these big sweeping 
circles. Surveillance planes were above the helicopter flying circles above the 
whole mess. I'm standing there looking down on this, thinking, "Jesus 
Christ, is this all because of us?" I was blown away. They must've spent 
hundreds of thousands of dollars for all that. It just seemed all this mad, 
ridiculous running around was so absurd. 

So I decided to leave them to their own devices down there and make my 
way to Wenden, which was about seven or eight miles. I figure I walked 
about 16 miles altogether that night. 

I walked down the center of this great big open space which had been 
cleared so they could put the power lines in it. I was going parallel to the 
road to Wenden. These two trucks came barreling over the hill from the 
basin towards me and I thought, "Oh shit." I heard over the megaphone, 
"Peggy Millett, we have your identity. GIVE YOURSELF UP." They repeated 
it over and over again. Then a little tape of the patriarchal, cultural bullshit 
that I've been running all my life started going through my head, telling me 
that 1 was a bad girl — that I was making the authorities angry and I had no 
business doing that. That made me really despondent and I thought, "I 
should just turn myself in — I'll never be able to get away with this." But by 
the time I decided to turn myself in, the trucks were gone. 

1 decided there was no way I was going to backtrack for those bozos. I got 
to the road and 1 knelt down on the pavement and put my hands out in 
front of me. I was wearing black — in fact, a long sleeve Defend the Wilder- 
ness t-shirt. A car drove by but it didn't stop. I waited. About five or six 
more cars went by but not a one saw me. I finally broke off the bad girl tape 
in my head, got up and thought, "This is ridiculous! I'm getting the hell out 
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of here. I'll get a lawyer and turn myself in later if I decide I want to do 
that." 

I walked into the nearest wash by the road. I really began to revel in the 
desert, to feel the brush of the plants as I was walking by and notice the 
color of the night and the stars and the silhouettes and feeling the presence 
of other animals. I knew 1 was in my element — I was feeling really, really 
safe and really good. I also knew that I wasn't going to be there for long and 
I wanted to remember every detail of the night. 

It was kind of chilly. I was very tired even though my adrenaline was 
pumping. I went quite a ways, then decided to sit down to rest. I heard a 
little movement next to me and looked down to see a rabbit. The rabbit was 
very still. But as I was sitting there I started to talk to the rabbit in a low 
whisper, and the rabbit decided it was okay and began to eat. 1 thought, 
"Wow, this is cool. I'm among my kin." I really felt what the deer feels 
when it's being hunted and I felt that the animals felt it too and that there 
was a camaraderie between us. At some point when 1 got up from my rest I 
walked through a group of javelina. They stopped and snorted at me, so I 
slowed down and they went about their business. 

I heard coyotes call, and I called back and they called back to me. 1 felt so 
much a part of the desert — it was wonderful. I remember watching the stars 
turn in the sky, knowing that 1 wanted to cherish that night forever. I 
wanted to remember every aspect because I knew I was probably going to 
jail. I was thinking about where I could go and who would harbor me if I 
went underground. But I had a husband— and horses and land and a com- 
mitment to the earth. So I decided to take responsibility for being an idiot 
and for letting Fain into my life. 

How did you get back to Prescott? 

I saw the sunrise in the desert, then hitchhiked to Prescott and went to a 
friend's who harbored me — gave me a shower and some clean clothes. I 
called my mother and told her I was in big trouble. I got names and num- 
bers of lawyers in Phoenix. By that time the story had broken in the papers, 
so the lawyers I talked to were excited that I was calling them. It was hilari- 
ous. 

Of course it didn't occur to me how serious it was until I realized how 
much effort they spent on me, on us, that night. They were treating us like 
we were dangerous — which we weren't. That's a twist the Feds put on it that 
I didn't understand for a long time. 

Why did you decide to go to work? 

Because I was still in denial. I was thinking that if I just went to work 
nobody would notice. Use came to work for me 'cause the Fdds told her that 
I was already in jail. When she saw me she looked as if she'd seen a ghost. 
She said, "Oh my God, let’s go. Let's get out of here." And I said I couldn't. 

Why didn't the Feds arrest Use the night before? 

They had no warrants for her house — she lived downstairs from Mark, and 
they didn't have a legal way to get her. All the stuff they had on her was 
gotten illegally. Also, Ron Frazier was trying to keep her out of it. Later he 
approached her and told her the whole story — much to the chagrin of the 
Feds. It was his plan — he wanted her to become an informant. 

Gee, that was thoughtful. So they spent a lot of money that 
night and a lot in court. 

They spent an awful lot of money before that night. It took them a couple 
of years to get where we were. They paid Ron Frazier $53,000 for his part — 
not to mention all the other people they had on the payroll. 

I understand that during the time leading up to the trial 
there was tension between Dave Foreman and Mark Davis. 
Davis wrote a two-part story for the Journal several years 
ago. (Samhain and Yule, 1993) 

Mark and Dave were on different ends of the spectrum. They have very 
different world views. Dave Foreman is a politician, while Mark Davis lives 
by a code of honor. There are flaws in both of those approaches. They both 
did what they felt they had to do. 



Might Get Famous: 


Dave was ill a lot of the time — he had hepatitis. Mark was going through a 
lot of agony — all of us were extremely stressed. 1 don't know if their dis- 
agreement on whether to plead out had that much of an effect on me 
personally. I was pretty much focusing on my own terror and not paying 
attention to Dave and Mark's relationship. 

I can't say what was going on with Dave in his own guts and heart, but I 
observed that he was very tired and wanted to get out of the situation. I 
think the major thing is that Dave Foreman didn't want to continue with 
the trial and Mark Davis did. I'm glad we didn't continue — Mark would 
disagree with me. So we pleaded out. We were in court from around June 10 
until September 19. 

That was in 1991. 

'91. 1 walked into jail on October 3. It was a difficult decision for all of us 
to make. I'm glad we stayed with solidarity. I'm really glad! 

You feel it was solidarity? Despite tensions between Fore- 
man and Davis? 

Foreman was willing to accept five years of probation. That's no big deal. 
He had a misdemeanor — he walked. We all had felonies. They could have 
hung Foreman with what Mark might have said but Mark has a code of 
honor and he chose not to do that. 

From the time before the power lines action up to your jail 
time you decided to take a back seat in a lot of the decision 
making. How does that affect your outlook now? 

By that time I had given up my power sufficiently and signifi- 
cantly to Mike Fain and Mark Davis. I was pretty much 
pulling my energy out of the situation. The more he 
got involved the more I gave up my part in the whole 
scenario. 

At your sentencing you sang the 
Walkin' Jim Stoltz song, Forever Wild. 

That seems like an important moment 
for you. 

Yeah, 1 love that song! We all got to say some- 
thing to the judge before sentencing. We were 
expected to say that we were really sorry and all 
that, but I wasn't sorry at all — well, I was sorry I 
got caught. So I got up there and I talked about 
the discrepancy between our realityand what the 
Feds and the defense where portraying. The Feds 
portrayed us as egomaniac, grandiose, frothing at 
the mouth terrorists — that we were very danger- 
ous — which we weren't. Maybe we were grandi- 
ose but we weren't dangerous. And the defense 
was portraying us as the gang that couldn't shoot 
straight, a bunch of bumbling idiots. We cer- 
tainly looked like it at times. 

Nonetheless, we were there for the earth and for the desperate situation 
that we're all in. We were experimenting with actions that would be very 
costly and garner a lot of attention. We wanted attention brought to these 
issues. So I sang the song as my statement. It was a very powerful experience 
for me — really powerful. I know it was powerful for all the people that were 
there. We forget a lot of times when we're fighting, especially in a court- 
room, that the status quo is devoid of all logic and reality— the reality we 
know — the earth. All that stuff gets lost in the courtroom, so I brought it 
back with a song. I think that was a really important thing. 

You were in jail for 24 months, including the halfway 
house. I knov^that singing and spirituality helped you get 
through that time. 

By the time I went to prison I had gone through the wringer. My marriage 
had ended — I was officially divorced a week before entering prison. So 
singing and spirituality helped me turn jail into more of a monastic experi- 
ence. It was also like I was in a harem in a certain way without all the 
luxuries of a harem — a non-gilded cage. I learned about my spiritual rela- 
tionship with the earth and the universe. And singing is an integral part of 
that for me. Physically it's resting, 'cause when I sing, my whole body 
vibrates — I'm like a bell vibrating. The trees want us to thank them, they 
appreciate us thanking them, it's very important. One of the ways I thank 
the earth for my life is singing. 

Singing is an exercise — it develops my lungs and has all these good physi- 
cal things. Then there are non-physical things, non-tangible. There's the 
seeing world that we know and the unseen world. I believe that singing for 
me is a way to bridge that gap, to open communication so that when I stop 
singing I can hear — listen to the little voice. I cultivated a kind of inter- 
change — dialogue — with the unseen forces of the earth, and life and sky. 

Whenever I get on stage I bare my whole soul for the earth. I want people 
to learn something from my experience so they can free themselves to work. 
If we don't we won't have seven generations down the line. Every time I go 
to a conference and listen to activists talk about what they're doing, it's 
overwhelming! It's mind-boggling. So I guess my role is to help people 
access their energy and their power. Singing is one of the ways that I get it 


across. I also have lessons and stories. But the singing bypasses the brain 
stuff and gets right to the heart. 

When you were in jail you also performed what I know as 
magic. 

There are many different types of magic. Magic is like everything— it gets 
better if you practice it. It's powerful stuff and so should not be taken 
lightly. Anyone who's a shaman knows what that means. Everyyone has the 
capacity to do it and everyone in this movement has felt it. If you're going 
to do the work we're doing and you're willing to take the risks we’re willing 
to take, then you must have some connection with magic. 

Magic was something I consciously cultivated. I worked on different 
disciplines, different ways people do magic. I pretty much call myself a 
pagan these days and work magic from different peoples. The Celts and the 
Wicca people, the Druids — they're more or less my genetic heritage. I also 
work in the context of the land especially through native people's connec- 
tion with magic. It's all the same energy and it's all pretty similar. Yes, I did 
magic — I closed circles, I said prayers, I burned sage, I poured water on the 
sweats while I was in prison. 

You were allowed to do a sweat lodge because you signed 
up for Native American religion? 

Well yeah, they didn't have pagan. They had Native American religion 
and I said I'll take that one. The chaplain said I had to declare myself some- 
thing. I had priests come to visit me and I went to mass and did commun- 
ion because I'm a recovering Catholic. Catholicism has some ties to pagan- 
ism, but I'm also very connected to the earth in a way that Catholicism 
doesn't address, so the Native American religion is what I 
chose. I had already learned how to pour water and tend 
the fire before I went to jail — although I never consid- 
ered myself a sweat lodge leader. 

Do you think the FBI was successful? 
They didn't break EF!, but did they change 
Dave Foreman? 

Dave Foreman was headed in that direction al- 
ready, and they just hastened it. That's all. 

But EF! is still here. We're growing in knowledge 
and experience, we're moving away from being all 
white, middle class people and we're becoming more 
involved in coalition building, which 1 think is 
extremely important. 

I think it [the bust] was very good for us — it was a 
reality check. We all needed to learn to hone our 
skills and clean up our closets and to become better 
equipped as warriors so that we don't miss the mark. 
For me it was very important to go through — it was a 
major educational experience that I could not have 
gotten any other way! I call it the ballpene hammer 
method of enlightenment. It sure isn't a very pleasant method but it was a 
good educational experience for me. 

If there's one thing you've learned from your experiences 
with the FBI what would it be? 

To take responsibility for my actions. I didn't take responsibility for myself 
and I gave my spiritual power to Davis and my physical power to Fain — that 
is, he physically took my place during the recon and planning of the action. 
It wasn't anything they did. It was me giving my power over. 

Now I know it's important to pay attention when I feel the urge to give up 
responsibility for myself in relationships — I have to be honest with myself. I 
guess it's a co-dependent thing. 

So now what? 

Right now I'm working on healing my relationship with myself and other 
people. I have 14 acres that I'm doing a restoration project on. I hope to 
build a house there. I want to build it in a way that won't be an encum- 
brance on the land — so that the land and I enhance each other. Of course 
I'm still doing activism and am still a part of the movement. 

I'm looking for funding to pay someone to transcribe my prison notes. I'm 
also teaching singing and working with more musicians. I'd really like to do 
a roadshow — if people are out there who want to put one together, please, 
please, please get hold of me. I'm looking into the possibilities of following 
the range of the goshawk — from southern Alaska to northern Mexico — 
doing a roadshow around endangered species. Also I'm thinking about 
putting something together in the Northwest — I love the Northwest. I have 
a single act but I would like to be a part of something with other people. 

What I sing can be applied to all of us — it can be used for any campaign 
that anyone's working on. Singing is my gift — I can do that. I'm a lousy 
monkeywrencher. If I was good at monkeywrenching I'd still be doing it, 
but I clearly had to stop. So I wanna be productive and monkeywrenching 
just isn't my bag. It's exciting and it's fun and it's very dangerous — but I got 
in with the wrong people. FBI agents don't usually make very good monkey- 
wrenching partners. 

Get out! 

No, it's true! 
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However, the essential second objective, a people-friendly space, 
by Alec Smart f e ii far short of the ideal. An anxious gathering of hundreds anticipat- 

On August 24, an environmental action in Brighton organized ing a large party is soon vexed when police draw truncheons and 

by the Reclaim The Streets network developed a near- farcical attempt to disperse them. No contingency plans existed if the police 

momentum when a massive police operation staked their own were successfully to prevent the action, and so the day became an 

counterclaim to the strategically chosen streets. At 2:00 pm, the exercise in police evidence-gathering and crowd-control rehearsal, 

crowd of an estimated 800 revelers began to move off from the whilst the directionless crowd engaged in the redundant technique of 

gathering point of Churchill Square, bouncing aloft over 70 beach confrontationalism. To witness frightened children in family cars 

balls, inflated specifically for the running theme of a Beach Party, peering out of windows whilst crop-haired men jumped up and down 

They'd scarcely traveled half a kilometer when over 300 police on the car bonnets leaves one questioning our commitment to 

officers from all over Sussex (with reinforcements from Kent and communitarian politics. The inevitable backlash came from angry 

Thames' Valley) moved in to contain the mass. shopkeepers and confused bypassers condemning the "anarchist 

It was clear at the outset, according to those monitoring the mob" and suggesting we should "get jobs and not waste taxpayers' 

situation, that a street reclamation party would never take hold, money." Heard that a million times before. Don't think we made our 

"Police had the town of point, eh? 

Brighton under meticulous 9^ There have been 15 success- 

surveillance from early mom- ful Reclaim The Streets actions 

ing, and one by one, the Re- in Britain since the start of 

claim The Streets support 1995, but in Brighton it met 

crew were intercepted and its Waterloo. No doubt the 

arrested. Police confiscated [/fex police response was escalated 

vital props and blockading ^ by the fact that the last big 

apparatus necessary for the ^ action in London on July 20, 

reclamation. The organizers resulted in the M4 motorway 

planned to dump one ton of \ being dug up with a pneu- 

sand on the roads and recre- “ % matic drill. Trees were then 

ate a beach in the intersec- gMA ' ^ planted in the craters. The re- 

tion. "Suspect Items", such *- « pair ^ was announced to be 

as bags of sand and an inflat- V ^ • T approximately £20,000. 

able castle intended for a Jr Aii ix: There's no denying that en- 

children's play area, along \ wk vironmental politics remains 

with sound systems, genera- vV;; the mainstay of direct activ- 

tors, a reconstructed car and \ ism in Britain, and this is how 

papier mfchi sharks were in- - it derives its success. Through 

tercepted. W OV \ mass-mobilization of con- 

Soon the demonstrators f % v cerned people and a network 

were hemmed in on West b \ of sympathetic media outlets, 

Street, ironically, the actual issues such as road-building 

site secretly planned in ad- N / /k and ozone depletion remain 

vance by the organizers. Po- KjjRf r f S (tfh JHHf in public consciousness. But 

lice officers divided the crowd f f 0> vv automobile manufacturers 

into "manageable" groups. and road lobbies hold tremen- 

Amidst the sandwiched rev- j. IfcjL dous power in decision-mak- 

elers, tempers unfortunately JHm ing over how communities are 

like ^ and takes 

stamped on by riot police more than a day in Brighton's 

boots. Soon, heads police cells to influence pub- 

bloodied by Itatons, and bank | A lie opinion and change the 

holiday weekend spectators M ^ infrastructure of a city, 

witnessed ugly brawling as L .;5g J J : 

the constabulary dragged f e - ■ - IwirjBwr Tu ' Brighton Reclaim The Streets, 

struggling pi c (testers to a wait- Ihe government I.iuik iu-i: . 

ing prison vans. ■ ’d- y I , National Air Quality Strategy 

I'hen the crowd cftec- to crack down on toxic nar- 

tively split and the prepon- tieulate-mattcremissions. I n- 

derance roamed central ^ fortunately, it is to be imple- 
Brighton for several hours, Bouncy beach h “" s brighten Bri * hton - mented over the next decade, 

randomly blockading major junctions and clambering over halted The Shadow Environment Secretary Michael Meacher said, "After 1 7 
vehicles with weary police in arrears. By 5:30 pm the itinerant herd years of inaction, it is surely too little, too late. The government has 
reached the sea front, and thence dissipated. contributed to our appalling transport crisis and pollution problems 

There were 79 arrests at the Brighton Reclaim The Streets through bus deregulation, rail privatization and rising road chaos." 
demonstration — the largest mass arrest in Britain since the Poll Another environmental group, Transport 2000, responding to 
Tax resisters running battle with mounted police in Trafalgar calls from residents' associations and green issues groups, has 
Square in 1990. The police canceled all leave for their officers to commenced a campaign to help communities reclaim their local 
ensure a sufficient force to stop the protest in its tracks. streets. The "Streets For People" campaign was launched on 

A Reclaim the Streets action has two primary objectives: first, to August 17, 1996 on a 100-meter stretch of turfed-over road at 
create a traffic-free zone, preferably on a busy interchange (or as in Methley Terrace in Yorkshire. Adrian Sinclair of Methley's Neigh- 
London on 20 July, a Motorway (see front page). The immediate borhood Action arranged for Methley Terrace to be covered over 
impact of this is obvious. Gridlock is created as vehicles forced to by rolls of grass for a weekend, supplied by local firm Inturf. He 
detour inevitably congest lesser back streets. A traffic-free road is explained, "The houses here have no gardens and the streets are 
a curiosity, free from toxic vehicle emissions, attracting media the only public spaces we have. We have to make better use of 
interest and willing participants in the synergy of finding an them." The street took four hours to turf. Throughout the 
alternate use for the space. weekend community events were staged, including "Methley's 

Secondly, to instill in the public imagination images of cities not Olympics" (featuring a downhill egg and spoon race) and screen- 
built around private car use, but rather people-friendly commu- ing of the Australian film "Strictly Ballroom," which residents 
nity space where children can play and pedestrians stroll in safety, attended in ball gowns. 

These needn't be sterile economic zones, such as security-pa- Garel Rhys, a motor industry professor at Cardiff Business School, 
trolled commercial shopping malls, but parks, market trading- declared, "When mass motoring arrives in China and India in about 
places and commons. 2020, we will get to a level of emissions the world cannot sustain." Er, 

In Brighton, the first objective was easily realized. Although the when you go out in the world today, share the journey with someone, 
target street was not held in any significant sense (despite traffic Better still, leave the car at home. 

being diverted around it), the entire town was subsequently Contact Reclaim the Streets at POB 9656, London N4 4YJ; phone, 
gridlocked by the roving conglomerate of blockaders. 0171281 4621; E-mail: rts@gn.apc.org. 
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Denmark's Copenhagen Zoo has 
added two new primates to its collec- 
tion of baboons, orangutans, chimps 
and lemurs — a local couple represent- 
ing Homo Sapiens. 

Living out their daily lives in a 
perspex-walled mini-apartment be- 
tween the baboons and a pair of ruffed 
lemurs, acrobat Henrik Lehmann and 
newspaper employee Malene Botoft 
say they hope to make visiting hu- 
mans think about themselves and their 
origins. Hopefully, zoo visitors will 
also be able to empathize with ani- 
mals who are condemned to live their 
lives in cages. 

"The most visited animals in the 
zoo, apart from the predators, are the 
apes, because we see in them some- 
thing of ourselves. This puts that simi- 
larity into context," Lehmann told 
reporters over a beer in the couple's 
small but cozy air-conditioned enclo- 
sure. The couple did most of the in- 
stallation work themselves. 

The enclosure, complete with a stan- 
dard zoo label giving details of Homo 
Sapiens' habitat, diet and other key 
statistics, was surrounded by enthusi- 
astic children and slightly more reti- 
cent adults. 

"I think it's cool," said one 10-year- 


old. "It's certainly an interesting idea," 
his mother added. Lehmann said that 
adults seem to feel more comfortable 
looking at "the real apes," where they 
are uninhibited by social conventions 
against staring, while children have no 
reservations about pressing their noses 
against the humans' perspex walls. 

He said he is frequently asked if the 
couple intend to publicly display the 


more intimate areas of human activ- 
ity, but said that was not their inten- 
tion as "it's not interesting." 

The enclosure has a combined 
kitchen-living room, an adjoining 
bedroom and a small workshop where 
Lehmann works at his passion — re- 
storing classic British motorcycles. 

It also boasts a sofa, chairs, book- 
shelves and other typical features of 


the human habitat; fax, computer, 
television, stereo and telephone. Toi- 
let and washing facilities are in a 
nearby zoo building. Perhaps the ex- 
periment would have been made more 
interesting if the humans were in their 
original, natural habitat, but it seems 
ironically fitting that people were 
caged with their material trappings 
(pun intended). 

1 




FLOATING NUCLEAR POWER PLANTS: 

a bright new way to light up your idea bulbs 


Construction of the world's first floating nuclear 
power plant is underway in Russia, and engineers 
hope to have it ready to operate by 2001, a prospect 
that fills environmentalists with horror but has 
Russia looking south for potential buyers. 

Andrei Gagarinsky, vice president of the Russian 
Nuclear Society and head of international relations 
at the Kurchatov Institute in Moscow, confirmed 
that the first of the plants was under construction 
after years of financial delays. 

The threat of ecological catastrophe from acci- 
dents involving oil tankers is obviously dwarfed 
when compared to a sea disaster involving a floating 
nuclear power plant. A major area of concern with 
these plants must be containment. The Chernobyl 
explosion blew the reactor lid, a 2,000-ton block of 
concrete, into the air. These vessels will not even 
have that sort of protection. This poses a clear risk 
to both the marine and land environment. 

Russia has long planned to build a series of small 
floating nuclear power plants for use in remote 
regions that are not connected to the national grid 


or to replace thermal nuclear power plants that 
have grown too expensive because of high fuel 
transportation costs. 

"Russia will need at least 15 small, low- power 
floating nuclear power plants," says Gagarinsky. 
"They will be used in inaccessible regions of the Far 
East, extreme North, Altay Territory and the Kola 
Peninsula. " There are around 50 sites deemed by the 
government as suitable for such reactors along 
Russia's Arctic coastline. The first plant will be sited 
at the Arctic seaport of Pivek in the Chukotka 
Peninsula in the far Northeast. It will be operated by 
40 to 50 people working in shifts and has a design 
life of around 40 years. 

The largely state-owned Malaya Energetika 
("Small Energy") company is hoping to market 
the reactor design internationally. The company 
believes there is an international market for at 
least 100 plants. Gagarinsky further noted that 
Russia is the world leader in small nuclear power 
plant production and sees them as potential ex- 
ports, especially to developing countries. Coun- 


tries in the Middle East, Africa and Latin America, 
in addition to Indonesia, the Philippines, South 
Korea, China and Vietnam have already expressed 
considerable interest in this design. 

The floating plant is essentially a ship with two 
small pressurized water reactors (PWRs) known as 
KLT-40s, adapted from those used to power Russia's 
nuclear icebreakers. 

Spent fuel and wastes will be stored on board the 
plant and, every 13 years, it will be towed 4,000 
kilometers through Arctic seas for maintenance and 
fuel reloading. 

During this procedure, which will take around a 
year, a substitute floating plant will be put in 
place. The first plant is expected to cost $254 
million and will take six years to build. A ship 
reactor accident at a shipyard on the Russian 
Pacific coast in 1985 killed several people and left 
areas of Chazma Bay contaminated. 

By simultaneously manufacturing the reactor, 
floating base and support facilities, construction 
time could be reduced to as little as three and a half 
years from the signing of any contract. In the event 
of large scale manufacture, unit costs could be 
reduced to $180 million each. 

Please send letters of protest to the Chairman of 
Government of Russia, Viktor Chernomyrdin Rus- 
sia, Moscow, Kremlin, Government of Russian Fed- 
eration; the Minister of Environmental Protection 
of Russia, Viktor Danilov-Danilian, Bolshaya 
Gruzinskaya 4/6, Moscow 123812, Russia; and the 
Minister of Atomic Energy, Viktor Mikhailov 
Bolshaya Ordynka 24, Moscow 10100, Russia. 

Let us know about your support. International 
Nuclear Campaigner, Vladimir Sliviak X-USSR Anti- 
nuclear Campaign, Socio-Ecological Union, POB 
211, 121019 Moscow, Russia; phone/fax7-095- 
2983087; ECODEFENSE!, POB 1477, 236000 



Kaliningrad, Russia. Tel/fax +7-01 12-437286; E-mail: 
ecodefense@glas.apc.org, ed@cci.glasnet.ru; http:// 

AMD I THOUGHT THE EXXON VALDEZ WAi> A ToXIC \°K) OF CRN 3 ' cci.glasnet.ru/antinuclear.html. 
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The Earth Liberation Front 


by Tara the Sea ELF 

Many people are now aware of the 
Earth Liberation Front (ELF) mainly 
through the alternative press. Their ac- 
tions have been largely censored by the 
mainstream press because they may 
incite others to take action. But how did 
the ELF start and what makes it different 
from other environmental movements 
or organizations? 

The ELF solidified in 1992 at the first 
UK Earth First! gathering in Brighton, 
England. E arth First! had begun to im- 
pact the environmental movement in 
Britain through actions at Twyford 
Down and tropical hardwood 
blockades in Liverpool. Earth 
First! originated in the US, 
where it was associated 
with monkeywrench- 
ing. Earth First! in Brit- 
ain had threatened 
sabotage when neces- 
sary, but up until 
April '92, very few 
acts had bee 
cizedJ^Arouhd til 
(Tame time as th 
I gathering, a major at- 
tack on Peat Moor in 
Yorkshire, causing 
nearly £500,000 of dam- 
age, brought greater pub- 
\ lie attention to Earth First! 

\ and environm ental direct ac- 
tiorL ^But the EF! movement 
was not ready for it. Many con- 
demned the sabotage, frightened that 
• IT Could destroy their image or linkr 
with other groups. Some activists were 
also worried abouTgovernment harass- 
ment of activists, similar to what had 
happened in the US where Earth 
Firstlers were set up by the FBI and 
imprisoned for sabotage. Others, many 
of whom had been involved in radical 
politics, the Green Anarchist and ani- 
mal liberation for years, advocated the 
need to separate the two types of ac- 

Earth First! could continue its public* 
non-violent activities, while a second / 
group could concentrate upon sabo- 
tage and more aggressive actions against 
corpora tions. ELF took on this role. ) 
^CTFcdurseTwhat no one could have 
predicted was the way in which the 
two movements would become so in- 
credibly different. Most of this stem- 
med from the fact that ELF evolved 
with the Animal Liberation Front (ALF), 
rooted in the confrontational nature of 
European activism. From the begin- 
ning, ELF took on a much more inter- 
national flavor, focusing on the 
complexities of how industry worked 
and the way multinationals operated 
through sub-companies. 

ELF dumped the American baggage 
that had followed Earth First! to Britain, 
es perially the macho, male-orient ed 
"eco-warrior i mage," which was set in 
American pione ering culture . ELF also 
disavowed the reactionary, apolitical 
rantings about population controls and 
immigration that some EFlers in the US 
^were voicing. Instead, ELF looked to 
} Europe for its history ot radical change, 
with Aufonome, the squatting mov e- 
') m ent, the Luddites, Levellers, Digger sT 
etc., giving a social as well as an ecologi- 
cal flavor to how people lead and pur- 
sued their lives and their actions. 

ELF also perpetuates the legends of 


-sr 

^he "Little People," which in most Euro- 
aean countries have a history of causing 
trouble, being mischievously always 
leard, but never seen. These "mythical 
Icreatures" lived close to the earth in 
I most legends. Some ELF activists as- 
sumed elf names when writing articles, 
sending in press statements, etc. It was 
a humorous thin g with a serious nature 
that just took off.^ ELF has no command 
structure or solid network, each group is 
independent. There is no press officer or 
office, so the authorities have 



nowhere to trace or 

focus their eyes and ears. ELF units 
attack, cause damage and then let either 
the target company or the press know 
that ELF was responsible. As with the 
European legends, the Elves are rarely 
seen, but no one doubts their existenceT 
Many Elves, sick of empty promises 
of action that in the end only came to 
compromises, declared a series of an- 
nual "Earth Nights" where all radical 
groups could take action at the same 
time and would give common ground 
to earth and animal liberationists. [See 
"ELF Haloween Smash, " page 35.] 

The first Earth Night, on Hallowee n 
'92, was quite a success, with ma- 
chines at_Twytord and a few other 
"frontdine sites" being destroye dTAt 
the same time Elves were producing 
various pamphlets on how to destroy 
machinery and buildings, plus lists of 
addresses of companies and their di- 
rectors. The pamphlets proved very 
successful and put road companies 
such as Tarmac on the alert, causing 
them to waste thousands of pounds 
pn security. One ELF clan produced a /( 
magazine Entitled Partizan. whief^j 


human li beration and antifasci sm to 
join in on Earth Night. 

Many-trr ELF began to realize that the 
goals of deep ecology, social ecology, 
etc., were divisive and somewhat theo- 
retical . T hey on ly discussed ways to lead 
o ne's life, not how to demolish t he 
s ystem beforehan d. This is not to say 
that these theories don't have any rel- 
evance. Ideas are necessary to push soci- 
ety forward, but in many cases they fail 
to show that to achieve these e cotopias 
voITBTst+rave£o-defEarffiFsvstemdia t 
is destroying the Earth. From this dis - 
cussion, the term "revolutionary ecol- 
o gy" emerged and ELF began to analy ze 
what was occurring in Mexico with 
e Zapatistas and the tactics of 
revolutionary groups in the past, 
ch as the Anerv Brigade / 
They operated in covert de- 
centralized ways, but more 
importantly, 
they bridged 
gaps with 
other groups 
to bring them 
in on actions 
and to pro- 
vide a unified movement 
to take on the huge array 
of forces stacked against 
them. BycombiningthephL- 
losophies of social and deep 
'ecology with the tactics of othe r 
evolutionary gr oups. ELF formed 
mething new and desperately 
'eeded: a practical resistance move- 
mentthat had teeth an d rlaw s- as well as 
rhetoric. 

Elves began to make links with groups 
abroad. Arguably the most successful 
links were with the Dutch, resulting in 
lengthy media exposure of the Hallow- 
een Earth Nights in 1 993. Earth Night in 
Holland began with_the Torchfng of a 
tank er at Schipol airport f ollowed on 
co nsecutive nights with the d estruction 
of cars, road machines, hunting lodges, 


changed the direction of ecological 
actions in Britain, because it openly! 
declared all out war on the road com- 
taanies, giving tips on destroying ma- 
chines and printing directors' 
iddresses. More importantly, Parti 
r .an made the link between animal 
ind earth liberation, listing ALF along 


of guilders in dama ge. Raids by the 
Dutch ELF have continued, the most 
recent being the bombing of a toxic 
waste dump in April '96. The Dutch 
have a history of such responses. One 
only has to recall the mid '80s, when 
South African apartheid was targeted 
and Shell stations and Amro Bank of- 
fices being burned regularly. 

ELF's popularity spread not just to the 
Netherlands, but also to Germany, 
where activists pulled off daring actions 
with ELF groups and self-styled "Eco- 
Commandos" attacking Shell stations 
over the Brent Spar and most recently 
over the Nigerian hanging of Ken Saro- 
Wiwa. MuckDonald's received the odd 
brick or firebomb through their win-y 
dow. Jn Cana da, ELF's sister, the Raj 
L iberat ion ArmyTattacked lumber varc 
iaridT runting lodges. 

ack in Britain, ELF activities in- 
k creased, more Shell stations were hit, 
** more diggers and road offices targeted. 
In 1 994, Elves made a daring raid on the 
Department of Transport, taking vital 
documents and destroying computers 
and papers. Meanwhile across the sea, 


with ELF raids. 

The Green Anarchist reported the oc- I he arrival oT the Environm~ental Rang- 
currence of more covert actions.<§adly, . ers in the US, who, like the Mohawks or 


going to "save the planet. 7 All 
~ fhp<P grniijn rpflpr t the philosop hy of 
many First Nations across~dTe~worftt r 
that you have to show your enemy ho w 
serious you are in defending what you 
regard as sacred. 


Earth First! was a little reluctant to 
m ent ion .ttiese-activities^- But o ther 


groups welcomed ELF, especially the 
anar chist movement wno praise d ELF 
for inviting all groups concerned with 


the American In dia n M ovement, are 
prepared to take up arms to defend 
wilderness, show s an evolution of Earth 
First! and realization that tactics must. 
become more revolutionary if we are to 


ELF is not a "radical environmental C 
group", it is an ecological resistance V 
movement, that embraces eco-femi- 
liism, animal, earth and human libera- 
tion. Its goal is to preserve what we have 
left, take back what has been destroyed, 
and above all, defend the very existence 
that we and other species have. And if 
that means taking on the multination- 
als, then so be it! The greatest weapons 
are imagination and the ability to strike 
when least expected. Also, t argets shoul d 
not be only the vivisection 1 abs/butalsd 
the very foundation of capitalism: th e 
sources of profit. Concentrating on these 
large is is vltafras the Shell campaign has 
shown. The sheer concentration of dam- 
age sends shudders down the compa- 
nies' backs. Aiming energies at these 
routes undermines the very foundation 
the state relies upon and makes it more 
difficult for it to retain control. 

We must see our fight as a holistic one 
covering all the many areas of oppres- 
sion and tutelage. A lot of emphasis has 
been put upon roads, rainforei.s and 
mining, but there are other targets even 
more sinister and closer to home. Our 
own bodies are being mutated and tam- 
pered with through biotechnology and 
genetic engineering. This affects not 
only us, but the millions of animals 
who are being used by companies to test 
their product<The same companies are 
tampering with crops so that third world 
countries can become more reliant upon 
mono-crops and Western aid/More dis- 
turbing is the realization that our own 
species is changing its genetic structure 
because of the severe changes to the 
environment we are causing. The way 
in which we are now physically matur- 
ing earlier (some girls experiencing their 
menstruation before the age of six), the 
high infertility of both sexes, etc., is 
based upon the food we digest, the 
water we drink, the chemicals we pur- 
chase. The whole infrastructure of how 
we live has been controlled and domi- 
nated by an elite fueled by one purpose, 
greed, with only more misery for the 
generations that follow. 

CRecent raids on the Green Anarchist, 
Earth Liberation Prisoners and the ALF 
support group in Britain only go to 
show that the state is determined to 
silence any threat to its existence. The 
govern ment senses th al. ther eis an in- 
ternati onal movp mpn t growing, and 
thpy are working through Tntprpol anH 

other security networks to undermine 
and destroy it. iBut it's pointless, as the 
animal liberation cause has shown. For 
every one put behind bars, ten will be 
inspired to take action. 

Elves send their solidarity and greetings 
to the ELF, Earth Liberation Army and 
Environmental Rangers in the US. We hope 
actions multiply tenfold. ELF is growing, 
and its message is a simple one: We are 
fighting a war for the survival of our planet, 
so let's hitthescum who are causing it with 
everything we can muster. Roll on Earth 
Night! No compromise! 

For all those who despise academic envi- 
ronmental magazines and like a good bit of 
inspiration, read the fictional book. Quest 
for Faradawn. It basically sums up what 
we are fighting for. 
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OEF ENSt 


T-SHIRTS 


BUMPERSTICKERS 


All bumperstickers $1.00 unless otherwise indicated 


AMERICAN WILDERNESS: 

LOVE IT OR LEAVE IT ALONE 

ANOTHER MORMON ON DRUGS 

ANTI-COW ASSORTMENT 

(on non-removeable paper @ $3/doz) 

DARWIN 

DEVELOPERS GO BUILD IN HELL 

DON’T LIKE ENVIRONMENTALISTS? 

PUT THEM OUT OF WORK 

DREAM BACK THEBISOH. 

SING BACK THE SWAN 

EARTH FIRSTI 

END CORPORATE DOMINANCE 
HAYDUKE LIVES! 

I’D RATHER BE MONKEYWRENCHING 

I’M POLLUTING THE PLANET 

IF YOUR PECKER WAS AS SMALL AS MINE. 
YOU’D NEED A MUSCLE WAGON. TOO 

(on non-removeable paper @ .50 ea) 


LOVE YOUR MOTHER. DON’T BECOME ONE 
MONKEYWRENCH THE MILLENNIUM 
NATIVE 

NATURE BATS LAST 

NOT POLITICALLY CORRECT 

PAY YOUR RENT, WORK FOR THE EARTH 

REAL MEAN DON’T SHOOT WOLVES 

RESIST MUCH, OBEY LITTLE 

SAVE THE WILD 

STOP CLEARCUTTING 

STOP CLEARCUTTING 

(on non-removeable paper @ .50 ea) 

STOP THE FOREST SERVICE 
SAVE OUR WILD COUNTRY 

SUBVERT THE DOMIHANT PARADIGM 

THINK GLOBALLY. ACT LOCALLY 

VISUALIZE INDUSTRIAL COLLAPSE 


NEW 

STUFF 

• T-SHIRTS • 


Multi-color on yellow/orange 
M, L, XL— $15 


Black on unbleached 
M, L, XL— $12 

• MUSIC • 

Keep It Wild! 

(kind of an EF! greatest hits) 

® ® ® 

Cows With Guns 

by Dana Lyons 

MORE INSIDE!!! 

New Books, Bandanas, Jewelry, 
Calendars and Free Tabloids 


(All t-shirt designs are 100% cotton and 
available in XXL for an additional $3) 


Visualize Direct Action 

Black and White on Unbleached — $12 


A Higher Law: 

Unbroken Wilderness Forever 

Multi-color on Unbleached — $12 


' n the Dete^ s ® ° 


Earth First! Fist 

NEW! Green and White on Black — $12 
Green on Unbleached — $12 
Black on Kelly Green or Red — $12 
Multi-color on Forest Green — $15 
Multi-color on Black — $15 

No Fucking Compromise 

White on Black — $12 

Earth First! Tools 

Black on Unbleached- — $12 


End Corporate Dominance 

EARTH FIRST! POB 1415 • EUGENE, OREGON • 97440 


I’m Polluting the Planet! 

EARTH FIRST! (58) POB 1 41 5 • EUGENE, OREGON • 97440 







ECO- MUSIC 

Austin Lounge Lizards Alice Di Micele Mice is NEW! Keep It Wild! 

Marvelous country-bluegrass satire. arguably the Northwest's most 14 songs from seven of our 

Lizard wit must be heard to be fully talented singer/songwriter. Her voice favorite EF! musicians: Darryl 
appreciated and laughed at. and lyrics cut straight to your heart. Cherney, Alice Di Micele, Robert 

"Lizard Vision" LIVE! "Naked" Trouble in Mind, Out of Hoyt, Dana Lyons, Casey Neill, 

Brain Damage, He's Just a Friend, Jesus Control, Make it Last, Bring Back the Peg Millett and Joanne Rand 
Loves Me (But He Can't Stand You) Rain, The TV Song, Out of Control "Keep It Wild!" 

TAPE— $ 1 2 • CD— $ 1 7 TAPE— $ 1 2 • CD— $ 16 TV God, The Beaver Song, 

"Paint Me on Velvet" "Searching" Defend the Earth, Land Flaming Arrows, Live Like a 

1984 Blues, That Godforsaken Hellhole of Broken Promises, Lift Us Up Prayer, Remember Me, Earth 

I Call Home, Grandpa's Hologram, TAPE — $12 • CD — $16 First!, Bottom of the Land Phil 

Lusters' Motel, Paint Me on Velvet "Too Controversial" American Dream, TAPE — $12 • CD — $16 

TAPE — $12 • CD — $17 I Won't Say Good-bye, Everybody Needs 

"Highway Cafe of the Damned" to be Free, The Water is Wide Dana Lyons Dana's 

Industrial Strength Tranquilizer, Acid TAPE — $12 • CD — $16 soulful voice and strong guitar 


KEEP IT WILD! 



Only One Earth 


Rain, Dallas/T exas, The Ballad of 
Ronald Reagan, When Drunks Go Bad 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 


"It's a Miracle" All or Nothing, Not 
for Sale, The God in You, First Snow, 
Like I Know Me, The Beaver Song 


convey a powerful, often humorous, 
message about the state of our world. 
NEW! "Cows with Guns" 


The original eco-music sampler is 
back by popular demand! Lonnquist, 
Oliver, Ostrow, Small, Cranston, Di 


"Creatures From the Black Saloon" TAPE — $12 • CD — $16 Geronimo, Native Forest Song, Canyon, Micele, Johnson, Rand, Mudd, 


Saguaro, Pflugerville, Anahuac, Hot "Make a Change" Let it Rain, Wise My Country, Song for Rod Coronado, Waldeck, Clifford, Keeler, Lyons, 

Tubs of Tears, The War Between the Old Woman, Leonard Peltier, Dis- Mermaid, Prayer for This Land Stoltz and Grace... need we say more? 

States, Old & Fat & Drunk mantle, In a Gentle Way TAPE — $12 • CD — $16 "Voices of the New Ecology" Manly 

TAPE — $12 • CD — $17 TAPE — $12 "Turn of the Wrench" Dancing in Men, Subsidized Stumps, We Want the 

„ ^ the Dirt, Cry of the Forest, TV God, Whole Thing Back, Living on Borrowed 

Darryl Cherney No one can EXIT- 1 3 

create a campaign song as fast as Green, 

Darryl. A seasoned Earth First! activist, psychedelic "Animal" RV, I Am an Animal, Joanne Rand Joanne's strong 

his music is a campfire favorite. music that jV Building One in My City, I Saw His and versatile voice climbs and 

"Timber" Arizona Power Lines, Earth advocates GRRl$fjir Body, Timebomb, The Tree TAPE — $12 dances through her powerful songs. 

Night Action, Who Bombed Judi Bari?, monkey- ^ "At Night they Howl at the Moon — "Choosing Sides" Koyaanisqatsi, 

Which Side Are You On, He Looked a wrenching, L/VT V Environmental Songs for Kids" Gotta Give All You Have, Privileged 

Whole Lot Like Jesus TAPE— $12 vegetarianism and (wrm John Seed) Willy the Wombat, The Class, Our Children's Children, I Love It 

"They Sure Don't Make Hippies hemp legalization. Tree, We Don’t Want to Live in the Zoo TAPE — $12 • CD — $16 

Like They Used To!" Free the Dead, "Don't Spare the Green Love" TAPE — $12 • CD — $16 "Home" I'll Be Washed Away, Home, 

Spike a Tree For Jesus, We're All Dead Spare the Wrench Surrender the Earth, Blood Red, Radiation on My Wind- 

Ducks, Xerox the Money TAPE— $12 My Minds Mine, Gaia, Ecotopian PEG MlLLETT Longtime EF! shield, Eyes Like Salmon, Nobody Lays 

"I Had to Be Born This Century" Visions, Constant Persistence of activist and convicted monkey- a Hand on Me TAPE — $12 


J)«T 


Turn of the Wrench, I Saw Blood 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $16 


Time, Warrior of the Earth, TAPE — $12 


Earth First!, Mosquito Party, it's 
CAMP, Where Are We Gonna Work 
When the Trees Are Gone? TAPE — $12 


TRINKETS 

Caps 

Block harmful UV radiation and 
look damn cool doing it! 

(100% cotton, adjustable) 

Tan $12, Desert Camo $12 
Brown Forest Camo $12 
Green Forest Camo $12 

Patches 

High quality 3-inch patches for 
your daypack, jacket, or heck, 
one for your butt! 

Earth First! Fist $3 

Rubber Stamps 

Sturdy wood-block stamps made 
from unfinished scrap wood 

Earth First! Fist $5 
Earth First! Tools $5 

Silent Agitators 

Cute little 1.5-inch stickers 
good for decorating your bike, 
bulldozer or corporate office 

Earth First! Fist 30/$2 
Earth First! Tools 30/S2 
No Deal, Assholes 30/$2 

Window Stickers 

Bright 3-inch stickers good for 
all sorts of things! 

Earth First! Fist 4/$l 
No Cows 8/$l 


Annoyance, Impaled CD — $12 
"Ethos Music" Earth First!, Only 
Protest Gives a Hope of Life, Open 
Season (The Story of Hunter Slaughter), 
Anthropocentric Ecocidal Conundrum, 
Reevaluate Life! CD — $12 

Robert Hoyt Robert has 

impressed numerous audiences with 
his virtuoso guitar playing and 
home-grown lyrics. 

"Dumpster Diving Across America" 
Gasoline and Coffee, Trees, Quittin' 
Time, Hemlock Grove, Hell No, but the 
Money's Good, Why Should I Care 
TAPE— $10 • CD— $15 
"As American As You" 

Apple Pie, Red Mud, Good Americans, 

It's One of Ours, Enough, Shovelin' Mud 
NOW ON CD! TAPE— $10 • CD— $15 

Greg Keeler Goofy, intelli- 
gent, country-western parody, 
Keeler's songs poke fun at every- 
thing worth poking fun at. 
"Enquiring Minds" An Excuse to Go 
Drinkin'; House Husband Blues; 

Kinder Gentler Song; Bozeman, MT; 
Mount Graham Sam; Forest Circus; 
Planet of Morons TAPE — $9 
"Post-Modern Blues" Post-Modem 
Romance; P-U-B-L-I-C L-A-N-D-S, 
Ryegate, Montana Testicle Festival; 
Lament of the Laundromat; Swiss Army 
Beatitudes, Bunny Hell TAPE — $9 
"Bad Science Fiction" 

Cow College Calypso, Nuclear Waste Blues, 
If Bears Could Whistle, Nuclear Dioxin 
Queen, Duct Tape Psalm TAPE — $9 
"Talking Sweet Bye & Bye" There'll 
Come A Revolution, Facilitators from the 
Sky, Ski Yellowstone, Death Valley Days, 
Idaho, Little Bitty Bugs TAPE — $9 
"Songs of Fishing, Sheep and 
Guns in Montana" 

Drinkin' My Blues Away, Fossil Fuel 
Cowboy, Last Great American Cookout, 
I Call My Mama Papa TAPE— $9 


wrencher, Peg has one of the most 
beautiful voices you'll ever hear. 
"Clear Horizon" 

Living Planet, Testimony, He Looked a 
Whole Lot Like Jesus, Clear Horizon, 
Walk this Trail, Live Like a Prayer 
Tape— $12 • CD— $17 
(The CD contains all the songs from 
the tape plus 11 songs from "Gentle 
Warrior;" 25 songs in all!) 

"Gentle Warrior" Forever Wild, High 
Plateau, There is Power, What's Left of 
the West, Wild Things TAPE — $12 

Ned Mudd 

and his Rustic Band 

Ned's music is neither technically 
nor politically correct. Many of the 
songs were recorded in a burned-out 
warehouse, but they sound great! 
"Fine Time in America" 

Suburbia Blues, Gone are the Days, 
Nation of Sheep, Vacation from the 
Rest of the World TAPE — $8 

Casey Neill with inspiring, 

Earth-based lyrics and jamming 
guitar, Casey is a favorite EF! musician 
and an uncompromising EF! activist. 
"Pawprints" All My Relations, Naked 
Underneath Your Clothes, Resistance!, 
The Power, G.O.P. TAPE— $12 
"riffraff" Dancing on the Ruins (of 
Multinational Corporations), Flaming 
Arrows, Disorder, The Codfisher 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $16 

BlLL Oliver The bard of Texas 
sings witty and rollicking songs that 
delighted EF!ers for years at camp- 
fires and rallies. 

"Better Things To Do" Turtle Island, 
Champ!, Rio Grande Valley, Muir Power 
to You, Better Things to Do TAPE — $9 
"Texas Oasis" Have to Have a Habi- 
tat, Pretty Paper/Pretty Trees, Shopping 
Maul, Village Creek TAPE— $9 


"The Monkey Puzzle" (with the 
Little Big Band) Earth My Body, Wolf 
at the Door, South End Story, The 
Roaring of the Road, Song for No One 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $16 


Walkin' Jim Stoltz 

Walkin' Jim's deep, powerful voice 
and wilderness-inspired.lyrics will 
send shivers up your spine and 
launch a howl in your heart. 

"The Vision" Wild Wind, Thinking 
Like a Mountain, The Food Chain 
Song, Way Out West TAPE — $10 
"A Kid for the Wild" Manfred the 
Mopey Moose, Ain't Easy Bein' An OT 
Grizzly Bear, If I Were a Tree, Wild 
Things Need Wild Places TAPE — $9 
"Listen to the Earth" River Runnin' 
Through It, Listen to the Earth, I'm 
Goin' Back to Idaho, Montana Moon in 
the Pines, The Sacred Buffalo TAPE — $9 
"Forever Wild" The Brand New 
Grand Canyon Suite, I Walk with the 
Old Ones, Green and Growing, Wolf 
Song, Just a Part of the Sky TAPE — $9 
"Spirit Is Still On The Run" All 
Along the Great Divide, Lone Lion Runs, 
Yellowstone Tales, Lone Coyote Ways, 
The Writing on the Rock TAPE — $9 


Tree Throb and thrash to the 
passion of TREE. Their hard-core 


version of reality is sure to warp 
yours — for the better. (This tape is 


not available 
in stores at 
any price.) 
"Earth First! 
Profits Last!" 
Don't Chop 
Me Down, 
Freedom Rock, 
Squatters 
Rights, Nega- 
tive Hippie, 
Question Abuse 
TAPE— $7 




LOTS OF NEW BOOKS 


Anarchist Farm 

By Jane Doe 

Judi Bari describes it as "a fast-paced fable in the tradition 
of Orwell's Animal Farm... the addition of wild animals in 
the form of forest defenders is both hilarious and inspiring." 
192 pages — $10 

The Big Outside 

By Dave Foreman and Howie Wolke 
A description of 385 roadless areas in the lower 48 states — 
every roadless area over 100,000 acres in the West and 
50,000 in the East. Includes locations, descriptions, some 
history, threats and status of protection. 

21 maps, list of areas by size and state, 490 pages — $17 

Desert Solitaire 

By Edward Abbey 

The New York Times Book Review says, "This book may 
well seem like a ride on a bucking bronco." Nuff said. 
Nonfiction, 295 pages — $6 

Earth First! Songbook 

The first compilation of Earth First! music in seven years. 
77 songs/33 artists/Guitar Chords/Info — $10 

ECODEFENSE: 

A Field Guide to Monkeywrenching 

By Dave Forman and Bill Haywood 
The most controversial book ever printed. Buy it quick before 
it's banned in your country. Extensively revised, expanded 
third edition. Ned Ludd Books, 350 pages — $18 

The End of Nature 

By Bill McKibben 

McKibben confronts the physical and psychological implica- 
tions of the Greenhouse effect, depletion of the ozone layer, 
and the destruction of wilderness. 

Indexed, 226 pages — $12 

Ecological Resistance Movements: 
the Global Emergence of Radical 
and Popular Environmentalism 

Edited by Bron Taylor 

Essays on ecological movements; some explicitly radical in 
their tactics, and others evolved from social movements to 
take up ecological sustainability as their central objective. 
The issues, the trends among them, and their impacts and 
prospects. Referenced, 422 pages— $20 

Wrench in the New Year with the new 

Earth First! 1997 CALENDAR 

New Anniversaries! • New Photos! 

only $8 


Green Rage 

By Christopher Manes 

Manes describes the philosophy and history of EF! and other 
radical groups. He analyzes Deep Ecology and the effective- 
ness of controversial tactics like monkeywrenching. Index, 
bibliography and footnotes. 291 pages — $15 

Grizzly Years 

By Doug Peacock 

A powerful argument for the preservation of all things wild and 
the extraordinary chronicle of a man redeemed by the Ameri- 
can wilderness. Photos, 375 pages, trade paperback — $13 

The Monkeywrench Gang 

By Edward Abbey 

Join Bonnie, Doc, Seldom and the infamous Hayduke on 
an epic monkeywrenching adventure. The National 
Observers says "A sad, hilarious, exuberant, vulgar fairy 
tale... it'll make you want to go out and blow up a dam. " 
Fiction, 387 pages — $7 

Refuge 

By Terry Tempest Williams 

An unnatural story of life in the radioactive American West. 
Tempest Williams has created a masterpiece interweaving 
her mother's breast cancer and shorebirds threatened by the 
rise of the Great Salt Lake. Bird list, 304 pages — $12 

A Sand County Almanac 
with Essays on Conservation 
from Round River 

By Aldo Leopold 

Leopold takes readers with him on the road and through 
the seasons on a tour of our environment — the mountains 
and the prairies, the deserts and the coastlines — ever 
mindful of ecology and our relationship to the natural 
world. Special commemorative edition, 295 pages — $10 

Think Like a Mountain 

By John Seed, Joanna Macy, Pat Fleming, Arne Naess 
Readings, meditations, poems, rituals and workshop notes 
prepared on three continents reminding us that eco-defense 
is self-defense. Illustrated by Dailan Pugh. 128 pages — $10 

Waste of the West: 

Public Lands Ranching 

By Lynn Jacobs 

This monster of a book tells you everything you ever 
wanted to know about cows in the West. Contact list, 
statistics, 500-item bibliography, index, over 1,000 
illustrations (photos, cartoons, graphics, charts, maps). 
Large, coffee-table sized paperback, 602 pages — $28 

Wilderness on the Rocks 

By Howie Wolke 

Wolke argues that our public lands are scenic areas that 
lack ecological integrity and don't provide the necessary 
habitat for species survival. Tables, black & white photos, 
bibliography. Ned Ludd Books, 240 pages — $15 


Inch-long, highly detailed 
silver monkeywrenches 
made by a movement artist 
who melts down silverware 
she liberates from the CEOs of 
multinational corporations. 

Very stylish. 

Dangle earring — $10 each 
Post earring — $10 each 
Lapel pin/tie tack — $12 
Pendant on silver chain — $15 

BANDANAS 

Unbleached, cotton bandanas with 
slogans printed in water-based ink. 
Two designs. Can be folded to display 
one of four EF! /\ slogans 
proudly on / \ your 

forehead. 




Save 

the Wild! 

(shown here) 

Green on Unbleached — 53 
Fuck Shit Up 
Black on Green — $3 


FREE TABLOIDS! 

NEW! Earth First! Primer 

What is Earth First!? 

War on the Bear 

Global bear populations in decline! 

Kids for Konservation 

Environmental action for kids 

Voluntary Human Extinction 

Population discussion and humor 

Western Shoshone 
Defense Project 

Native support campaign 

Predators 

Large predator conservation 

Cove/Mallard 

Ecodefense of big wilderness 


I 

! EF! Merchandise Order Form 

Quantity Description 





Clip and send to: EF! Merchandise, \ 
POB 1415, Eugene, OR 97440 USA | 
Color Size Price 
































NAME 

TOTAL 

STREET (shipping 



included) 


| CITY STATE ZIP COUNTRY a 

I -SJ 

Allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. Call us at (541) 741-9191 if you haven’t received your order. Please use this form for ordering. Thanks! £| 
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The Earth First! Journal 
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earthfirst@igc.apc.org • http://www.envirolink.org/orgs/ef 


SUBSCRIBE to the Radical Environmental Journal 


... . Clip and send to 

Of the EM Journal? EARTH FIRST! JOURNAL 




Subscriptions, POB 1415 
Eugene, OR 97440 USA 

(541) 741-9191 

CD $500 Lifetime Subscription 


Don’t be the last one on your block to have 
your very own collection of Earth First! 
Journals. They are only $2 for the 90’s 
editions and $3 for the rare 80’s editions. 
Perfect for that collector in every family. 


$25 Regular Rate 


CD $35 First Class Mail: US, Canada or Mexico 


CD $15 - 20 Low Income/Non-Profit/Library CD $35 Brown Bag (First Class in a plain wrapper) 

CD $35 (US$) Surface Mail, International CD $45 (US$) Air Mail, International (no foreign checks, please) 

CD $ DONATION CD $45 Corporate or Law Enforcement Rate 


Subscriber Name 


Address 


City. 


State 


Zip 


Country 


The Earth First! Journal subscription list is confidential. If you use an alias, make sure that the post office knows that you, 
or someone, is getting mail at your address under that name or it may not be delivered. And don 't worry, we never trade lists. 
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The Earth First! Journal does Hot condemn or con- would discourage purchasing the power supply 


unit in the same town. 

Now are you getting the idea? By boycotting you 
cost this company a couple bucks here and there. By 
hyper-boycotting you cost them three grand and 
get a cool prize. 

2) Levi's 501s: Now these are my personal favor- 
ite. My brother thinks I'm weird because 1 dig a 
chump gig like this. But Levi's is a union-busting, 
planet-trashing loser. 

You have two good things if you boost 501 ’s.=-_ 
Either you have the freshest work pants in the ditch, 
or you can easily turn them into cash at any of the 
"We buy Levis 501 " joints. You can receive up to $ 1 5 
per pair but don't accept less than $7. The first 
couple pairs you can return to the store and get the 
retail price. But after a couple, knock it off because 


done any illegal activities the arguments presented here 
might encourage. Hey man , not even the whole editorial 
staff agrees with this article, but we all think it's funny 
as hell. 

by RADCON 

OOOOOUCH! HOT! DAMN CAN'T TYPE! 

OOOHEEE! Damn this keyboard's hot! That is a big 
drawback of the hyper-boycott. This fine laptop 
computer I am working on is my favorite item 
obtained in my effort to hyper-boycott the world. 

I know from traveling around that some people 
who receive this choice rag probably don't know 
what a hyper-boycott is, and some will be opposed 
to the hyper-boycott. So here is the lowdown. A 
hyper-boycott is a more effective form of the tradi- 
tional boycott.Simplychooseacompanythatneeds you are in the database, 
to be boycotted. These will only need to fit one oft Now, how to hyper-boycott 501 's: First double- 
my three easy criteria: 1) Involves currency; 2) Has\ check the store to see if it fits the strict hyper- 
a roof, wheels, window, or products; 3) Has workers. \ boycott criteria. 

Don't get too picky about who needs the hyper- \ You can work this with or without a partner. If you 
boycott because the fact is ALL businesses fuck up J have a partner follow the same steps as in the Laptop 
Gaia. (Be good now, stop rationalizing just because^ deal. 

you're scared). Your clothes are important in this gig. Wear loose 

OK, now we have established where to carry out slacks or jeans that look nice. Wear high socks and/ 
the hyper-boycott. Let's quickly discuss why. Busi- or boots. Once again, image equals success. Look 
ness is evil and is killing Gaia and us working fucks, straight. Walk in. 

Boycotts fuck up businesses. Hyper-boycotts really 
fuck up businesses. This is easy to comprehend. But 

if some fucking granola-eating, BMW-driving, TAKE THE SPIRIT OF THE 
earth yuppie accidentally picks this up in some SALVAGE RIDER LAW TO / OUR ] 

coffee shop and still denies my bold claims, I'll LCXAL MALL A lOP HyPERBO/COlTTdl^ 
tell you what any other ghetto youth would — j ""' r 

tell you: "Fuck You!" 

Now let's have fun, fun, fun 'til Radio Shack takes 
my keyboard away! This is the "HOW TO" section 
of the show. We will go through some items which 
are quick and easy to hyper-boycott and are either 
really useful or easy to turn into cash. 

1) Laptops: Like I said before, consider the crite- 
ria. Radio Shack luckily fit my ethical parameters. 

This is a team sport and will require one decoy 
who will essentially be off the hook if the shit goes 
down. You'll need to have a handy pair of small 
"side-cutters" (basically pliers that ONLY cut). Wear 
a hat to cover your hair color, preferably a baseball 
cap because every joe fucking shmoe wears one 
nowadays. If you live in hicksville, try a cowboy hat 
on for size. Just make sure all garments are appro- 
priate for running, i.e. will not fall off and pro- 
vide evidence. 

Walk in as two separate customers, further 
reducing liability for the co-conspirator. Look 
straight, both of you. I know you hippies 
hate this but just tough it out. As you ex- 
pected, the decoy must take the help to the 
other end of the store. At this point the one 
with the cutters QUICKLY walks up to the 
display laptops, eyeballs the most expensive 
one, examines the restraint devise (IMPOR- 
TANT: if restraint device has a warning, heed it 
and don't go to the next step). If the restraint is just 
a little steel cable with no plastic on it, clip it like 
a champ. Then shut the top like you own it, 
unplug the power supply and make for the door. 

Don't worry about the power supply unit — you 
can buy one later. Also just leave, do not try and 
be cute and shove the unit down your pants or 
in a bag. Play it cool and walk out, they look so 
generic no one will even think anything. Also 
don't look at the cameras in the store just look 
straight ahead. We have all seen the dipshits 
who do the "Hey, Jim Bob what's this here?" with 
the fucking camera and provide a Sears-quality 
portrait for the cops. Don't look up. Don't look 
down. The bill of your hat covers you. 

At this point the decoy should still be asking 
asinine questions of the poor sales person. Note to 
the decoy: give your buddy lots of time to make 
tracks. Then meet up later and play cards 'til dawn. 

Don't worry about weird tracking devices or secret 
codes. Once you're gone, you're gone. Although I 




Don't fuck around with browsing through the 
whole store. This especially applies to males. Head 
to the men's section, and find "your" size. If you 
wear a 32" 32" normally, grab a 3 1 " 31 " and two 32” 
32"s. Head to the dressing room. If you need a key 
don't sweat it. In fact, chatting with the workers is 
very good form. Once you're in the dressing room 
you are cool, it is unlawful to monitor customers in 
the dressing room. Put on the too-small size first 


(ooh feels sexy). Now put on the other pair (ugh... 
this hurts). Two notes on tags here — leave ALL tags 
on, including the ink warning tags (we'll deal with 
those in a minute). If they have rectangular thin 
tags or anything that says "electronic," bag it. You'll 
get nailed with the these, and that's embarrassing. 

Now you've got two pairs under your pants, cuffs 
tucked in your socks and no unnatural lumps. 
Yippee! Head for the door. Drop off the remaining 
pair on the rack, taking care to fold them so it looks 
like you had them on. If the worker approaches you 
just say, "Wow, thanks. I really dig stupid trendy 
shit clothes but I've got to get the fuck out of here 
before I get arrested. Good day." ALWAYS jam on 
the brajces at the door. Look at some item and see if 
two dorks smoke their sneaker soles trying to stop 
and look inconspicuous. If they do, go back in the 
changing room and put the jeans back — you got 
caught. 

So now you're out. Throw those two in the car and 
head to the next stop. At the end of the day you may 
have a pile of pants with stupid ink tags on them. 
Seal off the jeans from both halves of the tag with 
hard plastic cut out of a milk jug. With a steady hand 
take a sharp, small hacksaw and cut the cone half 
straight across in the lower third. Don't press, be 
gentle. If you have an electric grinder like me, seal 
it up, then grind down from thetop of thecone. You 
are just trying to get this nubbin off of a steel pin in 
there. If you get the nubbin off, you got it made. 

3) Boat Motors! "Duh? did he say boat motors?" 
Yeah, boat motors. They are good because they are 
soooooooooo easy and you can fence them your- 
self. Plus hippies can pull it off because you don't 
need to look straight. Price them cheap and get easy 
dough, price them high and get good dough. One 
thing to note is that if you price them too low, 
people will know you hyper-boycotted them. 

First, hyper-boycotters, does our local marina fit 
the necessary criteria for an ethical hyper-boycott. 
No shit? It does? 

Well, come on then! Wear a ski mask and 
camo; typical gear. Go to the marina with a pair 
of 8- to 12-inch bolt cutters (the small ones). 
Drive a car with a big trunk. Dodge Darts are 
perfect. Clip a nice big hole in the chain link 
fence. One you can walk through almost erect. 
Look out for dogs. Run to the nearest 5- to 15- 
horsepower motor (as evidenced by the big num- 
ber on the top). Clip one gas line, two steer 
steering cables, and two battery leads. You will 
see two "wingnuts." Unscrew these. Herk that 
sucker up onto your back, make like a tree and 
leave. At first only take one motor at a time, unless 
you really feel smooth. Beginners sometimes get 
cocky and stupid. 

When you get two or three stockpiled, put an ad 
in the nearest big town classified ads. People will call 
long distance for these, and usually will commit to 
the purchase over the phone. Schedule to take all of 
them in one trip for peak efficiency. Then cruise 
over and sell them. 

That's all there is to the obviously politically- 
motivated hyper-boycott. It should be applied gen- 
erously worldwide. The fewer fucking businesses 
there are, the le ss of (5aia that gets tucked up a nn the 
less of us get walked on . Alwa ys rpmpmhpi- t n hav e- 
f un. If you have ethical problems with the hyper- 


boycott, take a look inside yourself because you r 
ethics are kill ing the rest of us. ^ 
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Warner 


by John Green 

It was an end befitting the weird circumstances in which the Warner Creek 
campaign was born. Warner Creek was riddled with twisted irony from start to 
finish and presents a microcosm of what passes for natural resource manage- 
ment in this country, management that encourages and causes fires by logging, 
and then decides it must log to prevent fires. Management that spends three 
years and millions of dollars to receive — and then ignore — public input. 
Management that conjures up a Warner Fire Recovery Environmental Impact 
^Stat em e nt t haHaijs to consider what caused the fire in the first place^ 


& THE 


So it was fitting thaton August lb, the Forest Service invaded Cascadia Free 
State on the Oakridge district of the Willamette National Forest and smashed 
up the Warner Creek blockade after they had reached agreement with Thomas 
Creek Lumber to buy back the Warner North sale. It was an incredible waste of 
energy. The stated reason for the raid was that the five blocked miles of FS Road 
2408 had to be opened so that berry pickers could, well, pick berries. It was the 
most twisted example of Freddie law e nforcement a ction we've ever heard of 

If only the Forest Service had informed tartn Hrstlers and Cascadia Forest 
Defenders camped on the road for the last 11 months that a deal had been 
reached, the activists would have departed. Rumors had flown for several weeks 
that a deal to buy back Warner North was in the works. The Forest Service even 
told a local reporter the deal had been signed, only to deny it the next day. 

So on the morning of the 16th, Forest Service law enforcement officers and 
Lane County sheriff's deputies snuck through some old Hatfield clearcuts and 
down Bunchgrass Ridge to the blockade on FS Road 240 8. Activists cam ping at 
the l ower blockade were tak en by sur prise; n o one had time to locFdown. The 
Freddies announced that aTTosuTe had been placed on theToad arid a quarter- 
mile strip of forest on each side. The campers were unceremoniously told to 
leave or they would be arrested. 

T he main blockade, however, was a different story. The Freddies found three 
women locked down and blocking the roa d j The three — Raven, Madrone and 


Hemlock — refused to unlock" unti l 
shown written proof that Warner 
NortFT was indeed "pfotectedy Such 
proof was not forthcoming (it took 
another week), so the four held on 
through the day. They unlocked only 
when it became apparent that the 
Forest Service was prepared to build a 
road around them, if necessary, to get 
— those berry pickers in. 

In the meantime, about a dozen 
activists had gained access to the clo- 
sure area through the forest, where 
the Forest Service fears to tread. When 
the Freddies started to get rough with 
the locked-down women, one noble 
soul leapt onto the road from a low 
esc arpment abo ve the blockacJerTm? 
7'startled officers of the law attacked 
I him, and when he had been sub- 
dued, proceeded to yank his hand- 
cuffed arms up behind his back, break- 
ing his elbow. 

Raven, Hemlock and Madrone held 
up road repairs for the whole day 
while being harassed and deprived of 
food and water. Late in the afternoon, 
the Freddies told them they were pre- 
pared to start falling old-growth trees 
for the new detour if the women 
didn't move. Faced with this dilemma, 
the three decided to unlock. 

It took a surprisingly short time for 
the bulldozer and road grader to fill 
the ditches and shove aside the other 
obstacles left by persons unknown 
over the previous year. As the dozer 
moved up 2408, an activist known as 
Lupine jumped onto the road, shoved 
her hand into a large stone wall, and 
announced to the Freddies that she 
was locked down. Rather than pull 
on her arm to see if she might be 
telling a little white lie, the once- 
again-startled officers of the law dis- 
mantled the wall to extricate her 

not-locked-down hand. 

* * * 

The ironies abound. For nearly a 
year, the Forest Service was mystified 
by activists' determination to defend 
Warner North. The sale was tiny any- 
way — less than half a million board 
feet, repeated the coyly incredulous 


LS 


Sour Grapes 
Raid 

Freds. What they failed to mention was that this was the first cut o ffered_in_ jthe 
19 million-board-foot Warner Fire Recovery Project. We began our defense 
where they began their attack. 

And in the end, for Warner North anyway, we won at least a partial victory. 
The road was held for the better part of a year, galvanized public opinion on the 
issue of salvage logging and proved again the power of direct action. 

The Forest Service says it will walk away from the north side of the Warner 
burn. It is in a Late Successional Reserve, for what it's worth. The south side 
could prove to be a different story. The Freddies have planned really huge sales 
there. If Warner North is any indication, they will encounter huge resistance 
The proposal to turn the entire burn and surrounding area into a Research 
atural Area is still out there, and rumor has it that it's gaining support withi 
the Forest Service. 

On September 6, a couple of dozen activists gathered at the upper end of F 
2408 (a place none thought they'd ever drive to again) for a celebration of th 
one-year anniversary of the blockade. It was a small, quiet celeb ration, quite 
fitting the surroundings and the circumstances of our modest victory. 

The Forest Service has been left trying toexplain their actions to an increas- 
ingly incredulous public. They now appear to be a weak, vengeful agency, 
attacking activists engaged in civil disobedience to take out a year's worth of 
frustration. The Freddies wasted time, effort and taxpayers' money dismantling 
a blockade that no longer protected anything, while refusing to confirm that 
the protesters were locked down to prevent logging in a timber sale which had 
already been bought back. 

The Forest Service still savs it will move ahead with the Warner South sale nex 
year. Th is will provoke protests and probably lawsuits, but in the event the Freddies 
try to say the Salvage Rider still applies, EF! and Cascadia Forest Defenders will take 
to the woods and to the roads, if necessary, to stop the Warner South sale. 

For the latest on Warner Creek, call SWEF! at (541) 343-7305. Donations can 
be sent to SWEF! at POB 10384) Eugene, OR 97440. 
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photos by Jonathon Paul 

This summer, activists flocked to the wild 
Siskiyous in southern Oregon to defend the 
Kangaroo Roadless Area from its most recent 
assault by the Forest Service: the China Left 
Timber Sale. 



On the morning of August 12, loggers and Freddies encountered 
the ol' arm-in-the-barrel routine on the main road into the area. 
The two locked-down people held their positions until nightfall, 
when they were arrested and swept away. Further up the road, a 
first-ever galvanized steel tripod housed a sitter who descended 
when law enforcement threatened to topple the device. 


The Final Days of the China Left Blockade 



Early in August, this 16-year-old woman 
single-handedly closed a spur road which lead 
into four logging units. The Freddies kicked out 
the support for her lockbox, jeopardizing her 
limbs and forcing her to lie face down until 
being removed hours later. 


The Sucker Creek Free State was established on a spur which led to twelve cutting units. 
Construction of the main blockade began July 4, and by the time the Freddies raided on 
August 13, the fortress was fortified with a human-and-concrete wall. Throughout the day, 
the ecowarriors valiantly and stubbornly refused to unlock. Much machismo and a whole- 

heap-of-work later, they were cut free and arrested. 





Once all human obstacles were removed, a 
bulldozer razed the multitude of road 
impediments in the former free state. The 
path was then clear for Rough and Ready 
Lumber Company to enter and log, log, log. 


To get involved with further ac- 
tions in the Siskiyous, contact the 
Siskiyou Forest Defenders at POB 
400, Williams, OR 97544; 
(541) 732-3101. 


in this bioregion have been spread thin 
and run ragged. I was finding it easier to 
feel desperate than effective. This ac- 
tion was tha antidote for the self-defeat- 
ing doldrums. Our hunger strike was 
effective in accelerating lagging nego- 
tiations between the J ustice Department, 
the Forest Service and Thomas Creek 
Lumber Company, because it kept our 
issue in the media every day. Plus, the 
Clinton administration recoils at social 
unrest among people they consider to 
be their constituency, and the Forest 
Service does not want media martyrs. 

The bonus is: We won! We didn't 
have to die in jail, after all. Our lawyers 
brought us signed papers from the Jus- 
tice Department on the fifth day. We 
changed our names from "Thorn," 
"Giardia" and "Lala" back to our given 
names, and our captors let us go. 

The arraignment "riot, " as it was called 
by the corporate media, was quicksilver 
proof of the alchemy that a tight com- 
munity can create. With this action, I 
realized that in building the Warner 
Blockade, we inadvertently built some- 
thing much more permanent and 
solid — us. 


by Leslie Hemstreet 

Three days after the relatively instan- 
taneous and anti-climactic demise of 
the Warner Creek Blockade, over 200 
people rallied in front of the US Forest 
Service office in Eugene, Oregon. We 
then marched to the arraignment ofthe 
four women who had locked down for 
Warner and had been hunger striking 
since their incarceration. Several of us 
arrived early and stood waiting like 
livestock, IDs in hand, because we 
wanted to be among the 30 people who 
were supposed to be able to attend the 
arraignment. 

But when the protest came swelling 
up the stairs into the jailhouse lobby, 
the judge sent us a message: Only one 
person from the campaign would be 
allowed into the arraignment. The crowd 
roared in disgust. Before the noise had 
completely died down, the lieutenant 
informed us that not even one of us 
would be allowed in. 

We just weren't having that. Our 
friends had been arrested virtually in 
private. The only two reporters who 
had the huevos to sneak into the closure 
were arrested and thrown in jail, all of 
their notes and equipment confiscated. 
We could not allow their legal proceed- 
ings to go on in private as well. That 


SUPPORT YOUR 
“ROADPECKER” LOCAL! 

While we’d like to find a rich 
benefactor or two, in the meantime 
we’ll peddle t-shirts! 

“Roadpecker” (olive, natural) 
t-shirt $12 (postage paid) 

Cascadia Forest 

Defenders. 
POB 11122, 
Eugene, OR, 
97440; 
e.mail: 

mickey@efn.org 
We ain’t no 
501 (c)3, so 
buy our stuff 
to keep us in 
* nd 




would've been too much unconstitu- 
tionality for one week. 

The group got percussive. Some of us 
used the walls, some used our bodies 
and some even used the metal detector 
as a drum. After about half an hour of 
trying to talk our way in, the tension 
was thick enough to asphyxiate Gandhi. 
Without a consensus meeting or even a 
discussion, we started streaming in past 
the metal detector. We could only cram 
about 60 people in the courtroom foyer, 
but at least we had one less barrier 
between us and the arraignment. 

We all sat down; the situation was 
calm. The sheriffs apparently planned 
to outwait us until we left and not arrest 
anyone. A plan to swarm through the 
locked doors the next time they opened 
got whispered around the crowd. Every- 
one got up to dance and be ready to get 
one step closer to the arraignment. 
People started moshing, the drum beat 
intensified and one guy misplaced his 
anger at an inch-thick screened jail win- 
dow. As the cops looked on, he punched 
the glass about five times before it fi- 
nally broke. I had enough time to ask 
myself, "Am I gonna have to tackle this 
idiot before he sprays his friends with 
broken glass?" before the cops even 
reacted. They wrestled with him and he 
, got awav. Nobody in our community 
knew him well, bu t wewere re p resented 
Jn thp rn priia by his actions. v 


" The group sat down chanting, "No 
Violence!" Our wish didn't come true 
though. The cops came out in full force, 
shocking people with tazer guns. Soon 
after, they started picking people up by 
the hair and dragging us through the 
broken glass. They didn't need to haul 
us very far to get a Polaroid and throw us 
in the holding tank. 

Most of us had tossed our IDs out to 
one quick- thinking activist at the sit-in. 
As we were being dragged down the 
hall, I kept hearing, "No walk. No talk. 
No sign. No dine." In sum, 39 people 
were arrested. 

As all the women came into the hold- 
ing tank, we discussed staying in and 
hunger-striking until the agreement for 


Warner Creek was signed and delivered. 
Out of the original 39, many were 
printed, identified and kicked out. Of 
those who remained, three of us, 
women, hung on till the bile-bitter 
end — five days of hunger striking. If you 
count the time of the original four 
women, it was an eight-day tag-team 
hunger strike. 

The longer we remained incarcerated, 
the more evidence of our effectiveness 
began to ooze in. We were being con- 
tinuously harassed by way of orders 
from the head jailer — just petty little 
annoyances like being dragged out of 
bed at 3:30 am to see if we'd give our 
names to the custody referee; being put 
in maximum security with only one 
hour a day out of our cells to use the 
phone or shower; being issued clothes 
two sizes too small; being denied a pil- 
low; getting the trays of animal-riddled, 
pesticide-dosed food put next to our 
heads even though we'd politely re- 
fused the meal. And, how could I forget 
being denied a nurse for hours when I 
was sick and vomiting bile? 

In this summer of triage environmen- 
tal activism, the defenders of the forests 
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Marineland Targeted 

Activists Invade Canadian Wildlife Park 


by Paloma, Sea Defense Alliance 

Spawned by an informal conference on marine captivity, a demonstration at 
Canada's Marineland on September 1 resulted in six arrests. One hundred 
activists from 23 countries turned out, as did police after being tipped off that 
animal rights activists would try to enter the park and disrupt the aquatic 
shows. Marineland security mysteriously were able to identify and boot almost 
all of the disguised activists on park property. One protester was manhandled 
and restrained by the police while a Marineland lackey got in a couple of jabs. 

Firefighters had to cut free two protesters who locked themselves to park 
gates while others shouted for the release of whales and dolphins from the 
amusement park. Protesters stood on city property opposite the chalk line 
marking Marineland property. They waved flags from their respective countries, 
carried signs, banners, and a large inflated plastic orca and urged motorists to 
honk in support. 

Marineland is ah amusement park in Niagara Falls, Ontario, that keeps 
captive orcas, dolphins and hundreds of other animals, including deer, black 
bears, sea lions, seals, reindeer and bison. They live in barren environments and 
many have health problems that do not appear to be getting even minimal 
attention. While touring the facility, activists discovered a bear dead in the 
compound it shared with 32 other mangy, half-starved bears begging in murky 
waters for small marshmallows thrown by tourists. 

Marineland is gaining a reputation for its mistreatment of wildlife. For 
instance, of the ten bottlenose dolphins the park housed in 1989, only three 
males have survived. Ignoring this high mortality rate, Marineland is now 
looking to import females to start a breeding program with their ailing males. 
One male died in solitary confinement after years in a small dark tank where his 
decrepit condition was hidden from public view. That same death tank now 
contains two young orcas separated prematurely from their mothers who are 
forced to perform in another area. In all likelihood, the whales are unaware of 
each other's location. 

A new four-million-gallon tank — reportedly to be used for orca breeding — is 
in preliminary stages of construction at Marineland. With orcas worth an 
estimated million dollars each, captive breeding is lucrative business. 

The condition of the park's male orca, Kandu, is desperate. He floats motionless 
for hours on end at the surface of his tiny holding tank, not swimming or 



diving. The result is an 
exposed, air-burned back. 

Activists fear he may not 
live much longer in 
these conditions and 
are fighting for his 
release and the 
release of his fellow 
prisoners. 

There is no 
agency in Canada 
to oversee the care 
and condition of 
Marineland's many 
animals. Animals live 
and die at Marineland's 
whim without govern 
mental interference. 

Marineland owner John Holer 
has steadfastly refused to talk with 
protest groups. He has singled out and threatened the 

lives of female protesters in the past. While protesters leafleted the park exit and 
Marineland staff waved "keep moving" signs to cars leaving the parking lot, 
Holer attempted to run down a woman with his truck and succeeded in striking 
her. As she was being taken away in an ambulance with an injured shoulder. 
Holer sat in his truck surrounded by his hired men and laughed. Police were 
reluctant to prosecute him claiming that he is an upstanding citizen. 

Protests will continue outside of Marineland and your help is needed. 

To request legislation which would oversee animals in zoos and aquariums in 
Ontario, write The Honorable Robert Runciman, Solicitor General of Ontario, 
175 Bloor Street East, Suite 400, North Tower, Toronto, ONT, Canada M4W 3R8. 
Write Mayor Wayne Thompson, City of Niagara Falls, 4310 Queen Street, 
Niagara Falls, ONT, Canada L2E 6X5, and tell him that you are boycotting 
Niagara Falls until the dolphins, orcas and other animals are released from their 
confinement in Marineland. 




The Nalgene Rabbit Restrainer™ 


by Chris O'Riley 

If you've engaged in 
any kind of outdoor ac- 
tivity, you've probably 
heard of Nalgene water 
bottles. These plastic 
bottles come in a vari- 
ety of sizes and are 
known for their dura- 
bility and airtightness, 
important factors in 
camping, hiking or ski- 
ing. For these reasons, 

Nalgene water bottles 
have become very 
popular and are sold in 
j ust about any store that 
sells backpacking and 
outdoor sporting equip- 
ment. Nalgene is mar- 
keted to environmen- 
tally minded folks 
through such tactics as 
placing the pictures of 
mountain lions or wolves on some of its bottles. 
However, most people are unaware of the literal 
skeletons in Nalgene's closet. 

Contrary to popular belief, Nalgene is not a small 
"back to nature" water bottle company. Nalgene is 
a trade name for the Nalge Company, which is in 
turn a subsidiary of Sybron International Corpora- 
tion. The Nalge Company specializes in manufac- 
turing laboratory equipment of all types and is one 
of the main suppliers of such equipment in both 
the United States and Europe. Their products in- 
clude a complete line of devices used for experi- 
menting on live animals in medical research and 
cosmetic testing. Nalge's product line includes 


vivisection boards for cutting open live mice and 
rats, and restrainers that confine rabbits while 
chemicals are placed in their eyes during the infa- 
mous Draize test. The rabbit restrainers are touted 
by Nalge as protecting the animals, as they fre- 
quently break their backs in their futile efforts to 
avoid the pain they are being subjected to. 

Because the Nalge Company manufactures these 
animal experimentation devices that inflict untold 
suffering on defenseless animals and at the same 
time tries to pass off its water bottles as being 
environmentally friendly. Rocky Mountain Animal 
Defense (RMAD) has initiated a boycott. With your 
assistance we can make this a successful campaign! 


How to Help 
Boycott Nalgene: 

• Boycott all Nalgene products. Several 
good alternative bottles exist. 

• Write or call Nalge and Sybron and 
express your feelings about how they 
treat animals. 

• Send any Nalgene products back to 
the company, and ask for a refund [Ed. 
note — The EF!J editorial staff urges consum- 
ers rnt to replace bottles by purchasing new 
plastic products. Just cover the old ones with 
anti-vivesection stickers or reuse bottles out 
of the dumpster.) 

• Ask your local camping stores to drop 
the Nalgene line. 

• Spread the word! Contact RMAD for 
more information and for flyers to post. 

• Write letters to: David Della Penta, 
President, Nalge Company, POB 20365, 
Rochester, NY 14602; (716) 586-8800, 
fax (716) 586-3294; and 

K.F. Yontz, President and CEO, Sybron 
International Corporation, 411 E. Wis- 
consin Ave., Milwaukee, WI 53202, 
(414) 274-6600, fax (414) 274-6561. 

• For more information contact Rocky 
Mountain Animal Defense, Chris 
O'Riley, 2525 Arapaho, #E4-335, Boul- 
der, CO 80302; (303) 449-4422; http// 
www.envirolink.org/orgs/rmad. 
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by Darryl Echt 

Idaho Coalition United for Bears (I-CUB) has 
succeeded in gaining enough petition signatures to 
put Proposition 2 on the state ballot this November. 
If voted into law, Proposition 2 will ban spring bear 
hunting and eliminate use of hounds and baiting in 
the fall season. It's the first step towards bear protec- 
tion in Idaho, but it falls shy of mandating — or even 
advocating — adequate protection for the great bruin. 

What Proposition 2 Doesn't Cover 

Proposition 2 does not abolish or even restrict fall 
bear hunting. In fact, I-CUB spokespeople endorse 
an expanded fall hunt and a doubled bag limit (from 
one bear to two per hunter) to compensate for the 
loss of the spring season. Bill London, a northern 
Idaho I-CUB representative, consistently points to 
Colorado as an example of why hunters should vote 
in favor of Proposition 2: The number of bears 
legally slaughtered has actually increased since the 
institution of identical legislation there. 

Unlike Initiative 655, on the ballot in Washing- 
ton this year, and Measure 18, passed by Oregon 
voters in 1994, 1-CUB's Proposition 2 fails to address 
other predators hunted by the same heinous meth- 
ods they oppose in bear hunting. In Idaho, this 
includes mountain lions, felis concolor, an estimated 
540 of which were legally shot there in 
1994. In town meetings and newspaper 
editorials, 1-CUB continually reassures the 
hunting public: "We will not come after 
other hunting practices. This is it." They 
even offered to drop the initiative if Idaho 
Fish and Game promised to outlaw only 
one of the three practices they find objec- 
tionable. For obvious political reasons, 
they will tell you: "We are not opposed to 
hunting bear in general." Certainly some 
I-CUB members condemn all bear hunt- 
ing, but those voices are essentially sty- 
mied by the message the organization is 
using to sell its propaganda to the public. 

A Common Enemy 

Idaho Fish and Game, the agency 
responsible for managing statewide 
bear populations, is unable to give the 
public a consistent figure on annual 
bear "harvests." Agency biologists 
widely disagree on the death toll: In 
1994 either 1,250 or 2,550 black bears 
were killed by state sanctioned hunt- 
ers, depending on who you ask. 

Population numbers are equally unreli- 
able. Ursus americanus can be a difficult 
species to calculate. With this deficit in 
dependable data, Idaho Fish and Game is 
incapable of making valid assurances about 
local, regional or bioregional populations, 
yet they continue to issue tags to hunters 
each spring and fall. There is no indication 
that the agency is even managing for spe- 
cies viability. Calling this mismanagement 
would be a gross understatement — it's a 
piecemeal prescription for extinction. 

Political Reality or Wish-Wash? 

What I-CUB and wildlife advocates have 
neglected to ask is this: Why are we sup- 
porting any bear hunting in Idaho? Why, 
indeed, are we supporting predator hunt- 
ing to any degree? 

Grizzly bears have been effectively wiped 
out of the state. Gray wolves also have 
been eradicated. We now pour gobs of tax 
money into inefficient and biologically 
and ethically questionable "recovery" 
projects to reintroduce them to their home 
range — a home we inhospitably kicked 
them out of. Populations of lynx, bobcat 
and wolverine are plummeting swiftly. 

Animal Damage Control, ranchers and 
other zealots are hell-bent on eradicating 
coyote and other predators designated as 
varmints. We are wielding a dangerously 
sharp double-edged sword — celebrating 


the expunction of species then clawing to bring 
them back into hostile territory. 

Black bear and mountain lion are hunted for 
sport. Whether it's species-ism, cowardice or ma- 
chismo that spawns it, the act is trophy hunting and 
"subsistence" hunting arguments are mere rational- 
izations. Many of the predators killed legally in 
Idaho are taken by out-of-state and out-of-country 
customers of big game outfitters. They do not go 
to the mouths of hungry babes, as pro-hunting 
groups such as the Sportsman's Heritage would 
have the public believe. They become $5,000 
rugs or stuffed and mounted testimony to some 
urban eunuch's manhood. 

Lynn Fritchman, director of I-CUB, and the 
plethora of activists who pounded the pavement to 
collect those petition signatures are decent people 
fighting to extinguish three particularly gruesome 
bear hunting tactics. They have certainly taken 
their share of beatings from the pro-hunting com- 
munity — from verbal threats to physical intimida- 
tion, and at least one incident of a home invasion. 
While I do not wish to belittle their efforts, we 
cannot afford to ignore the fact that their vision is 
too narrow to encompass the kind of comprehen- 
sive "management" changes essential to protecting 
the black bear in Idaho. They are playing safely, and 
perhaps necessarily, in the arena of political reality. 


It is our obligation to push the issue of predator 
protection onto the table. We cannot simply vote in 
favor of Proposition 2 and assume we have done our 
part in defending the bruin from this blight called 
humanity. We have to talk about banning all preda- 
tor hunting and eliminating trapping. We have to 
talk about education and the protection and resto- 
ration of habitat. As the self-professed radicals on 
the spectrum, we are charged with picking up where 
I-CUB falls short — in Idaho Fish and Game offices, 
in the public and legislative arenas, and perhaps 
most imminently, in the field. 

What You Should Do 

• Contact Idaho Fish and Game Commission at PO 
Box 25, Boise, ID 83707; (208)334-3700. Tell them 
you oppose all predator hunting. 

• Support organizations furthering holistic 
protection for predators, such as Predator 
Project, POB 6733, Bozeman, MT 59771; 
(406)587-3389; predproj@avicom.net; 
www.wildrockies.org/predproj. 

• Go to Idaho and sabotage a black bear or moun- 
tain lion hunt! Fall bear season extends from Sep- 
tember 15 until September 30 or October 31 de- 
pending on the area. Mountain lion season also 
begins on September 15 and lasts until February or 
March depending on the area. 


/vou KNow,m sick oF living tfEttEf 
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SUBDIVIDE AND CONQUER! 

Get your piece of the last available Columbia Gorge old-growth oak forest now, before it’s too late! 

Lots: 10-28 acres — some of nature's finest lie beckoning. • Choose from: Riversong, Elkland, Oakarie, Savannah, and others... 

Build your house of dreams among “giant” oaks, nestled beside the wildflower wonderland: The Tom McCall Preserve 
Watch elk cruise by your window. • Get territorial! • All yours now, just 100 grand or so (house not included). 


If this kind of raw land speculation, 
draped with sickening sales eco-speak 
offends you; if you know damn well 
that subdivision (and development) of 
our wild lands is no good for giant 
oaks, elk, biodiversity, or for that mat- 
ter, any other thing wild, natural and 
free, confront developer Daniel Dancer 
and his "Rowena Wilds Estates." Pin 
him down and hold on tight — he may 
be as slick as his real estate ads. Search 
for the truth! Then, tell him to go 
develop in Hell! 

Daniel Dancer, self-proclaimed envi- 
ronmental activist and photographer, 
says he bought Rowena Wilds, a piece 
of land on the Oregon side of the 
Columbia Gorge, to save it but is now 
running out of money and "must" 
subdivide and develop. Documents at 
the Wasco County Courthouse refute 
this. These documents show that a 
contractual agreementfor $375,000 was 
made with the previous landowner May 
21, 1996 — fifteen days after the county 
gave his development proposal ap- 
proval. He apparently made no signifi- 
cant investment, other than greasing 
the permitting process, until his pro- 
posal had received the go-ahead. 

When pressed about the issues and 
the large profits involved, Dancer says 
he may form a land trust. Odds are that 
his profits from Rowena Wilds Estates 
will be rolled over into other land deals 
to "save" other lands by subdivision 
and development. He could commence 
with a land trust, or for the price of 
several lots, he could recoup his invest- 
ment and preserve the rest. 

Dancer says he asked the Forest Ser- 
vice, The Nature Conservancy and the 


Trust for Public Land to "save" him 
from having to develop Rowena Wilds. 
Maybe so, but a simple request will 
never move these or any other acquisi- 
tion entities to action. He never re- 
quested aid from local conservation- 
ists. Upon chance discovery of his plans, 
locals offered to help find develop- 
ment alternatives, but his response was 
that of a typical developer: foul and 
accusatory language, with assertions 
that being a "purist" wouldn't save 
Rowena Wilds. Dancer developed a 
slick slideshow and presented it to the 
planning commission to sell his devel- 
opment to Wasco County. He even 
used the presence of native artifacts on 
the property as a selling point! If he was 
sincere about preserving this land, he 
could have hit the road with his 
slideshow looking for support and 
money. The history of land preserva- 
tion has always involved attitude, for- 
titude, hard work, passion, persever- 
ance, and above all, the ability to put 
one's financial self-interest aside. 

Dancer says not to worry, though, 
his development is different: a new 
age, earth-friendly eco-village, com- 
plete with protective covenant! 

It is doubtful that any protective cov- 
enant will hold up past the first genera- 
tion of homeowners. Protective cov- 
enants endure only as long as there is 
interest in enforcing them. A protec- 
tive covenant at Rowena Wilds is just 
more hype to sell a bad development to 
wide-eyed local government and 
sleepy-eyed environmentalists. There 
are plenty of examples of this in the 
mid-Columbia Gorge. 

It is doubtful that miles of roads, 


driveways, and their noisy, pollution- 
belching vehicles will be in harmony 
at Rowena Wilds. And don't forget the 
motorbikes, lawnmowers, leafblowers, 
chainsaws, weedeaters, and so on, that 
will come. 

It is doubtful that the giant oaks will 
survive the new hydrological regime 
that development will bring. We need 
only to look to the valley oaks of Cali- 
fornia to find examples. 

It is doubtful that more dogs and cats 
chasing, harassing and killing wildlife 
will be in harmony at Rowena Wilds. 
Albeit Dancer has a covenant limiting 
canines and felines to two each per 
family. 

And yes, it is doubtful that too many 
of Rowena Wilds' buyers, their energy- 
gobbling homes and all their enlight- 
ened aura will be earth-friendly, living 
in harmony in the Gorge's new "eco- 
village" at Rowena Wilds Estates. 

Dancer says that once upon a time 
worse things were planned for this 
land. He talks about stumbling upon 
Rowena Wilds and finding a sign de- 
picting a development of 21 proposed 
home sites. He doesn't mention that 
this development fell through because 
of inadequate ground water and finan- 
cial support. But even if it hadn't, its 
cluster development and open space 
would have been preferable to Dancer's 
planned ranchettes. When local con- 
servationists asked Dancer to consider 
cluster development, he said he 
wouldn't get adequate return, and be- 
sides, the new homeowners wouldn't 
have a view. 

Dancer says he is a strong environ- 
mentalist, but a livelihood must come 


first. He says he would like to protect 
Rowena Wilds himself and really 
doesn't feel comfortable with this de- 
velopment thing, but just can't afford 
not to. He has a lively enviro-photo- 
journalism business. He has received 
environmental foundation money 
from the Fund for Wild Nature as well. 
He owns and lives in a Gorge bluff 
mansion with a market value of 
$625,000. Could his finances be so 
bad? 

The White Salmon Enterprise reported 
that officers of the Columbia Gorge 
Audubon Society (then including 
Dancer, and his pal Jay Letto) met with 
a developer who was planning a large 
housing subdivision along the White 
Salmon National Scenic River on the 
Washington side of the Gorge. Later 
they attempted to discourage Audubon 
from appealing the development. The 
newspaper didn't report all the facts of 
the matter, but we do know the subdi- 
vision was finally defeated by Audubon 
after Dancer and Letto had moved on — 
after receiving a vote of "no confi- 
dence" from the board. 

Since then, Dancer and Letto have 
formed a new "environmental" group, 
the Central Cascades Alliance, where 
they serve as president and vice-presi- 
dent. Letto recently wrote a letter to 
the local paper defending the develop- 
ment and condemning other conser- 
vationists for testifying at the planning 
commission hearing against it. 

The Lyle Point development contro- 
versy rages on and some of you may 
remember that Dancer was on the front 
lines working to stop developer Henry 
Spencer. [See EF!J, Mabon, 1994.] He 
participated in protests, wrote scath- 
ing press releases and voted to file 
lawsuits. He even erected his tipi on 
the point in defiance of Klickitat County 
and private property. He documented 
the whole event with his camera and 
sold the pictures for profit. Now, across 
the Columbia, overlooking Lyle Point, 
he "plots" out his own development 
schemes. The similarities between 
Dancer and Spencer are striking — each 
saying: "It could be worse," and, "If 
you don't like it, buy me out!" — each 
making enormous profits; each calling 
themselves "environmentalists." 

Put simply, Rowena Wilds Estates is 
Columbia River Gorge land specula- 
tion. It is scandalous; it will further 
chop up our precious rural lands; it will 
destroy unique, irreplaceable wildlands 
(how many 500 to 800-year-old oaks 
are left on this planet?); it will en- 
croach on already protected areas; it 
will create an exclusionary, elite hu- 
man habitat; and it will further alien- 
ate environmentalists from much 
needed public support. 

For the sake of the giant oaks contact 
Daniel Dancer at POB 102, Underwood, 
WA 98651; (509) 493-1757 and ask 
him to hold off selling lots until con- 
servationists can arrange to buy him 
out (at cost). Final approval for two of 
the three phases of development has 
been given so please hurry! There 
doesn't seem to be any other way to 
stop the development at this stage. 

This article was submitted by the Gorge 
Citizens for Environmental Ethics, Mosier, 
OR 97040. 
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Octoberfest: A Time to Pay Back Willamette Industries 


by Andrew Bamsa George 

It has been said that the Appalachian people were 
forgotten by history. That they have long been the 
focus of keen ruling-class attentions, of strenuous 
deception, repression and exploitation, is what most 
institutions fail to remember. Their poverty is not a 
natural or inevitable condition nor a reflection of their 
own lack of effort. When masses of people labor so 
hard and end up with so little at such cost to their own 
well-being, while so much is accumulated by a privi- 
leged few, it is time to direct our critical attention to 
the corporations that systematically impoverish them. 

Willamette Industries Inc., of Portland, Oregon, 
proposes to build another high-capacity chip mill in 
the foothills of the Blue Ridge in the small rural 
community of Union Mills, North Carolina. This 
forestry giant is infamous for mowing down the oldest 
trees in Oregon, Millennium Grove; for discharging 
toxic black liquor on Johnsonburg, Pennsylvania; for 
coating Malvern, Arkansas with volatile organic com- 
pounds; for unfair labor practices and unsafe working 
conditions; for coast to coast clearcutting, etc. Now it 
has set its sights on the regenerating hardwood forests 
of the southern Appalachians. Willamette’s proposed 
chip mill will grind up an 80-year-old oak in just eight 
seconds, and their corporation would destroy the 
landscape and the quality of life and of this peaceful 
region in a matter of a few short years. 

Serious attention has been paid to the battle to 
preserve North America's last great western forests by 
activists from east and west. Now, much of Appalachia's 
forests, recovering from heavy cutting and high-grad- 
ing during the early 1900s have again become the 
target of multinational companies like Willamette. 
This time around the forests are falling for wood chips 
and wood pulp to feed the growing global pulp and 


paper industry. Southeastern environmental groups 
have begun to ask for campaign support from activists 
in the West. 

Willamette's southbound journey has already met 
with resistance. Last July, 800 folks protested the 
proposed chip mill in Union Mills. The event drew 
many Rutherford County residents and activists from 
Alabama, South Carolina, Pennsylvania, Georgia, Ken- 
tucky, Indiana, Tennessee and Montana. The message 
was clear: Willamette, YOU WILL NOT EXPLOIT US! 

If for some reason Willamette did not hear this 
message from the rally participants, they'll be hearing 
it in October from a bigger, broader and louder audi- 
ence as we prepare a corporate fall (literally) campaign 
to achieve our goal of stopping this chip mill. A 
national day of action against Willamette Industries is 
planned at any and all of their offices, mills and 
associated facilities on Monday, October 14, 1996. 
Already, groups of concerned citizens from different 
regions of the country are organizing to strike respec- 
tive Willamette targets across the country. The intent 
is to cripple Willamette's corporate image by staging 
demonstrations, civil disobedience, banner hangings, 
press conferences, street theater, etc. 

This day of reckoning for Willamette Industries' 
dismal record of mill pollution, corporate callousness, 
forest destruction and other violations of natural law 
is organized by a coalition of environmental groups 
that has evolved in the southeast to halt the chip mill 
invasion. The focus on Willamette is part of a larger 
campaign addressing the impacts of the pulp and 
paper industry on forests and human communities. 
WHAT YOU CAN DO! 

Please join us in the effort to stop Willamette's 
proposed chip mill as well as the campaign to protect 
hardwood forests in the east. Call attention to this 
issue at your next meeting. Find the closest Willamette 



This famous photo is of a Willamette Industries truck hauling 
away the spoils of their pillage from the Soda Creek Drainage on 
the Willamette National Forest in western Oregon. 


facility in your area and be there October 14. 

An old saying goes like this: "People make history, 
but seldom under conditions of their own choosing!" 
Help stop Willamette Industries' plan to turn the 
southeast into a third world colony. 

If you can help in the campaign contact Lenny (the Little 
White Man Who Never Sleeps) Kohm at (910) 877-1551 
or Jake (the Big White Guy Who Always Snores) Kreilick at 
the Native Forest Network, (406) 5 42-7343. 



GREENPEACE 

Executes Bannerhang 


Activist “hung" from a fishing trawler, to kick of Greenpeace's campaign to ban factory fishing 


continued from page 1 

Japanese investors." On August 16, Greenpeace "impounded" several trawlers. The 
vessels were docked at Pier 91 in Seattle and were preparing to leave for the North 
Pacific fishery off the coast of Alaska to begin this season's overfishing. 

The action was underway hours before it hit the surface. Greenpeace divers chained 
the propellers of five US factory trawlers owned by American Seafoods, a wholly 
owned subsidiary of Resource Group International, a Norwegian-based multina- 
tional conglomerate. To reach these ships without being detected divers had to swim 
several miles towing hundreds of pounds of equipment. No easy task, the entire 
project took hours to complete. The factory trawlers were immobilized and did not 
leave for the fishing grounds off of Alaska on schedule. 

Soon after dawn, dozens of Greenpeace activists arrived via inflatables to call public 
attention to this "impound" and the strip-mining of our oceans. This group was 
comprised mainly of Greenpeace canvassers from local offices in Seattle, Portland 
and San Francisco. Twelve swimmers in survival suits took to the water and formed 
a human chain. They locked to a floating oil boom in order to further barricade the 
trawlers. Several climbers attached themselves to various points on the trawlers. Two 
women grappled onto the anchors of two abutting trawlers, the Pacific Explorer and 
the Pacific Navigator, and hung a banner reading, "Factory Trawlers: Strip Mining the 
Ocean." Other climbers faced opposition from factory trawler deckhands. Two 
people attempted to lock into one ship's discharge ports. Despite being sprayed with 
high-pressure hoses, one managed to lock in securely, but one was blown into the 
water by an intentional discharge of oil waste and bilgewater. 

Two women tried twice to deploy a banner that read, "Strip Mining, Clearcutting, 
Factory Trawling . . . Get the picture?" They first ascended the bowline of another 
ship, the Ocean Rover, but were quickly lowered back into an inflatable by irate 
deckhands. Next, they climbed a hanging ladder of Pacific Explorer and moved along 
the outside of the rail. The police nabbed one, but the other was able to drop over 
the side and deploy a small banner which said "Ban Factory Trawlers." 

A pirate radio station, KELP, broadcast from an unknown location in Seattle 
playing reports about the action and highlighting environmental abuses perpetrated 
by factory trawlers. 

The action lasted ten hours and got the word out internationally that factory 
trawlers are destroying ocean ecosystems. 

Several of the swimmers remained in the water for over nine hours and unlocking 
them from the oil boom required scuba divers. The climbers also stayed up well into 
the afternoon. Eleven activists were arrested and await charges. 

Beneath the surface, the actual "impoundment" lasted throughout the weekend. 
The propellers were not completely unchained until some time the following 
Monday, August 19. 

Greenpeace was joined by several Alaskan and Seattle fishermen. Many small-scale 
fishing jobs have been impacted by the corporate overfishing practices. Banning US 
factory trawlers would allow community-based fishing to continue sustainably in US 
waters and maintain the coastal ecosystem. 

Concerned citizens can send a free fax in support of the ban to the CEOs of Tyson 
Foods and American Seafoods (the largest owners of these trawlers) by going to 
www.interactivism.com on the Internet. The full report is on Greenpeace's website 
at: www. greenpeace.org/~usa. 
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A COPWATCH group not only helps our move- 
ment, but can strengthen a community and attract 
new people. This is a compilation of hints and 
tidbits about dealing with the law if you are hassled, 
searched, busted, or observe any of the above. Each 
case is situational: use your instincts. Laws vary on 
a state-by-state, cop-by-cop basis. Activists get hassled 
on a variety of fronts, 
and the police are the 
first tool that the corpo- 
rations and state use. 

Clinton put 100,000 
more cops on the streets 
and the number of pris- 
ons is being doubled. 

The punishment indus- 
try is the fastest growing 
economic sector in 
America right now. 

Know your rights. Know 
your enemy. 

COPWATCHING 

Citizens generally have a legal right to record 
police activity, observe from a "safe" distance (usu- 
ally more than ten feet away), and to refuse to give 
a name or surrender any ID unless detained. In 
every situation try to get as many witnesses as 
possible. 

First, remember the Golden Rule: Do unto others 
as they do unto you (or something to that effect.) 
This holds true for the nonviolent aspects of police 
tactics. They take notes, use two-way communica- 
tion, have a central command for coordination, and 
record everything. So should we. 

• Note taking cannot be stressed enough. Get a 
notebook and keep it handy with a writing utensil 
tied to it. Always take names, badge numbers and 
license plates. Include descriptions that remind you 
why you wrote down that plate or name. Include 
the time of day and write down witnesses' phone 
numbers. Have everyone involved write down what 
they remember as soon as possible. Memory fades in 
time and some small forgotten fact may be just the 
thing to save someone's ass. 

• Video cameras rock, but be careful to insure they 
aren't grabbed or smashed. Plain old still cameras 
are great, too. A disposable camera, though not 
ecological, is very portable — and cheaper to replace 
if taken or smashed. 

• When using an audio recorder, also be careful. A 
copwatcher in Eugene, Oregon, got busted for "ille- 
gally obtaining the contents of a conversation" 
during a park occupation. Apparently, you have to 
tell the cop you are recording — but they can't stop 
you. Or just be sneaky and stash your recorder. 

• Know your rights. A favorite law enforcement 
tactic is the "Well, we could always arrest you and 
take you down to the station for questioning or you 
could cooperate here." Don't fall for it. Basically, if 
they have something to arrest you on, they will. If 
they don't, they may intimidate you into saying 
something incriminating. A response to this tactic 
is, "Are you arresting me?" If the answer is "No" or 
"Not yet," then reply, "I'm very busy, so, if you'll 
excuse me." 

• Remember — saying anything to the police is 
dangerous. Your mantra should be, "Shut up — 
police lie." What you say can give the police an 
excuse to arrest you, especially if you speak "disre- 
spectfully" to a police officer. 

If you want an officer to stop questioning you, ask 
for a lawyer. The officer must stop questioning you 
at that point. 

• A police officer must have "articulable, reason- 
able suspicion" when detaining you; however, the 
officer does not have to share with you the reason 
for talking to you. A police officer must tell you 
what the charges are if arresting you. 

You do not have to answer a police officer’s 
questions, but you must show your driver's license, 
registration and proof of insurance when stopped 
while driving an automobile. In other situations 
you cannot legally be arrested for refusing to iden- 
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tify yourself. 

• You do not have to give your consent to any 
search of yourself, your vehicle or your house. Some- 
times a cop will say, "May I search your car," or "You 
won't mind if I search your car?" Even if you're 
scared and intimidated, just say, "No, you may not." 
Consenting to a search will affect your rights later 

in court. If the police say they 
have a warrant, ask to see it. 
Make it clear to the officers 
and any witnesses that you 
are not consenting to any 
search. 

• Don't interfere with 
or obstruct the police, 
even if they begin an il- 
legal search — you can get 
arrested (or beat up, 
maced, tasered, etc.), es- 
pecially when they are 
breaking the law. Seek 
witnesses and get badge 
numbers and names. If your 
house is being searched insist on observing the 
police, which will ensure against "surprise" finds. 

• If you are stopped by the police while afoot, ask 
if you're under arrest. If they say "No," then leave. 
If you are under arrest and are tempted to try an 
unarrest, good luck. 

• Physical resistance is usually not a good idea. You 
are on their turf and they have the toys. Resist on 
your terms, not theirs — wait. Timing is important. 
If you get pepper-sprayed or maced, wash the 
area first with dish soap, then lots of 
water. Be careful to prevent the oil from 
spreading to other parts of your body. 

Wash eyes thoroughly. If you are an 
asthmatic you may need an antihistamine. Get to a 
hospital, and get on record as being treated for 
having been sprayed. (There is a mysterious new 
ailment the police call "Sudden In-Custody Death 
Syndrome." According to officials, some people in 
custody mysteriously die after having been pepper- 
sprayed and hog-tied. Since pepper spray's introduc- 
tion in 1992, over 30 people have died in California 
alone after being sprayed by police.) 

MASS MOVEMENT SPECIFICS 

• If you are evacuating a scene where police are 
showing up, remember that curiosity is one of the 
strongest among human traits. Police will check a 
crime scene out to see if anyone is splitting. Some- 
times walking away or rubbernecking instead of 
running will keep you out of jail. 


The police and state prey upon people's ignorance 
of their rights. Educate yourself and your friends. 
Remember, cops lie. 

•If arrested, you have the right to remain silent — 
use it. Tell the police nothing. Don't give explana- 
tions or stories or try to justify your conduct. In 
some mass arrests the "no walk, no talk, no sign, no 
dine" philosophy is used. This means you won't talk 
to the cops, you won't eat jail food, you won't walk, 
you won't sign anything. Of course this often means 
they won't release you. 

•If you're in a demonstration, the ability to 
change your appearance can come in handy. A 
change of clothes can be enough. 

•Two-way communications are especially impor- 
tant for tactical field situations (such as rallies and 
multiple blockades). Consider that you will be moni- 
tored. Remember, it pays to hide your communica- 
tions. Cops smash gear, take tapes, arrest folks with 
walkie-talkies and then will monitor you with your 
own walkies afterward. 

Most radios can be monitored with the simplest of 
scanners. CBs are no exception, but they require a 
broad-band scanner to monitor — or a scanning CB 
which is law enforcement standard issue. 

There's no rule that says the bad guys are the only 
ones who can use technology. Although expensive, 
police scanners are a valuable item. As long as the 
authorities don't know you're using one, they will 
usually stay on a published frequency. Virtually all 
public frequencies are listed on the World 
Wide Web or in FCC documentation at 
most libraries. You can access the other 
frequencies through alternative publications. 

If detected, some law enforcement agencies 
will switch to unpublished frequencies which 
are harder to track. Other times they will use cell 
phones. Federal law prohibits monitoring of mobile 
telephone conversations of any type. 

It is legal to monitor police frequencies. It is illegal 
to "reveal to any other person, not a party to the 
transmissions, the contents of those transmissions." 
Inform yourself regarding laws and regulations 
which govern scanner use. 

CONCLUSION 

Remember, if the cops are determined to arrest 
and hassle you they will, regardless of the legality. 
By recording their actions and knowing your rights 
you are setting them up for court. Minimize the 
chance of incriminating yourself and giving them 
an excuse to arrest and harass you legally. Keep 
chanting to your friends, "Shutup — cops lie." Know 
your enemy. 


EARTH NIGHT NEWS 


• Experiment On Vivisector— Last month 100 masked British activists trashed a vivisector's 
house on a Saturday afternoon while he was sitting in his back yard. Things like this make us want 
to move to England! 

• Tarmac Attack! — In February, 200 anti-roads activists from the Newbury, United Kingdom, 
protests surrounded Tarmac Headquarters. Whilst the security guards rushed outside to watch over 
the peaceful demo, about 60 activists sneaked around the back and climbed inside the building via 
an unlocked window. Faxes, phones and computers were all ecotaged. Plus, the activists rearranged 
the office filing system! Tarmac was left with thousands of pounds worth of damage. Sadly, there was 
one arrest. 

• Natives Blow Up Ontario Bridge — An explosion that knocked out a bridge in northern 
Ontario's Temagami wilderness may be justfrhe opening shot in a looming battle over increased 
logging and mining in the area's old-growth forest. 

An aboriginal group has claimed responsibility for the explosion, which ripped a gaping a hole in 
a bridge across the Temagami River about 7 5 kilometres northwest of North Bay. No one was injured 
in the blast. 

The Ontario government has approved new logging and mining in the Temagami forest, a focus 
for protests by environmentalists and aboriginal groups since the late 1980s. 

Woody Becker, of the Ma Kominsing Anishinawbeg tribal group, said the bridge was blown up to 
protest the expansion of logging and mining in the region's old-growth pine forests. 

Provincial police are also investigating a fire at another bridge in nearby Armagh Township. It was 
extinguished before it caused serious damage. 





Democracy Teach-in: 


COMING SOON TO A TOWN NEAR YOU 


by Ben Manski 

Can we pursue democracy and social justice when 
corporations are allowed to control so much power 
and wealth? 

Students in the 1960s didn't think so. They began 
organizing to rid their campuses of ties to the 
military, and in particular, to the corporations which 
produced things the military wanted. The intent 
was to end involvement in the Vietnam War. 

Neither did students in the 1970s. On April 22, 
1970, the first Earth Day heralded the beginning of 
the environmental movement, driven by public 
concern about pollution, resource waste and wilder- 
ness destruction committed by major corporations. 

Student attitudes hadn't changed by the 1980s. 
The student movement turned to a new demand, 
that North America divest "Out of Apartheid," 
and that corporations, including universities and 
colleges, cease supporting the racist regime in 
South Africa. 

These justice movements were carried forward by 
millions of young people across the continent, and 
they brought home the struggle to stop corpora- 
tions from committing injustices: And they were all 
movements which were aided greatly by the use of 
national teach-ins that served to educate, alert and 
engage many people in the issue at hand. 

Once again, a justice movement is organizing to 
confront corporate power, and once again a na- 
tional teach-in will take place. But this teach-in will 


be in one way fundamentally different: it will not be 
about stopping corporations from committing in- 
justices in one particular country or against a par- 
ticular people; it will be about stopping corporate 
injustices altogether. 

Can we pursue democracy and social justice when 
corporations are allowed to control so much power 
and wealth? 

If the answer is yes, then we can continue our work 
as we have been, attending public hearings, organiz- 
ing demonstrations, running electoral campaigns, 
taking direct action, publishing information, all with 
the intent of achieving a little more justice, a little 
more freedom, a little more democracy. 

But if the answer is no, if we find the answer to be that 
for every gain we make there are a hundred setbacks, 
and that we cannot successfully pursue democracy or 
social justice, it is time to change our course. 

One hundred years ago, a member of the New 
York Supreme Court stated: "The life of a corpora- 
tion is worth no more than that of even the hum- 
blest citizen." 

Yet at that time, the corporation already had more 
rights than most people on the continent. While 
women, immigrants, people of color, Native Ameri- 
cans, working men, and the natural world were not 
accorded even basic rights, the corporation was 
granted human rights and then some. Since that 
time, the corporation has come to dominate our 
economy, culture, and environment more and more, 
while the rights of wildlife and humanity have all 


been trivialized to the point that our lives today are 
worth less than that of any corporation. 

From October 13-19, people across the continent 
will participate in a teach-in about what kind of 
"democracy" we have; about how the power of the 
corporation has come to overwhelm the rights of 
people — including the right to decide the character 
of their educational system, and of their society. 

Whether the teach-in is taking place locally on 
campus, at a union hall, or in a community center, 
it will force a debate. And although the Democracy 
Teach-In is to take place in scores, if not hundreds 
of communities across the continent, it will force a 
united question: Can we pursue democracy and 
social justice when corporations are allowed to 
control so much power and wealth? 

The intention of the Democracy Teach-In is to 
force questions in as many places as possible, with 
as many people as possible, and with the determina- 
tion that justice be done. 

Please contact us today if you plan to work on the 
upcoming October Democracy Teach-In and we'll 
add your name to the growing list of participants. 
We can help you research your community, line up 
speakers, organize a training for the Teach-In, get in 
touch with other local activists, assemble teaching 
materials and ensure that your Democracy Teach-In 
is itself a democratic and open process. Thank you 
for joining us. 

Democracy Teach-In, 731 State Street, Madison, 
WI 53703; (608) 262-9036. 


London Freeway. . . 


continued from front page 
In what was possibly the scariest 
moment of the day, police surrounded 
the vehicles on an empty motorway. 
The drivers were pulled out and ar- 
rested by smug police officers, certain 
that they had stopped the party. 

But the police had underestimated 
the creativity of the crowd. Hearing 
that the road had been taken, people 
began finding alternative wS^s onto 
it. Like a river breaking through a 
dam, the trickle grew into a flood. 
One large group walked far around 
the police line, coming up from be- 
hind and simply running past it onto 
the street! Others found ways through 
back streets and climbed onto the 


road further up. 

At the blockade, those not already 
arrested had clambered onto the sound 
system trucks and witnessed the amaz- 
ing sight of thousands of people run- 
ning up the motorway towards them. 
Police faces dropped quickly and as 
the crowd neared they began backing 
off. The arm-twisted, quick-cuffed 
arrestees, on a nod from a sergeant 
were swiftly de-arrested and the ve- 
hicles were soon swarmed with 
partygoers. The sides of the lorries 
were opened and the sound systems 
kicked off. The people roared. The 
party was on! 


Dig For Victory! 

Climbers hung enormous banners 
the breadth of the motorway. Some 
were art pieces, a huge sun and color- 
ful murals, while others proclaimed 
"Destroy Power!" "Support the 
Tubeworkers" and "The society that 
abolishes adventure, makes its own 
abolition the only adventure." 

A struggle ensued when police tried 
to stop other decorations and equip- 
ment being brought in from a nearby 
estate. One van containing the 
soundsystem for live bands was im- 
pounded, but once again, faced with 
an active crowd, the authority of the 
police dissolved. They retreated and 
in came carpets, armchairs — a com- 
plete living room! A ton of sand was 
laid on the tarmac and stalls set up on 
the hard shoulder. Three thirty-foot 
"pantomime dames" glided through 
the party throwing confetti. Food stalls 
gave away free stew and sandwiches; 

graffiti artists 
added color 
to the 



vi^p- 


railings; acoustic bands played and 
strolling players performed. The tri- 
pod sitters, isolated by a police line 
from the party, negotiated theirinclu- 
sion and joined the mass of people. 
The police retreated to the ends of the 
road, settling for redirecting traffic 
and arguing amongst themselves. 

Beneath the giant skirt of one of the 
dames, de-constructionists set to work. 
Using a pneumatic drill in time to the 
techno music, the tarmac of the road 
was repeatedly attacked until large 
craters littered the fast lane (Enthusi- 
asts were later seen comparing chunks 
of motorway!). The lunar landscape 
was then "naturalized" by planting 
sapling trees rescued from the path of 
the Mil link road. 

As the sun set on an extraordinary 
day, people lit fires on the road, col- 
lected litter and removed the banners. 
The sound systems announced an- 
other free party elsewhere in London, 
then at 1 1pm the music went off, and 
the trucks drove off to the cheers of a 
grateful crowd. 

For nearly ten hours the M41 vi- 
brated, not to the repetitive roar of the 
car system, but to a human uprising; 
the living sound of a festival. As 
one activist put it to a dis- 
gruntled copper, "Think 
yourself lucky, we could have 
gone anywhere: Buckingham 
Palace, Downing Street, thou- 
sands of people climbing up 
Parliament." 

And, as another said, "To- 
day we are only practicing. 
Tomorrow, anything is 
possible!" 

Contact London Re- 
claim the Streets POB 
9656, London N4 4YJ, 
(0171) 281-4621, e- 
mail: rts@gn.apc.org. 
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continued from page 3 

up and down every day. There's 
no reason for it, so it must be a 
really righteous new tactic. I'm 
probably too bourgeois to under- 
stand. I’m sure public opinion 
will be transformed. 

All of us Middle Guard in our 
naivete didn't realize that the 
blockade had nothing to do with 
image, or influencing the public. 
Apparently it was actually to keep 
the Forest Service out, no matter 
how hard they tried to break 
through. But it only took the 
Freds half a day to clear the road 
all the way to the top. Something 
must have gone wrong. But we 
won anyway, and I thought it 
was because of our commitment 
and because of how cool the 
blockade was, how it inspired the 
people of Oregon and the rest of 
the country to demand the sale's 
withdrawal. Shows what I know. 

My old affinity group is gener- 
ally in its thirties these days and 
have been activists of one sort or 
another since the mid-eighties, 
when we were twenty-one or so. 
And yet not one of us has two 
pennies to rub together. I live in 
a shack with an outhouse 1 built 
myself. In the evenings we sit 
around with our neighbors from 
the other shacks and enjoy our 
class privileges. 

It must be nice living in a free 
state, with all that free food. A lot 
of capitalist running dogs worked 
hard to supply Warner Creek, so 
you could defend it. T hey'll all be 
glad when the revolution comes, 
cause then everything at the 
grocery store will be free, and 
they can have a break too. 

I've always been of the opin- 
ion that as people get older they 
get interested in their own little 
niches where they can do the 
work that best suits them. Some 
people up and quit what they 
were doing and go off and do 
something else — that’s true. 
Other keep on, year after year. 
And Earth First !ers who are ten or 
fifteen years older than you dress 
differently. They probably don't 
run around in the woods so 
much, the old bones being as 
they are. They have probably also 
figured out a way to get by or a 
place to live at, without having 
to lowbag at base camps. I'd have 
never thought to accuse them of 
being middle class, capitalist, 
privileged, mainstream, comfort- 
able, polite and accessible bour- 
geoisie. But then I guess I never 
actively tried to deconstruct any- 
thing except for a couple of old 
houses that we were able to take 
the lumber from. 

1 never real ized before how very 
bad all those old Earth Firstlers 
were who've given their all to 
defending the forest. Some of 
them have grey hairs — and 
wrinkles. Some of them even have 
children (gasp!). 

I was wrong to believe that 
dreadlocks, bell-bottom cordu- 
roys, fifty-dollar suede skateboard 
sneakers, nose rings and apron- 
dresses had nothing to do with 
radical politics, and that what's 
in your head and your heart does. 

1 guess that's ageist thinking 
that's due for retirement. 

— -James Barnes 



Home Canning Pickles in 
the Rocking Chair 

Dear SFB, 

After reading Anne R. Key's 
piece in the last Journal and talk- 
ing with some folks at the late 
Warner blockade (Cascadia Free 
State), 1 get the unsettling feeling 
that some folks out on the front 
lines right now are receiving a 
little undeserved flack from some 
of us who aren't out there every- 
day, either because we're garden- 
ing, canning and fixing leaking 
yurt and shack roofs a little bit 
more than we used to, or because 
we're doing more writing, speak- 
ing and media work these days. 

Lets face it, this is the 90s not 
the 80s. and things are a whole 
lot worse! While 1 don't gener- 
ally use a mask at actions, with 
new "anti-terrorism" legislation 
being ushered in, and the in- 
creased "para-militarization" of 
Freddies and others, I don't blame 
folks for wearing a mask, using 
an alias, or taking other measure 
(self defense classes, etc.). Talk 
with any Latin American activist 
(or activist of color for that mat- 
ter), and you realize that police 
states and disappeared persons 
do happen, to people like us in 
times like ours. We ain’t on the 
Bald Mountain Road anymore, 
folks! We're dealing with camo- 
clad "super Freddies" and an ex- 
panded use of dogs and pain 
holds. New times require new 
tactics, and if a mask and cute 
alias keeps someone out there 
locking down and slowing stuff 
up ( especially if somebody's do- 
ing these things in the conserva- 
tive community where they live'.) 
while I'm home canning pickles, 
then more power to 'em. 

I am reminded of the demon- 
strations during the Gulf War 
(yup way back then), when the 
yuppie peace heads employed 
green-arm-banded "peacekeep- 
ers" ("peace nazis") to keep us 
young (and old) riff raff from 
trashing recruiting centers, stop- 
ping traffic, and generally doing 
things that might put a bad me- 
dia image on "their" demo. Of 
course we're out to win the hearts 
and minds of the American 
people, and sometimes a clean- 
cut talking head helps with that, 
but we need to be slowing the 
juggernaut down with multiple 
strategies. "I vote... and I riot!" 

I don't think this is so much 
about age as about the accep- 
tance of new tactics. Lets not 


forget that populations with 
greater diversity are better able to 
withstand environmental stress. 
Evolve or perish, diversity rocks! 

See you in the woods (um... 
after the potatoes are dug, and 
tomatoes and beans put up)! 

— Garth 

Get Well, Utah 

Dear Earth First!, 

For those of you not aware, 
Utah Phillips, singer, songwriter 
and a strong friend of many in 
the Labor/Environmental move- 
ment, is suffering from heart 
problems that leave him unable 
to perform on the road. 

Since Utah has given so much 
to so many and helped bolster 
many a spirit, it would be great if 
everyone out there could send a 
donation to help Utah through 
some difficult times. The Indus- 
trial Workers of the World (IWW) 
has set up a Utah Phillips Solidar- 
ity Fund and donations can be 
sent to the IWW/Utah Phillips 
Fund, 103 W. Michigan Ave., 
Ypsilanti, MI 48197. 

— Bob Krzewinski 

Long Live 
the Young Lions 
I felt really moved when 1 read 
the article by Normazy, "The 
Struggle to Save Mother Africa." 

This gave me so much strength 
and hope. Now our hands can 
grab the hands of our African 
brothers, the Young Lions, and 
the chain of the mother's war- 
riors or guardian of the planet 
will become even stronger and I 
hope more unbreakable. 

I send all my respect and my 
support to the Young Lions, 
brothers on the planet, warriors 
of Africa. 

— -Jennifer 
From the old Europe 


Why not pick one such county 
somewhere and move in? If, say, 
3,000 Earth Firstlers moved into 
a country with only 2,000 regis- 
tered voters and established resi- 
dence before an election, EF! 
would own that country the day 
after the elections. That would 
include the local sheriff's office, 
the right to pass ordinances pro- 
hibiting grazing or logging, the 
power to order roads closed and 
removed, ban hunting, etc. All it 
would take is enough adult citi- 
zens to relocate to the selected 
county and register to vote. Un- 
der federal laws there isn't a damn 
thing the locals could do to stop 
an EF! takeover of their county 
government. 

It would require 3,000 people 
to have enough of a commit- 
ment to the earth to give up jobs, 
school, family obligations, etc. 
For at least long enough to qualify 
as residents before the elections, 
and it would require money for 
housing, etc. in an area with no 
jobs available. Are there 3,000 
people in this country who would 
drop everything and move to a 
strange and hostile community 
to save a wilderness? To set an 
example that could lead to other 
"move-in" takeovers of small 
towns and rural counties? Prob- 
ably not if you count just the 
Earth First! movement, but the 
animal rights movement and 
other sources of recruits could 
probably add enough to the total 
willing to make the commitment. 
Keep in mind that this time no- 
body is asking anyone to get ar- 
rested or to lock down or tree sit; 
just move into the area and vote 
in the next election. Sure, the 
locals won't like it, but the en- 
trenched white establishment in 
southern counties with a black 
majority didn't like black voter 
registration drives in the '60 s 
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IHt AMERICAN PEOPLE, HAVE SPOKEN 


Catron County, 

Here We Come 

Dear EF! 

Here is an idea that I thought 
I'd toss out there and see if it will 
fly. Many rural counties in west- 
ern states have a lot of wilderness 
land and not very many people. 
Most of the people they do have 
are employed in earth-unfriendly 
industries and/or ideologically 
hostile to laws protecting the 
environment. Local law enforce- 
ment is likely to be hostile to EF! 
as well. 


either, but those counties have 
black-controlled governments 
today. 

Let's hear some discussion and 
ideas on this one. Got a sparsely- 
settled county in mind? Within 
two years it could be officially 
renamed "Wild County" and 
have an EF!er as sheriff, with EF! 
control of schools, roads, and 
other facets of county govern- 
ment such as land use and zon- 
ing. Let's talk about it! 

— Unsigned 


Pure Delight 

Dear Earth First! Journal, 

Just a quick note to tell you 
that it is my pure delight to sub- 
scribe to your journal, which I 
have just been activated and 
thought-provoked by this morn- 
ing. The June Journal provides a 
great education in a slew of envi- 
ronmental issues encircling us 
and inviting us to grapple with 
them. 

I appreciate the forum that al- 
lows many viewpoints, com- 
monly linked by a passionate 
belief in defending the Earth, in 
one place and then leaves the 
reader to feast on, digest, spit 
out, or compost the bevy of view- 
points shared in the journal. 

We hope that viewpoints 
evolve with time, experience and 
education, and if the journal is 
any indication of this progres- 
sion, being created by those who 
contribute to it and who concur- 
rently find inspiration from it, 
you are providing a critical ser- 
vice to all of us! Further inspira- 
tion can be found in the newly- 
published book of Aldo Leopold’s 
essays, The River of the Mother of 
God, 1994, which provides a 
moving example of changes in 
thinking regarding issues such as 
wilderness policy, large carni- 
vores, and ranges, as redefined 
and refined by Leopold over his 
years. It is a wonderful book. 

Thanks for your work and best 
wishes, 

— Laura Anderson 

News from the 
Department ofTrollheim 

Dear US Earth First!, 

I read in the British EF! Action 
Update that you have built a for- 
tress in order to prevent the For- 
estry Service from doing their 
dirty business in the Free State of 
Cascadia. I am writing to you to 
tell you about a hill fort we have 
been building in Devon in the 
southwest of England. 

The site is set on the proposed 
route of a road which is set to 
destroy a huge chunk of the 
southwest. Although 90 percent 
of the clearance work has already 
been completed, there are still 
three camps set up and well es- 
tablished. Two of these camps 
are large tree sites with many tree 
houses and even an underground 
tunnel network. 

The site I and about fifteen 
others sit is the hill fort. We are 
collectively known as "The De- 
partment ofTrollheim." We are 
renowned for our impressive 
building of large immovable 
structures, our latest being the 
construction of a 40-foot log 
cabin on stilts on the route of the 
Newbury bypass. To enter this 
structure that contained three 
people, it took nine bailiffs, four 
ladders, two cherry pickers, a 
sledge hammer and a six-foot 
wrecking bar. Still it took them a 
long time to enter. 

Our site occupies a piece of 
woodland that was felled to make 
way for the new A30 link from 
Exeter to Honiton. The road also 
forms part of theTrans-European 
network. 

We have taken timber from 
the felled trees to create an im- 
pregnable fortress. 
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...and it ms §ood. 


As you have probably experi- 
enced, there is great difficulty in 
creating drawbridges that are 
completely hard-core and un- 
breakable, and are very easy to 
shut in an emergency situation. 
There is also difficulty in creat- 
ing a door that can stand up to 
the wear and tear of everyday 
usage. As you have already prob- 
ably found out, drawbridges are 
very heavy and without a good 
lifting mechanism often take two 
or three people to lift. After about 
six months of constant work on 
our two drawbridges we can hap- 
pily say that we have invented 
the "perfect" drawbridge. 

We also have per- 
fected the art of 
building solid 
battlements made 
of just ordinary tim- 
ber you see lying 
around when you 
go wood collecting 
for the fire. 

Techniques have 
been established for 
carrying huge logs 
often to sizes of 50 
feet between just a 
handful of people. 

Also we have perfected that art 
of raising single pine trees back 
into the air again in the position 
of which they were felled using 
the same techniques as are used 
in lifting and staking out huge 
wind generators. 

Tunnels are also a great de- 
fense against many things in- 
cluding any heavy machinery, 
land rovers, etc. I spoke to a caver 
who was hired to investigate the 

tunnels at Snelsmore during the 
third battle of Newbury. His 
words were, "completely 
unevictable." Unfortunately the 
tunnels were empty during the 
eviction, and therefore have not 
been tried out in an eviction situ- 
ation. We have great experience 
in digging these tunnels, the shor- 
ing and many safety procedures 
as we have a vast tunnel network 
at Fort Trollheim. 

Is any of this information of 
any use to your campaigns? If so, 
would you like more informa- 
tion, diagrams and general lit- 
erature on what's going on? 

Please write back to me at the 
address below. Perhaps we could 
exchange information. 

Fuck the system 

Unite 

Destroy all Babylon 

Yours sincerely, 

— Jaye Green 

Dept, of Trollheim, A30 Action 
POB 6, The Post Office 
Mill St., Ottery St. Mary 
Devon, England 

Vital Info on Letters 

Hello EF!, 

I'm renewing but I'm a little 
pissed. I've been into EF! for al- 
most 10 years. I sent a letter to 
Shit for Brains, and it was never 
put in the Journal. If this is sup- 
posed to be a forum for ideas, 
why wasn't my idea put in the 
Journal ? If you are picking and 
choosing according to what you 
believe then this movement is 
headed for extinction. I surely 
hope not. 

For the Wild! 

— Rich Conte 
Ed. note: Sorry, Rich, but we obviously 
can't print every letter we receive. 


Angling Toward 
Extinction 

Dear Earth First! Journal, 

Hi there. In the recent debate 
in the EF!J about angling, little 
attention was paid to its environ- 
mental consequences. 

SLOB HUNTERS 
The first environmental argu- 
ments against angling are all 
those we are familiar with when 
arguing against hunting. The 
angler who catches every fish 
they see. The poacher who takes 
any fish they fancy, without any 
respect. The trophy angler who 
goes for the fittest of the species, 


thus depleting the gene pool, etc. 

Besides the anti-slob hunting 
arguments we are all familiar 
with, there are other issues. 
FISH-EATING WILDLIFE 
IS THREATENED 

In Britain, otters are protected 
from hunting. Yet anglers are in 
competition with the otters for 
fish. A Nature Conservancy 
Council report has stated that 
angling has "a large potential for 
disturbance of the otter." 

Mink have been branded as 
vermin, by anglers, because they 
eat fish. Angling clubs trap minks 
and are putting pressure on offi- 
cial bodies to start slaughtering 
the animals. Goosanders and 
cormorants are two birds also 
under the same threat. Herons 
and seals are already killed to 
protect fish stocks. 

DISCARDED TACKLE. 

Lost and discarded tackle is re- 
sponsible for the death and suf- 
fering of both wildlife and do- 
mestic animals. Even the most 
conscientious anglers will lose 
tackle when it becomes snagged 
on underwater obstructions and 
bankside vegetation. Swans and 
other fowl are particularly vul- 
nerable as they pick up hooks 
and weights or become entangled 
in non-biodegradable lines, lead- 
ing to starvation and sometimes 
severed limbs. 

ROTTEN FISH BAIT 

It is common for anglers to 
throw loose bait into the water to 
allow the "swim" to build up (i.e. 
so lots of fish are attracted to that 
spot of water where the angler 
is). This bait can then sink to the 
bottom of the waterways, rot and 
cause pollution. 

DESTRUCTION OF 
VEGETATION 

To carry out their sport anglers 
need to get to the river bank. 
Often to do so they will hack 
down vegetation and make- no 
effort to stop the bank turning 
into a mud slide. 

ANIMAL LIBERATIONISTS AND 
ECODEFENDERS MUST UNITE 

I often hear people talking 
about animal liberation and 
ecodefence as if the issues are 


separate. Yet they are not! I have 
been involved with Earth First! 
ever since it came to Britain in 
1991. 1 was drawn to Earth First! 
because Deep Ecology is a natu- 
ral extension of animal libera- 
tion. 1 can not think of one ani- 
mal liberation issue that doesn’t 
have an equal concern for 
ecodefence activists. Nor can I 
think of one ecodefence issue 
that doesn't somehow involve 
animals. 

Animal abuse in all its many 
forms, including angling, is an 
ecodefence issue and we must 
not allow the blood-sports frater- 
nity to tell us any different. For 
Animal/Earth Lib- 
eration. 

— Rabbix 
(The author of this 
letter is currently on 
Police Bail charged 
with inciting both 
animal liberation and 
ecodefence activities 
both in Britain and in 
other countries. The 
police also suspect 
him of being person- 
ally involved with 
bomb hoaxes and tree 
spiking but due to a lack of evidence 
have not been able to charge him 
with these offenses. For more infor- 
mation about the case contact BM 
HEAL, London, WC1N3XX, En- 
gland). 

A Complaint 

To the editors: 

When are you going to regu- 
larly publish info on MOVE pris- 
oners? The "whiteness" of the 
movement is no longer an ex- 
cuse. This kind of racist omission 
really should not continue. 

— Jamie McGowan 

Ed. Note: When articles and up- 
dates are submitted regularly on the 
MOVE prisoners. One cannot omit 
something that is not submitted. 
A nd just when was "whiteness " ever 
an excuse ? 


Help! 

To whom it may concern, 
Recently it was brought to our 
attention in the small rural com- 
munity of Lincoln, MI, that an 
energy plant that has so far 
burned wood chips has requested 
a permit to burn alternative fu- 
els. This would be products such 
as tires, pentachlorophenol- 
treated wood, creosote-treated 
wood, etc. 


This has put us all at wit's end. 
We need help. Please! Knowledge, 
tactics; info from other states that 
have these plants on their rules 
and regulations on burning, stor- 
age and removal, etc. 

Our time is short. We learned 
of this on August 7. Our meeting 
with the DEQ is on October 9. 
None of us is a scientist, but our 
concern is with Michigan. Michi- 
gan has become a dump site and 
considering it is surrounded by 
water that supplies much of the 
fresh water in this country — let's 
just say it's like "death from 
within!" 

Please help. 

Thank you, 

— Diane Dingeldein 
216 State, Box 533 
Lincoln, MI 48742 
(517) 736-6051 
Fax (517) 736-8138 

This Town Ain't 
Big Enough for, uh... 
Your Stickers 
To the Journal, 

Well, I stopped in Quilcene, 
WA yesterday, on my way back 
from camping in the Olympic 
National Park. I got gas and a 
snack at the gas station, and while 
I was in the store a logger guy in 
a big pickup truck parked next to 
my car. He was looking at me 
while he was in the store. When 
I went back out to my car, my 
DARWIN bumper sticker had 
been removed. (I didn't see him 
do it, but I can put 2 and 2 to- 
gether). My, but isn't he big and 
tough? Boy, he really intimidated 
me. 

Enclosed is a buck. Please send 
me one (replacement) Darwin 
bumper sticker. Thank you very 
much. 

— Kirk Johnson 

PS — Quilcene is a Logging town 
(note the capital "L"). 1 wonder 
why he didn't remove my STOP 
CLEARCUTTING sticker instead? 


How come: 

Stock prices rise when workers 
are laid off? 

Corporations paid 39 percent 
of property taxes in the 1950s 
and 17 percent in the 1980s? 
How did they get to shift $92 
billion a year from taxes to "tax 
deductible” interest payments? 
Do our decaying schools, crum- 
bling bridges and pot-holed 
streets owe anything to this loss 


of revenue? 

From 1980 to 1993 Fortune 500 
companies shed 4.1 million 
jobs — one in four while sales in- 
creased by 140 percent, assets 
increased by 230 percent, and 
executive salaries increased by 
610 percent? 

Business Week says: Modern 
multinational corporations are 
not social institutions. They will 
play governments off one an- 
other, shift pricing to minimize 
taxes, seek to sway public opin- 
ion, export jobs, or withhold tech- 
nology to maintain a competi- 
tive edge. 

We are fretting over a $17 bil- 
lion welfare reform bill when we 
just paid Pentagon generals $20 
billion more than they asked for? 

One million Mexican families 
and hundreds of thousands US 
workers will be displaced by 
NAFTA — while US taxpayers just 
ponied up $50 billion to bail out 
the US banks who are creating 
this mega mess? 

A corporation can be legally 
regarded as a "person" when it is 
not subject to be drafted into the 
military to defend the very form 
of government which charters it? 

Of the world's largest 100 
economies, 50 are corporations? 

The world's 500 largest indus- 
trial corporations — which em- 
ploy 5/100ths of one percent of 
the world's population — control 
25 percent of the world's eco- 
nomic output? 

The 50 largest banks control 60 
percent of the global stock of pro- 
ductive capital? 

Corporations militate against 
centralized, planned economies, 
yet seek to substitute their own 
centralization and planning to 
administer world resources. 

Corporate propaganda advo- 
cates freedom and democracy, but 
when countries actually make a 
move toward freedom and de- 
mocracy corporations move their 
plants elsewhere? 

Reagan cut corporate taxes and 
capital gains so corporations 
could reinvest in America — but 
they used that tax windfall to 
build plants in foreign countries 
with minimal labor laws? 

Two companies, Cargill and 
ConAgra, control 50 percent of 
US grain exports? 

Taco Bell and Microsoft use US 
prison labor at a fraction of nor- 
mal labor costs? 

The Founding Fathers fought a 
Revolutionary War in 1776 in 
order to end corporate domina- 
tion of the American economy 
by the Hudson Bay and East India 
Companies — two British global 
corporations which had decided 
the American colonies were not 
allowed to manufacture their own 
pants, shirts, or metalware... Is it 
happening again? 

— Rich and Craig 

Thank You 

We wish to thank everyone for 
their tremendous support for us 
after the fire. It has inspired us to 
know that our community will 
pull together to help each other 
in times of crisis, which has trans- 
formed the "disaster" into a re- 
birth for us. 

Gratefully, 

— The Blue Mountains 
Biodiversity Project 
& Karen, Asante and Sasha 




UNCLE SAM SEZ: 

“DON’T FORGET TO VOTE ON NOVEMBER 5!” 

How Come? 


September-October 1996 Earth First! Page 33 




ANNOUNCEMENTS & ADVERTISEMENTS 


WOULD RAINFOREST WEEK '96-OCTOBER 19-27 

Rainforest Action Day— October 1 6 


END CORPORATE DOMINANCE! 

International Day of Action— October 29 


World Rainforest Week 1996 is 
quickly approaching. All over the 
world, from October 19 to 27, people 
will celebrate the diversity and resist 
the destruction of the world's forests. 
Additionally, the Rainforest Action 
Network (RAN) invites you to join 
them in a day of action preceding 
World Rainforest Week on October 
16th. 

Mitsubishi is one of the world's worst 
forest destroyers, responsible for the 
destruction of forests from Canada to 
Brazil to Southeast Asia. Mitsubishi is 
also involved in other earth-poison- 
ing projects such as mining, oil devel- 
opments, nuclear power and chemi- 
cal plants. Mitsubishi even does busi- 
ness with the ultra-oppressive State 
Law and Order Restitution Council in 
Burma! So we're inviting all of our 
friends (YOU!) to come together all 


“Wow! Did yaz see 
doze new mwachandice 
pages? I tink Vms 
gonna buy soma dat 
stoff. Hek, I mite as 
wells subscwibe whilst 
Vm at it” 



CONCERNED 1 / 1 
SINGLES 
NEWSLETTER 

inks compatible, 
socially conscious 
singles who care 
about the earth, 
the environment, 
and a healthy 
society. 

Nationwide • AH ages • Since 1984 

BOX 444-EF 

LENOX DALE, MA 01242 
or (413)446-6309 


Foundation For A New Consciousness: 
Transform yourself through literature, 
art, music. $10. Free brochure. 

Westgate House, 56 Westgate, 
San Francisco, CA 94127-2738 


over North America and the world, to 
challenge one of the most destructive 
multinational corporations in the 
world — Mitsubishi! 

Come up- with new and creative 
ways to turn up the heat on 
Mitsubishi. We encourage non-vio- 
lent direct action, including civil dis- 
obedience, demonstrations, protests 
and vigils. Consider these Mitsubishi 
targets: Mitsubishi Heavy Industries, 
Mitsubishi-owned banks (Bank of 
California, Union Bank, Bank of To- 
kyo), Nikon camera dealers and Value 
Rent-A-Car. Contact us for a more 
complete list of targets in your area! 

To make a real difference, activists 
all over the earth will have to work 
together and coordinate our efforts 
against this transnational corporation. 
Let our spirit be reflected in our just, 
necessary and courageous actions and 
our challenges be met by our love, 
spirit, dedication and creativity. 

Contact RAN for specific informa- 
tion about any Mitsubishi subsidiaries 
and detailed information about how 
RAN can assist your actions during 
World Rainforest Week. 

For more information contact 
Donna Parker at the Rainforest Action 
Network, 450 Sansome St., 7th Floor, 
San Francisco, CA 94133; (415) 398- 
4404; e-mail: boycottmc@igc.apc.org. 


TAKE HEART! 


A magazine from urban refugees who 
haven't left civilization. 

Not your standard compost. 

OPINION • FICTION • POETRY 


One of the "Best New Magazines 
of 1995." -Library Journal 


PROGRESSIVE POLITICS 
ECOLOGICAL PROTECTION 
SOCIAL ACTIVISM 

1 yr. sub. (6 issues), $22; Sample, $4.00 


CO UNTRY CONNECTIONS 


Soaking T ito Good Ulo-For T ho Common Good 

P.0. Bo* 6748, Dept EF; Pine Mountain, CA 93222-6748 
805.242.1047 fax 805.242.5704 
e-mail: countiyink@igc.apc.oig 
http://www.igc.apc.org/cocomag/ 

A Project Of EARTH ALERT, a Nonprofit Corporation. 


SorutSiYcSStX, dykes, goddcM nvrsWiHferi, Ml rvWrS, philosophers, poets, aiurehiS+S, 
ftomeader-S, rWca lovS ehoeo/afe fiends, Sorority rejects, felons, tvi+eheS, 

W+eheS f kabeS: 




For info f directions 
£*11 570 774 6542 
or send SAGS- to 
Wild Warrior Wiimtiina- Society 
2155" £ Maple * 17 
Flagstaff A Z- 06004 


A rviefced celebration of «vi Id ivintmin ... 

A Veritable orgy of food, music (■ maijhem. 
A smorgiKborg. of ideas action... 

A damn good reason to migrate to Arizona 

*•**! 

i 
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Wac that thumb, 

Nop that freight, 

Pedal that bi£e, 

Just oe-X ON t>0WN!l! 


It has the world's resources at its disposal. It gobbles whole mountains and 
drinks rivers dry, spews toxic waste and enslaves whole populations. It has all 
the rights of a citizen, but few of the limitations. It has powers that dwarf and 
control governments. It controls humans' access to food, water, shelter, 
employment, information and energy. If humans struggle against its tyranny, 
it buys them out or takes them out with lawsuits, firings, harassment, and if 
necessary, murder. 

Is this some sort of selfish, ill-tempered GOD? No, it's a CORPORATION. Why 
do we allow an inanimate thing to have so much power over our lives and the 
fate of the entire planet? 

This is what the EF! campaign to END CORPORATE DOMINANCE is about. 
Whether you are an environmentalist, a labor activist, a human rights cam- 
paigner, a campaign finance reformer, or any citizen in a dispute with any 
corporation; your ideas, words, and actions can help the campaign. 

DAY OF ACTION 

October 29, the anniversary of Black Tuesday, was selected as a day of action 
against corporations. Across the world, groups will be planning actions target- 
ing their least favorite corporate plunderer. Whether your group chooses 
MAXXAM, Shell, Nike, Mitsubishi, Exxon or Champion, whether your target is 
the corporate headquarters, a neighborhood toxic dump or the CEO's private 
residence, corporations around the world will feel our united rage! We will be 
challenging their legal "personhood" status, burning their corporate charters, 
and blocking their operations. 

If your group wants to participate in the INTERNATIONAL DAY OF ACTION 
TO END CORPORATE DOMINANCE, please contact the End Corporate Domi- 
nance Campaign. Begin organizing your action TODAY! To help coordinate 
media, we would like to know a little about each action. Please send a draft of 
your press release ASAP, and we will forward information to other participants 
for use at their protests. Let's be BOLD, CREATIVE and UNCOMPROMISING! 

These protests will not be taking place in a vacuum. The challenge to 
corporate dominance is coming from all over the world; from labor, human 
rights, indigenous resistance, peace, social justice and environmental move- 
ments. In the US, teach-ins focusing on Corporations, Education and Democ- 
racy will be taking place at over 100 locations during the third week of October. 
[See article on page 31.] October 29 demonstrations will be a perfect follow- 
through for energy and ideas generated at the teach-ins. Our actions will 
reinforce each other's campaigns. LET'S GET WITH IT! 

EF! End Corporate Dominance Campaign c/o EF! Austin, POB 7292, Austin, 
TX 78713; (512) 320-0413; entropy@eden.com 


Student Environmental Action Coalition 
Pennsylvania Environmental Network Conference 


NOVEM6EP 8-10 

The Student Environmental Action Coalition and the Pennsylvania Environ- 
mental Network will be hosting a conference on the Penn State University 
campus from November 8 to 10. 

Friday night's main speaker will be Zulene Mayfield, chairwoman of the 
Chester Residents Concerned for Quality Living, a minority group in the city of 
Chester, Pennsylvania, it's about the "worst case of environmental racism in 
the nation." Saturday's main speaker will be John Stauber from the Center for 
Media and Democracy, a group which works to expose the workings of the 
public relations industry. John Stauber is co-author of the book Toxic Sludge is 
Good for You! — Lies, Damn Lies and the Public Relations Industry. After Mr. 
Stauber's speech there will be entertainment by Earth First! activist and folk 
singer Robert Hoyt. 

There will be workshops addressing nuclear waste dumping, dioxins, the 
alleged forest health crisis, computer networking, PepsiCo and human rights 
violations in Burma, sewage sludge, food safety, raising hell on campuses and 
in communities, mining, vegetarianism, landfills and incineration, developing 
campaign strategies, wood smoke pollution, the cancer and AIDS industries, 
labor and the environment, and civil disobedience/direct action. 

This conference will be a unique opportunity to bring together student and 
community environmentalists. The conference itself is free. For details and 
registration, contact Mike Ewall at RD2 Box 432, Summerville, PA 15864 (215) 
752-1202; e-mail: pen@envirolink.org. 


Casey Neill 
on T oup! 

Casey Neill, the rowdy EF! rocker, hits 
the road this fall with hand percussion- 
ist Dave White. Folks interested in put- 
ting on a show can call (206) 517-5071 
or e-mail: jlks@ speakeasy.org or check 
out our website at http:/www. speakeasy. 
org/~j!ks/casey/. 

All the following dates are tentative and 
subject to change. Riffraffin on.... 


OCTOBER 

9 — Seattle, WA @ The Black Cat 

10 — Newport/ Yachats, OR 

1 1 — Areata, CA 

12 — Garberville, CA (?) 

16— Willits/Ukiah, CA 

1 7 — Davis, CA @The Saloon w/the Diane 
PattersonSextet — Midwifery Benefit 

18 — Davis, CA @ Delta of Venus 
22-24 — Bay Area shows 

call (510) 848-8724 for info 
26 — Angels Camp, CA w/Clan Dyken 
late OCT — Palo Alto and Cotati, CA 
NOVEMBER 

14-17 — Salt Lake City Area 
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The First Bioregional Gathering 
of “The Americas'’ 
November 1 7-24 

MezMtla, Tepoztlan 

Moreles, Mexico 

This historic gathering represents the formal com- 
ing together of two powerful networks: the 
bioregional movement of the North and the Earth 
Guardian Vision Councils of the South. Two years 
in the planning, this historic event is intended to 
dissolve old barriers to communication and forge 
new alliances for the future of the Earth. 

The week will include councils and workshops, 
men's and women's circles, ceremonies, local com- 
munity involvement, a market and celebration. 
Accelerated Spanish language courses will be of- 
fered before and after the congress. 

Participants must preregister and deposit half of 
the US $200 fee by November 1. For more informa- 
tion in the US, contact: Beatrice Briggs, Turtle Island 
Office, 4035 Ryan Road, Blue Mounds, WI 53517 
USA; (608) 767-3931, fax 767-3932; e-mail: beabriggs 
@aol.com. 


Beautifully Designed 

STATIONERY PACKS 
Available 




Paper Company 

Atnerican-jMilled 
Tree-Free Papers 

Quality paper [rroducts made 
with environmental integrity. 
Living Tree Paper Company 
supports the use of alternatives to 
wood for pulp arrd paper. Our 
products show that earth friendly 
paper can be elegant and archival. 

• hemp • esparto grass • bamboo • 
• agricultural by-products • 

• post-consumer recycled fibers 


1430 Willamette Street, Suite 367 • Eugene, OR 97401 
email: taIkoaves Vigc.apc.org • Fax {541} 687*7744 

fj$\ 1 - 800 - 309-2974 • ( 541 ) 342-2974 
Caul on Write for a Free Catalog! 


| EVOLUTION AS FACT NUCLEAR MAONESS IMPERIALISM AS CANCER £ 


IWOD =6 is here! 

Und il ii is good enough lor the unolionilier 
Barm Clausen USD loan the fBl ami JBC News 
t then il is good enough lor von! v ' 
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LIVE WILD OR DIE 


zmm cur 
nn visits 

What should be the purpose of America's public 
forests? Should they be for the profit of extractive 
industries, or to provide life support for current and 
future generations of all living things? 

" End Logging On Public Lands, " a new video by the 
Sierra Club Many Rivers Group, asks this question 
and argues for ending all commercial logging on 
public lands. With a national focus, and endorsed by 
environmental groups from across the country, this 
hard-hitting 14-minute video features interviews with 
forest workers, activists and Forest Service veterans, 
as well as dramatic images of federal timber sales, 
aerial footage of national forests and satellite photog- 
raphy. "End Logging On Public Lands" is an all- 
volunteer, grassroots effort produced by Eugene, OR, 
activists Brett Cole and Phil Nanas. 

Suggested donation is $10, including shipping. 
Media, cable access, educational inquiries welcome. 
Bulk copies for distribution are available at cost. 
Each tape includes an action packet, full of valuable 
campaign information. 

To order a copy, make checks payable to Brett Cole 
and send them to the John Muir Sierrans, POB 
25431, Eugene, OR 97402; (541) 302-1 714 or e-mail 
Phil Nanas at zerocut2@aol.com. 


ELF HALLOWEEN SMASH 

The Earth Liberation Front (ELF) again calls for its 
annual Earth Nights, the time when we ask all 
ELFin, Animal Liberation Front, anti-nuclear, hu- 
man-rights, worker, anti-fascist and other revolu- 
tionary groups to come out and take action against 
those who are destroying the earth. Halloween is 
traditionally the time when all those who are never 
seen come out and are visible, for this is 

the moment to.be heard, NO mat- 

/ m ter what the targets — road 

/ \ companies, lumber 

/ — Tfr ] yards, vivisection labs, 

I IH\ |g,t>»r hunting stations, 

\ M 7 McDonalds, nuclear 

\ J V— J energy offices, military 
\. / bases, waste dumps, whal- 

ing boats, fascist groups, anti- 
union companies, third world dictator- 

ships, whatever — let us unite all thejadical forces 
who are striving for a better world /Let the^severT 
f nights of Earth Ni ght "allow thoca - iAihn aw H Acf rr>y_ 

' f ng~th i s j ilan&t jo be wit ness to some o f the mos t / 
de structiv e eco-sa botage andcrifljinani amage e ver/ 
s een, persuading thenTto^ eithpr givp up tjip jr prac4] 

ti ces or suffer the consequences !!! 

As always, ELF calls for no injury to life, only to ( 

profit and prope rty. ( 

'^fFor more information about ELF see page 1 8.] 






October 13th 

Stop using and think about what we’re losing. 

Turn out the lights, shut o tt the taps, cut o tt your engines and 
celebrate your freedom from consumption. October 13th is a day to 
reflect on ways to achieve sustainabillty-a plan for talcing what we 
need, giving back what we can. and leaving the rest to provide for 
generations to come, it’s only one day oflt of the year but it’s the 
first step towards restoring our land and resources. Just give it a try, 
and if you like it, try it again every month, Remember, she's your 
Mother Earth. So. give her a break. 

Consumption and the U.S. 

The United States is currently the largest energy market 
in the world and right behind Canada when it comes to 
per capita consumption. We've gotten used to turning 
on switches and electrifying everything. From 
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toasters and micro-waves, to blowdryers and VCR's, 
we've grown accustomed to using energy irresponsibly 
and in a way that destroys our environment. If we want 
to insure our own survival and that of future genera- 
tions. we need to start today by thinking about ways to 
use less and use wisely. 

Consumption and Indian lands. 

Uranium, coal, timber, oil, natural gas. water. Indian lands 
hold valuable resources that have long been exploited by 
corporations unconcerned with the effects on our environment. The 
degradation of these lands has a major and immediate impact on ail of 
Turtle Island. Uranium mining has already caused widespread contamina- 
tion on Native lands and waters. Strip mining threatens some of our most 
sacred places-like the Sweetgrass Hills. Trees cut for paper in places like 
Clayquot Sound and White Earth mean our culture is getting clearcut and 
hauled away. Dams like those proposed at James Bay and Northern Quebec, 
will put entire ecosystems underwater, And the never-ending search for 
more oil by companies like ARCO and EXXON threatens the existence of ' 
species like the Caribou in Northern Alaska that the Gwjch'in are desper- 
ately trying to save from the opening of the Artfc National Wildlife Refuge. 

It's time to stop and think about what we re losing and begin to confront the 
problems that directly threaten our ecological survival. 

Unplug! 

On October 13. we're going to Unplug for a day and learn to live simply. Use as 
little as you can and think about what you consume. Where does your power 
come irom? Your paper? Your gas? What are the alternatives? There's loads of 
V V; « ‘ L."v- solar, wind and conservation potential out there. Take a day off and think about 

it,- the try it again next month. We need to take action and save our resources. 

' Our peoples depend on it today and for thp seven generations to coroe. 

For additional Information please con&aot: • , - ' < - 

Ntlak Butler MlllUn) Trask TomGoldtooth ’ Priscilla Settee 
Greenpeace K A Lahui Hawaii Indigenous IWN 

568 Howard St(3rd ill The Sovereign Environmental Network 107 Engineering'^jdg. 
San Francisco. GA Hawaiian Nation PO Box 485 U.ot Manitoba 

94105 'P.O.Box 4964 ! Beroidji.MN 56601 Winnipeg 

1415)512-9025 Hilo.HI967» 018)751-4769 •» R3T-2N2 

f ■ ■/ ' E^naiU len@igcxpc org 1204)586-3559 


Winona LaDuke 
indigenous Women's 
Network II WN> 

7th Generation Fund 
Rt. 1 Box 308 
Ppnsford. MN 56575 


(318)573-3049 


'm- 


Marsha Gomez Christophej Petets 
IWN , 7th Generation Fund 

13621 PM 3769 < / 1 TO-Boa 456?. , 
Austin. TX.78726 Atcat«CA9552l 
'512258-3580 V f-s 007)825.7640 

'a \ V. 
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Animal Farm turns 
■ I Anarchist Farm 

back 


Book Review by Suzy 


Next time you're dusting off the bookshelf or cleaning out your backpack, be sure to make room next to 
your tattered ol' copy of Orwell's Animal Farm for its modern day sister sequel: Anarchist Farm by Jane Doe. 
You see, while the rest of us have been ballyhooing in our beers about diversity, or lack thereof, within 
— the movement, Jane Doe has been busy taking the offensive. She pulled a character or two from each of 
a dozen or so cauldrons and threw them together into one fabulously woven tale. Anarchist Farm illustrates 
diversity in action. It's a raucous tale of revolution and liberation, replete with caricatures of Earth First!, 
Food Not Bombs, hippies, crispies and even a lesbian pig. 

The book does not strive for complex philosophi- 
cal debate. Instead, Anarchist Farm is endearingly 
simplistic and surprisingly inspiring. What could be 
more charming than a bunch of wild animals mon- 
keywrenching logging equipment, domestic crit- 
ters overthrowing their farm, and an eventual coa- 
lition between the two to subvert the corporate 
beast? It's goofy, it's funny, and it's damn smart. 

Much of the symbolism is true and timely and a 
little too obvious for us to ignore. The obstacle that 
looms between the animals and the Great Stampede 
is humbly summed up in the immortal words of 
Hans, the gun-totin' German shepherd: "The corpo- 
ration wants us to hate each other and fight each 
other. That keeps us too busy to fight them." 

Amid the silliness, Jane Doe never undermines 
the very serious and difficult choices we — as a real 
life movement of people — must make when recon- 
ciling our principles with our goals. Because of this, 
Anarchist Farm does a great service to those of us 
grasping for a contemporary context for nonvio- 
lence. 

Okay, it might not be destined to be a classic. But 
it is good and it beats the hell out of reading another 
scholastic observation of the proverbial "us" from 
someone safely on the outside. This is an insider's 
witty perspective. Anarchist Farm is a worthy tribute 
to the chaos and charisma of our movement. It 
encourages us, if not to recognize our revolutionary 
potential, to laugh at ourselves along the way. 

Look in our new merchandise catalogue (insert) for 

ordering information. 


Eco-Thrillers 


Book Review by Justin Time 

One thousand people a day moving into 
Florida. Swamps dredged and channelized. Ham- 
mocks blasted. Islands defoliated. Condos and 
trailer parks sprouting faster than new Starbuck's 
outlets. And a huge tourism industry using sex 
and sun to push for more, more, more. 

Into the breach jumps Los Noches de Deciembre, 
a rag-tag group that plans to terrorize tourists and 
scare their way into depopulating south Florida 
and returning the land to its native inhabitants. 

Making the Monkey Wrench Gang seem tame, 
the "nachos," as the public immediately dubs 
them, kidnap the head of the Chamber of Com- 
merce and choke him on a rubber alligator, feed 
a condo-dweller to one of the last North Ameri- 
can crocodiles and set out to kidnap the Orange 
Bowl Queen. 

Carl Hiaasen's book, Tourist Season, has it all. 
It's an immensely funny read and a great expo- 
sure to the natural history of the giant sand bar 
known as Florida. Native Floridian Hiaasen, an 
award-winning columnist for the Miami Herald, 
has produced six novels set against the destruc- 
tion of Florida's ecosystem. He's a master at the 
three M's — murder, mayhem and madness — 
which determine what makes the front page. 

In addition to Tourist Season, he has written 
Striptease (a much better exposure of Big Sugar 
than the lame movie adaptation); Double 
Whammy, about a crooked TV evangelist land 
developer; Skin Tight, on the thriving cosmetic 
surgery industry; Native Tongue, where geriatric 
eco-warriors take on theme parks and golf devel- 
opments; and Stormy Weather, another take on 
shoddy development. 

Hiaasen and James W. Hall have come up with 
a genre, eco-thrillers, where the battle of good and 
evil plays across the landscape with bizarre char- 
acters, weird situations and the absurdity required 
to expose the sorry reality of consumer culture. 

Read him and laugh. Read him and weep. 


SHOWDOWN AT THE OP CORRAL 

by poet & mountaineer Richard Hale 

A Satire On Ecological Madness And Political Foolery 


It’s the year 2000 and the planet-rapers 
are singing their sick song ever louder: 

Weeeeeeeeeeeeee — Love a Return!!! 

The profits we make on the chances we take 
it’s all bottom line but earth-caring we’ll fake 
There’s only one thing we hold dear in our lives 
despite what we say to our kids and our wives 
The money is King, we revere the Great God 
we don’t give a damn about saving the sod 
The homeless can die, women’s rights are a joke 
the resource-poor countries can go up in smoke 
We’ll fly to the moon with the money we made 
while solar nuke rays fry the eco-brigade .... 

and, as usual, the ones who are paying close 
attention to Earthly devastation are ignored, 
harassed, threatened and otherwise treated 
like the enemy when they sing about truth: 

THE ECO -DITTY 
Ozone Depletion, Global Warming 
darn the facts but they just keep on coming 
Evvvvery time you turn around you see 
a man-made Hell headin’ for you and me! 
Acid Rain and Greenhouse Gases 
is what they’re leaving for our lads and lasses 



from ECOLOGY PRESS. This is a wickedly satirical tale of power, sexism, racism, OP 
and global warming, and the most prophetic novel of the modern era you’ll ever read. 

$ 19.95, includes shpg, please add sales tax if applicable. Visa/MC. 537 p, 7x10, s/c Int. Ed. 


They know that it doesn’t make any sense 

but, oh, what the heck, it’s an inheritance! To Order: 1-888-ECOTONE, fax 1-888-ECOBOOK. Mail: PO Box 609, Tonopah, AZ 85354 
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Video Review by James Barnes 

(The Paper Colony, a Documentary by DougHawes- 
Davis, 27 minutes, VHS format, $25) 

Beginning with a quotation from Henry Thoreau's 
novel The Maine Woods, Doug Hawes-Davis' latest 
documentary film, The Paper Colony, opens with an 


aerial view of a clearcut stretching into the horizon. 
The Maine woods are falling fast to the paper 
companies, and the surreal shots of borderless dev- 
astation are made more creepy by Ned Mudd and 
Eco-Sonic Band's eerie music. The film's score was 
recorded in a session where Doug's previous effort, 
Southbound, was played for the musicians with the 
sound off. Southbound is about hardwood chipping 
and deforestation in the southeast US. The impres- 
sion of ruin, lies and the betrayed confusion of the 
people carries over into the music, setting the tone 
for The Paper Colony. 

Maine's forests are different from those in the 
western US in an important respect; they are almost 
all in the hands of "private" corporations. Thus 
with seemingly untouchable arrogance, the people 
who run these industries have nearly stripped the 
state of its trees with little regard for the pusillani- 
mous state regulations that wrap deforestation in a 
thin tissue of legality. The great forest has fallen in 
the time of a generation, a generation that has 
wiped its collective ass on it. And as usual, now the 
people are desperate for anything, now matter how 
awful, to make a living. 

Folks interviewed in the film know who is respon- 
sible — and it isn't their people. Even the employees, 
w r eak men filmed in mill town diners, look away 
cringing as they mutter their support for the indus- 
try. Most folks offer disapproval in the insightful 
speech of the unpoliticized. They aren't neighbors, 
says one woman of the people who devastated the 
land around her home. Maybe they're not even 
human, just corporate Borg units — their hearts and 
brains replaced with legal machinery and financial 
databases. 

A related species that Doug's documentaries illu- 
minate in pallid detail are the bureaucratic undead, 
who clasp their damp and pulpy fingers together and 
utter shocking lies. Students of Goebbels, they know 


their job is to repeat their whoppers like a mantra 
until you believe them, for lack of ever hearing 
anything else. In The Paper Colony , the Spokesmen for 
Evil are one Chuck Gadzik, director of the Maine 
Forest Service, and Ray "Bucky" Owen, director of 
Maine Inland Fisheries and Wildlife. 

"There's not that much clearcutting happening in 
Maine today,” says Chuck as the aerial 
camera swoops over the barren ground 
to the forest edge where machines chew 
at the trees like so many big blue oxen 
in an overgrazed pasture. He tells us 
that most guys don't even like being in 
the icky outdoors; they'd rather mow 
the spruce down from a "climate-con- 
trolled cab where you can listen to the 
stereo and have a phone there and go 
home feeling clean and refreshed." 

Ray has a more geographical ap- 
proach: "Clearcutting is part of the 
landscape," he says, one hundred per- 
cent correct. But he's trying to get you 
to think that clearcuts are fundamen- 
tal, like the bedrock, and not some- 
thing that can be altered. In the vision 
he shares with you, they reach out forever in time as 
well as space. 

The bureaucrats and the company people speak 
the jargon of scientific management — "studies have 
been done," "clearcutting is an appropriate tool," 
"we don't have data to support that." They trot out 
their regulations and point to the sleek machinery 
that can pinch off a whole bouquet of trees at a 
time — "newer equipment that's much more sensi- 
tive to environmental issues," if not to the forest. 
The result is a landscape that looks like a stencil, 
deforestation punched out in giant block letters. 

Doug interviews Mitch Lansky, author of Beyond 
the Beauty Strip. "There's a confusion of high tech- 
nology with science," he explains. "Highly mecha- 
nized equipment Iproduces] cuts that are more 
brutal than anything ever dreamed of in the days of 
axes and oxen. What they're doing isn't scientific 
forestry because scientific forestry has to take into 
account ecology." 

The Paper Colony is an appropriate title for a 
documentary on forestry in Maine. It turns out that 
many members of the state legislature are paid 
employees of the transnationals which own most of 
the land. Rarely does one see such overt corporate 
control in the US. They're usually more sneaky. 
"Maine is not unique,, but is extreme in the degree 
to which there is industrial domination of the 
political process," says Lansky. "They're the govern- 
ment and they're right out of industry." 

"Sometimes we have to clearcut in order to pro- 
tect the forest," states Bob Cameron, a Boise-Cas- 
cade employee and state representative. 

Currently on the ballot for the November election 
in Maine is an initiative that would ban clearcutting 
and stringently limit harvest volumes and the area 
of canopy openings. The initiative is being opposed 
in an all-out effort by the timber industry, which is 
saturating the airwaves with relentless propaganda. 



Fellerbuncher chomping away at Dog's creation 


If you live in Maine, vote for it. No matter where you 
are, write letters to the editor, op-ed pieces or any- 
thing else you can think of to get folks to support 
this legislation. The Maine Wood, Thoreau's inspi- 
ration, deserves no less. 

The Paper Colony is an Ecology Center Production. 
Copies are $25 each postpaid for individuals and 
nonprofits. For other institutions or for public broad- 
cast, contact Ecology Center Productions at 1519 
Cooper St,. Missoula, MT, 59802; (406) 728-5733; 
fax (406) 728-9432; e-mail: dhd@wildrockies.org. 


FORESTS ARE NOT FOR LOGGING 
bumper stickers - white on green 
send $2 per sticker to: 

Corroding Conformity Stickers 

2938 E. Walnut #8 

Port Angeles, WA 98362 


Hag Rag is finally complete! 

The definitive journal of radical wimminz 
rantings can be all yours by sending $2.50 to 
Hag Rag, POB 183, Harmony, ME 04942. 




SINAPU, Colorado’s wolf recovery and 
habitat restoration group, SEEKS INTERNS 

Help us with fall/winter outreach, office organization and 
special projects. Some computer knowledge helpful. 
Mail or fax resume to Pam Uihlein, Sinapu, POB 3243, 
Boulder, CO 80307; (303) 447-8655, fax 447-8612. 


THE 

H*U-M-A*N*U-R-E 

HANDBOOK 

A GUIDE TO COMPOSTING HUMAN MANURE 

1995 by J. C. Jenkins 

198 pages, paperbound, indexed, illuslraled. 




How to recycle human feces and 
urine, or humanure, without the 
need for money, chemicals, tech- 
nology, odors, or environmental 
pollution. 

WI1AT TI 1K RKADKRS SAY: 

‘A moving book.” “The ultinulr in bathroom 
reading." “A lot of x~L" “After reading this 
book you'll never flush a toilet with indiffer- 
ence again." “Anyone who cares about the 
earth and wants to stop being part of our 
modem throw -away society should read this 
book." “A dangerous piece of w riting." 
One of the most amazing and informa- 
tive (and useful) books we have seen." 
“A good read fur anyone ready to 
entertain the possibility of more 
fully integrating him or herself into 
the ecosystem." “Witty and engaging." 
“Passionate, cogently reasoned, humor- 
ous, frequently irreverent." “One of the 
most serious and humorous, well 
researched yet humble, and motivating 
works I have read." “A sh— ty book.” 
S1K.00 Pl»l>; ORDER FROM: JENKINS 
fUHI.lSIUNO, |>KIT. EE, PO BOX (AY 7, 
(.’ROVE CITY, PA 16127 I ISA 


THE BLACK CqT 5«leoTfl6 E Reader 

IHD pages nF WRiTiru& 5 ,E>RRW 1 l« 3 LflRTno|il 5 

m n m WmiRt EiuUif\D./flLF/Rf^rHi5T LnErjRTaffB 

-PHILWWJ nf= Saqa-fa&E 

- anfFi-LaF\s | aiuTi-ujo^K 

- SJ^IflJCr ailJopjFjiL 

- HEcipEEi'/Quiiiom'TFiniainj EcnrjEFEiifiE 

...fliun mucHrfi uRe 

5Pnm #5 iTitnuEi/ugaER j Bill 

A POB 51011 

EuBEiue.cft <nw5 




PRODUCTIONS 


of “Logs, Lies & Videotape ” fame, now brings you 


“TROUBLED WATERS” 

A hot new video tool for activists 

• Video featuring Ralph Nader, a horselogger, fishers, economists and a city water manager 
on the economic benefits of protecting public forests and streams. 

• Short (1 1 min.) and cheap! — a perfect organizing tool. Show it to your neighbors, reporters 
and political reps. Air it on public access cable TV stations. 


Videotapes: $7 for one, $4 for each additional copy, or $3 each for 10 or more. Postage 
included. Send check to Green Fire, POB 11216, Eugene, OR 97440; (503) 274-6234; 
gmfire@peak.org. Visit our website at http://www.teleport.com/~gfmedia. 
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Walking In French Creek, Summer 1996 


METHOW RIVER 


CLEAR AS CUT GLASS 


My knees ache a dull throb and I stop to marvel that they 
haven't yet buckled 

My attention is diverted though and I stare in gaping awe 
of your movement — you are flowing North, you are 
running home 

And I am still, wincing and pondering pain and fluidity 


We awoke, tumbling out of sleep the way 
a fawn might tumble out of a snow drift 
and we began to speak of waters. 

I remembered the great homed owl 
just across the river, 
hearing it the previous night 
and nights before. 

The bear we saw crossing the river, 
running scared through the vine maples 
after detecting our human scent. 

The way the bear utilized 
the spindly skeleton boughs for refuge 
and the way 1 might use them to fashion 
a structure or a fire. 

I left the river that day, 
and I've not returned since. 


JUST AS DANGEROUS 


My pack is neatly, though disproportionately, stuffed and 
the weight shifts 

I am struggling, grumbling when I notice the smell — the 
sweet, wet aroma of crushed wild strawberries beneath 
my feet 

I am laughing, fondling the delicate fruit and forgetting 
my tired back 


Many times, many afternoons, I have filled my belly here, 
delighted my tongue with huckleberries, 
thimbleberry, whortleberry, water 
Many evenings I have dozed in your darkening canyon 
walls, lulled through digestion by the rhythmic 
dancing of your rapids, your course 


The day we saw salmon spawning, 
finishing their anadramous journey. 

They were as long as my arm, 

their dorsal fins protruded above the water's surface. 

Having come through the locks at Portland 

and up the ladders at Bonneville, Umatilla Rapids, 

Rocky Reach and Grand Coulee, 

we watched these two Chinooks swim the last mile of a 
thousand. 

A stick I threw into the river bhce, ! 

JgF Jtm 

remembering how I thought of its own travels to the ■>. 

-Jflp 

ocean. 

thinking that it, like me but unlike the salmon : 

would not return." ’ £ yi 


This time I am weeping amid my folly and I am ashamed 
to know through the blasting of dynamite, the scream 
of helicopters and saws that I did not fight hard 
enough to save you. 


Darryl Echt 


TWO DAYS OF RAIN 


We've had two days of rain 

On this kayaking trip 

And we're totally miserable and cold 

Island bound, really inconvenienced 

Though long ago 

People lived quiet well here 

With the rain, with the rough waves 

Without all the switches of technology 


Three 


The day we cooked a stone killed grouse 
over a small, smokeless fire. 

The time I Spent a feverish and frightening 
fourth day of fast, 

lying and listening to the water's salubrious sounds, 
The evening we all spent planning our sweat lodge, 

■ y ... 

speaking of food, equality and biology. 

Nights we jumped naked into the river after sweatir 
amidst sage smoke, yarrow tea and other naked, 
sweating bodies. 

We spoke of all our days by the Methow, 
and dreamed of staying there forever. 


McBride 


K 


Armed only with a pack I could barely lift 
Mr ™ l §& 

I arrived at a beautiful place 

I met some wonderful people 

All were different, yet held by a common thread 


Thunder rumbles in the distance. 

,jg§| 

Summer rains come slowly to this canyon- 
the sweet, muddy drops fall first 
on the lava capped plateau to the 
North. 

The desert it quiet 
heat — dreamy 

save for the song of the cicada 
urging along the heat of the 


The workshops were informative — I got to know more 
The swimming was fun — I got to lose some inhibitions 
The circles were great — almost everyone was there 
The campfires were late — but the music was grand 


•Chuck Brushwood 


Warrior Poets Society 
SEND POEMS TO! Bk 

ASUC Box 361 
Berkeley, CA 
94720-4510 


Someone's little one fell asleep by the fire 
I knew it was time for me to go 
As a note was left for a friend on the way out 
I started looking forward to next year's RRR! 


Marie Morrissey 


-Jenny Armetta 


Earth First! Directory 


ALASKA 

Michael A. Lewis 

POB 80073, Fairbanks, AK 99708 

Mike or Billie 

POB 6197, Sitka, AK 99835 

ARIZONA 

Phoenix EF! 

POB 8795, Phoenix, AZ 85066 
Arizona Wildlands Museum 
POB 24988, Tetnpe, AZ 85285 
Tucson EF! AZEE! Newsletter 
POB 3412, Tucson, AZ 85722 
Bradshaw EF! 

220 Grove, Prescott, AZ 86301 
CALIFORNIA 
Northcoast EF! 

POB 4796, Areata, CA 95518 
(707) 825-8911 
Redwood Action Team 
Darryl Chemey 

POB 34, Garberville, Ecotopia 95542 
(707) 923-DEMO 
Sonoma County EF! 

POB 7544, Santa Rosa, CA 95407 
(707) 523-1229 
Bay Area EF! 

POB 83, Canyon, CA 94516 
Bay Area EF! Hotline (510) 848-8724 
Wiley Coyote 

POB 74283, Davis, CA 95617 
Davis EF!/FOW-Cascadia 
POB 73063, Davis, CA 95617 
(916) 753-1678 
Santa Cruz EF! 

POB 344, Santa Cruz, CA 95061 
(408) 425-3205 
Orange County EF! 

POB 4960-593, Irvine, CA 92616-4960 
Auto Free Orange County 
POB 736, Laguna Beach, CA 92652 
Los Angeles EF! 

POB 4381, N. Hollywood, CA 91617 
(818) 569-5592 
Alluvial EF! 

POB 77027, #102, Pasadena, CA 91107 
(909) 422-1637 
Mojave EF! 

POB 842, Barstow, CA 92312-0842 
(619) 961-8489 
mojaveef@envirolink.org 
Baja Ecotopia F.F! 

POB 33663, San Diego, CA 92163 

COLOR AD O 

Walkabout 

POB 1166, Boulder, CO 80306 
(303) 938-1677, mjl@nilenet.com 
San Juan EF! 

POB 3204, Durango, CO 81302 
Wilderness Defense! 

POB 460101, Aurora, CO 80046-0101 

aq328@freenet.uchsc.edu 

Art Goodtimes 

POB 1008, Telluride, CO 81435 
Tim Haugen 
The Wild Ranch Review 
POB 81, Gulnare, CO 81042 
Gunnison Basin EF! 

POB 592, Crested Butte, CO 81224 
Roaring Fork EF! 

Ill Polo, Glenwood Springs, CO 81601 

FLORIDA 

Big Bend EF! 

POB 20582, Tallahassee, FL 32316 
(904) 421-1559 
Alachua EF! 

3108 SE 16th Terr, Gainesville, FL 32641 
(352) 375-1454 

HAWAII 

Christopher Hope-Cowing 
POB 1031, Makawao, HI 96768 

IDAHO 

Northern Rockies Preservation 
1501 1/2 N. 13th St., Boise, ID 83702 
(208) 345-8077 
Cove/Mallard Coalition 
POB 8968, Moscow, ID 83843 
(208) 882-9755, fax 883-0727 
cove @moscow.com 
ILLINOIS 
Chicago EF! 

POB 6424, Evanston, IL 60204 
Red Buffalo EF! 

POB 185, Normal, IL 61761 
Shawnee EF! 

913 S. Illinois, Carbondale, IL 62901 
(618) 549-7387 

l-QWA 

Tallgrass Prarie EF! 

POB 1503, Iowa City, I A 52244 
j jquig@blue.uiowa.edu 

MAINE 

Maine EF! 

POB 183, Harmony, ME 04942 
Wassumkeag EF! 

POB 869, Searsport, ME 04974 


MARYLAND 

Anacostia-Rock Creek EF! 

POB 5625, Takoma Park, MD 20913 
(301) 270-0857 

Mass EF! 

POB 708, Littleton, MA 01460-2708 
Martha's Vineyard EF! 

RR1, Box 381A 

Martha's Vinyard, MA 02568 

Mid-Connecticut River Valley EF! 

POB 35, Montague, MA 01351 

MINNESOTA 

Big Woods EF! 

c/o Arise! Bookstore 

2441 Lyndale South, Mnpls, MN 55405 

Paddlefish 1st! c/o Drew Hempel 

2441 Lyndale Ave. S 

Minneapolis, MN 55105 

MISSOURI 

Ray O McCall 

Rt. 1, Box 89 

Mountain Grove, MO 65711 
Pink Planarians 

POB 7653, Columbia, MO 65205-7653 

(314) 443-6832 

74747.2052@compuserve.com 

Chinquapin Resistance 

POB 63232, St. Louis, MO 63163 

(314) 776-7496 

MONTANA 

Northern Rockies Biodiversity Project 
POB 4431, Whitefish, MT'59937 
(406) 862-4945 
Wild Rockies EF! 

POB 9286, Missoula, MT 59807 
(406) 728-5733 (message #) 
Yellowstone EF! 

POB 6151, Bozeman, MT 59715 
(406) 585-9211 
NEBR A SKA 

Environmental Resource Center 
370 Bordeaux Rd., Chadrori, NE 69337 
(308) 432-3458 

NEW IERSEY 

PAW Pinelands/Kittatiny Project 

POB 506, Bloomfield, NJ 07003 

(201) 748-4322 

NEW MEXICO 

Land of Disenchantment EF! 

POB 72295, Albuquerque, NM 87195 

New Mexico Direct Action 

POB 22488, Santa Fe, NM 87502-2488 

(505) 986-8435 

N EW Y OR K 

Wetlands Preserve 

James Hansen 

161 Hudson St., NY, NY 10013 
(212) 966-5244, fax 925-8715 
Foghorn 

POB 889, Westhampton Beach, NY 11978 
(516) 288-2688 

NORTH CAROLINA 
Katiiah EF! 

POB 1485, Asheville, NC 28802 

OHIO 

Cleveland EF! 

17305 Grovewood Ave. 

Cleveland, OH 44119 
(216) 383-9985 
Ohio Valley EF! 

POB 1 7, Univ. of Cincinnati 
Cincinnati, OH 45221-1001 
(513) 281-6892 
Oberlin Earth First! 

Wilder Box 76, Oberlin, OH 44074 
Hock-Hocking Watershed EF! 
Whaley Mander 

8 N. Court St. # 307, Athens, OH 45701 
(614) 594-6400 
Piankasha EF! 

7992 Hopper Rd., Cincinatti, OH 45255 

OREGON 
Blue Heron EF! 

Reed Coll. SAO, Portland, OR 97202 
(503) 771-1112x7875 
Southern Willamette EF! 

POB 10384, Eugene, OR 97440 
(541) 343-7305, swef@efn.org 
Kangaroo EF! 

POB 332, Williams, OR 97544 
Kalmiopsis EF! 

POB 2093, Cave Junction, OR 97523 
(541) 592-3386 
Cascadia Rising! 

POB 9554, Bend, OR 97708 
Blue Mtns. Biodiversity Project 
HCR 82, Fossil, OR 97830 
PENNSYLVANIA 
Allegheny EF! 

POB 81011, Pittsburg, PA 15217 
Antoinette Dwinga 
842 Library Ave., Carnegie, PA 15106 
Scott Thiele 

RD 4, 237-A Elk Ln., Montrose, PA 18801 


Allegheny Defense Project 
POB 245, Clarion, PA 16214 

T ENNESS E E 
Katuah EF! 

Tennessee Valley Faction 
POB 281, Chattanooga, TN 37401 
(423) 624-3939 
Katiiah EF! 

1414 Highland Ave., Knoxville, TN 37916 
(423) 524-6084 

TEXAS 
EF! Austin 

POB 7292, U. Stn., Austin, TX 78713 
(512) 320-0413, entropy@eden.com 
Corpus Christi EF! 

4114 Claudia, Corpus Christi, TX 78418 
(512) 937-6019 
East Texas EF! 

Rt. 1, Box 2120, Point Blank, TX 77364 
Ranger Hairlocks EF! 

2959 Benbrook Blvd. 

Fort Worth, TX 76109 

UTAH 

Autonomy House 

POB11015, SLC, UT 84147 

Wild Wasatch Front 

847 W 700 S, Brigham City, UT 84302 

VERMONT 

Two Rivers EF! 

POB 85, Sharon, VT 05065 
Biodiverfity Liberation Front 
The ALARM 

J.R., POB 804, Burlington, VT 05402 

VIRGINIA 

Virginia EF! 

Rt. 1, Box 250, Staunton, VA 22401 

(540) 885-6983 

Massive Retaliation 

2129 General Booth Blvd. #253 

Virginia Beach, VA 23454-5872 

(804) 468-3180 

Sherman 

POB 13192, Roanoke, VA 24031-3192 

WASHINGTON 

Jeanette Russell 

Bellingham, WA (360) 647-1680 

Seattle EF! 

POB 12124, Seattle, WA 98102 
ph/fax (206) 329-3432, can@scn.org 
Olympia EF! ENTMOOT! 

POB 12391, Olympia, WA 98508 

WEST VIRGINIA 

Central Appalachian Biodiversity Project 

Rt. 3, Box 390, Hedgesville, WV 25427 

(304) 754-9161 

WI SCONS IN 

Midwest Headwaters Action 
Midwest Headwaters Journal 
731 State St„ Madison, WI 53711 
(608) 255-8765 or 259-9245 

Hank Bruse 

235 Travis, Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495 

(715) 423-5636 

North Forests EF! 

c/o Grassroots Collective 

748 Algoma Blvd., Oshkosh, WI 54901 

(414) 424-0265 

PurplEarth 

POB 645, Portage, WI 53901 
(608) 742-5415 


Jailed Activists 

Rod Coronado 
03895-000, FCI Unit SW 
8901 S. Wilmot Rd. 

Tucson, AZ 85706 USA 

Milton Born with a Tooth 
c/o MEDF, Box 53 
10024-82 Ave. 

Edmonton, Alberta 

T6E1Z3 CANADA 

♦ 

MOVE activists' address update 
(send a seperate letter to each one) 

Merle Austin Africa #006306 
Debbie Sims Africa #006307 
Janet Holloway Africa #006307 
SCI-Cambridge Springs 
451 Fullerton Ave. 

Cambridge Springs, PA 16403-1238 

Michael Davis Africa #AM4973 
Charles Sims Africa #AM4975 
SCI-Gaterford, POB 244 
Gaterford, PA 19426-0244 

Edward Goodman Africa SAM4974 
SCI-Camp Hill, POB 200 
Camp Hill, PA 17011-0200 

William Phillips Africa #AM4984 
Delbert Orr Africa #AM4985 
SCI-Dallas, Drawer K 
Dallas, PA 18612 


EF! Projects 
& Campaigns 


The Boycott Quarterly 
POB 30727, Seattle, WA 98103 
Cascadia Fire Ecology 
Education Project 
POB 3563, Eugene, OR 97403 
Coast Watch 
POB 181 1, Rockland, ME 04841 
Cold Mountain, 

Cold Rivers Video Project 
POB 7941, Missoula, MT 59807 
(406) 728-0867 
Direct Action Fund 
POB 210, Canyon, CA 94516 
(510) 376-7329, fax 631-7958 
Earth Liberation Prisoners 
POB 23, 5 High St., Glastonbury, 
Somerset, England BA6 9PU 
(01458)831545 


End Corporate Dominance 

c/o Austin EF! 

POB 7292, Austin, TX 78713 
(512) 320-0413, entropy@eden.com 
Ranching Task Force 
POB 5784, Tucson, A2 85703 
(520) 791-2913 

Sea Defense Alliance (SeDnA) 
POB 67121, Scotts Valley, CA 95067 
Video Warriors/Wise Use Watch 
POB 2182 , Berkeley, C.A 94702 
Warrior Poets Society 
ASUC Box 361 
Berkeley, CA 94720-4510 
0 Xtract from Public Lands 
EF!J, POB 1415, Eugene, OR 97440 
fax (541) 741-9191 
earthfirst@igc.apc.org 


International EF! Directory 


AUSTRALIA 

Rainforest Information Centre 
POB 368, Lismore, NSW 2480 
(066) 21-85-05 
EF! Australia 

Canopy, POB 1738QGPO, 
Melbourne 3001, Victoria 
(03) 354-7972, fax 416-2081 

CANADA 

Coast Mountains EF! 

1472 Commercial Drive, Box 128 

Vancouver, BC V5L 3X9 

(604) 708-9660 

EF! Prince George 

Box 1762, Prince George, BC V2L 4V7 

Boreal Owl 

Box 1053, Kamloops, BC V2C 6H2 
VALLEYWATCH! 

Group 8, Box 8, RR1 

Winlaw, BC V0G 2V0 

EF! Manitoba 

15-222 Osborne St. South 

Winnipeg, Manitoba R3L 1Z3 

(204) 453-9052 

EF! Toronto 

POB 70, 1576 Queen St. West 
Toronto, Ontario M6R 1A6 
(416) 698-6343 
EF! Ottawa 
Box 4612 Station E 
Ottawa, Ontario K1S 5H8 
Autonomous Green Action 
POB 4721, Station E 
Ottawa, Ontario K1S 5H9 
EF! Montreal 
Diffusion Noire 
c/o Librairie Alternative 
2035 St. Laurent, 2 e etage 
Montr&al, PQ H2X 2T3 
EIRE 

An Talamh Glas 
c/o Anne 

Abbey St., Ballinrobe 
County Mayo 

ENGLAND 

[Over SO local EF! groups exist in 
England; for a list, contact the 
EF! Action Update, POB 9656, 
London N4 4JY; (0171) 561-9146; 
actionupdate@gn.apc.org] 

Oxford EF! 

Box E, 1 1 1 Magdalen Rd., 

Oxford, OX4 IRQ, (01865) 791391 
South Downs EF!, 

Dead Trees EF! and Do or Die 

6 Tilbury Place, Brighton BN2 2GY 

savage@easynet.co.uk 

http://www.hrc.wmin.ac.uk/ 

campaigns/earthfirst.html 

FRANCE 

Resistance verte 

Editions ARS, BP 890 

44022 Nantes Cedex 01 


EF! France 

BP 631, 53006 Laval Cedex 

GERMANY 

EF! Germany 

c/o Avalon, Friedrlch-Ebert-Str. 24 
45127 Essen 

INDIA 
Anand Skaria 

PB #14, Cochin 682001, Kerala 
(009) 484-25435 
Bander Bagicha 

Near Maurya LokPATNA-800 001 
Bihar, Post Box 229 
PHILIPPINES 
Ariel Betan, Green Forum 
3rd Floor, Liberty Building 
Pasay Rd., Makati, Metro Manila 
(2) 816-0986, 851-110, 818-3207 
Volunteers for Earth Defense 
189 San Antonio Ext. SFDM 
1105 Quezon City 
POLAND 

Workshop For All Beings 
ul. Modrzewskiego 29/3 
43-300 Bielsko, Biala 
fax 0048-30-29496 

RUSSIA 

Rainbow Keepers (10 local groups) 
POB 14, Nizhni Novgorod 603082 
(8312) 34-32-80, tretyput@glas.apc.org 
Rainbow Keepers (Moscow) 

(095) 954-91-93, rk@glas.apc.org 
ECOFEFENSE! 

Moskovsky prospekt 120-34 
236006 Kaliningrad/Koenigsburg 
ph/fax +7 (0112) 43-72-86 
ecodefense@gIas.apc.org 
SCOTLAND 
Glasgow EF! 

POB 180, Glasgow G4 9AB 
+44 (0)41 636 1924/339 8009 
fax +44 (0)41 424 3688 
scotree@gn.apc.org 

SLOVAKIA 

Earth First! 

A. Hlinku 11, 96001 Zvolen 
kolenka@uvt.tuzvo.sk 

SP A I N 

Manuel A. Dernandcs 

Taller de E. A. A CURUXA 

J. B. Xelmirer J, Campus Universitario 

1570 S Santiago 

(81) 584321, fax (81) 584533 

SWEDEN 

Morgan Larsson 

Lagmansgaten 9C, 46 37 Vdnersborg 

UKRAINE 

Rainbow Keepers (5 local groups) 
c/o Nadia Shevchenko 
Glushkova 17-22, Kiev 252187 
+7 (044) 252-48-22, . 
nadia@gluk.apc.org 


Phone Action 


with 



Affinity 


Long Distance 


Affinity Long Distance 
guarantees a 10% rate 
reduction on your phone bill. 
Plus, Affinity will give 5% of 
your bill to the EF! Journal. 

For an application or more info, 
write us here at the Journal. 
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Resistance ia toe Redwoods! Fo a r nd ciinton? m 

Trail of Tears 

by Jeffrey St. Clair and 
Alexander Cockburn 

On Saturday, September 21, Dave 
Foreman related to his fellow Sierra 
Club board members an amazing 
dream he had allegedly experienced 
the preceding night. Dramatically, the 
former eco- warrior told how the shade 
of Edward Abbey had appeared to him 
as he slept. Abbey, according to Fore- 
man, had been reincarnated as a vul- 
ture. The spectral bird told Foreman 
that he had flown over the Kaiparowits 
Plateau in southern Utah in the wake 
of President Clinton's proclamation 
that 1.8 million acres on the north 
side of the Colorado River would be 
designated as a National Monument. 

"Dave," croaked Abbey, "this is a 
good thing." 

Foreman paused. "If it's good enough 
^ for Ed Abbey, it's good enough for me. 
s I'll vote for the Club to endorse Bill 
J Clinton." For the past two months, 
| Foreman had been a fierce opponent 
| of a Clinton endorsement by the Club. 
3 Soon after Foreman recounted his vi- 


As Long as the Grass Shall Grow: 
The Defense of Opal Creek 

This dramatic early-70s event saved 
Jawbone Flats and set the tone for the 
fierce defense of central Oregon's Opal 
Creek, the spectacular waterway of an- 
cient forest and mighty waterfalls that 
meet with Battle Ax Creek at Jawbone 
flats and form the Little North Fork 
Santiam River — the only undammed 
native salmon and steelhead river left in 
the entire Willamette River system. 
New Wilderness After 12 
Barren Years 

1 On September 30, 1996, years of ef- 
= fort finally paid off and Congress passed 

0 retiring Senator Mark O. Hatfield's last 
| act (a rider, what else!) to set aside 

1 13,000 acres of Opal Creek as Wilder- 
ness. Another 13,000 acres along the 
Little North Fork and its tributaries will 

The judge issued a judicial reprimand to °P aI Creek c,earcut marker ^ circa 1982 be a Scenic Recreation Area and the little- 
the Forest Service. She found George and Billy within known but wondrous Elkhorn Creek, home of the lowest- 
their rights to protect their homes and property. continued on page 2S 


by Michael Donnelly 

How It All Began 

The Forest Service ranger and his com- 
panion state trooper came around the 
bend into the dilapidated mining camp. 
This business of burning down these 
relic inholdings had been an interesting 
mission. Already the camp on Tin Cup 
Creek was but a memory and soon Jaw- 
bone Flats would also be history. 

Out of the bushes jumped George 
Atiyeh and Indian Billy. They leveled 
their rifles on the intruders and dis- 
armed them. After a short exchange, 
George and Billy sent them packing. 

Two days later George and Billy sur- 
rendered to a SWAT team and, at their 
later court hearing, they were acquitted. 



sion, the Sierra Club board ended a 
bitter schism and voted to grant 
Clinton their unqualified support, 
with Foreman providing the vital vote. 

The Sierra Club endorsement was a 
prize the White House had been pu£ 
suing hotly for several months/ySo 
seriously was it taken that A1 Gore 
himself placed no less than four tele- 
phone calls to one board member who 
had been leaning against the endorse- 
ment in the week prior to the vo te. ^ 

With the administration expanding 
its lead in the polls and Bob Dole's 
campaign turning more environmen- 
tally hostile by the day, one might ask 
why the administration devoted such 
time to securing the Sierra Club's pub- 
lic support. Two reasons stand out. 
The administration's prime objective 
was to extinguish any emerging threat 
from the Green Party's Ralph Nader 
and his running mate Winona LaDuke. 
Nader, running an almost invisible 
campaign, was polling at close to 10 
percent in the West, enough to put 
those otherwise safe states at risk 
should a new scandal, or explosive 
Whitewater indictment, break close 
to election day. 

Equally important, however, was the 
need to update the green credentials 
of A1 Gore, who is using this campaign 
as a prelude to his inevitable run at the 
White House in 2000. At best, Gore 
has been AWOL on the environment 
for the past four years, remaining si- 
lent as the administration collapsed 
on promised timber, mining and graz- 
ing reforms. At worst, Gore has been 
an effective opponent of progressive 

continued on page 24 


by Hugh Morose 

"Save Headwaters Now! Save Headwaters Now!" Along- 
side a rural highway opposite one of Pacific Lumber's giant 
mills, nearly 8,000 voices raised in unison chanted the will 
of the people. On a flatbed truck serving as a stage, a 
glittering array of speakers and performers rallied the 
crowd. Bonnie Raitt, Casey Neill, Starhawk, Sierra Club 
President Adam Wehrbach, and two dozen other local 
religious leaders, environmental activists, movement min- 
strels and restoration advocates sang, spoke and prayed. It 
was truly a sight to behold: the largest forest protest, and 
one of the most significant civil disobedience actions of 
any kind, in the history of the United States. 

Nevertheless, Maxxam/Pacific Lumber (PL) is presently 
ripping ancient fallen trees out of the lush, pristine red- 
wood groves of Headwaters Forest. Years of grassroots 
resistance in the woods, streets and courtrooms reached a 
pivotal moment on October 7, when salvage logging tore 
through the heart of All Species Grove. The smoke has not 
yet cleared, and the last unprotected redwood wilderness 
on Earth hangs in the balance. 

Back in July, Earth First!, the Environmental Protection 
Information Center (EPIC) and others hatched plans for a 
massive September 15 rally. This was the day that marked 
the end of marbled murrelet-nesting season and the begin- 
ning oi habitai-destruction season. As the date drew near, 
organizers were overwhelmed by the incredible depth of 
public support for preservation of this wilderness. Phones 
rang day and night at environmental offices up and down 
the North Coast as people from as far away as Florida 
geared up for a trip to Carlotta, a tiny mill town in the heart 
of Humboldt County. Pacific Lumber president and 
Maxxam toadie John Campbell deepened public outrage 
with threats to begin salvage logging in the ancient groves 
on September 16. 

While Earth First!ers and others held a series of in- 
creasingly tense meetings about the rally with public 
officials, overfed cops and PL lackeys, a truly illustrious 
cadre of crooks and compromisers including Maxxam 
honcho Charles Hurwitz, California Senator Dianne 
Feinstein and Deputy Secretary of the Interior John 
Garamendi assembled in a Washington back room. Ap- 
parently terrified by the power of a truly massive demon- 
stration, they emerged September 14 to announce a 



This car lockdown was one of six blockades on September 16, 
shutting down every entrance to the Headwaters complex. 


vague two-week moratorium on salvage operations, and 
Feinstein muscled her way onto radio and television 
stations to urge people not to come to Carlotta. 

The moratorium failed to dissuade anyone and people 
came to Carlotta in droves. Making their way through 
an incredible deluge of Humboldt County rain, almost 
8,000 people gathered in front of PL's Carlotta mill and 
rallied for hours before marching to a gate on the main 
haul road into Headwaters Forest. As the daylight 
dwindled, Judi Bari, Darryl Cherney, Jello Biafra and 

continued on page 14 




EARTH FIRST! 

NO COMPROMISE IN THE DEFENSE OF MOTHER EARTH! 

POB 1415 • EUGENE, OREGON 97440 • (541) 741-9191 


WHERE KEIKO MEETS THE SPOTTED OWL 


I was washing dishes the other day when a daddy long- 
legs jumped into the dishwater, crumpling instantly. 1 
fished her out, helped her get her legs organized again and 
set her on the counter. She was back in the sink before 1 
knew it and, half-an-hour later, I boiled her to death by 
draining the potato water on her. 

She was undone; I was momentarily crushed. If people can 
have "totem" insects, the spider is mine and I mourned my 
hand in her death. My habit is to hide such sensitivities, 
though, fearing I might resurrect the torturous animal 
rights-versus-environmentalism "debate." Side-stepping the 
issue at this juncture, however, may cause us to lose our way. 

In the past few months, I've been disturbed by rumored 
conflicts between animal rights and environmental activ- 
ists. Folks at the People for the Ethical Treatment of Ani- 
mals (PET A) are apparently still upset at Earth First! because 
of Mike Roselle's criticisms in the Journal, Eostar 1996. 
We've also received letters from the UK describing attempts 
to deepen the emerging alliance between our movements 
as simultaneously frustrating and encouraging. 

I hesitate in speaking out on this issue because Earth First! 
is an assemblage of highly opinionated, some- 
times-like-minded people who continuously ar- - - / 

gue about what to eat and drink; who to build •*&!!&■/ 

alliances with and how to do so; what "deep y 

ecology" means; sexual and procreative eth- •/ ™ 

ics; and also our responsibilities to indi- /)' 
vidual animals versus ecosystems them- • / 
selves. I fear that positing my views here / / 

will only lead to people to interpret / / 

them as EF!'s "party line" — even though / 

we don't have one. Perhaps the percep- t 

tion that we "have" a party line is what got us in trouble with 
PETA in the first place! Let's examine how to evolve beyond 
the debate before stepping into another one. 

We can probably agree that the abuse of individual 
animals and the ecosystems upon which they depend are 
intimately related, and certainly that an individual 
organism's most fundamental right is to live in a healthy 
ecosystem. For our cross-pollinated movement — those 
people who see with both individualistic and holistic 
lenses— an alliance seems natural. And on virtually all 
"environmental" issues it is natural to promote simulta- 
neously the well-being of both individual life forms and 
their wider webs of relations. Even "extremists" in each 
movement should find much to unite them; consider: 

•Animal testing — Even if you're not concerned with 
cruelty to laboratory animals, the western medical industry 
produces an enormous amount of waste, much of it toxic. 

•Commercial fishing— If the suffering of marine animals 
doesn't bother you, trawling has decimated fish popula- 
tions, precipitating a 50 percent decline in the last five 
years alone. 

•Deforestation — Even if concern about ecosystems is too 
abstract for you, it is clear that deforestation kills millions 
of individual animals (and as Dana Lyons sings, "Let's not 


forget the plants.") 

•Trophy hunting — Both subsistence hunters and vegans 
should be able to denounce and resist such blood-sport. 

•Car culture — Driving creates roadkill and promotes 
global warming while roads themselves open wildlands 
to voracious corporate appetites. 

•Excessive packaging — Virgin-pulp cardboard and non- 
biodegradable plastic squander resources and bloat the 
landfill. 

•Bad food-production — Mechanized, fossil-fueled- 
driven, industrial agriculture and monocropping kill 
both individual "domestic" animals and ecosystems, as 
do many forms of ranching and animal husbandry. 

Promoting sustainable alternatives provides plenty of 
work for the "radical" agenda in the coming years. We'll 
never want for topics to debate however, such as what 
ends to pursue, what to prioritize while the world crumbles 
around us and how best to fight. There will 
/f^~\ even be times when those with passions in 
//" j the "animal rights" movement will dis- 
Mg. , J agree fundamentally with those whose pas- 

///'(/- / sions focus more on the assault on nature 

as a whole. Shouldn't this be expected in 
~fw \ i j ^ this wonderfully diverse world? Why 
* I f' f j/ I get bitter about it? Perhaps we can even 

jdwAwSjtC i| evolve so that we can argue in an 
open and civil way — not demoniz- 
{ : ing those with whom we dis- 

agree — and of course, cooperat- 
' v ing on the many issues where 

\ \ x> we are natural allies. 

- So why come together? 

Pragmatically, because we 
are outnumbered, outfunded and outgunned (this by 
choice). Moreover, we who refuse compromise need all 
the allies we can get! 

Personally, because when we work with those who 
disagree with us, we remain open to learning something 
new, and we retain the chance to deepen their views as 
well, strengthening all involved. 

These perhaps inappropriately juxtaposed issues will 
not go away soon. And we should not want them to — we 
can still learn much from them. We invite more discus- 
sion in these pages about it. (A good place to start is with 
Rod Coronado's reflections on pages 26 and 27.) Talk that 
continues among already-in-agreement clusters and in 
movement rumor-mills will only fester. 

My other totem insect is the minuscule mosquito. 
Considered annoying by all who come in contact with it, 
except for those who eat it, this David-sized creature has 
the power to kill with one sting. I draw inspiration from 
the mosquito when hurling my relatively insignificant 
being against Goliathan corporations. Visualize a swarm 
of well-organized mosquitoes with an agenda. 

— by Leslie Hemstreet with Fangorn 


A 


Samhain 


by Peggy Sue McRae 


Samhain is the Witch's New Year. Maple leaves glow scarlet and gold 
in the afternoon sun. They twirl in gusts of wind piling like quilted 
blankets over the fallen seeds from harvest. Night comes early and 
dark. Frost shimmers in the Autumn moonlight, sparkles on black. 
Snakes, frogs and bears have burrowed into the Earth for winter's rest. 

On Samhain, or Halloween night, the dead are close by. As the Earth 
opens up to swallow summer's fallen bounty, watch out! You might 
slip through as well. If you are not welcomed into the land of the 
ancestors on this night they may choose to visit you. When ghosts 
come to your door be hospitable. Glowing pumpkins with jagged teeth 
will scare away the evil ones while you entertain your dearly departed. 
Give them good chocolate bars and apricot brandy. Or beware. The 
dead require respect. 

We will be joining them in perpetuity soon enough. 
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decades earlier but having recovered many of their 
/natural characteristics. Protecting only mid- to high- 
elevation old-growth stands while belittling the 
importance of lower-altitude, second-growth for- 
ests means that numerous deciduous trees, birds, 
reptiles and other species are left open to destruc- 
tion. To ignore low-elevation, disturbed ecosystems 
because they no longer exist in roadless, old-growth 
blocks larger than 5,000 acres is literally a sentence 
\to extinction for thousands of species and habitat 
Types that still exist in these semi-wild areas. 


are nested in younger forests and regenerating 
clearcuts. Other DOLFI ecosystems that should also 
receive campaign priority include: 

Ponderosa Pine Ecosystems 

These arid forests throughout the West have been 
subject to the wrath of logging and overgrazing. Few 
old-growth stands remain. Although sizable tracts 
of coniferous forests occur in various wilderness 
areas, provincial parks and national parks in the 
western states and in British Columbia, very few 
include ponderosa pine stands. 

Oak Savannahs 

Whether the live oak parklands of central Califor- 
nia, the garry oak meadows of Vancouver Island or 
the oak grasslands of Washington and Oregon, oak 
savannahs are one of North America's most endan- 
gered ecosystems. Most are being overgrazed, con- 
verted into farmland or destroyed by urbanization. 
Cottonwoods in the West 

Numerous species of cottonwood trees, often grow- 
ing to enormous size, form thin strips of green along 
the meandering rivers of the arid West. These forests 
harbor a far greater diversity of bird, mammal, 
amphibian and plant species than the surrounding 
grasslands and deserts. Damaged by hydroelectric 
projects, livestock trampling and urban develop- 
ment, cottonwood ecosystems are among North 
America's most degraded and unprotected ecosys- 
tems. 

Riparian Hickory /Walnut Forests in the 
Desert Southwest 

Found in Arizona, California and New Mexico, 
these extremely diverse forests are found along the 
few streams and rivers in the desert and contain 
numerous subtropical species from Mexico. Live- 
stockgrazing, woodcutting and urban development 
threaten these rich forests. 

Grasslands 

No national park or wilderness area in the United 
States has been dedicated to grassland preservation. 
Only recently have grasslands been protected in 
Canada. The sagebrush steppe of Washington and 
Oregon's Great Basin, the extensive shortgrass prai- 
rie of Alberta, Montana and South Dakota, and the 
tail-grass prairie of Kansas, North Dakota and 
Manitoba are all threatened by agriculture and 
overgrazing. Where are the Earth First! grassland 
campaigns? 

Eastern Deciduous Forests 

The rich deciduous forests of oak, hickory, tulip 
trees and numerous other species in the East have 
been long neglected by wilderness advocates. Home 
to the greatest diversity of birds in North America, 
a vast deciduous forest national park is needed, 
comprised of the few old-growth stands, the more 
extensive regenerated forests and agricultural lands 
left to regenerate. 


by Kf.n Wu 

Today, it is often acknowledged that Earth First! 
was largely responsible for shifting the wilderness 
preservation movement's concern away from pre- 
serving scenery and recreational opportunities to- 
wards protecting biodiversity. A good example of 
this is the struggle to protect old-growth rainforests 
in the Pacific Northwest, an issue first brought into 
the media spotlight by Earth First! that is now a 
major concern among mainstream environmental 
.groups^ However, there exists another important 
/ barrierte-effective biodiversity conservation among \ 
' both mainstream environmentalists and Earth 
Firstlers: the obsession over pristine wilderness with- 
out roads or clearcuts, to the extent that more 
fragmented and partially disturbed ecosystems are 
completely ignored. 

I The problem with only emphasizing roadlessness, 
clearcut-free forests or sometimes even old-growth 
1 characteristics in evaluating an area's conservation 
value is that entire ecosystem types can be com- 
' pletely ignored because no or few remnants exist in 
■ such pristine conditionsJElri s is particularly true o f 
low-elevation, productive and riparian ecos ystems 
thaTareTavoraBle Habltatsnot only for numerous 


ductivedeciduous forests of the East, the tail-grass 
prairies with their fertile soils and the warm, rolling 
oak valleys of central California are such DOLFIEs 
1 (Disturbed, Overlooked, Low-elevation, Fragmented, 
Ignored Ecosystems). These ecosystems mostly exist 
las small fragments, often regenerated after human 
\disturbance, on private lands. 

Unfortunately, it is precisely in such rich, low- 
elevation ecosystems that the greatest abundance 
and diversity of life occurs. For example, in a survey 
of mammal, reptile and amphibian diversity at 
varying elevations in western Oregon, the greatest 
diversity occurred at low elevations while the lowest 
diversity occurred at high elevations. Correspond- 
ingly, private lands occur mainly at low elevations. 
National Forests and other public lands dedicated to 
resource extraction occur at middle elevations. Wil- 
derness areas occur mainly at high elevations. Gen- 
erally, the more diverse and productive the land, 
the less pristine it is because of increased resource 
extraction and human habitation. 

The subalpine and mid-elevation coniferous for- 
ests of most wilderness preservation efforts in the 
West exclude countless species found in lower- 
elevation deciduous forests, grasslands and riparian 
! areasKFor example, t he coniferous fore st s of Idaho's 
Greater Salmon-Selway Ecosystem (in which the 


Certainly, pristine areas of all ecosystems must 
be defended because all natural ecosystems are 
equally important and, without wilderness de- 
fense, would soon join the ranks of the numerous 
fragmented ecosystems. But nature defenders must 
also focus much more on including DOLFI ecosys- 
tems in new national parks and wilderness areas. In 
addition, if sizable, ecologically viable reserves are 
to be created, protected areas in DOLFIEs must 
include not only the small, most pristine patches, 
but also the disturbed, roaded lands such as 
clearcuts, young regenerating forests, old agricul- 
tural fields and overgrazed lands that border the 
DOLFIE. Restoration is a particularly important 
aspect of DOLFIE conservation. 

Fortunately, there are a few Earth First! campaigns 
focused on DOLFIEs. These include the struggle to 
protect southern California's coastal sage scrub from 
urban development and northern California Earth 
Similarly, many forest types in North America no VlFirst!'s proposal to create a 60,000-acre redwood 
longer exist as old growth, having been logged ^preserve in which the remaining old-growth stands 


continued on page 27 


Look, I said I m 

NONVIOLENT! 


FROM YOU TO Us 


earthfirst@igc.apc.org: 

Your people have got to be the most 
ignorant people I know, and when I do 
work in Oregon, Idaho, or Washington 1 
carry a gun to protect my stuff I can't wait 
to use it!!! Another dream of mine is for 
you to chain yourself to my drive line of a 
rig so I can teach at least one of you stinky, 
stupid tree-huggers a lesson. Our earth is 
in the best shape it's been in for over 75 
years because it's being managed properly 
and it's only going to get better. I thought 
forests were beautiful, but then I saw an 
earthfirster in one. 
think about your stupidity!! 

—Timothy Lowry 

<TTLOWRY@GLOR!A.CORD.EDU> 


Dear SFB's 

A mighty chomp on your well-exposed 
Achilles heels for your blatant speciesim 
in your new "Wolves-n-Poodles" section. 
Fighting against all stereotypes, 

— Puck the Pit Poodle 


Dear Earth First! 

I am 14 years old and I'm 
extremely interested in envi- 'Sr 

ronmental issues and I want to \ "^8 
do some direct action but you see ' ^ 
I'm only 14 and I don't think I can vs 
because I can't just get up and go to 
a forest and spike trees because even 
though my parents would let me do that 
I don't think they will let me do it as much 
as you Earth FirstSers do it because my 
parents can't drive me to a logging site as 
often as ydu go to logging sites, but I really 
want to become an Earth Firstler but I 
might be limited to how often I can do 
something. 


P.S. I'm reading "The 
Monkey Wrench Gang" by Edward Ab- 
bey, a book' which every Earth Firstier 
should read 

P.S.S. I love your commitment to our 
mother Earth. Your greatest fan!!! 

— -Jonathan 

continued on page 30 
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earthfirst@igc.apc.org: 

Who says that if we save the planet, that 
who ever is then in control of it, will allow 
people like you folks to just trundle around 
anywhere on it. You seem to be trying to 
promote yourselves as some kind of elite 
group that deserves the privilege of seeing 
everywhere and everything on this planet. 
Good luck, but you make me laugh. 

— BOB CUNNINGHAM 




Montana Salvage Scam Exposed 



Fierce fearless foursome for the forest giving the only neck they've got for the Kootenai. 


by Aaron Coffin 

The Kootenai National Forest in northwest Mon- 
tana is a magnificent area of rolling mountain 
ranges, river valleys and ancient mixed-conifer for- 
ests. Featuring the lowest-elevation forests in Mon- 
tana, the Kootenai is ideal habitat for a number of 
endangered or declining species such as grizzly bear, 
bull trout, woodland caribou, wolverine, cutthroat 
trout and inland redband trout. It is also an area of 
intense industrial logging. Over the past decade the 
Kootenai NF has been logged more heavily than any 
other in the US Forest Service Northern Region, an 
area including all of Montana and three national 
forests in Idaho. 

On October 7, a group of about 40 activists block- 
aded a logging road leading to the Pulpit Fire Sal- 
vage Sale, near the town of Troy, Montana. Four of 
the activists closed a metal Forest Service gate and 
locked down to it while another, using ropes and 
climbing gear, strung a banner across the road 
which proclaimed "Lawless Logging Kills the 
Kootenai." 

The group, united under the name of Citizens 
Against Lawless Logging, was protesting a timber 
sale made possible by the infamous Salvage Rider, 
and included activists from Montana, Idaho and 
Washington. The Pulpit timber sale contains healthy, 
green old growth that will be cut as part of the 
"salvage" operation. 

Immediately after the activists locked themselves 
to the gate, a logging truck showed up and was 
turned away. After hearing that the protest was not 
against him, but against the government, the driver 
agreed. 

"Yeah, the government is all f — ed up," he said. 


The salvage sale contained 
"live green trees that just 
don't know they're dead 
yet" 


Before leaving, the driver radioed the situation to 
his boss. As the first Forest Service and Lincoln 
County officials arrived, the chants started up, "Hey 
hey, ho ho, lawless logging has got to go!" 

Confronted by the officials, the lockdown group 
explained their demands: stop the sale, end the 
Salvage Rider and cease clearcutting in the Kootenai! 
Activist media and local press took pictures and 
video as Forest Service officials walked around with 
cameras taking mug shots of everyone involved in 
the action. The group settled in for a day of road 
blocking. Freddies and activists continued to debate 
the issues: 

"You'd be surprised at my views and who I support 
here," stated one Forest Service La™ 7 Enforcement 
Official, "but I'm not allowed to have an opinion. 
My views don't matter." 

A couple more logging trucks were turned away 
with the drivers cursing and bellyaching. Tom Faust, 
whose company, Faust Logging, bought the sale, 
arrived on the scene. Montana state officials re- 
cently reprimanded Faust for operating machinery 
in a streamside management zone on a previous 
salvage sale in the Kootenai. Faust was heard to 
comment that the salvage sale contained "live green 
trees that just don't know they're dead yet," which 
evoked groans from the activists. 

The lockdown continued through the morning. 
The Velcro Sheep, featuring an activist (the one 
suspended with the banner) playing his accordion 
15 feet in the air, entertained both protesters and 
officials. The logging road was temporarily trans- 
formed into a mosh pit when activists dressed as 
giant endangered bull trout danced around. Green 
Elvis came through with a moving rendition of "In 
the Clearcut," despite having his neck locked to the 
gate. Last night's large bucket of red beans and rice 
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(oh no!) was dragged out for lunch. Across the 
valley, helicopter logging was visible and occasion- 
ally the crashes of giant trees being cut echoed 
through the Kootenai. Large, barren, logged patches 
with a few scraggly trees could be seen next to areas 
of healthy green forest. 

One of the locked-down protesters, Jeff Juel from 
the Ecology Center in Missoula and the Inland 
Empire Public Lands Council, explained the choice 
of the Pulpit sale for the action: "Both the Pulpit and 
Studebaker drain into O'Brien Creek which is known 
bull trout spawning grounds." In fact, Montana 
Governor Marc Racicot's Bull Trout Restoration 
Team sent an October 2 letter to Kootenai Forest 
Supervisor Robert Schrenk stating, "The personnel 
involved in the design of this salvage... did not seem 
to realize the importance of O'Brien Creek to bull 
trout in the lower Kootenai River... [I]t was hard to 
understand how bull trout were being protected." 
Juel noted that O'Brien Creek should be labeled a 
"priority watershed" and questioned the sanity of 
the decision to "gouge in over 10 miles of new roads 
and clearcut hundreds of acres of lightly to moder- 
ately burned forest." 

The Kootenai National Forest has 
a history of violating Forest Plan 
standards, particularly in regard to 
open road densities in wildlife man- 
agement areas. Since 1992, 32 ma- 
jor timber sales in the Kootenai 
have gone beyond the boundaries 
set down in the Forest Plan. The 
economic history of the Kootenai 
is also deplorable; the government's 
own accounting shows a loss of 
$23 million from 1992 to 1994. 

The lockdown (but not the ac- 
tion) ended at about 2 pm, four 
hours after it started, when several 
sawyers who had arrived before we 
closed the road returned and found 
themselves locked in. 

"We ought to just cut their heads 
off," commented one as they got 
out of their trucks. 

Forest Service officials intervened 
immediately. The sawyers were in- 
censed. One claimed to have a court 
case that afternoon involving a cus- 
tody battle for his son. After a brief, 
tense standoff, the activists agreed to 
let the sawyers leave, stating, "our 


argument is not with you." Forest Service officials 
slickly seized this opportunity to lock the gate open. 
The activists responded with a sitting blockade of the 
road. 

Finally, at about 4:30, more logging trucks and 
police showed up and the five activists who had 
locked down to the gate and hung the banner were 
arrested for refusing to leave the road and charged 
with disorderly conduct. The activist suspended 
with the banner was also charged with resisting 
arrest for no apparent reason, especially since a 
logging truck driver was pulling on his legs as 
officials detached him from the ropes. Fortunately, 
activist videographers and photographers captured 
the event and will reveal that this charge is bogus. 
All five activists wound up spending about 24 hours 
in Lincoln county jail. This resulted in media cover- 
age for two consecutive days. 

By mid-morning, Forest Service District Ranger 
Mike Balboni announced that timber hauling had 
been stopped for the day. The action went well and 
was successful in both stopping logging trucks for 
the day and drawing attention to the sale. 



This activist now holds the record for 


"largest number of times arrested while playing the accordion. " 


fhoto by Aaron Coffin . photo by Aaron Coffin 




by Angela Schmitz 

The recent news that the Ketchikan 
Pulp Company (KPC) will shut down 
its 42-year-old pulp mill in Ketchikan, 
Alaska, came as a surprise to defenders 
of the Tongass National Forest in 
southeast Alaska. In a drawn-out battle 
involving Alaska's powerful congres- 
sional delegation, a violently anti- 
green Congress, a greedy multinational 
corporation and a well-funded wise- 
use effort, no one would have pre- 
dicted a conservation victory. For 
Tongass-watchers in Alaska and across 
the country, it's a sudden end to a 
long and quixotic struggle that was 
supposed to be finished six years ago. 

In 1 990, Congress passed a bill which 
promised "peace in the valley" for 
southeast Alaska. The landmark Ton- 
gass Timber Reform Act protected over 
one million acres of critical wildlife 
habitat and attempted to bring fairness 
to a skewed timber-pricing system. The 
Act, cosponsored in the House by none 
other than Newt Gingrich, enjoyed 
overwhelming bipartisan support. The 
legislation had the backing of major 
Alaska players, including 17 commu- 
nities, all the major commercial fish- 
ing groups and Alaska's then-Governor 
Steve Cowper. It was also the culmina- 
tion of a 10-year push for Tongass 
reform by the Southeast Alaska Con- 
servation Council, a small grassroots 
outfit based in Juneau. 

No one could have predicted that 
the peace would end so soon or that 
the odds would be so overwhelming. 
Since the 104th Congress muscled for- 
ward their anti-environmental agenda 
in late 1 994, America's largest national 
forest, the Tongass, has been besieged 
by legislative initiatives to increase 
clearcutting and roll back the 1990 
reforms. Alaska's notorious pro-devel- 
opment congressional delegation 
found themselves well-placed to hurl 
assault after assault on Tongass pro- 
tections. The final tally at the end of 
the 104th Congress: 17 legislative ini- 
tiatives and 15 congressional hearings 
aimed specifically at the Tongass. 

The Southeast Alaska Conservation 
Council, with a committed member- 
ship of tourism operators, commer- 


cial and sport fishermen, Alaskan Na- 
tive groups, sportsmen, small timber 
operators, visitors and conservation- 
ists, expended considerable energy 
merely deflecting the barrage of bills 
and legislative riders sponsored by 
Alaska's Senators Ted Stevens and 
Frank Murkowski and Representative 
Don Young. Creative attempts to in- 
crease clearcutting included: 
Murkowski's bill that would have 
locked in place 2,400 timber jobs; 
Stevens' "Alternative P" rider, which 
directed the US Forest Service to choose 
the industry-biased forest plan alter- 
native; Young and Murkowski's 
scheme to transfer large chunks of 
prime forest to unrecognized private 
Native corporations; and Young's ab- 
surd (and dangerous) proposal to trans- 
fer the Tongass National Forest to the 
State of Alaska. Most insidious of all 
was an effort to extend the KPC's long- 
term timber contract by another 15 
years. 

The Tongass is far away from other 
national forests and far different. 
Sparsely populated and remote, this 
coastal rainforest of spruce, hemlock 
and cedar encompasses the 500-mile- 
long span of islands and fjords known 
as the Alaskan Panhandle. To locals it's 
just "Southeast," a region sprinkled 
with small villages, logging camps, fish- 
ing towns, and the state's capital — 
Juneau. This largely roadless region is 
an increasingly popular destination for 
cruise ships as well as outdoor enthusi- 
asts. Native Tlingit, Haida and 
Tsimshian people gather plants, fish, 
and hunt as they have for centuries. 

Clearcutting in Southeast has always 
been "last frontier" Alaska-style: ex- 
tensive and extreme. Southeast's tim- 
ber industry began in earnest in the 
1950s, when two companies were 
given unprecedented 50-year contracts 
to clearcut public timber. No other 
company operating on a national for- 
est has ever had such a sweet deal. For 
their part, Ketchikan Pulp Company 
(KPC) agreed to build and operate a 
pulp mill in Ketchikan, and the Alaska 
Pulp Company (APC) would build one 
in Sitka. The scheme was intended to 
settle the region and provide lumber 
to rebuild Japan after World War II. 


But through the years it became, in 
the words of columnist Molly Ivins, 
"one of the biggest rip-offs in the 
history of natural resources." 

The long-term contracts assured vast 
quantities of timber through 2004, in 
spite of increasing evidence that 
clearcutting was harming fish and wild- 
life habitat. The contracts also allowed 
the com panies to purchase timber with 
road-building credits. As credits accu- 
mulated, Tongass timber could be had 
for a fraction of its market 
value. By 1992, this advantage 
allowed Louisiana-Pacific 
(KPC's parent company) to pay 
only 76 cents in cash per mil- 
lion board feet of timber. By 
1993, 75 percent of the Ton- 
gass timber that had ever been 
sold under the 50-year con- 
tracts was paid for using road 
credits. Small timber operators, 
angry as environmentalists, 
were forced to pay ten times 
more than the big guys for 
their wood. Back in Washing- 
ton, DC, watchdog groups like 
Taxpayers for Common Sense 
began to wonder why the pub- 
lic was paying a corporation to 
clearcut public lands. A 1995 
General Accounting Office re- 
port revealed the extent of Ton- 
gass' corporate welfare: the 
Tongass Timber Program was 
the biggest money loser in the 
National Forest system, pro- 
viding a negative net return of 
$102 million to the US Trea- 
sury between 1990 and 1994. 

This bottom-line boondoggle caught 
the attention of fiscal conservatives in 
Congress. Many others were eager, af- 
ter the excesses of the Gingrich Con- 
gress, to clean up their 
anti-environmental image. In the end, 
Democrat-led by Representative George 
Miller, D-CA, Republican moderates 
and the Clinton Administration pro- 
vided the final roadblocks to the Alaska 
delegation's anti-Tongass convoy. 

In the closing days of the 104th Con- 
gress, Murkowski and Louisiana-Pacific 
demanded deal after sweetheart deal 
from Congress and President Clinton. 
The centerpiece of their efforts was a 
15-year extension of KPC's contract, 
due to expire in 2004. The company 
threatened to close their Ketchikan mill 
unless the government extended the 
contract. For Louisiana-Pacific, this re- 
ally was an all-or-nothing game; clo- 
sure of the pulp mill would mean breach 
of their long-term timber contract. With 
the contract canceled, Louisiana-Pa- 
cific would lose all preferential rights 
to Tongass timber. 

However, the Clinton Administration 
stayed firm in its objections. The con- 
tract-extension legislation offered no 
guarantees for pollution clean-up or 
local hiring, and it rolled back basic 
provisions of the 1990 Tongass Timber 
Reform Act. In negotiations with Loui- 
? siana- Pacific, Administration officials re- 
I fused to discuss any new contract terms 
until after the completion of the revised 
1979 Tongass Land Management Plan. 


On September 20, Murkowski 
dropped his push for the 15-year ex- 
tension and his attempt to hand over 
Tongass lands to new Native corpora- 
tions. But he held out for new lan- 
guage that would protect KPC from 
contract cancellation — even if they 
did close the pulp mill. In the newest 
scheme, KPC could receive full con- 
tract volume of timber for its sawmills 
for the remaining eight years of its 
contract. Essentially the company 


would get rid of a money-losing pulp 
mill and maintain subsidized prices 
for its sawmills — an even sweeter deal 
for them. 

Rebuffed by the Clinton Administra- 
tion, Murkowski found an equally un- 
friendly reception on the Senate floor. 
As chairman of the Senate Resources 
Committee, Murkowski blocked the 
widely popular Omnibus Parks Bill, a 
collection of parks and public lands 
initiatives affecting 41 states, in an at- 
tempt to force action on the Tongass. 
Senators eager to campaign on the claim 
that this Congress could get something 
done were not amused. On Friday, Oc- 
tober 4, Murkowski allowed passage of 
the Omnibus Parks Bill in exchange for 
a handshake agreement with the Clinton 
Administration. An Administration let- 
ter offered L-P, in the event of contract 
breach, assistance in keeping two Ketchi- 
kan-area sawmills open for two more 
years. The following Monday, L-P offi- 
cially announced the closure of their 
Ketchikan pulp mill anyway. 

The future of the Tongass no longer 
will be dictated by long-term con- 
tracts and policies established when 
Alaska was a territory and the timber 
supply seemed endless. No one's say- 
ing there won't still be skirmishes 
among fishing, tourism, conservation 
and timber interests over Tongass 
management, but the events of Octo- 
ber 4 definitely mark the end of an era. 
Today in southeast Alaska, a timber 
giant lost its 50-year hold on a forest 
that belongs to us all. 
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Louisiana-Pacific will close its Ketchikan Pulp Mill after more than 40 years of operation. 



Ancient tree in the Tongass 


photo by David Job 



Temagami Wilderness Invaded 

Canadians and Anishnabi Unite against Extraction 


by Natalie Shapiro 

In July 1996, the Ontario Progressive Conserva- 
tive Government, through the Ministry of Natural 
Resources, announced plans to open half of 
Temagami's ancient red and white pine forest eco- 
systems to logging and the majority of the land base 
to mining. Less than one percent of Ontario's origi- 
nal old-growth forests remain. These lands are also 
on unceded First Nations territory. Chris Hodgson, 
Minister of Natural Resources, rejected the recom- 
mendations of the Comprehensive Planning Coun- 
cil and unilaterally withdrew from treaty negotia- 
tions with the Teme-Augama Anishnabai. 

First on the chopping block was the Owain Lake 
Ancient Forest in southeastern Temagami. Owain 
Lake is the third largest ancient pine ecosystem left 
in North America. However, Canada sold it to 
Goulard Lumber Company. 

Thus, the struggle began. In late August, Earthroots, 
an Ontario-based environmental action group, set 
up an action camp in the Owain Lake Ancient 
Forest, in order to engage in peaceful civil disobedi- 
ence actions to defend it. 

Actions began on September 3, in preparation for 


at the blockade. Police proclaimed they were just 
viewing the site and that no arrests would be made 
that day. 

In the late afternoon, the police requested to 
speak with the police liaison person, who approached 
them and was then arrested without warning. She 
was charged with "criminal mischief" and "intimi- 
dation" and was presented with bail restrictions 
forbidding her to return within four townships of 
the Owain Lake forest. She refused to sign the 
restrictions and was jailed. 

The following day, two additional protesters af- 
fixed themselves to concrete blocks on the road. 
Again without warning, a large group of police 
moved in, declared the blockade a "crime scene" 
and said that everyone present was under arrest. 

No warning was given to spectators or support 
people to allow them to leave. Thirteen support 
people and spectators (who would have left if 
warned) were arrested immediately. Police spent 
six-and-a-half hours breaking down each concrete 
block. Twenty-one protesters were arrested. Ten 
refused to sign the bail restrictions barring them 
from the area and stayed in jail to protest these 
restrictions. 


On September 13, the first case was heard before 
an Ontario Court judge. The judge stated that he 
was "appalled" at the use of the OPP by the Ontario 
Government. He declared the terms of release ban- 
ning the police liaison from four townships unfair, 
and ruled that she could return to the site as long as 
she did not "participate, organize, aid or abet in 
unlawful protests or demonstrations" in the area. 
She was released from jail later that day. 

A few days later, members of the Ma-komin-ising 
Anishnabai and other First Nations people held a 
traditional Native ceremony to welcome the action 
camp participants to the region. Ontario Provincial 
Police officers interrupted the ceremony and threat- 
ened to arrest the participants if they did not move 
within five minutes. Muskqua, the First Nations 
person leading the ceremony, declared the cer- 
emony desecrated and promised to spread the word 
of this desecration to other First Nations communi- 
ties. Four Native and four non-Native participants 
were arrested when they refused to leave the road. 

Meanwhile, three protesters attended the logging 
site at Owain Lake and locked on to heavy machin- 
ery with Kryptonite bike locks. Road work was held 
up for three hours. 


the possibility of tree-marking 
crews arriving. Activists erected 
a road , blockade, with four 
people affixed to 800-pound 
concrete blocks and one person 
sitting high up in a tripod. 

Woody Becker of the Ma- 
komin-ising Anishnabai, a local 
traditionalist First Nations group, 
arrived to lend his support to the 
blockade. A small number of 
Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) 
visited the site and made verbal 
agreements with the activists to 
avoid a large show of force with- 
out warning. 

The next day, Ontario Premier 
Mike Harris held a press confer- 
ence announcing his support of 
the exploitation of the ancient 
forests of Temagami. Shortly af- 
ter this announcement, twelve 
police vehicles, including a ca- 
nine unit, arrived unannounced 



Ontario Provincial Police had to disassemble this excavator to remove the locked-down protester. It took them eight hours. 


The next day, Goulard Lum- 
ber employees found two pro- 
testers locked-down to an ac- 
cess bridge on the Rabbit Lake 
Road. The protesters had 
wrapped their arms around the 
wooden girders of the bridge 
and placed their arms in heavy 
lockboxes underneath the 
bridge. Work was held up for 
over two hours. 

The following day, two ac- 
tivists locked down to an ex- 
cavator and a skidder with 
Kryptonites and lockboxes. 
Removing them took five 
hours. That same day, 
Earthroots released a poll 
showing massive support for 
the protection of the ancient 
forests of Temagami. Ninety- 
two percent of Ontarians who 
expressed an opinion favored 
protecting all old-growth for- 
ests, and 66 percent supported 




•A huge howling wolf to the children in Iowa 
who successfully banned mountain biking from 
one of the last virgin forests in their state. Five 
hundred children, teachers and friends got 1,500 
signatures to oppose mountain biking. The county 
supervisors voted 5 to 0 to ban mountain biking 
completely from the preserve. 

•A wild wolf to the Animal Liberation Front for 
shutting down the Clarance Jordan Mink Ranch 
in Olympia, WA. This facility was raided by ALF, 
who released 400 mink and sabotaged equip- 
ment. Jordan's son admitted that it was ALF that 
caused them to go out of business. Howl!! 

•A wolf to the City Council of. Ocean City, NJ, 
which voted to reject four bids for using tropical 
rainforest wood to reconstruct a block of board- 
walk. Local and regional opposition created con- 
troversy over the use of the wood and eventually 
environmentalists and local townspeople con- 
vinced the administration to reject it. 

•A young wolf pup to the children at Piedmont 
Elementary School in Oakland for making Or- 
egon Republican Wes Cooley go stand in the 
comer for his obscene gesture towards the Sierra 
Club. The class discussed manners and anger after 
seeing the photo of Cooley flipping the bird 
which led them to place a paper doll cutout of 
Cooley in the comer of the classroom. 


•A nip on the ankle by a poodle to 
Greenpeace for supporting the Dolphin Death 
Bill. Eighty-five environmental and ocean re- 
search groups oppose Senate Bill 1420 which 
would overturn hard-won dolphin-safe tuna 
laws in order to placate foreign economic 
interests who claim such laws violate "free 
trade" agreements. YAP! 

•A coughing, gagging poodle to Trees for the 
Future™. In a back-ass-wards attempt to make 
people feel good about driving their cars (and to 
take their money), Trees for the Future™ of Fort 
Lauderdale, FL is awarding "Global Cooling Ve- 
hicle™" certificates and stickers for your car if you 
pay them to plant trees for you in Haiti or the 
Philippines. 

•A declawed, perfumed poodle to the Mills 
Corporation. Their new mall in Ontario, Califor- 
nia features a ride called American Wilderness 
Experience, which allows people to pretend they 
are walking through the California redwood for- 
ests or along the Pacific Ocean. 

•A peeing, yapping poodle to the Sierra Club 
for endorsing Bill Clinton for President. That's 
right, the man who signed the Salvage Ride, 
NAFTA, and> the Omnibus Appropriations ahd 
Immigration Reform Bill. A squirt on the ankle for 
the Club's foo-foo politics. 


the ongoing peaceful protests 
by Earthroots at Owain Lake. 

On September 22, at 6:30 am, a Goulard Lumber 
Company cutting crew raced into the Owain Lake 
Ancient Forest, a day before schedule. Ninety activ- 
ists made their way to the logging site, but the 
logging crews left before the activists arrived. 

Logging began the following day. Thirty activists 
protested at the site. One activist successfully locked 
herself to the skidder and held up work for an hour. 

On October 15, over 100 Native and non-Native 
demonstrators gathered outside the head office of 
the Ministry of Natural Resources (MNR) in 
Peterborough to protest logging the Temagami. 

Fifteen people managed to enter the lobby of the 
MNR. There was a confrontation with the police 
inside and six protesters were maced by the police 
without warning. Fifteen people were arrested. Ap- 
proximately 60 protesters and supporters gathered 
outside the police station for a spontaneous rally 
and vigil to support the people held in custody. 

As of the end of October, 52 people have been 
arrested and the action camp was still holding. 

Please deluge these politicians with protest letters/ 
faxes: Premier Mike Harris, Legislature Bldg., Queen's 
Park, Toronto, Ontario, Canada M7A 1W3, fax 
(416)325-3745; Honorable Chris Hodgson, Minister 
of Natural Resources, 6th Floor, Whitney Block, 99 
Wellesley St., Toronto, Ontario, Canada M7A 1W3. 

To get involved, contact Earthroots, 401 Rich- 
mond St. W, Suite 410, Toronto, Ontario, Canada 
M5V 3A8, (416)599-0152, fax (416)340-2429, e- 
mail: eroot@web.net. 
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UTAH'S ESCALANTE WILDS PROTECTED? 


by Gary Macearlane 

"A symphony of timber, water and 
rock," describes the Escalante River 
drainage, the last river in the lower 48 
states to be "discovered" by humans 
of European descent. On September 
18, 1996, Bill Clinton's signature cre- 
ated a 1.7 million-acre reservation in 
southern Utah under the 1906 Antiq- 
uities Act: the Grand Staircase- 
Escalante National Monument. 

Certainly this was a great move, a 
victory for the earth. However, it is 
difficult to consider it bold in the 
same sense that Teddy Roosevelt or 
Jimmy Carter were bold when they 
respectively proclaimed millions of 
acres of the West and Alaska as na- 
tional monuments using the 1 906 law. 
Clinton's move was more politically 
motivated. He finished behind Bush 
and Perot in Utah in 1992; it's un- 
likely he will do better in ' 96. Further, 
Clinton signed the deal in the safety 
of Arizona. 

There is evidence of shady, under- 
handed dealings, too. While at first it 
appeared that the environmental com- 
munity hadn't been informed of the 
monument plan, now it is rumored 
that some environmental groups, such 
as the Sierra Club and the governor’s 
office not only knew about the deal, 
but also played a role in it. The interest- 
ing thing is that the Grand Staircase- 
Escalante National Monument is al- 
most identical to a prior proposal from 
the governor's office (the Escalante 
Conservation Area proposal,). 

Th'C new 'national monument iff? 
eludes several Bureau of Land Manage- 
ment (BLM) Wilderness Study Areas 
(WSAs) on the Kaiparowits Plateau and 
in the central Escalante drainage. How- 
ever, the WSAs already have interim 
protection that is supposed to keep 
them free from "permanent" develop- 
ment. That would not change because 
the language establishing the monu- 
ment keeps the WSA status intact. 
About half of the monument's acreage 
includes BLM WSAs, so the actual in- 
crease in protected acreage isn't as 
Clinton would like it to appear. 

No new mineral leases or mining 
claims are allowed in the monument. 
However, monument status does not 
prevent coal mining companies from 
moving forward with their claims. Here 
lies the problem: Andelex Company 
owns the largest coal claim on the 
Kaiparowits, with an estimated value 
of almost a trillion dollars. To keep 
them from mining, they will either 


POLITICAL TRIAGE FOR CLINTON 



The Circle Cliffs of the Escalante Wilderness 


haveto be bought out or be given land 
with equal value elsewhere in Utah. 

What isn't so clear about the monu- 
ment are other issues. The establish- 
"mentofthe monument could havethe 
political effect of creating an illusion 
that enough acreage is saved in Utah's 
BLM wildlands. The sense of urgency 
about this issue may have been diluted 
with the inadequate solution of desig- 
nating 1.7 million acres to monument 
status. Grazing, off-road vehicles and 
hunting will still be allowed. While the 
language in the proclamation estab- 
lishing the national monument refers 
to a frontier setting, there will be pres- 
sures for industrial tourism that plague 
Utah's nearby national parks: Capitol 
Reef, Arches, Bryce Canyon, 
Canyonlands and Zion. Furthermore, 
there are no reserved water rights; in 
essence, the government cannot re- 
serve any water for fisheries or other 
wildlife in the monument. 

So, don't let Clinton get away with 
playing a sick game of political 
triage. He still signed the Salvage 
Rider and this administration has 
weakened the Endangered Species 

Act and the National Forest Man- 


agement Act more than Bush or 


Reagan ever did. Remember, 


Clinton hasn't delivered any 


thing else he's promised 


There's no reason to expect 


anything different here 



UTAH COUNTIES 

REACT WITH DOZERS 


by Ken Rait 

The response of rural Utah counties to President Clinton's designation of the 
Grand Staircase-Escalante National Monument has been predictable outrage. 
President Clinton and Bruce Babbitt were hung in effigy in Escalante. Kane 
County officials released 50 black balloons the day the monument was desig- 
nated, to symbolize their loss of "rights." More importantly, however, the 
counties have launched a felonious bulldozer-fest in the publicly owned 
hinterlands. 

In an attempt to stymie the Department of Interior's current effort to identify 
additional Utah public lands with wilderness qualities, rural counties have 
bulldozed a series of roads into wildlands to ensure that human impact is 
apparent to the wilderness surveyors. 

In the Hart's Draw area south of Moab, San Juan County road crews -have 
bladed a series of roads into proposed wilderness in direct defiance of BLM 
cease-and-desist orders. In the Moquith Mountain Wilderness Study Area 
adjacent to the Coral Pink Sand Dunes State Park, Kane County illegally 
bulldozed a seven-mile-long road. In addition, Kane County has done extensive 
blading in the Kaiparowits region within the national monument, including 
within the Burning Hills Wilderness Study Area. Garfield County has also 
launched a bulldozer attack against the national monument. 

On October 14, Utah Governor Mike Leavitt joined hands with the illegal 
bulldozer operators and announced he would file a lawsuit to halt the Depart- 
ment of Interior's wilderness survey. While complaining about process, the real 
intent of the frivolous lawsuit is to quash the facts. The Governor fears that the 
wilderness survey will identify millions of acres that deserve wilderness protec- 
tion above the 3.2 million that a flawed BLM inventory identified in 1979. Call 
it the Great Wilderness Cover-Up. 

Later that week, the US Attorney's Office, following the lead of the Southern 
Utah Wilderness Alliance, sued Garfield, Kane, and San Juan Counties to halt 
the illegal road work. 

Don't allow vandalism to be rewarded. Demand immediate wilderness 
protection for all eligible areas. To get involved, contact the Southern Utah 
Wilderness Alliance, 1471 South 1100 East, Salt Lake City, UT, 
84105; (801)486-3161 
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Georgia-Pacific Stuns 
Tionesta Hillsides 
Georgia-Pacific (G-P) has 
also moved onto the Allegh- 
eny Plateau. Buying out a 
sawmill a few miles south of 
Fryburg, Pennsylvania, G-P 
has brought clearcut logging 
unlike that ever witnessed 
in the East. A recent "sal- 
vage logging" operation cut 
directly down a steep slope 
into Tionesta Creek. 

The scene is hideous. The 
_ soil on the slope has eroded 
| away and dried out. A web 
of skid roads has left a per- 
,f manent scar on the earth. 
| Streams are cluttered with 
^ oil and debris and are not 
| properly diverted from road- 
| ways with culverts. 

~ International Paper 
Buys Out Pennsylvania 
International ' Paper 
bought Hammermill Papers. 
This is particularly interesting because 
Hammermill produces a decent re- 
cycled, unbleached paper. But every- 
thing is changing. Hammermill used 
to leave their lands open for hunters, 
hikers and fishers to use at will. But 
now that IP is the biggest private land- 
owner in Pennsylvania, this might 
change. 

International Paper has a chip-and- 
pulp mill in Erie, Pennsylvania that 
discharges massive pollutants into 
Lake Erie. They also have been work- 
ing with local wise-use coalitions to 
influence the next Allegheny National 
Forest Forest Plan. 

MacMillan Bloedel Moves into 
Clarion 

MacMillan Bloedel isbuildinga $ 120 
million fiberboard plant in Clarion, 
Pennsylvania. The plant is expected 
to produce 110 million board feet of 
fiberboard out of "residual" sawdust 
and chips. Producing this much re- 
sidual waste requires a whole lot of 
timber extraction. A local sawmill 
worker said that he doesn't even think 
there is enough wood for it. 
Defending the Allegheny 

Corporate rule has settled into the 
Pennsylvania highlands of the Al- 
legheny Plateau. The Forest Service is 
calling for big salvage and the corpo- 
rate giants are sure to persist in de- 
manding more. The current repre- 
sentative is leaving but is likely to be 
replaced with a state representative 
responsible for much of the current 
industry presence. This is bad news 
for the Allegheny. But the Allegheny 
Defense Project (ADP) is responding. 
We've gone to the press and de- 
manded that the Forest Service imple- 
ment a zero-cut policy on the Allegh- 
eny. On Saturday, October 12, we 
protested along with the community 
outside of Willamette's Paper Mill in 
Johnsonburg. Soon, we will file a fed- 
eral complaint and appeal on the 
Mortality II timber sale. 

You can help the Allegheny by 
writing letters, monitoring timber 
sales and corporations, demonstrat- 
ing, filing legal challenges, and help- 
ing us with much needed funding. 
Contact the Allegheny Defense 
Project at POB 245, Clarion, PA 
16214; (814)226-4918; e-mail 
adp@ertviroIink.org. 


by Jim Kleissler 

Under the bright hydro- 
dam-powered lights in the r- 
Ridgeway ranger's office of 
Pennsylvania's Allegheny ■ 

National Forest (ANF), the 
US Forest Service planned 
the Mortality II timber sale. ; • 

Using the salvage sham ^ 

handbook of forest health 

and the wit of timber bar- . -rtg'Jr ~ 

ons, they contrived a timber y 

young, burgeoning second 

streams that originate in the 
Allegheny National Forest. 

These headwater areas fall into the herbicidingas well). But Salmon Creek 
Salmon Creek war zone, an area under is only part of Mortality II. And Mor- 
serious attack by the Forest Service. tality II is only the beginning of the 
The Salmon Creek war zone is about story. 

1,200 acres in size. The area is riddled Willamette Blasting Allegheny 
with roads, skid trails, "failed" clearcuts Communities 
and private property. The Forest Ser- [ n ^939 Willamette Industries pur- 
vice claims the area is dying as a result chased the Penntech Paper Mill in 
of insect defoliation and droughts, johnsonburg, Pennsylvania. Seven 
and calls it a natural catastrophe. As y ears later, they have two additional 
always, they completely ignore the high . capacity chip mills in Lantz Co r- 

impacts of prior logging, loggingroads, ners and Clearfield, Pennsylvania and 

herbicide sprays, insecticide sprays and have more than doubled the capacity 
acid rain. 0 f paper m jp w ith the addition of 

The result is an unnatural catastro- one new paper machine. Now they 
phe of the highest order. Currently, plan tQ add at least three mor e of 

204 acres are being harvested in the these new machines to the mill. 

"war zone" under previously approved Since Willamet te came to Pennsyl- 
timber sales. Mortality II proposes vania these plants have assaulted lo- 
cutting another 487 acres of (and ca j communities. Lime, wood dust, 


What happens when corporations rule 


pungent odors, noise and cancer are 
becoming regular occurrences in the 
Johnsonburg community. Noise from 
the chippers has led to open resistance 
from one small rural community. In- 
stead of doing something about it, 
Willamette rationalizes, "Johnsonburg 
needs Willamette. Willamette doesn't 
need Johnsonburg." 

And then there are the forests. Based 
on Willamette's figures, in order to 
feed their two chip mills for one year 
they will have to clearcut a 1 7,000- 
acre area. This translates to Willamette 
clearcutting an area the size of the 
entire Allegheny National Forest in 
just under 30 years, all by their lone- 
some (and these figures are conserva- 
tive). This is what the chip-and-pulp 
industry calls sustainable harvest. 
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Salvage to Slam North Rim of Grand Canyon 


On July 19, the North Kaibab Ranger District 
(NKRD) of the Kaibab National Forest announced 
plans to carry out a "rehabilitation project" that 
would entail cutting 35 million board feet of burned 
timber from 4,500 acres of the Bridger Knoll fire area 
on the North Rim of the Grand Canyon. The Bridger 
Salvage sale is the largest salvage sale in the South- 
west as well as the largest timber sale in the South- 
west in 20 years. The sale area lies within portions of 
the Grand Canyon Game Preserve, dedicated by 
Theodore Roosevelt in 1906. 

The Bridger Knoll fire burned about 53,000 acres 
within and adjacent to Grand Canyon National 
Park from June 20 to June 26. Under the guise of 
rehabilitation, NKRD will virtually clearcut por- 
tions of the 4,500-acre sale area. The Forest Service 
tried to justify the sale by claiming that the pro- 
ceeds from the timber will fund tree planting on 
300 acres of the post-burn sale area. The ranger 
district will permit cutting right up to the border of 
the national park. 

The area selected for harvest is predominantly 
ponderosa pine forest. The fire created a patchy 
mosaic leaving some areas totally scorched and other 
areas mildly charred. The North Kaibab Ranger Dis- 
trict claims that trees with a crown scorch of over 70 
percent are officially "dying" and are therefore ripe 
for the chainsaw. This is obviously an arbitrary figure 
because other salvage sales in the Southwest require 
90 percent crown scorch to be eligible for cutting. 

In comments to NKRD, the Southwest Center for 
Biological Diversity (Southwest Center) gave the 
Forest Service a lesson in fire ecology, explaining 
that burned snags provide habitat for cavity nesters 
and contribute to organic matter in the soil, nour- 
ishing nature's own rehabilitation cycle. Southwest 
Center disputed that cutting trees will lead to "reha- 
bilitation," improved forest health, reduced 
fuelwood build-up, decreased "risk" of burgeoning 
beetle populations or any of the other rationaliza- 
tions the agency spoon-feeds to the public. 

To aid the rehabilitation scheme, NKRD has al- 
ready dispersed non-native seed on portions of the 
burn . The Forest Service spread species such as crested 
wheatgrass that are premium cow cud-no coinci- 
dence since grazing plays a significant role in NKRD's 
long-term rehabilitation plan. Under the Southwest 
Center's Natural Recovery Alternative, the Forest 
Service would be required to pick up every non- 
native seed by hand, as needed, and replace them 
with seeds of species native to the Kaibab Plateau. 


The Southwest Center has ignited significant con- 
troversy over the sale, submitting extensive scoping 
comments and making the Bridger Salvage sale the 
poster child of Southwest salvage sales. The South- 
west Center sponsored a benefit concert in Flagstaff 
and organized an equinox gathering on the North 
Rim of the Grand Canyon. We toured a portion of 
the sale area and focused our collective equinox 
energy on the partially burned, live trees slated for 
death. We invited the Freddies to participate in a 
naked charcoal body painting ritual to honor the 
tree faeries but they declined. 

The Southwest Center has also collected 
over 400 signatures on a petition opposing 
the project and has been leafleting tourists 
at Grand Canyon National Park to alert 
them of the impending destruction 
planned for the North Rim. When Presi- 
dent Clinton visited the Grand Canyon to 
designate the Grand Staircase-Escalante 
National Monument on his endless elec- 
tion-year mission to appease environmen- 
talists, the Southwest Forest Alliance, of 
which the Southwest Center for Biological 
Diversity is a member, published a full- 
page ad in the Flagstaff Daily Sun to alert 
the President to the impending salvage 
sale on the North Rim and to request a 
repeal of the Salvage Rider. 

The Forest Service is notorious for inflat- 
ing sale volume prior to environmental 
analysis in order to convince the public 
that the agency has given some conces- 
sions to environmentalists when the vol- 
ume is eventually reduced. The North 
Kaibab Ranger District is continuing the 
trend. Immediately after the fire, NKRD 
estimated that the majority of what burned 
was pinyon/juniper and that only 500 acres 
of ponderosa pine saw fire. The estimate of 
how much ponderosa pine burned has 
continuously increased from 500 acres to 
900 acres to 5,000 acres and now NKRD is 
using the figure of 5,500. 

Ironically, a survey of local timber opera- 
tors in mid-July reported that five to nine 
million board feet from the Bridger sale 
would be adequate to feed their mills, even 
before NKRD estimated the sale volume at 
35 million board feet in their initial scoping 
letter. The Forest Service has released the 


abbreviated Environmental Assessment required by 
the Salvage Rider, and the comment period is ex- 
pected to end November 12. 

For more information about the Bridger Salvage 
sale, please contact the Southwest Center for Bio- 
logical Diversity at (520) 733-1391. To submit com- 
ments and complaints, write or call: Jill Leonard, 
District Ranger North Kaibab Ranger District, POB 
248, Fredonia, AZ 86022; (520) 643-7395; Conny 
Frisch, Kaibab Forest Supervisor 800 S.6th St., Wil- 
liams, AZ 86046; (520) 635-8200. 

— Southwest Center for Biological Diversity 



Southwest Center Buys Timber Permits 


by Shane Jimerfield 

A couple of efforts using timber in- 
dustry tools to stop logging and graz- 
ing in the Southwest have yielded fruit. 
The Southwest Center for Biological 
Diversity (Southwest Center), coordi- 
nated individuals to enter a lottery to 
buy individual trees from a "salvage 
sale" in the Chiricahua mountains in 
southeast Arizona and won. 

The first sale under the Salvage Rider 
in the Southwest is in a "sky island," 
the Chiricahua Mountain Range. 
There has been little or no commer- 
cial logging in the Southwest for over 
a year, thanks to a federal court in- 
junction seeking to protect the Mexi- 
can spotted owl (MSO) (see Litha, 
1995). More importantly, the high- 
elevation, "sky island" ecosystems 
have not been commercially logged 
since the early seventies. 

When the Coronado National For- 
est (CNF) informed the public of their 
intention to salvage a portion of the 
1994 Rattlesnake Fire in the 
Chiricahuas, the Southwest Center 
countered that the site was important 
habitat for the Mexican spotted owl. 
The Coronado NF withdrew the sale 
and re-released it under the Salvage 


Rider. In the process, they eliminated 
a Mexican Spotted Owl-protected area 
without consulting the US Fish and 
Wildlife Service. The Southwest Cen- 
ter then informed the CNF that the 
injunction did not allow commercial 
timber harvesting, regardless of the 
Salvage Rider. 

After withdrawing the sale again, 
the CNF re-released it the next day. 
This time they found a loophole in 
the injunction. The sale was to be a 
viga sale. Vigas are the beams used in 
Santa Fe style homes. Under provi- 
sions of the injunction, vigas can be 
"harvested" in pine-only habitat. How- 
ever, the sale was not in pine-only 
habitat, but mixed conifer and pine- 
oak habitat. The Coronado National 
Forest denied the true habitat type, so 
the Southwest Center filed suit. 

The federal judge required that all 
submissions to the court come from 
the administrative recced. In response 
to our Freedom of Information Act 
request for the administrative record, 
the Forest Service denied the exist- 
ence of a crucial document — the docu- 
ment containing information on the 
forest habitat type. Hmmm, sounds 
like a scandal. 

After we lost the case, the CNF an- 


nounced they would use a lottery to 
sell the trees. We quickly sent in 
enough entries to buy up all of the 
trees. We were selected and awarded 
just under half of the total sale. As 
part of the permit issued to the lot- 
tery winners, a stipulation was made 
that the trees had to be cut down and 
removed or they would be awarded to 
another party. NO REFUNDS! We took 
the challenge and sent in our money. 
This action has become quite an em- 
barrassment for the Forest Service Rep- 
resentatives (Freddies) of the 
Coronado. Nearly every media entity 
in southern Arizona has come out 
with scathing commentary against 
them. Even The Courier of southern 
New Mexico, a rabid wise use publica- 
tion, found it hard to condemn us 
(it's hard to figure out what to think 
about that). This issue has been used 
to educate the public about Forest 
Service timber policies as well as graz- 
ing policies. Linking the extractive 
mandates of timber and grazing policy 
is vital to showing the public that 
their public lands are being system- 
atically destroyed. 

We're optimistic of winning on this 
issue. Public support is high and there 
is a good indication that the Freddies 


will not give our trees to someone else. 

Next door in New Mexico, the For- 
est Guardians and the Environmental 
Center of Las Cruces submitted bids 
for several state grazing allotments 
and won a five-year lease to 550 acres 
along the Rio Puerco. No grazing, no 
soil erosion and no degraded water 
quality — just cottonwood, willow and 
native grass planting. 

These successful challenges to a long 
history of catering to timber and 
ranching interests are hopefully pre- 
cedent-setting. Is it time to declare a 
paradigm shift? Probably not — the 
sale in the Chiricahuas amounts to 
the small sum of the 220 million 
board feet to be cut in the Southwest. 
Plus, 550 acres out of the 9 million 
New Mexico state land doesn't add 
up to a big victory. However, we are 
making it harder for the heavily sub- 
sidized timber and ranching indus- 
tries to keep their resource-extraction 
monopoly on the West. 

Shane Jimerfield, is the Assistant 
Director of the Southwest Center for 
Biological Diversity and an active 
member of the Student Environmental 
Action Coalition. 
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Best Fire Season Ever! 


r | 



Great Bum Area, Clearwater National Forest, Idaho 


by George Wuerthner 

During the summer of 1996, despite the meddling 
of thousands of firefighters and the expenditure of 
hundreds of millions of dollars in suppression ef- 
forts, fire blackened a record five million acres of 
forest and grasslands in the United States. Most 
media reports portrayed the fires as destructive, 
unnatural and yet another example of Nature out of 
control. From an ecological perspective, however, 
the summer of 1996 could be viewed as one of the 
best fires seasons in almost a decade. 

Fire is one of the most significant ecological 
influences on a wide array of native ecosystems in 
North America. Its importance to everything from 
southern pine forests in Florida to boreal forests in 
Alaska is well-documented. Even ecosystems not 
typically thought of as "fire-dependent," such as 
the old-growth Douglas fir forests of the Pacific 
Northwest, often as not, got their start in the 
aftermath of a fire. Yet federal and state agencies 
continue to try to suppress and contain fires nearly 
everywhere they occur. 

Although there may be a few instances where fire 
suppression on a local level is justified, a landscape- 
wide suppression policy is as misguided as the 
common practice of killing predators to "save" deer. 
Killing wolves or coyotes only delays mortality and 
the deer herd will ultimately succumb to disease, 
starvation or poor fawn survival. You don't "save" 
deer by killing predators anymore than you "save" 
a forest or grassland by suppressing fires. It is a 
narrow view of the ecosystem that sees fires as 
"destructive." Although fires kill trees, they support 
the forest ecosystem. It's a matter of seeing the 
forest for the trees. 

Benefits of Fire 

Fires perform a host of ecological "services" that are 
difficult, if not impossible, to replicate through hu- 
man management and manipulation. Fires consume 
dead litter and debris, releasing nutrients for new 
plant and animal growth. Fires can thin a forest, 
freeing up resources such as water and soil nutrients 
for the survivors. Intense heat and smoke destroy 
some plant pathogens, creating better growing con- 
ditions. Fires create snags and other dead woody 
debris critical for providing cover or homes for many 
wildlife species from mammals to birds and insects. 

Fires use different selective factors than humans 
or other animals in determining which plants and 
animals survive. For instance, in a grassland fires 
typically burn all plants equally, while grazing live- 
stock select only the more palatable species. The 
result of livestock grazing is usually an increase in 
"non-desirable" species, while fire typically pro- 
motes a more balanced re-growth. 

Despite the recognized benefits associated with 
fire, we continue to treat fires as if they "destroy" a 
forest. Fire fighters are often viewed as heroes, 
instead of like the old-time wolfers who pursued 
wolves to "save" the deer herd. 

Salvage 

One consequence of our relentless fire suppres- 
sion policy is the idea that we need to "salvage" log 
the forest, either to remove dead and dying trees 
burned in fires or to "thin" the forest to remove fuels 
and thwart future large fires. 

The idea that removal of burnt trees in the after- 
math of a fire is harmless or even a beneficial 
activity is easily challenged. From an ecological 
perspective, dead trees are more important than live 
ones for a variety of the above-mentioned reasons — 
snags, wildlife habitat, nutrient storage and recy- 
cling. The assumption that dead trees are "wasted" 
is as antiquated as the idea that deer who are killed 
by predators, instead of hunters, are "wasted." 

Secondly, once timber operations begin on a site, 
road construction, loss of wilderness qualities, and 
other associated impacts all contribute to the likeli- 
hood of future logging. Often, the time interval 
between logging rotations is insufficient to replace 
nutrients stripped from the site when trees are 
removed. Long-term loss of nutrients is a wide- 
spread occurrence, but it is not widely apparent 
because few places have gone through more than 
three or four logging rotations. 
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Thirdly, timber operations introduce 
a variety of unnatural impacts. These 
include soil disturbance and compres- 
sion from the use of heavy equipment 
and road building, human access cre- 
ated by new roads, and the introduc- 
tion of non-native plants, diseases and 
exotic wildlife that degrade ecosystem 
values. 

Finally, nearly all salvage logging 
operations are money-losing affairs. Not 
only do we pay in the loss of ecological 
values, but we wind up paying for the 
environmental degradation that results. 

Forest Health 

The idea that forests need us to thin 
them for "forest health" is equally bank- 
rupt. For one thing, although many 
forest stands are now experiencing 
heavy competition among individual 
trees for water, nutrients and light, the 
forest ecosystem is still healthy. A natu- 
ral response to such competition is in- 
creased tree mortality from disease, in- 
sect attack and even fires. These are all 
natural thinning agents that help the 
ecosystem balance the flow of energy 
through living and non-living things. 

The idea that an increase in burned 
acreage, insect outbreak or disease re- 
quires a response and further manipu- 
lation from humans is suspect. 

Furthermore, while it's true that in 
some ecosystems fire suppression has 
contributed to high fuel loading (build up of flam- 
mable materials), it doesn't necessarily follow that 
such forests require mechanical thinning to correct 
a perceived imbalance. 

Management 

First off, even if thinning were potentially a "solu- 
tion," the amount of thinning necessary to make 
any kind of dent in fuel-loading across the West is 
immense. Literally hundreds of millions of acres 
would need thinning to markedly reduce the spread 
and intensity of fire on anything more than a local 
level. The financial cost of such thinning would be 
prohibitive, in part because most of the areas not 
already logged are among the highest, steepest and 
least-accessible sites — in other words, marginal sites 
for economical timber extraction. Furthermore, there 
are ecological costs to thinning because of the 
disturbance and disruption of natural processes 
associated with logging. 

Secondly, all fire history analysis has a temporal 
and spatial component worth examining. The ma- 
jority of all the areas burned, even in pre-suppres- 
sion days, were burned by a few large fires. This was 
certainly true in 1996, when a handful of blazes 
contributed to the majority of acreage burned. Large 
blazes are controlled more by weather than by fuels. 
Conditions that contribute to huge fires are extreme 
drought coupled with high winds. Thinning forests 
will not appreciably change the occurrence of large 
fires because it can't change the climatic influences 
that create such blazes. 

Thirdly, large fires should not be viewed as "ab- 
normal." In many forest ecosystems, for example in 
the high-elevation lodgepole pine and fir forests in 
the West, "stand replacement" blazes are the norm. 
As a rule, these forests burned at widely spaced 
intervals of several hundred to a thousand years. 
Fire suppression has barely made any significant 
changes in fire frequency in these areas. Even the 
drier, low-elevation forests and grasslands of the 
West that on "average" experienced frequent, low- 
intensity burns occasionally experienced stand-re- 
placement blazes. 

Remember we are discussing "averages." The 
average fires prior to wide-spread fire suppression 
in the ponderosa pine forests, which stretch from 
east of the Cascades to New Mexico and Arizona, 
were frequent and low-intensity. But if viewed 
over a longer time interval, there were always 
exceptions to this generalization. Just as one can 
characterize a typical summer day in Montana as 
likely to be warm and sunny, I have, nevertheless. 


seen it snow occasionally even in the middle of 
July. Averages don't necessarily negate the occa- 
sional extreme event. 

Historically speaking, if one looks back over a 
long enough time period, even low-elevation for- 
ests experienced occasional large stand-destroy- 
ing blazes as a consequence of climatic variation. 
Over the short-term, frequent "cool" fires may 
dominate a site, but every few hundred to a 
thousand years, severe drought will affect an en- 
tire region resulting in intense, wide-spread fires. 
Though we may characterize such events as "ex- 
treme," one should not view such blazes as "ab- 
normal" when considered within the proper tem- 
poral perspective. 

Solutions 

So what's the solution to our current forest health 
situation? I believe we need to re-evaluate our rela- 
tionship with wildfires. With few exceptions, we 
should allow Nature to determine the appropriate 
fire intensity, acreage burned and timing of fire 
events. We should permit fires to burn unregulated 
over most of the natural landscape. In the few 
locations where such a policy is inappropriate — 
around human settlements, locally sensitive animal 
or plant communities, or other sites — fire defense, 
rather than suppression, should be the goal. Thin- 
ning trees or a prescribed-burn program to reduce 
fuels around a town, for example, is far less costly to 
implement than a policy of all-out suppression 
wherever fires occur. 

We should also reduce conflicts with wildfire by 
zoning or otherwise restricting house construc- 
tion in isolated, fire-prone locations. At the very 
least, the public should not spend tax dollars to 
provide fire protection in fire-prone areas. I have 
little sympathy for people who construct their 
homes on river floodplains, barrier islands along 
the coast or among western forests — all are gam- 
bling against what should only be viewed as 
natural events. 

Finally, we need to challenge the assumption 
that logging, whether for salvage or otherwise, is 
"cost-free" or can be done in an ecologically sus- 
tainable manner. I suspect that any economically 
viable logging is unlikely to be ecologically viable. 

Fires are as essential to most forest and grassland 
ecosystems as predators are to their prey. If we are 
concerned about preserving biodiversity we need to 
preserve the natural ecological processes that main- 
tain that diversity. Fires are certainly a wide-spread 
and essential aspect of biodiversity preservation. 


photo by George YVuerthner 




Government Exempts Border from Environmental Law 


by Landi Fernley 

When Clinton signed the Omnibus 
Appropriations and Immigration Re- 
form Bill (HR 3610) on September 30, 
he exempted the Immigration and 
Naturalization Service (INS) and the 
US Border Patrol from complying with 
the National Environmental Policy Act 
and the Endangered Species Act. This 
includes 40 million acres along the 
entire US-Mexican border, from 
Brownsville, Texas to San Diego, Cali- 
fornia. The corridor stretches 50-miles 
deep into the US. 

According to the Section 102 of the 
bill, "The Attorney General, in con- 
sultation with the Commissioner of 
Immigration and Naturalization, shall 
take such actions as may be necessary 
to install additional physical barriers 
and roads (including removal of ob- 
stacles to detection of illegal entrants) 
in the vicinity of the United States 
border..." The bill continues, "The 
provisions of the Endangered Species 
Act of 1973 and the National Environ- 
mental Policy Act of 1969 are waived 
to the extent the Attorney General 
determines necessary to ensure expe- 
ditious construction of the barriers 
and roads..." 

In a press statement regarding HR 
3610, Clinton said, "I am, however, 
extremely concerned about a provi- 
sion in this bill that could lead to the 
federal government waiving the En- 
dangered Species Act and the National 
Environmental Policy Act in order to 
expeditiously construct physical bar- 
riers and roads on the US border..." 
His "concerns" must've been nullified 
by signing the bill. 

The INS and the US Border Patrol are 
constructing a 10-foot steel wall along 
the 2,000-mile stretch between 
Brownsville and San Diego. About 
$181 million has been appropriated 
for the project. The wall is already 
standing along a six-mile stretch near 
Mexicali, where shysters have begun 
to cut holes in the wall with blow 
torches and collect entrance tolls. 
Construction has also begun near 
Naco, Arizona on a two-mile stretch of 
the wall. Additionally, materials and 
permits are ready for erection of the 
barrier near Nogales, Arizona. 

The wall will sever wildlife corridors 
for 107 threatened and endangered 
species in Mexico, Texas, New Mexico, 

Animals 


Arizona and California. In Arizona, 
these include the flat-tailed horned 
lizard, Sonoran pronghorn antelope, 
ridge-nosed rattlesnake, Sonora chub, 
desert pupfish, jaguar and wolf. Be- 
cause of the exemption, these species 
are no longer protected under federal 
laws from environmental impacts re- 
sulting from counter-drug operations 
and border surveillance activities au- 
thorized by INS and the Departments 
of Justice and Defense. These species 
will be sacri- 
ficed in the 
name of "Na- 
tional Secu- 
rity." 

Joint Task 
Force Six (JTF- 
6) is an ob- 
scure branch 
of the De- 
partment of 
Defense as- 
signed by law 
enforcement 
agencies, 
such as the 
Drug En- 
forcement 
Agency 
(DEA) and 
INS, to con- 
struct the 
border barri- 
ers and provide support for anti-drug 
operations along the border. A Pro- 
grammatic Environmental Impact 
Statement was prepared by the De- 
partment of Justice in August of 1994 
to justify ongoing and future JTF-6 
environmental crimes along the bor- 
der. The JTF-6 is responsible for all 
sorts of activities, ranging from 
ground patrols and aerial reconnais- 
sance to construction of firing ranges, 
training facilities and fences, road 
maintenance and construction, cul- 
vert construction, installation of 
ground sensors, communication 
tower installation, and tunnel loca- 
tion and demolition. Under the ex- 
emption authorized by the bill, JTF- 
6 may carry out any and all of these 
activities with no environmental 
analysis or public scrutiny. 

Joint Task Force Six has shown de- 
structive incompetence in its over-zeal- 
ous obedience to the law enforcement 
agencies it serves. It has built unneces- 
sary roads and helipads, disturbed ar- 


eas beyond the boundaries of their 
assigned projects, and made no effort 
to revegetate or restore the areas after 
project completion. The US Fish and 
Wildlife Service has repeatedly chas- 
tised JTF-6, stating that their projects 
are excessive and that JTF-6 troops are 
environmentally insensitive. 

Joint Task Force Six activities fre- 
quently occur on federal lands, as the 
40-million-acre zone of environmen- 
tal exemption spans 13 Wilderness 

Study Areas, 
six desig- 
nated and 
eight pro- 
posed Re- 
search Natu- 
ral Areas and 
37 proposed 
Areas of Criti- 
cal Environ- 
mental Con- 
cern. Portions 
of the steel 
wall are 

planned for 
along desig- 
nated Wild 
and Scenic 
stretches of 
the Rio 

Grande, 
through Big 
Bend Na- 
tional Park, the Lincoln National For- 
est, Coronado National Forest, Cabeza 
Prieta National Wildlife Refuge, San 
Bernardino National Wildlife Refuge 
and Organ Pipe Cactus National Monu- 
ment. Critical habitat for the New 
Mexican ridge-nosed rattlesnake in the 
Animas Mountains of New Mexico, 
Yaqui chub, Yaqui catfish and beauti- 
ful shiner in San Bernardino National 
Wildlife Refuge, whooping crane in 
Wilcox Playa, Sonora chub in Sy- 
camore Canyon and desert pupfish in 
Coronado National Forest all face ex- 
tinction as a result of the exemption. 

Currently, JTF-6 is constructing the 
wall between Naco and Douglas, Ari- 
zona. The plans call for a three-foot 
"rail barrier" along a two-mile stretch, 
and the reconstruction of 52 miles of 
roads. JTF-6 performed only a week's 
worth of surveys for 20 sensitive, 
threatened and endangered species re- 
siding in the 54-mile construction 
zone. The Army Corps of Engineers 
allowed only a 15-day public com- 


ment period on the draft Environ- 
mental Assessment. A Decision Notice 
was signed the day after the comment 
period ended, despite complaints from 
US Fish and Wildlife Service that the 
comment period was inadequate for 
biologists to determine potential im- 
pacts. The Southwest Center for Bio- 
logical Diversity appealed the project 
before Clinton signed the waiver, cit- 
ing violations of the National Envi- 
ronmental Policy Act and the Endan- 
gered Species Act. Neither the Army 
Corps nor JTF-6 responded. 

In addition to wildlife casualties, 
increased militarization along the bor- 
der will be fatal to humans as well. 
Military presence along the border 
will further divide border communi- 
ties and increase xenophobia in bor- 
der states. Trigger-happy Border Pa- 
trol agents have literally gotten away 
with murder. In a recent case, Border 
Patrol Agent Michael Elmer shot an 
"illegal immigrant" in the back, hid 
the body, which was later discovered 
by other Border Patrol agents, and 
months later was acquitted for the slay- 
ing, claiming self-defense. Construc- 
tion of border barriers not only vali- 
dates these crimes, justifies physical 
exclusion of "immigrants," and en- 
forces white privilege, but also severs 
cultural ties between indigenous people 
living on opposite sides of the border. 

Indigenous people have traded and 
traveled freely over the border since 
before it existed. Uto-Aztecan lan- 
guages are spoken from as far north as 
Taos, New Mexico to as far south as 
Mexico City. Many of the same tales, 
deities and cosmologies are recog- 
nized by indigenous people in Chi- 
huahua and the southwestern United 
States, such as Quetzalcoatl, the be- 
nevolent snake. Physical barriers 
erected out of a false need for "na- 
tional security" will further fragment 
indigenous cultures surviving on ei- 
ther side of the border. 

Despite Clinton's signing of the ex- 
emption, the Department of Justice 
and the INS will not act "expeditiously" 
to erect the wall, primarily because 
they are bureaucrats, but also because 
it is advantageous for the government 
to proceed slowly. They are deliber- 
ately piece-mealing the construction 
of the 10-foot barrier so that impacts 
on wildlife habitat and border com- 
munities will be less recognizable un- 
til the wall is complete. Gradual erec- 
tion will prevent the US Border Patrol 
and the Department of Justice from 
having to defend against attacks by 
irate citizens and environmental or 
social justice groups. These rogue agen- 
cies are hoping that no one will notice 
the militarization of the border until 
it is completely sealed. 

The exemption of the INS and Bor- 
der Patrol from environmental laws 
opens the door to other federal agen- 
cies receiving similar immunity from 
the National Environmental Policy Act 
and the Endangered Species Act, laws 
which emphasize preservation, not 
militarization. If one agency is ex- 
empt from environmental analysis and 
public scrutiny, other agencies are soon 
to follow and environmental legisla- 
tion will be rendered ineffectual and 
obsolete. 

Landi Fernley is the Appeals Coordina- 
tor for the Southwest Center for Biologi- 
cal Diversity 
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in the Red: 

One-quarter of all Mammals threatened with extinction 


One-quarter of all known mammal species are at risk of 
extinction, according to a new study published by the 
World Conservation Union. The 1996 IUCN Red List of 
Threatened Animals states that 1,096 mammals are vul- 
nerable, as are 1,108 birds — more than 1 1 percent of the 
world's bird species. 

More than 500 scientists from around the world con- 
tributed to the report, which identifies 5,205 animals of 
all kinds as threatened and is probably the most compre- 
hensive scientific assessment of threatened species ever. 

According to the study, habitat reduction, fragmenta- 
tion and degradation are the most significant threats to 
the majority of species at risk of extinction. These trends, 
the report states, are a reflection of human population 
growth combined with economic development. A sur- 
prisingly important factor was the introduction of non- 
native species, along with exploitation (for fur, etc.), 
pollution and climate change. 

The countries with the largest number of threatened 


mammals are Indonesia (128 species) and China and 
India (75 each). The report notes that these countries are 
species-rich but also account for 43 percent of the world's 
human population, which puts tremendous pressure on 
critical habitats. Indonesia, Brazil and China have the 
highest number of threatened species of birds: 104, 103 
and 90, respectively. 

The report lists 253 reptile, 124 amphibian and 734 fish 
species as being at risk of extinction, but emphasizes that 
thousands of species in those taxonomic groups have not 
been assessed. Approximately 30 percent of all 250 known 
European freshwater fishes are classified as threatened. 
This high proportion is indicative of widespread changes 
in the freshwater systems of Europe. River and lake species 
are at great risk because of extremely narrow habitat 
requirements. 

For more information, contact the World Conservation 
Union at IUCN/US, Suite 502, 1400 16th Street NW, 
Washington, DC 20036; (202) 797-5454. 








by Phil Knight 

In a victory for local grassroots organizing against the Salvage 
Rider, the controversial Hyalite II "salvage" timber sale on the 
Gallatin National Forest in Montana has been withdrawn. The 
Forest Service (USFS) had proposed logging in Hyalite Canyon 
under the provisions of the infamous Salvage Rider, which sus- 
pends environmental laws and prohibits citizen appeal of so-called 
"salvage" timber sales on public lands. The Hyalite sale would have 
logged 670 acres and would have required several miles of new road 
in Hyalite Canyon, the most popular recreation area in Region One 
of the USFS and the source of drinking water for the city of 
Bozeman. 

The Hyalite timber sale was originally issued as a green timber 
sale in 1990. The sale was appealed and the USFS was sued. The 
court remanded the sale and 
the Hyalite timber sale was 
withdrawn in 1994. The Hy- 
alite II sale, little changed 
from the original green sale, 
was reissued as a salvage sale 
following the passage of the 
Salvage Rider. 

Forest activists across Mon- 
tana used Hyalite as a rallying 
point against the Rider. Cit- 
ing such concerns as cumula- 
tive impacts from past log- 
ging, limits on public access, 
concerns over public safety 
due to logging trucks, threats 
to the city of Bozeman's wa- 
ter supply and incursion into 
a roadless area, a dedicated 
contingent of concerned citi- 
zens were determined to stop 
the sale. This group included 
activists with the Native For- 
est Network (NFN), the 
Greater Yellowstone Coalition, American Wildlands, the Mon- 
tana Wilderness Association and other organizations. A public 
rally against salvage logging at the Bozeman federal building in 
November, 1995, drew over 100 people and put Hyalite on the 
map as a place to be concerned about. Shortly thereafter, the USFS 
announced plans for several large salvage sales on the west slope 
of the Gallatin Range in an area already heavily impacted by 
logging and roadbuilding. These sales were also to be exempted 
from public review! Another salvage sale, Appaloosa, was pro- 
posed on the Hebgen Lake District. This was a sale previously 
halted three times by appeals and lawsuits! 

The campaign to stop the salvage sales on the Gallatin included 


two public demonstrations, meetings with the USFS which drew 
more than 300 people, hundreds of letters of opposition, widespread 
outreach to activists across the US, and an opinion piece in the Wall 
Street Journal. Yet the USFS remained determined to deforest Hyalite 
Canyon. 

Rumors circulated this past winter that, because of public pressure, 
the USFS had backed off on all the major salvage sales in the Gallatin 
other than Hyalite. Finally, an inquiry by the NFN received a reply in 
May stating "some Gallatin National Forest sales previously identi- 
fied to be proposed under the emergency salvage provisions are no 
longer scheduled under those provisions." 

The Hyalite Sale's salvation came thanks to the July 2 directive 
from Agriculture Secretary Dan Glickman. The proposed Hyalite II 
salvage sale clearly contradicted the directive because it was a green 
sale reissued as a salvage sale; the sale would have entered a roadless 

area; its Environmental As- 
sessment failed to document 
the percentage of live versus 
dead trees; and it failed to 
meet the standard for "immi- 
nently susceptible" to fire or 
insect attack. 

Conservationists celebrated 
the withdrawal of the Hyalite 
sale with a well-attended pub- 
lic picnic in Hyalite, but in 
this game, victory is a fleeting 
illusion at best. We have been 
informed by Steve Clark, the 
Gallatin's timber beast, that a 
bigger, meaner Hyalite sale will 
be offered this wi nter as a regu- 
lar green sale. In addition, we 
are facing the nightmare of 
the Gallatin Land Exchange, a 
congressionally mandated 
land swap where up to 1 00,000 
acres of private inholdings 
within the Gallatin are to be 
obtained by the USFS. Big Sky Lumber (BSL), the robber barons who 
own these inholdings, want at least 85 million board feet of public 
timber, plus lots of money and other lands, in exchange. BSL is 
threatening to sell their land, some of which is roadless critical 
wildlife habitat, for housing and resort development if they don't get 
what they want. Up to 50 million board feet may come from the 
Gallatin. So the rescued sales, along with many more, may soon rear 
their ugly heads as part of the land exchange. 

If you have information about Big Sky Lumber or its principle 
owner, Tim Blixseth of Portland, Oregon, please contact NFN 
Yellowstone, POB 6151, Bozeman, Montana 59771-6151. Negotia- 
tions on the land exchange, which include the NFN, are ongoing. 


Cuddy Cut 

effects of the 1994 wildfires on threatened, endangered and sensitive 
species. Pileated woodpeckers lost 20 percent of their habitat in the 
analysis area (east side of the Payette) in the fires. The Grades/Duke 
sale will remove 430 acres of old growth, leaving 79 acres. This means 
a 92 percent reduction in pileated woodpecker habitat! 

Twenty percent of flammulated owl habitat burned in the fires in 
the analysis area. Grades/Duke cuts 68 percent of suitable flammulated 
owl habitat. The SEIS itself admits that any further loss of flammulated 
owl habitat could cause a trend towards listing. 

Mitigation measures include designating replacement future old- 
growth habitat. In other words, old growth that isn't old growth yet, 
but in a hundred years or so will be. Oh, boy. Even Fish and Game 
saw through this nonsense and chastised the Freddies, saying there 
is no scientific literature supporting virtual habitat conservation. 
Fish and Game also found fault with the SEIS' elk habitat plan, which 
doesn't consider cumulative effects on elk habitat. Fish and Game 
feels that the Forest Service won't be able to fulfill elk population 
goals with the Cuddy Mountain sales as they are. 

The Idaho Sporting Congress (ISC) is filing for a preliminary 
injunction to halt the logging of next year's two other sales because 
of the blatant problems with the SEIS. They are also appealing a 
decision by the US District Court regarding the need for an SEIS for 
the Payette National Forest Plan. Because there have been significant 
changes in the Payette NF since the Forest Plan came out in 1988, a 
new SEIS is needed. However, the US District Court ruled that the 
changes weren't significant enough, so simply taking a "hard look" 
(as required by the National Environmental Protection Act) at these 
changes was sufficient. 

To get involved, contact the Idaho Sporting Congress, POB 4264, 
Boise, ID 83711; (208) 336-7222 


Curtail the 


by Natalie Shapiro 


After butchering the French Creek roadless area in Idaho this 
summer, the Payette National Forest (NF) attacked another roadless 
gem this fall: Cuddy Mountain. Cuddy Mountain lies in the western 
part of the Payette NF, less than ten miles from the Snake River. 

Boise Cascade won the bid two years ago and were awarded 18 
million board feet. In September, Boise Cascade started logging the 
Grade/Dukes Timber Sale, scheduled to be completed by winter, 
taking four million board feet of timber. Eighteen miles of new 
Forest Service-subsidized road is already in, slicing through the 
upper reaches of the Grade Creek and Dukes Creek. 

The rest of Cuddy will be clearcut over the next two years in two 
other sales. The Forest Service Representatives (Freddies) don't call 
them clearcuts, of course. The new lingo is "stand-replacement, 
mimicking fire." 

The original Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) in 1990 was 
successfully challenged by an administrative appeal. A Supplemen- 
tal EIS (SEIS) was produced in 1994 previous to vast wildfires that 
created significant changes in the sale areas. 

The SEIS failed to analyze the impacts on pileated woodpeckers 
(a Management Indicator Species), failed to adequately protect old 
growth and failed to consider cumulative effects on elk habitat. The 
SEIS also acknowledges that the Forest Service is cutting more old 
growth than the Forest Plan allows. Amazingly enough, the SEIS 
acknowledges that the measures taken to protect wildlife and old 
growth are not adequate but claim the Forest Service will address 
these problems in the year 2000 — when the next Forest Plan 
amendments are done! 

Another problem with the SEIS is that it fails to consider the 
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MT Forest Salvaged from “Salvage” 





Tennessee Valley 
Authority Sued 

by John Johnson 

On September 1 8, four environmental groups filed a lawsuit in 
federal court against the Tennessee Valley Authority (TV A) and 
the US Army Corps of Engineers (Army Corps). The lawsuit 
contends that the TVA and the Army Corps have broken federal 
laws by failing to review the secondary and cumulative environ- 
mental consequences of the offsite hardwood logging supplying 
the growing number of raw log loading ports (13 so far) on the 
Tennessee and Cumberland Rivers. 

Most of these log docks are chip mill support facilities that 
ship logs on barges via the Tennessee-Tombigbee Waterway to 
chip mills in Mississippi and Alabama. The majority of these 
chip mills (owned by Weyerhaeuser, Kimberly Clark/Scott, 
Mannington and their ilk) are sending bargeloads of hardwood 
chips to the gulf port in Mobile where they are exported to the 
Pacific Rim. 

The plaintiff's complaints target the TVA and Army Corps' 
ongoing violations of the Endangered Species Act (ESA), Na- 
tional Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Section 10 of the 
Rivers and Harbors Act, and the TVA Act. Under the ESA, TVA 
and the Army Corps have a duty to act to protect listed species 
and critical habitat. In a strongly worded letter to TVA and the 
Army Corps, the US Fish -and Wildlife Service told both agen- 
cies: "There is substantial reason to believe that the region's 
hardwood forest ecosystem as we know it could be signifi- 
cantly and permanently altered if all the permitted and re- 
quested hardwood chip mill support facilities operate at capac- 
ity at the same time. This constitutes a significant threat to the 
region's fish and wildlife resources..." 

This kind of assault would not have been possible 12 years ago 
before the construction of the taxpayer-funded boondoggle 
known as the Tenn-Tom Waterway. Twenty million dollars a 
year is spent just to keep this export freeway dredged and open. 
The erosion filling up this human-made ditch is in part caused 
by the massive clearcutting of forests to feed the chip mills. The 
funds used to maintain the Waterway are tax dollars appropri- 
ated by Congress. This money is justified by the amount of 
commodities, or "tonnage," that ply the Waterway. Last year, 
nearly half of the eight million tons of products shipped on the 
Waterway were logs and chips. It's circular, albeit vicious; the 
clearcut Tennessee Valley hardwoods help to justify the millions 
spent to keep this export route open — so that our forests can 
continue to be clearcut and exported! 

To get involved, contact Broadened Horizons Riverkeeper 
Project, POB4826, Chattanooga, TN 37405; (423) 267-0813; or 
the Riverkeepers, c/o Southeast Center for Ecological Aware- 
ness, POB 4213, Chattanooga, TN 37405; (423) 267-0813 or 
Katuah EF! POB 281, Chattanooga, TN 37401; (423) 624-3939. 


East Oregon Forest Alert! 


A number of timber sales in eastern Oregon 
are still being offered under the guise of "sal- 
vage." The projects listed below are the most 
urgent and need action imme- 
diately. 

•The "Aldrich" timber sale 
is in an intact, never-logged 
forest. The steep, north-facing 
slopes are the headwaters of 
wild salmon and steelhead 
runs that spawn in the John 
Day River. The Forest Service 
is attempting to sell Aldrich 
with four other old-growth 
sales in a timber package called 
the "Jobs" sale. Jobs mandates 
cutting 12 million board feet 
from 3,960 roadless acres. 

To protest Jobs, contact 
Doug Robin at the Bear Valley 
Ranger District, Malheur NF, 

528 E. Main St., John Day, OR 
97845; (541) 575-2110. 

•The Clear Creek watershed 
contains the last functioning 
old-growth ponderosa pine 
ecosystem in the Prairie City 
Ranger District of the Malheur 
National Forest. Previously of- 
fered as the "Clear" timber sale, 
the Clinton Administration's 
Glickman directive, which re- 
quires a clear insect infesta- 
tion or presence of disease to 
define a sale as salvage, forced 
the Forest Service to divide 
and re-offer it as other sales, 
namely "Foggy," "Stormy" 
and "Misty." Currently under 
appeal, Foggy is critical due to 
the rarity of old-growth ponderosa pine in the 
area. Stormy and Misty are scheduled to be 
sold this year under the Salvage Rider. 

Protest these sales by contacting the Long 
Creek Ranger District at POB 849, John Day, 
OR 97845; (541) 575-3001. 



•The Umatilla National Forest is offering 
two major Salvage Rider projects in the North 
Fork John Day Ranger District: the Oasis tim- 
ber sale and the Camas Resto- 
ration Project. The last intact 
wild salmon runs in Indian 
Creek are threatened by Oasis. 

The Forest Service persists 
with its plans to cut Oasis — 
1.9 million board feet from a 
380-acre old-growth area — 
despite protests, the Glickman 
directive, (which limits green- 
tree cutting in salvage sales to 
25 percent,) and the lack of 
bidders. Oasis has 70 to 85 
percent green trees. Activists 
threatening lawsuits against 
buyers derailed Oasis' auction. 

The Camas area contains a 
tributary for endangered 
spring Chinook salmon and is 
home to steelhead, bull trout, 
cougar, pileated woodpeckers, 
goshawk, elk, bear, eagles and 
a variety of songbirds. 

The Camas Restoration 
Project calls for logging 45 mil- 
lion board feet in the next 10 
years. The project was can- 
celed, but then brought back 
from the dead by the Salvage 
Rider. This year's sales, 
"Thistle," "Mullein" and 
"Tarweed," target 10.5 million 
board feet from 2,600 acres. 

To protest Camas and Oasis 
contact Craig Dixon-Smith, 
NFJD RD, Umatilla NF, POB 
158, Ukiah, OR 97880; (541) 
427-3231; and Tom Reilly, Umatilla NF, 2517 
SW Hailey Ave, Pendleton, OR 97801; (541) 
278-3720. 

For more information, contact the Blue 
Mountains Biodiversity Project at HCR, Fossil, 
OR 97830; (541) 468-2028. 



March Against 


Clinton Strikes at Big Mountain Mahogany 


On October 11, President 
Clinton signed into law the 
Navajo-Hopi Land Dispute 
Settlement Act of 1996. 

Clinton's action solidifies a 
deadline after which time 250 
remaining Dineh (Navajo) 
families, largely elders, will be 
forced to relocate. 

Dineh living on Hopi Parti- 
tioned Land have until Janu- 
ary 1, 1997 to sign a 75-year 
lease which would put them 
under Hopi jurisdiction until 
the lease runs out, at which 
time the Dineh would be 
forced to leave. The leasees 
would not be allowed to pass 
the land onto their children. 

The lease doesn't address free- 
dom of religion, so the Dineh 
don't know if they will be able to practice their own 
religion under Hopi law. Dineh resisters are refusing 
to sign the lease, but if they don't sign the lease by 
January 1, they are likely to be evicted. 

This means the Hopi Tribal Council could then 
legally call upon its Hopi Rangers who, in conjunc- 
tion with Federal Marshals and Bureau of Indian 
Affairs agents, could begin the relocation. 

The US Government has spent over $300 million 
in an attempt to get the Dineh people to relocate. The 
people of this area do not want the money; they want 
to be free to live on their sacred aboriginal homeland. 


An important aspect of this 
land dispute is the fact that 
beneath Big Mountain lie 
massive coal deposits which 
Peabody Coal and the Hopi 
Tribal Council have eco- 
nomic interests in. 

Under the Act, the Hopi 
Tribal Government agreed 
to drop several lawsuits 
against the federal govern- 
ment and the government 
will pay the Hopi $50.2 mil- 
lion which the tribe will 
likely use to buy up to 
500,000 acres of trust land 
in northern Arizona. The 
land would then be consid- 
ered part of the reservation. 
To receive the full $50.2 mil- 
lion, the Hopis must get 85 
percent of the Dineh living on Hopi Partitioned 
Land to sign the lease. 

On October 23, the Dineh people received an- 
other blow in their struggle. Their victory over 
Peabody Coal revoking the Kayenta Mine (see Beltane, 
1996 issue of the EF! Journal) was overturned. 

The Dineh are calling for people to come to Big 
Mountain before January 1, 1997! They need eye- 
witnesses, as well as help for various projects. 

To get involved, contact the Big Mountain Dineh 
Alliance, POB 2889, Window Rock, A Z 86515; (505) 
371-5551. 


by Rick Spencer 

Rainforest activists calling for a ban on mahogany 
imports marched 12 miles from Dan K. Moore 
Lumber in Lexington, North Carolina to Thomasville 
Furniture on September 11. Dan K. Moore is one of 
the biggest importers of mahogany in the US and 
Thomasville is one of the biggest users. 

A dozen activists devoted an entire rain-drenched 
day to tell Thomasville, "Mahogany is Murder. ^The 
march and rally lasted seven hours and evoked a 
positive response from onlookers. As a result of the 
media exposure from the march, Thomasville's Se- 
nior Vice-President has agreed to meet with us. 

Most stands of mahogany have been depleted, so 
pirate loggers often invade indigenous lands or 
wildlife reserves to steal the precious wood. Those 
who stand in their way are often shot. At least eight 
Amazon tribes have had people murdered at the 
hands of mahogany loggers. 

Many recent developments in the mahogany cam- 
paign show that activists' dedication is paying off. 
In late July, the Brazilian Congress passed an un- 
precedented two-year moratorium on cutting ma- 
hogany in natural stands. Because reforestation 
efforts seldom succeed, even more mahogany im- 
ports will be made illegal. Along with this measure, 
Brazil introduced legislation that will decrease de- 
forestation caused by ranching and farming. 

Write Thomasville and demand that they stop 
using all rainforest wood. Thomasville Furniture, Chuck 
Gordon, 401 E. Main St., Thomasville, NC 27360. 

To get involved, contact EarthCulture at POB 
4674, Greensboro, NC 27404; (910) 854-2957. 
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by Davis Redwood Action Team 

Dianne Feinstein is known for many things here in the extreme lower regions 
of Cascadia. Being green is not one of them. Princess Di has betrayed mild 
pinkness in the past on social issues, but more recently whited-out that 
tendency with her calls for border-zone militarization. 

Then came Headwaters Forest, a 60,000-acre redwood ecosystem looking like 
just another green political football for the pragmatists in the re-elect-Clinton- 
at-any-cost camp. To Slick Willy, it must have seemed like a shoe-in: Get 
Princess Di to negotiate with Prince Charles (Hurwitz) for the preservation of 
the 3,000-acre core grove also named Headwaters and say "I saved Headwaters." 
To those of us who have had to watch trucks with 1 0-foot-thick red log sections 
rolling by, this was just more Democratic bullshit. 

Recognizing the shady deal for what it was, the Davis Redwood Action Team 
(DRAT) made the scene in redwood country and sprang into action. Taking the 
advice of a local nature boy, we took our opinion of Charles' and Di's criminal 
conspiracy straight to the source. 

At 9 am sharp, after at least two hours of planning, we flew into Eureka like 
riders on the storm. Of course, our five-minutes-before-the-action reconnais- 
sance told us that our target didn't open until 10 am. So about 30 trying-to-look- 
casual riffraff strolled "inconspicu- 
ously" a block away. 

After a swift banner-painting and 
with the hippies in position, DRAT 
dilly-dallied , up to the double glass 
doors of the Democratic Party HQ 
(opening conveniently onto a busy 
downtown intersection) and grabbed 
the handle. Uh-oh, only one of the 
doors would open, leaving nowhere 
to put the concrete barrel. Suddenly a 
Demo staffer ran over and helpfully 
said that "sometimes the other one 
sticks and needs to be unlocked." She 
squatted down in a power suit (no 
low-bagger she), a mere foot from the 
barrel, and released the bottom latch. 

We thanked her, undid the top latch 
and launched our 600-pound gift into 
the inner sanctum. 


Two casually dressed DRATs (Canis genera and Flora) sat gracefully and locked 
down to the barrel. Simultaneously, banner-dropping sprites atop the 3-story 
building's roof unfurled a dramatic proclamation: "Clinton — Save Headwaters, 
All Six Ancient Groves. Jail Hurwitz." An over-zealous building manager at- 
tempted to fling it down and accidentally broke a light fixture that showered the 
street with glass during a pitch at "arresting" the sprites. 

I almost forgot the best part. Some unknown party sprang over the barrel and 
flung dried cow shit and feathers around the huge office, calling the Di/Charles 
deal "bullshit and fluff." Ten minutes later, the cops found their way from the 
court/jail (a block away) and started organizing their own private riot. Having 
assessed correctly the incredible commitment level of the lock-down crew, they 
formed a 10-cop protective barrier around the doorway and proceeded to berate 
and cajole them (ho-hum). Their suggestions ranged from tipping the barrel 
over ("I don't care if it does break your arm.") to sawing it down the middle 
("Hey, you can choose to leave your arm in the way."). And, by the way, when 
you're locked down, hippie-drumming rules! 'Though, at midnight before an 
action it does not. They finally settled on dragging the barrel, DRATs attached, 
to just outside the door. Hey, don't ask me why. Testosterone maybe? 

Now comes the sleazy part. Yeah, we cut a deal with the Democrats. I know, 
I know, that makes us as bad as Hurwitz, but check this out. After shutting down 

the office for two hours (and the Republi- 
can office across the street — hippie fear 
factor), the crew got off with no ID-view- 
ing, no arrest, and got to keep the barrel, 
even after warning the Eureka Police De- 
partment and the sheriff that they'd see 
this puppy out on the road again! After 
cleaning up our mess, we headed to Scotia 
for more action. 

Epilogue: We got front-page coverage in 
the Eureka Times-Standard, prominent cover- 
age in the San Francisco Chronicle and a harshly 
critical editorial in the Chronicle the follow- 
^ ing day. Fallout: Feinstein, Carl Pope, and 

1 Chronicle editors decry EF!ers messiness (have 
•? they seen a clearcut forest recently?); "wedge" 

2 between EF! and Sierra Club alluded to pri- 
vately (got in the way of their Clinton en- 
dorsement maybe?); defensive Feinstein edi- 
torial in the Chronicle a week later. 



Activists transform into a critical mass on their way to the Democratic National Headquarters. 


Headwaters... 

Continued from front page 

countless others sang and spoke to the crowd as one 
by one, 1,033 people crossed PL's property line in 
ritual civil disobedience. Long after dark, the bewil- 
dered riot cops ran out of plastic cuffs and tickets 
and failed to even cite the last 150 line-crossers. 
Hundreds of activists streamed into base camp, 
glowing with the power of this monstrous action. 

The next two weeks sparkled with tension as well 
as spectacular direct action. As the sun rose on 
September 16, a coordinated series of actions shut 
down every gate leading into the 60,000-acre Head- 
waters complex. Most remained closed all day. 
Lockdowns, blockades and tree sits continued, slow- 
ing previously approved clearcut plans in the re- 
sidual old growth adjacent to Owl Creek Grove and 
along the northern boundary of Headwaters Grove. 

Meanwhile, negotiations resumed in Washing- 
ton. Hopes for an injunction against salvage opera- 
tions dimmed as hearings on EPIC'S federal lawsuit 
were pushed back beyond the end of the morato- 
rium. Then, on the morning of September 28, 
Feinstein, Garamendi and Hurwitz grinned in front 
of the television cameras and announced the fruit of 
their long hours of labor: yet another moratorium, 
covering only two of Headwaters' six ancient groves, 
and contingent upon an absolute nightmare of a 
final "deal." While the politicians and media pro- 
claimed that Headwaters had been saved and envi- 
ronmentalists' concerns had been met — Feinstein 
even called it a "win-win" situation, confirming 
that the forest would lose — activists picked through 
the agreement, discovering a horde of devils in 
every detail. 

The "deal" is no deal at all. True to his money- 
grubbing, swindling ways, Hurwitz merely agreed 
not to salvage log Headwaters Grove or the adjacent 
Elkhead Springs Grove for a maximum of 10 months. 
The area north of Headwaters Grove — a biologically 
critical buffer zone put on the map and the negoti- 
ating table by a grueling year-long direct action 
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campaign — was also thrown in as part of a compli- 
cated land transfer between PL, Elk River Timber 
and the feds. Hurwitz would pocket $380 million in 
cash and as-yet-unidentified "surplus" federal land, 
and agree to suspend (not dismiss) his idiotic "tak- 
ings" lawsuit against the government, in which 
Maxxam made the feeble argument that enforce- 
ment of the Endangered Species Act constitutes 
confiscation of private property. 

As if paying off this corporate weasel at the 
taxpayer's expense one more time weren't enough 
of an insult, the groveling agencies must expedite 
approval of a multi-species federal Habitat Conser- 
vation Plan (HCP) and state Sustained Yield Plan. 
Implemented by Ronald Reagan as a way to weaken 
the ESA by making compliance voluntary, HCP's 
allow corporations to kill endangered species on 
part of their land in exchange for protecting habitat 
elsewhere. PL would receive an "incidental take" 
permit, protected for all time against new biological 
information by a "No Surprises" clause, which would 
allow them to devastate the homes of coho salmon, 
marbled murrelets, spotted owls and a host of other 
creatures not yet federally identified as endangered. 
Four pristine groves— All Species, Owl Creek, Allen 
Creek and Shaw Creek — are not even mentioned in 
the agreement. 

Every one of the nation's dozen or so currently 
implemented HCPs has resulted in a net loss of 
habitat, and over 300 HCPs are now in the planning 
stages. Pacific Lumber submitted a draft HCP for the 
marbled murrelet some time ago, claiming that exist- 
ing redwood parks provided enough habitat to jus- 
tify total liquidation of their old growth. Even US 
Fish & Wildlife officials laughed that plan out of 
existence, but they now face enormous political 
pressure to rubber-stamp whatever PL submits in the 
next 10 months. The corporate thugs at Maxxam are 
holding Headwaters and Elkhead Springs Groves 
hostage while trashing the other old-growth habitat 
that their HCP "supposedly aims to protect. In this 
case, HCP stands for "Hurwitz Controls the Process." 

As both John Campbell and proto-fascist North 
Coast Congressman Frank Riggs were forced to 


admit at a September 30 town meeting in Eureka, 
the agreement fails to permanently protect a single 
tree. Either Maxxam, PL or the feds can back out at 
any time with two weeks' notice, ending the salvage 
moratorium. Congressional and state legislative ap- 
proval, both required to make the cash payoff and 
land trades happen, have been deferred until after 
the election. Nobody can claim with any shred of 
honesty that this agreement saves Headwaters. 

The thin veil of Democratic Party disinformation 
stretched over the agreement by spin doctors for 
Feinstein and Garamendi began to unravel almost 
immediately. Further Earth First! rallies and actions, 
including the outrageous "bullshit and fluff" demo 
at the Eureka Democrats' campaign headquarters, 
spread EF!'s unqualified message far and wide: "No 
Deal!" In a wonderfully bizarre media coup, San 
Francisco's KGO radio, one of the most powerful 
AM stations on the West Coast, was successfully 
infiltrated by Earth First!. Judi Bari now calls in 
action reports almost daily, and two talk show hosts 
have mounted a month-long filibuster on the Head- 
waters issue, ensuring that listeners from British 
Columbia to Baja get a nightly dose of radicalism. 

Unfortunately, news from the legal front has been 
mixed. EPIC'S motions for a temporary restraining 
order and a preliminary injunction were both denied 
in federal court during the first week in October. The 
judge ruled that restrictions imposed on PL's salvage 
operations, which only allow PL to drag downed 
trees from the forest floor to existing roads, were 
sufficient to avoid damaging marbled murrelet habi- 
tat. With the slimmest chance of success, EPIC and 
the Sierra Club set their sights on October 8, when 
Pete Wilson's industry-dominated California Board 
of Forestry were to reconsider their September denial 
of emergency rules to stop the salvage logging. 

In a stunning display of cluelessness, PL began 
dragging ancient trees out of All Species Grove on 
the day before the Board meeting. Suddenly, any 
remaining public illusions about the deal evapo- 
rated, and Feinstein and Garamendi spent the day 

Continued on next page 





Owl Creek Rises 


CONFRONTATION IN THE 

Headwaters complex 


by Spring and Anne Arcky 

While 1,033 Headwaters Forest sup- 
porters spent September 1 5 participat- 
ing in the largest civil disobedience in 
North American forest activist history, 
dozens of courageous redwood defend- 
ers were busy "conspiring to infringe 
on the property rights" of Maxxam's 
Pacific Lumber Company (PL). Al- 
though a last-minute voluntary mora- 
torium delayed PL's plans to start sal- 
vage logging in the ancient groves, 
Timber Harvest Plans (THPs) in nearby 
areas would be open for business start- 
ing the morning after the rally. 

Frontline activists spent long, late 
hours before the September 1 6 prepar- 
ing for the worst-case scenario: an all- 
out assault on the six ancient groves of 
Headwaters Forest. Tightly organized 
affinity groups worked together to 
blockade every one of PL's access gates 
to the 60,000-acre complex and oc- 
cupy all of the groves, as well as one 
"residual " and one second-growth area 
critical to the survival of the coho 
salmon and other imperiled species. 

North Headwaters (THP 096), a sec- 
ond-growth forest ad j acent to the main 
ancient grove, originally appeared to 
be excluded from the moratorium. 
Although grassroots and mainstream 
activists have supported the inclusion 
of this vital Coho habitat in any deal 
attempting to preserve Headwaters, 
corporate bargaining power overcame 
common sense. 

An elaborate gate blockade on the 
access road to North Headwaters 
slowed the company's first work day. 
A logging crew worked into the next 
week clearing trees for the road and 
felling sporadically, slowed by several 
technically complex blockades. By the 
end of the next week, intense political 
pressure won a voluntary moratorium 
for THP 096 that eventually resulted 
in the inclusion of North Headwaters 
into the 7,500-acre compromise deal. 

In a previously thinned area still 
home to ancient trees, PL was met 
with creative and spirited resistance. 
Six units of "residual old growth" lay 
adjacent to an ancient grove known as 
Owl Creek, where a permanent in- 


junction has locked PL out since 1994. 
In one of the few units not yet com- 
pleted, a dozen "ewoks" erected a tree 
village that would eventually grow to 
include six platforms, a hammock, 
and a 400-square-foot shrimp net. Over 
the course of 19 days, 1 7 sitters rotated 
through the village. 

On September 16 and 17, simulta- 
neous actions on the road leading to 
the village kept the sits undisturbed. 
During a failed vehicle lockdown on 
September 17 on the road below the 
village, a peace-loving Cascadian was 
accused of wielding a metal lockbox 
at the cops and was bogusly charged 
with felony assault of an officer. Later 
in the day, a ground-support elf was 
tackled by a sheriff right below the 
shrimp net occupied by two sitters. 
The elf suffered a hairline fracture in 
her wrist from the cop's pain compli- 
ance holds, and was later discharged 
from jail to seek medical attention. 

By September 18, fellers had begun 
logging trees up to 12 feet in diam- 
eter. Ground support attempted to 
intervene, but police presence made 
it difficult. 

Ground support was a vital element 
to keeping the sit going, especially 
after the fellers began to work in the 
unit. Just being in the unit, establish- 
ing stash spots for gear, meeting up 
with new ground support, and keep- 
ing the sitters supplied would prove 
nearly impossible in the coming weeks, 
as PL security, county sheriffs in cam- 
ouflage and two "guys in blue," who 
looked sort of like SWAT team cops, 
worked together to eradicate the woods 
of elves and starve or freeze the sitters 
out of the trees. 

September 19 saw the first taste of 
the militaristic mentality of the indus- 
trial logging industry and the authori- 
ties at Owl Creek. The sheriff in charge 
had one of the two dozen workers 
blast a skid trail into the unit under 
the shrimp net, where he then built an 
earthen mound in just a few scoops, 
drove onto the mound and stood atop 
the machine to slash the net. The 
three sitters in the net scurried onto 
vertical lines away from the gaping 
hole, through which the cops pulled 


all of their gear. The ground-support 
group watched in horror as the rest of 
the village desperately screamed at 
the perpetrators. 

Eventually the cops gave up on the 
net and regrouped. Their next move 
was to send a PL tree topper/logger up 
each occupied tree to cut down essen- 
tial gear. During this slightly unex- 
pected fiasco, sitters tried to retain 
and hide some of their stuff, but were 
told by police that if anyone made a 
move on the climber or reached into 
their backpacks, hidden snipers would 
"take you out. " One elf was confronted 
by a sheriff in the unit who feigned 
pulling a gun on him. While cops 
were serious about ambushing and 
chasing down elves, only a handful 
were actually caught and arrested. 

The 'dozer continued through the 
next week churning earth, flattening 
the natural contours of the land and 
totally destroying the vegetation. For 
each tree, the dozer would scrape out 
a "landing pad" for the tree to bounce 
off, and as the week moved on, the 
felling inched closer to 
the village. 

Pacific Lumber's 
climber ascended twice 
more before the last sit- 
ter was forcibly removed. 

Some sitters lived on their 
platforms for two weeks, 
and at one point ham- 
mocks replaced plat- 
forms taken by the 
climber. Elves kept the 
sitters constantly resup- 
plied with warmth and 
food even until the end, 
when the unit was satu- 
rated with prowling fuzz. 

By the last few days, 
the unit looked like a 
dusty parking lot. Three 
occupied trees remained, 
and trees were dropped 
dangerously close to 
them. A 'dozer side- 
swiped a tree occupied 
tenuously by two sitters. 

Workers even dug up an 
entire stump of a tree cut 
only 10 feet away from 


an occupied tree to remove the evi- 
dence. The last two villagers were low- 
ered to the ground in a cooperative 
effort by the climber and the cops. 

Many of those arrested at the Head- 
waters actions this season were charged 
with felony conspiracy to commit a 
misdemeanor. These charges kept folks 
in jail for a week or longer, but were 
usually dropped later. Close to 150 
people have been arrested since the 
big rally on September 15 — approxi- 
mately 15 of them juveniles. 

The villagers look back at their tem- 
porary canopy home as an experi- 
ment and a valuable practice for fu- 
ture occupations. The Owl Creek vil- 
lage may well have been the first of its 
kind in North America. The experi- 
ence has wizened many activists and 
served to strengthen our commitment 
to direct action in defense of the land. 
The Owl Creek THP is continuing as 
scheduled, but we hope to use what 
we learned to grow in numbers and 
effectiveness and to defend more of 
the last wild forests. 



Activist defies gravity — Owl Creek style 


Headwaters ... 

stammering into the cameras with rotten egg on 
their faces. Facing a tide of public outrage, Feinstein 
and Garamendi sent strongly worded letters to the 
Board demanding adoption of emergency rules. 

The Board met late into the evening while activ- 
ists awaited their decision. The stunning news then 
emerged that the Board had voted tentatively to 
adopt part of the rules package, responding not to 
the incontrovertible ecological "emergency" but to 
the threat to public peace and the general- welfare 
generated by protests and direct action. 

About 150 Earth Firstlers have gone to jail since 
September 15, actions continue on almost a daily 
basis, and Humboldt County is simply reeling 
from the blows. Congressman Riggs, whose favor- 
ite corporate constituent uses the Sheriff's depart- 
ment as a private security force, is now whining for 
federal aid. 

Euphoria over the Board's apparent capitulation to 
direct action dissipated the next day, when the final 
rules package foundered on a technicality. Only four 
members of the nine-person Board voted for the rules 
package, violating a provision requiring a majority of 
the Board — not just those present — to legitimize a 
decision. However, one position on the Board is 


vacant, and two members recused themselves on 
dubious grounds, leaving a 4-2 vote in favor of the 
rules ineffective. The Environmental Protection In- 
formation Center is exploring a legal challenge to 
this technicality. 

That very morning, PL was caught red-handed 
cutting live, standing trees in All Species Grove, 
violating the court-ordered restrictions on their 
salvage operations. The habitually inept California 
Department of Forestry, which earlier claimed that 
monitoring of the operations was unimportant be- 
cause PL's "best interests" were served by compli- 
ance, was forced to investigate the violation. They 
issued a 24-hour stop work order, met with PL for a 
gentle wrist-slapping session, and allowed logging 
to continue. 

Public officials always act surprised when PL will- 
fully disobeys the law and seem to suffer from 
amnesia regarding past crimes such as the illegal 
logging of Owl Creek over Thanksgiving weekend in 
1992 and the unapproved "Death Road" slashed 
through the heart of Headwaters Grove in 1990. 
Earth First! exposed both of these travesties, and the 
"Ecotopia Department of Forestry (EDF)" continues 
to monitor and document the destruction in All 
Species Grove. In fact, the EDF issued its own "stop 
work order," in the form of a lockdown on yarding 


equipment that resulted in 22 arrests. 

Salvage logging continues in the ancient groves, 
interrupted by woods actions and gate blockades. 
However, the federal judge who allowed these op- 
erations to go forward is now on notice concerning 
PL's violations, and another hearing is set for late 
October. The so-called Headwaters "deal" has been 
exposed as a total fraud, as major national media 
outlets air Earth Firstlers' video footage of destruc- 
tion in ancient forests. 

The immense power and public pressure gener- 
ated by Headwaters activists over the past few months • 
is truly staggering. While legal experts craft paper 
monkeywrenches and media hounds hammer home 
our message, direct action on the front lines turns 
up the heat on compromising politicians and their 
robber baron pals. The Democratic Party hacks who 
handed Hurwitz his dream "deal" now know that 
the public will never accept it. Until every acre of 
this redwood wilderness achieves permanent pro- 
tection, Earth First! direct action and organizing 
will continue in its defense. Like the song says, 
"We're not leaving till you're out of the forest!" 

We desperately need your help to continue this 
campaign until late November when the autumn 
rains send the loggers home. Come join us! Call 
(707) 468-1660 for information. 
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tion to draw up and implement plans on a "worst-case" basis. 
Kostenko's preferred solution, to remove the melted-down fuel from 
the remains of the reactor, is almost certainly impossible. That means 
lhat a new sarcophagus, strong enough to withstand a major explo- 
sion, must be built over the existing, rapidly deteriorating structure. 
An essential aspect of this task will be the closure of the number three 
reactor block, which shares a wail with the destroyed reactor. 

The expense will be enormous; the Ukrainian government last year 
estimated the total price of snutting down Chernobyl at $4 billion. 
But the Western governments that have pushed nuclear power as a 
cheap, environmentally acceptable option have no right to deny aid 
in the quantities required 

To add to the climate or public rear a new nuclear power plant ;• 
slated to oe built in the R( stov region of Russia. 

for more information, \>mact Ecodefense. Vloskovsky pros pec. 
1 20-34 236006 Kaliningrad/ Koemgsberg, Russia: tetephone/fux 
0112 437286: e-inail: ecocercnseV'glas.apc.urg; iutptocc.giaMiet.ru/ 
K01/SEL7KQLLEKT/EC0DEFEN/1NDEX.H ! M or mp: 
www.infochase.com/edu/ecodefensedndex.html. 


by Renfrey Clark 

Scenes in the Ukrainian capital of Kiev in September were 
reminiscent of those in April 1 986, when rumors flew of a massive 
accident at the Chernobyl nuclear power plant 100 kilometers to 
the north. Residents kept their windows shut and their children 
inside. At railway stations and airline offices, queues lengthened 
as parents made ready to send their offspring to stay with distant 
relatives. 

The cause of the renewed alarm was a series of unexplained 
increases in the recorded level of neutron emissions inside the 
concrete-and-steel sarcophagus covering the destroyed Chernobyl 
number 4 reactor. On September 12 and 16. instrume ,!s measured 
two bursts of radiation inside the sarcophagus, recording neutre n 
levels many times greater than those that have been typical over 
the past ten years. 

For some days after the latest incidents government authorities, 
as in 1986, revealed nothing. Then on September 24, Ukrainian 
Environmental Protection and Nuclear' Safety Minister Yury 
Kosten ko warned that another explosion was possible at Chernobyl. 

As news of the latest incidents at“Chernobyl forced its way into 
the open, the first response by national leaders was to trv to 
forestall panic by playing down the dangers. Here, government 
spokespeople received help from Ukraine's large and influential 
nuclear power establishment. 

A line of argument heard repeatedly at this time was that the 
increase in neutron emissions had not occurred at ail. Heavy rains 
were said to have raised the levels of humidity inside the sarcophagus , 
causing measuring devices to malfunction. However, the nuclear 
industry proved unable to get its story straight, or to stop technical 
staff from reporting the facts as they observed them. A special 
commission charged with investigating the neutron anomalies con- 
cluded that conditions inside the sarcophagus had remained dry. 

Meant to ease public anxiety, the claim that the rises in 
neutron emissions never happened had exactly the opposite 
effect. Among the Ukrainian population, the suspicion has 
increased that the authorities are hiding something dangerous. 

Pro-nuclear interests in Ukraine have now advanced a more 
subtle argument, which has been given prominent treatment by 
newspapers in neighboring Russia. This argument holds that 
Kostenko's warning of a possible explosion was a ploy aimed at 
spreading alarm in the West and forcing other countries to meet 
pledges of aid to Ukraine. 

In April of this year, leaders of the G-7 countries agreed to come 
up with $3 billion for building a new sarcophagus and shutting 
down the remaining Chernobyl reactors. Representatives of the 
G-7 group and Ukraine were due to meet in Paris on October .1 1, 
and were expected to discuss Chernobyl funding. 

Ukrainians were thus assured that they could 
relax. The suggestions that the Chernobyl 
number four reactor might again ex- 
plode, media reports implied, were sim- 
ply a case of politicians peddling scare I 
stories in order to pressure opponents < I HH I 

and score an advantageous deal. it I 

Critics of nuclear power might well f ■ 
have wanted to cry "Slander!" But the ' I B 

picture has been complicated by the ■ 
fact that the impoverished Ukrainian 
authorities have excellent reasons for 

wanting to scare Western governments, and in some cases have 
arguably tried to do so. Ukrainian President Leonid Kuchma was 
reported on September 27 to have rebuked Kostenko for trying to 
"intimidate people" with his warnings. However, Kuchma added 
that uncertainty over conditions inside the ruined reactor would 
prompt him to press the G-7 powers for aid in constructing a new 
sarcophagus. Izvestiya, in a lead story entitled "Nuclear Blackmail 
for Mercenary Ends?", quoted Kostenko as warning that if G-7 
help were delayed, the planned shutdown of the Chernobyl plant 
in 2003 might have to be postponed. 

As these political struggles have unfolded, some of the most 
pertinent facts about Chernobyl have not commanded much 
weight. But one point which no-one disputes is that the situation 
inside the sarcophagus is very poorly understood. 

In these circumstances, arguing that another explosion "can- 
not" occur is simply irresponsible. The stakes, meanwhile, are 
immense. Accepting that a chain reaction at Chernobyl number 4 
was "in principle" possible, Izvestiya noted scientific warnings that 
such a development could lead to an explosion "exceeding the 
power of the 1986 Chernobyl blast by hundreds of times." 

The Ukrainian and G-7 governments therefore have an obliga- 


SABOTAGE DISRUPTS 
GERMAN RAILWAYS 


by Ian Traynor 

Anti-nuclear militants were suspected of sabotaging rail services 
across much of northern Germany last fall by hoisting grappling 
hooks across overhead power lines. 

Four trains came to a halt near the cities of Hanover and Gottingen 
after hitting the hooks, a spokesman for German Railways said. 
Thousands of passengers had their services disrupted and several lines 
were closed as trains were rerouted and lines cleared. 

Although no-one claimed responsibility, campaigners opposed to 
the transport of nuclear waste by rail to a storage site near Hanover 
were believed to be behind the attacks. 

In May thousands of police and militants fought pitched battles 
near the Gorleben site as protesters tried to block the arrival of nuclear 
waste from France. 
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Swainson’s Hawks Slaughtered by Ciba-Geigy 


by Nancy Vogel 

This fall, white- 
bellied Swainson's 
hawks hunting go- 
phers in the Central 
Valley of California 
will do something as 
certain as the seasons: 

They'll fly to South 
America. But there's 
nothing certain 
about whether the 
hawks will return. 

In the flat, eucalyptus-studded region of Argen- 
tina where Swainson's hawks winter, a pesticide 
sprayed to kill grasshoppers has been poisoning 
the raptors by the thousands. Nobody knows how 
long the mass killing has been going on. Until last 
year, North American biologists had only a gen- 
eral sense of where the hawks roosted each winter. 
The birds have been listed as threatened in Cali- 
fornia since 1983. 

In the winter of 1995, US Forest Service orni- 
thologist Brian .Woodbridge got curious about 



why some of the adult hawks he banded never nerve function, to kill a hawk, 
returned from their migration, one of the longest Implicated in the deaths of 10,000 robins in 
of Western hawks. Florida and hundreds of birds of prey in Israel, 

With his supervisor's blessing, he followed two registration of monocrotophos was voluntarily can- 
hawks fitted with radio transmitters to Argentina's celed in the United States by DuPont Company after 
La Pampa province. There he found piles of feathers federal registration requirements were tightened in 
and bones — more than 700 dead hawks. 1988. But Ciba-Geigy Corporation continues to 

The next winter, Woodbridge returned. He found make the chemical elsewhere in the world, 
an estimated 4,000 dead hawks, often Woodbridge estimates that last year, 15,000 to 

clumped together under roosting trees. w, v 20,000 birds were killed on the Kansas-like plains 

"Some were still alive, standing there ©Sk of Argentina. That's about five percent of the 
dazed in the fields," he said. entire population of a bird found in California's 

The culprit, he learned from Argentin- Central Valley, east across the Great Basin 

ian farmers and laboratory results, is a and Great Plains and north into 

pesticide called monocrotophos. Pesticide Saskatchewan and Alberta, 

manuals describe it as "extremely toxic to Swainson's hawks once swooped over 

birds." La Pampa farmers use it to kill grass- grasslands through much of California, 

hoppers hungry for fields of young sunflow- but intensive agriculture and develop- 
ers and alfalfa. ment have wiped them out of the Impe- 

As farmers haul air blasters of pesticides through rial Valley and the southern coastal plain 

fields, the hawks swoop into the spray to hunt where San Diego and Los Angeles now sprawl, 

grasshoppers kicked up by tractors. The birds ingest "When you find a pile of hundreds of them dead 
monocrotophos by eating the grasshoppers or by and one with a bird band on that's 19 years old... to 
preening their feathers. It doesn't take much more be killed by senseless use of pesticide seems like such 

than a milligram of monocrotophos, which stops a waste," Bechard said. . 


Camp in A30 
Road Route 
Faces Eviction 

by Andy Ridgewell 

The longest-running tree occupation in the UK is 
currently facing eviction. 

Activists built three protest camps on the pro- 
posed route of the Honiton-to-Exeter A30 road. The 
road would be an entirely new piece of duel 
carridgeway plowing through 14 miles of pictur- 
esque Devon countryside, destroying the habitat of 
supposedly protected species and paving over 12 
hectares of woodland and 140 hectares of prime 
agricultural land. Additionally, the prospect of this 
new road is already producing a flood of applica- 
tions for potentially environmentally damaging 
development and new businesses that would be 
located alongside both the new road and the one it 
is replacing. 

Preliminary clearance work was carried out in 
October 1994, but two areas of woodland were 
saved at the time and activists set up camp. But at 
press time police, acting under the reactionary Crimi- 
nal Justice Act, are evicting protestors from the 
bottom end of Fairmile camp. According to the 
activist group Road Alert, police were refusing to tell 
people their names and ranks and their badge num- 
bers were often hidden. 

Clearance work is also occurring around a third 
camp, Trollheim, which features a hill fort with 
battlements and drawbridge. 

The protestors built entire tree-villages at the two 
woodland sites, each consisting of up to two dozen 
separate treehouses (several of which individually 
can sleep 10 or more), with all the trees linked by rope 
walkways 30 to 60 feet up. In addition, Camp 
Allercome boasts a 30-foot scaffold tripod and a 40- 
foot tower, the bases of which both begin not at 
ground level, but from the tops of a series of ash trees! 
Fairmile has an extensive series of underground 
tunnels, dug at a depth of 10 to 20 feet, surrounding 
the site. Activists intend to chain themselves to 
concrete barrels inside the tunnels to prevent heavy 
machinery from getting near the trees. 

Formal evacuation notices were served at the 
three camps on September 17. The actual road 
construction work was due to commence October 1, 
but was delayed. 

This article is appearing simultaneously in the 
Auto-Free Times, POB 4347, Areata, CA 955 18, USA. 

For more information, contact: Road Alert, POB 
5544, Newbury, RG14 5FB, United Kingdom, Tele- 
phone: 01635 521770 



Formidable women of the A30 Trollheim camp: (above) This protester is occupying the fortification wall built around the camp to 
deter police evictions, (below) This protester receives a plate of food on break from digging the underground tunnels which will 

collapse and bury activists alive if heavy equipment rolls in. 
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Diary of a Clearcut 


The Summit Creek timber sale was 
so environmentally damaging it 
had been stopped in 1990. This 9.5- 
million-board-foot sale (that's equal 
to 1,800 logging trucks) was one of 
the green, healthy ancient forests 
that Congress mandated be clearcut 
by the Salvage Rider without an 
inch of riparian buffer to protect 
endangered fish. 

I soon came to Unit 1. Big trees 
were lying on the ground. Big 
yellow stumps, flowing with fresh 
pitch, stood out sharply against 
once green branches, now drying 
and yellowing. I saw a new road the 
loggers bulldozed into the top of 
Unit 1 going right over a little 
stream that still trickled water in 
late August. This is how the BLM 
treats forests that are supposed to 
receive the highest level of protec- 
tion! The destruction was awesome. 

I continued up the main road to 
Units 2 and 3- I saw Unit 3 while 
facing its steep slope across another 


clearcut. I saw a totally 
brown, bare hillside. I 
was too far away to see |-‘ 
the individual stumps, 
but 1 could see the 
trees were not scat- 
tered on the ground. 

They had been pulled 
(yarded) up to the top 1 — — 
of the unit. They were 
piled high on top of 
each other, awaiting 
the longest journey of 
their life— a ride on a 
logging truck, through 
the open air and into 
the sharp steel blades 
that convert the green 
wood into green 
dollars. 

Immediately behind 
me was another side 
road, and I could see 
something up there — 
cables and red things. I 
drove on up and found 
myself on a landing — 

overlooking Unit 2. It 
was shocking, as all clearcuts are 
when viewed up close. It was the 
ugliest thing I had yet seen that day. 
The unit was huge. It was shaved 
clean all the way to the bottom of 
one slope and up the next one. 
There were nothing but stumps and 
brown, dying brush. I could see 
wide, white lines, places where the 
top soil was scraped away when the 
big trees had been pulled up to the 
landing. Most of the trees had 
already taken their ride to the mill. 
But some still remained in the far 
corner of the unit. I guess that was 
why the equipment was all still 
there. 

On the landing was lots of big, 
heavy equipment: bulldozers, fire 


by Francis Eatherington 

Late last summer I was driving 
around our public forest roads just 
south of Eugene and north of Drain, 
Oregon, enjoying the beautiful 
Smith River watershed. Eleven miles 
west of Interstate 5, I drove through 
an old-growth reserve toward BLM 
road 20-6-35, where I knew the 
Summit Creek Timber Sale was. This 
area was supposedly protected under 
the President's Northwest Forest 
Plan and is considered critical 
habitat for the survival of 
anadramous fish. It was now being 
logged under the Salvage Rider. 

When I got there, I could see a 
big home-made sign up the road 
that said "Road Closed — Logging 
Traffic Only." There were no BLM 
road closures in this area (logging 
companies can't just close public 
roads on their own), and it was a 
weekend — no logging traffic — so I 
went up to see what I could find. 




trucks, yarders and something with 
massive jaws that picks up the big 
logs and puts them in the trucks, 
called a loader. There was a tower 
over 30 feet high, held in place by a 
dozen cables spreading out from 
the top — a yarder, used to facilitate 
dragging the logs over the fragile 
soil. 

I looked in awe at the monstrous 
machinery, with its giant wheels 
and treads. Surely mother earth 
doesn't stand a chance in the wake 
of such macho power. These 
profiteers are doing more than 
raping nature — they are castrating 
it. The old-growth trees on the 
edge of the clearcut stood sturdy, 
towering upwards, and beside 
them were bleeding stumps. This is 
the castration process, the cutting 
off of the life force. It is ultimately 
self-destruction. 

Scattered around the landing 
were more tools: axes, wrenches 
bigger than my fist and a hard hat 
sitting next to a can of 
Copenhagen. Then I spotted the 
saws, three chainsaws resting on 
the landing. Two of the saws had 
the longest blades I'd ever seen, as 
long as the wing span of an eagle. 
They were shiny and sharp like a 
surgeon's blade, and looked quite 
able to slice through the biggest, 
hardest job assigned to them. 

I drove away in pain back down 
the Smith River, once the home of 
millions of native fish. Now the 
fish are in grave danger of going 
extinct, primarily because of log- 
ging according to government 
scientists. My generation has 
witnessed this habitat destruction 
and our children will feel the pain 
of its loss the most. Their children, 
having never experienced these life 
forms, will not be able to ever 
fathom what we stole from them. 
Losing the memory of our ancient 
forests will be our most tragic loss. 

Francis Eatherington is a board mem- 
ber of Umpqua Watersheds. She 
developed her strong opinions on 
forestry practices in the Pacific North- 
west by being a forestry worker in the 
region for over 20 years. 


Unit 4 of the Summit Creek Timber Sale 
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photos by Francis Eatherington 




better equipped on tne oactxe- 
field. We watched the graphic 
outcome in the Persian Gulf War 
where death was delivered on a 
massive scale quickly, mercil- 
essly, and by remote control. 

This Congresswoman was saying 
how today's cop is like a Wyatt 
Earp, out there alone, with a 
police cruiser replacing the 
horse and nothing else to help 
out. This so called "liberal" 
legislator sought to deliver 
"force enhancers" to local police. 
I guess she felt that there can 
never be enough police officers 
in this "war against crime", 

I wondered how the military 
style assault units (SWAT teams) 
police dogs, police helicopters 
with infrared, tear gas and riot 
gear fit into this lone Wyatt Earp 
image she was painting. I also 


We forget that the constitution 
didn’t prevent federal agents from 
raiding radical organizations 
throughout the country in September 
of 1918. Thousands were arrested 
and 500 deported. A thriving 
socialist press was effectively 
destroyed, along with the Inter- 
national Workers of the World (IWW) 
amidst the red scare and war 
propaganda of WWI . 

WWII brought the internment 
of 100,000 Japanese Americans. 

The Cold War brought the chill 
of McCarthyism. Now we are in the 
middle of a war against drugs 
and crime, an internal war, 
against citizens within our own 
borders. It seems the politicans 
are getting ready to declare yet 
another war — this one against 
terrorism. Better hold on tight 
to your civil liberties. 

A twig snaps... We look up... 
What? Not another Crime Control 
Bill! 100,000 more cops on the 
streets. This is costing us some 
big bucks. Good thing I don't 
pay taxes. 

Was that the wind... No, just 
another proposal for a national 
identification card utilizing 
fingerprints or retina scans. 

No need to worry; the American 
people will never accent that. 

Another twig. . .Anti-terrorism 
legislation, funding 10,000 more 
FBI agents and authorizing the 
military involvement in certain 
domestic investigations. Hmmm... 

Rustling of the leaves... ?50 
million dollars spent just on the 
Unabomber investigation. Library 


wondered what kind of military 
technology she had in mind for 
cops of the future. 

Never forget that crime is 
a social and political construct 


not an absolute 


as they attempt 


to sell us this business of 
"fighting crime." The real pro- 
duct beneath all the rhetoric 
ts~~social contr ol. Police force s 
defend the owning • class . (This 
becomes clear to any forest 
activist attempting to stop 
an illegal timber sale. Enforcers 


This is a colle ction of articles 
and essays by /biocentrlc anarchists 
this is not a platform or manifesto 


We all come from different places 

and viewpoints. Some of us are mil- 
itantly opposed to technology, while 
others aren't so militant. There are 
biocnetric anarchists who work with 
MOVE and others who support their 
struggle against the state, but do 
not agree with their philosophy. 

This publication was put together 
to start a dialogue on these and 
other issues that we felt were not 
regularily addressed. 


Biocentric ananarchists are not new 
to the EF ! movement . We believe 
in the principles of biocentrism, 
but we also believe that the entire 
power structure needs to be 
dismantled and replaced by a non- 
hierarchtical society based on 
biocentrism. 


climates do swing 

back and forth between permissive 
and reactionary. Maybe things 
will lighten up at the of the 
millennium. (Fat chance!) However 
technology developements are not 
cyclical like politics, they are 
linear and exponential. The tech- 
nnlnoy of r-nnfrnl — is — becoming-- 
■gVetT 1 more sophisticated and perni- 


'Jpon hearing the crack of a - — -^TTre digitizing of fingerprints 

twig, a deer will look and listen was a quiet revolution in law 

motionlessly for a few moments. enforcement. To check a set of 

If there's no apparent danger rushing fingerprints once required someone 
towards her, the deer goes right to visually compare them with 

back to browsing. This is a dangerous each set of prints one after anothi 

survival strategy in an age where It was time consuming and labor 

technology allows the hunter to kill intensive. Most investigations 
at a distance. <fhe American Left only compared prints with those 

seem to mimic this behavior. When on file locally. These days a 

we hear about something alarming / portable fingerprint scanner in 

we look up from our work only the cop car can check a set of 

momentarily. Upon finding that prints against the entire national 

there's still a US Constitution J aw enforcement database. No wondei 

guaranteeing free speech and the the authorities are eager to get 

right to peacefully protest the kids fingerprints "for their own 

government, we go back to painting 
yet another banner and planning 
the next demo.N 

' ( Pont 1 a ^ ~ ~ ^ 


"Force enhancers." The 
ominous phrase shot across the 
airwaves with a crack like a 22. 

I stared at the radio. A Cong- 
resswoman was describing her 
work on transferring military 
technology to the civilian police 
force . 

In military jargon "force 
enhancers" refer to . technologies 
that improve the killing capacity 
of each soldier. An army can 
never have enough soldiers, so 
true to Western thinking, there 
has been an incredible drive 
to make the individual soldiers 



EARTH FIRST! MEET MOVE 


MOVE is not an acronym; 
it means,"to MOVE, to work, 
to generate, to be active." 
MOVE, active in Philadelphia 
since the early '70's, is 
"a serious committed fam- 
ily of revolutionaries." 

(Those members adopt the 
last name Africa as a act 
of family unity.) John 
Africa's teachings, which 
stress living in harmony 
with Mother Earth, is what 
MOVE philosophy is based 
on : 

"MOVE'S WORK IS TO STOP 
THE INDUSTRY FROM POISONING 
THE AIR, THE SOIL, AND TO 
PUT AN END TO THE ENSLAVE- 
MENT OF LIFE, PEOPLE, 

ANIMALS, ANY FORM OF LIFE. 

THE PURPOSE OF JOHN AFRICA'S 
REVOLUTION IS TO SHOW PEOPLE 
HOW CORRUPT, ROTTEN, CRIMIN- 
ALLY ENSLAVING THIS SYSTEM 
IS. . . " 

As Ramona Africa puts 
it, "It is MOVE'S reverence 
for life, our absolute 
commitment to life, our un- 
compromising protection of 
life... that led to every 
confrontation we've ever 
had with this system be- 
cause this system don't 
care nothing about life, 
this system only care about 
money-.." 

MOVE makes the connection 
between the struggle against 
the. oppressor of the urban 
and rural people, especially 
people of color, and the 
struggle against the destruct- 
ion of the Earth. The system 
that wages war on the poor 
and people of color is the same 
system that exploits and rav- 
ages the Earth, and neither 
the Earth, the poor, nor 
the people of color will be 
safe until the mentality 
that oppresses all of them 
is destroyed. MOVE also 
makes the connection between 


MOVE has demonstrated again- 
st the SPCA , the Philadelphia 
Zoo, animal labs, pet shops, 
industrial corporations, police 
brutality, and other exploit- 
ive institutions. MOVE was 
criticized for its use of 
profanity at demos. MOVE'S 
response was," If our pro- 
fanity offends you, look ar- 
ound and see how destructr ively 
society is profaning its self. 

It is the rape of the land, the 
pollution of the environment, 
the betrayal and suffering of the 
the masses by the corrupt govern- 
ment that is really obscenity." 
MOVE has been able to educate 
people about the destruction 
of the Earth from the belly of 
tlje beast where it is more dif- 
ficult to get people to un- 
derstand their connection 
with the Earth. MOVE cares 
for stray animals, builds stoves 
and supplies wood to people whose 
gas has been cut off, checks on 
elderly people who live alone, 
and feeds people as their funds 
allow. MOVE members believe in 
order to be an effective revolut- 
ionary, one must be a healthy re- 
volutionary, and the key to health 
is diet. MOVE members eat a raw 
food diet and do not use alcohol 
or any drugs / MOVE ' s no compromis- 
ing position in pursuit of their 
beliefs makes MOVE a real threat 
to the system. MOVE'S no com- 
promising stance in exposing one 
of the most brutally racist police 
forces in Amerikkka led to repeat- 
ed attempts by the system to 
destroy MOvE. The system first 
tried to silence MOVE by arrest- 
ing them on trumped up charges. 
MOVE clogged the kourt system 
by defending themselves, cursing 
and agitating the judges, who 
industry and government. responded with contempt of 

Ramona Africa clearly states: kkkourt charges, soon back- 

"MOVE's fight is with indust- logging the kourts with hun- 

ry becasue industry is poison dreds of cases until eventually 
ing and abusing life. Industry the courts began dismissing 
is responsible for polluting the MOVE cases due to back log. 
water, the air, the soil, and The kops took it upon themselves 
making life sick; industry MOVE members on sight; broken 

is responsible for drugs, bones, bruises, billy clubs 

alcohol, and cigarettes; broken over people's heads were 

industry is responsible a regular occurence. Alberta 

for cars, trains, and bus- Africa (pregnant and in jail 

es that pollute the air, at the time), Janet and Lees- 

poison the lungs and retard ing Africa, both pregnant, all 

the legs for lack of use. lost babies after suffering mis- 

Zoos that enslave animal- carriages due to police beatings, 

life is an industry; scien- Life Africa, an infant, was killed 

tific labratories that tor- killed during a police attack. jt 

ture animals through exper- Complaints to the legal system A 

iments is an industry; were met with a laugh, 

prisons that enslave the in- So, on May 20, 1977 MOVE V 

nocent along with the guilty held a demo demanding the rel- ■ 

is an industry. Industry is ease of their political pris- A 

MOVE'S target, but industr- oners and an end to the violent 

ialists put politicians bet- harrassment by the kops. They A 

ween us and them by using showed up outside their house 

politicians to legalize, armed with guns. MOVE stated: 

endorse and protect indust- " WE TOLD THE COPS THERE WASN'T^! 

ry... SO when MOVE confronts GONNA TO BE ANY MORE UNDERCOVER ■ 

DEATHS. THIS TIME THEY BETTER 1 
po 1 lt_XCS_ andpo 1 1 1 i ci anS , tOO . oDonADcn 'T'n UTTDnpo nc TM 


11 children and 12 adults in 
the house fled to the basement 
for safety. A cop on the 
street facing the house was 
killed by a bullet that 
struck him in the back of the 
head traveling downward ; kind 

of makes it impossible for the 
bullet to have come from the 
basement, but nine MOVE members 
were sentenced 30-100 years for 
a death that was obviously caused 
by "friendly fire". Two people 
in the basement that day were 
charged with the same as the 
MOVE nine, but were released 
because they stated they were 
not MOVE members. Was the crime 
supposed to be the shooting of 
a police officer or was it being 
a MOVE member? 

MOVE continued to campaign for 
for the release of their 
itical prisoners (and for Mumia 
Abu-Jamal) and throughout this 
time MOVE members were still 
subjected to acts of police 
violence. MOVE'S refusal to be 
silent led to what is commonly 
known as the bombing of the MOVE 
house on May 13,1985. On May 
12, the police blocked off a 
whole city block around the MOVE 
house, ostensibly there to serve 
warrants on MOVE members, and 
and towed away parked cars. On 
May 13, police told women, children 
and men to come out of the 
house. The police refused any 
negotiations. Fifteen minutes 
later, over 600 police opened 
fire on the MOVE house, armed with 
with uzi's, m-16's, a .50 calibur 
calibur machine gun, a 20 mm 
anti-tank gun, other automat- 
ic weapons, water cannons, and 
their usual hand and shot guns; 
in an hour and a half over 
10,000 rounds were fired direct- 
ly into the house. The police 
tried too blast through the 
walls of the MOVE house; the FBI 
had illegally helped the police 
obtain over 37 pounds of C4 (a 
military explosive). The 
police then dropped a bomb on 
the house from a helicopter. 

MOVE members trying to flee the 
house were shot at and forced 
back into the burning house. 
Several people were able to 

flee the house, but except for 
Ramona and Birdy (a child), who 
^were taken into custody, the 
people who got out of the house 
were executed by the police and 
thrown back in. Eleven people 
were murdered in the fire, six 
adults and five children. 



AS THE FACADE CRUMBLES 

The technological- 
industrial empire, driven 
by the kulture of profit and 
"progress", of taking more than 
we need and destroying or en- 
slaving the rest, has left this 
planet with the life sytems fail- 
ing and sustainable humyn com- 
munities devastated. Ecological 
and social crisis surround us 
and are met by the system with 
only a steady and purposeful 
tightening of controls. We must 
continue to resist the 

destruction of humyn-cultura 1 
and biological diversity, but 
we must also free our minds 
and our lives of the ideology 
of technology and progress, 
and we must direct and evaluate 
our tactics and our strateg- 
ies mindful of two things: 
that the system will never 
allow us more than short- 
term and superficial 
"gains", and that while 
we are busy fighting on 
their term, in their 
instititutions the 
powers-that-be are 
tighting the noose that 
they know will be necessary 
when enough people have had 
enough of lies and misery and 
murder. Our restistance must 
stay grounded within our reverance 
for life and refuse any 
compromises from the empire of 
death . 

Technology is anti-life. 
Technology (cars, computers, 
telephones, etc.) takes people 
away from the natural rythyms 
of life and relationships with 
each other and with the Earth. 
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uting subtle "rational" 
responses to "our problems" 

(as the system defines them). 
Have you heard of thumb prints 
being required to cash checks 

"to prevent check fraud" ID 
being required to "fly" within 
the US "to prevent terrorism?" 
Does it worry anyone that our 
primary illusion of autonomy, 
the almighty dollar, exists at 
the mercy of banks and credit 
institutions completely sub- 
ject to the control of the 
system? Picture the freezing 
of accounts and the cancelling 
of credit cards held by 
"dissidents". These controls 
are all brought to us by the 
technological way. It is time 
to make the c onnect ion in our 
own lives between those tight- 
ening controls, and the ever- 
increasing reign of technol- 
ogy, and our political work as 
dissidents to the destruction 




of Ma Nature. The less we rely 
on the institutions and tech- 
nologies of the system, the 
less the system can control us 
us . 

The system is tightening 
control for a reason. IT KNOWS 
IT IS IN TROUBLE. Social stress 
stresses and humyn resistance 
are rising becuz of the condit- 
ons of life the system imposes 
on people, where basic needs go 
unmet and people are dehumynized 


A 


Social stresses are rising from 
the increasing isolantion 
of humyn from nature and 
from the system forcing 
people to behave in ways 
that are increasingly re- 
mote from the natural 
behavior. These stress- 



Technology isolates us from our 
place of "power" , the land. 
Technology makes possible the— 
centralization of power and 
the solidification of hier- 
archy in the global 
of power and economics that 
technology makes possible 
in the first place. The 
techno-system bulldozes di- 
versity and deepens humyn ’ s 
dependancy on the industrial- 
ized mono-culture. The techno- 
system requires nature (and 
us) to succomb to its needs. 

It requires us to "go to 
school", to get jobs. It 
requires the corporate manage- 
ment and "harvesting" of the 
natural world. The reality to- 
day is that our security (the 
security of life, clean air, 
water, soil) depends on made 
by other people to whom our 
interests and needs don’t 
matter . 

The logical conclusion of 
a system driven by technology 
is the complete control over 
all life. Biotechnology, the 
technological deformation of 
life, is no longer just bad 
science fiction. The system 
is instituting even tighter 
and more effective controls 
of the population both 
directly, through computer 
centralization of informat- 
ion and police/legal repres- 
sion of dissent, and indirect- 
ly, through heightened prop- 
agnda campaigns. The "anti- 
terrorism" measures that we 
may know to be a witch hunt ■ 
are nevertheless sliding 
through the now docile and 
fearful conscienceness of 
America. The system controls 
information and limits de- 
bate in the so-called infor- 
mation age, thanx to the 
corporatization and 
centralization of media and 
thanx to the techno-narcotic 
TV. The system is playing 
out its own story by instit- 
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es are a threat 
to the orderly 

jyUw\^7\/\/\A7K7py r7f( continuation of the system 
* . , Y ^ -1^3 ’"tf At? and its power to control 

and ex P 1 °i t ( ! ) and these 
^ stresses give us an oppor- 
^y\\ tunity to connect with pe- 

\ ople and offer a revolutionary 

< 'r' lens with which to veiw their 

lives. The system, though, 

\ -J will never willingly give up 
j power; we must take it back. 

^■4 Looking to the system to 

O u.% fulfill our needs and the 

° ^ J needs of the planet is a joke. 

° i | We must learn to fulfill our 
I needs and defend the life 
the P lanet * 

The bottom-line is that 

“ '' the techno-industrial way 

a is not sustainable. We are 

ra already facing massive dis- 

ruption and suffering which 
S (if it hasn't already) will 

ra reveal the system for what 

i? /\>^\ it is:a life-killing system 

H u .^ A propped up by ever thinner 

° *7% 5 illusions, and by brute for- 

u '5!i°v°(. ce * We are denied autonomy 

0 in the pursuit of our sur- 

•* vival. we must take control 

2 / of the life and death issues 

m i j/ of our existence. We must 
w confront in our minds and 

in our lives, the ideolog- 
c ical messages of technology 

that have us living, working 
a? and fighting on their terms, 

£ the terms of "civilization" 

. „ the terms of "progress," 

n ® the term of racism and cla- 

d S ssism, the terms of domina- 

tion. So we 're radicals , 

'kL bringing it "to the root?" 

2.2 Well, we have almost lost 

D M our root. The root is about 

survival, survival with in- 
£ ^ tegrity, not the so-called 

£ ,c survival that we now know 

h ... JA; I \ QOJH (working to fuel the system 
□ u in exchange for cash or 

° credit , buying corporate 

nu ^ food, paying for shelter 

° 3 ' ” owned and controlled by some- 

„ ■o one else, buying things we 

3 oi don't need, desperately seek- 

1 a ing reactive and intrusive heath 


>,5? 5 
o 






"care"), but the way of sur- 
vival WITHOUT the techno- 
industrial system: having the 
knowledge and oportunity to 
grow and gather our own food, 
build our own shelter, make 
what clothes and tools we need, 
care for our own health and, 
most importantly, knowing 
through direct experience that 
our well-being and survival 
are intimately connected with 
the health and survival of 
the diversity of life on this 
planet. This is not about 
escaping "back to nature" 

(the path to the land is 
blocked for most people); 
this is about translating 
the values and skills need- 
ed to survive without the 


system into the reality of 
our lives today. 

Also, we must recognize 
our own co-operation by the 
way of technology. Most of us 
are "products", to one degree 
or another of the modern 
techno-kulture ; our lives 
from hospital births to 
obedience schooling, to 
the job "market", have em- 
bodied the "values" of 
"effiency", competition and 
hierarchy. The use of techn- 
ology and the values of the 
techno-system can not, 
ultimately, be reconciled 
with the needs of the planet. 
Technology is not "natural". 

It is the direct manifestation 
of a "way of life" that is at 
the root of the destruction an 
tyrany today. "Good" techn- 
ology can not and does not 
exist independant of "bad" 
technology, any more than 
"good" corporations can 
exist independant of "bad" 
ones; their existance is woven 
together by the system. 

The heavy use of computers by 
"activists" is the most insid- 
ious example of our continued 
co-operation by the ideal- 
ology and value system of 
technology. Forget if you 
want, all the "politically 
incorrect" facets of computer 
use (issues of the labor ex- 
ploitation and ecological de- 
gradation involved in the pro- 
production , issues like our 
future dependance on the gen- 
ocidal power grid, and our 
large $ contribution to the 
corporate computer giants 
whose technology is also 
being directed towards our 
surveillence and the mil- 
itaries latest brand of 
murder). Think about maybe 
the mind set of people who 
profess to "realize" all 
this but insist on using 
computers becuz computers 
"make them more effective." 

We need to look at this so- 
called effectiveness that 
is being used to justify a 
wide spread activist com- 
plicity with the way of 
' technology. It is really 
about, for example, not 
being "able" to get out 
a 'zine without a computer, 
or is it about people not 
being able to work collect- 
ively^) or maybe it is 
about a lack of collective 
support and participation 
and co-operation in the 
dissemination of ideas ? 
Chronic computer use allows 
us to ignore our isolation 
and failing collectivity. 

Email and "web site" activ- 
ism bombard the priviledged 
user with "information", 

(cont'd on page 4) 




. . . SNAP 

Not to be left out , cor?ora '' lor ’ s 
will introduce credit cards next 
year that utilize fingerprints to 
verify iU . Certain banks now 
require thumb prints before cashing 
a questionable check. They claim 
the prints are destroyed after 
the transaction is successfully 
completed, when it comes to the 
security business, 1 trust corp- 
orations even less than the gov- 
ernment. (The Pinkerton Detective 
Agency's style of handling labor 
disputes was influential in shaping 
my veiws on the subject.) 

DMA printing is another quiet 
revolution in lav enforcement. The 
reliability of today's DMA evidence 
received a lot of attention during 
the Simpson murder trial, but there 
has never been public debate on 
how this technology might be used | 
in the future. Humans leave behind 
a trail of hair and skin flakes in 

cars and on furniture. It is 
assumed that only criminals and 
terrorists would desire to keep 
their identity or whereabouts 
hidden from the government (or 
unfriendly corporations.) 

A government database has 
been created to store DNA prints 
from all new members of the 
armed forces. The positive 
identification of corpses is 
the stated intention behind 
this program. 

microchips have been implan- 
ted in seveial million cats and 
dogs. Maybe this will become 
routine practice for infants 
and immigrants as well. Then 
there will be no question as to 
who the owner is. 

Wildlife managers can fill 
you in on the latest advanced in 
satelite telemetry to track radio 
collared animals. I'm sure the self 
appointed managers of humans will be| 
happy to try out this new technol- 
ogy. (A primitive version of a human ; 
radio collar is already in use for 
prisoners under house arrest. The 
collar is not removable and signals 
the authorities if the prisoner 
leaves the house.) < 

Th ese technological advanc es 
all rely on computers. So don't - ' 
listen to fools expressing th e 
virt ue s of email and des k top . 
pub lishing . The banking and 
insurance industries, the military 
and police establishment have all 
gained much more powerful tools 
than the ability to send a letter 
electronically or to choose bet- 
ween 25 different fonts. 


By the way, email is the 
perfect medium for interception 
by unknown third parties. A 
massive volume of messages can 
be checked for key words and 
phrases or stored for future 
analysis. The US government ad- 
mits to routinely checking inter- 
national cablegrams in this way. 

In three to four years it will 
be possible to determine the 
location of a 911 call on a cellular 
phone to within 125 meters. Combine 
this technological ability to in- 
stantly track down a mobil radio 
signal with the mentality that allows 
microchips to be implanted for ident- 
ification in living beings, and you 
have something much worse than 
Orwell's nightmare. What repressive 
control technologies will the next 
generation of activists face? 

SO WHAT'S A POOR ACTIVIST TO DO? 

Digging trenches in logging 
roads and building rock walls may 
be great exercise, but it is an in- 
adequate response to the forces, 
both politically and technologically, 
gathering against political dissidents 
Even the most formidable barrica des 

bJL big yeTiow machine s. Thousands 
of person-hours were~5pent build- 
ing fortification at Warner Creek, 
yet it was all swept away in a few 
hours . 

Blockades are a poor defense. 

Tree sits, though noble, don't fair 
any better. Simply put, OUR DEFENSE 
SUCKS ! 

Attempts to sway the public mind 
by gardening media attention seems 
niave. Short news blips stand little 
chance of registering concern in a 
population dulled and disempowered 
by the banality of the media. Even 
if we circumvent the typical reporting 
of only two moderate sides to an 


issue, we then encounter multi -mi 1 1 i o 
dollar advertising budgets, green- 
washing campaigns, and the pervasive 
"cc.iventional wisdom" of talk show 
hosts, news columnists, and cultural 
spin doctors. These soft control 
tactics of the corporations are every 
bit as advanced as the hard control 
ta ctics of the ooiicp and military. 

I suggest we shift our focus 
from JvU-^to OFFENSE. All those 
hours spent dragging logs onto the 
road in a short-lived attempt at 
defending a place could be better 
spent attacking the buildings, 
vehicles, heavy machinery, and othe 
assets of earth destroying agencies 
and corporations. Very few EFiers 
have been practicing an offensive 
strategy, yet there are more than j 
enough targets in cities and rural 
area to go around. The police are 
not vet able to be everywhere. 


an excellent, and very thorough 
retelling of the history MOVE, 
their philosophy, their practice 
and the violence done to their 
family. Cooies are available for 
$5.00. 


Learn to (carefully) play with 
matches and diesel fuel. If that 
is not your style, try neighborhood 
organizing. Leave the media out of 
the picture and take the offensive 
by going door to door. Don't go 
there asking for money, ORGANIZE, 
and patiently show people how to 
fit into the resistance. 

Jfe are caught up in a techno- 
logical war against the earth and 
.against political dissidents. 
Adhering to a non-violent code is s 
fine strategy, but it is neverthe- 
less imperitive that we think like 
gorilla fighters — learn new skilisi 
prepare for a repressive crackdown,' 
and inflict maximum political and 
economic damage. 


UPDATE 

On June 24, 1996 Ramona Africa 
received a favorable verdict in 
her lawsuit against the City of 
Philadelphia, and the Fire and 
Police Commissioners for viola- 
tion of konstitutional 

"rights" (excessive force) and 
battery by the police on May 13, 
1985 receiving a judgement 
against the defendants for $500, 
000. The judge then granted im- 
<VV.rK^, k :\ 'L? the - he -*■ V'vwX 

comm i ss ioners , leaving the burden 
of the judgement to the "City 
of Philadelphia" (in other words 
words, to the people) and once 
again letting government officials 
responsible for the atrocities 
against MOVE off the hook, further 


Bai til t irstl is already consTd-\ 
ered subversive by our opponents. 

No matter what tactics we choose, 
the forces of oppression will try 
to crush us. We are a threat to 
big business. We want to elimin- 
ate industrial resource extraction. 
We want an end to the car culture 
and the consumer culture. We want 
all species to be given a chance to 
flourish. These are indeed revol- / 
utionary aims, so let's start act- I 
ing like revolutionaries. It is 
timp fn strike hai-v. 


MOVE 


Ramona Africa served over six 
years on several bullshit 
charges. No police, fire, or 
government official has ever 
been held accountable for any of 
of the violence against MOVE 
and for none of the murders 
of the MOVE family members. 

MOVE continues "to do every- 
thing to protect LIFE- to 
protect air from pollution, 
water from poison, soil from 
toxic waste, defenseless 
animals from slaughter, old 
folks and children from abuse, 
and all living beings from 
enslavement and exploitation. 
MOVE contiues to fight for the 
freedom of the MOVE 9 and of 
Mumia Abu-Jamal." Earth First! 
could learn a lot from MOVE'S 
experiences. MOVE has been talk- 
ing (and acting on) a lot of 
the same things EF! has, but for 
about 15 years longer. Just as 
many EFiers feel EF! to be a 
"tribe", MOVE is a family that 
has proven that they will stay 
together and fight the system 
as long as they are alive. 

Like many anarchists in the 
EF! movement, MOVE believes 
in the abolition of govern- 
ment. Like many EFiers, MOVE 
has a solid anti-technology 
stance, and practices commun- 
ity self-sufficiency as they 
can. While everyone involved 
with EF! may not agree with 
MOVE 100% on every issue 
(shit, we don't agree amongst 
ourselves that much either). 

Our struggle to free the Earth 
is still the same. We could learn 
a lot about no compromise, com- 
mitment, unity, lifestyle, and 
the urban struggle among other 
things from our comrades in MOVE. 
ONA MOVE! 

For more information about MOVE 
or for more information about 
Mumia Abu-Jamal and other MOVE 
prisoners (and where to write 
them), you can contact MOVE at 
PO Box 19709, Philadelphia, PA 
19143. Through this address you 
can obtain the recently pub- 
lished "25 Years On The MOVE", 


exposing the system for what it 
is. This grant of immunity is 
being appealed MOVE wants 
people to focus on (and learn 
from?!) what was behind the 
May 13th attack on MOVE, the 
silencing of their"right" 
to protest the imprisonment 
of the MOVE 9. Ramona Africa 
states that, although nothing 
can bring back her family that 
was murdered, the MOVE 9 can 
be freed and brought home 
after 19 years in prison. 

The move 9 are currently seek- 
ing "post-conviction relief" 
MOVE is asking people to 
please call Judge Genece 
Brinkley at (215) 683- 
7074 and urge her to, 
at the minimum, grant the 
MOVE 9 a new trial. 

* * * 

Mumia Abu-Jamal was one of 
the few journalists brave 
enough to tell the truth 
about what was happening to 
MOVE. Mumia is currently on 
death row in Pennsylvania 
(PA) for the 1981 shooting 
death of a Philly cop, after 
a trial based on blantantly 
manipulated evidence and the 
violations of many of Mumia's 
konstitutional "rights". Mumia 
Mumia narrowly escaped an 
August 17, 1995 execution date 
thanks to wide-spread protests 
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thanks to world-wide pro- 
tests, but the fight for 
Mumia's freedom continues. 

An eyewitness to the sit- 
uation recently came for- 
ward and disclosed that she 
had been coerced by the cops 
to testify the way she did 
at Mumia's trial (she had 
testified contrary to her 
original statement in 1981 
that she had seen others 
running from the scene of 
the shooting). This eyewit- 
ness testified recently at 
a hearing before Judge Sabo, 
the same judge that presided 
over Mumia's original trial, 
who now gets to decide whether 
her uncoerced true testimony 
should be admitted into the 
records for the PA Supreme 
Court to consider during Mumia's 
Mumia's appeal. 

Please call PA Supreme Court 

Justices at (717)787-6181 and 
urge them to free Mumia; 
please call District Attorney 
Lynne Abraham (a former 
Judge with a lot of MOVE 
blood on her hands) and urge 
her to dismiss the case again- 
st Mumia^ at (215) 686-8000. 

"It is hard^o figure how 
prisoners and 'militant polit- 
ics' don't appeal to people 
with a political bent on the 
outside. But that explains 
everything- one can not be about e 9i- es and work as a collective 


if you thought they were just 

playing, mate, forget it. 

Just ask Judi and Darryl. 

Along with the disgusting 
reality of prison is also the 
spirit of those that have dared 
to act, to strike out at the 
evil of the techno-capitalist, 
fascist-psychosis. There are 
many hundreds of political 
prisoners/prisoners of war; the 
support they need and deserve 
will reward you as well as tear 
at your heart. These are real 
people who placed the liberation 
movement before themselves. Not 
saints but inspirational people 
of action. If you want to study 
revolution in our time, learn 
from our contemporary revolul- 
ionaries, many of which are in 
prison; or were 
struggling for the 
liberation. 

Much has been 
centric activism 
ivism; as we close 

t 

comes even clearer, the 
enemy of the Earth, the animals, 
the wilderness, is the same enem 
enemy of the poor, the people of 

color, and the politically weak. 
A reading of real history might 
shock us eco-freaks that politic 
3 i prisoners, and the movements 
they are a part of, knew this 
before it occurred to us. 

"Don't be surprised when I 
say I was in prison, we've all 
been in prison. That's what 
Amerikkka means- prison. " 

- Malcolm X 

CRUMBLES 


creating a whole new worK load 
load of information "manage- 
ment", and still this infor- 
mation remains beyond the 

grasp of most of the population 
becuz they have no access to it. 
These people, the people, are 
all too often "forgotten" as the 
the busy computer activists 
struggles to keep up with their 
info-overload; computer 
communications with other com- 
puter activists. 

Obviously, computers are 
just one part of the schemes 
that activily works to lure 
us into reliance on technology 
in all areas of our lives. 

We have a respons i bi 1 ty to 
ourselves and to our communit- 
ies to at least take steps to 
reduce our dependancies / 
to set our own standards of 
effectiveness in light of 
long term change, and to be 
constantly working to resolve 
our own contradictions. Like 
anything this is an 
evolutionary process of 
learning, and lifestyle changes 
are often the hardest to come 
by, especially change involves 
rooting out the influence of 
our priviledge and our techno- 
quick-fix kulture. We must at 
least be open to change by 
putting aside our differences 
and excuses. We must get over 
our individualism and learn to 
live and work collectively, 
and build community on the 
edge of what is dying. 

The technological- 
industrial system is wreaking 
havoc on Ma Nature and our 
lives. Civilization is the 
culture of suicide. The system 
can not be "reformed" and we can 
not look to it to "take care of" 
the mess it has willfully created. 
We must get clear about what we 
are fighting and what we must be 
able to create if we are to sur- 
vive. We must look to the power of 
life, and to the power of the 
people who are being denied life. 
We must tighten our strat- 


about revolution- any type of 
revolution- without dealing 
with prisoners and the pros- 
pect of going to prison your- 
self...” - the late New Afrikan 
Anarchist, Kuwasi Balagoon. 

We should have gotten the 
message after the Arizona bust 
in 1990, the county jail is 
one thing; prison is something 
else. Do we get it folks? 

What we want is so different 
than the reform system, stat- 
us quo shit that we really are, 
or should be, radical and re- 
volutionary. Don't be afraid 
of these words, they are just 


front of allied peoples defend- 
ing the natural way recovering 
the balance of the natural 
world and our lives. We must 
acknowledge that it is going 
to get worse before it gets 
better and that we must be pre- 
pared for this, healthy, 
strong, clear, and committed 
to the path of restistance 
and liberation. 
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SAVE YOUR ASS, SAVE THE PLANET: 

CONSUME LOCALLY, NOT CORPORATELY 

by Randy Ghent 

Have you noticed? People always seem to be promoting boycotts against the 
most unsavory corporations, yet no one offers alternatives beyond patronizing 
other corporations. Ever wonder why someone's called a boycott against every 
major oil company, yet the boycott leaders never display a bit of solidarity? 

At worst, boycotts can degenerate into attempts at corporate reform, such as 
Rainforest Action Network's "Turning Mitsubishi Green" campaign. What's the 
monstrous Mitsubishi to do, smash its car factories and turn its forestry subsid- 
iary into a network of bioregional pencil-making collectives? "Green corpora- Or maybe you're some rich silver spoon-fed rebel for whom the planet has 

tion" my ass. paid and workers have slaved. I'd say your class privilege will get you no- 

Since you read about "hyperboycotting" last time in this column, you're now where, but investment-wise it’ll get you far. It's pay-back time! 
ready for the next step. The only practical, environmentally sane alternative to 4) Then, find a nice piece of land with good water, building materials and 
transnational corporate economics is to produce everything you need right fuel, and a few acres of land for growing food. Lack of road access is key. You 

there in your own bioregion. If it isn't local, it isn't necessary or sustainable. don't want some redneck using the world's last tank of gas to shoot holes in 

Of course, Earth First!ers should be "Dancing on the Ruins of Multinational your self-sufficient hideaway. River access would be ideal for transporting 

Corporations," as the Casey Neill song goes. But without local self-sufficiency, a supplies. 

couple of weeks later we'll be too weak to sing "Starving on the Ruins." 5) Amass an on-site library to fill you in on the how-tos of your future daily 

After all, our present economy's house of cards relies on consuming vast life. Pick the brains (figuratively) of Native American traditionalists and others 

amounts of oil. And we'll reach depletion around the year 2020 in the US, in touch with the land. Even if Central Park is your idea of wilderness, be 

globally by 2040. No complete replacement in sight, either, which means our comforted that you'll be better prepared than 99.9 percent of the Western 

planet won't support its present population or consumption level. world — and even most Earth Firstlers, scary enough. If you thought you were 

You may have heard similar predictions of doom. But even if you don't just going "off the grid," guess again. We're talkin' Electricity-Free Zone here, 

believe a population crash lies ahead, why not undermine corporate domina- You've done it at every EF! Rendezvous; get used to it. 

tion through local self-sufficiency anyway? It's the only "green" economy 6) People can only live without food for a few weeks, tops. So be prepared for 

because it minimizes the distance products travel to market. Moving in the profound changes globally within a short period of time. Your reserve supplies 

opposite direction of GATT and NAFTA, you can use local products and services should be extensive, hidden and underground. Wouldn't hurt to build an 

in place of corporate ones — but only for what you truly need. This is more underground back-up living space, while you're at it. 

radical than driving to protests could ever be. 7) Your merry band should include someone with farming and other neces- 

So let's get crackin'. To survive what lies ahead will take a little forethought, a sary experience applicable to your bioregion. Otherwise you better implement 

little planning and a lot of luck. Don't worry, you won't be doing this alone — this plan of action right away, so your failures won't prove fatal. Desired 

because you can't. community members would include a blacksmith, an herbalist/medic, a car- 

Here's what and (vaguely) how: penter, a bike mechanic — you get the idea. These skills should be shared with 

1) If you're not already there, move to a small, non-suburban community or everyone, so the community can eventually sustain itself without depending 
rural setting, and stay put. Choose the community carefully based on its ability on any single person. 

to provide your needs locally and its willingness to accept you and your ilk. 8) For now, feel free to live and work most of the time in the nearby town, 

2) The ilk comes next. Expand your base of support by bringing in close which should be a day's bike ride (or a one-week backpacking trip) from the 

friends, preferably ones with diverse interests and skills. They'll each be provid- land. Use a mountain bike (to allow for dirt road/trail use) and a bike trailer to 

ing a valuable service — providing food, clothing, tools and/or knowledge — to get around, which you should be doing anyway. Provide a valuable service 

your new community. That's "Community" with a capital C. "Commune" is a (from local materials or skills) to your town and surrounding community, 

bit too hippyish for me. Just don't call it a cult, and pray that no one else will. You'll know when it's time to head for the hills. 

Try for a low collective profile. You may all hate each other before "The Crash" Hopefully you'll find liberation, happiness and security in minimizing 
arrives, but at least you might survive. material things and counting on people in a real community. Ivan Illich called 

3) Money. It will eventually be worthless, but you sure as hell need it for the it "conviviality." Good luck. You'll need it. 

start-up — probably over $100,000 among the lot of you. Hopefully, you've got Randy Ghent is a regular Earth First! Journal contributor. He is an activist in the 
time to each save up $5,000 to $ 10,000 by working in "The Real World" for a redwood region who campaigns for the Alliance for a Paving Moratorium and edits 



year or so. Perhaps you've got more creative options, like "hyperboycotting." the Auto-Free Times. 


HYPERBOOSTGAS 

I read with great interest the register and actually pays for a candy 

article published in the Mabon issue bar, newspaper, whatever, and then 
of the Earth First! Journal concerning you leave. It's that simple. You have 
hyperboycotting as an effective a perfect out if anyone ever questions 

tactic against polluting businesses, you about not paying; "OH MY 
and I would like to offer to whom- GOD! (hands on face like McCauley 

ever a few personal observations of Culkin, looking at each other), I 

my own. thought you paid!" 

Gasoline. Yes, I hate it, but I do still Doing it alone is slightly trickier, 
drive around, being unable to either but still pretty easy. ALWAYS have 

transcendentally remoleculize myself one of the fucking CEO-bonus- 
in another place or summon the paying, dead-bird-shoveling 

courage to ride a horse on the free- company's credit cards or the equiva- 


lent amount of cash for the gas you One more tip for folks living in 
are hyperboycotting in your pocket. small towns. Many post offices in 
Again, it's better if the station is rural locations have their stamp 

crowded. Fill up your car, then be booklets out in accessible racks. You 

polite. Move it away so that the next can pick these up, go over to a 

person in line can have access. Go countertop, finish addressing and 

pee. Then go use the outside pay stamping your mail, slide it into the 

phone. Look concerned. Look appropriate slot, put the rest of the 

flustered. Hang up the phone, get in stamps into your, you know, that 
your car and quickly leave. You just Yuppie-looking black daybook you 
received news that upset you so bought at a garage sale for a quarter, 

much, you forgot to pay for your gas. and head out the door. Again, 

I mean shit, you had the credit card always have the appropriate money 

(or the money) right there in your in your pocket, and if asked, give 

pants pocket! the "I'm so busy; I'm so important; 


way. So, how better to protest 
against the HUGE CORPORA- 
TIONS that give us oil spills, 
jacked-up prices and suppression 
of alternative transportation 
information, than to steal gas? 

Here's how it works. It's better 
with two people. Look for a large 
service station that is very busy, 
either with rush hour or noon 
traffic. Truck stops on interstate 
highways are especially vulner- 
able, often on a 24 hour-a-day 
basis. One of you gets out and 
fills up the car (obviously, 
prepay-only stations won't work. 
Duh!). Maybe you both need to 
pee. One of you goes to the 



I'm so distracted; I forgot to 
pay" line. If you live in a really 
small town, you probably can't 
do this too often, but I always 
run out of stamps when I'm 
visiting my friends in other 
towns anyway. The liberation 
of a mere $6.40 book of stamps 
may not seem like a very big 
action, but consider who you're 
hyperboycotting: the ultimate, 
the federal government. And if 
any of you reading this are still 
paying federal income taxes at 
this point in your life, go 
directly to jail, do not pass go, 
do not collect $200. Shame on 
you. Just don't do it. 
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Foreman’s Dream and Clinton’s Trail ofTears 


continued from the front page 

environmentalists on issues ranging from NAFTA 
and GATT to dolphin safety and whaling to pesti- 
cides, incineration and nuclear power. 

It was A1 Gore who two months ago approached 
the Sierra Club's new president, 23-year-old Adam 
Werbach (who was recently quoted as saying, "I 
don't understand why people feel so passionately 
about trees"). Reportedly, Gore asked what actions 
the administration could take to secure the 
organization's public support. Werbach huddled 
with the Club's executive director Carl Pope, lobby- 
ist Debbie Sease (Foreman's ex-wife) and public 
lands director Bruce Hamilton to develop a pre- 
election wish-list for Gore's appraisal. Among the 
topics transmitted to the Vice President: Yellowstone, 
Utah wilderness, old-growth timber sales and the 
fate of the Headwaters Grove. 

Using this same Sierra Club list as an itinerary, the 
administration embarked on a dizzying migration 
across the country, with Bill Clinton acting like the 
ecological equivalent of faith healer Benny Hinji. At 
every stop, an ecosystem on the brink of destruction 
was pronounced saved. 

It's been a month now since Bill Clinton visited 
Yellowstone to affirm his commitment to nature. 
Mark his fateful progress since that time. As far as 
the environment is con- 
cerned, it contrasts unfavor- 
ably with General Sherman's 
march on the sea. 

•In Yellowstone, be it re- 
called, Clinton announced 
that the oldest park in the 
nation had been saved from 
predations on its northern 
border by the Canadian min- 
ing giant, Noranda. In ex- 
change for quitting its plan 
to gouge out a square-mile 
hole in the Beartooth Moun- 
tains in search of flecks of 
gold, Clinton offered the 
company $65 million worth 
of federal properties — prob- 
ably real estate — elsewhere. 

The national press faithfully 
depicted Clinton as the sav- 
ior of Yellowstone. 

•The intrepid president 
sped from a Barbara Streisand-anchored fundraiser 
in Los Angeles to the South Rim of the Grand 
Canyon, there to announce that 1.8 million acres of 
federal lands in Utah would now be designated a 
national monument, supposedly saving them from 
being strip-mined for coal. TV news clips and subse- 
quent news stories signaled this as an event as 
momentous in significance as the finest preserva- 
tionist acts of Teddy Roosevelt. 

•Then it was off to the Pacific Northwest for the 
White House team, boarding Greyhound One in 
Seattle and heading south down Interstate 5 to 
Portland. There under the alpenglow of Mt. Hood, 
Clinton declared that he was saving the region's 
old-growth forests, by working out a deal whereby 
timber companies would desist from logging in 
ancient groves inhabited by marbled murrelets in 
exchange for permits to log equivalent volumes of 
timber on other national forest lands in Washing- 
ton and Oregon. 

•Finally came a strong White House push for a 
deal whereby Clinton will be able to announce 
before the election that he has protected the Head- 
waters Grove in northern California, the last pri- 
vately owned stand of virgin redwoods in America. 
With the exception of the ever-vigilant Business 
Week, the national press raised no awkward ques- 
tions about this impending pay-off to corporate 
raider Charles Hurwitz, a man accused by the gov- 
ernment of looting a savings and loan in Texas at a 
cost of $1.6 billion to the taxpayer, now to be given 
fabulously valuable properties in the San Francisco 
Bay Area, such as Treasure Island or the Presidio. 

In presidential campaigns the press bus rarely 
returns to the scene of the crime. So let us quickly 
review what Paul Harvey would call "the rest of 


the story." 

As far as the salvation of Yellowstone is con- 
cerned, it's far from a done deal. It turns out that 
Noranda has veto power over any of the properties 
on federal lands offered in exchange for its mining 
claims near Yellowstone. Moreover, according to 
the agreement, the deal has to be finalized by 
December 31, 1996 or Noranda can back out of it. 
One of the White House's problems is that the feds 
cannot find enough land to Noranda's taste in 
Montana. If the search is to be extended outside the 
state, it will require congressional approval, which — 
given the secrecy and furtive speed with which the 
deal was hatched — is unlikely to happen soon, if 
ever. Indeed, Montana's Republican Senator Conrad 
Burns has already vowed to kill any such maneuver. 

Second, the proposed exchange has blazed a green 
light to anyone holding mining claims on the 
circumference of Yellowstone or any other national 
park: Line up the bulldozers in front of the park gates 
and wait for the White House to phone with a 
lucrative buy-out offer. The new incentive to take 
national parks hostage has already attracted the 
attention of a Wyoming company which, only days 
after the presidential ceremony, filed 175 mining 
claims along the ecologically pristine Rocky Moun- 
tain Front east of Glacier National Park. 

But even if the deal finally goes through, claims of 
having saved Yellowstone 
are preposterous. Noranda's 
planned mining sites ac- 
count for but a handful of 
more than 6,000 gold min- 
ing claims in the 
Yellowstone ecosystem 
alone, any one of which 
could pose an equal threat 
to the region's rivers, moun- 
tains and trout. 

The Noranda fix is the con- 
sequence of an earlier col- 
lapse by Clinton in his first 
two years in the White 
House, when the Democrats 
controlled Congress. If he'd 
backed fellow Arkansan 
Senator Dale Bumpers' ef- 
fort to overturn the 1872 
Mining Act — which gives 
away mineral-rich public 
lands for as little as $2.50 an 
acre, levies no royalties on the exhumed metals, and 
imposes no responsibilities to reclaim the land — 
Yellowstone could have been protected without 
these grotesque hand-outs. Most of the other min- 
ing claims could have also been turned aside. 

Even as late as this summer there were other ways 
to stop Noranda: through a sober interpretation of 
existing federal environmental laws, such as the 
Clean Water Act and National Environmental Policy 
Act, federal regulators could have simply denied the 
company permits for the mine. But in the full 
ecstasy of his Republican conversion, Clinton ig- 
nored these powerful weapons, declaring that he 
wanted to protect Noranda's property rights. In this 
way Clinton succeeded where Bob Dole had tried 
and failed. The President legitimized the issue of 
regulatory takings, by requiring corporations to be 
paid not to violate federal laws. 

Robert Redford introduced Clinton on the South 
Rim of the Grand Canyon, calling the President's 
impending proclamation declaring the Escalante 
Canyon a national monument a great act of spiri- 
tual and moral courage, fts the president preened 
before the cameras, some environmentalists pinched 
themselves in amazement. Surely their position had 
long been that no less than 5. 7 million acres should 
be designated as wilderness or national park. In fact, 
the southern Utah wilderness campaign had been 
lavishly funded to this end. ' 

The final fallback position of the coal mining 
companies and ranchers had been introduced by 
Utah conservative Rep. James Hansen. His bill would 
have designated no more than two-million acres as 
wilderness. Redford and other environmentalists 
fought tigerishly and apparently with success ear- 
lier this year to beat back the two-million-acre deal. 


There were a couple of tenacious press interroga- 
tors that day beside the Grand Canyon, though it 
appears their perceptive probings never saw print, 
drowned out by the wild cheers for Clinton from the 
leaders of the big environmental organizations. 
Michael Maatz, of the Southern Utah Wilderness 
Alliance, exclaimed that the national monument 
designation catapults Clinton "to the ranks of the 
greatest conservationists ever." 

But Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt confessed later 
that afternoon that the designation of the Escalante 
Canyon was "mainly a name thing" and that National 
Monument status (unlike park or wilderness status) 
does not preclude cattle grazing, off-road vehicle use, 
hunting and kindred activities. When pressed, Babbitt 
also admitted that nothing in the proclamation pre- 
vented the coal mining companies from pressing 
forward with their claims, although he said he hoped 
they would be willing to work a Noranda-type deal 
elsewhere on public lands in Utah. 

But there's a big problem here. The largest coal 
claim on the Kaiparowits Plateau is owned by the 
Andalex Company, a Dutch consortium. Andalex’s 
coal reserves have an estimated value of nearly a 
trillion dollars. Babbitt blithely said that might 
seem like a staggering amount, but he was confident 
that the company could get land of equivalent value 
elsewhere in the state: "There's a lot of federal land 
in Utah and there are a lot of minerals on those 
lands." A trillion dollars worth? At that rate a Dutch 
company could end up owning nearly half the 
federal land in the Beehive State. Moreover, the 
whole land-swap scenario (in tandem with the 
administration's anemic energy policy) ignores one 
of the biggest threats to the Grand Canyon: the coal- 
fired power plants whose endless plumes of acidic 
smoke now make it nearly impossible to see across 
the mighty sandstone chasm. 

In any event, if the Interior Department tries to 
offer up lands outside the state of Utah it will again 
require congressional approval. But the Utah delega- 
tion, like Montana's, is livid about the high-handed 
behavior of the White House. In a display of political 
cowardice that has become typical of this adminis- 
tration, Utah's lone Democrat, Representative Bill 
Orton, received a Clinton call about the impending 
proclamation at 1:30 am the night before it hap- 
pened. It will be noted that Clinton made his an- 
nouncement about creating a national monument 
in Utah from the safe haven of northern Arizona. 

The environmentalists have rationalized the proc- 
lamation by saying Clinton in his second term will 
come back and shift the designation from National 
Monument to wilderness or park and also include 
the missing 4 million acres. But Babbitt dashed 
those hopes by telling reporters that "this won't 
happen for generations." 

Every time Clinton comes to Portland he prom- 
ises to save the old-growth forests, but more ancient 
trees always fall in his wake. Usually, a Clinton visit 
prompts at least a token demonstration from the 
timber industry. But this time the timber companies 
were ecstatic over the deal they had just brokered 
with the administration. In exchange for giving 
back their contracts to log ancient forests in nesting 
habitat of the marbled murrelet, the timber indus- 
try was given the rights to cut an equivalent amount 
of volume from less-controversial tracts of forest. As 
a result, the timber companies get the logs they 
want without pesky contentions over the murrelet, 
and with the active support and encouragement of 
the White House. The timber will still be old growth, 
but because it will be on less-productive sites it will 
require perhaps twice as many acres of forest to be 
clearcut to get the "equivalent volume" promised 
the timber companies. 

Clinton claimed to have saved the old growth 
from the chainsaws, but he failed to mention the 
reason for their plight: a bill he signed into law last 
July called the salvage logging rider, which doomed 
old growth on the national forests and exempted 
the timber companies from compliance with federal 
environmental laws. This extraordinary duplicity 
prompted Michael Donnelly, an environmentalist 
from Salem, Oregon, to proclaim, "Clinton saved the 
old growth the way Reagan balanced the budget." 

continued on the next page 
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The Defense of Opal Creek 

continued from the front page 


elevation intact ancient forest in the 
Cascades, will be a Wild and Scenic 
River. 

These are the only ancient trees 
that have successfully been set aside 
in the last 12 years — since the 1984 
Oregon Wilderness additions! How 
did it happen? 

Blueprint for Success 

For years, George and his cohorts, 
including myself, operated a camp at 
jawbone Flats. We dug around in the 
old mine tunnels, keeping the Forest 
Service at bay with a small mining 
operation ’Ve chased off the occa- 
sional hiker who wandered in keeping 
up- a tradition carted in the *0s by 
Grandpa dm Hewitt, father- lr,-iCiw •• 
George • uncle, former Oregon Gover- 
nor Vic Atiyeh. it was Vic Atiyeh him- 
self who succeeded in getting State 
Wild and Scenic River protection for 
the Little North Fork in 1982. 

In 1980 Dave " !hain c aw" Alexander 
became district ranger or the Detroit 
Ranger District and vowed to “cut Opai 
Creek. " Alexander, now Idaho's Payette 
NF Supervisor, was the district ranger 
who cut more timber that any other in 
history (1.25 billion board feet in ten 
years.). Alexander began a concerted 
campaign of harassment of George and 
his “mining" operation. George dug in 
and defended his "church." 

In late 1 981, the Forest Service placed 
ciearcut boundary markers on the gi- 
ants of Opal Creek and surveyed the p- 
line for the road. Things were heating 

up. 

In- 1982,, Mike Swaim (Salem's, cur- 

ent mayor-elec*) appealed and f ^en 
brought wu .ig.i.ust the sale, liie na- 
tional Sierra Club revoked the charter 
of Swaim's local group in response. 
Yep, the Sierra Club didn't think Opal 
Creek was worth fighting for. 

Opal Creek was originally included 
for wilderness designation when then- 
Sierra Club NW representative Brock 
Evans first drew the lines on a 1967 
map of areas to be considered for the 
first wilderness bill. Industry knew 
where the big trees were, so the final 
bill removed Opal Creek, Breitenbush, 
the Kalmiopsis, Middle Santiam, South 
Umpqua (and other areas we've been 
fighting for ever since) from Brock's 
original proposal. The area was also 
included in another wilderness bill in 


1984, only to be yanked at the last 
moment by none other than Hatfield. 
Once, Opal Creek was part of a 1989 
Oregon Senate bill designating it a wil- 
derness state park. All sorts of efforts 
were mounted and then beaten back 
by industry. But the trees still stood. 
After a few more years of standing off 
the Forest Service, George, myself and 
a committed group of friends realized 
that we had to broaden the base of 
support to keep Opai Creek intact. 

One fine day in 1988 George, Lane 
County Commissioner ferrv Rust and I 
roamed the watershed dotting the 
construction of a rraii. i came pack later 
and flagged it our. < 'me memorable 
weekend a handful of us built what 
aecamc \n< vn ns me Rear Frail — the 
*irst cleaned v iv : n -o Oral Creek. 

Dave XlexanberresDonried by threat- 
ening to arrest leorge and me for 
“felony destruction of government prop- 
erty." We said “’’lease do. You plan 
eleven miles of reads and 1 800 acres of 
ciearcuts in there and we re the ones 
destroying government property?" The 
six-foot, eight-inch ♦•ail, Paul Bunyan- 
esque -anger wasn't stupid by any 
means, and the arrests never came. 

in earlv 1989 an Earth First! civil 
disobedience training was held at the 
iodge at jawbone Fiats. Marv Beth Near- 
ing, Freda London, Karen Wood and 
Calvin Hecocta trained some 30 folks 
to non violently defend Opai Creek and 
other areas. The training paid off right 
away at the 1989 "Easter Massacre" at 
adjacent Breitenbush. 

The Senate bill r o aesignate Opai 
Creek as a state park aiso came to a 
hearing in early 1989. We unveiled a 
multimedia slide show, written and 
produced .)> si.,..* Ottciiao.. rvgve 
Steen, George and myself, at the state 
capitol amid hundreds of timber pro- 
testers who had been given the day off 
and bussed to the hearing. Timber pro- 
testers went head to head in the highly 
charged circus atmosphere with hun- 
dreds of middle school children who 
came to defend their heritage. 

Also in 1989, Brock Evans, now-Vice 
President of the Audubon Society, 
shepherded the Audubon special "Rage 
Over Trees" which brought national 
exposure to Opal Creek. Ted Turner 
showed it six times without commer- 
cials on his network, because industry 
succeeded in gaining an advertiser boy- 
cott. Inthatshow, Cathie Olcutt vowed 


to block any log trucks sent toward the 
trees of Opal Creek. The very image of 
Cathie and her septuagenarian grand- 
mother friends barricading the road 
was one of the main reasons industry 
knew they'd never cut Opal Creek. 

In 1990, David Seideman's excellent 
book Showdown at Opal Creek and 
Trygve Steen's magnificent photo es- 
says brought even more national at- 
tention to the area. 

In 1 994, Oregon Representative Mike 
Kopetski succeeded in getting his Opal 
Creek bill through the House only to 
see it die for lack of a Senate champion. 
"Hello?, Senator Hatfield, hello!?" 
The End Game 

r hen last winter, Hatfield, seeking to 
use Opai Creek to greenwash his record 
of millions of acres of stum ps, set up the 
Opal CreeK Working Group. Five con- 
ervationists — George Atiyeh, Oregon 
Natural Resources Council's (ONRC; 
Regna Merritt, The Nature 
Lmseryapev's Russ Hoefiich, Friends 
of Opal Creek's Marty McCall and my- 
self — spent countless hours meeting 
with industry representatives and poli- 
ticians (same thing) with the help of a 
Willamette University mediator. We 
held tough for full protection. It was 
one of the more impressive united fronts 
I've seen the movement produce. 

Then Hatfield unveiled his bill. At- 
tached were some bad provisions which 
I spelled out in the August-September, 
1996, issue of the EF! Journal. Marty 
McCall and the also-retiring Andy Kerr 
of ONRC (who was operating behind 
the scenes) wanted to settle, to take 
what Hatfield offered and call it a vic- 
tory. McCall went so far as to propose 
a toxic waste dump on the Friends of 
Opal Creek's land to settle one sticky 
issue over mining tailings. But, even 
though it was better than the usual 
“cut-tne-baDy-in-nalf" deal, mosi ot us 
would not settle. 

I wrote a July 29 opinion piece in the 
Oregonian staking it all on these prob- 
lems. ONRC wrote a piece almost iden- 
tically critical. Many times people ac- 
cused George unfairly that "he would 
trade off all the other old growth, if 
only Opal Creek were protected." We 
hated the idea of these other issues 
being tied to Opal Creek. 

In the end, in a phenomenon I'd 
never before seen, Hatfield's bill got 
better. A proposed 59,000-acre public 
lands transfer to the Coquille tribe for 
logging was scaled back to 5,400 acres 
and those lands are subject to Option 9 
(for whatever that's worth.) A two-year 


moratorium on cutting and a study or 
the Little Sandy watershed was gained. 
Hatfield even appropriated $750,000 
to haul the disputed tailings out of the 
watershed. It's not all roses, however. 
There is still a gaping hole in the water- 
shed along Big Cedar Creek, site of a 
proposed copper mine. But, by and 
large, it has to be seen as a major 
victory. 

From George and Indian Billy risking 
their lives to those committed to civil 
disobedience to those who wouldn't 
accept the first bone offered, it was the 
good fight. 

A Little Perspective 

Bonnie Raitt, Jackson Browne and 
John Trudell performed a forest benefit 
concert October 8 in Jacksonville, Or- 
egon. 2,500 supporters arrived to a 
highly charged atmosphere. The artists 
courageously used the presence of 300 
timber protesters led by disgraced Con- 
gressman Wes Cooley to conduct a 
little teach-in on the issue. The synergy 
between crowd and musicians was elec- 
tric. Afterwards, Browne, Quiltman, 
Nina Donnelly, Trudell and I were talk- 
ing Opal Creek. 

Browne was happy about Opal Creek, 
as we all were, but questioned whether 
any protection schemes will work. 
"They just keep changing or suspend- 
ing the laws and we lose anyway." 

Nina pointed out that "Wilderness 
designation is the only thing that has 
really worked for us to date." 

Jackson replied, "I wonder how long 
that'll last?" 

John piped up, "Oh, about as long as 
the grass shall grow." 

We all shared an ironic laugh. 

Unfinished Business 

Congratulations all around for those 
who stood up for Opal Creek. Opal 
Creek was saved because of the tenac- 
ity of her defenders. We must repiicate 
this effort. There are still a lot of other 
special areas out there that are threat- 
ened and we must redouble our dedica- 
tion to saving them. Given the extinc- 
tion crisis, we obviously can't afford to 
go 12 years between protecting areas. 
We must save all that's left and we need 
to do it now. 

We also need to keep Opal Creek 
from being loved to death. An esti- 
mated 50,000 people visited this year. 
If you can help with trail work and 
other methods of lessening human 
impact, contact the Friends of Opal 
Creek at (503) 897-2921 or the Friends 
of the Breitenbush Cascades at (503) 
585-8551. 


Trail, of Tears 

continued from previous page 

As exultant as the timber companies in Oregon is 
Maxxam's CEO Charles Hurwitz, owner of Headwa- 
ters. On the eve of the splendid anti-Hurwitz dem- 
onstration in the northern California mill town of 
Carlotta, the speculator holed up in a San Francisco 
office building with Senator Dianne Feinstein and 
deputy Interior Secretary John Garamendi, who 
assured the corporate raider that a favorable deal 
would go forward after a tactful moratorium de- 
signed to deflate the protest in Carlotta. Indeed, 
Feinstein emerged from her meeting with Hurwitz 
to tell the protesters to stay at home. "Threats and 
intimidation and that kind of thing isn't going to 
solve this problem," Feinstein declared. 

Nearly 8,000 people ignored Feinstein's advice, 
showing up in Carlotta to demand that all 60,000 
acres of the Headwaters forest complex be taken 
into public ownership; more than 1,000 were ar- 
rested, including singers Bonnie Raitt and Don 
Henley, and former Representative Dan Hamburg. 

It looks like the administration is prepared to offer 


Hurwitz the Presidio and a settlement of the claims 
pending against him for looting the United Savings 
of Texas. In exchange, Hurwitz would turn over 
only the core Headwaters Grove and a small buffer 
area, probably no more than 5,200 acres. But Hurwitz, 
emboldened by the spinelessness of the Clinton 
crowd, is now asking for even more, including Trea- 
sure Island and hundreds of acres of state lands. He'll 
probably get what he wants — he always has. Carl 
Pope, executive director of the Sierra Club certainly 
isn't ready to stand up to Hurwitz. Pope is ready to 
sign off on the Presidio and more federal properties: 
"We would be delighted to see some of those assets 
which are truly surplus traded for something as 
precious and wonderful as the Headwaters." 

Most of this dealmaking shares a common fea- 
ture: The right to loot high-profile public assets is 
being exchanged for the right to loot other less- 
visible public assets. But the right to pollute or 
destroy natural areas remains unchallenged. In fact, 
it is memorialized. 

All this makes David Brower, the arch-druid of 
American environmentalism, cringe. Brower knows 
all about such dealmaking. He once signed off on a 


deal to stop dams in Dinosaur National Monument 
and the Grand Canyon by approving the construc- 
tion of one in exquisite Glen Canyon. In the wake of 
that disaster, Brower instructed environmentalists to 
"never trade a place you know for one you don't." 

Then again, it was Brower who urged the Sierra 
Club's board to endorse Clinton two months ago, 
arguing that the Club, being a mainstream group, 
needed to maintain its political leverage by support- 
ing Clinton/Gore. But he said the endorsement 
should be a qualified one, noting in strong terms the 
serious retreats on NAFTA, forests, dolphin protec- 
tion, energy, pesticides and toxics. 

A couple of weeks after making his pitch to the 
Sierra Club, Brower — much to his credit — sat down 
and wrote an excoriating attack on Clinton's envi- 
ronmental record for the LA Times. In that piece, he 
said that Clinton had done more damage to the 
environment than Reagan or Bush and urged all true 
greens to back Ralph Nader's presidential campaign. 

Now, Brower is deeply discouraged by the Sierra 
Club's unapologetic greenwashing of Clinton on 
the eve of the election. "This is a sad case of fiddling, 
while the environment is being burned." 
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A Smp^ig Himj' sWill to ®e Jxee 


A Letter from Rod Coronado 

It has been over five years since I 
began my participation in an offensive 
against the humans who imprison our 
mink, fox, bobcat and lynx relations, 
and though it is a path that has led me 
to prison, I have no regrets. In the 
spring of 1991, a handful of earth war- 
riors and I traversed the Northwest, 
releasing 60 mink, four bobcats and 
two lynx, former fur-farm prisoners 
that we had rehabilitated. It was the 
fulfillment of a promise I had made 
one December morning as I watched a 
Montana mink farmer twist the necks 
of minks until they cracked. 

We were "on the job," working as 
private investigators, and had infil- 
trated the US fur-farm industry as Jim 
Perez and Mary Beth. Our objective 
was to obtain photographic evidence 
of the conditions and killing techniques 
used on America's 600 mink, fox, bob- 
cat and lynx farms. What we didn't 
plan for were the ulterior motives of 
the animal rights group that had hired 
us, Friends of Animals. They seemed 
more concerned with creating a media 
campaign using graphic video and pho- 
tos to generate membership (i.e. 
money) than listening to our discover- 
ies of vital economic weaknesses in the 
research and development end of the 
fur-farm industry. Where did this leave 
us? It left a handful of dedicated 
grassroots activists who literally begged, 
borrowed and stole to buy out the 
neck-breaking fur farmer, and who then 
rescued, rehabilitated and released the 
surviving 66 fur-farm prisoners. 

As I sit here on my prison bunk, with 
the photos of those liberated animals 
running free posted on my wall, I think 
of how the story could have ended 
there. We got the evidence, rescued 
some prisoners of the war on nature and 
successfully returned them to their na- 
tive habitat. But there was still the prom- 
ise. I was sworn to do everything in my 
power to destroy the industry that had 
led to the concentration camps called 
fur farms, which took native predators 
and imprisoned them for their fur. 

Enter the Animal Liberation Front 
(ALF). As the last bobcat from the fur 
farm was beginning a new life in the 
Kalmiopsis Wilderness in southern Or- 
egon, ALF warriors were poring over 
the information and evidence obtained 
in our investigation. Our goal was to 
search out and destroy the very links 
that kept the fur-farm business in the 
black. Knowledge is power, and in the 
hands of the ALF willing to put it to 
use, it's one hell of a wake-up call. 

On June 10, 1991, ALF warriors 
raided the nation's largest experimen- 
tal fur farm at Oregon State University 
(OSU), destroying and confiscating 
vital research records necessary for 
ongoing mink research benefiting fur 
farmers. The building housing experi- 
mental feeds aimed at lowering mink 
farmers' overhead was burned to the 
ground. Within a year, after 65 years 
in operation, the research lab closed 
its doors forever. 

On June 15, ALF warriors struck the 
Northwest Fur-Breeders Cooperative in 
Washington that supplies feed to OSU's 
fur farm as well as 45 others in Wash- 
ington, Oregon, Idaho and Montana. 
A fire set in the warehouse caused over 
$800,000 in damages. 


On August 13, ALF warriors raided 
three separate labs at Washington State 
University (WSU) in Pullman, rescuing 
seven coyotes, six mink and ten mice 
used in experiments to benefit the fur 
and livestock industries. Department 
of Agriculture "Researcher of the Year" 


John Gorham's office was ransacked 
and records confiscated before sulfuric 
acid was poured over his files. 

On December 22, ALF warriors placed 
incendiary devices in the pelt process- 
ing building of Malecky Mink Farm in 
Yamhill, Oregon. The farm is tied in 
with OSU's research on mink breeding 
and nutrition. This action destroyed 
the farm, putting it out of business. 

On February 28, 1992, ALF warriors 
raided the nation's most prominent 
fur-farm disease researcher, Richard 
Aulerich, at Michigan State University 
(MSU), rescuing two mink from his 
experiments, destroying laboratory 
equipment at the mink research lab 
and igniting an incendiary device in 
his campus office destroying 32 years 
of research benefiting mink farmers. 

What the OSU, WSU, Malecky and 
MSU raids accomplished was to effec- 
tively neutralize all major recipient re- 
search funded by the Mink Farmer's 
Research Foundation. Along the way, 
ALF warriors had also been alerted to 
vivisection conducted on coyotes for 
that most evil of animal enemies, Ani- 
mal Damage Control (ADC). On Octo- 
ber 24, ALF warriors hosted a 
HOWLoween campfire party at the 
USDA's Predator Research Facility in 
Millville, Utah. Twenty five coyotes 
were rescued from the labs and the 
evening's campfires were started both 
inside the Predator Research Facility 
laboratory, which later had to be de- 
stroyed, and at head researcher 
Frederick Knowlton's office at Utah 
State University in Logan. 

The story could have ended here had 
it not been for a nation-wide law en- 
forcement task force that discovered 
my handwriting on a package contain- 
ing stolen MSU research records and a 
letter written on behalf of the ALF re- 


questing funds for more actions. I never 
entered into the ALF believing that a 
guerrilla army could launch six covert 
operations against US government- 
funded research facilities without suf- 
fering due reprisals. Four Earth First! 
and animal activists were imprisoned 
for six months apiece for 
refusing to testify to fed- 
eral grand juries investi- 
gating "Operation Bite 
Back," and many others 
were subpoenaed and ha- 
rassed by Bureau of Alco- 
hol, Tobacco and Firearms 
(ATF) and Federal Bureau 
of Investigation (FBI) 
agents before I was finally 
indicted on five counts of 
"use of unregistered explo- 
sives," "extortion" and 
"threats to interfere in in- 
terstate commerce, " "inter- 
state transportation, arson, 
theft and destruction of 
government property," 
and "receivingstolen prop- 
erty." I read in the newspa- 
pers that I faced 50 years in 
prison if found and con- 
victed. As the only indict- 
able ALF member, I was 
singled out for persecution 
(and prosecution) with the 
hopes that pressure on me 
would lead them to other 
ALF warriors. 

After living under- 
ground for three years, I 
was tricked into a ruse: I was told a 
wounded hawk lay in my tribe's fire 
department. Upon my entry, I was 
jumped by US Marshals, ATF and FBI 
agents as well as the local hitmen for 
the bluecoats, the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs police. Once in custody, I was 
reindicted on additional charges of rack- 
eteering and conspiracy for all the 
above-mentioned "crimes." I faced 10 
to 1 2 years if found guilty on all charges. 
I also faced additional charges in Mon- 
tana for stealing the diary of a dead 7th 
Cavalry soldier from the Battle of Little 
Bighorn. The theft was to draw atten- 
tion to the desecration and destruction 
of indigenous heritage and artifacts. 

In March of 1995, I plea-bargained 
down to one count of destruction of 
government property and aiding and 
abetting arson at MSU. In August, I was 
sentenced to 57 months in prison and 
ordered to pay over $2.5 million in 
restitution. In September, I surrendered 
to federal prison in Safford, Arizona 
near where Geronimo did his time and 
after three months was transferred to a 
higher security prison outside of Tuc- 
son, where I am now. My father's fam- 
ily is from southern Arizona and this 
whole region is in my Yaqui home- 
land. The reservation is only thirteen 
miles away, so at least I'm a prisoner of 
war in my own homeland. 

So what is prison like? No big deal, 
just a cheap attempt at reindoctrination 
to subdue us indigenous hostiles who 
still fight Manifest Destiny. No true 
rehabilitation for sex offenders and the 
violent, only warehousing of those 
deemed dangerous to society in a po- 
litical attempt to satisfy Americans' 
"get tough on crime" machismo. 

As an earth warrior and animal libera- 
tor, prison is a time to relax. It is a time 
to read all those thick novels and other 


books piling up q|j your shelves, to 
correspond with your brothers and sis- 
ters on the front lines of animal and 
earth defense, andjo realize that our 
beliefs, like those .of the indigenous 
peoples the world - over are quickly be- 
ing legislated as terrorist acts in practice. 

Am I bummed that I'll be in prison 
until August 1 999? Of course, but when 
the price of my "freedom" is apathy, 
and worse, inactivity to the notorious 
forces that are destroying our life-sup- 
port system and sacred mother earth, 
then I choose the freedom within these 
walls knowing I've done everything I 
can to stop the madness. I have edu- 
cated myself too much to justify any- 
thing short of total resistance to the 
forces destroying our planet. 

Prison is nothing more than the adult 
equivalent of being grounded or sent 
to your room. It is a shallow attempt to 
crush the spirits of those who would 
not surrender their freedom to others, 
and a punishment for modern-day 
warriors who in days past would have 
been "dealt with" using the same meth- 
ods employed at Wounded Knee and 
Sand Creek. No one can deny us true 
freedom except ourselves, and when 
we liberate ourselves and open up to 
the powers of earth, we discover that 
freedom is nothing that one person 
can deny another. It's a state of being 
that each one of us has felt or seen 
behind every forest blockade and every 
free-roaming bison. It is the spirit of 
wildness crying to each one of us who 
has awakened to t&e reality of what is 
being done to earth, and who have 
been chosen to defend her. 

The day is quickly coming when we 
must ask ourselves what is more impor- 
tant, living "free" in the occupied ter- 
ritories of our oppressors, or living free 
within ourselves, not questioning what 
is legal, but doing what is right. I've 
stood on protest lines while vivisectors 
and loggers marched past to their day's 
work of animal torture or forest de- 
struction and felt helpless and utterly 
useless to defend the lands and ani- 
mals 1 claim to share brother and sister- 
hood with. That is not freedom, that is 
an exercise in well-disciplined self-con- 
trol. The type of control we're taught in 
school and in prison. 

I've also wrenched engine-room valve 
covers off whale-killing ships and felt 
the sea gushing in, and swung ham- 
mers against computers and research 
equipment used to torture the animal 
people. In these actions I've felt true 
freedom. The type of freedom worth 
living and dying for. And if the price of 
that kind of freedom is a few years of 
forced relocation with three square 
meals (vegan even!), recreational and 
literary exercise and relaxation, then 
it's worth it! 

We are not murderers, and as long as 
we don't kill anyone but target the 
machinery of life's destruction and at- 
tempt to rescue our animal relations, 
then realistically the worst our enemies 
can do is lock us away for a few years. 
A small price to pay for the survival of 
our planet and her future generations 
of all life. Take it from someone in the 
clink brothers and sisters, if we are to 
preserve all that we love including each 
other, we have to start showing our 
opposition we're not afraid of what 
they can do to our physical bodies. No 
true Christian can allow the prolifera- 
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Plowshares Activists Found 
Not Guilty! of Sabotage: 

Still Face Property Damage Convictions 


Donna and Tom Howard-Hastings, the plowshares activists who openly 
acknowledge having cut down three antenna poles for the Navy's Project ELF 
transmitter system, have been found innocent of sabotage. The acquittal on the 
sabotage count, following a three-day trial, relieved the pair of a possible ten 
year prison sentence and/or $10,000 in fines. However, the Howard-Hastings 
were convicted on a lesser charge of destruction of property. That conviction 
carries a possible maximum penalty of five years in prison and/or a $10,000 
fine. Sentencing was set for November 1, 1996. 

The ELF (extremely low frequency) transmitter sends secret one-way com- 
mands to submerged, nuclear-armed Trident submarines around the world. On 
Earth Day, April 22, 1996, the Howard-Hastings used hand-held saws to fell ELF 
antenna poles in the Chequamegon National Forest near Clam Lake, Wisconsin. 

Donna and Tom presented an "affirmative" defense in which the act in 
question is admitted but the surrounding circumstances negate the commis- 
sion of a crime. Defense attorneys Katya Komisaruk (who herself spent two years 
in prison for doing $1 million in damage to a NAVISTAR navigation guidance 
system) and Kathy Love argued that shutting down the Project ELF antenna 
system couldn't interfere with legitimate "preparations for the defense of the 
United States," because ELF can only be useful in pre-emptive, sneak attacks. 



Donna and Tom's evidence focused 
on the fact that Project ELF is strictly an 
aggressive system, and included expert 
testimony from a retired submarine pap- 
tain, an international law professor and a 
former missile design engineer. The evi- 
dence clearly showed that working to- 
gether, Project ELF and Trident subma- 
rines may constitute a crime-in- 
progress — a terroristic threat like any threat to commit murder. Because the 
defense team was able to show that the ELF/Trident system has no legitimate 
purpose, the jury was able to conclude that there was some reasonable doubt as 
to Donna's and Tom's criminal intent. 

The ELF sabotage was the latest in a long line of plowshares actions. Plowshare 
activists draw inspiration from a Biblical passage from Isiah, Chapter 2, Verse 
4: "and they shall turn their swords into plowshares." Since 1980 there have 
been 57 direct disarmament actions. 

For information about Project ELF contact STOP ELF at 740 Round Lake Road, 
Luck, WI 54853; (715) 472-8721 or Nukewatch at (715) 472-4185. 


Every Little 
Bit, cont... 



tion of weapons of mass destruction; 
no true animal liberationist can resist 
opening the cages of man's animal 
prisons; and no true earth warrior can 
remain within the law when the rape 
of mother earth is sanctioned by it. 

Now, I know my old adversaries in the 
FBI and ATF will read this and label it as 
the blatherings of a fanatic promoting 
domestic terrorism, but these are the 
same people who use very real physical 
violence not to protect the planet that 
gives us all life, but to protect the inter- 
ests of those most guilty of destroying 
her. I wish I could believe that then- 
armed agents are only acting in the 
public's best interests, to prevent vio- 
lence, but if that were true, then they 
would be on our side when the bulldoz- 
ers came and would be raiding the cor- 
porate offices of Georgia-Pacific, 
Maxxam, Mitsubishi and their own DC 
headquarters. To my old adversaries, I 
am nothing more than a convicted felon, 
no different from the "hostiles" and 
"bloodthirsty savages" their predeces- 
sors justified killing in the name of 
progress. But to earth warriors and ani- 


continued from page 3 

Large, Slow, Low-elevation Rivers 

The lack of protection of aquatic eco- 
systems is probably the wilderness 
movement's greatest deficiency. The 
focus of most aquatic protection ef- 
forts have been high-elevation, cold, 
fast rafting rivers with only a few fish 
species, such as trout. The large, mean- 
dering, productive river stretches down- 
stream have been almost completely 
ignored for protection, although such 
areas are easily dozens of times more 
biologically diverse than the upstream 
portions. River 'protection is still fo- 
cused largely on recreational qualities; 
a switch to conserving aquatic biodi- 
versity is long overdue. 

Coastal Rain Forest/Douglas Fir 

Canada's third most endangered eco- 
system, the coastal Douglas fir zone of 
British Columbia, contains nationally 
rare species such as sharp-tailed snakes, 
garry oaks, arbutus trees and old- 


mal defenders (no difference) every- 
where, I am happy to report that I am 
free, and no government-sponsored 
vacation can deter me from receiving 
the blessings of our earth mother. 

One day they will have to let me go. 
All I ask is that we compare our own 
imprisonment, be it years in federal 
prison or days in county jail, to the 
imprisonment of whales, dolphins, apes, 
elephants, mink, bears, fox, bobcat, lynx, 
wolves and other animal relations who 
are guilty of no crime, yet sentenced to 
life imprisonment. Justice will be deliv- 
ered to them only by you. 

What of the ALF and their efforts 
against the war on fur animals? Since 
my imprisonment, the ALF has contin- 
ued the campaign against the mink 
industry, raiding at least 1 3 mink farms 
and releasing thousands of animals 
back to the wilderness. The fur 
industry's response has been to place a 
$ 100,000 reward for the head of an ALF 
warrior. So, consider giving to the ALF 
supporters group should that unfortu- 
nate day arrive when another ALF war- 
rior is captured. 


Thank you all for the hope you give 
that our children might learn to love 
and cherish all the natural creation 
that we have been honored to defend. 
My heart goes out to all my brothers 
and sisters taking stands for ancient 
forests and fighting the Salvage Rider, 
for fighting for the salmon, for occupy- 
ing trees in the Third Battle of Newbury 
and for all the other battles I am unable 
to attend. Your letters make me feel a 
part of the front line, and in each one 
of you I see the spark of spirit-fire that 
allows all of us to become undefeatable 
warriors. It won't be long before I'm 
honored to fight .with you against our 
common opposition. Your actions shall 
be seen as the most important of our 
generation's, and the most necessary 
for the earth's survival. Never let the 
fear of imprisonment keep you from 
exercising your strong heart's true will 
to be free. 

Until all are free, 

— Rod Coronado 

ALF Supporters Group, POB 69597, 
5845 Yonge St., Willowdale, ONT, 
Canada M2M 4K3 


[Ed. note: As we were busily putting 
together this issue of the EF1J, we received 
a communique from the ALF indicating 
that on October 23 they had raided a mink 
fur farm in Lebanon, OR releasing ap- 
proximately 2000 animals. Also, Rod's 
address is always listed in our directory 
on page 39.] 



growth Douglas firs. Although the US 
environmental movement has done a 
good job focusing on defending the 
last fragments of old-growth 
rainforests — because only fragments 
remain in the US — BC environmen- 
talists have a tendency to write off 
entire old-growth valleys once a few 
clearcuts and roads have been punched 
in, preferring to dedicate their efforts 
to completely intact watersheds. Un- 
fortunately, this means that the drier 
Douglas fir ecosystems, as opposed to 
the more famous red cedar/hemlock 
forests as in Clayoquot Sound and the 
Walbran Valley, are virtually ignored 
because they exist almost entirely as 
fragments and second-growth stands. 
Even US environmentalists, while de- 
fending old-growth fragments from 
immediate logging threats, tend to 
call for protective designations only 
in roadless areas, where few old-growth 
stands occur. 

There are dozens of other such eco- 
systems in need of attention. One of 


Earth First! 's most effective roles is to 
put largely ignored ecosystems int o 
the public spotlight through dramatic 
action, at which point other environ- ' 
-rnental ^groups Often latch onto th e 
issues. DOLFIEs are in dire neecLof, 
symbolic and direc t actions. Ho wever, 
because most occur on private lands 
campaigns directed at these areas are 
considerably more difficult than those 
targeting public lands. Because the 
government is responsible for regulat- 
ing and acquiring private lands for 
conservation, the most effective tactics 
may be symbolic actions that grab 
media attention instead of blockading 
a local landholding redneck's bulldozer? — 
The time is long overdue to prioritize 
Campaigns for the most endangered 
ecosystems. Without campaigns to pro- / 
tect fragmented, semi-wild, low-eleva- \ 
tion ecosystems, North America will 
soon become a cradle of extinction. 

Ken Wu is an Earth Firstier, Student 
Environmental Action Coalition activist 
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Snowmobiles Harass Yellowstone Wildlife 


by Jacob Smith, Jasper Carlton and Jennifer 
Everett of the Biodiversity Legal Foundation 

Snowmobile use is contributing heavily to the 
degradation of Yellowstone National Park's (YNP) 
diversity and ecological integrity. The Park's cur- 
rent Winter Visitor Use Plan is woefully inadequate: 
It places no limits on the number of snowmobiles 
permitted in a given season. The Park is presently 
revising this plan and the public has an opportunity 
to pressure National Park Service (NPS) officials to 
prohibit the use of snowmobiles within 
Yellowstone's borders. 

The National Park Service Act states that the 
"fundamental purpose" of our parks is to "conserve 
the scenery... and the wildlife therein..." and to 
leave them "unimpaired for the enjoyment of fu- 
ture generations." Additionally, facilities in national 
parks are to be "consistent to the highest practicable 
degree with the preservation and conservation of 
the [park] areas." 

How unimpaired is YNP today? Have the natural 
ecosystems within Yellowstone been perpetuated in 
"as near pristine conditions as possible for their 
inspirational, educational, cultural, and scientific 
values for this and future generations, with minimal 
disturbance by man's [sic] activities?" Has public use 
been predicated upon "the protection, interpreta- 
tion, and management of the natural and cultural 
resources of Yellowstone National Park [and] on 
documented data obtained through appropriate in- 
vestigation and research?" Have viable, self-sustain- 
ing populations of all native fish, wildlife and plant 
species been maintained? 

Visitors to YNP in the mid-1990s know the real 
answers to these disturbing questions. Before us are 
important issues and facts that must not be masked 
solely by political and economic considerations. 
There is simply too much at stake. The considerable 
degradation of YNP's biological integrity and natural 
qualities is largely a product of the uncontrolled 
rapid increases in recreational activities both within 
and surrounding the park's borders. In 1996, the Park 
had more people, machines and commercial activity 
than can be tolerated by wilderness-dependent spe- 
cies. The park has over 300 miles of roads, villages 
built in prime grizzly bear and gray wolf habitat, 
dumps, power line corridors, sewage lagoons and 
hundreds of hookups for gigantic recreational ve- 
hicles that are little more than polluting apartments 
on wheels. 

Of all of the recreational activities occurring within 
the Park and the Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem (G YE), 
the environmental impacts of winter recreation prob- 
ably get the least attention. These impacts often don't 
appear to be significant, perhaps because thick blan- 
kets of snow seem to offer protection against them. Yet 
the impacts of motorized winter recreation in particu- 


lar are clearly substantial. And growth in public de- 
mand for the use of motorized vehicles during winter 
months in Yellowstone is rapidly increasing. 

Large numbers of snowmobiles blast through 
Yellowstone each winter. On some days over 2,000 
roaring, carbon monoxide-belching snowmobiles in- 
vade and shatter Yellowstone's peace and solitude. In 
the years since they gained access to Yellowstone, 
their numbers have skyrocketed beyond the NPS' 
projections. This past winter over 140,000 
snowmobilers swarmed into the Park producing noise 
and fumes during what, until recently, was a period 
of rest for wildlife and solitude for Park visitors. All of 
this, of course, has been filling the cash registers of 
the local tourist industry, but at what price to 
Yellowstone and the long-term public interest of the 
people of the US? 

There is a substantial body of scientific research 
documenting the adverse environmental impacts of 
winter recreation. This research makes it clear that 
motorized winter recreation in YNP and the GYE has 
significant environmental impacts. It is also impor- 
tant to note that non-motorized recreational activities 
(such as Nordic skiing and show-shoeing) have ad- 
verse environmental impacts as well. 

The best available scientific research demonstrates 
that snowmobiles pose a serious threat to ecosystem 
integrity and biological diversity. Snowmobiles are 
responsible for at least three categories of environ- 
mental impacts: (1) direct impacts of exposure and 
harassment of wildlife, (2) indirect and cumulative 
impacts of exposure and harassment, and (3) impacts 
associated with snow compaction. 

The direct environmental impacts of snowmobile 
use include the disruption of wildlife movement pat- 
terns for animals such as bison, damage to exposed 
and unexposed vegetation, soil erosion (especially on 
steeper slopes and when snow levels are low), and the 
harassment of wildlife at a time when many animals 
are especially vulnerable to increased stress. 

Exposure to snowmobiles over the course of a 
winter or several seasons can result in significant long- 
term increases in winter stresses and energy expendi- 
tures, especially to larger mammals such as grizzly 
bears, elk and bighorn sheep. Over the long run, 
snowmobile use can also adversely affect plant densi- 
ties and species composition and contribute to the 
spread of non-native plant species. The air quality 
degradation and the contamination of snow, water 
and soil can also be damaging. 

The compaction of snow beneath snowmobile tracks 
is responsible for numerous and severe impacts to 
wildlife, especially the small mammals that depend 
on subnivean spaces (the spaces between the snow- 
pack and the ground surface) for winter survival. 

Larger mammals are also affected by compaction. 
The imperiled lynx is consistently out-competed by 
the more prevalent coyote and bobcat when it loses its 


advantage in deep, uncompacted snow. 

Finally, the sight and smell of snowmobiles can be 
disturbing to humans as well as to wildlife. By virtue 
of their speed and the noise and air pollution they 
create, snowmobiles effectively displace many non- 
motorized park users. 

These impacts are part of the explanation for the 
biological diversity crises affecting the GYE. The 
area is experiencing continuing habitat fragmenta- 
tion, loss of seasonal range and travel corridors, 
reduction in the size and number of potential 
recolonization areas, diminished viable popula- 
tions, and an increase in extirpations and extinc- 
tions. Many of these trends are occurring on GYE 
lands surrounding the park (primarily National 
Forest and private lands). The National Park Service 
must take these trends seriously and ensure that its 
own management policies are coordinated with 
those of surrounding land management agencies 
and will not exacerbate ecosystem degradation, but 
rather, will contribute to its restoration. 

The effect of the above-mentioned trends is has- 
tening YNP towards the status of an ecological 
island. The consequences of this include an in- 
creased extirpation rate for indigenous species and 
the development of less-diverse, isolated, faunal 
communities. The GYE will be lost as an intact, 
functioning natural system in the coming decades if 
more effective preservation efforts are not employed. 
The protection of the GYE's biological diversity must 
be the primary concern. 

There is presently an important opportunity for 
the public to participate in the shaping of future 
management decisions for Yellowstone. The Na- 
tional Park Service and Yellowstone National Park 
are in the early stages of revising Yellowstone's 
Winter Visitor Use Plan. Agency officials are decid- 
ing whether or not they will permit snowmobiles 
(and if so, in what numbers). 

During this process, the public can play a crucial 
role by urging the NPS and YNP to ban the recre- 
ational and commercial use of snowmobiles in 
Yellowstone. The impacts to the integrity of the 
ecosystem and its inhabitants and to othef liurnan 
users are too severe, and are strongly at odds with 
the park's statutory mandates. Other national parks 
have set the precedent by prohibiting, fully or 
partially, the use of snowmobiles within their bor- 
ders. The NPS must take the lead in preservation. If 
it does, other land management agencies are more 
likely to match their demonstrated level of con- 
cern. A failure to do so will likely lead to permanent 
degradation of YNP and the GYE. 

The Biodiversity Legal Foundation of Boulder, 
Colorado has filed formal notice of intent to file a 
lawsuit against the NPS for its failure to prepare any 
up-to-date National Environmental Protection Act 
documents regarding the impact of YNP's expanding 
winter recreation program. This case is expected to be 
filed in the near future. 

A couple of things you can do to stem the tide of 
snowmobile destruction in Yellowstone: 

1 ) Write letters to the Director of the NPS and to the 
Superintendent of YNP urging that the recreational 
and commercial use of snowmobiles, snow coaches, 
and other over-the-snow motorized vehicles be pro- 
hibited in Yellowstone because of their considerable 
environmental impact, the substantial impacts to 
non-motorized winter visitors and their inconsis- 
tency with Yellowstone's enabling legislation. 

Direct letters to Roger Kennedy, Director, National 
Park Service, 1849 C Street, NW, Washington, DC 
20240 and Michael Finley, Superintendent's Office, 
Yellowstone National Park, WY 82190. 

2) Consider a contribution to the Biodiversity Legal 
Foundation to support our efforts to force the NPS to 
fully consider the best scientific information on the 
adverse environmental impacts of winter recreation, 
as it is required to do both by law and by the standards 
of ethical and prudent land management. 

Write to the Biodiversity Legal Foundation at POB 
18327, Boulder, CO 80308-1327. 

The Biodiversity Legal Foundation has prepared a report 
and bibliography detailing many of the environmental 
impacts of winter recreation. Copies can be obtained by 
contacting Road-RIP at POB 7516, Missoula, MT 59807; 
(406) 543-9551; roadrip@wildrockies.org. 



Bison are one of the few species unafraid of snowmobiles. No contest. 
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Recreation 


Heart Space 


reverberations of rototilling 

ground once naked 

Earth soul 

complete heart 

unangry 

once listening 

felt a rumor of soil 

compromise no Mother 

especially Mother Earth 

free from taxes 

free from law 

politics 

the who's who 

of who tells who what to do 

no thinking 

heart space beyond time 

magical 

fortified 

unfear is the path 
forget career 
find unfear 

the place where the heart is ruby red 
a tough muscle 
outwitting the mind 



From the asphaltconcrete j ungle they come, 
For the weekend. 

Crawling north on the Interstate through 
the white-hot glare of a desert's summer 
sun. 

Showers and toilets — they demand the 
city's comforts — can't quite break away 
from what it is they so desperately want 
to escape. 

For the weekend. 

Chips and sodas, beer and boom boxes, 
a suntan oil-drenched dip in the 
creek. 

A leisure-time getaway to the 
wilds of the campground. 


— -Jenny Armetta 


—Brett Bevell 


Armed 
with Visions 


"'+r% r~ »«-»•> . i> 


Requiem for Chico Mendes 


Yes! 

Rainclouds are born 
On this day 
With joy 

The trees breathe them 

With joy 

The blue of space 

Holds them, holds them 

Like a mother holds her child 

The clouds are spires 

The clouds are the cities of the saints 

The clouds are luminous 

Like your face 

They rise 

They build higher and higher 
Then rain 
Their rain like tears 
Falling on the earth 
The earth that holds you 
Like a mother holds her child 
Chico Mendes, Chico Mendes 
I see your soul flying 
It is a beautiful bird 
With jewel-like wings 
It lives in the jungle 
It delights in all things 
It is an orchid 
It is a beetle 
It is a rainbow 
We know you were shot 
We know you are dead 
Chico Mendes, Chico Mendes 
We offer you these memories 
As you fly between worlds 
We miss you yes 
We miss you 


An Activist In A Tent 
Trying To Define Herself 
Early in The Morning 

I am not a bald eagle 
I am not a black bear 
I am not a coho salmon 
I am a woman with a song 
but I can't sing 
I am a human who has to 
touch everything 
I am a doubter, I dabble 
in disbelief 

I will never be the tree 
I am not even a leaf 



-Darryl Echt 


clear as cut glass and just as dangerous 



— Greg Bechle 


SEND POEMS TO.’ 

Warrior Poets Society 
ASUC Box 361 
Berkeley , CA 94720-4510 


Meditation on Presidential 

Promises 

« 

Is it 

a rainstorm in the desert, 
fine dining for starving refugees, 
luxury hotels for the homeless? 

To feel that the victors 
don't want to kill me, 
but rather are partially indebted 
to my vote and peers. 

Or will the desert rain 
evaporate, like a mirage, before 
the deluge can contace Earth, 
thwarted by hot air and broken promises 
from above? 

January 19, 1993 

Inspired, in part, by watching a rainstorm at 
Canyonlands National Park, Utah, in July 
1992 that evaporated halfway between a 
cloud and the ground due to heat and dryness. 

— Mark Robinowitz 



" What am I going to sc 

— fNvA 

continued from page 3 ana intelligence. Oil really? I 
didn't realize that theft was such 
On the MOVE EF!, an effective tool of persuasion. 

I just wanted to let you know Get a life, Radeon. No one will be 
that I am in receipt of your jour- persuaded by your tactics. They'll 
nal and that I have been reading just end up hating you and every- 
articles in it that are informative* one who has anything to do with 
very informative especially about EF! As it happens, I own a business 
the Clinton administration. myself, and I can tell you that if 

Since the rise of your organiza- someone rips me off, I will not be 
tion coupled with the MOVE or- inclined to adopt their world view, 
ganization and other environ- In the future, I hope that the 
mental organizations and animal Journal will reject this type of non- 
activist, although slow, things are sense in favor of something with 
still progressing on the issue of a future. It's no wonder we aren't 
Earth Life, people are starting to getting anywhere, 
become more aware of protecting — Frank Rivers- 


Earth Life, people are starting to getting anywhere. 

become more aware of protecting /\^fy — Frank Rivers- 

the Earth than ever before. Pris- J , 

ons are now recycling and it en t # 

courages other prisons to do thk / There are different tactics which 


same. Of course we as wise people 
know that their goal is just to save 
money but that don't matter none 
because as long as its being done 
is what's important now. 

Here at Cambridge Springs our 
MOVE sister has taken the re- 
sponsibility as a job to recycle all 
paper products, cans, books, 
magazines and plastic. This has 
saved thousands of trees from 
being killed. She Janine Africa and 
another inmate pick up items to 
be recycled everyday throughout 
the prison. We all have a lot more 
work to do but we're doing it. Stay 
loyal, stay strong. 

->-Debbie Sims Africa 

Attention: 

Seeking persons interested in 
serious prison reform. Paralegal 
and office skills and driver's li- 
cense a plus, but not necessary. 
Please contact: Ronald Davidson, 
#76A1166, Auburn Prison, Box 
618, Auburn, NY 13024-9000 


Earth First! Journal, i, 

f' I am about to be sentenced for 
"monkeywrenching" some CAT 
bulldozers in Fairfax County, VA. 
Property damage over $1000 is a 
FELONY in Virginia! There is a 
(remote) chance I will be incarcer 
ated. Anyone who would like to 
write me, find out more, share 
experiences, please write c/o 
Gilson, 7955 Pebble Brook Ct/, 
Springfield VA 22153. 

— Andrew Gilso 


/^Greetings 


Earthlings — 


Re: Radeon's hyperboycott 
mindless trash. How did that sur 
vive the spike? No problem here 
with tips on boosting from corpo 
rate outlets, but the deal with the 
outboards buried the needle on 
my dumb meter. Outboards suck, 
better to put them out of their 
misery than pass them on for 
profit. Worse, though, was that 
gawd awful writing. Gosh, Radeon 
sure is cool. Can we arrange to 
have all his/her writing materials 
confiscated? I'm assuming Jour- 
nal space it tight, why throw it 
away on no brainers like 
"Hyperboycott"? 

Love, 

\ — Pam Flitiei 


/ earthfirst@igc.apc.org: 

Gaia! Just when I thought that 
1 EF! was starting to achieve some 
level of political sophistication, 
weget "Hyperboycott the World." 
This infantile piece recommends 
that we go out and rip off any and 
all business because "All busi- 
nesses fuck up Gaia." The author 
assumes, I gather, that if we just 
go out and monkeywrench all 
commerce, then people will come 
around to ecological sensitivity 


are appropriate at different times. 
Some are meant to bring people into 
the fold. Others are meant to FUCK 
SHTT UP!! And the reason "we aren 't 
getting anywhere" isbecause too many 
people got it too fucking easy, and 
they don't want to upset their gig. 

You are absolutely right that out- 
boards suck, but they sure are fun to 
run with. You probably don't want 
to know how to steal Jet skis. 

Iam sorry my writing is not up to 
your high standards. But my target 
audience is not assholes who are 
into appearing educated. 

Sure you can confiscate my mate- 
rials. Isn't that what good 
Amerikans do when they disagree 
with someone. 

I don't understand how you can 
hate someone for their politics. Why 
are you both so angry? 


Journalistas, 

I want to make a correction on 
the photo credits given to me on 
the China Left photo section in 
the last issue. 1 took only the two 


think using photos on the cover 
should be done more often for it 
looks very good and different. 
Though I like the art that is used 
I feel using photos is a change and 
eye catching. By the way, the 
weapon that the Fed is holding is 
an AR-15 not an AR-16. Not that 
I expect you all to know your 
weapons or anything. 

— Jonathan Paul 

Dearest SFB, 

A Mabon (Sept. 96) Journal ar- 
ticle promotes the boycott of the 
Nalge Company and all its prod- 
ucts, including those ever-popu- 
lar Nalgene water bottles. 

That’d be a great idea even if 
the Nalge Company didn't pro- 
duce a disgusting array of vivisec- 
tion equipment. Anyone who's 
bought a Nalgene bottle knows 
that water contained therein soon 
tastes like plastic. 

The preferred alternative?: 
Gatorade bottles — the ones you 
find discarded along sidewalks and 
roadways, in trash cans and 
dumpsters throughout modern 
civilization. They come in 20-oz., 
1 -quart and 2-quart sizes. A won- 
der of technological design, they 
have efficient shape, excellent grip 
and a tough plastic bottle that 
lasts for years. The clear plastic 
allows for viewing of the con- 
tents, but Gatorade bottles don't 
taint your water with plastic taste. 
And they are much lighter than 
Nalgenes. The orange, wide- 
mouthed lids are hard to lose and 
rarely leak. 

Plus, of course, they're free. You 
needn't search out an "outdoor 
sports" store and fork over hard- 
earned dollars. If you damage or 
lose a Gatorade bottle, you can 



A grown man is dwarfed by the old-growth long-leaf pine forest. 


photos on the left side of the page 
and the other three were taken by 
activists who were at the block- 
ade during the take-down. It was 
not the Journal's fault that this 
mistake was done but my own for 
I neglected to make it clear when 
1 sent the photos in. 

I also want to comment that I 


easily and literally "pick one up" 
almost anywhere. And finally, you 
get that recycling "feel good" with- 
out buying (or actually drinking) 
that foul liquid called "Gatorade." 

Saving the Earth a micron at a 
time, 

— Lynn Jacobs 
Stop Public Plastic Retail Grazing 



To whom it may concern: 

I need your assistance in pro- 
testing several companies that are 
continuing to sell the detestable 
steel-jawed leg-hold traps. I re- 
cently came into the possession 
of information about three com- 
panies that continue to sell tor- 
ture devices. 

I have been calling these people 
for over oh a year and have been 
successful in getting some coop- 
eration from a few of them. Three 
companies, however, have no in- 
tention of cooperating. They are 
very nasty people and they tell 
me that they are not going to stop 
selling steel jawed traps. 

So, I would like to extend an 
invitation to you and your orga- 
nization to please help by calling 
these 800 numbers. Please print 
these companies' names and 800 
numbers in you organization's 
publication, newsletter, or 
homepage so that your members 
can contribute in this fight. 

All you need to do is just call. 
You do not have to say anything. 
They will get the message that 
their business is being targeted. 
With a cost of almost $0.50 per 
call, we can, and are, making a 
difference for all animals. 

• M & M Fur Co. Attn.: Mel or 
Irene, Box 15, Bridgewater, SD 
57319; (800) 658-5554 

• R-P Outdoors Attn.: Randall or 
Jimmy, 507 Polk St., Mansfield, 
LA 71052; (800) 762-2706 

• Funke Tags & Supplies Attn.: 
Wayne, 2151 Eastman Ave., State 
Center, IA 50247; (800) 626-2894. 

Together we can make a differ- 
ence — one call at a time. 

Sincerely, 

— R.C. 

[It is best to make 1-800 calls from 
a payphone because ALL calls ARE 
traceable. — Phone-In-M y-Ea r Fl ynn J 

Dear Friends: 

I live in the "piney woods" re- 
gion of East Texas. I have en- 
closed a copy of an old photo- 
graph of what the beautiful virgin 
forests around here once looked 
like. But the big trees are all gone 
now, victims of the ax and saw, 
cut and sold by men and compa- 
nies who had no regard for the 
future. They just wanted a "profit," 
then moved on. 

So even though, in many ways, 
the battle here in East Texas was 
lost manyyears ago, lam interested 
in the struggle going on other 
places, and in soul and spirit, I 
guess I am close "kin" to all brave 
people who are still working to save 
the "last stands" of virgin forests. 

Thanks, 

— L. Woods 

Folks at EF! 

Hi. I've been meaning to get in 
touch with you for a while and I 
finally found your mailing ad- 
dress. Anyway I'd like to get in- 
volved with the movement in any 
way possible. I'm sure your mail is 
being screened so I won't men- 
tion too much but I am a 
hardliner — you probably know 
what that means but if not write 
me back for a more in-depth de- 
scription — briefly it is — living by 
the one ethic that all life has the 
right to carry out its existence free 
from intrusion and in a natural 
state. Hardline adheres to a strict 
way of living — veganism/drug 
free/pro-life/sex only to further 
creation and the cycle of life and 
we cannot agree with other forms 



of sexual deviation other than 
heterosexual sex. We are also radi- 
cal environmentalists — we see the 
earth as a living thing that sus- 
tains all life and that earth is be- 
ing destroyed. Hardline is a move- 
ment as well but I am more than 
happy and would jump at the 
chance to take part in the EF! 
movement (they are basically one 
in the same). Hardline is also un- 
compromising (obviously). We 
fight to protect all innocent life as 
well as our mother earth. We will 
use any means necessary. Those 
that do not respect other's rights, 
well, in turn, no longer have rights 
and will be dealt with accord- 
ingly. 

Thanx and take care. 

NO COMPROMISE! 

GO HARDLINE! 

— Jon Howell 

[Gee, Jon. I don't quite know where 
to start... Earth First! and hardline 
do not seem to me to be "one in the 
same." Earth First! has bit more 
respect for life of all species. Your 
strict, holier-than-thou “ethic" reeks 
of fascism and just wouldn't be 
popular around a campfire. Nor 
would you get very far telling people 
what to do with their own bodies. 
Learn some tolerance and respect 
for (bio)diversity . — Judge Flynn] 

Dear Friends! 

My name is Slavick. I am Rus- 
sian, anarchist, ecologist, and even 
teacher in a village school. I lis- 
tened to you very often from my 
friends. You are the best organiza- 
tion among ecological ones. I'd 
like to try to make contact with 
you. 1 make a few requests to you. 

Request #1:1 live in the south- 
ern Russia in the place which is 
called Volgo-Ahtubian bottom- 
land. We have terrible ecological 
problems. We are on the verge of 
global ecological catastrophe. 

To my great surprise, more of 
our people don't see it. Our ecolo- 
gists are passive. Our journalists 
are afraid of government. 1 try to 
ring the alarm: write articles in city 
newspapers, make a film about 
our ecological problems with my 
friends from Volgograd TV. But it 
is a windstorm in a glass. 

Now I appeal to you and to our 
Russian eco-organizations to help 
to protect our paradisiacal place. I 
translated my article for you 
("Bridge which leads to no- 
where"). My English is poor but I 
hope you will understand mean- 
ing of my article. Hope you can 
print it in your magazine! Help 
me to ring the alarm! 

Request #2: There is a children's’ 
ecological union in our village 
school. I translated another ar- 
ticle for you. If it will be interest- 
ing to you, help us to find friends 
in your country! Now 1 try to 
create ecological children's' union 
in Volgograd City, and your expe- 
rience will be very useful for us! 

Request #3: I'd like to read your 
magazine. How can I enjoy your 
articles? I shall be glad to help you 
if you will need something! Ex- 
cuse me for my mistakes! I thank 
you beforehand for your help! 

Yours faithfully, 

— Slavick 

Dear Shit fer Brains, 

Once again the holiday season 
is upon us, and due to our brain- 
washed minds we welcome it with 
open arms. Hallmarkgift cards tells 
us to, and since they're a corpora- 
tion THEY MUST BE RIGHT, 
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"Say it again , you say? Well , ..." 


Just a remitter: Try to ■keep your letters eRderIOO Words so that 

THERE IS SPACE JOR EVERYONE TO SAYEVERYZHlRg THEYWARTTO SAY AVOW 
THE srrujj THAT IS OR THEIR MlRDS THAT THEY WaRTTO SHARE WITH... 
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Thanksgiving is the event that 
plays heavily upon my mind that 
we numbly celebrate year after 
year, like programmed robots. Our 
government, with the help of 
Hallmark, has taken this geno- 
cide (the massacre of hundreds of 
natives, not to mention animals 
as well which some how got 
wrapped up in the slaughter) and 
have transformed it into a family 
event of togetherness and thanks. 

Thanks for what? The land we 
slaughtered for? Or for the de- 
struction the land? We soak the 
soil and penetrate the air with 
pesticides EVERY DAY to provide 
us with a wasteful amount of food! 
Or is it thanks to the bird which 
has spent it's whole life in captiv- 
ity just waiting for us to kill it. 


This is a day in which we should 
be mourning not celebrating. 
Though it's too late to right all the 
wrongs, we can still make the con- 
scious choice to not participate in 
this corn-pone scam. Take this day 
to educate both yourselves and 
others, stop the destruction of the 
earth, free the animals, shut down 
the corporations or, if you have 
been doing this all year then OK, 
take the day off and enjoy what it 
is you want to save. 

This should be a day about ask- 
ing forgiveness not about giving 
thanks, so shut down your local 
Hallmark today, or any corpora- 
tion will do. 

— Kim Marks 
PS. Actions are great fun for your 
friends and family, too! 

Dear EFlers, 

How Come "Rich and Craig" 
wrote a long informative letter 
[August-September EF!f] about the 
realities of corporate disgust- 
ingness and then finished their 
letter with a lame-ass glorifica- 
tion of the "Founding Fathers" 
and their precious "revolution" 
to "end corporate dominance?" 

The "founding fathers" (vomit) 
were just one more batch of the 
racist murdering colonizers con- 
tinuing the theft of this land and 
the destruction of indigenous 
communities. That arrogant title 
that people like Rich and Craig 
like to throw around is a propa- 
ganda title and it blows my mind 
that political people who should 
BY NOW know better are so igno- 
rant and arrogant that they dare 
frame a righteous political resis- 
tance to corporate rule in such 
offensive and silly terms. The F- 


ing gathers and the system of rac- 
ist rule, white and male su- 
premacy, that they set in place, 
are NOT an inspiration and I think 
Rich and Craig should throw away 
their 7th grade propaganda primer 
and re-learn our story. 

Which brings me to another 
thing. I am noticing a number of 
activists getting sucked into the 
whole spiel about looking to the 
legal history supposedly enabling 
the revoking of corporate char- 
ters when they are "bad." First of 
all, there ain't no such thing as a 
"good" corporation; they are all 
about profit and capitalism, pe- 
riod. Secondly, I don't trust any 
"justice" supposedly "allowed" 
me by THE LAW', that ultimate 
fascist institution that will never, 
ultimately, go 
against its mas- 
ters. 

I applaud or- 
ganized resis- 
tance against 
(and education 
about) the evils 
of the corporate 
way, but let's 
just not mix it 
up with these 
false "solu- 
tions," designed 
to still have 
people looking 
to the system for 
relief instead of 
looking to their 
own power to 
create some- 
thing new . I 
don't wanna 
"end corporate 
dominance; " I 
wanna end cor- 
porations, capi- 
talism and all 
the anti-life delusions. 

For all living beings, 

— Eve 

wall-1 ist@igc . ape . org: 

My impression on the latest EF! 
action in Eureka was that it's time 
for a general agreement to shift 
strategies. If EF! is going to be 
taken seriously, it's got to draw 
the line on actions that force the 
mainstream groups to disavow it. 
The decision to put bull shit in 
the Demo party office, while per- 
haps gratifying, was a political 
debacle that forced Carl Pope to 
distance the Club from EF! in 
print. Until that moment, we had 
the Club and EF! together for the 
first time in memory. 

People got mad and they went 
too far. Non-violent CD is one 
thing, but trashing an office is 
another. It didn't help that Darryl 
Cherney was quoted in the paper 
saying Feinstein and the Demos 
"deserved it." In other words, 
"Fuck you, Dianne!" 

Now, while we may all agree (or 
not) that she did deserve it, to say 
so in the newspaper served only 
to marginalize EF!. The next day 
(Wed. I think), the Chronicle edi- 
torial slammed EF!, saying that 
whatever credibility it had was 
strained to the break point by the 
stunt. This does serious harm to 
the effort to mainstream the no- 
tion of a 60,000 acre preserve, and 
jail for Hurwitz. 

Now we're the criminals, the 
hoodlums, and Hurwitz looks re- 
spectable and Feinstein's on his 
side! 

This is not all the fault of the 
few EFlers participating in the ac- 
tion, but their act set the stage for 


the situation we're now in, where 
Save the Redwoods (or Shave the 
Redwoods, as I call them) is SUP- 
PORTING the deal. 

Who's next? 

Yes, we have to diversify. And 
we have to clean up the act, folks. 
The media love to depict us as 
unwashed hippies (which some 
really are), but we'll never win the 
political game if we allow our- 
selves to continue to be 
marginalized. 

Time to get smart, and start 
"looking like America," to bor- 
row a phrase from Clinton. Gotta 
start now, and get people to start 
paying attention to the issue of 
planetary destruction, not how 
long someone's hair is. 

Sorry to sound strident, but this 
is too important to ignore any 
longer. 

— DavidOrr@aol.com 

wall-list@igc.apc.org: 

Direct action gets in the news, 
while 10,000 petition signatures 
won't even make the metro sec- 
tion. While I wouldn't go out and 
fling cow chips, someone needed 
to point out the fact that Feinstein 
isn't working to save headwaters 
(just her job). 1 also think that 
Dianne Feinstein wants the issue 
to die because it points out the 
fact that she working for the wrong 
side. Remember the day of the 
rally she said it was called off and 
then 1031 people were arrested at 
a rally attended by 5000+ people. 

I don't think that direct action 
gets people sympathy but it cer- 
tainly gets their attention. Most of 
the people 1 meet at work are 
clueless unless it makes the front 
page of the Oregonian. My point is 
that if it doesn't get in the news it 
didn't happen and nobody cares. 

Even though I won't lock down, 
I fully support the direct action 
EF! folks. 

— -Jim Harnett 

Dear Editors, 

I wanted to send a note to bring 
you and EF! Journal readers up-to- 
date on sharks vs. cancer and the 
US commercial slaughter of wild 
shark populations. 

As a result of efforts by environ- 
mental groups, pro-active citizens, 
and existing unbiased scientific 
data, Trader Joe's stores in Cali- 
fornia have discontinued the sale 
of shark cartilage pills, a supposed 
cure for arthritis or cancer. Avail- 
able scientific research shows no 
connection between the inges- 
tion of shark cartilage pills and 
the healing of cancer or athritis 
infected tissues. Trader Joe's 
should be applauded for their pro- 
shark choice. 

Sharks continue to be killed in 
large numbers by commercial and 
recreational interests despite docu- 
mented severe regional popula- 
tion declines for two large coastal 
species: the sandbar and dusky 
sharks. Off the northwest coast of 
the US, declines of these two spe- 
cies are so great that they are now 
being considered for listing as Vul- 
nerable and Endangered respec- 
tively by the International Union 
for the Conservation of Nature 
(IUCN), Shark Specialist Group. 

Unfortunately, the National 
Marine Fisheries Service, like other 
federal agencies, is practiced in 
foot dragging when it comes to 
pro-active conservation actions. 
Despite the pending IUCN list- 
ings and 1994 recommendations 
from some shark experts to lower 


the annual quota, 
close nursery ar- 
eas, or implement 
closures of the 
commercial fish- 
ery during the 
mating and pup- 
ping seasons, 

NMFS, in 1996, 
continues to post- 
pone any manage- 
ment decisions 
pending yet an- 
other scientific re- 
view of biological 
and fishery-related 
data. In the mean- 
time, sharks will 
continue to be 
slaughtered at an 
ever increasing 
cost to marine en- 
vironments 

What can you 
do? Do not sup- 
port pharmaceuti- 
cal companies 
(like Acta 

Pharmacal Co. of 
Sunnyvale, CA.; 

(408) 734-1 148) who support the 
killing of sharks for cartilage pills. 
Write the Biodiversity Legal Foun- 
dation for further information: 
Biodiversity Legal Foundation, 
Shark Conservation Program, 944 
Pearl St., Studio C, Boulder, CO 
80302 

Sincerely, 

— Greg Joder 
Marine Conservation Coordinator 

Dear Editor: 

While 1 find the Earth First! Jour- 
nal to be a valuable resource for 
activists, one question about EF! 
that has been bothering me is this: 
Does EF! have a real political agenda 
beyond that of disruption? 

The sort of neo-anarchism that 
some Earth First!ers seem to trea- 
sure is not, I would argue, a viable 
political theory. For instance, 
while 1 may admire the 
Unabomber's commitment to war 
against the system, his unwilling- 
ness to infuse his radicalism with 
any kind of concrete political 
theory means that, for all his ef- 
forts, he has accomplished NOTH- 
ING. Similarly, much as I respect 
Donna and Tom Howard-Has tings 
for their self-sacrifice in vandaliz- 
ing the Navy's ELF facility and 
getting arrested, their action was 
not, as the title of their article 
suggested, "A Fast Way to Save 
the Earth," but rather a futile ex- 
ercise in pointless martyrdom. 
What if, instead of spending the 


next ten years incarcerated, they 
were to spend them organizing a 
politically focused fight-back at 
the grassroots? 

As a Marxist and an ecologist, 1 
try to organize environmental ac- 
tivists around Marxist, class-based 
politics, while bringing the sci- 
ence of ecology into Marxist eco- 
nomic thinking. Each needs the 
other. As long as Earth First! advo- 
cates blowing things up without 
regard to what you will replace 
them with, or seeking arrest as an 
end in itself rather than a means 
to an end (and one which, since 
you can't organize from a jail cell, 
should be sought only as a last 
resort), or militant action for its 
own sake without regard to the 
politics behind that action, it 
won't live up to its potential. 

Lenin once said that without 
revolutionary theory there can be 
no successful revolution, and 
Earth First! needs to ask itself what 
the theory is upon which it oper- 
ates. Small victories are always 
out there to be had, and Earth 
First! is to be congratulated on 
those victories of which it has 
been a part. The question should 
be, however, how will we attain 
. the truly big victory which will 
finally make all the smaller 
struggles leading up to it worth- 
while? 

— Steve Donkin 
International Socialist 
Organization 



In Coznng memory oftzuo dog-friends: 


EF! contact JR-dog passed 
away on Friday, September 13 
at the age of 1 7. A revolutionary 
and an anti-speciest activist, JR 
refused to follow the rules of 
the speciesist authorities. JR was 
an inspiration for activists 
everywhere and was even 
declared the leader of EF! during 
the '91 RRR action. 


Wishetee/wolfdawg was 
murdered by cattle ranchers in 
eastern OR September 9th. 

Wishy and JR are re-united. 
They are running together in 
the Spirit World making trouble 
and plotting the demise of the 
global capitalist ruling class. 
They follow only the laws of 
nature. [JR is on the right.] 



' 

“Ob. God! Here comes Finchley! ... 

He's out of the closet you know — savs he kills 
only for food, not pleasure.” 
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"GREENS" WASHING 


BOOK REVIEW BY MlCHAEL DONNELLY 

The Mountaineers have just published a book, 
Tree Huggers. Victory, Defeat & Renewal in the North- 
west Ancient Forest Campaign, by former Oregonian 
reporter Kathie Durbin. This book, blurbed as "com- 
pelling and comprehensive..." and "...the definitive 
history of this ongoing struggle," actually can best 
be described (as one of my friends has), as "a 300- 
page puff-piece/apologia on Andy Kerr and the 
Western Ancient Forest Campaign" or, as 1 see it, as 
"a 300-page grant proposal to the Environmental 
Grantmakers Association." 

By Durbin's criteria, a worthy activist in this 
campaign certainly didn't actually need to save any 
trees. The qualifications for inclusion in the Durbin 
pantheon seem to be: a title, a desk job, a founda- 
tion-funded paycheck and excellent self-promotion 
skills. Period. In fact, being an actual tree saver 
seems to rule one out for consideration. And, speak- 
ing of "tree huggers," isn't it a bit odd to title a book 
with the opposition's N-word for forest activists? 

This book purports to be the "definitive" history 
of the forest protection movement, yet has: less 
than a sentence on Opal Creek, the only area of 
actual ancient trees to be permanently set aside in 
the last twelve years, after years as the epicenter of 
the entire issue; no mention of how the movement 
settled on the name "Ancient Forest;" no mention 
of the Rockefeller Foundation's Donald (A1 Haig) 
Ross' "I'm in charge now" cocktail party in Port- 
land. Even Breitenbush, scene of the first old-growth 
appeals, the first lawsuit, and incidents that other 
journalists have said "nationalized the issue," mer- 
its but two paragraphs and doesn't even make 
Durbin's incomplete and inaccurate chronology. 
She captions a Breitenbush waterway photo by 
pointing out the prime salmon habitat, when De- 
troit Dam blocked salmon passage 44 years ago. 
Ironically, logger Tom Hirons, an historian of sorts 
on the other side, credits events at Breitenbush and 
Opal Creek right there in her book as the major 
reason the opposition got serious. 

But the Sugarloaf Timber Sale gets fifteen pages of 
lame analysis. This was a devastating defeat that 
should have never happened. Some predicted it 
would never happen, given assurances from their 
contact in the administration, Jim Lyons, and assur- 
ances from Andy Kerr that such sales would be 
bought back as a quid pro quo for the release of sales 
from the Injunction. 

In her rush to beatify Andy Kerr, Julie Norman, 
Mitch Friedman and Bonnie Phillips, Durbin insults 
the efforts of hundreds of activists who did the heavy 
work. Dinah Ross' first ever old-growth appeals and 
successful work on Wilderness additions? No men- 
tion. Karen Wood, Freda London and Mary Beth 
Nearing getting the civil disobedience effort off to a 
Ghandian start? No mention.* (Come on. A book on 
ancient forest campaigns without a single word about 
Karen Wood?) CharlotteTalberth, Mike Roselle, Mary 
Beth Nearing, Freda London and the rest of the 
Cathedral Forest Action Group's efforts and the SLAPP 
suit in the Middle Santiam? Again, no mention. 

Durbin gives David Orr and Chad Hanson's monu- 
mental victory in securing the Sierra Club's 2-1 vote 
to end commercial logging on public lands but one 
paragraph. The vote of the Salem City Council 
against further logging in their watershed merits 
but one sentence. Enola Hill? Barely on the Durbin 
radar screen. 

Durbin denigrates the efforts of front-line war- 
riors. Earth First! particularly comes in as a Durbin 
whipping boy. By Durbin's analysis, the manners 
and sartorial incorrectness of Earth First! activists 
have alienated "mainstream" people from "stand- 
ing up for the forests." 

The real story, which Durbin avoided telling, is 
how did we went from: an injunction on old- 
growth logging; Bush wanting to be the "environ- 
mental president;" "ancient forest" a household 
term; the spotted owl on the cover of Time ; A1 
(greener than Kermit the Frog) Gore and his run- 
ning mate getting elected, with a Democratic Con- 
gress to boot; the murrelet and salmon listings, 
which should have covered everything not already 
off limits... to big trees rolling down the road again? 
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HUGGERS 


Victory , Defeat & Renewal 


in the Northwest Ancient Forest Cavipaian 



Durbin's cavalier and completely clueless treat- 
ment of the Deal of Shame, the Chlopak/Owens 
treason, the Sierra Club Legal Defense Fund/injunc- 
tion release/Kerr backstab of Larry Tuttle, and the 
Clinton collaboration years, is especially shameless 
and a clear suck-up to the mega-foundations who 
supported, if not directed, these capitulations. Be- 
lieve me, there's a reason the big foundations won't 
fund Forest Voice, Wild Forest Review or, heaven 
forbid, the Earth First! Journal. Without a doubt, 
wh£n the real history is written, the arrival on the 
scene of the foundations and their henchmen and 
women will be seen as the beginning of the end. 
Never forget; we were winning until then. As south- 
west forest activist Sam Hitt once said, the entry of 
the big foundations had the effect of a "Death Star" 
unleashed upon the movement. 

While Durbin sings praise and wastes space on the 
Mitch Friedmans of the movement trumpeting the 
foundations' support of their virtual wildlands pro- 
posals, actual wildlands are going down at uncon- 
scionable rates. When Durbin praised Friedman's 
uncalled-for excoriation of front-line activists who 
were camping in the snow defending those actual 
wildlands at last Spring's Ashland Forest Confer- 
ence and didn't even mention Leslie Hemstreet's 
now-legendary performance-art rebuttal, you know 
clearly where Durbin aligns. 

One telling episode Durbin recounts concerns a 
protest at the offices of Congressman Norm Dicks 
(D-WA). During the January 1996 action, National 
Audubon board member Helen Engle said, "We 
really believed when we signed on to the Clinton 
Forest Plan that the war would be over. We just feel 
that we've been cheated." 

Never mind that for years the national groups 
denied ever having "signed on to the Clinton Forest 
Plan." Perhaps, when these forest Petain's surren- 
dered, they really did think that the "war was over." 
They conveniently forgot the old "to the victor goes 
the spoils" maxim. (Or is that Maxxam?) To the 
losers goes the grant money and a place in a feeble 
history by, for and about a self-proclaimed elite. 

I find very little good to say about this revisionist 
tome. As a 25-year activist involved deeply in the 
issue and one who has been around for many of the 
seminal events, I can say that only James Montieth 
is treated fairly. And even he is robbed of credit for 
some of his famed strokes of brilliance. 

"Definitive history," my ass! Someday, someone 
will write a righteous history of what's been going on 
here in the Great Northwest. For now, save your 
money and the pulp (recycled— at least the publisher 
got one thing right) and forget this sloppy fiction. 


My Response to Donnelly's 
"GREENS" WASHING 
Book Review 

by Kathie Durbin 

Michael Donnelly rushed to judgment and it shows 
in his instant "review" of my new book, Tree Huggers: 
Victory, Defeat St Renewal in the Northwest Ancient Forest 
Campaign, a review produced just a day and a half after 
I personally put the book in his hands. 

Donnelly apparently chose to index-surf rather than 
carefully read the book from cover to cover. Other- 
wise, he would not assert: "The qualifications for 
inclusion in the Durbin pantheon of tree huggers 
seem to be: a title, a desk job and a foundation-funded 
paycheck." If that's true, how did Karen Coulter, Mark 
Winstein, Carl Ross, Gere Payton, Ron Mitchell, Francis 
Eatherington, Susan Prince and other impoverished, 
committed and effective activists manage to get in- 
cluded? 

Donnelly questions my use of what he calls "the 
opposition's N-word" as the book's title. In my preface 
(p. 11) I explain the rationale for my title and its 
intended metaphorical meaning. Most reviewers at 
least make it past the preface. 

A few other reality checks: 

• I chose to focus on the Sugarloaf timber sale 
protests of October 1995 not because they represented 
a victory but because they marked a turning point — 
the galvanizing moment when grassroots activists 
and members of the national groups came together to 
oppose Logging Without Laws. 

• Donnelly also asserts that "Earth First! particularly 
comes in as a Durbin whipping boy." In fact, Earth 
First! gets praise for its role in leading the return to 
direct action after the salvage logging rider went into 
effect in 1995. Yes, I quoted from Mitch Friedman's 
speech at the 1996 Ancient Forest Conference. It was 
a defining moment. So was the incredibly gutsy 11- 
month standoff between Cascadia Forest Defenders 
and the Forest Service, which is introduced in the 
second paragraph of my prologue (p. 13) and picked 
up again in the final chapter and the Epilogue. ("The 
victory was a testament to the raw physical courage 
and commitment of activists who had refused to back 
down." p. 289) The book's final section, Renewal, 
even opens with a great Sky Shiviah photo of warriors 
at the Warner Creek barricade. 

• No mainstream journalist covered the events 
surrounding the Deal of Shame more thoroughly and 
fairly than I. Donnelly calls this coverage "cavalier and 
completely clueless" and "especially shameless and a 
clear suck-up to the mega-foundations who supported, 
if not directed, these capitulations." In fact, the Clinton 
administration's heavy-handed pressure tactics and 
the stance of the foundations and the national groups 
get full treatment in the chapter called "Splitsville." So 
does Larry Tuttle's experience with the Pew funders. 
Yes, I gave Tom Wathen of Pew a chance to respond. 
It's called journalism. 

• Donnelly betrays his ignorance of the book pub- 
lishing business when he complains that I give short 
shrift to the historic Sierra Club vote to end commer- 
cial logging in national forests (p. 287) and the Salem 
City Council's opposition to logging in the Salem city 
watershed (p. 287-88) . These events happened in April 
and June of 1996 respectively, during revision and 
final copy editing of my manuscript. Working closely 
with the editor, I was able to add them to the epilogue 
literally days before the book went to press. 

I could go on, but why should I justify my book to 
Michael Donnelly? In 100,000 words, I attempted to. 
trace the trajectory of the most important conserva- 
tion campaign of the late 20th century and the inter- 
play of science, law and conservation politics in this 
saga. I could not name every activist or chronicle every 
event. David Seideman wrote an entire book about the 
battle for Opal Creek, Breitenbush and the North 
Santiam. Bill Deitrich wrote about Millennium Grove 
in The Final Forest. I have enormous respect for Karen 
Wood and others who have given their lives to this 
cause. The fact that this particular book, does not 
name them all in no way diminishes their contribu- 
tions. ("I regret that I could not mention each one by 
name in this book and that so many stories of courage 
and dedication had to go untold." p. 12) 

continued on next page 


Brightness Of Brightness 


MUSIC REVIEWED BY CASEY NeILI. 

Timothy Hull's music is known to many EFIers in 
the Northwest who have seen him around camp- 
fires. At long last, a recording of 1 1 new songs 
entitled Brightness of Brightness has been released. 
Nearly every song invokes the spirit of the wild and 
our struggles to stop the destruction of its majesty. 
This album is an uplifting travel log of environmen- 
tal activism, Earth-based mysticism and poetry, 
with Timothy's outstanding guitar playing and sing- 
ing as a tour guide. 

Musically, the material on 'Brightness of Bright- 
ness' ranges from trance-like meditations ("Ferry 
Me Over") to full rock. The instrumentation is 
Timothy and his guitar, with Bob Conger ripping up 
the drumset on the upbeat tunes. Traditional Celtic 
sensibility informs much of the melody and phras- 
ing, with alternate guitar tunings providing deep 
drones on the bottom end. His guitar playing is 
fantastic by any standard, and it gives warm backing 
to the lyrics. 

Timothy's songs hit you on an intensely personal 
level, especially for anyone who has ever stood on the 
front lines- of eco-activism. The most anthem-like 
song is "Tough Reckoning," which cries out against 
those who erode mountainsides with roads, and level 
forests with saws. "Sacramento River Time" recalls 


the contaminating train spill a few years back: 

"Now the Sacramento River isn 't what it used to be/No 
fish come home to spawn there, no fish alive to see/ And 
I passed up the chances to watch your living waters flow/ 
The scope of what I really lost I may never know." 

Appropriation of Native American spirituality is 
directly confronted in "The View From the Shore": 

"Let us remember and never forget that justice is a far 
away prize/For the Native's living in a shadowed America 
suffering under its lies/Let us remember that the view 
from theboatis different than the view from the shore..." 

This song recognizes the roots of spiritually iso- 
lated Americans seeking meaning, while slamming 
new-age apathy towards the ongoing genocide of 
Indigenous cultures. 

"My Shirt" is a driving Ani Di Franco-esque cel- 
ebration of wearing a shirt stained with menstrual 
blood and society's misguided attitudes about bodily 
fluids. "In this world of images of women naked 
bound and gagged, 1 feel alright about wearing a 
different flag, a different flag!" 

The centerpiece to this recording is "The Old 
Stories" (built upon later in "The Old Roads") which 
calls forth the other world and asks that we welcome 
it into our lives: 

"Where is the place that the spirits can go when we 
discover and pave on the last of their homes, they can 
come live with me, and already do and I give them room 



so how about you, I believe in the twilight and I believe 
in the dew ofNiamh and Ossien I believe in them too, I 
believe the old stories I don't care if they're true, they're 
true if you believe them and that's what I do. " 

"Brightness of Brightness" carries this sense of 
magic, loss and hope throughout. It's not filled with 
humorous campfire sing-a-longs or woo eco-chant, 
but it is both uplifting and intensely spiritual. A 
listen is like a long walk through a dark shrouded 
forest, and coming out onto the beach at twilight 
having found the courage within to keep on keep- 
ing on. Check it out. 


Durbin Responds to Donnelly's Review, cont.. 


continued from previous page 

With hard choices to make, I elected 
to keep my eye on the main political 
story line while introducing new play- 
ers who have advanced the campaign 
since 1989, when I began covering 
this story firsthand. My book is the 
first to detail the Clinton 
administration's legacy, the role of 
the 104th Congress and the environ- 
mental and political fallout from the 
salvage logging rider. In telling this 
tale, I gave credit where credit was 
due — even when that meant recog- 
nizing the contributions of national 
groups and ONRC, thereby failing 
Donnelly's political litmus test. 

Don't take out your bruised ego on 
me, Michael. If you don't like my book, 
here's a thought: Write your own. 

Michael Donnelly responds: 

I didn't call this book "the definitive 
history." The author and her publishers 
did. 

Would a "definitive history" of the 
Civil Rights Movement be able to ignore 
Selma or the Bus Boycott simply because 
other writers already had written about 
such seminal events? You'd think "the 
most important conservation campaign 
of the late 20th century" would deserve a 
more thorough history. 

Kathie asserts, "With hard choices to 
make, I elected to keep my eye on the main 
political story line while introducing new 
players who have advanced the campaign 
since 1989..." 

The main political story (and the one 
Durbin avoided telling) is: How did we go 
from an injunction on old growth logging, 

Bush wanting to be the "environmental 
president," "ancient forest" a household 
term, the Spotted Owl on the cover of 
TIME, THEN Al (greener than Kermit the 
Frog) Gore and his running mate getting 
elected with a Democratic Congress to I Breitenbush Rivers are Wild and Scenic 
boot, then the murrelet and salmon list- 1 Rivers. The Salem City Council is now on 
ings which should have covered every- I record opposing further liquidation of our 
thing not already off limits... to big trees \watershed. The tide may be turning our 
rolling down the road again? That's not nvay in my favorite areas. Some of us have 
what I call advancing a campaign. most certainly "advanced the campaign 


/ since 1989," not to mention what we'vX 
done all along. Hell, those trees at Opal\ 
Creek are the only ancient trees perma- J 
If indeed "the Clinton administration's \nently set aside in the last twelve years! { 
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heavy-handed pressure tactics and the 
stance of the foundations and the na- 
tional groups get full treatment..., " then 
this question would be answered. 

Twelve people (groups) made the deci- 
sion to give up the Injunction and not 
pursue an appeal of Dwyer without con- 
sulting the greater movement. Who those 
folks (groups) are and who funds them is 
critical to understanding the answer to 
the questions I pose above. The Philadel- 
phia Inquirer and the Wall Street Jour- 
nal recently took a good look behind the 
curtains at Pew. Now, that's journalism. 

Time has passed. The rationales of 
those who negotiated the surrender have 
been proven false. Andy Kerr said that as 
a result of the Deal of Shame, the admin- 
istration would buyback particularly odi- 
ous sales like Sugarloaf and that industry 
would return sales that they had bid too 
high on. In fact, no trees were bought back . 
or returned. The justifications were obvi- 
ously lame. "We had to give up the 
Injunction, because if we didn't, we'd get 
a rider." To not analyze these prognosti- 
cations in light of what actually tran- 
\ spired and to not answer my above ques- 
tion is intellectual dishonesty. 

Julie Norman says of Sugarloaf, "It 
feels like a double-cross." To feel that 
way, there must have been some reason to 
believe that it wasn't inevitable (as it is 
now spun.) She must have felt she had a 
deal, but the administration didn't hold 
up their end. "The galvanizing moment 
when grassroots activists and members of 
the national groups came together to op- 
pose Logging Without Laws" seems an 
awful lot like closing-the -barn-door after 
-the -fact grandstanding to me. 
i'~Now, as to the personal stuff; my ego's 
not bruised. I'm celebrating! Opal Creek is 
mow Wilderness, the Little North Fork 
j Santiam is a Scenic Recreation Area and 
I Elkhom Creek and the North and South 


The reason for these victories: "Endless 
pressure, endlessly applied. " Thousands of 
people stood up and said "No. No. And, 
fiirthermore, NO!," to the cutting of Opal 
Creek. We were on the cusp of replicating 
such victories region-wide. Melanie Rowland 
tells it like it is right there in Kathie's book: 
"what looks firm and principled in one 
situation (Republicans in the White 
House — my interpretation) looks rigid and 
uncompromising in another (Democrats). " 


j Well, when it comes to cutting ancient \ 
trees, I will continue to be "rigid and j 
uncompromising" no matter who is in thej 
White House, no matter what their car-i 
j rots or sticks. The real galvanizing mo- 
j mentwill be when the mainstream groups 
come together and oppose any and all J 
hogging on public lands. 

And, don’t worry Kathie, the book is 
being written. I'd never be so bold as to 
call it the "definitive" history, but an 
activist history it will be. 

PS. I'll debate you on the history anytime, 
anyplace. 


C0NCERNE&T7 


The Caretaker Gazette is a unique 
newsletter containing job openings, 
advice & information for property 
caretakers, housesitters & landowners 
Published since 1983, each issue has 
80+ property caretaking job oppor- 
tunities, worldwide.Property caretak- 
ers enjoy rent-free living in desirable 
locations. On ly$l 5/half yr, or$24/ yr. 

Source for „ 



\ ym 

The Caretaker Gazette, 1 845 Deane- 
EF, Pullman WA 991 63 .Credit card 
orders, please call: (509) 332-0806. 
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SINGLES /- m-xi 
NEWSLETTER 

inks compatible, 
socially conscious 
singles who care 
about the earth, 
the environment, 
and a healthy 
society. 

Nationwide • All ages * Since 1984 

BOX 444-EF 

LENOX DALE, MA 01242 
or (413)445-6309 


Foundation For A New Consciousness: 
Transform yourself through literature, 
art, music. $10. Free brochure. 

Westgate House, 56 Westgate, 
San Francisco, CA 94127-2738 


Left Bank Distribution 



Radical, anarchist & alternative books, pamphlets & zines. 
1404 18th Ave, Seattle, WA 98122 (206)322-2868 
Call or write fora free catalog! 
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CREATIVE INSPIRATIONS WANTED 

ANARCHO-ORGANIC WIMMIN'S ZEEN 

SEND POEMS, ART, RECIPES, STORIES, 

RANTS, CONSPIRACT THEORIES AND DIRTY LAUNDRY 

Limited time offer, No Satisfaction Guaranteed 

submit by December 1 0 

ZEEN DEPOSIT 
P. O. BOX 34 12 
TUCSON, AZ 85722 
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Paper Company 

American-Milled 
Tree-Free Papers 

Quality paper products made 
with environmental integrity. 
Living Tree Paper Company 
supports the use of alternatives to 
wood for pulp and paper. Our 
Irroducts show that earth friendly 
paper can be elegant and archival. 


hemp • esparto grass • bamboo • 
• agricultural by-products • 

• post-consumer recycled fibers 


1430 Willamette Street, Suite 367 • Eugene, OR 97401 
email: talkeavcs@igc.apc.org • Fox (541) 687-7744 
1 - 800 - 309-2974 • ( 541 ) 342-2974 
<, Call or Write for a Free Catalog! 


Subscribe to the 
Journal to Know 
What’s Good for Ya 


Subscribe to: 


the Nuclear Resister 

"a chronicle of hope” 

Since 1980, your connection to the anti-nuclear 
direct action movement. Action reports, 
peace prisoner support, writings trom Jail. 
$18/10 issues trom the Nuclear Resister. 

P.O. Box 43383. Tucson. A Z 85733. 

Free sample Issue on request. 

50 Years is Enough 

’ •: 



HardCore (Gear) 

( ma Je by an J f or aclivisls (o fil our rugged needs) 

For ike price of a commercial pack you can gel a custom pack 
made lo your specifications. HardCore packs and kivy sacs are 
ma de ky N^^ aclivisls and feature a lecknically superior design 
made wilk recycled materials. F. USE NO DUPONT 
PRODUCTS unlike olker manufacl urers wko use prison lakor, 
swealskops and Dupont fikers. Si rudy material used is more 
durakle ikan typical packs. O' r i l ir.il seams art* sewn I limes lo 
insure slrcnglk an J J ura bililv. 

Pick your colors; wkile as smm. kl.tr k as rugkt. green as loresl, ami 
kroun as a tree seem lo ko very popular. Designs can accomodate 
any special needs e.g. large or kulkv equipment, luninm... 

Cukic inck capacity & price: 

3000 " is 5200 ; - 1300 " is 5300 ; 6000 " is 5330 ; Bivy Sac is 5110 
Oonlacl Joe Dikee al ( 206 ) 329-5313 from 8-10 pm 

10% OF PROFITS GO TOWARD DIRECT ACTION 



Sooklng The Good Ufe-ForTho Common Go odl 
P.0. Box 6/48. Uept IF; Pine Mountain, CA 93222-6/48 
805.242.1047 fax 805.242.5704 
e-mail: countryink@igc.apc.org 
h ttp ://ww w. igc.apc.org/co comag/ 

A Project Of EARTH ALERT, a Nonprofit Corporation. 


SHOWDOWN AT THE OP CORRAL 


by poet & mountaineer Richard Hale 

A Satire On Ecological Madness And Political Foolery 


It’s the year 2000 and the planet-rapers 
are singing their sick song ever louder: 

W eeeeeeecceeeee — Love a Return!!! 

The profits we make on the chances we take 
it’s all bottom line but earth-caring we’ll fake 
There’s only one thing we hold dear in our lives 
despite what we say to our kids and our wives 
The money is King, we revere the Great God 
we don’t give a damn about saving the sod 
The homeless can die, women’s rights are a joke 
the resource-poor countries can go up in smoke 
We’ll fly to the moon with the money we made 
while solar nuke rays fry the eco-brigade .... 

and, as usual, the ones who are paying close 
attention to Earthly devastation are ignored, 
harassed, threatened and otherwise treated 
like the enemy when they sing about truth: 

THE ECO -DITTY 
Ozone Depletion, Global Warming 
darn the facts but they just keep on coming 
Ewvvery time you turn around you see 
a man-made Hell headin’ for you and me! 
Acid Rain and Greenhouse Gases 
is what they’re leaving for our lads and lasses 
They know that it doesn’t make any sense 
but, oh, what the heck, it’s an inheritance! 



from ECOLOGY PRESS. This is a wickedly satirical tale of power, sexism, racism, OP 
and global warming, and the most prophetic novel of the modern era you’ll ever read. 

I « 

•V'; \ ' 

$ 19.95, includes shpg, please add sales tax if applicable. Visa/MC. 537 p, 7x10, s/c Int. Ed. 

-A . . . • ..... 

To Order: 1-888-ECOTONE, fax 1-888-ECOBOOK. Mail: PO Box 609, Tonopah, AZ 85354 
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Things to Do and other stuff 


Buy Nothing Day November 29 California Forests in Crisis 



A 24 hour moratorium 
on consumer spending 

PARTICIPATE BY NOT PARTICIPATING! 


Buy Nothing Day is a global 
campaign designed to promote 
a move towards voluntary sim- 
plicity and a move away from 
the excesses of North Ameri- 
can consumer culture. Why 
spend the first day of Christ- 
mas shopping in a packed mall 
full of petulant teenagers and 
frantic shoppers when you 
could spend the day with loved 
ones? Instead of working your- 
self into a shopping frenzy, 
"spend" November 29th prov- 
ing that the best things in life 
are free. Pay off your credit 
card, and then burn it. Take 
your family or friends on a 
hike and get a natural high. 

Get involved with a local me- 
dia action group and storm the 
malls. Finally, November 29th 
need not be a brief holiday 
from consumer culture, but 
rather, a permanent vacation. 

To get your very own Buy Nothing 
Day Poster off the 'net [like the one 
above], just type in our URL which is: 
http://www.adbusters.org/adbusters/ 
Pop/buynothingday.html Then click 
on the icon that says "Download 
poster" and you're off and running. 

Write a story for your local college 


H@G R@G 

The Anarchist H@G R@G #1 is 
out — you too can have your very 
own copy of this thick zine full of 
RAD womn's words, rants and 
art. Please send $2.00 and/or that 
much in stamps. The deadline for 
the next issue is December 1— the 
theme will be alternative womns 
health, preventative care— specifi- 
cally regarding Candida and self- 
done abortions. Please send your 
writings and artwork (desperate 
plea for more art and fun comix 
stuff) to: H@G R@G POB 183, 
Harmony, Maine 04942. 


newspaper, make posters, raise hell, 
and overthrow the evil empire. The 
more attention we generate, the better. 

November 29th: When Buying 
Nothing means Everything. 

For more information, contact Adbusters 
at (604) 736-9401; fax (604) 737-6021; 
e-mail: adbusters@adbuster.org 

Cove/Mallard 
Strategy Session 

Come to beautiful Boise, Idaho this 
winter to strategize the future of Cove/ 
Mallard. The meeting will be January 
3-5, 1997. For more info call the North- 
ern Rockies Preservation Project at 
(208) 345-8077. For information about 
the SLAPP suit or other C/M current 
events call (801) 379-8925 or, if you're 
dead broke, (800) 889-5277. 


FORESTS ARE NOT FOR LOGGING 
bumper stickers - white on green 
send $2 per sticker to: 

Corroding Conformity Stickers 

2938 E. Walnut #8 

Port Angeles, WA 98362 


On Saturday, November 16, 1996, 
El Bosque Pumalin Foundation, in 
association with the Foundation for 
Deep Ecology, will host a symposium 
entitled "California Forests in Crisis." 
This two-part conference is designed 
to provide a strategy forum for local 
forest activists and an educational 
forum for the public and local media 
on the urgent ecological crisis facing 
our forests. 

The goal of the forum will be to 
provide attendees with the new 
information and skills needed to 
combat the destruction of California's 


For years, representatives of envi- 
ronment, labor, tribal, community and 
other organizations from Washing- 
ton, Oregon, British Columbia and 
beyond have been discussing the need 
to work together for the prevention of 
toxic pollution. Out of this discus- 
sion, a new group has formed called 
the "Zero Toxics Alliance." 

The group was brought together by 
the very real impacts of the produc- 
tion, use and release of toxics into our 
daily lives — toxic exposures on the 
job and in our neighborhoods. In the 
Pacific Northwest, fish have been con- 
taminated with dioxins and other pol- 
lutants, hurting our livelihoods and 
contaminating our bodies. Bald eagles, 
seals and other wild creatures of the 


The Meatless Day campaign is a warn- 
ing about the destruction provoked by 
the unconsciousness of man, who burns 
the forest without the slightest com- 
passion for the creatures that live there. 

It is a warning for this being, called 
human, to correct his attitudes and to 
regain the respect of all his fellow crea- 
tures and live in harmony with nature. 

How can you participate in this noble 
cause? 

• Do not eat meat and promote a meat- 
free diet on November 25 


remaining ancient forests. Held at UC 
Berkeley, the daytime portion of the 
symposium will begin with intensive 
workshops. The conference will bring 
together activists from the Western 
United States to compare notes and 
coordinate their efforts. The event will 
continue that evening with a large- 
format lecture aimed at the general 
public and the media to introduce them 
to the latest threats facing California's 
forests and provide a synopsis of the 
key concepts of forest ecology. For more 
information contact Elissa Anderman 
at (415) 771-1102. 


Earth are all suffering from chemical 
contamination. 

The question can no longer be "How 
much more pollution can we release?" 
It must be "How can we stop pollution 
before it starts?" 

The Zero Toxics Alliance advocates 
zero use, production and release of 
persistent and/or bioaccumulative 
toxic substances in the environment, 
workplace and home. Zero does not 
mean below some arbitrary level or 
beneath the level of detection. Zero 
means zero. 

For more information on the Zero 
Toxics Alliance contact Liz Moses or 
Carol Dansereau at 4516 University 
Way NE, Seattle, WA 98105; (206) 632- 
1545, fax 632-8661; wtc@igc.apc.org. 


• Write for free information on Meat- 
less Day 1996 including pamphlets, 
newsletters, stickers, calendars of events 

• Ask a friend to not eat meat on 
November 25 

• Spread this idea in schools, restau- 
rants and local newspapers 

For more information write to Meat- 
less Day 1996 at Mataji, Caixa Postal 
454, 70359-970 Brasilia DF, BRAZIL; or 
to the Sadhu Vaswani Mission at 10, 
Sadhu Vaswani Road, Pune, 411001, 
INDIA. 


Zero Toxics Alliance 


Meatless Day November 25 


Special Earth First! .Journal Gift Offer: 


Six-month Journal gift subs for only $101 Order two or more gift subs and you can subscribe/renew 

at only $1 5 for the entire year ($25 for a first-class subscription). 

Order five or more gift subscriptions and we’ll 

,^0^ S GIVE YOU A SIX-MONTH SUBSCRIPTION OR RENEWAL FREEI 
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art by Claus Sievert 


Make checks payable to: Earth First! Journal, Subscriptions, POB 1415, Eugene, OR 97440. This deal o' the century applies only to US subscribers, as 
the US postal service currently charges an arm and a leg for overseas mail. Please send your own gift cards. Void where prohibited by law. 
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T-SHIRTS 


h A 


( All t-shirts are 100% cotton and available in XXL for an additional $3) 



Arm 'n Wrench 

Multi-color on Yellow/Gold 
M, L, XL— $15 

Earth First! Fist 

Green on Unbleached — $12 
Black on Kelly Green or Red — $12 
Multi-color on Forest Green — $15 
Multi-color on Black — $15 

NEW! • 

Green Fist with White 
Lettering on Black — only $12 

Earth First! Tools 

Black on Unbleached — $12 

No Fucking Compromise 

White on Black — $12 



Eagle 

Black on Unbleached 
M, L, XL— $12 

A Higher Law: 

Unbroken Wilderness Forever 

Multi-color on Unbleached — $12 

Visualize Direct Action 

Black and White on Unbleached — $12 

z e. 



BUMPERSTUFFERS 

All bumperstickers $1.00 unless otherwise indicated 


•AMERICAN WILDERNESS: 

LOVE IT OR LEAVE IT ALONE 
•ANOTHER MORMON ON DRUGS 
ANTI-GRAZING ASSORTMENT 
(on non-removeable paper @ $3/doz) 

•COPULATE DON’T POPULATE 
•DARWIN (words inside fish w/ legs) 

•DEVELOPERS GO BUILD IN HELL 
•DON’T LIKE ENVIRONMENTALISTS? 

PUT THEM OUT OF WORK 
•DREAM BACK THE BISON, SING BACK THE SWAN 
•EARTH FIRSTI 

•END CORPORATE DOMINANCE 
•HAYDUKE LIVES! 

•I’D RATHER BE MONKEYWRENCHING 
•IF YOUR PECKER WAS AS SMALL AS MINE, 
YOU’D NEED A MUSCLE WAGON, TOO 
(on non-removeable paper @ .50 ea) 

•I’M POLLUTING THE PLANET! 

•LOVE YOUR MOTHER, DON’T BECOME A FATHER 
•LOVE YOUR MOTHER, DON’T BECOME ONE 


•NATIVE (w/ blue and green earth graphic) 

•NATURE BATS LAST 

•NOT POLITICALLY CORRECT 

•MONKEYWRENCH THE MILLENNIUM 

•PAY YOUR RENT, WORK FOR THE EARTH 

•QUESTION TECHNOLOGY 

•REAL MEN DON’T SHOOT WOLVES 

•REAL MEN GET VASECTOMIES 

•RESIST MUCH, OBEY LITTLE 

•SAVE THE DAMMED SALMON 

•SAVE THE WILD 

•STOP CLEARCUTTING 

•STOP CLEARCUTTING 

(on non-removeable paper @ .50 ea) 

•STOP PUBLIC LANDS RANCHING 
•STOP THE FOREST SERVICE, 

SAVE OUR WILD COUNTRY 
•SUBVERT THE DOMINANT PARADIGM 
•THANK YOU FOR NOT BREEDING 
•THINK GLOBALLY, ACT LOCALLY 
•VISUALIZE INDUSTRIAL COLLAPSE 


More Stuffable EF! Stuff 


Fist Caps 

Block harmful UV radiation 
and look damn cool doing it! 
Collect all four! 

(100% cotton, adjustable ) 

Tan $12 
Desert Camo $12 
Brown Forest Camo $12 
Green Forest Camo $12 


Fist Patch 

Quality 3-inch patches for your 
daypack, jacket or your butt! 
Earth First! Fist $3 

Rubber Stamps 

Sturdy wood-block stamps 
made from unfinished scrap. 
Earth First! Fist $5 
Earth First! Tools $5 


Silent Agitators 

Little 1.5-inch stickers good for 
your bike or your bulldozer. 
Earth First! Fist 30/$2 
Earth First! Tools 30/$2 
No Deal, Assholes 30/$2 

Window Stickers 

3-inch stickers for high visability 

EF! Fist 4/$l Anti-Grazing 8/$l 


New 

Stocking' 

Stuffers 


Inch-long, highly detailed 
silver monkeywrenches 
made by a movement artist 
who melts down silverware 
she liberates from the CEOs of 
multinational corporations. 
Very stylish. 

•Dangle earring— $10 each 
•Post earring — $10 each 
•Lapel pin/tie tack — $12 
•Pendant on silver chain — $15 


BANDANAS 

Unbleached, cotton bandanas with 
slogans printed in water-based ink. 
Two designs. Can be folded to display 
one of four EF! /\ slogans 
proudly on / \ your 

forehead. 




_ x RESIST MUCH 

SUVe \ OBEY LITTLE 

the Wild! 

Green on 
Unbleached — $3 



Fuck Shit Up 

Black on Green — $3 


Wrench in the New Year with the new 

Earth First! 1997 Calendar 

New Anniversaries! • New Photos! 


only $8 
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ECO-MUSIC 


Austin Lounge Lizards 

Marvelous country-bluegrass satire. 
Lizard wit must be heard to be fully 
appreciated and laughed at. 

"Lizard Vision" LIVE! Brain Dam- 
age, Jesus Loves Me (But He Can't 
Stand You) TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 
"Paint Me on Velvet" Grandpa's 
Hologram, Lusters' Motel, Paint Me on 
Velvet TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 
"Highway Cafe of the Damned" 
Industrial Strength Tranquilizer, Acid 
Rain, Dallas/T exas, When Drunks Go Bad 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $17 
"Creatures From the Black Saloon" 
Saguaro, Anahuac, Hot Tubs of Tears, Old 
& Fat & Drunk TAPE— $ 1 2 • CD— S 1 7 

Darr yl Cherney No one can 

create a campaign song as fast as 
Darryl. He's a campfire favorite. 
"Timber" Arizona Power Lines, Earth 
Night Action, Who Bombed Judi Bari?, 
Which Side Are You On TAPE — $12 
"They Sure Don't Make Hippies 
Like They Used To!" Free the Dead, 
Spike a Tree For Jesus, We're All Dead 
Ducks, Xerox the Money TAPE — $12 
"I Had to Be Born This Century" 
Earth First!, Mosquito Party, It's CAMP, 
Ballad of the B.L.M. TAPE— $12 

Alice Di Micele Alice is 

arguably the Northwest's most 
talented singer/songwriter. Her voice 
and lyrics cut straight to your heart. 
"Naked" Trouble in Mind, Out of 
Control, Make it Last, The TV Song, 

Out of Control TAPE — $12 • CD — $16 
"Searching" Defend the Earth, 

Land of Broken Promises, Lift Us Up 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $16 
"Too Controversial" American Dream, 
I Won't Say Good-bye, Everybody Needs 
to be Free TAPE — $12 • CD — $16 
"It's a Miracle" All or Nothing, Not 
for Sale, The God in You, First Snow, 
The Beaver Song TAPE — $12 
"Make a Change" Let it Rain, Wise 
Old Woman, Leonard Peltier, Dis- 
mantle, In a Gentle Way TAPE — $12 

EXIT-13 Green, psychedelic 

music that advocates monkey- 
wrenching, vegetarianism and hemp. 
"Don't Spare the Green Love" 

Spare the Wrench Surrender the Earth, My 
Minds Mine, Gaia, Impaled CD — $12 
"Ethos Music" Earth First!, Only 
Protest Gives a Hope of Life, 

Reeva lua te Life! CD — $ 1 2 


Robert Hoyi Robert has 

impressed numerous audiences with 
his virtuoso guitar playing and 
home-grown lyrics. 

"Dumpster Diving Across America" 
Gasoline and Coffee, Trees, Quittin' 
Time, Hemlock Grove, Why Should I 
Care TAPE— $10 • CD— $15 
"As American As You" 

Apple Pie, Red Mud, Good Americans, 

It's One of Ours, Enough, Shovelin' Mud 
NOW ON CD! TAPE— $10 • CD— $15 

Greg Keeler Goofy, intelli- 
gent, country-western parody, 
Keeler's songs poke fun at every- 
thing worth poking fun at. 
"Enquiring Minds" An Excuse to Go 
Drinkin', House Husband Blues, Forest 
Circus, Planet of Morons TAPE — $9 
"Post-Modern Blues" Lament of the 
Laundromat; P-U-B-L-I-C L-A-N-D-S; 
Swiss Army Beatitudes TAPE — $9 
"Bad Science Fiction" 

Cow College Calypso, Nuclear Waste Blues, 
If Bears Could Whistle, Nuclear Dioxin 
Queen, Duct Tape Psalm TAPE — $9 
"Talking Sweet Bye & Bye" There'll 
Come A Revolution, Facilitators from the 
Sky, Ski Yellowstone, Death Valley Days, 
Idaho, Little Bitty Bugs TAPE — $9 
"Songs of Fishing, Sheep and 
Guns in Montana" Drinkin' My 
Blues Away, Fossil Fuel Cowboy, Last 
Great American Cookout TAPE — $9 

NEW! Keep It Wild! 

14 songs from seven of our favorite EF! 
musicians: Darryl Cherney, Alice Di 
Micele, Robert 1 loyt, Dana Lyons, Casey 
Neill, Peg Millett and Joanne Rand 
"Keep It Wild!" TV God, The Beaver 
Song, Flaming Arrows, Live Like a 
Prayer, Remember Me, Earth First!, 
Bottom of the Land Phil 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $16 



Dana Lyons Dana's soulful 

voice and strong guitar convey a 
powerful, often humorous, message 
about the state of our world. 

NEW! "Cows with Guns" Geronimo, 
Native Forest Song, Canyon, Song for 
Rod Coronado, Prayer for This Land 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $16 
"Turn of the Wrench" Dancing in 
the Dirt, Cry of the Forest, TV God, 
Turn of the Wrench, I Saw Blood 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $16 
"Animal" RV, I Am an Animal, 
Building One in My City, I Saw His 
Body, Timebomb, The Tree TAPE — $12 
"At Night they Howl at the Moon — 
Environmental Songs for Kids" 

(with John Seed) Willy the Wombat, The 
Tree, We Don't Want to Live in the Zoo 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $16 

Peg Millett Longtime efi 

activist and convicted monkey- 
wrencher, Peg has one of the most 
beautiful voices you'll ever hear. 
"Clear Horizon" Living Planet, 
Testimony, Walk this Trail, Live Like a 
Prayer Tape — $12 • CD — $17 
"Gentle Warrior" Forever Wild, High 
Plateau, There is Power, What's Left of 
the West, Wild Things TAPE — $12 

Ned Mudd 

and his Rustic Band 

Ned's music is neither technically 
nor politically correct. Many of the 
songs were recorded in a burned-out 
warehouse, but they sound great! 
"Fine Time in America" 

Suburbia Blues, Gone are the Days, 
Nation of Sheep, Vacation from the 
Rest of the World TAPE — $8 

Casey Neill With inspiring. 

Earth-based lyrics and jamming 
guitar, Casey is a favorite EF! musician 
and an uncompromising activist. 
"Pawprints" All My Relations, Naked 
Underneath Your Clothes, Resistance!, 
The Power, G.O.P. TAPE— $12 
"riffraff" Dancing on the Ruins (of 
Multinational Corporations), Flaming 
Arrows, Disorder, The Codfisher 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $16 

Bill Oliver The bard of 

Texas sings witty and rollicking 
songs at campfires and rallies. 

"Better Things To Do" Turtle Island, 
Champ!, Rio Grande Valley, Muir Power 
to You, Better Things to Do TAPE — $9 
"Texas Oasis" Have to Have a Habi- 
tat, Pretty Paper/Pretty Trees, Shopping 
Maul, Village Creek TAPE— $9 


Only One Earth 

The original eco-music sampler is 
back by popular demand! Lonnquist, 
Oliver, Ostrow, Small, Cranston, Di 
Micele, Johnson, Rand, Mudd, 
Waldeck, Clifford, Keeler, Lyons, 
Stoltz and Grace... need we say more? 
"Voices of the New Ecology" Manly 
Men, Subsidized Stumps, We Want the 
Whole Thing Back, Living on Borrowed 
Time, Warrior of the Earth TAPE — $12 

Joanne Rand Joanne's strong 
and versatile voice climbs and 
dances through her powerful songs. 
"Choosing Sides" Koyaanisqatsi, 
Gotta Give All You Have, Privileged 
Class, Our Children's Children, I Love It 
TAPE— $12 • CD— $16 
"Home" I'll Be Washed Away, Home, 
Blood Red, Radiation on My Wind- 
shield, Eyes Like Salmon TAPE — $12 
"The Monkey Puzzle" (with the 
Little Big Band) Earth My Body, Wolf 
at the Door, South End Story, Song for 
No One TAPE— $12 • CD— $16 

Walkin ' Jim Stoltz 

Walkin' Jim's deep, powerful voice 
and wilderness-inspired lyrics will 
send shivers up your spine and 
launch a howl in your heart. 

"The Vision" Wild Wind, Thinking 
Like a Mountain, The Food Chain 
Song, Way Out West TAPE — $10 
"A Kid for the Wild" Manfred the 
Mopey Moose, Ain't Easy Bein' An 01' 
Grizzly Bear, If I Were a Tree, Wild 
Things Need Wild Places TAPE — $9 
"Listen to the Earth" River Runnin' 
Through It, Listen to the Earth, I'm Goin' 
Back to Idaho, Sacred Buffalo TAPE — $9 
"Forever Wild" I Walk with the Old 
Ones, Green and Growing, Wolf Song, 
Just a Part of the Sky TAPE — $9 
"Spirit Is Still On The Run" 

All Along the Great Divide, Lone Lion 
Runs, Yellowstone Tales, Lone Coyote 
Ways, The Writing on the Rock TAPE — $9 

Tree Throb and thrash to the 
passion of TREE. Their hard core 
version of reality is sure to warp 
yours — 
for the better! 

"Earth First! 

Profits Last!" 

Freedom Rock, 

Squatters Rights, 

Negative Hippie, 

Question Abuse, 

Don't Chop Me 
Down 

TAPE —only $7 
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EF! Merchandise Order Form 

Description 


Quantity 



Clip and send to: EF! Merchandise, 
POB 1415, Eugene, OR 97440 USA 
Color Size Price 














v 


















NAME 

TOTAL 

STREET 



CITY 


STATE 


ZIP 


COUNTRY. 


(foreign orders 
add 15%) 


Allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. Call us at (541) 741-9191 if you haven’t received your order. Please use this form for ordering. Thanks! 
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NEW BOOKS MAKE GREAT GIFT 


Anarchist 

Farm 

By Jane Doe 
Judi Bari describes 
it as "a fast-paced 
fable in the tradition 
of Orwell's 
Animal Farm... 
the addition of wild 
animals in the form 
of forest defenders 
is both hilarious 
and inspiring." 
192 pages — $10 


The Big Outside 

By Dave Foreman and Howie Wolke 
A description of 385 roadless areas in the lower 48 states — 
every roadless area over 100,000 acres in the West and 
50,000 in the East. Includes locations, descriptions, some 
history, threats and status of protection. 

21 maps, list of areas by size and state, 490 pages — $17 

Desert Solitaire 

By Edward Abbey 

The New York Times Book Review says, "This book may 
well seem like a ride on a bucking bronco." Nuff said. 
Nonfiction, 295 pages — $6 

Earth First! Songbook 

The first compilation of Earth First! music in seven 
years. 77 songs/33 artists/Guitar Chords/Info — $10 

ECODEFENSE: 

A Field Guide to Monkeywrenching 

By Dave Forman and Bill Haywood 
The monkeywrencher's bible. Buy it quick before it's 
banned in your country. Extensively revised, expanded 
third edition. Ned Ludd Books, 350 pages — $18 

The End of Nature 

By Bill McKibben 

McKibben confronts the physical and psychological 
implications of the Greenhouse effect, depletion of the 
ozone layer, and the destruction of wilderness. 

Indexed, 226 pages— $12 


Ecological Resistance Movements: 
The Global Emergence of Radical 
and Popular Environmentalism 

Edited by Bron Taylor 

Essays on ecological movements; some explicitly radical 
in their tactics, and others evolved from social move- 
ments to take up ecological sustainability as their central 
objective. The issues, the trends among them, and their 
impacts and prospects. Referenced, 422 pages — 520 

Green Rage 

By Christopher Manes 

Manes describes the philosophy and history ofEF! and 
other radical groups. He analyzes Deep Ecolog y and the 
effectiveness of controversial tactics like monkeywrenching. 
Index, bibliography and footnotes. 291 pages— $15 

Grizzly Years 

By Doug Peacock 

A powerful argument for the preservation of all things wild 
and the extraordinary chronicle of a man redeemed by the 
wilderness. Photos, trade paperback, 375 pages — $13 

The Monkeywrench Gang 

By Edward Abbey 

Join Bonnie, Doc, Seldom and Hayduke on an epic 
monkeywrenching adventure. The National Observers 
says "A sad, hilarious, exuberant, vulgar fairy tale... 
it'll make you want to go out and blow up a dam. " 
Fiction, 387 pages — 57 


ferry Tempest Wi II lams 


Refuge 

By Terry 

Tempest Williams 
An unnatural story of 
life in the radioactive 
American West. 

Tempest Williams 
has created a master- 
piece interweaving her 
mother's breast cancer 
and shorebirds 
threatened by the rise 
of the Great Salt Lake. 
Bird species list, 
304 pages— $12 


Ask us for free copy of our complete merchandise catalog. 
Call now @ (541) 741-9191 or e-mail: earthfirst@igc.apc.org 


A Sand County Almanac 
with Essays on Conservation from 
Round River 

By Aldo Leopold 

Leopold takes readers with him on the road and 
through the seasons on a tour of our environment — the 
mountains and the prairies, the deserts and the 
coastlines — ever mindful of ecology and our relation- 
ship to the natural world. 

Special commemorative edition, 295 pages — $10 

Think Like a Mountain 

By John Seed, Joanna Macy, 

Pat Fleming, Arne Naess 
Readings, meditations, poems, rituals and workshop 
notes prepared on three continents reminding us that 
eco-defense is self-defense. 

Illustrated by Dailan Pugh. 128 pages — $10 

Waste of the West: 

Public Lands Ranching 

By Lynn Jacobs 

This monster of a book tells you everything you ever ' 
wanted to know about cows in the West. Contact list, 
statistics, 500-item bibliography, index, over 1,000 
illustrations (photos, cartoons, graphics, charts, maps). 
Large, coffee-table sized paperback, 602 pages— $28 

Wilderness on the Rocks 

By Howie Wolke 

Wolke argues that our public lands are scenic areas that 
lack ecological integrity and don't provide the necessary 
habitat for species survival. Tables, black & white 
photos, bibliography. Ned Ludd Books, 240 pages — $15 

FREE TABLOIDS! 

NEW! Earth First! Primer 

What is Earth First!? 

Cove/Mallard 

Ecodefense of big wilderness 

Kids for Konservation 

Environmental action for kids 

Predators 

Large predator conservation 

Voluntary Human Extinction 

Population discussion and humor 

Western Shoshone 
Defense Project 

Native support campaign 


Give the Radical Environmental Journal to All Your Friends 


~~ T~ ~ Clip and send to 

How did you hear d \ piz tcct T17C 

oftheEF! Journal? EARTH FIRST! JOURNAL oaliv 

, Don ’ t be the last one on your block to have 

Subscriptions, POB 1415 your very own collection of Earth First! 

Eugene, OR 97440 USA J ° urnals - ™ eyare ° n,y $2 l° r S?. 90 ’* 

■ editions and $3 for the rare 80’s editions. 

O * _ T . r _ . . Perfect for that collector in every family. 

$500 Lifetime Subscription 

O $25 Regular Rate CD $35 First Class Mail: US, Canada or Mexico 

CD $20 Low Income/Non-Profit/Library CD $35 Brown Bag (First Class in a plain wrapper) 

CD $35 (US$) Surface Mail, International CD $45 (US$) Air Mail, International (no foreign checks, please) 

CD $ DONATION CD $45 Corporate or Law Enforcement Rate 

Subscriber Name 


Address 
City 


State 


Country 


The Earth First! Journal subscription list is confidential. If you use an alias, make sure that the post office knows that you, 
or someone, is getting mail at your address under that name or it may not be delivered. And don ’t worry, we never trade lists. 
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MARYLAND 


TENNESSEE 


ALASKA 

Michael A. Lewis 

POB 80073, Fairbanks, AK 99708 

Mike or Billie 

POB 6197, Sitka, AK 99835 

F.F! Anchorage 

11240 Latta Cr., Anchorage, AK 99516 

ARIZONA 
Phoenix F.F! 

POB 8795, Phoenix, AZ 85066 
Arizona Wildlands Museum 
POB 24988, Tempe, AZ 85285 
Tucson EF! AZEF! Newsletter 
POB 3412, Tucson, AZ 85722 
Bradshaw F.F! 

220 Grove, Prescott, AZ 86301 
CALIFORNIA 
Northcoast EF! 

POB 4796, Areata, CA 95518 
(707) 825-8911 
Redwood Action Team 
Darryl Cherney 

POB 34, Garberville, Ecotopia 95542 
(707) 923-DEMO 
Sonoma County EF! 

POB 7544, Santa Rosa, CA 95407 
(707) 523-1229 
Bay Area EF! 

POB 83, Canyon, CA 94516 

Bay Area EF! Hotline (510) 848-8724 

Wiley Coyote 

POB 74283, Davis, CA 95617 
Davis EF!/FOW-Cascadia 
POB 73063, Davis, CA 95617 
(916) 753-1678 
Santa Cruz EF! 

POB 344, Santa Cruz, CA 95061 
(408) 425-3205 
Orange County EF! 

POB 4960-593, Irvine, CA 92616-4960 
Auto Free Orange County 
POB 338, Laguna Beach, CA 92651 
Los Angeles F.F! 

POB 4381, N. Hollywood, CA 91617 
(818) 569-5592 
Alluvial EF! 

POB 77027, #102, Pasadena, CA 91107 
(909) 422-1637 
Mojave EF! 

POB 842, Barstow, CA 92312-0842 
(619) 961-8489 
mojaveef@ehviroIirik.org 
Baja Ecotopia EF! 

POB 33663, San Diego, CA 92163 

COLO R AD O 

Walkabout 

POB 1166, Boulder, CO 80306 
(303) 938-1677, mjl@nilenet.com 
San Juan EF! 

POB 3204, Durango, CO 81302 
Wilderness Defense! 

POB 460101, Aurora, CO 80046-0101 

aq328@freenet.uchsc.edu 

Art Goodtimes 

POB 1008, Telluride, CO 81435 
Tim Haugen 
The Wild Ranch Review 
POB 81, Gulnare, CO 81042 
Gunnison Basin EF! 

POB 592, Crested Butte, CO 81224 
Roaring Fork EF! 

Ill Polo, Glenwood Springs, CO 81601 

FL ORIDA 

Big Bend EF! 

POB 20582, Tallahassee, FL 32316 
(904) 421-1559 
Alachua EF! 

3108 SE 16th Terr, Gainesville, FL 32641 
(352) 375-1454 

HAWAII 

Christopher Hope-Cowing 
POB 1031, Makawao, HI 96768 

IDAHO 

Northern Rockies Preservation 
1501 1/2 N. 13th St., Boise, ID 83702 
(208) 345-8077 
Cove/Mallard Coalition 
POB 8968, Moscow, ID 83843 
(208) 882-9755, fax 883-0727 
cove @moscow.com 
ILLI NOIS 
Chicago EF! 

POB 6424, Evanston, IL 60204 
Red Buffalo EF! 

POB 185, Normal, IL 61761 
Shawnee EF! 

913 S. Illinois, Carbondale, IL 62901 
(618) 549-7387 

IOWA 

Tallgrass Prarie EF! 

POB 1503, Iowa City, IA 52244 
jjquig@blue.uiowa.edu 

MAINE 
Maine EF! 

POB 183, Harmony, ME 04942 
Wassumkeag EF! 

POB 869, Searsport, ME 04974 


Anacostia-Rock Creek EF! 

POB 5625, Takoma Park, MD 20913 
(301) 270-0857 

MASSACHUSETTS 
Mass EF! 

POB 708, Littleton, MA 01460-2708 
Martha's Vineyard EF! 

RR 1, Box 381A 

Martha's Vinyard, MA 02568 

Paddlefish EF! 

2441 Lyndale South, Mnpls, MN 55405 

MISSOURI 

Ray O McCall 

Rt. 1, Box 89 

Mountain Grove, MO 6571 1 

Pink Planarians 

POB 7653, Columbia, MO 65205-7653 

(314) 443-6832 

74747.2052@compuserve.com 

Chinquapin Resistance 

POB 63232, St. Louis, MO 63163 

(314) 772-6463 

MONTANA 

Northern Rockies Biodiversity Project 
POB 4431, Whitefish, MT 59937 
(406) 862-4945 
Wild Rockies EF! 

POB 9286, Missoula, MT .59807 
(406) 728-5733 (message #) 
Yellowstone EF! 

POB 6151, Bozeman, MT 59715 
(406) 585-9211 
NEBRASKA 

Environmental Resource Center 
370 Bordeaux Rd., Chadron, NE 69337 
(308) 432-3458 
NEW HAMPSHIRE 
New Hampshire EF! 

POB 4101, Portsmouth, NH 03802 
NEW IERSEY 

PAW Pinelands/Kittatiny Project 

POB 506, Bloomfield, NJ 07003 

(201) 748-4322 

NEW MEXICO 

Land of Disenchantment EF! 

POB 72295, Albuquerque. NM 87195 

New Mexico Direct Action 

POB 22488, Santa Fe, NM 87502-2488 

(505) 986-8435 

NEW YORK 

Wetlands Preserve 

lames Hansen 

161 Hudson St., NY, NY 10013 
(212) 966-5244, fax 925-8715 
Foghorn 

POB 889, Westhampton Beach, NY 11978 
(516) 288-2688 

NORTH CAROLINA 
Katuah EF! 

POB 1485, Asheville, NC 28802 

OHIO 

Cleveland EF! 

17305 Grovewood Ave. 

Cleveland, OH 44119 
(216) 383-9985 
Ohio Valley EF! 

POB 17, Univ. of Cincinnati 
Cincinnati, OH 45221-1001 
(513) 281-6892 
Oberlin Earth First! 

Wilder Box 76, Oberlin, OH 44074 
Hock-Hocking Watershed EF! 
Whaley Mander 

8 N. Court St. # 307, Athens, OH 45701 
(614) 594-6400 
Piankasha EF! 

7992 Hopper Rd., Cincinatti, OH 45255 

OREGON 
Blue Heron EF! 

Reed Coll. SAO, Portland, OR 97202 
(503) 771-1112x7875 
Southern Willamette EF! 

POB 10384, Eugene, OR 97440 
(541) 343-7305, swef@efn.org 
Kangaroo EF! 

POB 332, Williams,OR 97544 
Kalmiopsis EF! 

POB 2093, Cave Junction, OR 97523 
(541) 592-3386 
Cascadia Rising! 

POB 9554, Bend, OR 97708 
Blue Mtns. Biodiversity Project 
HCR 82, Fossil, OR 97830 
PENNSYLVANIA 
Allegheny EF! 

POB 81011, Pittsburg, PA 15217 
Antoinette Dwinga 
842 Library Ave., Carnegie, PA 15106 
Scott Thiele 

RD 4, 237-A Elk Ln., Montrose, PA 18801 
Allegheny Defense Project 
POB 245, Clarion, PA 16214 
(814) 226-4918, adp@envirolink.org 


Katuah EF! 

Tennessee Valley Faction 
POB 281, Chattanooga, TN 37401 
(423) 624-3939 

Katuah EF! 

1414 Highland Ave., Knoxville, TN 37916 
(423) 524-6084 

TEXAS 
EF! Austin 

POB 7292, U. Stn., Austin, TX 78713 
(512) 320-0413, entropy@eden.com 
Corpus Christi EF! 

4114 Claudia, Corpus Christi, TX 78418 
(512) 937-6019 
East Texas EF! 

Rt. 1, Box 2120, Point Blank, TX 77364 
Ranger Hairlocks EF! 

2959 Benbrook Blvd. 

Fort Worth, TX 76109 

UTAH 

Autonomy House 

POB 11015, SLC, UT 84147 

Wild Wasatch Front 

847 W 700 S, Brigham City, UT 84302 

VERM ONT 

Two Rivers EF! 

POB 85, Sharon, VT 0506S 
Biodiversity Liberation Front 
The ALARM 

J.R., POB 804, Burlington, VT 05402 

VIRGINIA 
Virginia EF! 

Rt. 1, Box 250, Staunton, VA 22401 

(540) 885-6983 

Massive Retaliation 

2129 General Booth Blvd. #253 

Virginia Beach, VA 23454-5872 

Sherman 

POB 13192, Roanoke, VA 24031-3192 

WASHINGTON 

Jeanette Russell 

Bellingham, WA (360) 647-1680 

Seattle EF! 

POB 12124, Seattle, WA 98102 
ph/fax (206) 329-3432, can@scn.org 
Olympia EF! ENTMOOT! 

POB 12391, Olympia, WA 98508 

WEST VIRGINIA 

Central Appalachian Biodiversity Project 

Rt. 3, Box 390, Hedgesville, WV 25427 

(304) 754-9161 

WISCONSIN 

Midwest Headwaters Action 
Midwest Headwaters Journal 
731 State St., Madison, WI 53711 
(608) 255-8765 or 259-9245 
The Old Man 

235 Travis, Wisconsin Rapids, Wl 54495 

(715) 423-5636 

North Forests F.F! 

c/o Grassroots Collective 

748 Algoma Blvd., Oshkosh, WI 54901 

(414) 424-0265 

PurplEarth 

POB 645, Portage, WI 53901 
(608) 742-5415 


failed Activists 

Rod Coronado 
03895-000, FCI Unit SW 
8901 S. Wilmot Rd. 
Tucson, AZ 85706 USA 

MOVE activists’ address update 
(send a seperate letter to each one) 

Merle Austin Africa #006306 
Debbie Sims Africa #006307 
Janet Holloway Africa #006308 
Jeanine Phillips Africa #006309 
SCI-Cambridge Springs 
451 Fullerton Ave. 
Cambridge Springs, PA 16403-1238 

Michael Davis Africa #AM4973 
Charles Sims Africa #AM4975 
SCl-Gaterford, POB 244 
Gaterford, PA 194264)244 

Edward Goodman Africa #AM4974 
SCI-Camp Hill, POB 200 
Camp Hill, PA 17001-0200 

William Phillips Africa #AM4984 
Delbert Orr Africa #AM4985 
SCI-Dallas, Drawer K 
Dallas, PA 18612 


Fund for Wild Nature 

A non-profit, tax-exempt foundation 
which funds research, education and 
literature projects. Funding proposals 
and donations can be sent to: 

Fund for Wild Nature 
POB 1657, Corvallis, OR 97339 
(541) 757-1780 


EF! Projects 
£r Campaigns 1 

End Corporate Dominance 

c/o Austin EF! 

POB 7292, Austin, TX 78713 
(512) 320-0413, entropy@eden.com 
Ranching Task Force 
POB 5784, Tucson, AZ 85703 
(520) 791-2913 

Sea Defense Alliance (SeDnA) 
POB 67121, Scott s Valley, CA 95067 
Video Warriors/Wise Use Watch 
POB 2182 , Berkeley, CA 94702 
Warrior Poets Society 
ASUC Box 361 
Berkeley, CA 94720-4510 
0 Xtract from Public Lands 
EF1J, POB 1415, Eugene, OR 97440 
fax (541) 741-9192 
earthfirst@igc.apc.org 


International EF! Directory 

AUSTRALIA 

GERMANY 

Rainforest Information Centre 

EF! Germany 

POB 368, Lismore, NSW 2480 

c/o Avalon, Friedrich-Ebert-Str. 24 

(066) 21-85-05 

45127 Essen 

CANADA 

INDIA 

Coast Mountains EF! 

Anand Skaria 

1472 Commercial Drive, Box 128 

PB #14, Cochin 682001, Kerala 

Vancouver, BC V5L 3X9 

(009) 484-25435 

(604) 708-9660 

Bander Bagicha 

EF! Prince George 

Near Maurya LokPATNA-800 001 

Box 1762, Prince George, BC V2L 4V7 

Bihar, Post Box 229 

Boreal Owl 

PHILIPPINES 

Box 1053, Kamloops, BC V2C 6H2 

Ariel Betan, Green Forum 

VALLEYWATCH! 

3rd Floor, Liberty Building 

Group 8, Box 8, RR1 

Pasay Rd., Makati, Metro Manila 

Winlaw, BC V0G 2V0 

(2) 816-0986, 851-110, 818-3207 

EF! Manitoba 

Volunteers for Earth Defense 

15-222 Osborne St. South 

189 San Antonio Ext.' SFDM 

Winnipeg, Manitoba R3L 1Z3 

1 105 Quezon City 

(204) 453-9052 

POLAND 

EF! Toronto 

Workshop For A11 Beings 

POB 70, 1576 Queen St. West 

ul. Modrzewskiego 29/3 

Toronto, Ontario M6R 1A6 

43-300 Bielsko, Biala 

(416) 698-6343 

fax 0048-30-29496 

EF! Ottawa 

RUSSIA 

Box 4612 Station E 

Rainbow Keepers (10 local groups) 

Ottawa, Ontario K1S 5H8 

POB 14, Nizhni Novgorod 603082 

Autonomous Green Action 

(8312) 34-32-80, tretyput@glas.apc.org 

POB 4721, Station E 

Rainbow Keepers (Moscow) 

Ottawa, Ontario K1S 5H9 

(095) 954-91-93, rk@glas.apc.org 

EF! Montreal 

ECODEFENSE! 

Diffusion Noire 

Moskovsky prospekt 120-34 

c/o Librairie Alternative 

236006 Kaliningrad/Koenigsburg 

2035 St. Laurent, 2 e etage 

ph/fax +7 (0112) 43-72-86 

Montreal, PQ H2X 2T3 

ecodefense@glas.apc.org 

EIRE 

SCOTLAND 

An Talamh Glas 

Glasgow EF! 

c/o Anne 

POB 180, Glasgow G4 9AB 

Abbey St., Ballinrobe 

+44 (0)41 636 1924/339 8009 

County Mayo 

fax +44 (0)41 424 3688 

ENGLAND 

scotree@gn.apc.org 

(Over SO local EF! groups exist in 

SLOVAKIA 

England; for a list, contact the 

Earth First! 

EF! Action Update, POB 9656, 

A. Hlinku 11, 96001 Zvolen 

London N4 4JY; (0171) 561-9146; 

kolenka@uvt.tuzvo.sk 

actionupdate@gn.apc.org] 

SPAIN 

Oxford EF! 

Manuel A. Demandes 

Box E, 111 Magdalen Rd., 

Taller de E. A. A CURUXA 

Oxford, OX4 IRQ, (01865) 791391 

J. B. Xelmirer J, Campus Universitario 

South Downs EF!, 

1570 S Santiago 

Dead Trees EF! and Do or Die 

(81) 584321, fax (81) 584533 

6 Tilbury Place, Brighton BN2 2GY 

SWEDEN 

savage@easynet.co.uk 

Morgan Larsson 

http://www.hrc.wmin.ac.uk/ 

Lagmansgaten 9C, 46 37 Vanersborg 

campaigns/earthfi rst.html 

UKRAINE 

FRANCE 

Rainbow Keepers (5 local groups) 

Resistance verte 

c/o Nadia Shevchenko 

Editions ARS, BP 890 

Glushkova 17-22, Kiev 252187 

44022 Nantes Cedex 01 

+7 (044) 252-48-22, 

EF! France 

nadia@gluk.apc.org 

BP 631, 53006 Laval Cedex 




Affinity Long Distance 
guarantees a 10% rate-reduction 
on your phone bill. Plus, 
Affinity will give 5% of your bill 
to the Earth First! Journal — 
a gift that keeps on giving. 
For an application or more info, 
write us here at the Journal. 
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Aff 


Long Distance 


The Boycott Quarterly 
POB 30727, Seattle, WA 98103 
Cascadia Fire Ecology 
Education Project 
POB 3563, Eugene, OR 97403 
Coast Watch 

POB 1811, Rockland, ME 04841 

Cold Mountain, 

Cold Rivers Video Project 
POB 7941, Missoula, MT 59807 
(406) 728-0867 
Direct Action Fund 
POB 210, Canyon, CA 94516 
(510) 376-7329, fax 631-7958 
Earth Liberation Prisoners 
POB 23, 5 High St., Glastonbury, 
Somerset, England BA6 9PU 
(01458) 831545 
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Clearcuts Bring 
Killer Landslides 


FBI Lawsuit 
Lurches Forward 


by Francis Eatherington 


by Judi Bari 


I live six miles from Rock Creek, where on Novem- 
ber 18 a landslide crashed down a hillside, obliter- 
ating the Moon family residence and killing four 
people. On the same day, a landslide spilled onto 
Highway 38, pushing a car into the river and killing 
one woman. 

So far this winter, five people have been killed by 
landslides coming from slopes that had been clearcut. 
The mudflows came on the heels of massive land- 
slides last February— landslides that came far more 
often from clearcuts than forested slopes. However, 
in February, only fish died. 

The Oregon Department of Transportation 
(ODOT) claimed the slide on Highway 38 came 
from land they had tried to buy to protect the 
highway. It was clearcut instead and killed one 
person and seriously injured two others. ODOT said 
forested areas above the highway produced far fewer 
and less severe landslides. ODOT came right out and 
proclaimed, "Logging increases the risks of slides." 

The Moon family built their house on Rock Creek, 
near Hubbard Creek, in 1973. They were part of a 
group which had purchased the land together and 
called their community Stump Acres. Thirteen years 
later, in 1986, they discovered that the slopes above 
their house were to be clearcut. They voiced con- 
cern, but the Oregon Department of Forestry (ODF) 
began the process of issuing a clearcutting permit to 
Champion International. An ODF forester kept track 
of "pre-operation" work hours in a little handwrit- 
ten diary. On September 3, 1986, the ODF forester 
wrote that a resident of Stump Acres had stopped by 
the office and was concerned that, "If the slopes 
above his house were clearcut, it might result in a 
slide that could damage structures like the Roseburg 



by Josh Brown, Timber Wolf and Robert Parker 

In the pre-dawn drizzle of October 15, 20 sleep- 
starved forest defenders moved down deeply cut 
skid trails in All Species Grove in the Headwaters 
Forest complex of northern California. On the 
advice of their 23 jailed comrades who had shut 
down salvage operations the week before, the group 
aimed to locate and lock to logging equipment 
before the crews arrived. For over a week Pacific 
Lumber, under the guise of "forest health," had 
been ripping ancient redwoods from the forest 
floor. What had been an intact, old-growth grove 
was now having its future dug out from beneath it. 

Upon reaching the main haul road, it was only a 
half mile further to the landing where the equipment 
resided. Reconnaissance had established that only 
one security guard watched over the death machines. 

At 5:20 am, they rounded the last corner and 
approached the loader and two CATs. The startled 
security guard, switching on his headlights, illumi- 
nated the log deck. Six people, including an ex- 
logger ("Biggest tree I've ever cut was a twelve-foot 
redwood"), were now able to see what they were 
locking to and try out different positions for com- 
fort and dryness. Meanwhile, support worked to 
calm the near hysterical security guard, who was 
screaming, "I've been waiting all summer to beat 
the $#j+ out of you scumbags!" Several battered 
peace keepers were lucky to escape with only bumps 
and bruises. 



Irresponsible logging practices resulted in this landslide which 
killed four people. The remains of the house are in the background. 

Lumber Company clearcut on Hubbard Creek." He 
was referring to a 1982 RLC clearcut that collapsed 
and destroyed a neighbor's house in 1983. In that 
case, no one was injured and RLC settled by pur- 
chasing the property. Despite the concerns of the 
Stump Acre residents, and despite the fact that 

continued on page 28 



The action succeeded in stopping operations for 
five hours and added 13 to the over 1,300 people 
arrested for Headwaters since September. 

The recent deal brokered by California Senator 
Dianne Feinstein, Clinton Compromiser John 
Garamendi and Corporate Criminal Charles Hurwitz 
does not protect Headwaters Forest and left four of the 
ancient groves open to continued plunder. The deal 
also gives Hurwitz a mind-boggling $380 million in 
properties and cash in exchange for the main Headwa- 
ters Grove, the smaller but murrelet-rich Elkhead 
Springs Grove and surrounding forest (some already 
clearcut) for a total of 7,500 acres. 

Taxpayers and enviros, who were 
in no way represented at the nego- 
tiations, will owe Charles over 
$50,000 an acre! The goal of sav- 
ing all 60,000 acres and all six 
ancient groves was sold down the 
(silt-laden, salmonless) river. 

With politicians failing us 
again, Pacific Lumber began log- 
ging on October 8. Any hopes of 
legal relief were dashed in an En- 
vironmental Protection Informa- 
tion Center case before the Cali- 
fornia Board of Forestry. The 
Board, though voting in a major- 
ity to stop Pacific Lumber's sal- 
vage operations, "due to the threat 
continued on page 21 


After years of pre-trial wrangling, Bari vs. Held, our 
lawsuit against the FBI and Oakland Police Depart- 
ment (OPD) for their handling of the 1990 car 
bombing, may finally be moving towards a trial. On 
November 22, in a hearing in Federal Court in 
Oakland, California Judge Claudia Wilken ordered 
the FBI and the Oakland Police Department to 
consolidate their motions for dismissal. The ruling 
should severely limit procedural foot-dragging by 
the FBI and OPD, and could take years off the trial's 
duration. 

The lawsuit charges the FBI and OPD with civil 
rights violations including false arrest, illegal search 
and seizure, denial of equal protection of the law 
and violation of First Amendment rights. We claim 
that they knew perfectly well that we were the 
victims, not the perpetrators, of the bomb that 
exploded under my car seat on May 24, 1 990, as we 
were organizing for Earth First! Redwood Summer. 
Yet, they arrested Darryl and me for the bombing 
t and conducted a smear campaign against us in the 
press in order to discredit us as terrorists and neu- 
tralize Earth First!. 

The hearing on November 22 stemmed from the 
FBI's fourth attempt to have the case dismissed 
without a full trial. This time they made a motion 
asking the judge to dismiss just our claims about the 
illegal searches. In briefs we filed for the hearing, we 
noted attempts by the FBI and OPD to delay the trial 
with endless procedural motions to dismiss the 
case. The FBI has bragged that they will make the 
trial last 20 years. Judge Wilken quashed this tactic 
at the hearing, however, and gave the FBI and OPD 
20 days in which to return to the court with all 
motions to dismiss they wish to present. 

Judge Wilken's order to consolidate motions was 
a procedural victory, but we still have one major 
hurdle to clear before a full jury trial: a hearing in 
which Judge Wilken decides whether there is enough 
evidence to support our charges. Fortunately, our 
evidence is so strong that it is hard to see how we 
could lose. For the past three-and-a-half years, this 
lawsuit has been in the "discovery" phase, during 
which we have won access to 7,000 pages of FBI and 
police files, viewed the physical evidence and com- 
piled 6,000 pages of sworn testimony from the FBI, 
OPD, and other witnesses. 

This evidence proves that the FBI and OPD know- 
ingly lied when they arrested us for the bombing. 

continued on page 24 



Lockdown on Fisher Road, October 30 


photo courtesy Ecotopia News Service 
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Why not talk to the FBI?, Or... Burgers, Burnings and the BATF 


In the early morning hours of October 27, someone set fire 
to a US Forest Service pickup parked at the Detroit Ranger 
District office near Detroit, Oregon. They also vandalized 
four other pickups and left behind spray-painted slogans 
including, "STOP RAPING OUR FOREST USFS" and "EARTH 
LIBERATION FRONT." Two days later an unburned incen- 
diary device was found on top of the same District office, 
and the Oakridge Ranger District office, 70 miles south near 
Warner Creek, was completely burnt to the ground. 

Immediately following the first fire, the Bureau of Alco- 
hol, Tobacco and Firearms (BATF) and the Federal Bureau of 
Investigations (FBI) were in the area to investigate "Eco- 
terrorism." (This means the FBI was in the area when the 
Oakridge RD was torched. How did someone get an incen- 
diary device on top of the Detroit RD with the FBI snooping 
around? Or, why did it take the FBI and the BATF two days 
to find an incendiary device on the roof of a federal building 
they were in???) 

The FBI and the BATF have been asking a lot of questions 
of a lot of people. First, they questioned Forest Service 
employees who work in the area. Next, they questioned the 
residents of Oakridge. Then, they questioned two Earth 
Firstlers in northern California and two local environmen- 
talists here in Eugene. Gentlemen wearing BATF jackets 
have been seen chomping burgers at our local greasy spoon, 
and there is a camera in the window across the street 
pointed straight at our friends' door. Most recently, enviros 
from Portland and Salem were questioned by Department 
of Agriculture special agents regarding their whereabouts 
and statements that they made which were covertly re- 
corded at recent demonstrations. 

The two Earth Firstlers the FBI grabbed a month ago at the 
Eureka courthouse were doing jail support for Headwaters 
defenders. Two sheriffs approached and "escorted" (one on 
each arm) the EFlers to a room to be questioned separately 
by two FBI agents. In both cases, the EFlers answered some 
questions about their activities, beliefs and whereabouts on 
the night of the arson. 

What worries me is not that the FBI and the BATF are 
snooping around town making people nervous — that is 
what they do, after all, and we have nothing to hide. No, 
what worries me is that there are still people out there who 
don't know NOT to talk to the FBI (or the BATF, CIA, IRS, 
police, etc...). After all the disruption and harassment they 
have caused Earth First! and other movements, it really 
surprises me that people will still talk to them and fall for 
their seemingly innocent line of questions. (If you haven't 
already, read War at Home and Agents of Repression.) 

In talking this around with folks, there seems to be two 
reasons given why it might be okay to talk to the FBI. The 
most common reason people talk to the FBI is because they 
ARE innocent, and they just want to get the FBI "off their 
backs." However, if you talk to them once, they are MORE 
likely to think you will talk again. Also, "innocent" informa- 


tion given to them indicates you are willing to talk, and the 
information you give them can (and will) be used against 
you and other people you talk about. 

The other reason I have heard for talking to the FBI is to 
cooperate on "legitimate" investigations. The FBI rarely 
does anything legitimate. What about investigating the 
militia and right-wing thugs, you say? If it wasn't for the 
media fallout after the Oklahoma City bombing, the FBI 
wouldn't be doing anything but hanging out at the shooting 
range with the militia. 

No, there's hardly anything legitimate about the FBI. So 
why do people talk to them? I think it's because people in the 
US had it ingrained in them that the police are their friends, 
especially when they're innocent. For example: When a 
crime is committed, who do you think to call? When your 
life is in danger or you find yourself in a bad neighborhood, 
don't you wish a cop would drive by? This programming, 
which began at an early age through TV and PR is hard to 
break, but it is this myth that must be dispelled if we are ever 
to live without police oppression. With their track record of 
racism, brutality and intimidation, we can't afford to con- 
tinue to empower government thugs with our belief that 
they are helping us in any way. We need to "police" 
ourselves. 

THE POLICE ARE NOT OUR FRIENDS. There, I've said it. 
You've probably heard it before, but I think we need to say 
it, again and again. Let it become our mantra. I envision a 
world where the FBI knows that when they approach EFlers, 
enviros, activists, (heck, anybody, for that matter) they will 
be treated with distrust and silence. 

Don't lie to them. Don't think you can "outsmart them" 
or just have a casual conversation with them. They are 
trained professionals, and they will make mountains out of 
your molehills and see through your screens. 

What we need is to make a shift in consciousness. When- 
ever you consider any actions by the FBI, BATF, CIA, other 
government "intelligence" or law enforcement agencies, 
don't speculate on what they are investigating. Just remem- 
ber that their primary directive is to disrupt political move- 
ments. That is what they do, that is what they are all about. 

Just remember your mantra. Repeat after me: THE POLICE 
ARE NOT MY FRIENDS. 

— Jim Flynn 

Editor's Notes. . . 

We would like to welcome Lacey Phillabaum to the long-term 
editorial staff. Lacey comes to us with strong journalistic skills and lots 
of front-line activism experience. We still need another long-term 
editor, however. So, if you have good editing skills, work well in a tight 
affinity group, and love the smell of newsprint, contact us right away. 

CORRECTIONS: For the last four issues, our cataloging number has 
been incorrect. The November issue is always No. I, not No. VIII, which 
makes this issue Vol. XVII, No. II. Also, last issue we failed to give 
credit to the artist of the woodcut print on page 27, Suzanne Defohn. 




3 Fauna (a&afa 


Fauna, n. animal life. 

Cabala, n. an esoteric, secret matter or 
mysterious act. 


The avian bell miner (Manorina melanophrysj is a 
psyllid lerp connoisseur. An aggressive green honey-eater, it 
inhabits the upper canopy of southeastern Australia's euca- 
lypt forests and defends its colonial territories from competing 
bird species. A large part of the bell miner's diet consists of 
lerps. Lerps are carbohydrate coverings secreted from the 
bodies of psyllid bugs (Homoptera: Psyllidae). They are 
derived from the sugary contents of leaves and provide the 


by Faith Walker 


little bugs protection from ants. A bell miner will delicately 
remove and eat a lerp — usually refraining from consuming its 
producer, even though psyllid bugs tend to have an equally 
high caloric value. The psyllid will then grow a new lerp in a 
day or two, to be plucked off by a bell miner again. In turn, 
psyllids are defended by bell miners from bird species that eat 
them. Psyllid populations thrive where accompanied by bell 
miners, while the eucalyptus trees suffer from sugar depletion. 
A colony of bell miners can inhabit the same territory for over 
40 years. When, for whatever reason, a colony leaves, the 
psyllid population plummets as bird species that dine on them 
invade the area. Thus, this set of relationships is defined by 
mutualism, interspecific territoriality, and as one biologist 
noted, not eating the psyllid who lays the golden lerp. 
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Renewing the Soul of the Environment 

Why is the environmental protection movement, As a movement we pour a lot of energy into The environmental crisis is directly connected to 
comprised of so many impassioned defenders, faced piecemeal victories for our planet, rather than fo- the spiritual impoverishment we experience in 

with such a rugged battle? The answer lies beyond cusing on the underlying cultural crisis we have today's world. But as awareness of spiritual connec- 

the world of progressive politics, in the pervading been steeping in for the larger part of two centuries, tion increases, self-interest and greed decrease. People 

society of egoism, selfishness and materialism that Mind you, the efforts made by our siblings through would not accommodate materialism and self- 

has fostered this culture of mutual distrust and a direct action, civil disobedience and within the centeredness if they believed their desire for a more 

breakdown of solidarity and community that allows system, as well, are not to be discounted. There are meaningful communion to each other and to the 

corporations to move around the globe and exploit many courageous, dedicated people in the trenches natural world could be fulfilled. In a world of lone- 

people and our planet. who fight this war on its ugliest front. My appeal, liness and disconnection that values wealth and 

This ethos of self-centeredness has permeated every however, is that we also rethink our approach to might above all else, and does not credit people as 

crevice of our civilization. It has eroded our alliances environmental protection and spend more time, being holy manifestations of a higher force, it is 

with others, so we are less ready than we would have energy and resources nurturing our spiritual and understandable that many people feel they don't 

been a century ago to take a stand for fellow under- a cultural relationship with the earth and each other, have time or energy to protect the environment, 
paid workers. Selfishness and egoism are strangling It is time to generate alternatives to living in the Keep in mind that selfishness and egoism are only 

our planet, leading corporations to consider painfully materialistic and selfish society that the dominant trend, not human nature or the 

environmental degradation faces many Americans. The ob- absolute rule; it hasn't always been this way. No 

only an unfortunate side effect servation alone that an ever- amount of legislation passed or lawsuits won can 

of profit-making. The long-term lijKt M increasing number of people are address the underlying absence of meaning and 

result of this cynical materialism is iflk. jT&ilwvk ff visiting our nations parks upholds connection in our society. People will only listen for 

that we care about fewer and fewer g the claim that it is human nature to so long to the needs of our planet and its most 

people and things, as our market soci- jl behold the world with awe and won- oppressed inhabitants before they turn a deaf ear to 

ety replaces the spiritual societies of der, not degrade it. rhetoric that doesn't clearly outline a connection to 

times past. Our communities and our jgTmf / WlL The political Right increases its their needs. 

communion with the earth are de- M -s appeal by adopting the issues of But even in the plushest of circumstances, "suc- 

caying in a society that upholds M j|| | spirituality, community and con- cessful" individuals in this society are not free to 

the individual and individual & nection to a higher meaning experience much genuine pleasure. They spend 

rights over the common good, (though the economic policies hours fighting highway traffic, unable to smell 

an egoism that is bringing about ^ & they uphold in the name of the the proverbial roses, looking out for themselves 

our demise. rich and powerful accomplish the opposite). But and suppressing natural desires to show love and 

It is hard to teach an ethos of responsibility we can't let the Right co-opt and define the search compassion. They return to their plywood box 

when the most powerful entities in our society for spirituality. Personally, I derive passion for the homes too exhausted to spend time with their 
encourage self-interest. The example set forth is natural world from my connection to it and the loved ones and fall supine in the glow of the 
that it is okay to exploit liviing people, future spiritual energy that surges throughout the uni- television's inculcation. Corporations spend bil- 
generations and the planet for the sake of material verse. I suspect that many other defenders of the lions convincing us that we need more material 
gain. We all know corporate interests control poli- earth feel similarly. Let people in search of higher goods than we really do, so we engage in this 
tics and that no serious pro-environmental legisla- meaning find it expressed within our movement. If cycle, and our days melt into weeks, then months 
tion receives support. But how can we explain the you also feel that the earth is a holy creation and and years. 

complacency of so many Americans in the face of eternally precious, warranting our deference, put Similar thoughts are developed more thoroughly 
the overwhelming evidence of environmental deg- aside the technocratic and scientific theories upon by Michael Lerner in The Politics of Meaning, as 
radation? Why are so many in denial of this crisis? which so much of the environmental movement well as by other authors. The focus is to recruit 
We are a society of people whose spiritual needs relies, and focus awhile on the spiritual and ethical people to our ranks with the dialogue of meaning 


aren't being met, in which many feel terrible about 
themselves and their lives. It is understandable that 
people who haven't seized control of their personal 
lives don't feel able to tackle our staggering ecologi- 
cal dilemma. When a clear majority of Americans 
claim that they do support environmental con- 
cerns, how can we explain the inactivity that we all 
see around us every day? 


issues at the root of the crisis at hand. Many people 
have begun to address these aspects through re- 
newed spirituality and holism; but these are seldom 
seen as being expressions of a new way to view the 
world and instead seem like isolated expressions of 
compassion. Let's articulate the spiritual reasons we 
defend the earth and all its inhabitants, for the love 
of nature or the love of God. 


and communion, because unless we confront this 
epidemic of meaninglessness that transcends poli- 
tics and economics, we will go the way of liberal- 
ism in this country and become yet another po- 
litical relic that neglected the most profound 
needs of the very people it was trying to attract. 

— Ayelet Hines 


Letters to the Editors 


Dear SFB, 


Friends: 

The Earth First! Journal is be- 
coming, in my view, an ever 
more important publication to 
our culture of resistance. In its 
own unique style, or mix of 
styles, EF!J now provides not 
only vital news of local struggles 
but, increasingly, airs discussion 
of tactics and analysis of the 
totality we confront. 

Despite an antipathy to analy- 
sis on the part of some, I think it 
is as essential as information 
about particular sites of struggle. 
After all, how we see the whole — 
whether this outlook is con- 
sciously examined or not — has 
a bearing on what we decide is 
worth doing and what we may 
see as actually serving to reform 
or reinforce a malignant system 
in the guise of resistance to it. 

Thanks for a strong issue, es- 
pecially the excellent, thought- 
provoking insert from Black & 
Green! 

— John Zerzan 

Dear Sisters and Brothers, 

Rod Coronado's piece was very 
eloquent, he showed great cour- 
age and grace and being Indian I 
took personal pride in his accep- 
tance of his plight... we all un- 
derstand his sacrifice, but he is 
the one who wakes up behind 


bars each morning. At Sundance 
in '97 1 will remember Rod as I do 
my family, my grandfather, my 
ancestors. 

— Roy Blackhorse 
(Quohada Comanche) 

Editors: 

This letter is written on behalf 
of KOA Kampgrounds 
(Kampgrounds of America). KOA 
has become aware that a piece 
run in your November 1, 1996, 
newspaper, "Earth First! Meet 
Move," in the section titled 
"Black and Green," scurrilously 
and maliciously used the letter 
K to represent and symbolize 
racism and fascism through cre- 
ative spelling, to wit: 
"Amerikkka," "kourt," "kops," 
and "konstitution." We find it 
both juvenile and offensive that 
your use of the letter K implies 
such dark and evil ideologies in 
contrast to the lighthearted and 
breezy intent of KOA. We un- 
derstand that your organization, 
like KOA, promotes recreation 
in the great outdoors. However, 
we believe that your continued 
use of the letter K in a negative 
fashion both harms and slan- 
ders KOA. KOA Kampgrounds 
requests a published apology and 
demands that this slanderous use 
cease immediately or we will 


have no choice but to pursue 
legal action. 

Sincerely, 

— Cal M. Neader 

Attorney-at-Law 

Dear SLAPP SUIT for brains: 

A judge in Grangeville, ID just 
awarded Highland Enterprises, 
a road building company, about 
two million dollars, divided 
among a number of people, in 
the infamous Cove/Mallard law- 
suit. The people who defaulted 
on the lawsuit, many of whom 
are exceedingly difficult to find, 
have had judgments entered 
against them of $233,000 each. 
They should know that this is, 
in a way, a bit of a victory, be- 
cause judgments under $ 250,000 
can be removed in bankruptcy. 
However, interest is accruing 
right now and the $250,000 fig- 
ure will be reached in just a few 
more months, so they must act 
quickly. Also, any debts they may 
have currently will be added to 
the $233,000. After the 250k fig- 
ure is reached, there is nothing 
to help you and the judgment 
will remain for life. Highland 
has indicated it will go after in- 
heritances and any money or 
property defendants may acquire 
years from now. I would advise 
all victims of this lawsuit to seek 


the services of a top- 
notch bankruptcy 
attorney RIGHT 
NOW. 

— Tryna Help 

Editors: A 

I just wanted to 
write a brief note re- . . F 

garding the inclusion C W 
of MOVE prisoners in L \ 2 
your "jailed activists" j«L HLAPJ 
section and Janine felwjS 
Africa's inclusion in fpofiAS 
the "Wolves and 
Poodles" section. As a 
resident of Philadel- 
phia, I am relatively WgSf’' 
familiar with the 3KSI 
MOVE organization. I 
am baffled and con- Ha 
cerned as to how they W Eak-^ 
have made it into the 
Earth First! Journal. They are not 
an environmental, conservation 
or animal rights organization. 
They would be most appropri- 
ately described as a political cult. 

I know of absolutely no construc- 
tive activities that have been ini- 
tiated by the MOVE organiza- 
tion, in terms of raising environ- 
mental consciousness and/or 
improving government policies 
in the city of Philadelphia. To 
the contrary, they terrorized their 
neighborhood and they stock- 


piled weapons. They were more 
like an urban David Koresh orga- 
nization than anything. Regard- 
less of the incredible mishandling 
of the situation, the police bomb- 
ing, etc., MOVE was just a group 
of unprincipled lunatics who es- 
poused (and continue to espouse) 
a bizarre, unintelligible set of 
beliefs. Allowing MOVE to use 
the Earth First! Journal as a ve- 
hicle for their propaganda ma- 
chine sets a dangerous precedent. 

continued on page 26 
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Poad Project SparLs Spectacular Protest in Germany 
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BY Kirsha and Lu 

In October, 50 German anti-road activists squat- 
ted several trees and kicked off what turned out to 
be the most spectacular anti-road action in Ger- 
many so far. After nine days of growing villages 
both in the trees and on the ground, the resis- 
tance camp was evicted by 2,500 police in a ten- 
hour marathon. The protesters' action was strongly 
supported by many citizens who now join in 
regular demonstrations and other actions. 

The Road 

The protests were directed against the 
construction of the highly controversial, four-lane 
B31. This road is supposed to be the first part of an 
east-west transport north of the Alps. The Freiburg 
mayor sells the road as a simple remedy to traffic 
jams in Freiburg East. The population is split over 
the issue. The anti-road activists recognize the 
chaotic traffic situation in Freiburg East but promote 
alternative solutions to reduce traffic. 

The Action 

"Oh, it seems like we are — hmmmm — a little too 
late this time," said the police officer looking up on 
a Sunday morning in October. Above him several 
platforms dangled about 15 m (50 feet) above the 
ground in five of the 200-year-old oak trees in a huge 
grove of oaks to be cut down for the road. Next to 
the platforms, activists were busy finalizing the 
construction and connecting the trees. 

During the first day of the action, a base camp 
was set up on the ground with a mobile kitchen, 
information pavilion and several tents and huts. 
High above this busy scene, under the eyes and 
cameras of the stunned police, the climbers con- 
stantly worked in the pouring rain. 

A week later they had built a complete hanging 
village in the tree-tops with a computer platform, 
rope connections between the trees and a "sky- 
chair" to pull up photographers and camera 
people. The climbers also hung a huge circus net 
between four of the trees. Musicians, poets and 
acrobats entertained the crowds of people that 
came to the park. Children played all over the 
place. On the ground someone was always busy 
talking to people. 

After nine days, the eviction came. The police 
used cherry pickers to put climbers (Swiss profes- 
sionals) into the tree tops, where they started 
chasing the activists. One of the last protesters 
was brought down when the police cut the tree in 
which he was sitting. 

The Impact 

With the spectacular nonviolent protest, the ac- 
tivists have stirred up the debate about the B31 at a 
time when many people had already given up. Press 
reactions were in almost all the national newspa- 
pers, often discrediting the so-called eco-capital 
Freiburg. The protest's absolute peacefulness im- 
pressed everyone, including the police. It has strongly 
remotivated the local anti-road campaigners, who 
have been fighting this road for years. 

The experience of living in the trees has strongly 
influenced the activists on a personal level and 
made quite a lot of them question their lifestyle 
choices. 

Although the logging of the park had been hard 
to accept, the spirit of the activists remains unbro- 
ken. The logging has actually led to growing anger 
and support for the protesters among the people 
of Freiburg. Weekly demonstrations, cultural ac- 
tivities and church services are taking place. Many 
crazy ideas are yet to be realized. 

The activists' strategy is clear: We are going to 
make the construction of this road as difficult and 
as expensive as possible! 

It will help us if you send a postcard, especially 
from countries other than Germany. This will 
show international support! Boemische Doerfer 
Gmbh, Konrad-Guenther-Park, 79117 Freiburg, 
Germany, e-mail tree-camp@31andbox.comlink 
.apc.org; http://mach2.faveve.uni-Stuttgart.de/ 
greenpeace/F/baumhaeuser.ht. 


Village Life 

The following is the diary of a tree-sitter from the 
Freiburg action. It is a compelling narrative about the 
innovative strategies of the Germans and a beautiful 
summation of the universal appeal of living in a 
tree. 

October 20 

Early Sunday morning 50 environmen- 
talists squat the park. Experienced climb- 
ers go up the trees in complete darkness 
and start fixing the ropes. We pull up 
platforms, water and food. Everything 
goes very fast. Before it gets really light, 
we start pulling up the first people — 
activists like me, who aren't particu- 
larly experienced in climbing. We had 
been training before, of course, but I'm 
afraid. It's starting to rain. 

Then the police come. I have no time 
to be afraid anymore. I have to concen- 
trate on the ropes and what I am doing. 

Alamudin, our climbing guru, is next to 
me and that's calming me down. 

October 22 

Third day of the camp. The weather is 
beautiful, blue sky and bright sunshine. I 
stayed up late last night, listening to music 
at the campfire — soul medicine. Many people 
are up in the trees today, fixing the platforms, 
installing more ropes, etc. They are laughing 
and joking. I climb up to fix another banner 
and take photos. I am not afraid anymore. Climb- 
ing is totally great; I love it. And it's just a great view 
up here. People are building a tent on our biggest 
platform. Later we will have a computer there. 
Many people visit us in the park. Most of them really 
like our action. People who live nearby let us use 
their taps and showers, others bring cake and coffee, 
quite a few spontaneously donate money. All kinds 
of different people come to the park: old ladies, 
parents with children and young people. 

A 60-year-old man comes and tells us of previous 
activities to protect the park. "If I were young, I 
would go up there, too," he exclaims. He gives us 
a mandate to protect these trees for him. "And if 
they try to cut down this tree, I will maybe still 
come and sit in front of it." 

October 23 — Tree magic 

Fourth day of camp. It's a beautiful evening, the 
sun is setting, no clouds. The moon is almost full. 
As I climb up slowly, the night is falling. It is dark 
and quiet all around. The moon is rising, the light 
is silver-blue. The dark branches and leaves are all 
around me. I reach the platform. Alamudin shows 
me how to fix my rope system in the tree and how 
to move on the platform. It is a magical night. 
Below us the camp is meeting and discussing some- 
thing. Sometimes we hear sentences or laughter. 
We are just sitting in the mighty tree and enjoying 
the night. After a while I get used to the height and 
dare to move more freely. When it gets too cold, we 
take out our sleeping bags and lie down. A pile of 
rope is my pillow and the sky is my tent. About 
20m (66 feet) above the ground, I fall asleep. 
October 29 — The eviction 

At 4 am the alarm goes off. Somebody shouts: 
"They are coming and they are very many!" Sud- 
denly people are all over the place, running and 
shouting. Fires are lit on the ground and the addi- 
tional climbers go up the trees in the rain. People 
are gathering quickly and quietly around the trees. 
The wind is howling and it's raining. I am glad I put 
on my waterproof trousers. Big vehicles are mov- 
ing into the park, spotlights are shining. Then the 
park is surrounded and closed by police; no one is 
allowed to get in anymore. Roman comes down to 
our platform. He squeezes over to Michel and me. 
The three of us are a team. "Now I am afraid," he 
says. The night had been stormy and with two 
people per 70 cm wide platform we did not get too 
much sleep. We know that they will not start 
picking us out of the trees until it gets light. 


Probably it will still take several hours until they 
have removed all the people on the ground. The 
weather is bad and the ropes are wet, which makes 
climbing more difficult. 

"The weather is our ally," Roman says, "We are 
used to climbing in the trees, they will be more 
afraid than we are." I hope so. The three of us 
cuddle up together and try to relax. 

About 700 protesters have to stay outside. As the 
day proceeds, the number grows. The activists in the 
park handcuff themselves around the trees, which 
causes the police problems. Under police eyes, the 
activists in the trees pull up their breakfast (spa- 
ghetti with garlic) . First the blockaders on the ground 
are removed, but they keep singing. "Stop the road" 
is the answer in the park to the "Stay — Hold on," 
from outside. It's absolutely peaceful; there is no 
chaos. Behind the ring of police, other people are 
gathering. "Stay up there! Stay up there!" they 
shout. We shout: "How many are you?" They an- 
swer: "We are many!" We hear that some of our 
friends in town have blocked one of the main roads 
into the area. 

The spirit is great. It has stopped raining, but the 
wind is still blowing like hell. Below us the musi- 
cians are singing as if their lives were at stake. People 
are feeding those chained to the trees. Somebody 
says, "This is the greatest party I've ever had!" 

The police move closer. People are chanting, 
"Let the trees live." The singing is so loud that it 
is almost impossible to hear the police mega- 
phone. Somebody offers a candle to the head 
police officer. He takes it and it reminds him of 
our peacefulness. More people come together with 
a camera team and offer the police candles. They 
take them and look embarrassed, not really know- 
ing what to do with them. Right this moment, the 
sun comes up. I feel that it is right, what I am 
doing here. 

The singing goes on for another half an hour or so. 
Nobody from the police will carry us away. They just 
can't. The symbol is so strong. Finally they get units 
from outside who have not heard the chanting. 
They start carrying away the first people. 

You can't cut down our spirit! 
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The Strange and Wonderful Tale of How I got 
1 1 Million Dollars Richer In Just One Single Day 


by Erik Ryberg 

Orangeville, Idaho is an ugly, dark, little farm town 
teeming with cheap dinginess and violent failure. It 
is the sort of town many people are proud to live in 
because they think it is a frontier town and that 
merely by living there they are civilizing the wilder- 
ness, and they like that. It is a town built more on 
image than Hollywood ever was, a town built and 
populated by people whose entire identities are tied 
up with being John Wayne or John Wayne's wife. 

Every so often, when I forget why I drink, I pay a 
visit to Grangeville in order to catch up on things. 
Recently I spent three whole weeks there, on ac- 
count of a man named Don Blewett suing a bunch 
of my friends and me for 12 million dollars, if you 
can believe that. 

He made a whole lot of wild allegations during the 
course of the proceedings, nearly all of them true, 
but none that I could tell was worth 12 million 
dollars. His main theme was that my friends and I 
are a bunch of dirtbags who don't care for logging, 
so we tried like crazy to tie up his roadbuilding 
operation, and so we should kindly hand over the 
cash and get on out of town. 

Don is a big man, a hulking thing who has eaten, 
in my opinion, more than his share of double bacon 
cheeseburgers and has logged plentiful hours on the 
Barcalounger. I mention this because there isn't 
much more to say about Don, other than that he is a 
vindictive and greedy man who will go to hell when 
he dies. The only thing that animated him much was 
when he got to talk about money, which fortunately 
for him was kind of often in these circumstances. 

When Don took the stand and his brother Ron, 
acting in no persuasive capacity as his attorney, 
questioned him regarding money, Don positively 
brightened. Do you know how those poor kids you 
used to beat up in second grade because they were 
really fat and their pants were too tight used to get 
all sweaty and rub their hands together and their 
pupils would get small and their mouths kind of 
move around when the subject of lunch hour would 
come up? That is how it was with Don when he got 
to discuss his profits. He would hunch over in his 
seat, lick his lips, rub his hands together and just 
generally resemble somebody you probably read 
about in a Charles Dickens novel. 

His brother Ron would wax on and on about the 
terrible losses suffered at the hands of five people 
who had chained themselves to a gate one morning 
in the summer of 1993 and how we were all just 
lucky nobody had been killed. Don would sit there 
forlorn, recalling the profits forever gone, the po- 
tential shopping irrevocably lost. That people could 
do such a thing to him was an affront to everything 
decent and surely an insult to God Himself. 

Don would grow sad and his head would droop, 
pondering the many things at the Wal-Mart those 
demonstrators prevented him from buying. But 
then Ron's tale would take a turn, the theme would 
change, and he would begin a narrative character- 
ized by attention to profit. Don would raise his 
head, scenting — was it true? Yes! Oh yes, yes, yes — 


by Shoeless 

Following the most spectacular road blockade of 
the Cove/Mallard campaign, the trial of the Filthy 
Five has finally concluded. [See Jack Squat in August 
and September EF!J 1996.] 

At the trial, the defendants sat quietly while their 
names were dragged through the horse apples and 
bureaucrat after bureaucrat took the stand and gave 
woefully inaccurate accounts of what happened on 
Jack Road on August 7, 1996. Included in these 
inaccurate accounts was a stone-faced denial from 
Jill Barnett (Freddie Law Enforcement Officer) of a 
tripod plummeting 10 feet to the roadbed and 
landing on top of an activist's head. This informa- 
tion was also mysteriously missing from the video 
account provided by the sheriff department's video 


profit, oh how he loved to make profit and talk 
about profit. Why, once he made close to a hundred 
grand on a logging project in Montana, and did he 
remember to mention the real estate business he has 
on the side? A very profitable one, too. 

Our own fortunes diminished with every tale. A 
grim jury of my peers leveled its gaze at me, often 
the sole representative of the loathsome dirtbags 
who brought all this shame to Grangeville, every 
time a new revelation of our wrongdoings was 
brought to light, which was often. 

The judge, a mysterious admixture of Michael J. 
Fox and the judge on Night Court, was a fabulous 
lesson in the Dada School of Judicial Conduct. 
His mouth went all the way around his 
head, even back to where his hair was, and 
there were teeth in the whole entire 
thing. His mouth was the feature he 
liked to show off the most; and he 
could make every single shape 
with it, except for those shapes 
which are taller than they 
are wide, because width of 
mouth was his strong 
point. And when he spoke 
he would put long, long 
pauses in just the strangest 
places along the sentence, 
big unlikely gaps of dead 
air hanging around 
wreaking total havoc with 
his articulations. 

He bore no particular ill- 
will to us other than that 
we were weak and hated 
and dearly the party to 
side against, which he 
made no hesitation in 
doing. My very favorite 
part of the trial was when he ruled that the sound on 
a video tape to be played for the jury was, for 
mysterious legal reasons, not admissible in court. 
Our admirable team of lawyers argued quite lucidly, 
I thought, that the rational thing to do would be to 
show the video with the sound turned off. This 
would require that the person running the tape 
would have to reach her hand up approximately 
twelve inches from the "play" button and rotate the 
"sound" knob about 180 degrees in a counter- 
clockwise fashion, and so, involved an extra step in 
the whole video procedure. 

Apparently this was too much for the judge. He 
ruled against our lawyers, stating that it was much 
more prudent merely to ask the jury not to listen to 
the sound as it echoed its way at full volume through 
their eardrums. Our lawyers, thereupon, retired to a 
private corner of the courtroom and began to weep 
quietly, but it was alright because you couldn't hear 
them over the sound of the sheriff on the tape 
explaining to the camera that we were all a bunch of 
no good guilty criminals bent on destroying the 
lives and children of all the good people of 
Grangeville, so it was alright. 

Anyway, the whole trial was pretty much like 


specialist, who is evidently not familiar enough 
with his own camera to keep his wool-mittened 
thumb off the pause button at critical moments. 

Testimony from Forest Service Special Agent Mike 
Merkley and a deputy US Marshal (present at the 
raid wearing camo and armed with an AR-15) re- 
vealed that the raid on August 7 had been planned 
at least 20 days in advance. The Forest Supervisor 
testified that the final decision to issue the closure 
order had not been made until August 6. In spite of 
this obvious inconsistency, the judge found that 
there was no evidence of prior action on the part of 
the Forest Service. 

As expected, the defendants were found guilty oh 
all counts, and are scheduled to be sentenced on 
January 22, 1997. Their ride on the Idaho Federal 
Railroad has thus concluded — for the time being... 


that, only not quite so fascinating, and 1 just can't 
find a reason to go into it much. In the end we lost. 
The jury voted 9-3 to find us liable for about a 
million dollars, give or take a hundred and fifty 
grand, and 11-1 to find us liable at all. What that 
means is that one person didn't much like the idea 
of us paying Don Blewett anything for the rest of our 
lives and two others didn't much like the idea of us 
paying him a million dollars, but all the others 
thought the idea was just fabulous. 

My own attorney fairly danced a jig in the court- 
room when the judgment was read, much to the 
consternation of the jurors. I didn't really care 
much one way or the other and was busy 
just trying to remember how many 
zeroes there are in a million, so my 
notes would be right. Anyway, my 
attorney had begun to sweat a little 
bit when that 12 million figure 
was brought up. A lawyer, ap- 
parently, does not like to lose 
12 million of his client's dol- 
lars. But when the judgment 
came along and it was only a 
million, he explained to me 
that I was 11 million dollars 
richer than I probably deserved 
to be, given my fatal mistake of 
running afoul of anyone who 
lived in or near Grangeville and 
was associated with destroying 
the earth. He then naturally 
credited himself with making 
that 11 million for me him- 
self, and if it makes him feel 
better, I don't begrudge him 
the reasoning. 

Actually, I want to make 
something perfectly clear about this: 
our lawyers gave up a lot to pull our collective asses 
out of the sling. We had the good fortune to land 
three excellent and dedicated attorneys who en- 
dured no small amount of personal sacrifice to 
spend three weeks, unpaid, in Grangeville, Idaho so 
that we could mount a defense that was extremely 
costly to the opposition. Our theory from the begin- 
ning was that we didn't have a chance in the world 
of prevailing until appeal, so the object was to put 
up enough of a fight that Blewett and his moron 
friends the world over wouldn't get overly attached 
to this sort of thing. 

It's the same strategy that brought Napoleon 
down, and it has the unholy name of the "scorched 
earth retreat," whereby you leave nothing for your 
enemies to feast upon after they've run you over, in 
the hopes they'll soon go away and you can get back 
to your life. It is my belief that this unappealing 
strategy mostly worked, but it would not have 
worked had we not had the attorneys we did to 
make life difficult and costly for Blewett. He be- 
lieved that this would be easy, and thanks to our 
legal team, it was not. 

All of the defendants, including those who were 
found in "default" for one reason or another, may 
file for bankruptcy, because our attorneys reduced 
the final judgment to a figure which is discharge- 
able in bankruptcy court (amounts over $250,000 
are not dischargeable). Those who were defaulted 
got judgments of $233,000 dollars each, for compli- 
cated reasons which are lacking justice. 

Blewett told the New York Times that he would 
pursue collections indefinitely, and he has immense 
power to do so. Any defendants who do not declare 
bankruptcy will be vulnerable to his gaping, greedy 
maw forever and will have little or no recourse when 
he comes to collect. 

All in all it was a pretty good three weeks. I give it 
two and a half stars, at least. The judge's amazing 
mouth was a big draw, and the scenes where Don 
got to talk were really excellent. The food was the 
foulest, most God-awful, loathsome stuff you'd ever 
find outside the Graham County Jail, and the light- 
ing was bad. But for an educational event, I found it 
quite useful. A little too long, maybe, and over- 
priced, but useful nonetheless. 
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The Burning Mystery of the Oakridge Ranger Station 


by Mick Garvin 

Did elves visit two Freddie facilities in the 
Willamette National Forest, deep in the heart of 
Cascadia? Or was it a COINTELPRO-style set-up, 
designed to weaken the ties between mainstream 
and radical enviros and snuff the widespread public 
support that Earth First! and Cascadia Forest De- 
fenders have enjoyed in their fight for truth, justice, 
and Northwestern wildlands? Whichever, a truck at 
the Detroit Ranger Station took a great, flaming leap 
toward boat-anchor status in the wee hours of 
October 28. The perpetrators spray-painted mysti- 
cal runes on the premises — an anarchy sign and ELF 
(an allusion to the Earth Liberation Front). The 
cheap aluminum body had scarcely cooled when 90 
miles to the south, on October 30, the Oakridge 
Ranger Station was burned. The station and all its 
contents, including the data for the Research Natu- 
ral Area proposal for Warner Creek, was heat, smoke 
or ash. (Oakridge, for the info-impaired, is the 
Ranger District that Warner Creek lies in, as well as 
the town nearest the old blockade site.) 

Fire trucks were still hosing things down when 
faxes from Barry Clausen (our favorite wish'dhewas) 
about Earth First! and Earth Liberation Front (and 
Sea Shepherds and Greenpeace...) were hitting the 
press. BATF, FBI, NBC, AP, KVAL— everybody who 
was anybody came by to investigate, pontificate, 
eulogize and deplore. In an attempt to prove the 
enviro-community was as innocent and properly 
outraged as any other right-thinking hominid, Or- 
egon Natural Resources Council and the Sierra Club 
actually outdid the federal government and the 
timber industry in offering a reward for the 
arsonist(s). In fact, the offer preceded the finding of 
arson itself by almost a week. 

The Oakridge fire is reportedly the biggest hit on 
a federal building since the Oklahoma City bomb- 
ing; taken together the Willamette events are on par 
with the arsons and violence directed at park offi- 
cials and enviros in the Adirondacks in the early 90s. 
A "device" was found on the roof of the Detroit 
station the day of the Oakridge fire that the media 
described as a milk jug with wires attached filled 
with a dark fluid. A note to the same station a week 
later reportedly read "Boom! Boom!" There were 
headlines in the biggest paper in the state spewing 
"Eco-terror" the minute the fire started (hardly out 
of character for the Oregonian). We have special 
agents out the ass, an article from the last issue of 
the Earth First! Journal calling for the usual elven 
pranks and sabotage over the Samhain season, and 
a finding of arson at both sites but no (officially) 
declared suspect. 

I suspect Mr. Green did it, with a monkey wrench, 
in the... no, that's not funny. But seriously, check 
these scenarios: 

A) Eco-vato strikes again! Yes, blows against the 
Empire and all that shit. It's possible, and with the 
recent ELF article to wave in their hands, the Yellow 
Ribbon and Wise Use twinkies are trying their 
darnedest to smack the local activists, blame the 
success of Warner Creek for encouraging outlawry, 
and otherwise insinuate that we are evil nigh unto 
being Iraqi or Communist bleh bleh bleh. 

As far as activists in the region were concerned, 
however, the first part of the Warner Creek cam- 
paign has been won, and the next part has yet to be 
defined. No notice of an auction for the balance of 
the Warner sales has been posted. On the other 
hand, the proposal for the Research Natural Area, 
the best strategy for permanently protecting the 
burn, is presumably lost with the Oakridge fire. One 
local EF!er said it best: "Not our style." Picks, 
Kryptonites and perhaps abrasives are the more 
popular tools of the trade. The sheer competency 
and (misguided) ambition of the act has this sce- 
nario stumbling out of the gate. 

B) We've been framed! The Willamette Valley, the 
Siskiyous and Northern California have seen a surge 
of direct action over the last year and a half. The 
radicals and the mainstream have been seen on the 
same field, often smiling at each other. What suc- 
cesses the forests have enjoyed this last year-and- 
some have frequently come about from the work of 



alliances and some bit 
of mutual respect and 
cooperation. From 
Warner Creek and 
Sugarloaf to the Head- 
waters of Baja Cascadia, 
the feeling has been that 
anyone can do direct 
action and everyone 
should. 

Besides, the cottage in- 
dustry of Clausen and 
the rest of the Wise-Use 
All-Stars — selling fear of 
environmental "extrem- 
ists" to the public — is 
languishing in the face 
of drums, consensus 
groups, tripods and ban- 
ners. The timber indus- 
try patrons have taken 
to blatant lying in the 
press to paint an extrem- 
ist image. To JQ Public, enviros may be weird but 
not awfully scary. In addition, the far-right has 
demonstrated a pattern of violent acts including 
death threats, assaults, bombings and arson di- 
rected at government agencies and environmental 
groups (read The War Against The Greens by David 
Helvarg; it's excellent and hilarious and you may 
find a few friends inside) . With the growing strength 
of the forest protection movement in the North- 
west, I'd put my money on some Wise Use/ 
COINTELPRO machination, except for my (un- 
qualified) disrespect for the average intellect of that 
population. 

C) The butler did it. Oakridge, the town, has... er, 
had a wealth of Freddy offices. The Rigdon station on 
the north side of town was going to be closed and the 
personnel shifted to the Oakridge facility — you know, 
downsized. A minimum-security prison is slated for 
the Rigdon site. Now, a community activist that was 
looking out for local property values might have 
decided that with the Oakridge station gone, they 
couldn't move the freddies out of Rigdon to move the 
prison... or maybe someone just missed their Prozac 
and went postal on the place. Nah, long shot. 

D) An inside job. Someone stationed at Rigdon 
didn't want to clear out her desk. 

Actually, I bet on Alternative B/C (modified). I've 
always felt that the first arson, the 1991 Warner 


The charred, smoking remnants of the Oakridge Ranger Station 

Creek fire that started all this, was a spite crime in 
response to the Habitat Conservation Area designa- 
tion. The same mindset that produced the "don't 
see any owls now" comment during the '91 fire 
could have caused this one. My gut tells me that 
these incidents, especially the Oakridge fire, may 
have been set with the half-baked idea of pay back 
on the enviros who have not only broken the rules 
publicly, frequently and with impunity but "won" 
as well. 

Despite being the major employer in the commu- 
nity, the Forest Service is rather despised, even by a 
number of it's employees. Regardless of a path to the 
corporate culprits that couldn't be clearer if it had 
been carved by stampeding bison, timber commu- 
nities usually view the Forest Service as the agents of 
their destruction, in cahoots with the moneyed, 
urban bunny-huggers, college students and hippies. 
Oakridge, like other former timber towns, is particu- 
larly susceptible to the Wise Use/Yellow Ribbon 
Coalition brand of brainwashing and propaganda. 
The Yellow Ribbon stalwarts are especially miffed 
that the activists who defended Warner Creek have 
thus far gotten off without being branded domestic 
terrorists and jailed for life. No devious plots against 
the larger movement are necessary in this scenario, 
just double-revenge with a pretty good frame-up. 

As far as solutions go, this horse might run. 


Wild Wimmin Wickedry on Coconino Plateau 

Samhain. Halloween. All Soul's Eve. The day of the dead. Pick your tradition, ours is a reclaimed one. The 
motley array of eco-chicks who comprise the elusive Wild Warrior Wimminz Society chose November 1 to 
commune and conjure up a cacophony of Wickedry. Fifteen wild wimmin rendezvoused at Roxaneworld on 
the Coconino Plateau in Northern Arizona for a weekend of raising and drinking spirits, home repairs, a 
ceremonial lightening-and-hail dance, music and 
much merriment. Amidst the festival-like atmo- 
sphere, a modest agenda for the coming year was 
eked out by the dedicated deviltresses: smash patri- 
archy, rewild the planet and reinstate the goddess. 

The wild witches concluded the gathering with 
a hexing action at the Kaibab National Forest 
supervisor's office, where Supervisor Connie Frisch 
and her cronies are machinating to bust the South- 
west forest injunction with a 33 million board foot 
salvage sale on the North Rim of the Grand Can- 
yon. A binding spell cast on the forest service 
should, however, ensure a new appreciation of fire 
and respect for the uninterrupted process of the 
forest. The witches cackled, chanted and circled, 
gleefully reclaiming the trees of the Kaibab from 
the outstretched arms of the timber industry Spec- 
ter of Death. Cringing in despair, with nothing left 
to offer the dark ones she serves, a bothered and 
bewitched Forest Superliar soon succumbed to the 
spell and melted, leaving a piddling puddle on the 
pavement. In the enchantress's wake were found 
mysterious markings identifying those inside and 
providing sacred instructions for the care of the 
forest: LIARS. ZERO CUT. 

A new breed of Loba-ites will be convening in the 
spring on the Green River in Utah. Write for 
details: Sue Ring, POB 621, Carbondale, C081623. 



Forest Supervisor Connie Frisch cringes behind 


the skeletal remains of the timber industry. 
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Grand Juries: A Monster Waiting to Str ike 


by Jonathan Paul, National Activist Network 

In the wake of many actions by the Animal 
Liberation Front (ALF) and the burning of the US 
Forest Service building in Oakridge, Oregon, I get 
an uneasy feeling about the possibility of a grand 
jury coming to a city near you. I am writing 
because I want to warn people about how the 
government uses grand juries to intimidate and 
destroy movements. 

The English government formed grand juries in 
the 1800s to investigate governmental wrongdo- 
ings. Eventually, grand juries were adopted by the 
US government. In time, grand juries were used 
not to investigate corruption within the US gov- 
ernment, but against civilians who opposed the 
corporate state. 

The First Amendment, which gives us the free- 
dom of expression, freedom of association and 
freedom of the press, and the Fifth Amendment, 
which gives us the right to be silent in order to not 
incriminate ourselves, are abolished within the 
grand jury process. In fact, all constitutional rights 
and freedoms are suspended, and grand jury wit- 
nesses are not allowed to have an attorney present 
in the courtroom. Grand juries are conducted in 
secret, and people are still unaware how the gov- 
ernment has abused this process against political 
activists, including myself. (I spent five months 
in 1992-93 in jail for refusing to talk to a grand 
jury in Spokane, Washington which was investi- 
gating the actions of the ALF and other political 
activists.) 

When a grand jury looks into the actions of a 
political movement, their motive is usually not 
just to solve a "crime" but also to gather informa- 
tion on people and on the movement. The under- 
lying purpose of a grand jury is to cause fear and 
chaos in a movement in order to neutralize it. 

In order for a grand jury to start up, a "crime" 
must take place. So, let's say arsonists burn a 
Forest Service building down. First, special agents 
investigate the crime scene. After declaring the 
cause to be arson, a list of suspects is drawn up. 
Surveillance and wire taps are then set up (legally 
or illegally). Information gathering at this point is 
not always legal or constitutional; the idea is just 
to get suspects to subpoena. 

In the process of the investigation, the feds will 
approach activists they think will talk. Some people 
cooperate because they feel they have nothing to 
hide. This is a grave mistake! Do not discuss 
anything with feds, even if you think you do not 
know anything about what they are asking. Be 


polite or be rude, but tell them to buzz off! The 
fact is, if you do talk to them, they will likely keep 
coming back. Experience has shown that activists 
who do not talk and resist their questioning are 
not approached again. Remember, the FBI and the 
BATF are not your friends. 

After the initial investigation, people will be 
subpoenaed to testify in front of the grand jury. 
There are two types of subpoenas. One is a sub- 
poena ordering you to appear in front of the 
grand jury and the other is an invitation to talk to 
the grand jury. (Usually, the subpoena indicates if 
you are a target of the investigation.) I have 
received both. The first was an invitation, which 
I did not accept, in fact I did not even call them 
back. Three years later, I was in a parking lot in 
Eugene and was approached by a couple of feds 
with another subpoena which ordered me to tes- 
tify. I chose to cooperate and was flown to Spo- 
kane by the US Marshall Service and put in front 
of a grand jury. In this case, I made two key 
mistakes. One was that I did not have a lawyer 
present (you may have one outside of the room). 
The other mistake was that I answered a few 
questions I should not have. The questions were: 
my name, where I was born, and who came to 
Spokane with me (my sisters). Though these were 
not questions that put anyone else at risk, they 
were asked to loosen me up. 

When the real questions came and photos of 
activists were put on the table, I refused to talk 
and by that night I was in jail. I had connections 
to both the animal and the environmental move- 
ments. Jailing me sent a message to both move- 
ments. The feds used me as an example of what 
would happen if other people chose not to coop- 
erate. (There were at least three other grand juries 
operating at that time.) 

The feds may offer you immunity if you com- 
promise your beliefs and start singing. Normally, 
if you refuse to testify you are given another date 
to appear and will be offered immunity. The 
reality is that it is limited immunity. You are 
immune to prosecution based on your testimony, 
but if someone else testifies of your involvement, 
you can be indicted. So, even if you testify with 
immunity, you can still be prosecuted. 

Grand juries are very serious and can be difficult 
to resist. My advice is: Never, never, testify ! Keep 
your mouth shut, even if you do not know any- 
thing! Do not lie, or you may perjure yourself. The 
safest and most honorable thing to do is to not 
cooperate. Never compromise others or the cause 
at hand. Never talk to the feds if they come to your 


door. Never take a subpoena for someone else. 
Make sure your family and friends do not talk to 
the feds or accept subpoenas for you! If you are 
aware that there is a subpoena out there for you, 
go on an extended trip or go hiking. Make them 
work to find you. 

It is also very important to contact politically 
astute attorneys if you are subpoenaed to a grand 
jury. I have seen cases where attorneys not in- 
formed on political cases really messed things up. 
In one case, People for the Ethical Treatment of 
Animals (PETA) hired an attorney for activist 
Roger Troen who ended up making a deal that 
included testifying against other activists about 
an ALF break-in. I caution against offers by large 
mainstream groups, like PETA, of an attorney. 
They may have the money, but they also have a 
self-serving agenda. I have seen many cases in- 
volving direct action (night stuff, if you know 
what I mean) when attorneys hired by PETA have 
encouraged activists to take deals when there was 
a good chance they could have gotten off or spent 
less time in jail had they fought their prosecution. 
In one case in Europe, the defendants were en- 
couraged by PETA attorneys to plead insanity and 
take a psychological test. 

Paying for an attorney yourself can be finan- 
cially intimidating. If you do not have the money 
to pay for a lawyer, you can get help. For instance, 
in a case in 1993, a person was subpoenaed to a 
grand jury in Portland, Oregon. The National 
Activist Network and our attorney were with her 
at the hearing. Because of our knowledge of the 
grand jury process, we were able to postpone her 
appearance through discovery demands until the 
grand jury's term expired. She never had to face 
the grand jury and never even came close to going 
to jail. 

If you do not cooperate with a grand jury, you 
may go to jail. So be it. If others have spent up to 
five months in jail, you may have to do it too. 
Support will be there. 

If you choose to testify, the community will 
find out and not only will you have to deal with 
that but also with your own conscience as well. 
Honorable commitment to the cause is the most 
spiritual choice you can make for yourself. If you 
are not willing to honor the cause at hand, then 
you should reconsider your role as an activist. 

If you are subpoenaed or have been approached 
by any federal law enforcement for any reason, 
please contact the National Activist Network at 
(916) 452-7179. 



•Packs of live wolves to the warm blooded activists who froze their butts off 
and did all the dirty work to make the Yukon wolf kill moratorium a political 
reality. 

•A group howl to the Headwaters jail support and media teams. With up 
to 83 people in jail at any given time, the jail support team deserves a big group 

howl. The media team needs to 
hear our howls as well (instead of 
a phone ringing). 

•A howling sea wolf to 
the group of Greenpeace 
founders who used 
their 25th anniversary 
celebration to release 
a devastating report 
detailing Green- 
peace's failing mem- 
bership and lack of 
"inspirational ini- 
tiative. The report 
detailed the six-fig- 
ure salaries of 
Greenpeace direc- 
tors and their hierarchi- 
cal structure, both of which 
alienate their own canvassers 
and other supporters. 



and Poodles 

•Pukey the poodle to the Walt Disney Company for planning to capture 
endangered African elephants, hippos, and rhinos in South Africa for impor- 
tation to Florida for Disney's "Animal Kingdom." 

•A poodle lost in the woods to Recreational Equipment Inc. (REI). On page 
1 5 of their "Holiday Gift Book" they offer a T-shirt that 
"...celebrates REI's long standing commitment to wil- 
derness preservation." Yea, right, look at what it says 
on it: "Protecting the Outdoors for Recreation" 

•A wet, smelly poodle to Paul Watson 
who stood up at a Vancouver public 
hearing and voiced opposition to 
a city bylaw banning the captiv- 
ity of marine mammals. He 
spoke in support of the 
Vancouver Aquarium and 
chastised all of the animal 
rights activists present for 
wasting their energy when 
there are "real issues affecting 
these whales" out on the open 
sea (hunting, habitat destruc- 
tion, etc.). Does that mean that 
if whales are in captivity, at least 
they're safe from harm by hu- 
mans, Paul? 
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Multinationals Target Vermont Forests 


by Orin Langelle, Anne Petermann and 
Melissa Burch 

The global demand for paper and timber products 
is increasing exponentially while the forests of the 
world are being depleted at a drastically 
unsustainable rate. If this reality is combined with 
the fact that the Eastern seaboard is one of four 
places in the world where the forests are growing 
faster than they are being cut, it becomes clear why 
the multinationals are focusing on the East. 

This reality is evidenced by trends in the South- 
east and Vermont. The Native Forest Network (NFN) 
has launched a campaign that questions Vermont's 
forestry practices and offers solutions to preserve 
ecosystem health 
and community 
stability without 
the influence of 
multinational 
corporations. The 
NFN has called for 
a permanent ban 
on aerial herbi- 
cide spraying, an 
end to clearcut- 
ting statewide, to 
raw log (and/or 
woodchip) export 
and to commer- 
cial timber extrac- 
tion on federal 
and state land. 

The NFN also calls 
for a divestment 
campaign against 
Monsanto Chemical and revoking of the corporate 
charter of Champion International. 

Aerial Herbicides 

Champion International, the largest private land- 
holder in the state ( 1 40,000 acres), wants to spray an 
aerial herbicide (Accord) produced by Monsanto 
Chemical (a corporation that gave us PCBs and 
dioxins) on their land. This spraying would kill off 
the native hardwood species and create conditions 
favorable to the softwood species of spruce and fir. 
The boreal forests occur in island-like stands con- 
taining many unique and endemic threatened and 
endangered species. They are extremely vulnerable 
to disturbance. These areas need to be preserved as 
biodiversity reserves, not turned into monoculture 
plantations. Because Champion's primary product 
is paper, they favor softwoods, which have longer 
fibers. Champion exports the raw logs to their paper 
mills in New York and Maine. 

Glyphosate, the active ingredient in Accord, has 
been shown by scientists in Japan to be lethal to 
humans in amounts of only six ounces. Champion 
intends to spray 26,560 ounces on 1,000 acres per 
year. Additionally, the lab that Monsanto Chemical 
hired to study the effects of glyphosate has been 
indicted by the federal government on 20 counts of 
falsified results. For the sake of the immediate and 
future health of the local population, this spraying 
must be banned. 

Champion International has shown the reality 
of their aerial herbicide programs to be far from 
the perfect picture that they paint. In New Hamp- 
shire this past September they completely missed 
their target and sprayed lands owned by Interna- 
tional Paper. 

As we have seen elsewhere in the country, the 
multinationals have the advantage of exploiting 
the resources of a region until they are gone and 
then moving to a new location. In Montana, Cham- 
pion liquidated over 800,000 acres of forest, includ- 
ing large tracts of old growth, then left the state and 
the workers high and dry. 

Clearcutting 

Clearcutting is a growing threat to Vermont's 
forests. A report by the Vermont Department of 
Forests, Parks and Recreation shows the overall rate 
of clearcutting in the state rising dramatically. The 
study showed that in the past 1 9 years, over 200,000 
acres of the state's forests have been clearcut, with 
17 percent of the forests in Vermont's Northeast 
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Kingdom clearcut since 1977 (144,000 acres com- 
bined in three counties). In addition, the report also 
states that many of the state's counties have seen 
the rate of clearcutting at least double in the last 
four years. If that is not bad enough, in the north- 
western counties of Chittenden, Franklin, Grand 
Isle and Addison the acres clearcut per year have 
more than quadrupled. 

Raw Log Exports 

The increase in global timber consumption re- 
quires new sources and industry "specialists" (pri- 
vate landowners, loggers and state and federal offi- 
cials) agree that the international timber market is 
dramatically changing, placing new pressure on 
Vermont's forests. In Vermont and Maine approxi- 
mately 30 per- 
cent of the total 
saw log harvest is 
exported. Ninety- 
five percent of 
these exports go 
to Canada. There 
has been a four- 
fold increase in 
hardwood ex- 
ports from the 
Northern Forest 
in the past four 
years. In Ver- 
mont, 14 percent 
of the state's soft- 
* wood harvest was 
exported in 1966, 
whereas 46 per- 
cent of the state's 
softwood saw log 
harvest was exported in 1991. From '93 to '94, while 
the total saw log harvest in Vermont increased by 
only 17 percent, exports increased by 20 percent 
and the export of hardwood logs almost doubled 
Raw logs bound for other states and countries leave 
no benefit to the communities from which they 
were extracted. 

Commercial Timber Extraction on 
Federal and State Lands 

There is no good reason for industrial forestry on 
any land. On public land it's an absurd slap in the 
face to the public and the species that live there. 
State and national forests are supposed to be man- 
aged for " multiple use," which includes recreation 
and wildlife, but they are actually managed mostly 
for timber extraction. 

The US Forest Service continues to demonstrate 
that they are an agency out of control by repeatedly 
violating laws they are mandated to follow. Recent 


Forest Service actions in the Lamb Brook area of the 
Green Mountain National Forest (GMNF) are a 
perfect example. Lamb Brook, the largest roadless 
area in southern Vermont, is critical migratory song- 
bird and black bear habitat. Since December of 1995 
there has been a court ordered injunction against 
road building and timber extraction. But the Forest 
Service was caught recently cutting and bulldozing 
trees and moving large amounts of earth and rock in 
order to expand the Old Stage Road to accommo- 
date virtually any type of vehicle (including log 
skidders). All of this was done under the auspices of 
snowmobile trail repair — a blatant violation of the 
law. Green Mountain Forest Watch and others forced 
the Forest Service back into court on December 6 
over this flagrant violation. 

Lamb Brook is a perfect example of a below-cost 
sale. The Environmental Impact Statement and road 
building will cost the Forest Service more than they 
will make on the timber sale. This is corporate 
welfare. The public shouldn't have to pay for the 
depletion of its resources. The GMNF is the largest 
contiguous tract of land under one ownership in 
Vermont. It is our best opportunity to create a forest 
sizable enough to support deep woods species, many 
of which are threatened. There are over 250 endan- 
gered species in Vermont to he concerned about. 

Vermont's state forests are also under the gun. For 
example, Groton state forest, valued for its "sense of 
wilderness" and "quiet remoh ness," is threatened 
by plans to manage over 65 percent of it primarily 
for logging. Biodiversity will not even be considered 
as a factor in management until the year 2000! 
The NFN Corporate Campaign 

The NFN believes the citizens of Vermont have a 
right to know the records and practices of multina- 
tional corporations and their devastating impacts. 
From clearcuts and community devastation in Mon- 
tana to "Widowville" in Tennessee, Champion Inter- 
national is not a good corporate neighbor and its 
corporate charter should be dissolved. The NFN will 
work with all citizens opposed to multinationals in 
this effort. 

Monsanto Chemical is the source of all PCBs in 
the US and the pioneer of biotechnology for profit. 
Monsanto's complicity in workers' deaths and its 
production of rBGH for dairy products leads the 
NFN to call for a divestment campaign (especially 
at the University of Vermont which invests heavily 
in Monsanto). 

For further information please contact the Native 
Forest Network, Eastern North American Resource 
Center, POB 57, Burlington, VT 05402; (802) 863- 
0571, fax (802) 863-2532; e-mail: 

nfnena@igc.apc.org. 


MUTANT FROGS DEVASTATE MIDWEST 


by Ayelet Hines 

When a middle school class went on a nature 
walk last year near a pond in the Minnesota 
heartland they were greeted by a macabre recep- 
tion of deformed leopard frogs. Some of the frogs 
had as many as nine legs, and others had missing 
eyes and crippled or missing limbs. There were as 
many frogs with mutations as there were normal 
ones. From California to Vermont mutated frogs 
are showing up, giving the heebie-jeebies to even 
the most thick-skinned herpetologists. 

Explanations for the mutations vary from theo- 
ries about parasites, radiation and pesticides to 
ozone depletion and heavy metals, or a combina- 
tion of these. Whatever the cause, the mutations 
seem to be happening during the metamorpho- 
sis stage of development from tadpoles to frogs. 
Other than that speculation, the EPA arid other 
researchers are coming up empty handed. At this 
epidemic rate of mutation, it's a pretty sure bet 
that the problem is the result of a combination of 
factors. The culprit most likely ends up in the 
water, though it might first be airborne, because 
from state to state, the more aquatic frogs have 
more abnormalities. In one pond, 91 out of 94 


frogs were mutated, and at another pond over 64 
percent of the frogs studied were deformed. 

Historically, frogs have been the sentinel in- 
dicators of environments gone bad. With their 
very permeable skin they are extremely sensitive 
to even the most subtle changes in balances 
within their habitat. Nature's Chicken Little is 
clamoring shrilly that the sky is falling. Hell, 
what thunderclap could be louder and clearer? 
Will it have to be that over 50 percent of our 
ildren are born three-armed elephantitic 
/clopeses before the policy-makers extrapolate 
e consequences for the rest of life on this 
anet? Cindy Reinitz, the seventh grade teacher 
hose class discovered the mutants and who is 
now known as "The Frog Lady," claims that at 
least one person in every house in the wetlands 
area near the pond has cancer, though scientists 
are still working on that link. 

Meanwhile, we hope the Nine-legged Frog of 
Calaveras County is not the wave of the future. 
The state of Minnesota has set up a telephone 
hotline for people to report sightings of mutant 
frogs and the EPA is conducting it's own investi- 
gation. I shudder to think what more aAvake- 
up call is needed by the polluters and politicians. 



The Bread & Puppet Theatre troup performs during a rally against Champion 
International and Monsanto Chemical. Bread & Puppet did an artistic presen- 
tation of a forest assaulted by timber industry attempts to spray herbicides. 



Steel Skyscrapers 
and Silver Salmon 


by George Wuerthner 

I just returned from my 19th trip to Alaska. I am 
drawn repeatedly to the 49th state, largely because 
of its wild, undeveloped landscapes and abundant 
wildlife. 

In Alaska one doesn't have to go far to see 
wildlife in numbers that would be considered 
astounding in the lower 48 states. At Ship Creek, 
which flows through Anchorage, I watched people 
catch 20-pound silver salmon within sight of 
skyscrapers. One evening, I walked down to Knik 
Arm, just a few blocks from the city's tallest 
buildings, and saw the water blackened with flocks 
of ducks and geese so thick that their quacking 
and honking actually drowned out the city traffic. 
Another day I hiked in the Chugach Mountains, 
just beyond the city limits, where I encountered a 
grizzly, Dali sheep and several moose — all within 
ten miles of the city's core. 

Wildlife is abundant despite the fact that Anchor- 
age is one of the worse examples of urban sprawl and 
rampant, unplanned development found anywhere. 
Yet, grizzlies manage to survive almost within sight 
of the city limits, and salmon are abundant in creeks 
flowing through urban parks in this city of 250,000 
people. How can wildlife exist side by side with so 
many people? 

The answer is found in how the land not cov- 
ered with housing tracts is used. In Alaska, 
civilization is surrounded by wilderness, while 
even in the relatively unpeopled Rockies there are 
only small parcels of wilderness surrounded by a 
sea of manipulated lands. Alaska's example leads 
me to conclude that it's not subdivisions and 
urbanization that threaten wildlife, but wide- 
spread degradation and fragmentation of habitat 
resulting from activities such as logging, oil and 
gas development, farming and ranching. If the 
only habitat losses in the Rockies resulted from 
subdivisions, there would still be bison roaming 
just outside of Cheyenne. Wolf howls would be 
heard in Bozeman. Grizzlies might still be 
common along the foothills of the Front 
Range. 

Now, I'll be the first to admit that 
prairie dogs can't live under the pave- 
ment in shopping mall parking lots, 
and housing tracts make lousy habitat 
for grizzlies and wolves. Subdivisions 
and urbanization do destroy wildlife 
habitat as well as our collective sense 
of open space. I fully support planned 
and managed growth, and protection 
of open space by public or private 
acquisition or conservation easements. 

Furthermore, I enjoy the bucolic 
landscape of farms and small villages 
where such agricultural development 
is appropriate, like in the eastern 
United States. Vermont is a great model 
for places where it rains. But most of 
the West is like Alaska — unfit for 
development and human exploita- 
tion. Alaska makes a better model for 
the West to emulate than Vermont. 

Trying to "save" rural agricultural and 
logging communities will fail in much 
of the West because of climatic and 
geographic factors — with or without 
growing urbanization. 

Despite tremendous population 
growth in some parts of the West, there's 
still a lot of open space between our 
urban centers. It is not, however, 
unmanipulated space. It is space de- 
fined by cow pastures, wheat fields, oil 
fields and clearcuts. 

Look at Montana: Subdivisions and 
cities affect only a small percentage of 
the state, though it may seem crowded 
to most of the residents living in urban 


centers where development is greatest. 

But 18 million acres of Montana have 
been plowed up for crops, mostly wheat. 

Cows graze tens of millions more acres, 
and logging fragments much of the for- 
ested western half of the state. Species 
that are extinct or threatened with ex- 
tinction in the state include bison, Arc- 
tic grayling, wolf, grizzly, Columbia 
sharptail grouse, swift fox and black- 
footed ferret. These are not animals with 
restricted habitat requirements. Indeed, 
they were all once widespread and abun- 
dant. And it is not housing tracts, at least 
not yet, that threaten these species, but 
the widespread habitat loss and degra- 
dation resulting from farming, ranching 
and logging. 

The irony of this habitat loss is that 
we don't need to manipulate or exploit 
most of these lands to produce food or 
wood. Indeed, without subsidies, both 
environmental and monetary, much of 
the West would simply be unprofitable 
for these kinds of development. 

Of course, to feed and house our- 
selves we will need to grow crops and 
cut trees somewhere. Nevertheless, 
there are better places to provide for all 
of these human needs, with far fewer 
environmental costs or subsidies, than 
in the arid West. Furthermore, if the 
real costs of development were internalized, con- 
servation measures like recycling paper and using 
croplands to grow food for people, not cows, 
would become the norm. 

I would assert that trying to grow trees for com- 
mercial timber production at 9,000 feet in the 
Rockies or grazing cows in a desert is hardly a wise 
use of our resources. What the West does best is 
produce wildlife and wildlands. You can grows 
trees for 2x4s in Georgia, but a grizzly can't live 
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Anchorage, Alaska 

there. And it is better for the West's limited water 
to be home for cutthroat trout than to use it to 
grow hay for cattle. 

We don't need to depopulate the West to accom- 
plish this vision. We can have abundant wildlife 
with cities and towns sprinkled in between, as in 
Alaska. But the West will never reach its real poten- 
tial for wildlife production as long as we continue to 
degrade the majority of the land base for resources 
better produced elsewhere. 
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Gifford Pinchot Needs Protection 



by Ivan 

Bad things are happening in southern Washington's Gifford 
Pinchot National Forest (GP). The Louie/Rosey, Middle Fork, 20/35, 
Jammin', Little White DEMO, McToo, Paradise Hills and Greenhorn 
timber sales are all in violation of the President's Northwest Forest 
Plan. Combined, these sales contain close to 50 million board feet 
and over 2,000 acres of never before 
logged native and ancient forests. All 
have been sold or will be sold by the end 
of December '96, the expiration date of 
the Salvage Rider, making their obvious 
violations free from citizen challenge. 

In the Little White Salmon River drain- 
age, the Jammin' (8.3 million board feet, 

400 acres) and Little White DEMO (seven 
million board feet) sales are located in the 
Little Huckleberry Mt. roadless area. This 
area is adjacent to the 30,000 acre Lava 
Beds/Red Mountain/Bear Creek roadless 
area complex, which in turn borders the 
Indian Heaven Wilderness Area. This huge 
block of roadless country is amazing habi- 
tat for gray wolf, grizzly bear, goshawk, 
spotted owl, and many other species. The 
Little Huckleberry Mt. area also contains 
many unique plant communities, includ- 
ing remnant chinquapin trees at the far 
northern edge of their range. 

Another couple of bad sales with big 
problems are Walupt Cispus (six million 
board feet, 400 acres) and 20/35 (11 
million board feet, 400 acres). Located in 
the Cispus Adaptive Management Area, these sales plan to "regen- 
erate" perfectly healthy, classic old growth and extirpate known 
spotted owl pairs. Some units in Walupt Cispus border the Goat 
Rocks Wilderness Area and all provide habitat for over 18 critters 
listed under the ESA. Adaptive Management Areas place emphasis 
on integrating innovative approaches at timber harvest with main- 
tenance of late-successional forests, healthy riparian zones and 
hivh nualitv recreational values. 


In September, environmental groups, including the Northwest 
Ecosystem Alliance and Cheetwoot Wilderness Alliance, filed an 
appeal with the Forest Service over the Louie/Rosey, Middle Fork, 
20/35 and Walupt Cispus sales. This appeal was symbolic and was 
accompanied by a demonstration at the Vancouver, Washington 
headquarters of the GP. Over 50 people carried blank signs and wore 
gags over their mouths to protest the "gag rule" of the Salvage Rider. 

The Forest Service did not even re- 
spond to the appeal before awarding the 
Louie/Rosey sale to Bugaboo timber com- 
pany of Mill City, Oregon in late Octo- 
ber. Louie/Rosey contains a 15-acre unit 
where many trees marked for cutting are 
over 500 years old. A few protesters ap- 
peared at the auction including local 
Sierra Clubbers and former Congress- 
man Jim Jontz (now head of the Western 
Ancient Forest Campaign) to eyeball the 
timber purchasers. Some riff-raff type 
videotaped the purchasers while warn- 
ing them that they may become involved 
in a legal challenge if they went ahead 
and bought the sale. By the end, the law 
enforcement was asking us if we were 
planning any property destruction— 
quite a speculation and clearly revealing 
a bias against legitimate activists. 

To get to the point, these sales can all 
be cut beginning this spring. Every sale is 
full of pristine native forests and hidden 
away deep in a lot of the units are some 
of the oldest forests around. We can't let 
the Clinton Administration get away 
with cutting these sales without a huge effort to stop them. Now's 
the time to remind the world that the Clinton Forest Plan is a crock 
and doesn't protect a thing. Although the Rider is expiring it is no 
time to sit back. Let's build on the momentum of 1996 and shut 
down every new timber sale in 1997. 

Call the Cascadia Forest Alliance in Portland at (503) 241-4879 to 
learn how to get more involved in the spring campaign to stop the 
Clinton Forest Plan in the Gifford Pinchot. 


The Forest Service wants you to trust them about Eagle Creek 


by Suzy Salamander 

The minds behind the Salvage Rider must have counted on the 
public's short attention span — now that everyone's eyes glaze over 
at the mention of salvage, a whole new batch of timber sales are 
being auctioned before the Rider's December 31 expiration date. 
One of these is the Eagle Sale, located near Estacada in the Mt. Hood 
National Forest. Released under the President's Northwest Forest 
Plan, the sale has caused an outcry from environmental activists 
concerned about watershed quality and the protection of several 
species of threatened fungi. 

The 6,500 acre Eagle Creek drainage holds a vibrant native forest 
of western hemlock, Douglas fir, noble fir, Western red cedar and 
some Pacific silver fir. Most of the trees are about 150 years old, but 
some 250-500 year old survivors of forest fires in the mid 1800s still 
live in the area. Most of the forest is classified as Late Successional 
Reserve under the forest plan, with sizable spotted owl habitat. The 
Eagle watershed is home to coho and Chinook salmon and wild 
cutthroat trout. Although logging has clearcut 775 acres in the 
recent past, a sizable area remains roadless. 

The sale plans call for logging 26.4 million board feet from 1,030 
acres. Slopes in some areas are quite steep, up to 90 percent in grade. 
About eight miles of forest bordering the Salmon-Huckleberry 
Wilderness Area boundary will be cut. 

Many have voiced concern over the sale's planned destruction 
of 126 acres of spotted owl habitat. But what galvanized activists 
into strong opposition to the sale was the discovery of three fungal 
species and one plant species listed as "threatened, endangered or 
sensitive" by the Northwest Forest Plan. Federal agencies are 
required to "manage known sites" of listed species. Threatened 
flora found within the Eagle Sale area are two Ramaria species (one 
commonly known as red-tipped coral fungus), a bright yellow cup 
fungus (stalked orange peel fungus) and a saprophytic plant 
species, Allotropa. This plant (commonly known as candystick), 
depends on a relationship with a fungus in the soil for nutrients 
instead of photosynthesis like other plants. Similarly, the mush- 
rooms depend on mychorrizal soil relationships with the trees in 
the forest, which maintain proper moisture and shade conditions 
for the fungi to prosper. 

When activists with the Cascadia Forest Alliance brought these 
threatened species to the attention of the Forest Service, it caused 
them to delay signing the final record and to send agency botanists 
out to survey the sales. Botanists have marked additional trees to be 


saved around the mush- 
rooms and to protect the 
soil from machine distur- 
bance. Forest Service bota- 
nist Marty Stein says the 
agency has done its best 
to afford these species 
some protection. But ac- 
tivists believe the re- 
sponse of the Forest Ser- 
vice has not been ad- 
equate. The botanists 
have only surveyed four 
of the 26 units and have 
no plans to survey the 
entire sale before the auc- 
tion. From a biological 
standpoint, it is impos- 
sible to tell which trees 
may have mychorrizal 
relationships with these 
mushrooms, as the fun- 
gal bodies often extend 
long distances under the soil and may not produce a mushroom 
above ground in the same place every year. The resulting change in 
microclimate that accompanies the loss of canopy discourages 
mushroom growth. One timber unit would be impossible to buffer, 
as the coral fungi proliferate throughout it. The area is a very special 
one of high diversity which deserves protection as a Research 
Natural Area. 

Despite public pressure to drop or delay the sale, the Forest Service 
still plans to auction the sale mid-December. The sale will just scoot 
in just under the expiration of the Salvage Rider. Forest Supervisor 
Roberta Moltzen certified that the Eagle sale meets all environmental 
laws. The agency public relations officer had only apologies about 
lack of time and resources when asked why a strategy to protect the 
threatened species in all the units has not been developed. For those 
not ready to simply trust the Forest Service to comply with environ- 
mental laws, there will be no recourse through legal appeals chan- 
nels. Sound familiar? Stay tuned for opportunities this spring to tell 
the Forest Service what you want to see done on your public lands. 

Call District Ranger John Berry of the Estacada Ranger District 
(503) 630-6861 to complain. 



Unit Two, Eagle Sale 
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OSU Pays Big to Kill Red Squirrels 


Ohio State University (OSU) officials have announced 
their intention to join the controversial Columbus Tele- 
scope Project planned for Mount Graham in Arizona. 
Mount Graham's unique old-growth boreal forest is an 
evolutionary wonder that would be seriously degraded by 
the proposed telescope. If completed, the Mount Graham 
International Observatory would destroy one-quarter of 
the mountain's remnant virgin forest, critical habitat for 
several threatened and endangered species, including the 
federally listed Mount Graham red squirrel. Traditional 
San Carlos Apache Indians have long opposed University 
of Arizona (UA) plans to desecrate their most sacred 
mountain, Dzil Nchaa Si An, calling the development "an 
act of profound disrespect" which would prevent them 
from practicing their religion. OSU's participation would 
provide the University of Arizona with much needed 
political and financial support for a project which has 
been internationally disgraced as environmentally and 
culturally destructive. 

Since withdrawing from the controversial project in 
1991 (OSU was one of the original four partners in the 
Columbus Telescope), OSU officials have been negotiat- 
ing in secret with astronomers from UA to re-enter as a 
one-eighth share partner at a cost of over $12 million. 
They have apparently learned from UA the finer nuances 
of university conduct involving unethical activities. While 
denying their involvement to student activists, OSU as- 
tronomers have hired personnel and shifted department 
funds to enable them to rejoin the project with little 
opportunity for opposition. 

They spent undisclosed thou- 
sands of dollars to have an 
"independent" public relations 
report prepared which negated 
any credible controversy to 
the telescope project. Tele- 
scopes on Mount Graham are 
actively opposed by almost 
every major US conservation 
group and American Indian 
tribe; two lawsuits also pose 
threats to the construction of 
the observatory. 

A recent visit to OSU by a 
traditional Apache spokesper- 
son has put the school in the 
hot seat. They no longer can 
innocently cite the fabricated 
"neutrality" of the Apache tribe 
without supporting UA's divide 


and conquer plan to suppress Apache freedom of religion on 
Mount Graham. OSU will also find it hard to escape interna- 
tional protest if they choose to be the first North American 
institution to support UA's two congressional exemptions of 
all US environmental and cultural protection laws. To date, 
over 25 North American institutions have withdrawn from 
the Mount Graham International Observatory, leaving only 
foreign investors who are relatively insensitive to American 
land use and immune to protest. 

What has been described as a "sweet deal" for OSU (the UA 
is so desperate for an American investor that they are giving 
OSU $4 million to rejoin the project!) may well become a 
financial and political nightmare, as the Columbus Tele- 
scope is currently ten years behind schedule and has been 
subject to severe engineering changes and cost overruns. 

OSU President Gordon Gee recently told Apache and 
environmental activists that the university has an open ear 
and is very concerned about the issues surrounding the 
Mount Graham International Observatory. He also said 
that the university will move forward with its plans to join 
the project. Since that meeting and the escalation of local 
protest, however, the University has started to show some 
signs that this is not a done deal. There has even been talk 
of "a compromise." Taking the lead from the UA, OSU 
would like to make a deal for the support of some San Carlos 
Apache tribal members, disregarding the uncompromising 
stand of the traditional people whose religion is not for sale. 
Regardless, OSU is putting this project on the fast track. A 
Memorandum of Understanding is currently being pre- 
pared for UA and a contract 
may be signed as soon as Feb- 
ruary. If this issue is brought 
into public debate, it is likely 
that OSU will recognize the 
risk it poses to its reputation 
and will not support the des- 
ecration of Mount Graham. 

Please take action to help pro- 
tect Mount Graham. Call, write 
and fax OSU's President today: 
E. Gordon Gee, President, Ohio 
State University, 205 Bricker 
Hall, 190 N. Oval Drive, Co- 
lumbus, OH 43210; (614) 292- 
2424; fax (614) 292-1231. 

For more information con- 
tact Arizona Earth First!, POB 
3412, Tucson, AZ 85722; (520) 
740-0810. 



Ohio State University students protest plan to rejoin telescope project 


Ward Valley Dump debunked 


by Daniel Patterson 

On November 22 in Irvine, California, in a show of unity 
and strength, members of the Colorado River area Tribes 
and the Ward Valley Coalition held a press conference to 
tell the nuclear and biotech industries, "It's over!" They 
made it clear that environmental and spiritual concerns 
over a planned radioactive waste dump can not be miti- 
gated and industry efforts to build the dump should be 
halted, for good. 

The ten year fight over developing a radioactive waste 
dump in the eastern Mojave desert centers on a proposed 
BLM land transfer of 1,000 acres of critical habitat for the 
threatened desert tortoise. California Gov. Pete Wilson 
has been trying for years to get the BLM to transfer the 
land to the state so the dump can be built. The site is 
sacred to all lower Colorado River Tribes and is sur- 
rounded by six wilderness areas and the Mojave National 
Preserve. Radioactive wastes from California, at least three 
other states and possibly the US Department of Energy 
would be buried in unlined trenches in Ward Valley. 

Concurrent with the press conference was a California 
Radioactive Waste (CalRAD) Forum conference and strat- 
egy session on building the dump. CalRAD Forum member 
groups include utility companies and industries that sup- 
port the building of the Ward Valley dump. Opponents, 
however, insist that there will be no dump at Ward Valley. 
Period. "CalRAD Forum members and government officials 
have consistently ignored our concerns," said Claudette 
White, councilwoman, Quechan Tribe. "As such, they 
continuously advocate the desecration of our ancestral 
sacred lands in order to bury their radioactive wastes. ..There 
is no way to mitigate our concerns. It's over." 


Added Steve Lopez of the Moj ave Tribe, "The valley and our 
brother the tortoise are sacred to the Mojaves. It is too close to 
the Colorado River and we will not allow the nuclear industry 
to destroy our life blood.. . the environment is our mother. We 
will not allow our mother to be killed by nuclear waste." 

Activists from San Diego and Orange County EF!, 
Greenpeace, Christian churches, Alliance for Survival and 
the Orange County Green Party also spoke out forcefully 
against the dump project. Tribal members tried to peacefully 
make a statement to the CalRAD Forum conference but were 
turned down by a spokesperson. No surprises there. CalRAD 
Forum organizers seemed still shaken from a past meeting 
where a coalition member infiltrated and locked-down. This 
time, notes were directly delivered to the CalRAD organizers 
that said, "It's over." One EF! activist calmly ripped up 
industry propaganda and dropped it on the floor in front of 
conference organizers. There were no arrests. 

The BLM is currently preparing a supplemental EIS for the 
proposed dump. The draft will be out this winter. Contact 
BLM to request a copy as soon as it is released: BLM 
California State Office, 2135 Butano Drive Sacramento, CA 
95825, (916) 979-2845; fax (916) 979-2925. It would also be 
great to send respectful letters to BLM California State 
Director Ed Hastey, urging him to protect public natural 
resources and oppose the Ward Valley dump. 

If you are in the Southwest this winter, please visit Ward 
Valley. Take Water Road exit off 1-40, about 22 miles west 
of Needles, California (site and camp are south of the 
highway). The coalition plans to maintain the encamp- 
ment at the site as long as needed. Serious activists wel- 
comed. Contact the Ward Valley Coalition office in Needles, 
107 F Street, Needles, CA 92363, (619) 326-6267, fax (619) 
326-6268; email savewardvalley@rippers.com. 


Walton 
Landowners 
Fight Law- 
less Logging 

by Lisa Wisnewski 

Roseburg Forest Products, the larg- 
est family-owned forest products com- 
pany in the nation, is openly disre- 
garding provisions of the Endangered 
Species Act on their private lands by 
refusing to apply for an "incidental 
take" (i.e. permission to kill) permit 
for the Good Hominy unit of their 
timberlands known to support the 
northern spotted owl. 

Good Hominy is located near the 
town of Walton, Oregon, about 35 
miles west of Eugene. In this locale, 
only seven percent of the original 
spotted owl habitat remains. One pair 
is known to be nesting in the area. A 
marbled murrelet was also sighted in 
the unit, however the federal agen- 
cies claim it was just "incidental." 
Below the steep slopes of the unit 
runs a Class 1 fish-bearing stream 
known to support coho and Chinook. 
This area must be preserved if there is 
truly a commitment to the survival 
and recovery of these species. 

In 1993, a Fish and Wildlife Service 
biologist declared the unit suitable 
habitat for the northern spotted owl, 
thus requiring the land owner to ap- 
ply for an "incidental take" permit if 
the unit was to be logged. This would 
then obligate the land owner to enter 
into a Habitat Conservation Plan 
where some suitable habitat on their 
private lands would be reserved for 
the endangered species. Roseburg For- 
est Products is taking a no-compro- 
mise stand on the right to exploit 
their private lands by knowingly and 
deliberately sidestepping this process 
and getting the cut out anyway. They 
assumed the FWS had better things to 
do than check up on them, but they 
didn't reckon on the watchful eye of 
the Organization of Walton Land- 
owners. They now find themselves in 
federal court defending their deci- 
sions. This court case will set a prece- 
dent on the rights of private property 
owners with regard to endangered 
species that may reside on their lands. 

Cutting began in late October and 
1 5 of 94 acres have trees laying on 
the ground. An injunction was pre- 
pared by the FWS in Portland de- 
manding Roseburg Forest Products 
"cease and desist" any further cutting 
of the unit and begin negotiations for 
a land-swap agreement. Still, the cut- 
ting continued. 

In the courtroom, things are not 
much better. The case will be decided 
by Eugene Federal Judge Michael 
Hogan, the judge who expanded the 
reach of the Salvage Rider last year. 
Biologists from the BLM and FWS are 
reportedly poorly prepared and given 
to caving in to industry. This prece- 
dent-setting case needs more public 
outrage! 

Please vent in the following direc- 
tions: US Fish and Wildlife Service 
POB 59 Portland, OR 97207; (503) 
872-5275; Governor John Kitzhaber, 
160 State Capitol, Salem, OR 97310- 
0370; (503) 378-3548; and Roseburg 
Forest Products POB 1088 Roseburg, 
OR 97470; (541) 679-3311. 
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Community Forestry in Thailand 


by Lyndy Worsham and Marty Bergoffen 

The Gourd may Sink, 

and the Stone may Float, 

and the World may Turn Upside Down, 

but We still must Care for the Forests. 

— Karen poem, translated from Thai 

The forests of Thailand have suffered severe 
exploitation and abuse over the last century. 
Such maltreatment ultimately led to a ban on 
all commercial logging throughout the country 
in 1989. However, the logging ban is fraught 
with loopholes, poorly enforced and remains 
controversial. Since its imposition there has 
been a dramatic increase in illegal logging. 

Many people and organizations seek a more 
permanent solution, including ethnic minori- 
ties who retain much of their historical and 
cultural dependence on healthy forests. 

One practical solution arising from the grass- 
roots level is community forestry (bah chum 
chon), which was developed and adopted by 
people living in forested areas throughout 
Thailand. This program sets aside large areas of 
relatively healthy forest for preservation and 
applies special remedial efforts for degraded 
forests, designated as recovery areas. 

Community forestry has been accepted by 
various factions of the Thai government, and a 
bill officially adopting the practice has been 
written by lawyers representing a coalition of 
ethnic minorities, academics, NGOs, farmers 
and Buddhist monks. In celebration of the 50th 
anniversary of King Bhumibol's ascension to 
the throne, this coalition has initiated a cam- 
paign to preserve 50 million trees through Buad 
Bah tree ordination ceremonies, including the 
forests of Black Turtle Pond (Nong Kishu). 

In September 1996, the Karen ,^nd Hmong hill 
tribe villages around Nong Kishu in Northern 
Thailand adopted the policies of community 
forestry, declaring their surrounding forest 
sacred and essential to their survival and well 
being. The weekend's events included meetings 
with government officials and local NGOs, but 
the highlight was a Buddhist ceremony called 
buad bah, literally "Ordained Forest," held in 
recognition of the sacredness of the forest. The 
mutual commitment among the villages' Bud- 
dhist monks and government officials aims to 
heal the forest. More heavily abused areas will 
receive special rehabilitation efforts. Finally, the 
agreement is designed to improve the surround- 
ing villages' access to healthy forests essential 
to their way of life. 

Hill tribes have occupied the forests of Thai- 
land for centuries, despite the presence of 
logging concessions. One group may arguably 
be considered indigenous and includes the 
Karen and Lua hill tribes. These typically seden- 


tary peoples settle in low-lying valleys where 
they practice subsistence agriculture, mostly 
wet rice-paddy cultivation. On the surrounding 
hillsides they practice shifting cultivation, in 
which the land is cultivated for one year and 
then left fallow for ten years. 

In order to reduce the dependence of some of 
the hill tribes on opium cultivation, the Royal 
Forestry Department (RFD) established a pro- 
gram to replace poppy cultivation with other 
cash crops, mainly cabbages. While this pro- 
gram is laudable for its antidrug tone, it has 
led to at least two serious problems in the 
villages. First, growing non-indigenous crops 
requires massive inputs of pesticides and herbi- 
cides which contaminate soil and water. Sec- 
ond, growing cash crops creates a dangerous 
dependence on the whimsical "free market" 
and alters the style of living for the villagers. 
The villagers are thus forced to poison their 
land and water, and further compromise their 
already fractured culture. 

Jn a tree ordination ceremony, monks 
ordain trees by praying and wrapping 
saffron robes around the trunks. 

The RFD was established to curb the misman- 
agement of Thailand's forest by colonialists, but 
has a reputation of exploiting indigenous hill 
tribes in the forests of Thailand. RFD has not 
complied with the 1989 logging ban. After the 
original teak forests were cut, RFD made a point 
of removing the hill tribes (by force when 
necessary) and then planting the cut-over areas 
with fast growing mono-crops such as eucalyp- 
tus, under the guise of "reforestation efforts." 
The hill tribes; many of which were relocated •* 
ont.o |#nds unsuitable for cultivation, were thus 
forced to turn more forest into agricultural 
land, allowing the RFD to scapegoat them. 

The area around Black Turtle Pond, inhabited 
by Karen and Hmong hill tribes, lies in a valley 
poisoned by the waste products of the mining 
concessions granted in the region in the early 
1950s. The effects of rampant logging (silt 
among them) and mining (water poisoning) 
combined to cause fertility loss in the valley's 
prime rice paddies, leading to a crisis for the 
villages. The formerly self-sufficient Karen are 
now relying increasingly on cash crops. The 
Thai government is aware of this crisis, and 
attempts have been made at finding alternative 
solutions. However, government implementa- 
tion has been slow. 

The villages of Black Turtle Pond, already 
forced to radically change their life-style, have 
taken courageous steps ahead of the govern- 
ment to preserve the forest which sustains 
them. In the late 80s environmentally con- 



Buddhist monks chant while the head monk and villagers wrap saffron around a tree to ordain it. 


cemed Buddhist 
monks adapted 
the baud cer- 
emony to address 
the earth crisis 
assailing the 
community. 

Traditionally the 
word baud in the 
Thai language 
refers to a Bud- 
dhist ceremony 
that men undergo 
to signify their 
entrance into 
monkhood. Now 
the adapted 
ceremony baud 
bah (which means 
"ordained forest") 
is used to raise 
environmental 
awareness and 
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teach all Thai about the value of forests by 
ordaining trees. In the baud bah monks pray 
and wrap saffron robes around the trunks of 
trees to declare their sacredness. Buad bah has 
worked well because most Thais deeply respect 
the saffron robe. In short, nobody would dare 
cut the sanctified trees out of respect for the 
saffron robe and its inextricable link with 
Buddhism. 

The Event 

After traveling to the valley on September 28, 
visitors were treated to a meal of soup and rice. 
Following the meal, people from the surround- 
ing villages joined the visitors for a meeting in 
the village headman's house. Using large maps 
with overlays, various villagers explained the 
history of the valley, and the leaders explained 
their plan to preserve the forest. 

The procession to the forest started around 
nine in the morning, while members of other 
villages joined in as the parade passed their 
village. After hiking about three kilometers, the 
parade numbered a few hundred, and everyone 
congregated in the forest. An outdoor temple 
had been built for the day's event, with a shrine 
containing Buddha images and a picture of the 
King. 

After everyone was seated, seven monks 
arrived, dressed in their saffron robes. The 
ceremony began with prayers chanted in Pali, 
the Buddhist's religious language. After a short 
pause, the head monk told the villagers it was 
an honor to sanctify their forest. He then said 
a prayer to honor and protect the forest, and 
after more chanting and prayers, people ate 
together. 

Following lunch, members of local NGOs and 
government officials offered gifts to the monks 
and a small sum of money to each village to be 
used to protect the forest. Eaqft offering in- * 
eluded a brief speech extolling the virtues of 
forests, and the importance of their preserva- 
tion. 

Finally, the head monk rose, led a last chant, 
and, with the village headman, wrapped a 
saffron robe around a large teak tree. Robes 
were distributed to the entire congregation, 
which joyously wrapped hundreds of trees in 
the surrounding area. The ceremony ended 
with the Buddhist custom of tying twine around 
each other's wrist with a prayer for good luck. 
This custom symbolically binds the group in 
their commitment to preserve the forest. 

Black Turtle Pond, Nong Kishu 

The area in which the community forest 
program is to be carried out comprises about 
6,000 rai (1 rai = 0.37 acres). Of this, the plan 
calls for 4,000 rai to be a permanent forest 
reserve, with no timber cutting allowed. One 
thousand rai of highly degraded land will be 
designated for recovery, most of which is 
former opium fields or sites of intensive logging 
along the creeks. Finally, 1,000 rai will be used 
for human needs, either agriculture or timber 
production. 

An important part of this plan is the provi- 
sion authorizing timber extraction from the 
forest. The plan states that timber cutting will 
be limited to local needs only, and any logging 
must be approved by a committee of representa- 
tives from all the villages. Projects which don't 
benefit the entire community are likely to be 
rejected. Furthermore, rather than using de- 
structive, even-aged management, the villagers 
will select tree-by-tree which one to cut. And 
the compact requires intensive reforestation 
efforts, with 10 trees replanted for each cut. 

People who violate the plan by illegally 
cutting trees will be subject to harsh fines of 
500 Baht (US $20) per tree (as well as forfeiting 
the trees) for the first violation, with higher 
fines for subsequent incursion. The sale of land 
to outsiders is forbidden under the plan with 
similar sanctions. 



Implementation 

While the plan is admirable for its foresight, 
there are at least two potential problems. First, 
the plan continues to allow cattle grazing in all 
parts of the forest, including recovery areas. 

This has proven to be a problem in other parts 
of the world, but may not have such a heavy 
effect in Notig Kishu, where there are subsis- 
tence cattle rather than agribusiness' herds. 

Secondly, mining continues to plague Nong 
Kishu, as elsewhere around the world. Placer 
mining adds massive sediment and significant 
toxicity to streams and tears up entire stream- 
beds. Toxic chemicals continue to be a problem 
downstream, making surrounding lands unliv- 
able. As one villager stated, "Our whole liveli- 
hood has been destroyed by the presence of 
greedy mining companies." Thailand continues 
to fail to implement effective regulation of 
mining operations. For community forestry to 
be truly effective, the Thai government must 
give the local villagers a say regarding the mine, 
and require the mining company to restore the 
land to its original healthy state, or at least 
fully compensate the villages for their loss of 
livelihood. 

After many successful community forest 
designations, following loud demonstrations in 
Bangkok by thousands of ethnic minorities and 
environmental activists, the Thai government 
agreed to support a bill legalizing the practice 
of community forestry. Subsequently, a coali- 
tion of NGOs and local villages drafted a bill 
based on their experience. 

While the bill found this support in the 
previous administration of Prime Minister 
Barnharn Silapa-Archa, Thailand's new Prime 
Minister, General Chavalit, is well known for 
his pro-logging stance and may not allow the 
forests to escape the control of RFD. Certainly, 
if Chavalit's recent actions are any indication, 
forests in and out of Thailand will be heavily at 
risk (in January, he illegally brokered the pur- 
chase of 1 million cubic meters of wood from 


Cambodia to benefit his logging 
company cronies). Therefore, 
more public pressure is needed 
to ensure that a community 
forestry bill is passed to Parlia- 
ment and signed by the King. 

Pressure on the government is 
needed to introduce and pass a 
community forestry bill. This 
pressure must come from all 
Thai people, not just the hill 
tribes. Ultimately, all of Thai- 
land is dependent on forests for 
clean air and water, and a 
plethora of other benefits. A 
Community Forestry Act will 
present an excellent model for 
all countries that strive to 
conserve their forests and can 
only serve to advance badly 
needed forest protection efforts 
elsewhere, including the United 
States and the rest of the "devel- 
oped" world. 

By combining spiritual ele- 
ments with a government- 
approved plan to preserve the 
forest, the villagers of Nong 
Kishu have taken a bold step 
forward, proceeding ahead of 
the Thai government in forest 
protection efforts. Although the 
hill tribes are not predomi- 
nantly Buddhist, the villagers 
have participated in a Buddhist 
ceremony to bring a reverence 
to their commitment to protect 
the forest. Community forestry 
allows local villages to live 



Woman of the Karen hill tribe with kids 


autonomously in their local land. The people of Regional Community Forestry Training Center, 
Nong Kishu have incentive to maintain healthy POB 1111, Kasetsart University, Bangkok 10903, 
forests for the benefit of themselves and future Thailand; (662) 940-5700, fax (662) 561-4880; 


generations. 


email: corveer@mozart.inet.co.th 


For further information contact: 



Flows 


Unocal 76 and Texaco are involved in natural 
gas ventures with one of the world's most brutal 
and repressive military regimes, Burma's State 
Law and Order Restoration Council (SLORC). 
SLORC has been condemned by the US Congress, 
the US State Department, the European Parlia- 
ment, the United Nations Human Rights Com- 
mission, the International Labor Organization, 
Amnesty International and ten Nobel Laureates 
for human rights violations. SLORC maintains 
financial solvency and political legitimacy largely 
through partnerships with foreign oil compa- 
nies. 

In February 1995, Unocal signed a contract 
with SLORC to extract and transport natural gas 
using a pipeline from the Yadana Field, located 43 
miles off Burma's coast, to Ratchaburi, Thailand. 
This gas pipeline will run for 218 miles, of which 
41 cross southern Burma's Tenasserim province. 

The Yadana Field is estimated to have a market 
value of $6. 5 billion. Unocal's current net share of 
payments to SLORC to gain the concession is 
about $10 million. Unocal and its partners will 
get $400 million annually from Thailand for the 
gas. 

Texaco is drilling for gas in the Gulf of Martaban, 
the Yetagun Field, 260 miles south of Burma's 
capital city, Rangoon. Texaco's gas pipeline will 
connect with the Unocal pipeline project for 
transport of the gas to Thailand. 

Exploration, development and production of 
natural gas has risks similar to those of oil extrac- 
tion. Impacts from gas exploitation include dump- 
ing toxic drilling muds (with radioactive mate- 
rial), air pollution from drilling rigs and releases 
of toxic chemicals such as hydrogen sulfide into 
the sea and air. 





The ecology of the pipeline area is very diverse, 
ranging from coastal wetlands to one of the last 
mountainous dense tropical forests in Burma. Just 
south of the pipeline area the local people have 
established a protected wildlife sanctuary which 
contains tigers, rhinoceros, elephants and other 
rare species. 

Unocal has not publicly released any 
environmental assessment study. Projected 
environmental impacts from the pipeline include 


forest clearing, fragmentation of habitat, disruption 
of biological corridors, establishment of logging 
concessions, and increased poaching of endangered 
species. 

The pipeline project is connected to some of 
Burma's worst human rights violations. The pipe- 
line area is the homeland of the Karen, Mon and 
Tavoy peoples. This venture is linked to involun- 
tary village relocation, the forced labor of tens of 
thousands of local inhabitants and fatalities at the 
hands of the SLORC troops. The entire region is a 
war zone due to the ethnic people's need to defend 
themselves against SLORC attacks. 

In reference to threats by the Karen and Mon 
armies, who are trying to protect their people, 
Unocal president John Imle said: "If you threaten 
the pipeline, there's going to be more military. If 
forced labor goes hand in glove with military, yes, 
there will be more forced labor. For every threat to 
the pipeline there will be a reaction." 

In the late 1980s a democracy movement gained 
widespread support from the entire spectrum of 
Burmese society, including its diverse ethnic na- 
tionalities. People took to the streets to demon- 
strate for democracy, but the military retaliated in 
the summer of 1988 by gunning down thousands 




of civilians. Soon afterward the military announced 
that SLORC would rule the country. Years of 
ruthless and violent repression against all citizens 
have been the result. 

On May 27, 1 990, SLORC held elections and the 
National League for Democracy (NLD) gained 80 
percent of the seats. SLORC nullified the election 
results and placed NLD leaders under arrest, in- 
cluding Aung San Suu Kyi. In 1991, Aung San Suu 
Kyi won the Nobel Peace Prize, but remained a 
prisoner under house arrest until her release in 
July of 1995. Despite Suu Kyi's release, which 
many hoped would spark an improvement in 
human rights standards, widespread political re- 
pression, human rights abuses, abject poverty, 
forced labor and summary executions continue 
unabated. 

What you can do: 

•Write or call the CEOs of Unocal and Texaco. 
Tell them to withdraw from Burma. 

•Don't buy Union 76 or Texaco gas and other 
products and tell them why. 

•Cut up your credit card and send it back to 
Unocal or Texaco. 

•Send $5.00 to the International Rivers Net- 
work to receive an activist's packet and become 
more involved: IRN, 1847 Berkeley Way, Berkeley, 
CA 94703. 

•Join the Free Burma Coalition. Call (608) 256- 
6572; email zni@students.wisc.edu. 

Roger Beach, CEO, Unocal Corporation, 2141 
Rosecrans Blvd., Suite 4000, El Segundo, CA 90245; 
(310) 726-7600. 

Mr. Peter Bijur, CEO, Texaco Inc., 2000 
Westchester Avenue, White Plains, NY 10650; 
(914) 253-4000; fax (914) 253-7753. 

— International Rivers Network 
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Bislowi€za Forgst 


by Tom Fullum 


For more than a year, the chainsaws have been silent in the 
Bialowieza Primeval Forest of Poland. Thanks to a multi-year interna- 
tional campaign led by the Polish environmental group, Workshop 
for All Beings, the government declared a moratorium on the 
logging of old-growth trees in July, 1995. However, an impending 
decision by the Ministry of Natural Resources, Environmental 
Protection and Forestry could unleash the chainsaws again. 

The Bialowieza Primeval Forest, which covers approximately 1,400 
sq. km., uncomfortably straddles the Polish-Belarussian border. It 
contains the last remnants of native lowland temperate forest in 
Europe, and is famous as the most important refuge for European 
bison which were extirpated during World War I and reintroduced 
in 1929. It is also home to wolf, lynx, beaver, masked shrew, moose 
and numerous threatened birds. 

For generations the Bialowieza served as hunting grounds for 
Russian Czars and Polish Kings and was thus spared from conversion 
into agricultural lands. Even the Nazis protected the forest for similar 
reasons during World War II, a war that devastated many other 
Polish forests. The Bialowieza Forest survived in its natural condition 
for thousands of years, after which it began to suffer intensive 
timber exploitation in the 1950s. 

At the center of the Bialowieza campaign is the demand to set 
aside the entire forest area as a fully protected national park. The 
Polish government and the scientific community have long ac- 
cepted that the core protected area needs to be greatly enlarged in 
view of the immense biological importance of the whole forest. The 
logging moratorium was seen as an interim measure by environmen- 
talists to protect the old-growth forest while national park designa- 
tion was secured by the international campaign. 

Prior to the 1995 moratorium, only a small "island" of 47 sq. km. 
(18 sq. miles) was completely protected as a national park, while 
logging in the remaining 550 sq. km. (212 sq. miles) on the Polish 
side accelerated, due to a large forestry development loan from the 
World Bank in 1993. (The 800 sq. km. of forest on the Belarussian 
side has been designated a national park but it is unclear what kind 
of protection this status affords.) A little more than a year later, in 
August, 1996, the Polish government finally acted on the national 
park question and disappointed environmentalists when it decided 
to only double the size of the national park, leaving more than 80 
percent of the forest unprotected should the moratorium be lifted. 

Soon after the enlargement of the national park, Stanislaw 
Zelichowski, Minister of Natural Resources, Environmental Protec- 
tion and Forestry, announced he would rescind the logging morato- 
rium. Immediate public pressure organized by the Workshop for All 
Beings forced Zelichowski to postpone his decision until December 
15, 1996 in order to receive "expert" opinions from three advisory 
bodies, one of which is completely made up of foresters openly 
hostile toward protecting the primeval forest. 

If the logging moratorium is lifted logging could resume in the 
spring of 1997. The Workshop for All Beings estimates that the 
remaining old growth in Bialowieza would disappear within three to 
five years at pre-moratorium logging levels. 

Now is the time to act. The Workshop for All Beings says that 
international pressure, letters and demonstrations have been instru- 
mental in the success of the campaign so far. They are requesting 
politely worded letters and faxes to the government officials listed 
below. Let these decision-makers know that the logging moratorium 
should be left in place and that the whole forest area of the 
Bialowieza Primeval Forest should be designated a national park. 

Send copies of your correspondence to the Workshop. 

Write letters of concern to Minister Stanislaw Zelichowski at 
MOSZNIL, ul. Wawelska 52/54, 00-922 Warszawa, Poland; fax 48-22- 
25-33-32; Premier RP Wlodzimierz Cimoszewicz, Urzad Rady 
Ministrow, Al, Ujazdowskie 1/3, 00-950 Warszawa, Poland; fax 48- 
22-628-42-22 or 628-68-46. 

Workshop for All Beings, Pracownia na rzecz Wszystkich Istot, ul. 
Modrzewskiego 29/3, 43-3000 Bielosk-Biala, 



Poland. 

For more information contact Tom 
Fullum, Ecology Center, 1519 Cooper 
Street, Missoula, MT, 

59802; (406) 728- t 

5733; email: 
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by Slava Yashchenko 
We're living on the edge. 


— Aerosmith 

The Volgo-Alitubian bottom land in Southern Russia is a very 
unique place. We can endlessly sing odes to the sky praising its 
beauty and benefit but, unfortunately, it is being condemned to a 
future of degeneration. What do we lose here, apart from banal 
mushrooms and crayfish? The Volgo-Alitubian bottom land (VABL) 
is an important part of the ecological biosphere that actively 
reproduces biota and oxygen. The swamp area of the VABL is the 
fundamental core of this ecological system, with a biological 
reproduction rate 20 times higher than the neighboring steppes 
and semidesert region. Hundreds of kilometers of inundated 
meadows of bottom land from Volgograd to Astrahan provide for 
the existence of numerous reservations of biosphere significance. 
Even within the international scientific community the swamp 
area of the VABL has been given status of international importance. 
The Astrahanian biosphere reserve was organized by UNESCO's 
"Person and Biosphere" program. Approximately one-fifth of the 



swamp area's territory is in the Volgograd district. The people of 
Volgograd can rightly be proud of this fact. But how long can we be 
proud of what we have when what we once had and what we have 
now are two very different things? 

The first problem arose ten years ago with the construction of a 
waterpower station and hydromeliorative works in the territory of 
VABL, resulting in extensive agricultural erosion and pollution. 
With the construction of the hydropower station, people took long 
and reckless steps into their future. People took no notice that 
VABL is a frail world. Irregularities in the ecological regime pro- 
duced by the waterpower station across vast territories of bottom 
land caused considerable degradation of the environment. Floods 
stopped bringing natural fertility to the region. The transit of water 
through a system of creeks and ponds was broken. Siltation began, 
as well as eutrophication of pools. Meadow soils were exposed to 
salinization. The biota of the VABL yielded to biota representative 
of steppe and semidesert regions. The fall in natural soil fertility of 
VABL prompted a rise in the use of fertilizers which, with the 
expansion of arable lands, resulted in an abrupt rise in soil and 
water pollution. Now it is possible to see the consequences of these 
actions: the quality of agricultural production has dropped, the fish 
population has declined, the quality of hay has deteriorated and so 
on. Big concerns have been aroused by the appearance of oak trees 
because the VABL is south of the oak trees' indigenous boundary. 

VABL verges on disappearing. Our bottom land is dying. Instead 
of finding measures that will give it life, we are strangling it with 
our own hands. Our district government, amid loud applause, has 
reported they are going to begin construction of a bridge across 
Volga. It will be 21 km.! This wide highway will go through VABL. 
There will be new misfortunes. New dams will break the water 
regime, which is already poor. New settlements and industry will 
appear, with bad consequences for VABL. We can only wait for the 
health of the population to decline. Our lives will be shorter and 
sadder. We are on the edge of a new, local ecological catastrophe. It 
is near! It is inevitable! To avert disaster and protect our VABL, we 
must create a nature park. Let's rethink the hell-bent idea of 
constructing a bridge which leads to nowhere! 



Support the Gandalf Six! 


You'll say people can speak freely until 
the speech begins to threaten your idea of 
so-called freedom, then folks ain't free to 
speak, they're kicked, punched, clubbed, 
stomped, handcuffed, shot, jailed by the 
cops and jailed again by you the judges 
when the trial takes place. 

— John Africa 

On January 16, 1996 the British po- 
lice, acting for the Animal Rights Na- 
tional Index (ARNI), launched a series 
of dawn raids all over England result- 
ing in the arrests of four editors of 
Green Anarchist magazine, the Animal 
Liberation Front (ALF) press officer and 
the Animal Liberation Front Supporters 
Group newsletter editor. Though the 
raids occurred hundreds of miles apart, 


all six were taken to one of two neigh- 
boring police stations in the New For- 
est area. After being kept in police cells 
all day, the six were eventually charged 
with conspiring to incite persons un- 
known to commit criminal damage 
(despite the fact that most of the six 
had never met each other and some 
hadn't even heard of each other). 

The Gandalf (Green Anarchist and 
ALF) defendants' crime is publishing 
animal liberation news in Green Anar- 
chist magazine, speaking about Animal 
Liberation Front activity, or being con- 
nected to those that have. As police 
questioning demonstrated, connec- 
tions may be as tenuous as having 
attended the same rally or receiving a 
letter sent out by another. 

As British law now stands, the state 
does not have to prove that any actual 
criminal damage was done, that any- 


one was incited or that any "conspira- 
tor" had any connection with anyone 
doing anything illegal. All that must be 
shown is that people intended others 
to be incited and that when illegal 
direct action occurred the defendants 
would have wished it to happen. 

A normal defense in cases of incite- 
ment is that the alleged inciting ma- 
terial wasn't circulated. You cannot 
incite someone with something they 
have not seen. However, in a con- 
spiracy to incite, this defense does 
not hold; anything written by a de- 
fendant can be used as evidence of 
intent. In the case of one defendant, 
a book he had written and was having 
checked by a solicitor (so any mate- 
rial deemed inciting could be re- 


moved) is being used as evidence of 
"intent" to incite. A "conspirator's" 
associates or beliefs can also be used 
as evidence against the defendant. 
The burden of proof is on the defen- 
dants. They have to prove they did 
not intend to incite anyone. The de- 
fendants also cannot quote other 
newspapers to show there was no 
intention to incite. When the Times 
reports animal liberation direct ac- 
tion, they are not inciting that action 
because they would not have wished 
it to occur. However, if Green Anar- 
chist reports the exact same news, 
then that is evidence of intent to 
incite, as Green Anarchist supports 
such actions. 

Why Green Anarchist? 

The case against the Gandalf De- 
fendants is a culmination of ARNI's 
Operation Washington against the 


ALF's press officer. For years, ARNI has 
been trying to frame the ALF press 
officer in an attempt to silence him 
and stop him from contradicting the 
lies the police have been telling the 
media about the ALF. 

During the course of Operation Wash- 
ington, the officers involved discov- 
ered Green Anarchist magazine also re- 
ports animal liberation direct action 
hews. Although this animal liberation 
news came from sources entirely inde- 
pendent of the ALF press office, the 
police hope to link the ALF press office 
with Green Anarchist magazine so they 
can silence both and use the conspiracy 
laws to scuttle any defense. The linking 
of the former ALF Supporters Group News- 
letter editor with the "conspiracy" is 
also aimed at widening the "con- 
spiracy" and attacking another source 
of information about the ALF. 

Another aspect of the case involves 
the Earth Liberation Front (ELF). In 
1993, ARNI extended itself into the 
militant green movement. Since the 
early 90s militant green activity in Brit- 
ain and across Europe has escalated 
dramatically. Probably the most spec- 
tacular action was when ELF broke into 
the Department of Transport's central 
London offices and trashed more than 
100 computers before making off with 
some of the hard drives. 

Green Anarchist regularly reports the 
activity of ELF, and at least one of its 
editors is known to be heavily involved 
with the Earth Liberation Prisoners 
Support Network (ELP), an interna- 
tional support group that circulates 
the details of people arrested/jailed for 
ecodefence. This is another reason why 
the police want to target the Gandalf 
defendants. Prison is designed to iso- 
late the jailed activist. Groups like the 
ALF Supporters Group and ELP help 
break down that isolation, and the 
state wants revenge. 

The attack on the Gandalf defen- 
dants should not be seen in isolation. 
Across Europe police are cracking down 
on militant publications and groups 


that support direct action. In Holland, 
the eco-zine Ravage was raided after 
publishing an ELF press release that 
claimed responsibility for a bomb ex- 
plosion in an empty building owned 
by a toxic-waste dumping German 
company. In Germany, police used a 
series of arsons as their excuse to raid 
Tierberfreiung Aktuell, a radical animal 
liberation magazine that reports ALF 
activity in Germany. In Finland, the 
Finnish ALF Supporters Group was ac- 
tually forced to close down after the 
police launched a series of raids and 
continual harassment against known 
animal liberation activists after two 
high-profile Elainten Vapautus Rimtama 
(Finnish ALF) actions. 

What happens next? 

The Gandalf defendants have no in- 
tention of presenting themselves as vic- 
tims. Such spectacles may please the 
state and gutless fluffies with no stom- 
ach for direct action, but such apolo- 
gists do not help create change. This is 
not about the guilt or innocence of six 
individuals. It is about making the move- 
ment strong enough to withstand po- 
lice repression. If the police can outlaw 
support for the ALF/ELF, if they can 
criminalize the reporting of criminal 
actions, then the police will have the 
power to close down any group or pub- 
lication whose attitude they don't like. 
If reporting ecotage is a crime, then isn't 
promoting Earth First! style site inva- 
sions and protests? The Gandalf Defen- 
dants are on the front line fighting 
against legislation that will be used 
against the whole Animal/Earth libera- 
tion movement, not just in Britain but 
across Europe and possibly further afield. 
Defending the Gandalf Six is about de- 
fending yourselves. 

For more information about the case 
and how you can help, contact the 
Gandalf Defendants Campaign, POB 
66, Stevenage, SGI 2TR, England. 
Should the defendants be found guilty 
they will face a maximum of ten years. 
This time it is them. Next time it could 
be you... 


The most spectacular action was when ELF 
broke into the Department of Transport's 
central London offices and trashed more than 
100 computers before making off with some 
hard drives. — 
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G1 obal companies control world economy 


The global economic power of giant compa- 
nies has grown to the point that they have 
become bigger than most of the countries where 
they do business, a new study reveals. 
Mitsubishi is bigger than Indonesia. Ford is 
bigger than Turkey, and Wal-Mart is bigger 
than Israel, according to the report from the 
Institute for Policy Studies, a Washington-based 
think tank. In fact, more than half of the 100 
biggest economies in the world are corpora- 
tions, not nations. 

Taken together, the world's 200 biggest com- 
panies control no less than 28 percent of the 
globe's economic activity. These companies 
are the powerhouses of globalization, weav- 
ing together the economies of the world's 
nations. Sailing before this tide, these huge 
firms are moving goods, money and j obs across 
national borders that become less important 
by the day. 

The multinational companies have the 
power to go anywhere, to make or buy any- 
thing, to be sold anywhere else in the world. 
Big countries, like the United States and Ja- 
pan, are trying to cope with this new eco- 
nomic reality. Other countries, as the study 
made clear, are too small to do anything but 


try to stay afloat. For most of them the might of the 
big companies challenges their sovereignty and 
their ability to run their own economies. The global 
firms can go where wages are lowest, can move their 
money to minimize their taxes and can wring con- 
cessions from governments eager to create jobs. 

The study, titled "The Top 200," was written by 
Sarah Anderson and John Cavanagh using statis- 
tics largely drawn from charts 
published by Forbes, the busi- 
ness magazine. It measured the 
companies' annual sales against 
the nations' gross domestic 
products. 

Two giant Japanese compa- 
nies, Mitsubishi and Mitsui, are 
the 22nd and 23rd biggest eco- 
nomic powers in the world. 

Both have annual sales of 
more than $180 billion, 
bigger than the gross do- 
mestic product of 24th 
place Indonesia. General 
Motors Corp., with $168 
billion in sales last year, 
ranked 26th, bigger than 
Denmark or Thailand. 


Ford Motor Co. was 31st, bigger than the four 
countries that come next — Hong Kong, Turkey, 
South Africa and Saudi Arabia. Wal-Mart is 
42nd. From its Arkansas base, the cut-rate re- 
tailer had $93.6 billion in sales last year, which 
gives it more economic clout than Poland, 
Ukraine, Portugal, Israel or Greece. 

— EXCERPTED FROM THE CHICAGO TRIBUNE 
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Staying on Message with The Ruckus Society 


SV JON ftRmSTRC 


IN THE END, MURAUSTS 
W6R6 CRBDlfCD WITH 
’PRCSgRVINO" TH6 LAST 
STANDS of OLD-GROWTH. 


-0 


by Fez Velour 

Everything changes: people, loves, friendships, 
and movements; this is inevitable. The question, 
therefore, is what form will the changes take? 

Will there be growth and maturation or decay 
and a loss of vigor? 

In the case of Earth First!, and EF! activists, the 
changes have run the gamut of possibilities. One 
of the most notorious EF! figures of the late 80s 
now runs his own portable sawmill in the name 
of economic security and sustainable forestry. 
Some are only part-time activists, and some have 
quit completely. Others have abandoned the EF! 
name as an albatross, but continue to do what 
they have always done: work to protect the 
environment with a wide variety of tactics. 

The general public's impression of Earth First! 
has been mostly one-dimensional: the wild-eyed 
monkeywrencher. I would submit, however, that 
the single unifying theme of EF! — and its worth- 
while spin-off groups — is not a tactic, or set of 
tactics, but the familiar slogan: "No Compromise 
in the Defense of Mother Earth." The EF! name is 
mostly irrelevant; as long as groups put the earth 
first and don't compromise and deal away wild 
lands and wildlife, they're still doing important 
work. Tactics are negotiable, but not the message, 

not the land, not the 

TfSlfl f) /TilfD)fr¥5 , fP) wild and all its 


wild and all its 
denizens. 

The Ruckus Soci- 
ety, based in 
Missoula, Montana, 
is one such group 
spawned, at least in 
part, from the EF! 
legacy. It claims a 
mission of direct 
action with serious 
technical and media 
support. Ruckus 
holds "action 
camps" around the 
West, training 
campers on the ins 
and outs of banner 
hanging and the 
like. But Ruckus' big 
focus is on using 
media in the context 
of direct action. An 
article in the Octo- 
ber, 1996 issue of 
Outside magazine 
outlined Ruckus and 
its action camp 
philosophies. The 
messages Ruckus 
conveyed in the 
article are disturbing 
at best. 

Ruckus' ideas are 
the result of many 
years of toil by very 
accomplished, hard 
working and dedi- 
cated activists. I 
thoroughly believe 
in effectiveness, and 
I welcome tactics, 
techniques and 
attitudes that further 
the defense of 
Mother Earth. But 
the mindset of 
Ruckus, and other 
neo-traditionalist 
enviro-groups, is 
fundamentally 
flawed. The formula- 
action recipes based 
on rules of conduct 
and public relations 
hocus-pocus es- 
poused by Ruckus 
are not going to save 
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the planet and ultimately will do more harm than 
good. 

The power of grassroots environmentalism 
comes from very simple places. One source is the 
people involved, another is the passion they 
bring to the debate. There is also power in know- 
ing the scientifically based, factual cases for 
protecting bears, bull trout and redwoods. These 
are the ingredients for highly effective activism, 
activism that accomplishes far more than what 
thought realistically possible. These aspects of 
activism need to be nurtured and developed, not 
stuffed into a box to fit a media relations guide. 
The Ruckus philosophy devalues these power 
bases and substitutes coldly manipulative spin for 
substantive action. It is important for grassroots 
groups to get "The Message" across to the general 
public, but the cynicism inherent in the Ruckus 
formula of media manipulation will work heavily 
against environmental groups. Activists cannot 
just tell the public the environment needs to be 
saved; they have to also act on that belief, and 
those actions have to be genuine or they don't 
count. Much of the public may not question the 
validity of actions focused strictly on the media, 
but the small segment aware enough to see 
through the ruse is exactly the group that needs 
to be engaged in the debate, not alienated by 
cheap tactics and conduct. 

The Outside piece is an excellent example of 
the danger of relying exclusively on media 
manipulation as activism. When the manipula- 
tion is exposed, the message gets lost and, more 
importantly, the participants lose credibility. I 
assume Ruckus wanted to be seen as the leaders 
of a more mature, progressive and huggable 
green movement. Instead, Ruckus was portrayed 
as trying to be seen as these things. A huge 
difference, and one that has exactly the opposite 
of the intended effect. 

The most interesting and exasperating feature 
of the article was the dichotomy between what 
Ruckus was trying to teach the "kids" at camp 
and what they failed to do with author Tad 
Friend. Ruckus trainer Bill Walker told campers 
they "must develop message discipline," and told 
Friend that "...we [Ruckus trainers] need to teach 
them [the campers] about sound bites." Then 
Mike Roselle tells the same writer, "If hope was a 
requirement, I'd stay home all day and smoke 
pot." Way to stay on message, Mike. 

Bill Walker then admonishes his disciples to, 
"Never break the frame... Never acknowledge that 
you are using the media." But wait a minute Bill! 
You just told Tad Friend that Ruckus is all about 
manipulating the media! 

Twilly Cannon is quoted as saying, "All actions 
are symbolic. Pipe plugs blow out, tree sitters 
come down, blockades end through bladder 
action — their effectiveness is symbolic. Reduce 
the issues to symbols, then manipulate the 
symbols so the public sees it the way we want." 
Not only does this sound like a quote from a 
Phelps-Dodge board meeting, it is about as 
endearing. It is true that all of our best victories, 
our most cherished moments of triumph, have 
been temporary or have fallen short of our 
expectations. This is the nature of what we do. It 
is absurd to think a mere decade or two of activ- 
ism can turn the tide of institutionalized environ- 
mental genocide that has raged for centuries. 

Most of us nowadays are completely unsuited to 
seeing the big picture, the long view, and this 
means we're impatient. We want the world saved 
and we want it now. Activists toil, sweat and put 
their all into saving the world, and for what 
reward? The partial victory, the incremental 
advance, one step forward and if we're lucky only 
a fraction of a step backward. 

It's important to reevaluate tactics and method- 
ology, but beware the desperation that leads to 
wholesale rejection of tactics and worldview. 
Especially when the "new" tack and tactics make 
activists more fuz zy- huggable and palatable tor 
funding groups. T he Ruckus-^*m^-phiiasoplayLX\ 
Retreats fromthe moral high ground and em- / ] 
WacesUTe KTeaTs of'fhe beast we intend to tell I / 


Consider these gems from the article: "You need 
to adopt the corporate attitude and play to them 
to get your message across," and, "With all 
respect, you won't get your point across unless 
you play by their rules" (Bill Walker); "Tradition- 
ally, we've explained about wildlife... But now it's 
economics" (Jake Kreilick); or, "Never let a real 
fact get in the way of good image" (Ruckus Media 
Guide). 

The point is to appropriate the tools that are 
useful to convey our message, not to get swal- 
lowed whole in the process. The corporate atti- 
tude is the problem, not the solution, and I don't 
understand how becoming the problem will help 
make it go away. Integrity is often the only 
weapon we possess and often the only newswor- 
thy feature of our actions; giving that power away 
is insane. 

Earth First! 's tactics and sincerity come from 
recognizing that we face a critical time for envi- 
ronmental protection, and that traditional tactics 
of playing the "insider game" are ultimately 
bankrupt. The insider game is predicated on 
appearing "reasonable, " trading one area for 
another while mitigating this effect with that 
band-aid. The insider game accepts wholesale 
ecological collapse while trying to preserve small 
tokens of functional biological systems. This is 
not only morally repugnant but futile as well. It is 
becoming increasingly apparent that small, token 
areas are not ecologically viable. Traditional 
groups playing an insider game have provided 
some victories, but ultimately theirs is a dead-end 
tactic. Ruckus' philosophies are in large part a 
throwback to the insider game, but Ruckus courts 
the press, not Congress or the Freddies. 

The neo-traditionalist enviro groups are aban- 
doning the organizing tools of EF! out of frustra- 
tion with incremental gains in environmental 
protection. This is a huge tactical error. We don't 
need to legitimize the discrediting of "No Com- 
promise in the Defense of Mother Earth." The 
best actions I know about conveyed the dedica- 
tion of the activists and the importance of the 
issue. Media work was important, but the compel- 
ling feature was that of doing what needed to be 
done. These were actions to protest an injustice 
first and foremost, and to tell the world about it 
secondarily. These were also the actions that got 
the most press, the ones that went national and 
international. These were actions that rang true. 

Media stunts are fine, sometimes. But a strict 
diet of media actions will marginalize activists as 
completely as a strict diet of deep ecology and 
tree-spiking. Even the smallest of western logging 
town papers reject covering media actions after 
the novelty wears thin. The biggest failing of EF! 
is/was not conveying the overwhelming need for 
no more compromise. We don't need to retreat 
from hard-hitting actions, rather we need to 
convey why these actions are not radical, but 
simply necessary. Abandoning substantive actions 
forfeits the impact of the message and in doing so 
creates the image of activists as dilettantes with- 
out substance. v 

I believe in making the movement more 
accessible, but when activists stop talking about 
biodiversity and ecological process, and instead 
speak of economics and media manipulation, we 
put the debate back into the comfort zone of the 
ravagers. We have spent years wrestling the 
debate from the level of human preferences to the 
higher level of biological (and spiritual) necessity. 
Do we abandon this tack simply because it is 
^difficult to sell to the media? ^ 

Meaningful, long term, biologically based 
environmental protection is only possible with a 
concomitant radical change in our culture's 
attitudes towards nature. Daunting task? Abso- 
lutely. But we have to continue the long, slow 
process of swinging the debate from what hu- 
mans want to what is necessary for environmen- 
tal preservation. Reshaping ourselves as Madison 
Avenue PR flacks merely drops environmental 
protection to the level of which toothpaste to 
purchase, and puts environmentalists in the same 
class as RonCo with a new Bass-O-Matic to sell. 
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PRAIRIE ISLAND COALITION 


Demystifying And Replacing The Nuke 


The Prairie Island Coalition (PIC) was formed in 
1990 as a citizen/activist group with a mission of 
phasing out the Prairie Island Nuclear Power 
Plant in Red Wing, Minnesota. In our efforts to 
phase-out this plant, PIC has worked to limit 
storage of nuclear waste and uncover the secrets 
of the nuclear industry — this is what we’ve dis- 
covered. This two reactor plant, labeled by the 
industry as “the best in the world,” is a typical 
nuke — it is plagued with problems. Located about 
35 miles southeast of Minneapolis on the 
Mississippi River, it is sited right next to the 
Prairie Island Mdewakanton Dakota Community, 
within a block of their day care center. 

Background 

Of all the nuclear reactors built in the world, 
not one has been operated to its designed and 
intended end. Whether internal parts failed or 
the reactor melted down due to operator error — 
as in the case with Chernobyl and Three Mile 
Island — nuclear technology has failed to live up 
to its promise. And, each reactor continues the 
nuclear chain with all of its health and political 
problems (see “ Confronting Nuclear Racism”). 

In the beginning, the nuclear industry 
promised that nuclear electricity would be “too 
cheap to meter.” The federal government promised 
to take all the highly-radioactive waste (in order to 
build bombs). Now there are over 400 reactors 
worldwide, (110 in the U.S.), continually releasing 
radioactive materials into the environment, threat- 
ening catastrophe. And with the Cold War over, 
tons of radioactive waste is piling up at reactors. 



The Prairie Island Nuclear Plant has problems 
with reactor parts and waste storage and releases 
massive amounts of radioactive materials into the 
environment, as do all nuclear plants. 

Nuclear Operations Create Problems 

• There are 2 basic reactor designs in the 
U.S.: Westinghouse - a triple loop system 
(Pressurized Water Reactor) prone to heat 
exchanger failures; and General Electric (GE) - 
a double loop system (Boiling Water Reactor) 
prone to containment cracking problems. 

• Highly-radioactive “spent” fuel has built up at 
reactors with no safe place or way to store it. 
Nuclear utilities are forcing communities with 
reactors to accept risks while pushing congress 
for a bail-out (see “Nuke Boys On Capitol 
Hill”). “Temporary” canisters are being loaded 
with waste without tested and approved plans 
or means to safely unload them. 



The Prairie Island Mdewakanton Dakota Community 
is the closest community to a nuke plant in the U.S. 
The MN Dept, of Health has estimated that the com- 
munity is 6 times more likely to get cancer than the 
rest of Minnesota (see “Confronting Nuclear Racism”). 

• Regardless of problems, all reactors regularly 
release radioactive materials that mimic nutri- 
ents our bodies need. These radioactive materials 
are ingested and mistakenly 
incorporated into our bodies, 
causing carcinogenic and muta- 
genic problems. 

• Reactor parts fail frequently, 
in part due to being run at 
near capacity in order to 
increase the profit margins of 
the companies that own them. 

• Nuclear utilities hide reactor 
and waste problems from the 
public and federal regulators, and regulators 
rarely investigate beyond the surface. 

Catastrophic Radiation Releases 
Are Possible At Any Reactor 

• Tubes carrying radioactive water in the heat 
exchangers of Westinghouse reactors are 
cracked, rupturing and releasing radiation. 
The main safety mechanisms are also crack- 
ing. Both problems can cause reactor melt- 
downs. Seventeen utilities have sued 
Westinghouse over heat exchanger failures. 

• The inner containment of many GE reactors 
are cracked due to radiation and pressure. 
Despite this, GE is assisting some of these 
nukes to put out more power, thereby increas- 
ing the likelihood of meltdown. 

• While cutting corners to maximize profits, 
utilities are rushing to load highly radioactive 
waste into dry casks for on-site, outdoor stor- 
age and transport to a national site (see 
“Nuke Boys On Capitol Hill”). Public exposure 
to unshielded, indefensible waste would cause 
innumerable health problems. 


The Public’s Interest Not Served 
By Utilities Or Regulators 

• Nuclear utilities and federal regulators have 
deliberately kept the whole truth about nuclear 
problems from the public. Groups like PIC have 
only recently gained access to nuclear secrets. 

• Radiation monitoring at all reactors is, by 
design, misleading and hides releases, while 
government studies ignore clear data. PIC 
has begun a monitoring and information data- 
base to be publicly accessible. 

• The Prairie Island Dakota are asserting their 
legal right to claim compensation and a reloca- 
tion opportunity for their community. This would 
set precedent for other communities living near 
reactors and waste sites. 

De-Regulation Of Electric Industry 
Creates More Nuclear Problems 

• Billions of dollars will get “stranded” paying 
for aging nuclear plants as they fail all over 
the country and demand attention and dollars. 

• Who owns, is accountable, and responsible for 
safety of reactors and waste becomes less clear as 
utilities form holding companies to shield assets. 

• The clean-up of shut-down reactor and waste 
sites will cost trillions and likely be the respon- 
sibility of tax-payers, and not the companies 
and shareholders who profited from them. 


The solution to this nuclear nightmare is evi- 
dent and obvious. Nuclear power supplies only 
20% of U.S. electricity. We can save over 50% of 
our electricity through efficient lighting, heating 
and ventilating systems, refrigeration, windows, 
and industrial motor controls without losing 
any electrical service. 

The efficient and local use of wind, solar and 
biomass energy can economically strengthen 
communities while helping phase-out nuclear 
and coal power. It is only flawed utility regula- 
tions, which reward pollution with profit, that 
prevent these conservation and renewable tech- 
nologies from replacing nuclear power. 

These five 
wind turbines 
supply enough 
electricity 
for 120 
homes in 
Southwest 
Minnesota. 






Their Goal: Put up a parking lot in Nevada on 
Western Shoshone Land and ship their high- 
level nuclear waste out of sight and out of mind. 
What They Forgot: Getting it there will involve tens 
of thousands of shipments, for over 30 years, through the 
front yards of 50 million people who live 1/2 mile from 
the shipping routes. We call it the Mobile Chernobyl Bill. 
The proposal also hands the ownership of this most 
deadly waste to the citizens, letting the generators (com- 
mercial nuclear power industry) go free to make more. 

Irradiated fuel from the core of a reactor can 
deliver a lethal dose of radiation in less than 30 
seconds to those nearby. It contains radioactive 
elements like plutonium and americium that 
remain a poison in the environment for hundreds 
of thousands of years. That is why we must 
shield and contain these wastes from the living 
biosphere. Radiation has the potential to cause 
cancer and a host of health problems. Putting 
this waste on the road does not make it safer. 



The “mock” waste cask sending a message at our 
nation’s capitol. All real transport casks emit radia- 
tion. Radiation on the road. Don’t be tailgating that! 


Citizens working through national, regional 
and local groups were able to keep the Mobile 
Chernobyl Bill from a final vote in the 104th 
Congress, but the Nuke Boys plan to bring it 
back. They are spending millions to promote their 
bill, but we are reaching out with a wake-up call. 
Part of this is the “Cask Tour.” Citizen Alert, a 
Nevada grassroots group — the target for the high- 
level dump — built a replica of a nuclear waste 


shipping cask, and now they have a 
second cask. In collaboration with 
other grassroots activist groups these 
“mock” casks have been hitting the 
road with a simple message: wake up 
and stop this legislation before it is 
law and nuclear waste is coming 
through your community. Over 20 
feet long and 12 feet high, these 
“mock” Nuclear Waste Casks make 
the point: this nasty stuff really does 
exist, and might affect you directly. 

A powerful tool. 

There are a number of cask 
tours planned for 1997 — contact the 
regional groups to find out how to 
support these efforts. Here are tales 
from the road, including use of the 
casks for regional nuclear waste issues, and 
some ideas for wake-up calls that can be done 
without a Mock Cask. 

Southeast 

Blue Ridge Environmental Defense League 

Contact: Lou Zeller (910) 982.2691 

In 1995 BREDL did a swing with the Mock Cask 
in commemoration of the 50th anniversaries of 


Trinity, Hiroshima and Nagasaki, and as the 
beginning of the fight to stop Mobile Chernobyl. 
“From the official starting point of the tour at 
the Trinity test site in New Mexico on July 16 to 
the Washington Monument in DC on August 6, 

I logged 3,709 miles... [from Lou’s journal!. 

July 16: 1 woke the next morning before 
dawn at the end of the world. I parked the Mock 
Nuclear Waste Cask at the entrance of the Test 
Site and went in alone. 

The events of the day are distilled in the 
actions of Gene Stilp who, having thrown “blood” 
on the Trinity site monument, was wrestled to 
the ground by military police. The M.P.s are ner- 
vous, pushy young boys who defend the monu- 
ment from the public like a strategic target. 

But the armies of the world cannot defend 


the conscience of the human race from the 
doubts which assault our history.” 

BREDL has also used the Mock Cask for 
wake-up calls on the transport of foreign research 
reactor fuel from Europe coming back to the U.S. 
(The U.S. supplied the fuel before it was highly 
irradiated). “Our telescope is perched on a lookout 
tower on Fort Fisher, a Civil War fortress which 
once provided protection for blockade runners. 
Claude’s van is equipped with a cellular phone. 


Our mission tonight is not to blockade but to pro- 
vide an alert to the people of North and South 
Carolina... the highly radioactive fuel rods will be 
transferred from the ship to railroad cars for tran- 
sit to the Savannah River Site [South Carolina]. 

Our peaceful rebellion would end the interna- 
tional traffic in nuclear materials by revealing it 
to the people most at risk, residents of the towns 
and countryside along the transport route.” 

Northeast 

Citizen Awareness Network 

Contact: Debby Katz (413) 339.4374 

“CAN, with Greenpeace and MASS ALERT orga- 
nized the “ Paul Revere Alert” which transported a 
dozen local organizers through communities along 
the transportation route [of a large 
reactor component going to a so-called 
“low-level” dump in South Carolina]. 
Their job was to warn citizens of the 
impending shipments of radioactive 
waste from Yankee Rowe through 
their neighborhoods. 

A Funeral Procession marched 
ahead of the steam generator in our 
local community. Citizens carried 
coffins 6 miles to acknowledge those 
citizens in our valley who had given 
their lives for “safe”, “clean” nuclear 
power. We wanted to express our 
sorrow for the contamination of 
Barnwell, SC with our waste as well. 
“A caravan consisting of a school bus 
and an automobile traveled along the 
transport route... a network of grass- 
roots groups organized to facilitate 
press conferences, publicity, and lodg- 
ing. Contributions of food and other 
supplies were donated by citizens 
along the transport route. The 


Nuclear Waste Shipment Routes 




Rail Routes 
Highway Routes 


Source: State of Nevada 


The nuclear industry and Congress 
^|Y have targeted Yucca Mountain, Nevada 
--"vY (which is geologically -active and home of 
the Western Shoshone) for an “interim” 
above-ground nuclear waste site. Over 
15,000 shipments of waste from 110 reac- 
tors would pass through thousands of com- 
munities on trains and trucks. Though the 
bills were defeated in Congress last year, 
they will come up again. The bills would 
override state and environmental laws and 
make taxpayers foot the bill for accidents. 


. Hnd They’re Trying Tb Rewrite The 




Caravan engaged in street theater that included 
music, skits, and speeches informing and educat- 
ing citizens of the dangerous shipment coming 
through their communities. Media coverage 
helped raise awareness about nuclear transporta- 
tion, safety and health issues. The public 
response was outrage, indignation and action.” 

Southwest 

Citizen Alert 

Contact: Rick Neilson (702) 796.5662 

Shundahai Network 

Contact: Reinard Knutson (805) 927.8030. 

[End of summer 1996, pulling the new Mock 
Cask:] “We traveled over 3200 miles through 
five states in 32 days, participating in over 20 
public events in 16 towns and cities. 

These events included press conferences, 
community forums, rallies, marches, parades, 
benefit concerts, information tables, and count- 
less tours through the streets of our host commu- 
nities — 23 television pieces, 18 newspaper arti- 
cles and pictures, 6 radio interviews, 4 radio talk 
shows, 3 documentary film crews. During the 
entire organizing and tour period we distributed 
over 4200 pieces of information and collected 
around 1300 signatures on petitions. 

“We did manage to have some fun with the 
cask, like driving through the valet parking lane 
at Bob Dole’s hotel in San Diego during the 
Republican Convention, and asking the crowd 
(of mostly secret service agents) and all the tele- 
vision cameras if they could park our nuclear 

Nudear Waste Laws! 

waste cask for us. We promised that we would 
come and pick it up in 25,000 years.... 

During a public meeting on these proposed 
shipments, a DOE (Department of Energy) official 
told the local groups gathered that the only way to 
stop the shipment of nuclear waste is through a 
groundswell of public opposition. That is our job 
as activists and concerned people: to be a part of 
the catalyst movement that provokes the coming 
groundswell! We still have much work to do.” 

National 

Nuclear Information & Resource Service 

Contact: Mary Olson (202) 328.0002 

“We beat the bill last time because people let 
their elected officials know that they would be 
held accountable for nuclear waste coming 
through their home town, especially on the way 
to a temporary site just so that nuclear power 
reactors can make more.” 

What You Can Do! 

“Contact your Senators and Rep — it does make a 
difference — the transportation issue is the key. 
Tell them that there is no place that is out of 
sight and out of mind, that we need a real plan 
before they start moving this stuff!”, says Mary 
Olson. Capital Switchboard: (202)225-3121. 

To get a specific projected route map for your 


Get More Info! 

Nuclear Information & Resource Service 

1424 16th Street North, Suite 601 
Washington, DC 20036 
Telephone (202) 328.0002 
Fascimile (202) 462.2183 
NIRS Web Site: www.nirs.org 
Contact: Mary Olson 


state, visit the NIRS Web Site and check out the 
Don’t Waste America Campaign. Or, call NIRS 
for a hard copy. 

Do press work or actions to let folks know 
that you are on the nuclear trail to Nevada. One 
easy action is to make poster-sized placards and 
label the routes in your area. “Caution, Nuclear 
Waste Shipping Route” works well. Follow up 
with a Letter to the Editor, or some other way 


to tell folks what it is about and what to do. 
Saturate the airwaves — get a few friends and 
pick a week to call in on all the radio shows in 
your area that take calls — no matter what the 
subject is you can link it to the nuke waste ship- 
ments. Wake folks up; get the word out. Get the 
NIRS Don’t Waste America Petition — we have 
about 40,000 signatures and we need more. 

STOP A MOBILE CHERNOBYL! 


Nuclear Reactors On The Mississippi River Basin 



Nuclear Waste Piling Up 
In The Mississippi Basin 

Highly-radioactive wastes are piling up at 
reactors on the Mississippi Basin with no safe 
way to store or transport it. With irradiated 
fuel pools rapidly filling, nuclear utilities are 
using dry cask storage and pushing Congress 
for a bail-out. It appears that dismantling 
reactors will also be tax-payer’s responsibility 
within a de-regulated electric industry. 

Flooding of reactor sites can inundate on- 
site wastes, disrupt safety systems, and com- 
plicate emergency escape during an accident. 

The 23 nuclear plants (with a total of 35 
reactors) have reported releasing over 84,000 
curies" of Tritium (radioactive water routinely 
released with a half-life of 12 years) directly 
into the watershed. Of that, over 58,000 
curies still persist in our environment and in 
our food chain. And still more is being pro- 
duced and released every day. 


Code 

Facility 

Type 

Designed By 

Location 

Owner 

Condition 

Liquid Tritium Releases! 

1. 

Monticello 

BWR 

GE* 

St. Cloud, MN 

NSP 

Cracked reactor shroud 

0.0043 / 0.0021 

2. 

Prairie Island 

1 & 2 

PWR 

Westinghouse** 

Red Wing, MN 

NSP 

Ruptured steam tube 

October 2, 1979 

11,400 / 6,700 

3. 

Lacrosse 

BWR 

Allis/Chalmers 

Lacrosse, MN 

Dairyland Power 

Closed 1987 

1,500 / 690 

4. 

Duane Arnold 

BWR 

GE 

Cedar Rapids, LA 

Iowa Electric 

Light & Power Co. 


132/58 

5. 

Byron 1 & 2 

PWR 

Westinghouse 

Rockford, IL 

Commonwealth 
Edison Co. 


10,000 / 8,000 

6. 

Quad Cities 

1 & 2 

BWR 

GE 

Moline, IL 

Commonwealth 
Edison Co. 

Hit by strait-line winds 

Outer containment damaged 

430/230 

7. 

Dresden 

1, 2 & 3 

BWR 

GE 

Joliet, IL 

Commonwealth 
Edison Co. 

1- Closed in 1978 

542 /270 

8. 

Braidwood 

1 & 2 

PWR 

Westinghouse 

Joliet, IL 

Commonwealth 
Edison Co. 

Ruptured steam tube 

October 1993 

3,700 / 3,000 

9. 

LaSalle County 

1 & 2 

BWR 

GE 

Ottawa, IL 

Commonwealth 
Edison Co. 


12/8 

10. 

Clinton 

BWR 

GE 

Bloomington, IL 

Illinois Power Co. 


17/13 

11. 

Fort Calhoun 

PWR 

CE*** 

Omaha, NE 

Omaha Public 

Power District 

Ruptured steam tube 

May 1984 

4,000 / 2,400 

12. 

Cooper Station 

BWR 

GE 

Auburn, NE 

Nebraska Public 
Power District 

Within 2.5 ft. of flooding 

July 1993 

160 / 98 

13. 

Callaway 

PWR 

Westinghouse 

Columbia, MO 

Union Electric Co. 


8,700 / 6,800 

14. 

Beaver Valley 

1 & 2 

PWR 

Westinghouse 

Pittsburgh, PA 

Duquesne Light Co. 

Ruptured steam tube 

July, 1998 

6,300 / 4,300 

i 15. 

Watts Bar 

PWR 

Westinghouse 

Rockwood, TN 

Tennessee 

Valley Authority 

Open Feb. 1996, 23 yrs. 

to build, $5 billion, last reactor built 

16. 

Sequoyah 

1 &2 

PWR 

Westinghouse 

Chattanooga, TN 

Tennessee 

Valley Authority 


11,900 / 8,500 

! 17. 

Browns Ferry 

1,2 & 3 

BWR 

GE 

Dacatur, AL 

Tennessee 

Valley Authority 


314/170 

! 18 - 

Wolf Creek 

PWR 

Westinghouse 

Emporia, KS 

Wolf Creek Nuclear 
Operating Corp. 


5,700/4,500 

19. 

Arkansas Nuclear 
1 & 2 

PWR 

B & W**** 

Russelville, AR 

Entergy 

Operations Inc. 

Ruptured steam tube, 03/92 11,900 / 8,000 

Largest single source of tritium in river basin 

20. 

Grand Gulf 

BWR 

GE 

Natchez, MS 

Entergy Operations Inc. 

230 / 180 

I 21 ' 

River Bend 

BWR 

GE 

Baton Rouge, LA 

Gulf States Utility Co. 

250 / 200 

22. 

Waterford 

PWR 

CE 

New Orleans, LA 

Entergy Operations Inc. 

4,750 / 3,700 

1 23. 

Fort St. Vrain 

Gas 

General Atomic 

South Platte River 

Public Service 
of Colorado 

(Closed, Not Shown) 



t First number refers to the amount of curies of tritium released into the 
environment over the course of the plants existence. The second number 
refers to the amount of curies of tritium that have not yet decayed and 
are currently in the environment, causing damage, 
tt A curie is a measure of radioactivity. It measures how fast the radioac- 
tive material decays. As it decays, it emits damaging radiation. One curie 
represents 37 billion atoms decaying per second. Radioactive materials 
(such as tritium, strontium 90, iodine 131, and cesium 137) routinely- 
released from nuke plants are not x-rays (as so-called “background radia- 
tion” is), but rather are substances that can be ingested and cause harm 
from inside a person’s body. 

*GE: Reactors designed by General Electric. Many of these have core 
shrouds that are cracked. Core shroud cracking can lead to loss of reactor 
shut down ability during accident conditions. The containment buildings 
of Boiling Water Reactors (BWR) include safety systems that vent radioac- 
tive pressure into the environment to avoid a core meltdown. BWRs can 
release as much as 1000 times more airborne tritium, which is far more 
dangerous (full data unavailable at this time) than liquid tritium. 


**Westinghouse: Reactors designed by Westinghouse Electric Corp. There 
have been 17 nuclear utility lawsuits against Westinghouse over cracked and 
leaking steam generators. The steam generators were made with a bad 
design and the wrong metal. The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
(NRC) estimates that cracking in the Pressurized Water Reactors (PWR) 
steam generator tubes is now so bad that a given plant can “have cracks in 
the 10s” and by only 18 months later, have cracks “in the 100s — or 1000s.” 
Nuclear steam generators make up about 50% of a reactors pressure contain- 
ment (the water doesn’t boil because it’s under very high pressure). Multiple 
steam generators tube ruptures can lead to reactor meltdown. There have 
been a total of 5 single tube ruptures in the Mississippi River Basin so far. 
***CE: Reactors designed by Combustion Engineering. These PWRs are 
having the same steam generator problems as Westinghouse reactors. 
**** B&W; Reactors designed by Babcock& Wilcox. These PWRs are also 
having steam generator problems. 

Sources: Steam generator failures - PIC intervention in the NSP vs. 
Westinghouse lawsuit and NRC inquiries. Tritium releases: NRC reports. 



Confronting Nuclear Racism! 



Rufina Laws of the Mescalero Apache traveled up from 
New Mexico to Prairie Island to add her voice to the 800 other 
people protesting on August 27th. In the report "Confronting Nuclear 
Racism” she states, “Nuclear energy and its waste were created 
in arrogance and corruption, and continue to expand the power 
of wealth and corruption throughout the entire world by the sac- 
rifice of people of color upon its unholy alter.” 


Nuclear Racism As Old As The Industry 

The following quotes are from a coded phone 
conversation about the first nuclear fission 
chain reaction held between Enrico Fermi’s lab 
in Chicago and Harvard University on December 
2, 1942 (taken from the cover of Earth Island 
Institute’s “Race, Poverty and Environment 
Journal ,” Spring/Summer 1995). 

Lab: “The Italian navigator has 
landed in the New World.” 
University: “How did he find the natives?” 
Lab: “Very friendly!” 

From the very start, the nuclear industry was 
disrespectful to people of color. 

Pueblo of Laguna 
miners at the 
Anaconda Jackpile 
Mine, the world’s 
largest open-pit 
uranium mine. 

All 5 miners in 
this picture have 
died of cancer - 
related illnesses. 
Though the mine 
is now closed, 
negative health 
effects continue to 
plague the Pueblo. 


proposed next to an African- American 
community in Homer, Louisiana (this 
project was recently defeated). 

Through Congress and private 
deals, NSP heads up the nuclear 
industry’s attempts to dump U.S. 
utilities’ radioactive waste on tribal 
lands throughout North America. 

Communities affected include: 

Western Shoshone at Yucca Mountain 
in Nevada, Skull Valley Goshutes in 
Utah, Mescalero Apache in New 
Mexico, Meadow Lake First Nations 
in northern Saskatchewan and 
Sagkeeng First Nation in Manitoba. 

Confronting Nuclear Racism 

On September 11 and 12, 1995, 
the Prairie Island Coalition brought 
together representatives of the com- 
munities of color listed above — 
communities from around North 
America affected by NSP’s nuclear 
chain and local activists. The pur- 
pose of the retreat was to educate 
the public about the realities of nuclear racism. 

“ Confronting Nuclear Racism”, the report gener- 
ated from the retreat, tells the stories of seven of 
the communities, illustrated with photos of the 
speakers and related events. 


These communities — and others — are com- 
ing together to share the responsibility and the 
solutions to nuclear racism in a democratic fash- 
ion against the pretend democracy that links 
the nuclear chain. 

It’s Time To End Nuclear Racism 




The Nuclear Industry’s 
Practice Of Racism 


Now, at every link in the nuclear 
chain, communities of color and the 
poor bear a disproportionate share of 
the destruction and risks associated 
with radiation exposures from nuclear 
waste and failing nuclear technology. 
Minnesota-based Northern States 
Power Co. (NSP), a telling example, 
operates two reactors on Prairie Island 
next to the Mdewakanton Dakota 
Community near Red Wing, Minnesota. 

During construction of the reactors, 
NSP-sponsored bone digs of burial 
mounds at the reactor site. 

The continued operation of reactors 
means the continued accommodation 
of the entire nuclear power chain — 
from uranium mining to reactor 
operation to waste dumps — and all 
of its crises and failures. Nuclear 
utilities, such as NSP, are running 
out of space to store nuclear waste 
inside reactor buildings and are turning to dry 
cask storage technology to store the waste out- 
side — either on site or off-site — on concrete slabs. 

In the mounting crisis, NSP is playing a lead- 
ership role to accommodate further profiteering 
off of the production of nuclear waste by targeting 
communities of color and rural communities for 
storage of its waste. With pressures to accept 
nuclear facilities, community members are often 
pitted against each other and other communities. 

Nuclear racism is a fundamental link in the 
global nuclear chain. Without racism, the whole 
nuclear industry could not continue or exist. 
Uranium is mined and milled on Hopi, Navajo, 
Pueblo and Cree lands in North America, and on 
aboriginal homelands in Australia and South Africa. 
NSP owns part of a uranium fuel fabrication plant 


On August 27, 1994, 800 people marched to the gates of the 
Prairie Island nuke plant, a mere few hundred yards from the 
center of the Prairie Island Mdewakanton Dakota Community. 
The PIC-sponsored rally showed the massive opposition to the 
proposed dry-cask storage system that would not only further 
endanger the tribe and the Mississippi river, but also perpetuate 
the production of highly -radioactive nuclear waste. 


We Need Your Help! 


We need your support and your cash to con- 
tinue our work. In addition to what you’ve 
read about here, we want to make our infor- 
mation more accessible to the public and we 
need your help to do it. 

Please send contributions to: 

Prairie Island Coalition / 

North American Water Office 

P.O. Box 174 

Lake Elmo, Minnesota 55042-0174 


‘Facing the ’90’s head-on with creative, ecologically- 
minded design solutions.” 


The solutions to nuclear racism are evident and 
obvious. Throughout North America, we waste 
over half of the electricity we consume while 
nuclear power only supplies one quarter of our 
electricity. Utility regulations prevent invest- 
ments into conservation and renewable energy 
technologies from earning a fair return. So long 
as electric utility regulations protect centralized 
power station investments, such as nuclear and 
coal-fired power plants, the contradiction creat- 
ed between the profit that utility investors want 
and the energy services that society needs will 
not be resolved. 

From society’s perspective, utility regula- 
tions should be changed to reward the efficient 
use of renewable energy resources. When that 
happens, society can finally work to minimize 
the effects of the nuclear chain. 

Public utilities must serve the public, not 
private profit interests. Empower the people, not 
enrichen the powerful. It’s time for decision 
makers and the nuclear industry to heed this 
call — End Nuclear Racism! 


Get More Info! 

Prairie Island Coalition / 

North American Water Office 

P.O. Box 174 

Lake Elmo, Minnesota 55042-0174 
Telephone (612) 333.5807 or 770.3861 
Fascimile (612) 333.2326 
Email: e-cycles@spacestar.net 
or bdrew@igc.apc.org 
Contact Shean Bjoralt or Bruce Drew 

To obtain a copy of the 1996 PIC report 
“ Confronting Nuclear Racism”, please send 
$15 c/o Confronting Nuclear Racism 
to the address above. 




r f)i iu' r ()i'iii('iss Di, 
(Stumps don 7 lie. 

by Davis Redwood Action Team 

It was a large, imposing edifice seemingly con- 
structed to strike fear in the most dedicated of 
activists. Across from it, six of us stood ready to take 
action for the sake of preserving all 60,000 acres of 
Headwaters Forest. Forest fairies had constructed a 
600-pound, bark-covered, reinforced-concrete 
stump, complete with rebar and PVC pipes for lock- 
down enjoyment. Now, the task of transporting the 
tree effigy up to the 36th floor of 525 Market Street 
in San Francisco loomed before us. 

Our destination? The office of the Dishonorable 
Senator Dianne Feinstein. While Canis and Sage tried 
to distract the formidable matron at the security desk 
by asking for directions, Frog and Simple wheeled the 
stump, disguised as a computer monitor and printer, 
through the cavernous lobby in an attempt to reach 
the elevators. The matron, unimpressed by the diver- 
sion, marched to confront our uniformed delivery 
men. We all thought the action had been thwarted, 
but she directed them to the freight elevator. Mean- 
while, Strix and Flora proceeded to the 36th floor, as 
planned. "Looking like America," they were dressed 
in their best corporate costumes and were never 
questioned. As they rode up the elevators they slipped 
chains around their wrists, anticipating the lockdown. 

Meanwhile, Simple and Frog tried to negotiate the 
600-pound delivery over the three-inch ledge of the 
freight elevator. Boom! "Hmmm... them computers 
made out of lead, son?" They bravely persevered 
and delivered the goods to Di Fi's front door. Flora 
and Strix quickly locked their wrists to the stump. 
Sage and Canis started calling the media. Strix and 
Flora had a statement prepared for Di Fi staffers — all 
60,000 acres and all six ancient groves should be 
preserved, and they weren't leaving Princess Di's 
doorstep until she reopened negotiations with Prince 
Charles (Hurwitz). 

It wasn't long before the Federal Protective Ser- 
vices showed their faces and tried to negotiate with 
Flora and Strix. After the Feds ousted Canis and Sage 
from the building, Strix and Flora were isolated but 
prepared for intimidation. The G-men wanted them 
to unlock themselves in exchange for the ear of 
"Dianne's right-hand man." Flora and Strix in- 
formed them that they had faxed, phoned, e-mailed 
and sent letters to her with no reply. For the next 
hour and a half, the Feds tried to convince Strix and 
Flora to unlock, using various methods ranging 
from threats of arrest and repayment for "damages, " 
to talking about pizza, mochas and scones. Strix and 
Flora did not budge. TV and radio reporters arrived 
on the scene but were banned from the 36th floor. 
One courageous KGO reporter made it to within 15 
feet and tried yelling questions. But the now-ob- 
noxious Feds turned the squelch on their radios to 
the maximum, drowning out the protesters' voices. 

Then the San Francisco Police Department (SFPD) 
showed up, sending the Feds on their way. The SFPD 
called the Fire Department and asked them to free 
Strix and Flora by cutting through the concrete 
stump. Muttering under their breaths that they too 
found Di Fi's deal rotten to the core, the firefighters 
used a sledgehammer in an effort to break up the 
concrete. When this proved futile, they tried using 
a chisel, then an electric drill. "This isn't normal 
concrete," they declared in awe, having made al- 
most no progress. The red fuzz resorted to using a 
penlight and peering down the PVC. Unfortunately, 
the pipe was wide and the protesters’ forearms 
narrow. The firefighters were able to see the chain 
around Strix's wrist and used a diamond saw to cut 
through it. After Strix was cuffed, they asked Flora to 
unlock. She stalled. Finally, the cops realized they 
had one female officer whose forearm was small 
enough to fit in the PVC pipe. She fumbled for ten 
minutes, then slipped the chain from Flora's wrist. 

Flora and Strix were booked on charges of con- 
spiracy (a felony), resisting/delaying arrest and tres- 
passing. However, charges were not pressed by the 
SF District Attorney but will not be officially dropped 
until a year after the arrest. 


Headwaters Forest Actions Continue... 


continued from the front page 
salvage operations, "due to the threat to public 
peace and the general welfare," failed to reach the 
required five- vote quorum. 

In a separate case in federal court, Judge Bechtel, the 
same man who granted the 1995 salvage logging 
injunction for Headwaters, refused to allow evidence 
documenting Pacific Lumber's violations of their sal- 
vage logging agreement. Bechtel ruled that the evi- 
dence had been gathered while trespassing and there- 
fore was not admissible. 

To slow Pacific Lumber's continued operations, 
activities at base camp reached a frenzied pace. Non- 
violence and backwoods trainings were provided daily 
as new activists continued to arrive. Documentation 
and reconnaissance missions by the "Ecotopia Depart- 
ment of Forestry" (EDF) kept a watchful eye on salvage 
operations. Recon teams had little time to rest as 



Citizens taken for a ride by the Headwaters Forest "deal” 


Pacific Lumber swiftly moved logging crews from 
grove to grove. One reconnaissance on November 4 
became a spontaneous action as three forest defenders 
were forced to cat and mouse a crew working in Allen 
Creek Grove. The surprised salvage crew spent the 
whole afternoon trying to contain the quick activists, 
while their CAT D9s sat silent. 

Fisher Gate, Pacific Lumber's main entrance to 
Headwaters became the focus of weekly lockdowns 
and blockades. Morning crews on October 12 found 
eight activists locked together in a human chain with 
concrete and steel lockboxes. Logging traffic was held 
up for hours as brave human shields faced a variety of 
saws and jackhammers. 

Steel lockboxes were used by the Thorns of Justice 
affinity group at a 4:30 am blockade on October 30. 
Humboldt County Sheriff and Pacific Lumber em- 
ployees were stymied for hours, unable to cut through 
the heavy gauge metal (never use anything less than 
40 gauge steel). Loggers arriving to work were forced 
to step over the forest defenders and walk to shuttles. 
The festivities were enhanced by the spontaneous 
blockade of a log truck attempting to circumvent the 
Thorns by way of public access on Fisher Road. As 
more log trucks arrived, those sitting in the road 
refused to move despite police threats of pepper 
spray. Their convictions strong, the blockaders pre- 
vailed, howling wildly as the log trucks retreated and 
the police backed down. By morning's end, 13 more 
forest defenders had been arrested (some were brought 
to jail still linked with uncut lockboxes). 

On November 12 the Wooden Shoes affinity group, 
largely compromised of the jail support folk who had 
waited patiently for their turn at action, blockaded 
Fisher Road. A flare lit the pre-dawn darkness illumi- 
nating a fence made of chicken wire, yarn, bike 
chains, forest defender artwork, a walker, a VW rabbit 
with holes for three lockboxes and eight forest defend- 
ers (includingtwo grandmothers for Headwaters). The 
hoedown heated up as California Highway Patrol 
officers tackled the tango-ing Feinstein and Hurwitz 
clones. All 15 arrestees went on a hunger strike, 
refusing to eat until their demands of the increasingly 
violent Humboldt sheriffs and Highway Patrol were 
met. The demands included an independent review 


board, mandatory non-violence training for all offic- 
ers and an end to the deputization of Pacific Lumber 
loggers to arrest protesters in the woods. 

In addition to direct action that focused on slowing 
Pacific Lumber at the point of destruction, numerous 
rallies, demonstrations and jail vigils kept hammer- 
ing the message home that Headwaters Forest had 
not been saved. Rallies were held at the California 
Department of Forestry, Pacific Lumber's main mill 
in Scotia and in the Areata town plaza. The Earth 
First! Anarchy Theater troupe materialized in many 
public forums with a 15-foot-tall Charles Hurwitz 
holding hostage Dianne Feinstein, the Humboldt 
sheriffs, Pacific Lumber President John Campbell 
and Congressman "Rank Piggs" on puppet strings. A 
Critical Mass bike ride against police brutality re- 
sulted in 13 arrests and hundreds of citations when 
overzealous Humboldt sheriffs pulled riders at ran- 
dom from Highway 101. On October 25, a banner 
declaring: "Salvage Logging Kills Coho" appeared 
over the USFWS building in response to the delay in 
listing of coho salmon (an old-growth dependent 
species) as endangered because of corporate timber 
interests. 

As November 1 5 approached, organizers wanted to 
mark two months of actions with a demonstration for 
folks to renew their commitment to defend Headwa- 
ters. In theory it was easy; folks in salmon costume 
would cross the line, much like the 1,033 did on 
September 15, be cited, then released. Mailers and 
PSAs went out to thousands, and communication 
with county sheriffs was even established to find what 
their response might be. 

The demo, which attracted over 400 folks, began 
peacefully with music, speakers and continued cries 
for all 60,000 acres. Over 100 law enforcement officers 
in riot gear were on hand to remind us of their 
commitment to allow Pacific Lumber to pillage the 
last of the ancient redwoods. As willing arrestees with 
salmon cutouts in tow approached the "blue line," it 
became obvious that law enforcement had plans for a 
statement of their own. Police riot lines formed, 
bullying the crowd up and down the narrow Fisher 
Road. In true Gestapo style, riot cops in two's and 
three's marched out into the crowd arresting 
videographers and known rally organizers. Our hours 
of non-violence preparation paid off, as the crowd and 
appointed peacekeepers kept their cool despite the 
earnest attempts of riot cops to provoke a riot and find 
an excuse for pepper spray and tear gas. By darkness, 
over 70 fresh activists clogged the Humboldt Co. Jail. 

Unexpectedly, the tactics meant to "teach us a 
lesson" have landed the County Sheriff and 
Humboldt County Board of Supervisors a giant 
public relations crisis as mainstream, community- 
based Headwaters activists voice their outrage at the 
violent and riot-provoking police behavior on No- 
vember 15. Our demands for a genuine Citizen 
Review Board and mandatory non-violence train- 
ing for all law enforcement officers in Humboldt 
County could become a reality. 

Salvage logging ceased on November 13 with an 
announcement by Pacific Lumber PR hack Mary 
Bullwinkle that two million board feet of "salvage" 
had been taken out of All-Species, Shaw and Allen 
Creek Groves. 

Our ability to kill the deal and save all 60,000 acres 
of Headwaters forest depends on our future ability to 
get as many forest defenders into the woods and at 
the point of destruction as possible. Our collective 
political power, spoken largely through nonviolent 
direct action, came close to stopping the logging this 
year. With large-scale community support and the 
Headwaters name in the fight to save ancient forest, 
1997 could very well be the year we win a crucial 
victory that could turn the tide. 

To the thousands that came to Humboldt to defend 
Headwaters, local organizers extend their deepest 
thanks. We couldn't have done it without you. As one 
organizer testified at the recent Humboldt County 
Board of Supervisors meeting, "Last year we had 350 
arrests, this year we had over 1,300 arrests and next 
year, with public outrage growing, we could easily 
have four or five thousand arrested. As long as 
MAXXAM is cutting ancient redwoods, we'll be in the 
woods and at the gates to stop them..." 
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by Sabrina Alonso 

The Mitsubishi corporate family 
hates October. Every year, for the 
World Rainforest Week celebration, 
activists mobilize internationally to 
protest Mitsubishi's involvement in 
forest destruction, human rights 
abuses and cultural genocide. This 
year, actions in Washington State, San 
Francisco, Portland, Los Angeles, Boul- 
der, Phoenix, Tokyo and Australia tar- 


geted ships, corporate offices, banks, 
university offices and even pro-bas- 
ketball games with non-violent civil 
disobedience. 

An independent study done this year 
by the Environmental Investigation 
Agency found Mitsubishi’s global op- 
erations make it the world's worst 
destroyer of rainforests. Mitsubishi 
has timber operations on nearly every 
continent. In addition to exporting 
logs from the Pacific Northwest, 
Mitsubishi Corporation runs destruc- 
tive operations in Canada, Southeast 
Asia and the Amazon. In Canada, 
Mitsubishi owns Alberta-Pacific, the 


largest single-line, bleach-kraft pulp 
mill in the world. Mitsubishi also con- 
trols the largest milling operation, 
Eidai do Brazil, in the Amazon. All 
over the world, Mitsubishi has its hand 
in environmental destruction and dev- 
astation. 

On October 1 6, Union Bank of Cali- 
fornia offices in Portland and San Fran- 
cisco were targeted. Union Bank of 
California is 8 1 percent owned by Bank 
of Tokyo-Mitsubishi, the financial arm 


of the Mitsubishi "kerietsu" (corpo- 
rate family). 

At the University of Colorado-Boul- 
der, students continue to demand an 
end to the university's financial ties 
with Mitsubishi. Fearing student pres- 
sure, the Board of Regents recently 
adopted a stance of "institutional neu- 
trality in social and political matters." 
The decision denies students, staff and 
faculty say in how university money is 
spent. It also means business as usual 
for Mitsubishi. Following a rally on 
campus, 40 student leaders represent- 
ing several campus groups marched to 
the President's office. They demanded 


representation for students, staff and 
faculty on the Investment Advisory 
Committee, which oversees univer- 
sity investments. Students also asked 
school officials to expand this 
committee's oversight to include en- 
vironmental concerns, human rights 
and other social and political issues. 

Other demonstrations occurred in 
Phoenix, Arizona and Los Angeles, Cali- 
fornia. In Phoenix, activists from Apu's 
Son Rainforest Alliance and Tucson- 


based Rainforest Action Group kept 
pressure up with a 25-foot banner read- 
ing "Mitsubishi Destroys Rainforests," 
seen by thousands of motorists. In Los 
Angeles, activists from the LA Cam- 
paign for a Free Burma protested out- 
side the warehouse of a TV wholesaler 
that sells Mitsubishi Electronics' big- 
screen televisions and held a candle- 
light vigil for justice in Burma. 

In T okyo, Japan, human rights activ- 
ists met at Mitsubishi Corporation's 
world headquarters with the Director 
of Mitsubishi Corporation's Asian En- 
vironmental Section, Mr. Shegeki 
Yosikawa. Activists discussed 


Mitsubishi's investment with UNOCAL 
in building a petroleum pipeline 
through the middle of Burma's 
rainforest and Mitsubishi's coopera- 
tion with the State Law and Order 
Restoration Committee, Burma's ty- 
rannical military dictatorship. [See ar- 
ticle p. 13.] Mr. Yosikawa's response 
was that Mitsubishi cannot interfere 
with human rights violations in a coun- 
try they do business in. "We have a 
responsibility to our shareholders... re- 
gardless of what we think, we cannot 
interfere in politics." 

Australian activists from the Native 
Forest Network and Friends of the 
Earth protested at an Australian Na- 
tional Basketball League game spon- 
sored by Mitsubishi. Activists asked 
the League to drop Mitsubishi spon- 
sorship of games and demanded that 
Mitsubishi stop buying woodchips 
from North Forest Products. 

On the morning of October 29, ac- 
tivists shut down the Super Rubin, a 
massive log-export ship at the Port of 
Longview, Washington. Three climb- 
ers repelled off the side of the ship 
with a 60-foot banner reading, "Pro- 
tect Our Forests! Stop Raw Log Ex- 
ports! Boycott Mitsubishi!" Two activ- 
ists locked to the cranes, while two 
others locked into the crow's nest. 
Around noon, police started remov- 
ing activists from the ship and didn't 
finish until the end of the day. The 
activists were each held on $25,000 
bail and charged with felony sabotage 
of interstate trade. 

Rainforest Action Network will con- 
tinue its campaign of non-violent di- 
rect action against Mitsubishi until 
Mitsubishi ends its destructive opera- 
tions and human rights violations 
around the world. RAN works to pro- 
tect the earth's rainforests and sup- 
port the rights of their inhabitants 
through education, grassroots orga- 
nizing and non-violent direct action. 
If you would like more information 
or would like to get involved in the 
Boycott Mitsubishi campaign, con- 
tact RAN at 450 Sansome St. Suite 
700, San Francisco, CA 94111; (415) 
398-4404. 




by Jeanne Patton 

As part of Rainforest Action Network's (RAN) international day of action 
protesting Mitsubishi's global forest destruction, October 16, Portland RAN 
activists "delivered" a non-violent direct action at the Pacwest Center in 
downtown Portland, which houses both Mitsubishi International and Bank of 
Tokyo-Mitsubishi. It was a two-part action involving a banner hang and a 
lockdown in the lobby. 

On the morning of the action timing was crucial! At 8: 1 5 am, activists gathered 
at a parking lot a block from the building. Six people were needed to remove each 
600-pound steel drum from each vehicle. At 8:20 am, two climbers, dressed in 
trench coats and carrying a huge duffle bag, headed for the building with their 
support person. Their goal: to reach the 25th floor, walk through a Merril Lynch 
office onto the balcony and set up for a banner hanging without alerting security. 
At 8:25 am, three lock-down people headed for the building. Through the back 
entrance, two "delivery people" dollied in two 600-pound boxes, accompanied 
by two "bicycle messengers." Meanwhile, one "light-headed, confused patron" 
approached the security desk. 

By 8:30 am, a rally was forming and media was gathering. On the balcony, the 
climbers secured anchor points and climbed over the railing before the first 
security guard appeared. In the lobby, the "light-headed, confused patron" 
fainted at the security desk, providing a distraction while the "delivery people" 
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wheeled in boxes with the help of the "bike messengers." The cardboard was 
quickly torn away, and three activists locked into two bright yellow steel drums 
painted with the message, "Save The Rainforest-Boycott Mitsubishi." By 10 am, 
1 7 police cars, a paddy wagon and a hook-and-ladder truck had arrived with 34 
police officers and 15 firefighters. 

Before agreeing to leave the building, the activists asked the vice-president of 
Mitsubishi International's Portland office to meet with RAN representative 
Michael Marx. Having been publicly embarrassed, Mitsubishi was quick to 
comply. Within two hours Marx met with the vice-president and arranged a 
phone meeting with the vice-president of communications for Mitsubishi 
International in New York City. 

The activists successfully reached their goals: meeting with Mitsubishi's 
corporate heads, sending a strong message to the public to "Boycott Mitsubishi" 
and standing in solidarity with activists around the world to let multinational 
corporations know that we will no longer put up with their destructive 
practices! 

The action teams voluntarily unlocked and climbed back to the balcony. Six 
were arrested. The three locked down were charged with criminal trespass. The 
climbers' support person was charged with criminal mischief and the two 
climbers were charged with both criminal trespass and criminal mischief. 

The group is currently organizing a benefit in Portland to raise funds for legal 
defense. For more information please contact Jeanne Patton at (503) 233-1139. 




Rainforest Action Network Protest 


by Heather Sarantis and Jim Ace 

In San Francisco, the Boycott 
Mitsubishi Campaign had a message 
to send to the Mitsubishi corporate 
family: pressure will continue as long 
as Mitsubishi invests in and profits 
from destruction, exploitation and 
oppression of the earth and people on 
nearly every continent. The target this 
time: Mitsubishi-owned Union Bank 
of California. 

The climbers' demands included a 
meeting between Rainforest Action 
Network, the President of Union Bank 
of California and the Branch Manager 
of the Bank of Tokyo-Mitsubishi. RAN 
wants to meet with bank officials to 
discuss investments in Mitsubishi 
Corporation's destructive operations. 
Union Bank of California is 81 percent 
owned by Bank of Tokyo-Mitsubishi, 
the financial arm of the Mitsubishi 
corporate family. 

At the 5:40 am "go" signal, the team 
left the staging area for the unsuspect- 
ing bank. Other peacekeeping/support 
people were already in place on the 
street, lingering discreetly at a dis- 
tance. The team walked nonchalantly 
down the quiet, semi-lit financial dis- 
trict street wearing backpacks, climb- 
ing harnesses and diapers while 
connected by a curtain line. The build- 
ing had been scouted extensively, so 
only one security guard was expected. 

With adrenaline peaking, the climb- 
ers did what they had practiced for 
months. The climbing devices (stir- 
rups made from one inch tubular web- 
bing) were wrapped around the 1 6-foot 
circumference columns and locked 
into carabiners. After a final safety 
check, the climbers began the ascent. 
The race was on. The climbers had to 
get out of reach before discovery by 
security. 

Minutes later, at 5:50 am, an ambi- 
tious, nosy employee who was going 
to work early noticed people climbing 
the columns of the bank and rushed to 
the security desk. If the guard had 
grabbed the climbers it could have 
endangered their lives and certainly 
the action. If not for the quick think- 
ing of the ground support people, it 
could have gotten dangerous. JC and 


Mokai began us- 
ing their brooms 
to sweep the col- 
umns and side- 
walk. When the 
security guard 
came to investi- 
gate, JC used his 
Jedi mind control 
talents and calmly 
told the security 
guard that the 
climbers were col- 
umn washers sim- 
ply doing their 
jobs. The security 
guard bought it 
and the climbers 
had the time they 
needed to get out 
of the grabbing 
range of security, 
police and angry 
employees. As the 
climbers ascended 
the columns, a 
bank custodian 
came out to watch. 

Stirruping the fluted columns was 
no easy task. The climb was painstak- 
ingly slow and difficult, especially with 
the weight of a banner and gear. The 
climbers had 20 to 50 pounds on their 
backs and it took over two hours to 
climb 33 feet. After police and media 
arrived, the climbers decided it was 
time to deploy the banner. 

The supporters quieted as the 35 x 
25-foot banner was fed out across a 
curtain line. Finally, after the weights 
were attached, the banner went "poof. " 
It hung taught and flat, reading "Stop 
Earth Destroyers! Boycott Mitsubishi's 
Union Bank of California! Rainforest 
Action Network." 

By about 8 am, the San Francisco 
Police Department had called a com- 
mander to the scene. The SWAT team 
was summoned, along with a ladder 
truck from the Fire Department. The 
ladder truck swung its massive ladder 
around the front of the columns. The 
intensity built quickly with the threat 
of a SWAT team assault on the non- 
violent climbers. 

The climbers worked to slow down 
the progress of the police using "good 


activist/bad activist" tactics to buy 
more time for the action. Heather 
seemed to cooperate and communi- 
cate fully, while Jim yelled about the 
dangerous situation and safety issues. 
After several trips up and down the 
ladder, the cop finally cut the banner 
as the crowd booed and hissed. Heather 
delighted the media and the crowd by 
pulling a second, smaller banner out 
of her backpack. 

Meanwhile, a massive support dem- 
onstration was building. Hundreds of 
onlookers joined Earth First!, RAN, SF 
Food Not Bombs, Industrial Workers 
of the World, Friends of the Forests, 
Sierra Club and other organizations 
supporting the climbers and lighten- 
ing the mood with drumming, songs 
and chants. 

While the "authorities" scratched 
their heads, the climbers began to 
work the media. Reporters who showed 
up from radio, TV and print were 
invited to speak directly to the climb- 
ers via UHF radios. Heather called other 
media outlets by cellular phone to 
give live interviews while hanging 
from the building. The media loved it! 

Finally the SWAT team turned at- 


tention to the climbers. As media and 
hundreds of supporters and onlookers 
waited, the climbers and their support 
people had to make a strategic deci- 
sion: to come down now and get the 
"arrest shot" or stay and hang out. For 
safety and media exposure the climb- 
ers decided to come down. It went 
smoothly as each climber reached the 
bottom of the extension ladder and 
began yelling sound bites to the whir- 
ring TV cameras. The message got out: 
Mitsubishi is one of the world's worst 
corporate forest destroyers. 

The raucous demonstration on the 
ground continued until after the 
climbers were down and included 
breakfast by San Francisco Food Not 
Bombs. For days following the action 
people continued to hand out flyers at 
the bank, establishing a clear impres- 
sion of consistent pressure. 

Plans are already in the works for the 
next action in San Francisco to keep 
pressure on the Union Bank of Cali- 
fornia. Thanks to people all over the 
world who made the October 16 day 
of International Action a success and 
thank you for your support! Boycott 
Mitsubishi! 
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Union Bank Of California employees were in for a big surprise when the "pillar cleaners" were actually banner hangers! 



In a daring action high above the streets of Portland, Rainforest Action Network 
climbers get the Mitsubishi boycott message across. 


Sea Tiiimi.i: Stiiasihm Soak 


Sea turtle strandings soared in 1996 
and conservationists blame shrimp 
fishers and government inaction for 
the slaughter. By October, 2,326 sea 
turtles, including 282 highly endan- 
gered Kemps ridleyS, had washed up 
dead on US beaches, with two full 
months left in the shrimping season. 
The stranded sea turtles are only a 
fraction of the number actually killed; 
most do not wash ashore and are never 
found and recorded. Some scientists 
believe strandings represent only 10 
to 20 percent of true mortality. 

For the past three years record num- 
bers of endangered sea turtles have 
washed up dead, resulting in three sepa- 
rate lawsuits filed against the National 
Marine Fisheries Service. Two years af- 
ter stating that it would eliminate inef- 
ficient Turtle Excluder Devices (TEDs) 
to slow the massacre, the agency re- 


mains paralyzed in inaction. TEDs are 
simple mechanisms that allow sea 
turtles to escape shrimp fishers' nets. 

Please write Undersecretary of Com- 
merce of Oceans and Atmosphere, D. 
James Baker and ask for immediate 
action. Demand shrimp fishing mora- 
toriums in critical areas, increased en- 
forcement of current regulations 
(including undercover operations), a 
ban on soft TEDs, and the use of TEDs 
in try (sampling) nets. 

D. James Baker, Under Secretary of 
Commerce for Oceans and Atmo- 
sphere, Department of Commerce, 
14th and Constitution, Room 5230, 
Washington, DC 20230; (202) 482- 
3426; fax 408-9674. 

Please send a copy to Rolland 
Schmitten, Director, National Marine 
Fisheries Service, 1315 East-West High- 
way, Silver Spring, MD 20910. 
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FBI Lawsuit 
Update 

continued from the front page 

For example: 

Lie #1 — The search warrant states that FBI Special 
Agent Frank Doyle claimed that the bomb "was on the 
floorboard behind the driver's seat when it detonated" 
(and therefore, supposedly, we should have seen it 
and known it was there). This is disproved by the 
police's own crime scene photos, which show the hole 
in the car's floorboard to be clearly under the driver's 
seat and the back seat still intact. Also, the FBI's own 
bomb expert from the Headquarters lab in DC, Special 
Secret Agent David R. Williams, has testified that the 
bomb was fully hidden under my car seat, and that 
this was obvious from the damage to my car. 

Lie #2 — The search warrant also quotes Special Agent 
Doyle as saying that "a separate bag of nails was 
discovered in the vehicle that are identical to the nails 
taped to the explosive device." We have studied the 
evidence lists and viewed and photographed all the 
nails. We can now prove that the nails taped to the 
bomb were finishing nails and the nails found in a bag 
in my car were roofing nails or sinkers, different to the 
naked eye from the nails in the bomb. 

Lie #3 — FBI bomb expert SSA Williams has also 
testified that the bomb was triggered by a motion 
device, consisting of a large ball bearing that had to roll 
to connect two contact points. We have also seen and 
photographed this ball bearing in the FBI's evidence 
room. The fact that the bomb was hidden under my 
car seat and triggered by the motion of my car cer- 
tainly undermines FBI/OPD claims that a reasonable 
officer could have thought I was anything but the 
intended target of the bomb. 

Lie #4 — In the warrant for the second search of my 
home, OPD Sergeant Sitterud claims he was told by FBI 
lab expert Williams that nails were found in my house 
that matched nails in the bomb "in a batch of 200- 
1,000 nails." Williams has testified that he never said 
that, and that nails are made in batches of millions, 
and cannot be matched on that scale. 

FBI Prior Knowledge 
Besides this physical evidence and testimony reveal- 
ing their lies, we have learned quite a bit in the past 
year about the FBI's operations against EF! at the time 
of the bombing. We are still battling the FBI for release 
of files and information, but the information that we 
have succeeded in prying loose has been very interest- 
ing, revealing new layers of FBI wrongdoing. 

Throughout their sworn testimony in this case, the 
FBI agents have repeatedly said that they had never 
heard of Darryl or me before the bombing, and they 
were not investigating Earth First! In 1991, the FBI 
even made this claim in writing to Congress, in a reply 
to a set of questions from Congressman Frank Riggs. 

Yet the Oakland Police have said in their sworn 
testimony that the FBI appeared at the bombing scene 
and told the OPD that Darryl and I were known 
terrorists, that we were Earth Firstlers and that we were 
"the type of individuals who would be involved in 
transporting bombs." 

One small victory that we have won in the past year 
was forcing the FBI to reveal the file passages (which 
they originally blacked out) that show who is lying. 
And surprise! It's the FBI. Their own field report, 
written minutes after the bomb exploded, states that 
Darryl and I were already known to the FBI and were 
"the subjects of an investigation in the terrorist de- 
partment." This charge, along with references to Earth 
First!, is also repeated in two other reports written just 
after the bombing and originally withheld from us. 

This information is important for several reasons. 
First, it shows that the FBI lied under oath and that 
they lied in writing to Congress in 1991. It also gives 
credence to our claim that the true motive for the 
bombing arrest was to discredit Earth First!. 

But even more importantly, it shows the FBI engag- 
ing in illegal spying and targeting political activists in 
phony "terrorism " probes. Of course we are not terror- 
ists, and we were not involved in any illegal activities 
that could justify the FBI's interest in us. Instead, we 
were highly public organizers of mass nonviolent 
demonstrations, and the FBI had no right and no 
authorization to investigate us. 

This is the exact kind of abuse of activists' rights that 
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the FBI was found guilty of and ordered to cease in the 
COINTELPRO hearings in 1975. And this is why they 
lied and tried to cover up their prior knowledge of 
Darryl and me before the bombing. 

The Arizona EF! File 

Another of our accomplishments this past year was 
to win a court order forcing the FBI to turn over their 
long-withheld San Francisco field office file on the 
Arizona Earth First! FBI sting operation. This opera- 
tion, which lasted from 1988-1990, was a classic 
COINTELPRO-style campaign in which the FBI infil- 
trated Arizona Earth First! with agent provocateurs. 
These provocateurs, including Undercover Agent 
Michael Fain and paid FBI informant Ron Frazier, won 
the trust of a small group of activists over a period of 
two years, then convinced them to cut down a power 
line. The FBI agents bought the tools, taught the 
activists how to use them, chose 
the site, drove the activists there 
and, of course, busted them in 
the act. 

The FBI claims that the Ari- 
zona EF! case has nothing to do 
with us. We claim that the case is 
key to ours, because it shows 
that, at the time of the bombing, 

Earth First! was an active target of 
an FBI COINTELPRO operation 
designed (in the classic words of 
J. Edgar Hoover) to misdirect, 
discredit and neutralize us. 

Even more important, the FBI's 
plan in Arizona was to misdirect 
and discredit EF! by associating 
us with explosives. The FBI's code 
name for the Arizona EF! case 
was "Thermcon," an acronym for Thermite Con- 
spiracy. This name is very revealing of the FBI's mo- 
tives, since there has never been thermite or any other 
explosive used in any EF! action, ever. But, as shown 
in the file, the two provocateurs spent years telling the 
EFiers they could get them thermite, and trying to 
convince them to use it. 

Eventually the FBI had to settle for getting the 
activists to cut down the power pole with an acetylene 
torch, as they were unable to convince them to use 
explosives. But it is important to note that Operation 
Thermcon did not consist of the FBI infiltrating EF! to 
break up a thermite conspiracy. It consisted of the FBI 
using provocateurs to infiltrate EF! to create a thermite 
conspiracy to bust. It is in the context of this ongoing 
COINTELPRO operation against EF! — this attempt to 
discredit us by linking us with explosives — that the FBI 
terrorist squad moved in after I was bombed in Oak- 
land and declared Darryl and me to be the bombers. 
Local Surveillance 

The San Francisco FBI field office file on the Thermcon 
case details the FBI's local activities in support of the 
Arizona sting operation. The file shows that the very 
same FBI agents who were central to my case also 
worked on the Thermcon case, bringing into question 
their repeated claims that they knew little or nothing 
about EF! before the bombing. 

Much of the local activity in the Thermcon case 
involved routine spying and information gathering 
on various public EF! leaders. Special Agent Frank 
Doyle, for example, performed the task of finding the 
directions to EF!er Karen Pickett's house. A man named 
Mark Berry, who lived in Marin County and was not 
an EF!er or even an activist, was placed under total 
surveillance by the FBI because he was visited by EF!er 
Mark Davis, the central target of the Arizona sting. 
Davis and Berry were old friends who used to work 
together in a cabinet-making shop. Even though there 
was no evidence of Berry being involved in any crimes, 
the FBI placed a phone and mail cover on him, had 
agents parked outside his house following his every 
move, and flew surveillance planes over him. They 
even sent a pregnant FBI agent and a male FBI agent to 
check out Berry's cabinet shop, posing as husband and 
wife shopping for baby furniture. 

The Thermcon file pages that we have seen do not 
specifically show them surveilling Darryl or me, but 
much of the file is blacked out and there are pages 
missing (see below). The file does show that the FBI 
was conducting undercover operations against Earth 
First! in Mendocino County, where I live, as early as 
1 988. And, although the Thermcon case was closed in 
January 1990, the San Francisco FBI continued to put 


local reports in the file in March 1990, which show 
that an undercover FBI informant was meeting with 
an undercover FBI agent once a week, somewhere in 
northern California. We can't tell the subject or con- 
tent of these meetings because the document is heavily 
blacked out. I was bombed two months later. 
Missing Documents 

The strangest part of the San Francisco FBI's 
Thermcon file is not what is there, but what is missing. 
In between the first and second documents that show 
the weekly meetings of undercover agents in 1990, 
there is a page that simply reads "Serials 141-159 were 
missing from this file when it was processed." The 
next document in the file is from June 1990, one 
month after the bombing. So the missing documents 
cover the exact period that we are interested in, 
beginning right before the bombing. 

The FBI lawyer has told us that there 
are not really any missing documents. 
It was just a clerical error, caused by 
changing their computer system. But 
the fact is that those serial numbers are 
indeed missing, and if it was just a 
computer error you have to wonder 
why the person who processed the file 
included the page that acknowledged 
the missing documents. 

This is not the only case of missing 
„ file numbers in our FBI files. The main 
| file on the bombing case seems to be 
| missing whole sections of informa- 
£ tion. For example, there are absolutely 
| no FBI reports in my file that docu- 
s ment the FBI's inspection of my 
bombed car and the conclusion that 
the bomb was in the back seat. There 
are also no files that document the FBI Headquarters 
lab expert Williams' trip to Oakland to inspect the 
bombed car, in which he informed the local FBI that 
the bomb was hidden under my car seat and triggered 
by a motion device. 

And, strangely, nearly all the file numbers in the 
bombing case file have been crossed out and new file 
numbers written in. The new file numbers seem to 
contain hundreds of pages fewer than the old file 
numbers. But just as in the Thermcon file, the FBI 
lawyer has assured us that the files are not really 
missing. He says that at the time the file was made the 
FBI had an incompetent rotor clerk (the secretary who 
keeps the files), and they had to fire her and redo her 
work. But when we asked for the names of the incom- 
petent rotor clerk and her replacement so we could 
question them under oath, the FBI simply refused to 
produce them. Even though we have now gotten a 
court order telling them to produce the rotor clerks for 
questioning, they have been dragging their feet and 
have so far not done so. 

Lingering Questions 
So, even though we have learned much about the 
bombing frame-up and the FBI's wrongdoing in this 
case, there are serious questions that still need to be 
answered. For example, since the FBI's records state 
that, at the time of the bombing, Darryl and I were 
"the subjects of an investigation in the terrorist de- 
partment," what were we being investigated for and 
where are the records of that investigation? And, if we 
were being investigated, were we under FBI surveil- 
lance at the time of the bombing? 

These questions may never be answered. But the FBI 
lawsuit is the only way we have to even try to find out. 
We hope you will continue to support our efforts in 
this lawsuit, both to gain justice for the FBI abuses we 
have already proven and to try to get to the bottom of 
what really happened when I was bombed in 1990. 
Fundraising Plea 

Keeping this lawsuit going for these five-and-a-half 
years has not been an easy task. Even though our legal 
team works for a small fraction of what they are worth, 
and often for free, the costs of pursuing a case in 
Federal Court are enormous. The only way we can 
keep this case going is with your help. Please contrib- 
ute what you can to help us pursue justice. This case is 
not about me, Darryl or Earth First!. It is about the right 
of all activists to work for social change without 
fearing repression by the government's secret police. 

Checks should be made out to Redwood Justice 
Fund and mailed to Redwood Summer Justice Project, 
POB 14720, Santa Rosa, CA 95402. All donations are 
tax deductible. Thank you. 



fudi Bari 





Umpqua Cutthroat Trout Listed as Endangered, Finally 


by Francis Eatherington 

On September 9, 1996, the Umpqua 
cutthroat trout was officially protected 
under the Endangered Species Act. It's 
about time. The trout used to grace our 
waters by the hundreds of thousands. 
Only ten returned to spawn in 1991. 

What happened? Logging destroyed 
their habitat, says the National Ma- 
rine Fisheries Service (NMFS). More is 
known about the effects of timber 
harvesting on fish habitat in the 
Umpqua River than perhaps in any 
other Oregon river, because there has 
been a fish monitoring station in place 
since 1946 on the North Umpqua. In 
that year, the Umpqua sea-run cut- 
throat trout migrated by the thou- 
sands from the river to the ocean. The 
average over the last ten years has 
been 35 fish. 

NMFS is the government agency in 
charge of endangered fish species that 
spend at least part of their lives in the 
ocean, so NMFS is the guardian of the 
trout's recovery. NMFS, being a fed- 
eral agency, did not come by the list- 
ing decision quickly or easily. Envi- 
ronmental groups petitioned for the 
protection of the trout in March of 
1993. In May of 1994, NMFS had to be 
threatened with a lawsuit to force them 
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Saying, "I don't know the reason 
for this^— whether it is the hormone- 

j.Jadep fpodsTwas braugrif tip on, or 

; the ^str'd'geri-mimidihg pdiSdns with 
which L-P and CalTrans are blithely 
drenching our county — or none of 
the above...," Judi Bari announced 
to friends and family in late October 
that she has breast cancer which has 
metastasized to her liver. 

My rage is unparalleled. Rage at 
the world we live in, where we are 
bombarded constantly with poisons, 
where our ozone is depleted, where 
you're lucky if your tap water is drink- 
able. The bombardment does not 
respect activism, even if that activ- 
ism is keeping the planet healthy. 
Sure, eating organic foods helps, but 
none of us are safe from the effects of 
the poisons dumped on us by greedy 
corporations in the name of profit. 
Forty years ago, one out of 20 women 
got breast cancer. Today, the rate is 
one out of eight, and here in the San 
Francisco Area, it is one out of seven. 

Judi is fighting, as you would ex- 
pect. Few have the strength of will 
she has. She is fighting not only the 
cancer, but she is still fighting the 
FBI, doing the lion's share of the 
legal work. Her lawsuit against the 
FBI stems from the bombing that 
targeted her and nearly killed her in 
1990. [ See article on the front page.] 
Her spirit is indomitable. We're all 
pulling for you, sister warrior. 

To support Judi, you can write to 
her and contribute to the Judi Bari 
Trust Fund at the Mendicino Environ- 
mental Center, 106 W. Standley, 
Ukiah, CA 95482. Donations will go 
towards medical expenses and sup- 
port for her two daughters. Prayers 
help. Judi has said that what she really 
wants those who wish her well to do is 
to stay on the front lines: climb those 
trees, lock those gates, stand in those 
roads, and keep the spirit. 

— &REN P ICKETT 


to act on the petition. In July of 1994, 
NMFS finally proposed listing the 
Umpqua trout as endangered, point- 
ing out that it was "virtually extinct." 
According to the ESA, NMFS had to 
wait another year after this "proposal" 
to "decide" on the final listing. July, 
1995, came and went without the re- 
quired action from NMFS. 

But in July of 1995, the timber in- 
dustry was on the fast track to grab 
thousands of acres of old-growth for- 
ests by convincing Congress to pass 
the Salvage Rider. Twenty-three tim- 
ber sales in the Umpqua River Basin, 
previously stopped for envi- 

The Salvage 

Rider made some provisions 
for endangered bird species, like the 
marbled murrelet, but it didn't breathe 
a word about endangered fish species. 

Rare fish habitat was put at risk. 
Even though NMFS was silent on offi- 
cial protection, they warned the For- 
est Service and BLM that 18 of the 
Rider sales would put the Umpqua 
cutthroat trout in immediate danger 
of extinction. The timber industry, 
however, demanded their right to pil- 
lage our resources, so all but three of 
the sales were cut. 

Finally, in September of 1 996, NMFS 
officially protected the Umpqua cut- 
throat trout under the Endangered 
Specie? Act. It's important to kiiow 
what "protection" means in the 
Umpqua because what is happening 
here will happen again next year all 
over Oregon, Washington and Cali- 
fornia when the West coast steelhead 


and coastal coho salmon are protected 
under the ESA (hopefully). 

The ESA required NMFS to take at 
least two steps after listing the 
Umpqua trout. First, it was required 
to decide what is needed to protect 
the remaining population. The main 
question they were to ask: is the 
Northwest Forest Plan adequate to 
protect trout habitat? It was, after all, 
developed in 1993 w i t h o u t 
the Um Pq u\^ ^^ ^trout 


Scientists tell us that the most im- 
portant areas to protect for the trout 
are headwaters, where many of these 
63 timber sales are happening. Pro- 
tecting an endangered species requires 
more than clearcutting as usual. It 
should mean following the law. But 
NMFS doesn't seem able to do any- 
thing right unless they are threat- 
ened with a lawsuit. So, 
on November 1 8, a coa- jji 

lition of fishing and JtekjA 
environmental 
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the Salvage Rider forced the 

logging of riparian buffers and Late 
Successional Reserves. After this step, 
NMFS was supposed to review indi- 
vidual timber sales to see if they com- 
ply with the overall plan. When they 
comply, NMFS gives permission, in a 
Biological Opinion, to proceed with 
the sale. 

But something went wrong with 
this process. Before we knew it, NMFS 
had skipped the first step and given 
their permission to the Forest Service 
and BLM to log 63 timber sales! Some 
of these timber sales are big, ugly 
clearcuts in key Watersheds. NMFS 
just assumed that 'the Northwest For- 
est Plan was good enough to protect 
the trout, without doing any analy- 
sis, but trout habitat that everyone 
thought was protected in 1993 has 
now been destroyed. 


groups filed a 

flj&rgPPPr 60-day notice of in- 

' tent to sue the federal 

government for failing 
to protect the Umpqua 
cutthroat trout as required under the 
Endangered Species Act. 

The Umpqua cutthroat trout is in 
trouble. As a species it is in even 
worse danger than the spotted owl or 
marbled murrelet. These birds are 
listed under the ESA as threatened, 
but the fish are listed endangered. 
We must force government agencies 
to take this seriously. 

During the 1950s and '60s, the 
Summer steelhead run from the south 
Umpqua and the spring Chinook run 
from the main Umpqua went ex- 
tinct. These tw’o runs are gone for- 
ever, and at least three other runs are 
dangerously close to following them 
into extmcfi’bh. NMFS, ' the Forest 
Service and BLM need to proceed 
with extreme caution to prevent yet 
another symbol of our natural heri- 
tage from slipping away on our 
watch. 
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continued from page 3 

While Earth First! is a movement 
that doesn't prescribe a rigid or- 
thodoxy, I think that at the very 
least we should have some stan- 
dards as to which individuals and 
organizations are "one of us." 
The MOVE organization is defi- 
nitely not part of our tribe. 

Sincerely, 

— The Green Phantom 
from Philadelphia 

MOVE Responds: 

In response to “The Green Phan- 
tom from Philadelphia, "I would like 
to say that this person obviously does 
not know anything about the MO VE 
organization, our beliefs or our his- 
tory. Being "from Philadelphia" 
doesn't make this person an expert 
on MOVE. What people should be 
asking is what makes "Green Phan- 
tom" qualified to speak on what 
MO VE is or is not: How many MO VE 
members has "Green Phantom “ ever 
spoken to personally? 

For the information of EF!J read- 
ers, let me inform you that the MO VE 
organization emerged here in Phila- 
delphia by initiating demonstrations 
against the Philadelphia and NY 
Bronx Zoos, the Ringling Brothers 
Bamum and Bailey circus, puppy 
palace, furriers. We participated in 
symposiums/conferences on the "en- 
ergy crisis" and the environment. 
Most importantly, the way MOVE is 
coordinated to live by the teachings 
of our founder, John Africa, is the 
best indication of MOVE'S belief. In 
other words, go to our Bible — the 
guidelines authored by our loved 
founder John Africa if you want to 
know what MOVE believes in. The 
one true thing the "Green Phantom" 
said is that MOVE has not sought to 
improve government policies on en- 
vironmental issues here in the city of 
Philadelphia. That's because we're 
not dumb enough to go to our enemy 
and expect them to act contrary to 
the way they've conducted them- 
selves historically, that's like Jews 
hallucinating that they could peti- 
tion Hitler or members of his regime 
to do an about face. 

If people want to know about the 
MOVE organization they should 
come to MO VE members to find out. 
If the "Green Phantom" or anybody 
else wants to honestly find out about 
MOVE, contact us at POB 19709 
Philadelphia, PA 19143; (215)387- 
9955; fax (215) 476-7551; email 
move llja@ adl.com 

On the move, 

— Ramona Africa, 

MINISTER OF COMMUNICATIONS FOR THE 
MOVE ORGANIZATION 

Dear Shit fer Sermons, 

There was suuuuuuuure a 
whole lota preachin' goin' on in 
the Mabon and Samhain issues. 
Is this because we feel a deep- 
seated need to rekindle our fas- 
cist religious upbringing, with it 
being so close to the holidays 
and all? Goddess, save me from 
your followers! Or is it because 
we have no social and moral guid- 
ance now that gentle Miss Man- 
ners (bless her heart) has retired? 
Whichever, 1 suggest you clip the 
following three easy questions, 
tape them to your inkwell, and 
consult with them the next time 
you pick up your pen: 

1. Am I male? 

2. Am 1 female? 

3. Would I describe what 1 am 
about to write with the words 
"superbia," "hoity-toity," "over- 


weening," "priggery," "supercil- 
ious," "contumelious," or “de 
haut en bas "? 

If the answer to any of the 
above is "yes," then I implore 
you in your reflection or your 
fury to infuse some respect, heart, 
intelligence, tolerance, and “I 
believe you should's" into your 
writing. Or save the journal space 
and the readers frustration by 
instead repeating my Aunt Betty's 
favorite mantra: 

I am not an -ist 
and I do not subscribe to your 
-ism 

PREACH ETH THEE NOT 
else I'll put my fist 
through your high-falutin anal 
prism. 

Much love, 

— Faith Walker 

Journal Folks, 

What the fuck!? I can't believe 
you printed the hideous article 
entitled "Hollywood comes to the 
Ancient Forests; Baywatch Star 
Visits China Left Road Blockade. " 
While it is wanderful 
that Alexandra 
Paul cares about 
forests and that 
she visited 
China Left, it 
is an insult to 
those who 
dedicate their 
lives to activ- 
ism that this 
article ap- 
pears rather 
than one 
which cel- 
ebrates real 
heroism. Why 
not write one 
about one of those 
people who not 
only risk incarcera- 
tion but endanger 
their very lives as 
they sit vulnerable to 
attack (with only our 
beloved pigs to hold off the 
angry loggers) with their 
arms or necks locked to some 
(hopefully) immobile object 
to protect that which cannot de- 
fend itself. 

An article about a TV actress 
who pays a token visit to the 
blockade does not belong in the 
EF! Journal. Perhaps in a mind- 
less rag such as People magazine 
some sexist, horny and impres- 
sionable people would be so im- 
pressed with Alexandra's breasts 
that they would quit their corpo- 
rate jobs and drive to Oregon to 
save the trees. (It could happen.) 
But, are the readers of the Journal 
so shallow? I'd like to think not. 

Ms. Paul speaks of integrity but 
where is hers? Her life's work is 
not only lacking any positive ef- 
fect on the situation of our envi- 
ronment, it advocates values (or 
lack thereof) which have brought 
our society to the fucked up state 
in which it currently resides quite 
cozily. By writing and printing 
this trash YOU are helping per- 
petuate and further the material- 
istic, sexist, looksist TV culture 
which is the root of the greed we 
fight daily. 

— Bay 

Alexandra Paul responds: 

Thank you for giving me the op- 
portunity to respond to Bay's letter: 

I understand Bay's disgust with 
our celebrity culture. I, too, am 
troubled that it is famous people 


that bring out the media instead on 
important issues like the future of 
our forests (and therefore our planet). 
I am troubled, too, that people tend 
to pay more attention when a celeb- 
rity speaks than when an expert 
speaks. I worry that one day an 
issue will not be considered worth- 
while unless a celebrity is attached. 

However, when it comes to envi- 
ronmental matters, there is no time 
to waste. And news coverage is the 
fastest way to "get the word out. " 
So, I set aside my aforementioned 
concerns and do what I can because 
what is most important to me is 
that our planet be saved. And what 
I am able to do is draw media 
interest. If it is because I happen to 
be on a television show that is seen 
around the world, then I am grate- 
ful for that. 

I am sorry that Bay feels that I 
lack integrity and that my visit to 
China Left was a token one. Noth- 
ing about the environment has ever 
been token for me: I have been a 
vegetarian for 19 years, I do not 
wear leather, wool or silk or 
use any product tested on 
animals, I recycle, com- 
post, have owned an 
electric car for seven 
years, been anested 
more than a dozen 
times for civil dis- 
obedience at the 
Nevada Nuclear 
Test Site, walked 
five-and-a-half 
weeks on The 
Great Peace March, 
have spoken to thou- 
sands of schoolchil- 
dren on the over- 
population issue 
and have written 
and produced an 
educational 
film on over- 
population. 

I do wrestle 
with the para- 
dox that I am in a 
business that per- 
petuates many values 
with which I don't agree. However, 
at the end of the day, I know that my 
strength in the environmental move- 
ment is that I do live pretty much in 
the mainstream and that I can reach 
so many people because I am an 
actress. Other activists have other 
strengths and that is what makes 
"grassroots" so beautiful: it is ev- 
eryone helping in their own way to 
create change. 

I admire all of you who were 
involved in the blockade at China 
Left and am honored to have been a 
small part of it 

— Alexandra Paul 

P.S. Unfortunately, I don't think 
that my 34As are enough motiva- 
tion for anyone to quit their job and 
drive to Oregon. 

Hello fellow EF!ers, 

Thank you for putting out a 
great publication. It has inspired 
me to act instead of talk. I live in 
central New Jersey and there is 
not much nature around here. 
Affluent people reside here and 
nature is "out of sight out of 
mind. " After years of feeling help- 
less and alone in my struggles I 
have found hope within me. I am 
very inspired and I am motivat- 
ing people to get involved. I am 
currently working on a project to 
protect a lake from pesti/herbi/ 
insecti-cide pollution. Me and a 
friend took a few days to collect 
garbage around the lake. Next 


thing I know I met a guy who is 
doing water-quality testing on 
the lake and is working to pre- 
serve what is left of it. Those few 
hours 1 spent around the lake in 
itself has made me think about 
pollution and development. The 
leaves are turning colors and they 
are beautiful. The ducks roam 
peacefully and there are still some 
fish who jump in and out of the 
water. 1 WILL see the day when 
that lake is undisturbed by hu- 
man intervention (maybe not, I 
could die tomorrow). No more 
talk without action. I thank you 
and everyone involved in the 
movement for being honest, car- 
ing, compassionate human be- 
ings. You keep me going. Thanks 
for being real. 

— Mike Turis 

Dear Earth First! Friends, 

How are you doing? I just 
wanted to write and say that your 
organization is doing a great job. 
And to keep up the good work. 
I'm currently in a California 
prison. But a friend of mine let 
me take a look at your August '96 
issue, and I was real interested. I 
don't have much money. If you 
could please send me an edition 
I would really appreciate it. 
People really need to open up 
their eyes and see what's hap- 
pening around them. And once 
again, keep up the good work. 

Your Earth First! friend, 

— Lara D. Matthews 

Ed. note: We send out free sub- 
scriptions to anyone in prison. 

Dear SFB, 

I'm responding to Steve 
Donkin's demand that EF! articu- 
late a "political agenda beyond 
that of disruption." Donkin mis- 
understands the EF! agenda as 
"blowing things up," like the 
Unabomber. The Wise Use and 
mainstream media have been 
torturing themselves to connect 
the Unabomber with EF!. They've 
been unsuccessful because EF!ers 
aren't blowing things up, nor is 
Ted K. an EF!er. Does Donkin 
have a real political agenda be- 
yond slander? 

So, Lenin said that without 
revolutionary theory there can 
be no successful revolution. 
Lenin also founded a vast, fas- 
cist, environmentally destructive 
empire. So much for Lenin. Do 
you want an Earth First! theory? 
Here it is: No plan, no theory, no 
society is going to work if the 
biosphere is not intact. That 
doesn't answer any questions 
about what the good society 
should be, but it's enough to take 
action. Now. Because the bio- 
sphere is being destroyed. 

Case in point: Among the thou- 
sands of people who turned up to 
protect Headwaters grove, there 
must be a huge span of political 
opinion. If they had taken the 
time to hammer out a unified 
political theory, they would prob- 
ably still be debating theory and 
Headwaters would be hot tubs. I 
can anticipate Donkin's response; 
I've heard it before: If we had a 
brilliant theory, the workers 
would stand with us and the for- 
est would be saved. I've faced off 
with loggers and mill-workers. 
Most of them are quite capable of 
theory. They're not asking us for 
more theory. They're asking how 
they're going to feed their fami- 


lies. Maybe Donkin and his com- 
rades in the International Social- 
ist Organization could provide 
their working class brethren in 
Pacific Lumber with some tan- 
gible, material support while we 
pull the plug on junk-bond for- 
estry. Do I hear a real offer, or are 
you too busy theorizing? 

If it's not too "neo-anarchist," 
I'll close with a quote from Emma 
Goldman: "Our most vivid imagi- 
nation cannot foresee the poten- 
tialities of a race set free from 
external restraints. How, then, 
can anyone assume to map out a 
line of conduct for those to come? 
We, who pay dearly for every 
breath of pure, fresh air, must 
guard against the tendency to 
fetter the future. If we succeed in 
clearing the soil of the rubbish of 
the past and present, we will leave 
to posterity the greatest and saf- 
est heritage of all ages." Enough 
said. 

— Matthew Haun 

Dear Editor: 

People for the Ethical Treat- 
ment of Animals (PETA) is a little 
peeved that you gave us a 
"mangy, ankle-biting poodle" 
(although we have nothing 
against poodles) for our efforts to 
educate the public about the cru- 
elties inherent in "sport" fishing 
("Wolves... & Poodles," Septem- 
ber/October, 1996). 

We agree that commercial fish- 
ers are wreaking havoc on the 
environment, but ordinary an- 
glers are far from eco- (or animal) 
friendly. 

As your readers may know, 
countless animals and water birds 
become entangled in lost or dis- 
carded fishing line every year — 
some lose limbs, some their lives. 
Other animals fall victim to "im- 
pregnated baits" (plastic worms 
with scents inside them), which 
can look and smell like a swim- 
ming smorgasbord. A few years 
ago, a veterinarian in Florida dis- 
covered that some sick otters' 
intestines were full of undigested 
plastic worms. 

When environmentalists called 
for a ban on lead sinkers, which 
poison birds, ordinary anglers 
raised a ruckus. The American 
Sportfishing Association com- 
plained that a ban would inflict 
"unnecessary hardship on fish- 
erman." Non-toxic sinkers are 
readily available, but they're a 
little more expensive. 

And look at the damage done 
when ecosystems are artificially 
manipulated for anglers' ben- 
efit. Biologists recently an- 
nounced that the number of 
frogs in Yosemite National Park 
has declined dramatically since 
the early 1900s. One culprit: 
Trout, introduced in the lakes 
for sport fishers, gobble up frog 
eggs, tadpoles and even adult 
frogs like guppy food. Glacier 
National Park, on the US/Cana- 
dian border, has similar prob- 
lems. Until 30 years ago, the 
park stocked its lakes with trout 
for anglers; the fish have all but 
wiped out some microscopic 
animals, changing the entire 
food chain to this day. 

And in Colorado, things have 
totally spun out of control. In 
the late 1980s, hatchery trout 
infected with whirling disease, a 
fatal cartilage disorder, were in- 
troduced into the Colorado River 
for the benefit of anglers. Since 
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then, 90 percent of the wild rain- 
bow trout in some parts of the 
river have died from the disease. 

If you think anglers are friends 
to the environment, you've fallen 
for a whopper of a fish story— 
hook, line and sinker! 

Sincerely, 

— Paula Moore 
Correspondent 

Editor's note: The "mangy, ankle- 
biting poodle" given to PET A was 
not for its sportfishing campaign, 
but for its ridiculous appeal to the 
town ofFishkill, New York to change 
its name. 

In the nation-wide Associated 
Press article that covered PETA's 
Fishkill campaign, a PETA spokes- 
person was quoted as saying that 
the fact that the "kill" in Fishkill is 
Dutch for stream is besides the point, 
because most people are too igno- 
rant to know that. Such arrogance 
serves only to reinforce the self-righ- 
teous image of the animal rights 
movement and, by extension, the 
ecological movement as well. We 
stand by our poodle. 

—CB 

Hello friends, 

My name is shady. I've been 
looking for your address for 5 years 
it was after seeing your great people 
in action on TV, I was 1 6 years old 
and I cried for two reasons, happi- 
ness for finding out that there are 
people like me in the world, and 
anger for not being able to fight 
with you. A long time has passed 
and I already finished my law stud- 
ies and now about to finally begin 
studying what i always wanted to 
study forestry. 

We have been connected to the 
Internet 2 weeks ago and that's 
how 1 finally found your address 
and e-mail and I thought I must 
write you this letter even though 
my spelling is a catastrophe. 

I don't know much about Earth 
First! but fighting for nature has 
always been my goal and I know 
that Earth First! does that and I 
thank you for it. I tried and still 


try to do something to prevent 
the destruction of the land I live 
in (Israel) but alone I didn't 
achieve anything 1 used to set in 
my room look at the nature post- 
ers I have all over the walls and 
cry, I don't cry anymore for it 
only makes my life sad while 
destroyers of my earth laugh. I 
will start studying forestry on the 
beginning of October in Germany 
(we don't even have this subject 
in Israel) and after that I will do 
what I can do. 

I was already in the US, I was 1 7 
years old, I tried to find your 
address but I couldn't, I loved it 
in your country the nature is still 
somehow there, people like you 
are fighting for me and for others 
that want the remaining part of 
the land to stay untouched by 
the filthy hand of the modern 
man, thank you. 

In 4 or 5 years I will be making 
my own fight to protect the thing 
the no body owns but many act 
as if they do. 

What I saw 5 years ago on TV 
was a 30 minutes program about 
nature and there was five min- 
utes about Earth First!, I will never 
ever forget the words they said 
about not wanting to live if there 
will be no more pumas in the 
Rockies or no more crying of 
eagles in the blue sky. For many 
years I had the dream of sitting 
among you near the camp fire, 
many years have passed and I 
have changed a lot but I still 
want to once meet and go camp- 
ing with members of the group 
and learn about Earth First! and 
about the earth. 

1 thank all the members once 
again and wish you happiness, 
luck and above all success. 

love, 

SHADY 

Journalistas, 

Among the letters published 
in the last issue was a missive 
from Eve, who takes exception to 
a tactic advocated by some of us; 
that of a reviving corporate 
dechart ering pro- 
cess that enabled 
state legislatures 
to shut down mis- 
creant corpora- 
tions during the 
first century of 
this country's his- 
tory. In reading 
her critique, it 
seems to me that 
Eve would have 
us manifest a de- 
gree of ideologi- 
cal purity in our 
struggles that 
would guarantee 
that we ulti- 
mately lose, at 
least in the con- 
text of current 
political reality. 

Eve begins by 
decrying the 
"lame-ass glorifi- 
cation of the 
'Founding Fa- 
thers' and their 
precious 'revolu- 
tion' to end 'cor- 
porate domi- 
nance'." Fair 
enough. The so- 
called "Founding 
Fathers" were, in 
fact, a cabal of 
hypocritical, rac- 
ist patriarchs. But 
to criticize their 
distrust of corpo- 
rate power on 
these grounds 
brings to mind 


the following questions: If some- 
one were shooting at you, would 
you refuse to jump behind the 
nearest wall just because you hap- 
pened to know it was built by bad 
people? 

Certainly, Eve is correct in say- 
ing that "... the Founding Fathers 
and the system. ..that they set in 
place, are NOT an inspiration..." 
If the majority of Americans 
agreed, then there would be no 
reason to grasp at such straws as 
the corporate dechartering pro- 
cess. However, most Americans 
still regard those dead white 
males as demigods. That is what 
gives their distrust of corporate 
power its usefulness today. "It's 
not just an unwashed bunch of 
lowbagger hippies calling for an 
end to corporate hegemony. It's 
Washington and Jefferson..." 
That may not impress us, but 
"normal Americans” may just 
sit up and take note. And if 
distrust of corporate power 
doesn't build among the gen- 
eral public, then corporations 
will not end. Period. 

In this vein, Eve states she's 
not interested in ending cor- 
porate dominance. She 
wants to end corpo- 
rations. This con- 
stitutes little more 
than spurious se- 
mantic hairsplit- 
ting, since there's 
no way that you're 
going to end cor- 
p o r a t i o n s 
without first 
ending their 
dominance of 
society. 

Eve reveals 
her misun- 
derstanding 
of what we are 
trying to ac- 
complish by 
bringing back the corporate 
dechartering process when she 
describes it as a "false solution." 
In reality, it's no solution at all, 
false or otherwise. Rather, it's a 
tactic, one among many, which 
has real-life applicability in the 
context of today's socio-political 
reality. It can be used to draw 
public attention to the fact that 
corporations now wield unprec- 
edented power over the political 
process, over the shaping of pub- 
lic opinions and values, over the 
day-to-day lives of people... It's a 
real tactic that can be used to 
mold the broader public aware- 
ness, shifting it in the right direc- 
tion. 

Eve's ideologically pure alter- 
native is that people "look to 
their own power to create some- 
thing new." Right. A few thou- 
sand activists "looking to their 
own power" in a society rapidly 
approaching 300 million will 
have about as much impact as a 
bunch of fleas farting. We need 
to find ways to impact the opin- 
ions of the broader public. 

Using the corporate 
dechartering process may be 
Machiavellian, but if we insist on 
using only pure, nebulous, New 
Age tactics such as those advo- 
cated by Eve without discussing 
interim steps that could lead in 
the right direction, then we'll 
never get anywhere at all. 

— Tim Haugen 

To the Editors: 

I'm astounded that the EF! Jour- 
nal would print an article by a 
pseudonymous entity denigrat- 
ing the character of a well-known 
environmental activist who has 
supplied the Journal with a num- 


ber of essays in the past without 
checking the source (the Gorge 
Citizens for Environmental Eth- 
ics, a group no one in the Gorge 
environmental community has 
ever heard of) or providing any 
opportunity to answer the accu- 
sations. The Subdivide and Con- 
quer article you ran in your Sept./ 
Oct. issue regarding my develop- 
ment in the Columbia Gorge was 
so filled with lies, half truths and 
omissions that it would take pages 
to address them all. I feel com- 
pelled to respond to some of the 
article's accusations. 

A recent article in the Amicus 
Journal, also titled Subdivide and 
Conquer, noted that according 
to a 1996 landscape survey 1.2 
acres of open space are being 
developed every hour in the 
West. This is an astounding pace, 


and the urgency to protect what 
we can is tremendous. Pristine 
landscapes deserving protection 
in the Gorge and everywhere 
else in the West compete for 
dollars in very short supply. 
Three years ago when 1 discov- 
ered the 170 acres now called 
Rowena Wilds, it had been ap- 
proved for a 21 unit develop- 
ment. When the development 
went bankrupt a year later and 
came up for sale I tried to inter- 
est the Forest Service, the Trust 
for Public Land and the Nature 
Conservancy in acquiring it. 
None were interested in this land 
just outside the Columbia Gorge 
National Scenic Area. When all 
other protective scenarios were 
exhausted, I decided to attempt 
a small-scale, "environmentally 
sensitive" development rather 
than sit and watch the land I 
loved be brutalized on a larger 
scale. Yes, I became the "lesser 
of two evils." Not financially ca- 
pable of just sitting on it, I de- 
cided to create and sell eight lots 
on land zoned for 20. (If I was 
out to make "enormous profits" 
as the article suggested I would 
have created many more lots.) 

The article for the EE! Journal 
did not mention that Rowena 
Wilds land was already heavily 
roaded with a large gravel pit in 
the center. It was crisscrossed with 
barbed wire fences and had been 
grazed for most of the last cen- 
tury. (According to the Nature 
Conservancy, it was "so nuked 
by cows" that they could not 
even take the ten acres I offered 
them as a gift.) The old ponde- 
rosa pines had been logged off in 
five stages over the last 90 years. 
The article failed to mention that 


I am removing all fencing, that 
never again will there be live- 
stock grazing on the land, that 
an aggressive native plant resto- 
ration program is being imple- 
mented and that the old oaks 
will be fully protected. Accord- 
ing to a hydrological study com- 
missioned by the state of Or- 
egon, Section 16, which con- 
tains Rowena Wilds, has an 
abundance of available ground 
water and usage would not im- 
pact nearby lands. It said noth- 
ing about the 40-acre Rowena 
Creek Sanctuary I am creating in 
the midst of the land nor about 
the restoration planned for the 
gravel pit. It alluded to a land 
trust but failed to note that al- 
ready an additional 20 acres of 
neighboring land has adopted 
the Rowena Wilds conservation 
covenants and restrictions 
which are far more envi- 
ronmentally stringent 
than those of the neigh- 
boring National Scenic 
Area. Nary a soul (let alone 
a conservationist) in the 
six months I have owned 
theland hasinquired about 
the possibility of purchas- 
ing it for protection. Nature 
needs solutions, not decep- 
tion and slander. 

As much as we wish it 
possible, there is simply 
not enough money to 
protect all our favorite 
places and it is heart- 
breaking to watch them 
fall to development. Yet, 
with over an acre of land 
being developed every 
hour in the West, good 
models are extremely im- 
portant. It's my hope that 
Rowena Wilds can be 
such a model, and be a 
community too, co-ex- 
isting with nature as 
much as is feasible and defend- 
ing the 5,000 acres of wilder ranch 
and protected lands next door. It 
is a hopeful vision during a time 
on Earth when reasons for hope 
are in short supply, when we all 
long for a way to stop the human 
onslaught that is gobbling up the 
Earth. 1 could have been a purist 
and smugly stood aside as this 
land was developed in the typi- 
cal ranchette, five-acre, cookie- 
cutter fashion. However, I took 
the karma upon myself to do 
what I believed was, considering 
all the options, the best do-able 
scenario for this land. 

Given the extent of our pre- 
dicament, it's pathetic for those 
in the environmental commu- 
nity to throw stones and con- 
demn each other's efforts just 
because they differ from our own. 
How draining it is to spend time 
doing damage control as I am 
doing now (and reading about it 
as you are doing now) when there 
are so many battles screaming 
for our attention. 

Nature desperately needs so- 
lutions and in these precarious 
times they will not always be 
pretty or picture perfect. We need 
to use every tool in our tool 
chest and yes, occasionally, as 
hard as it may be for some to 
swallow, an environmentally 
conscious development can, as 
a last resort, be such a tool. In 
this instance I sincerely believe 
it is. For the moment, yes, I am a 
developer — the last thing I ever 
thought I would be. Condemn 
me if it makes you feel good but 
know that all the other tools in 
my tool chest are well oiled and 
in good working order. 

— Daniel Dancer 



As difficult as it is to recognize their mortality, 
it is easy to celebrate the spirits of our biophiliac 
brothers and sisters. When we honor their lives in 
our own, we become part of a life force that 
transcends the human realm. This force has been 
made all the richer for the life of Arthur Setzer, 
Zorro, who passed from this world in September. 
Zorro was a lover of rivers and mountains, a 
builder and pilot of airplanes, a philosopher 
whose words often graced these pages, a wanderer 
who touched many lives, a master of simple 
living, and a tribal elderwhose generosity will not 
likely be forgotten. 

— Dwight Metzger 
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Deadly Landslide at Stump Acres 


by Shannon Wilson 

The following is a firsthand account of the slide 
at Stump Acres. It only begins to describe the 
devastation visited upon the site. 

Pulling up to the site I immediately notice a 
three-foot wall of mud and boulders blocking 
Hubbard Creek Road. Proceeding to the two-foot- 
wide running stream, I am surprised to see gouges 
up to 40 feet wide in the stream banks. Logs four 
feet in diameter are strewn on both sides of the 
washed-out road. Intermingled among the boul- 
ders and logs are the remains of the house that 
had been above: pieces of roofing sheet metal 
torn and bent, clothes and other personal items 
hanging from logs and branches, a car luggage 
carrier or refrigerator crushed between a standing 
tree and debris, a heavy duty wheelbarrow which 
had been crushed and molded to the rocks that 
surrounded it, the tire being the only thing 
identifying it. This was more than just a simple 
dirt bank or cut-bank collapse. 

Walking up the driveway, it is mind-boggling to 
realize the power of the slide. I pass a small 
Toyota pinned up against a group of trees with all 
its tires off the ground, its rear panels on each 
side crushed in. Nearby a Peavey guitar amplifier 
lays in the mud with plugs still attached. 

As I slowly continue up the driveway another 
50 yards the fog clears just enough to see a near 
vertical clear-cut face towering above the small 
settled valley. Also clearly visible is a sight wit- 


nessed many times in the Siuslaw River drainage 
near Mapleton, Oregon after the February 96 
flood: near the top of the extremely steep clear-cut 
face is an area where the channeled runoff from 
heavy rains has caused all soil, rocks and vegeta- 
tion to simply slide off the solid rock below it. 

Finally, I reach the site of the house, but evi- 
dence of the house is virtually nonexistent. I 
stand at a distance, not wanting to get in the way 
of the remaining family and friends mourning 
and looking for personal belongings. This area is 
at least 100 yards wide and the mud and rocks are 
thickest here. It is quite clear that this was a 
debris-mud torrent that had rushed down the 
stream gathering whatever was in its way. Whole 
trees two to three feet in diameter, root wads and 
all, many broken in half and boulders as big as 
small cars decimated anything in the path. It 
appears that the debris torrent coming out of the 
narrow steep channel quickly expanded at this 
wider point, engulfing the houses and tumbling 
them and the victims 300 yards or more across 
the road into Hubbard Creek. The victims had no 
chance. The teenage children, hearing their 
closest neighbors screaming to get out of the 
house, escaped, only to watch in horror as their 
home was destroyed and their mother, father, 
next door neighbor and a family friend crushed 
to death by hundreds of tons of mi d, boulders 
and logs. 

My mission is to take the video camera and find 
the origin of the debris-mud torrent. I proceed up 


the stream, but soon find it much too narrow 
and steep to follow its banks. So I start for the 
ridge on the south side after crossing the 
stream. Approaching the ridge and a six to 
seven-year-old plantation, I look ahead and 
spot the origin of the deadly debris torrent. As 
expected, it is a nearly vertical clearcut. About 
200 feet below the top of its peaklike ridge I can 
see where the soil, rocks and vegetation had 
been torn away by the channeled runoff com- 
ing from the rock faces above. In turn, that 
mass broke away in an avalanche, flowing 
down the 400-foot clear-cut face, taking every- 
thing with it that was not bedrock. Further 
down the stream the debris torrent gathered 
hundreds of tons of mass and momentum. 
Nothing could have stopped it. 

Back down the mountain I pass one of the 
victim's closest neighbors. She asks me, "What 
did you observe up there?" I tell her and say, 
"This madness has got to stop!... and it may 
take a lifetime to make it," as I trudge away 
through the debris. 

Here are people to petition for an end to clearcut- 
ting in the Western US: 

Oregon Governor Kitzhaber, 160 Capitol 
Building, Salem, OR 97310. Dan Glickman, 
Secretary of Agriculture, 14th St. and Indepen- 
dence, Washington, DC 20250. Kathleen 
McGinty, President's Council on Environmental 
Quality, 722 Jackson Place NW, Washington, DC 
20503. 



But for car problems, the driver of this vehicle would probably have been the fifth victim of the Hubbard Creek landslide. 


Clearcuts Kill... 

continued from front page 

landslides happen three times more often in clearcuts 
than on forested slopes, preparations for the Cham- 
pion clearcut continued. On October 27, 1986, the 
ODF forester wrote in his diary: "Worked on maps — 
soil and slopes — identified four structures, three of 
which are located in areas a debris slide could reach. 
One structure located up Rock Creek and right on 
edge of creek (high potential for slide damage)." 

The forester was looking at the Stump Acre houses, 
and identified the Moon house as particularly at 
risk. ODF classified the Champion land above them 
as a "high risk area" for mass soil movement. It is 
unclear if this information was ever given to the 
Stump Acres residents, but even if they had known, 
there was little the Moons could have done after 
investing so many years building their home and 
raising a family. Susan Moon was a nurse and Rick 
Moon was a carpenter. In 1986, their two children 
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were three and six. 

On October 29, 1986, the ODF forester wrote in 
his diary that he talked to Rick Moon: "We let him 
know what we were doing there and what was 
proposed for the area. He does not oppose the 
logging, but is concerned about any slide that may 
block the creek and flood out at a later date." 

Logging started in early 1987. The slopes were 
extremely steep, an average of 80 percent and some 
up to 120 percent. It was so steep that the loggers 
had to use rappel ropes to get in to cut the trees 
down. They completely clearcut 1 68 acres, not even 
leaving a single tree along the edge of Rock Creek. 

A 1975 USFS study concluded that the risk of 
landslides from a clearcut continues for 20 years 
after the hill has been cut. Slides happen after the 
stump roots decompose and no longer hold the soil. 
Nine years after Champion clearcut the land, it slid. 
On November 18, 1996, during heavy rains, the 
water and mud moved through the clearcut and 
down the slope to Hubbard Creek, crushing a home 
and four lives in its path, including Rick and Susan 


Moon. Their two children, now orphaned, were 
able to flee the catastrophe. 

In response to this preventable tragedy, ODF 
District Forester Steve Truesdell acknowledged 
that the Department of Forestry knew about the 
danger of landslides in the logging units in 1986, 
but had no power to prohibit the logging. “It's all 
private land. We don't have the authority to not 
allow activities." 

The residents of Hubbard Creek now know they 
live in "unstable" mountains. One recently said, "I 
am willing to take my chances with Mother Nature 
regarding slides, but I am not willing to see the 
chance of a slide increase threefold just so a com- 
pany can make some money." 

Less than two miles down the road from the 
former Moon house, new roads are being built 
above the homes of Hubbard Creek. The roads 
would access a potential Roseburg Forest Products 
clearcut directly above five people's homes. Accord- 
ing to ODF, some of the new roads are being built on 
slopes up to 65 percent on sites with old slides and 
evidence of small failures. 

In response to recent events, ODF area director 
Craig Royce said, "The Oregon Department of 
Forestry is not in the business of protecting 
houses." Indeed, human habitat is not included 
in the ODF goal of "sound management of fish 
and wildlife resources." Considering the plight of 
our endangered fish and wildlife species, ODF 
doesn't seem to be in the business of protecting 
the home of any species. 

But now a new voice can be heard above the roar of 
chainsaws and mudslides in the up-to-now unchal- 
lenged area of sacred, "private" industry land. It is 
the voice of the old-timer, who's lived on Hubbard 
Creek for 50 years: "I don't want to be labeled an 
environmentalist, I feel in a bind over this. But 
wondering what Roseburg Lumber will do is like 
waiting for destruction. It's like having a sword 
dangling over your head and not knowing when it 
will fall." It's also the voice of a nurse and neighbor 
on Hubbard Creek: "Cut away the old growth forest 
above me and what will happen? Will we be the next 
people on Hubbard Creek to lose our home? Will we 
be the next to die? At least if we get killed in a slide, 
there will be some good documentation of our feel- 
ings before they logged. Please help us stop destruc- 
tive logging in hazardous, slide-prone areas." 

For more information: http://www.teleport.com/ 
-francis/umpquawater/ccresults. html. 




From ike Front Lines 

BOOK REVIEW BY ATOM 

Earth Firstlers intrigued by the UK's militant enviro movement will be inter- 
ested in a couple of recent books. Stacey Wakefield and Grrrt's Not For Rent: 
Conversations with Creative Activists in the UK and George McKay's Senseless Acts 
of Beauty: Cultures of Resistance Since the Sixties are both wonderful documents of 
Great Britain's political and cultural underground. Both tomes focus 
extensively on the anti-road campaigns. 

Not For Rent is a large format, 95-page collection of activist interviews, 
photos and art. The book introduces us to a cast of real life characters 
leading inspiring, fun and contrary lives. Most of the denizens of the 
political and cultural underground featured in Not For Rent are squatters of 
one sort or another. They run the gamut from trans-national punk 
musicians occupying the rat-infested remains of inner city housing, to 
eco-warriors building and defending tree houses in threatened forests. 

A living resistance unites the diverse figures in Not For Rent. 

Though many political activists spend their lives agitating for all- 
encompassing social change while glumly slaving away for subsis- 
tence wages, the storytellers here aren't waiting for anything. They're 
living the way and doing the work they want to do now. They make 
scant distinction between the personal and political, opting 
instead to live the revolution. 

There is a great piece on Cascadia Free State's spiritual ancestor, 
the Pollock Free State outside Glasgow, Scotland. The residents of 
Pollock fought car-happy bureaucrats bent on punching a highway 
through ancient forest land. The enviro-squatters established a 
large encampment and autonomous zone in the path of the high- 
way-to-be. "The Free State grew from a few basic shelters into a 
thriving community with tree houses, benders, kitchen, toilet, veggie 
plot, swings and see saws. People with objections to the road had been 
brushed aside and dismissed through bureaucratic channels. Creating the Free 
State put them in an unignorable position of empowerment," explains one 
Pollock squatter. 

The "No M-ll" anti-highway campaign is covered as well. The crusade united 
enviros opposing Carmaggedon with homeowners pissed about the destruction 
of their East London neighborhood for the highway. By squatting whole city 
blocks of buildings in the path of the M-l 1, activists also drew attention to land 
ownership and housing issues. Besides amalgamating several struggles, the UK 
eco-warriors delayed completion of the road, drove up the project's costs and 
drew massive media attention. 

In addition to the incredibly captivating interviews and tales, Stacy and Grrrt 
have, beautifully illustrated Not For Rent with wonderful photos and art. Like- 
wise, the graphic direction and design are superb. In the spirit of the self-reliant 
resistance Not For Rent brings to light, the tome is a thoroughly DIY micro- 
production. You can find the volume in cool bookstores or order it through Evil 
Twin Publications, 2225 1st Ave., Seattle, WA 98121. 

George McKay's Senseless Acts of Beauty is a more scholarly, semi-academic 
work that weighs in at 200+ pages. He examines 90s British 
counterculturalists — "travelers, tribes, ravers or squatters, direct action protest- 
ers of every kind, DIYers" — and traces their roots to 60s counterculturalists. He 
moves from the 60s to the hippie free festivals of the 70s, to 80s punk polemi- 
cists such as CRASS, to the eco-wars of the 90s. He examines each and finds the 
common threads that unite England's diverse oppositional cultures. McKay's 
history, replete with first hand accounts, reads like a labor of love, since he's 
been a "punk, anarchist activist, squatter, painter, decorator and jazz musician" 
and has intimate knowledge of the terrain covered. 

Earth warriors will be especially interested in a chapter focused on "eco-rads." 
McKay gives us a lively look at the combatants in the road battles, the live 
animal export controversy and anti-nuke "peace camps." His descriptions are 
vivid, quotes insightful, observations and criticisms invaluable. The movement, 
even in the face of failed campaigns, is amazingly successful; the struggle 
against the eventually-constructed M3 highway cost The Man $5.6 million! 

Senseless Acts is a "must read" for activists feeling their enthusiasm wane as we 
usher in another four years with Clearcut Clinton. Published by Verso, New 
York in 1996 and available in good bookstores. 
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Counting Reality 

by Dan Seifert 

Education: to gain the understanding of the relationship between an XY 
coordinate system and the given xy system, we assume that the XY coordi- 
nate system is obtained by... While my brain focuses, my hands peel, getting 
soft, tender, atrophied. Calluses diminish daily as I find myself playing the 
university game again. The tiny scar on my right smallest finger has nearly 
vanished. Small red lines amidst brownish skin are all that remain of the 
scratches on my arms. 

A few years ago, working for the US Forest Service, I hugged my first tree, 
looking up the bole to the sky, to the fluffy green 
needles respirating and photosynthesizing away 
in the July sun. Lonely Larix lyallii, Western 
larch, lizard skin bark, peeling scales as I 
pressed against it, my arms barely 
reaching halfway around 
the tree. Hugging, 
looking up, imagin- 
ing, maybe even 
feeling the countless 
sunny afternoons 
that have 

become part 
of the tree. 
Smiling, 
jotting notes 
on my form, I 
moved on 
with the 



mg, 

searching, 
figuring, 
quantifying, 
writing. 

The survey 
portrays a 
skewed 
version of 

the forest's ac- tuality; 
not trees but timber, not 
beauty but meaningless code, 
easily translatable to board feet. 

How do you quantify feeling? 

Trudging upslope through brush-filled 
clearcuts, unshaded from the sun; alder, 
mountain ash, maple, menzesia — all grabbing, 
slapping and scratching. The brush field fades into a 

battlefield of uprooted trees and their broken pieces. f Behind brush, 
stump and mass of blowdown looms an encasing wall of trees. 

Sudden shade and cool lies within the wall. The forest air grows calm, clean, 
cool. All about is the endless buzz of flies, flitting and fucking, carrying on 
fast-paced lives, a brief and seemingly continuous flicker in comparison to the 
overbearing fixedness of the looming sentinels. Massive Western hemlock and 
white pine dominate the canopy. Cracked and weathered bark encases ring 
upon ring of age. Perhaps two, three, five hundred seasons, each cycle adding 
another ring. Bark cracks and stretches as the rings patiently multiply in size, 
each slightly larger than the previous. Roots spread beneath, questing for 
water, uppermost branches reach further toward the sun. 

The white pines soak in precious sunlight, growing just over the shade- 
loving hemlock. The hemlock awaits the end of brother white pine, awaits 
space and the associated allotment of sunlight and rotted wood. A door- 
mat of fungus lies beneath the duff layer of forest refuse, slowly digesting 
the root mass of the trees, welcoming the space, the transition from white 
pine to hemlock. Fire scars, pits and cracks in the base of the white pine 
display survivability. 

Beneath, above, around this subtle struggle lies a smattering of life. Thick 
layerings of springy moss coat the ground, the twigs, the duff, even daring 
to grow up the trees Pacific yew twists along the ground, enjoying shade 
and the water-trapping volcanic loess entombed within the soil. Velvety 
mushrooms, purple, brown or orange poke from rotting logs. Tiny pink 
pairs of twinflower crawl along, spreading further with each season. Small 
hemlock sprouts randomly protrude from the ground, reaching and hop- 
ing for a chance at the unfiltered sunlight above. The flies view it all as a 
big mating ground. The survey sees only numbers. The surveyor feels it all, 
feels the collision of two worlds, feels the scratches on his arms, the sun- 
light on his skin, the calluses on his hands. It is only memory now, grow- 
ing soft, like the calluses, as the brain is focused elsewhere... rotating the x 
and y axes through an angle about the origin (Figure 11.29). Then any 
point in the plane has coordinates (x,y) and (X,Y) in the two... 
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Big Mountain Elders ask for Trees, Toilets and Transformation: 


Prayers and Solidarity 


Inspirations from El Salvador 


The traditional people of northeast- 
ern Arizona have resisted genocide 
and extermination for over 500 years. 
Big Mountain, Black Mesa, located in 
northeast Arizona, is one of the last 
strongholds of traditional Dine (Na- 
vajo) and Hopi culture. Since coal was 
discovered there, and Peabody Coal 
began mining, the traditional people 
have been increasingly threatened. 

As resistance to Peabody's mining 
grew, so did the US government's pres- 
sure to force relocation. The Dine 
people endured deceit, outright lies, 
theft, coercion, infiltrators, surveil- 
lance, harassment and violence. How- 
ever, there are still resisters on the 
land, many of them elders who want 
to continue the prayers, ceremonies, 
ways of life and religion of the Dine 
people. These people are warriors in 
defense of their way of life and reli- 
gion, defenders of Dine sovereignty, 
The Resistance. 

Forced Evictions Imminent — 
Starting April l, 1997 

On April 1, 1997, forced evictions 
will begin of the Dine people (The 
Resistance). The Sovereign Dine Na- 
tion-Dine Alliance are asking for the 
creation of a buffer zone of protection 
that will insure their safety and well 
being. 


How You Can Help: 

The Sovereign Dine Nation wel- 
comes support from all those who 
reject the Accommodation Agreement 
and the desecration of all beings sa- 
cred. There is much you can do even if 
you can't come to Arizona. The Sover- 
eign Dine Nation needs specific sup- 
plies and items, as well as skills. Among 
the supplies needed are money, food, 
warm clothing (especially thermal un- 
derwear), feed for livestock, video cam- 
eras (especially Hi-8) and tapes, still 
cameras and film, batteries, UHF or 
VHF two-way radios, scanners, CB ra- 
dios and satellite or radio phones. 
Help is also needed with media and 
outreach. There is a need for sheep 
herders as soon as possible (experi- 
ence preferred, but not required). 

If you can come to Big Mountain to 
help defend this sacred land, please 
call first! Everyone who comes MUST 
be self-sufficient. That means having 
your own food and shelter. 

Above all, the Dine ask for your 
prayers. 

For more information contact the 
Sovereign Dine Nation-Dine Alliance, 
POB 2889, Window Rock, AZ 86515; 
phone/fax (505) 371-5551; e-mail: 
dineh@primenet.com; http://www. 
priment.com/-dineh/index.html. 


Does the idea of watching another 
documentary about global problems 
make you want to rent a movie? Wait! 
This documentary is different! Trees, 
Toilets and Transformation: Inspirations 
from El Salvador is a half hour upbeat 
documentary that looks at solutions, 
not just problems. It is a hopeful pro- 
gram that will make you laugh, while 
still addressing one of the most seri- 
ous environmental predicaments on 
the planet. 

The program follows Lorenzo, a "regu- 
lar guy," as he is thrown from the world 
of waste management in Canada into 
the world of appropriate technology in 
El Salvador. He visits the Salvadoran 
Centre for Appropriate Technology 
(CESTA), where they show him how 
they are changing things by promoting 
ideas, from composting toilets and solar 
ovens to reforestation and pedal power. 
Trees, Toilets and Transformation encour- 
ages us to view environmental prob- 
lems in the South within the context of 
global social and economic issues. It 

FORESTS ARE NOT FOR LOGGING 
bumper stickers - white on green 
send $2 per sticker to: 

Corroding Conformity Stickers 

2938 E Walnut #8 

Port Angeles, WA 98362 


also reminds us that a global problem 
requires a global solution. 

Trees, Toilets and Transformation is an 
excellent resource tool that can be used 
to encourage discussions about environ- 
mental solutions, sustainable develop- 
ment, global connections, communities, 
and appropriate technology. It is ideal 
for presentations in public forums, col- 
leges and universities, as well as in school 
classrooms, grades 6-12. 

Trees, Toilets and Transformation is 
available for $47.80 (all inclusive) from 
The GAIA Proj ect. Please send cheque or 
money order to The GAIA Project, 406 
Vancouver Street, Victoria BC, Canada 
V8V 3T5; phone/fax: (604) 384-1534; 
e-mail: vwave@islandnet.com. 

If you would like additional informa- 
tion about The GAIA Project and their 
other educational videos, just ask! 

H VGLES^O x 

inks compatible, 

the environment, 

> • All ages • Since 1984 

3X 444-E F 
) ALE, MA 01242 

or (413)445-6309 



debut CD on Tim/Kerr Records 


a tribal-industrial assault on the music of the world 
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Serious earth activists & artists encouraged. 

Off CA HWY 18, Amtrak & bus to San Bernardino, 
freight to Colton Yard, air to Ontario CA. 
Heated dorm-style housing or camp out. 

Be prepared for winter. $20 to cover costs. 
Read Feb. 97 EF1 Journal for details. 

818/5693592, 909/3363853, mojaveefStenvirolirik.org 
1997 AA.C, POB 3223, Running Springs CA 92382 

i EL MOVIMIENTO NO HA TERMINADO l 


Benefit Tour for Judi Bari 

with The Citizen's Band, Casey 

Neill & Timothy Hull 

(all Oregon Shows also feature Jim Page ) 

This six-night tour will be presenting a very special 
evening of music in support of our fellow activist and 
musician Judi Bari. The show is a celebratory inspira- 
tional anarcoustic hootenanny where musicians will 
be jamming together in various combinations. We 
are putting out an urgent call asking everyone in 
progressive communities throughout the Northwest 
to come together in the spirit of unity, survival and 
mutual aid. Judi's struggles have crossed political 
divisions to include labor organizing, women's issues 
and radical environmentalism. We are working to 
foster as much support as possible for Judi's ongoing 
struggle through music. Please join us. Anyone seek- 
ing more information can contact the Old Roads 
Conspiracy at (360) 705-3271. 

JANUARY ROADSHOW DATES: 

21 Bellingham, WA Allied Arts Center 
(with special guest Dana Lyons) 

22 Seattle, WA University Baptist Church 

(with special guest Joanne Rand) 

23 Olympia, WA Capitol Playhouse 

(with Joanne Rand) 

24 Portland, OR Modish Building (4th floor) 

25 Corvallis, OR Oddfellows Hall 

26 Eugene, OR WOW Hall 


The Earth Day Every Day 
Radio Project 


The Earth Day Every Day Radio Station Project, 
which will establish an environmentally focused 
radio station in a metropolitan area of the US is 
underway. The initial stage of the project will raise 
sufficient funds to make a sizable down payment on 
an existing radio station and to staff the station with 
qualified, enthusiastic, ecologically minded indi- 
viduals. Financial contributions are 501 (c)3 tax de- 
ductible. For more information contactTraci Hickson 
or Dennis Hendricks/Project Coordinators, Earth 
Day Every Day Radio Station Project, POB 130, Bar 
Harbor, ME 04609 (207) 288-5061. 


PLANT TREES 
COUNTERACT INDUSTRIAL 
DISEASE 

T- SHIRT W/ GREEN TREES, BLACK 
PRINT ON WHITE SHIRT. XL, L. U.S.A. 

$ 1 5 POST PAID. BUMPER STICKER $2 
EVERYONE CAN SPREAD 
PUBLIC AWARENESS 
USE TREE FREE PAPER 
Pro-Eco P.O.BOX 31 982, Chicago, IL60631 


Foundation For A New Consciousness: Transform 
yourself through literature, art, music. $10. 
Free brochure. 

Westgate House, 56 Westgate, 

San Francisco, CA 94127-2738 


The Pacific 
Southwest Experience 

Habitat Conservation Plans & 
Incidental Take Permits 
Strategy Seminar & Field Study 

February 14-17 

A 4-day intensive ESA strategy seminar and field 
study for conservation leaders and grassroots activ- 
ists at Camp Arrowbear in the San Bernardino Na- 
tional Forest in southern California. 

This 4-day ESA intensive will be held in a safe, 
informal setting that will stimulate creative think- 
ing for participants through 2-hour workshops and 
eight controversial HCP topics that will set the 
foundation of our conclusions and the future course 
of implementing defense strategies. 

For more information contact the National 
Endangered Species Network at 915 L St., C-#347, 
Sacramento, CA 95814; (909) 422-1637. 


Laurentian Shield 

Nonvioijsnt Disarmament 
ok the NueijiAH Navy 
in Wisconsin 

O Donna A Tom Howard- Hastings 
Cl Kary Love 
n Katya KomlsaruK 
artwork by Pam Johnson 
A Franc ene Hart 
photos by Will Fantle 

A FT. Frank Cordaro 
The story of an act of direct disarmament 
on Earth Day, 1996, at Project ELF. 

36 pages. S3 ppd 

Poetry, narrative, trial analysis 

Available from : 

Laurentian Shield Resources 
12833E STH 13* Maple WI 54854 
715/364-8533 OR: 

Stop Project ELF * 740 Round Lake Rd 
Luck Wl 54853*7 1 5/472-872 1 


Art Auction for 
the Lubicon Cree 

Diashowa has launched a $5 million lawsuit against 
Friends of the Lubicon (FoL), a small grassroots 
activist group fighting for the rights of the Lubicon 
Nation in northern Alberta. 

To raise legal costs FoL will be conducting an Art 
Auction and they need your talent! The proceeds will 
be used to fight for justice for the Lubicon Cree 
against the greed of a multi-national corporation 
currently exploiting the natural resources of unceded 
Lubicon land. 

The theme of the auction is "power" and can be 
interpreted in any way you choose. Power and the 
abuse of it have been an integral part of the history 
of the Lubicon as well as FoL. As with the lawsuit, 
corporations can use the power that money gives 
them to attempt to crush opposition, but we can also 
use our power, as FoL did when we mounted the 
successful boycott of Diashowa. 

The auction is scheduled for the spring, but if you 
are interested, we'd like to hear from you as soon as 
possible. The art will be displayed for a month before 
the auction (location to be announced at a later 
time). 

FoL will gratefully accept any work fully donated. 
However, they understand the financial situation of 
some artists, so they are willing to show art under an 
arrangement where an agreed upon percentage of 
the selling price of your work will be returned to you. 

Please contact the Friends of the Lubicon today! 
Friends of the Lubicon, 485 Ridelle Ave., Toronto, 
Ontario M6B 1K6; (416) 763-7500. 

Itfrench in the New Year with the new] 

Earth First! 1997 CALENDAR 

New Anniversaries! • New Photos! 

(order on page 331 S8 



MULTI-PURE DRINKING WATER FILTER SYSTEMS 

(After all, your body is 2/3 water) 


Solid carbon block 
filters to 1/2 micron. 

Stainless steel construction 

NSF certified to effectively 
remove over 70 contaminants, 
including, lead, chlorine, giardia, 
Cryptosporidium, asbestos, 
volatile organic compounds, 
pesticides, and trihalomethanes. 



26 years of Independent Lab Tests 

30 Day Money Back Guarantee 

25 Year Warranty 

Free Financing 

Lowest initial cost, and 
lowest ongoing cost for its quality 


Suzanne Pardee 

(No Compromise Environmental Activist Since 1983) 

(206) 545-3734 POB 60271 Seattle, WA 98160 

$25 OFF $25 OFF COUPON $25 OFF $25 OFF 



fli® monthly magazine 
©f the tfeiiiif# 
youth envlroxmaxital 
movement 


Provides up-to-date news & in-depth discussion from 
the environmental & social justice movements. 
Regular features include: 

• Analysis on environmental issues, strategies, & tactics; 
• Organizing advice, resources, and contacts; 

• The latest on student activism. 


Subscriptions are $20/ycar. For information, contact: 
SUAC • P.O. Box 1168 • Chapel Hill, NO 27514 1 168 
919 967-4600 • 800 700-SKAC • seac@igc.apc.org 
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We, who can still hear the jaguar scream, 

We dream of a day when all things wild will again be free. 
We long for a time when every species will be loved 
and honored equally. 

It is a dream we may never see fulfilled. 

But in answer to our own wild hearts, 

It is a dream we will fight for 
until the day we die. 

-Anon. 




South Fork Salmon River 

I cannot speak for the river 
But 1 am human, so I will try: 
Ghastly cold unforgiving churn 
and spit, spray, jump 
from rocks high, high 
above 

your stinking mines 

I come thrashing down 
colliding many times 
with rocks 

Secesh, Lick Creek, East Fork 
I come thrashing down 
I have flushed you out before 
I will flush you out again 


Darryl Echt 

* 


clear as cut gla&& & fast ox dangerous 






“Wet braid” is an indian term referring to after you’ve come from the sweat lodge. I can still remember my 
grandfather with wet braid, and the scents of the burning wood heating the stones that would turn water 
sprinkled from a buffalo tail and pieces of flat cedar into a hot mist... like the beginning of the world, when all 
was hot, wet, dark... and new. 

My first night “up the hill", my first night of fast and vision quest before Sundance at Pine ridge Rez SD it 
stormed. As I stood with my blanket of Comanche colors, red, blue, yellow, wrapped around me, I gripped the 
pipe inside near my chest tightly. The storm grew louder, grew stronger, lightning and thunder bounding 
across the hills. Standing in my sacred circle I only wished to be strong, to be brave... not to be safe, but 
brave. 

My uncle’s hand was steady as he handed me the warbonnet, but mine trembled upon receiving it... it 
seemed so heavy, heavy with coup, and desire, and tears of sweat, from prairie dust and summer suns and 
cries of challenge and reply. The eighty-four golden eagle feathers were old, yellowed, notched from many 
decades. The leather stops and thread holding the bonnet together were dark with sweat, but still held the 
strong magic of the bonnet holder’s hands. 

After standing all night, each night, I would face the east, watching for the first soft ribbon of sunrise, 
straining through the darkness to see the promise of warmth to come. My robe will dry in the sun, the feathers 
on my staff will once again sway in the sunny morning, as it replaces the cold and chill... and dream and 
vision of the night before. 

Heavy mist rises from the cedar stand, where I know the small spring holds her treasure, that my 
brothers and sisters share. . . little brother coyote, big brother wolf. A very small, delicate spring. The day 
before I was praying and picking fresh sage, waiting for my rock medicine to come to me. My braids swung as 
I knelt down to cut each piece, selecting the tall, proud ones. My brown skin shone from sun’s kiss. I walked 
over and filled my palm with the cool, shining water, brought it to my lips. 

I never thought about loving mother earth, or trees or grass or vistas or wildness. . anymore than I ever 
thought of loving my birth mother, my sisters and brothers, my eyes or my heart. When I paint my face, I paint 
the earth. When I braid my hair, I plait the prairie grasses, when I sing my songs, the hawk and eagle sing. 

She comforts me, wamis me, caresses me, shields me, rejoices me. As I do her. She nurtures me, she 
smiles at my courage, consoles my tears. Some times she paints me in vibrant colors, some times white and 
cold, and some times black with grief or rage... but always she whispers in my heart, moves my hand, shines 
my hair that in one vision I see entwined with hers, never to part. ^ 




Roy Blackhorse 

(Quohada Comanche) 


bew\d/ poemy to-: 

Warrior Poety Society 
ASUC boys 361 
Berkeley, CA 94720 A 5 10 


Earth First! Trinkets and Snake Oil 

BOOKS 

Send for a FREE copy of our 

COMPLETE MERCHANDISE CATLOG. 1 

BUMPER- 


Anarchist Farm 

By Jane Doe. Fiction, 192 pages— $10 

The Big Outside 
A Descriptive Inventory of the Big 
Wilderness areas of the United States 

By Dave Foreman & Howie Wolke. Maps, list of areas 
by size and state, 490 pages — $17 

Desert Solitaire 

A Season in the Wilderness 

By Edward Abbey. Nonfiction, 295 pages— $6 

Earth First! Songbook 

77 songs/33 artists/guitar chords/info— $10 

ECODEFENSE: 

A Field Guide to Monkeywrenching 

By Dave Foreman and Bill Haywood. Extensively revised, 
expanded third edition. Ned Ludd Books, 350 pages — $18 

The End of Nature 

By Bill McKibben. 226 pages — $12 

Ecological Resistance Movements: 
The Global Emergence of Radical and 
Popular Environmentalism 

Edited by Bron Taylor. 422 pages — $20 

Green Rage 

Radical Environmentalism and the 
Unmaking of Civilization 

By Christopher Manes. Index, bibliography and foot- 
notes. 291 pages— $15 

Grizzly Years 

In Search of the American Wilderness 

By Doug Peacock. Photos, trade paperback, 375 pages — $13 

The Monkeywrench Gang 

By Edward Abbey. Fiction, 387 pages — $7 

Refuge 

An Unnatural History of Family and Place 

By Terry Tempest Williams. Bird species list, 304 pages — $12 

A Sand County Almanac 
with Essays on Conservation 
from Round River 

By Aldo Leopold. Special edition, 295 pages — $10 

Think Like a Mountain 

Towards a Council of All Beings 

By John Seed, Joanna Macy, Pat Fleming, Arne Naess. 
Illustrated by Dailan Pugh. 128 pages — $10 

Waste of the West 

Public Lands Ranching 

By Lynn Jacobs. Contact list, statistics, 500-item bibliog- 
raphy, over 1,000 illustrations (photos, cartoons, graph- 
ics, charts, maps). Large paperback, 602 pages — $28 

Wilderness on the Rocks 

By Howie Wolke. Ned Ludd Books, 240 pages — $15 


JEWELRY STICKERS 


All b u tnpers tickers $1.00 
unless otherwise indicated 

•AMERICAN WILDERNESS: 

LOVE IT OR LEAVE IT ALONE 
•ANOTHER MORMON ON DRUGS 
•“ANTI-GRAZING ASSORTMENT” 

(on nqn=r emoveable paper @ _j£3Atoz) 

^Copu late don’t popu late-^ 

•DARWIN (words inside fish w/ legs) 

•DEVELOPERS GO BUILD IN HELL 
•DON’T LIKE ENVIRONMENTALISTS? 

PUT THEM OUT OF WORK 
•DREAM BACK THE BISON, SING BACK THE SWAN 


Inch-long, highly detailed silver monkeywrenches 
made by a movement artist who melts down 
silverware she liberates from the CEOs of multi- 
national corporations. Very stylish. 

• Dangle earring — $12 each 

• Post earring — $10 each 

• Lapel pin/tie tack — $10 

• Pendant on silver chain — $15 

T-SHIRTS 

(All t-shirts are 100% cotton and available in medium, , FARTH first! 

large and extra large. For XXL add an additional $3.) ^ •fnq C ORPORATE DOMIN ANCE 

Arm 'n' Wrench ^haydukeuvesi 

.I’D RATHER BE MONKEYWRENCHING 

•NEW* Multi-color on Yellow/Gold — $15 

Earth First! Fist 

Green on Unbleached — $12 
Black on Kelly Green or Red — $12 
Multi-color on Forest Green — $15 
Multi-color on Black — $15 
•NEW* Green with White on Black 

Earth First! Tools 

Black on Unbleached — $12 

No Fucking Compromise 

White on Black — $12 

Eagle 

•NEW- Black on Unbleached— $12 

A Higher Law: 

Unbroken Wilderness Forever 

Multi-color on Unbleached — $12 

Visualize Direct Action 

Black and White on Unbleached— 


-$12 


$ 12 \ 


•IF YOUR PECKER WAS AS SMALL AS MINE, 
YOU’D NEED A MUSCLE WAGON, TOO 
(on non-removeable paper @ .50 ea) 

NEW! *I’M POLLUTING THE PLANET! 

•LOVE YOUR MOTHER, DON’T BECOME A FATHER 
•LOVE YOUR MOTHER, DON’T BECOME ONE 
•NATIVE (w/ blue and green earth graphic) 

•NATURE BATS LAST 

•NOT POLITICALLY CORRECT 

NEW! ‘MONKEYWRENCH THE MILLENNIUM > 
^FaYy15UR“RENT, WORK FOR TH^EARTH 
•QUESTION TECHNOLOGY 
•REAL MEN DON’T SHOOT WOLVES 
•REAL MEN GET VASECTOMIES 
•RESIST MUCH, OBEY LITTLE 
•SAVE THE DAMMED SALMON 
•SAVE THE WILD 
•STOP CLEARCUTTING 
•STOP CLEARCUTTING 
(on non-removeable paper @ .50 ea) 

•STOP PUBLIC LANDS RANCHING 
•STOP THE FOREST SERVICE, 

SAVE OUR WILD COUNTRY 
•SUBVERT THE DOMINANT PARADIGM 
•THANK YOU FOR NOT BREEDING 
MINK-GLOB ALLY. ACT LOCALLY 

-APSE- 


rRIAL COLLAPSE 


More EF! Paraphenalia 


Fist Caps 

Block harmful UV radiation 
and look damn cool doing it! 
Collect all four! 

(100% cotton, adjustable) 
Tan — $12 
Desert Camo — $12 
Brown Forest Camo— $12 
Green Forest Camo — $12 


Fist Patch 

Quality 3-inch patches for your 
daypack, jacket or your butt! 
Earth First! Fist— $3 

Rubber Stamps 

Sturdy wood-block stamps 
made from unfinished scrap. 
Earth First! Fist— $5 
Earth First! Tools— $5 


Silent Agitators 

Little 1.5-inch stickers good for 
your bike or your bulldozer. 
Earth First! Fist—30/$2 
Earth First! Tools— 30/$2 
No Deal, Assholes — 30/$2 

Window Stickers 

3-inch stickers for high visability 

EF! Fist-4/$l • Anti-Grazing-8/$l 


EF! Merchandise Order Form 

Description 


Quantity 



Clip and send to: EF! Merchandise, 
POB 1415, Eugene, OR 97440 USA 
Color Size Price 
































TOTAL 

NAME STREET 



CITY 


STATE 


ZIP 


COUNTRY. 


foreign orders 
add 15% 


Allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. Call us at ( 541 ) 741-9191 if you haven 't received your order. Please use this form for ordering. Thanks! 
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Un-natural Menstruation !! 


Toxic Shock Artificial Fragrances 

Dioxins Millions of Tons of Garbage 

* c»um 

Just some of the "benefits" offered to Women by the trans-national 
makers of Disposable pads. There are health and planet Positive 
alternatives; Many Moons is proud to offer Women: 

I ~~ • 100 % Cotton UUashable Menstrual Pads/Panty Liners 

/ e The ‘Keeper* Natural Gum Rubber Menstrual Cup 
Vashable Pad • Non-chlorine bleached single use products 


Washable Pad 
with "wings" 


Free brochure - Call Toll-Free 1-800-916-4444 (24hr/day) 


Many Moons 

Box 59, 15- 1594 Fairfield Rd 

Victoria, BC, Canada, V8S 1G0 (we ship worldwide) 


Menstrual Cup 


HUMANURE 

HANDBOOK 4 guide to composting human manure 

198 pages, perfectbound, indexed, illus. 

“An eco-luddite, anarchists potty training manual. ” (Earth First! Journal) 

“Finally we have a comprehensive book on recycling human excrement without 
chemicals, high technology, or pollution. Well written, practical, and thoroughly 

researched. . . “ (Whole Earth Review) 

This book answers every question anyone could have about 
managing a compost toilet and compost pile. ” (waterworks) 

Jenkins provides a convincing case that human waste can and 
should be a safe composting material. " (Mother Earth News) 

. - almost certain to become a classic in its field. This 
book should be required reading ...” (Countryside Journal) 

. .outrageous humor and brilliant, diligent research. This Is 
one book that could save the world!” (Perma culture Drylands Journal) 

$23.00 postpaid JENKINS PUBLISHING 
PO BOX 607, GROVE CITY, PA 16127 
800-689-3233 (2copies = $38 ppd) 


Keepers of the Water 


A FILM ABOUT THE WISCONSIN STRUGGLE TO STOP EXXON MINING 

The Wolf River of Wisconsin is one of the last pristine waters in the Midwest. 
The headwaters of the Wolf lie in the springs, marshes, and 
wetlands of Forest County, Wisconsin, 

the homeland of the — "ta '■ , -JL ' ; , -;p ** 

Sokaogon Chippewa Tribe. ****- **** 

The waters that flow through the 
Chippewa's wild rice lake and into the 

Wolf River are now threatened by Exxon & Rio Algom ^"~ '" Jm 
corporations' proposed metallic sulfide mine at the headwaters of 
the Wolf River. This film documents the largest, broadest, multiracial ecological 
alliance ever formed over a single issue in Wisconsin history. (38min, 44sec) 


TO ORDER Write to the "Mining Center", 210 Avon Street #4, 
La Crosse, Wisconsin 54603. Rental: VHS, $15, plus $6 postage. 
Purchase: $45. Checks payable to "Mining Center". (608) 784-4399. 


BE PREPARED ! Be set for the Earth First! Wolf River Round River 
Rendezvous, to be held next summer in the Wisconsin North Woods. 
To aid in RRRendezvous preparations, contact Midwest Headwaters 
Earth First!, 731 State St, Four Lakes Madison, Wisconsin 53703. 

:r .. ’ * ill 

Wisconsin Forever, Exxon Never! 


v 

* - r ' ' ~ 



Bring Earth Consciousness 
To Your Daily Life 

Enjoy the Excitement of Planetary Healing 

_ • Sacred Earth Essences • Newsletter, The Sacred Union • Crystal 

Grid Sets • Books, CDS, Tapes, and Videos • Children s Books 
and Videos • Sage Smudge Sticks • And Much Mori' 

Our mission is to provide optimal products and information 
I to assist humanity, in cooperation with Earth and all her 
| kingdoms, in the eo-ereation of Heaven on Earth. 

Ivr more injormation or free catalog, write or call us: 

STANDING ROCK DISTRIBUTORS LIMITED 
I’O. Box 524 Dept. 104 Burtonsvillc, Maryland 208(>(>-()(>24 
Rhone: 1 -800-447-0 Ki2 


Quarterly publication of The Sacred Union subscription SIB, sample copy $4.50. 



The Caretaker Gazette is a unique 
newsletter containing job openings, 
advice & information for property 
caretakers, housesitters & landowners 
Published since 1983, each issue has 
80+ property caretaking job oppor- 
tunities, worldwide.Property caretak- 
ers enjoy rent-free living in desirable 
locations.Only$ 15/half yr, or$24/ yr. 

- #1 Source for 


TAKE HEART! 


A magazine from urban refugees who 
haven't left civilization. 

Not your standard compost. 

OPINION • FICTION • POETRY 


One of the " Best New Magazines 
of 1995." -Library Journal 


PROGRESSIVE POLITICS 
ECOLOGICAL PROTECTION 
SOCIAL ACTIVISM 

1 yr. sub. (6 issues), $22; Sample, $4.00 


[ COUNTRY CONNECTIONS 


Sooklng ThQ Good Uto-For Tho Common Good 


P.0. Box 6748, Dept EF; Pine Mountain, CA 93222-6748 
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Earth First! Directory 


ALASKA 

Michael A. Lewis 

POB 80073, Fairbanks, AK 99708 

Mike or Billie 

POB 6197, Sitka, AK 99835 

EF! Anchorage 

11240 Latta Cr., Anchorage, AK 99516 

ARIZONA 

Phoenix EF! 

POB 8795, Phoenix, AZ 85066 
Arizona Wildlands Museum 
POB 24988, Tempe, AZ 85285 
Tucson EF! AZEF! Newsletter 
POB 3412, Tucson, AZ 85722 
Bradshaw EF! 

220 Grove, Prescott, AZ 86301 
CALIFORNIA 
Northcoast EF! 

POB 4796, Areata, CA 95518 
(707) 825-8911 
Redwood Action Team 
Darryl Cherney 

POB 34, Garberville, Ecotopia 95542 
(707) 923-DEMO 
Sonoma County EF! 

POB 7544, Santa Rosa, CA 95407 
(707) 523-1229 
Bay Area EF! 

POB 83, Canyon, CA 94516 

Bay Area EF! Hotline (510) 848-8724 

Wiley Coyote 

POB 74283, Davis, CA 95617 
Davis EF!/FOW-Cascadia 
POB 73063, Davis, CA 95617 
(916) 753-1678 
Santa Cruz EF! 

POB 344, Santa Cruz, CA 95061 
(408) 425-3205 
Orange County EF! 

POB 4960-593, Irvine, CA 92616-4960 
Auto Free Orange County 
POB 338, Laguna Beach, CA 92651 
Los Angeles EF! 

POB 4381, N. Hollywood, CA 91617 
(818) 569-5592 

Alluvial EF! 

POB 77027, #102, Pasadena, CA 91 107 
(909) 422-1637 
Mojave EF! 

POB 842, Barstow, CA 92312-0842 
(619) 961-8489 
mojaveef@envirolink.org 
Baja Ecotopia EF! 

POB 33663, San Diego, CA 92163 

COLORADO 

Walkabout 

POB 1166, Boulder, CO 80306 
(303) 938-1677, mjl@nilenet.com 
San Juan EF! 

POB 3204, Durango, CO 81302 
Wilderness Defense! 

POB 460101, Aurora, CO 80046-0101 

aq328@freenet.uchsc.edu 

Art Goodtimes 

POB 1008, Telluride, CO 81435 
Tim Haugen 
The Wild Ranch Review 
POB 81, Gulnare, CO 81042 
Gunnison Basin EF! 

POB 592, Crested Butte, CO 81224 
Roaring Fork EF! 

Ill Polo, Glenwood Springs, CO 81601 

FLORIDA 

Big Bend EF! 

POB 20582, Tallahassee, FL 32316 
(904) 421-1559 
Alachua EF! 

3108 SE 16th Ten, Gainesville, FL 32641 
(352) 375-1454 

HAWAII 

Hawaii EF! Hui 

94-521 Kupuna Loop, Waipahu, HI 96797 

IDAHO 

Northern Rockies Preservation 
POB 625, Boise, ID 83701 
(208) 345-8077 
Cove/Mallard Coalition 
POB 8968, Moscow, ID 83843 
(208) 882-9755, fax 883-0727 
cove @moscow.com 
ILLINOIS 
Chicago EF! 

POB 6424, Evanston, IL 60204 
Red Buffalo EF! 

POB 185, Normal, IL 61761 
Shawnee EF! 

913 S. Illinois, Carbondale, IL 62901 
(618) 549-7387 

IOWA 

Tallgrass Prarie EF! 

POB 1503, Iowa City, IA 52244 
jjquig@blue.uiowa.edu 

MAINE 

Maine EF! 

POB 183, Harmony, ME 04942 
Wassumkeag EF! 

POB 869, Searsport, ME 04974 


MARYLAND 

Anacostia-Rock Creek EF! 

POB 5625, Takoma Park, MD 20913 
(301) 270-0857 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Mass EF! 

POB 708, Littleton, MA 01460-2708 
Martha's Vineyard EF! 

RR 1, Box 381A 

Martha's Vinyard, MA 02568 

Mass Direct Action 

POB 484 Somerset, MA 02726 

MINNESOTA 

Big Woods EF! 

c/o Arise Bookstore 

2441 Lyndale South, Mnpls, MN 55405 

(612) 871-7110, paarise@intn.org 

MISSOURI 

Ray O McCall 

Rt. 1, Box 89 

Mountain Grove, MO 65711 

Pink Planarians 

POB 7653, Columbia, MO 65205-7653 

(573) 443-6832 

7474 7.2052@compuserve.com 

Chinquapin Resistance 

POB 63232, St. Louis, MO 63163 

(314) 772-6463 

MONTANA 

Northern Rockies Biodiversity Project 
POB 4431, Whitefish, MT 59937 
(406) 862-4945 
Wild Rockies EF! 

POB 9286, Missoula, MT 59807 
(406) 728-5733 (message #) 
Yellowstone EF! 

POB 6151, Bozeman, MT 59715 
(406) 585-9211 
NEBRASKA 

Environmental Resource Center 
370 Bordeaux Rd., Chadron, NE 69337 
(308) 432-3458 
NEW HAMPSHIRE 
New Hampshire EF! 

POB 4101, Portsmouth, NH 03802 
NEW IERSEY 

PAW Pinelands/Kittatiny Project 

POB 506, Bloomfield, NJ 07003 
(201) 748-4322 

Green Vigilance 

46 E. Monroe, Mt. Holly, NJ 08060 

(609) 265-0392 

NEW MEXICO 

Land of Disenchantment EF! 

POB 72295, Albuquerque, NM 87195 

New Mexico Direct Action 

POB 22488, Santa Fe, NM 87502-2488 

(505) 986-8435 

NEW YORK 

Wetlands Preserve 

James Hansen 

161 Hudson St., NY, NY 10013 
(212) 966-5244, fax 925-8715 
Foghorn 

POB 889, Westhampton Beach, NY 11978 
(516) 288-2688 

NORTH CAROLINA 

Katuah EF! c/o Paloma 
25 Norwood Ave., Asheville, NC 28804 

OHIO 

Cleveland EF! 

17305 Grovewood Ave. 

Cleveland, OH 44119 
(216) 383-9985 
Ohio Valley EF! 

POB 17, Univ. of Cincinnati 
Cincinnati, OH 45221-1001 
(513) 281-6892 
Oberlin Earth First! 

Wilder Box 76, Oberlin, OH 44074 
Hock-Hocking Watershed EF! 

8 N. Court St. # 307, Athens, OH 45701 
(614) 594-6400 
Piankasha EF! 

7992 Hopper Rd., Cincinatti, OH 45255 

OREGON 
Blue Heron EF! 

Reed Coll. SAO, Portland, OR 97202 
(503) 771-1112x7875 
Southern Willamette EF! 

POB 10384, Eugene, OR 97440 
(541) 343-7305, swef@efn.org 
Kangaroo EF! 

POB 332, Williams, OR 97544 
Kalmiopsis EF! 

POB 2093, Cave Junction, OR 97523 
(541) 592-3386 
Cascadia Rising! 

POB 9554, Bend, OR 97708 
Blue Mtns. Biodiversity Project 
HCR 82, Fossil, OR 97830 
PENNSYLVANIA 
Allegheny EF! 

POB 81011, Pittsburg, PA 15217 

Antoinette Dwinga 

842 Library Ave., Carnegie, PA 15106 


Scott Thiele 

RD 4, 237-A Elk Ln., Montrose, PA 18801 
Allegheny Defense Project 
POB 245, Clarion, PA 16214 
(814) 226-4918, adp@envirolink.org 
Endless Mountain EF! 

119 S. Liberty St., Orwigsburg, PA 17961 

TENNESSEE 

Katuah EF! 

Tennessee Valley Faction 
POB 281, Chattanooga, TN 37401 
(423) 624-3939 

Katuah EF! 

1414 Highland Ave., Knoxville, TN 37916 
(423) 524-6084 

TEXAS 
EF! Austin 

POB 7292, U. Stn., Austin, TX 78713 
(512) 320-0413, entropy@eden.com 
Corpus Christi EF! 

4114 Claudia, Corpus Christi, TX 78418 
(512) 937-6019 
East Texas EF! 

Rt. 1, Box 2120, Point Blank, TX 77364 

UTAH 

Autonomy House 

POB 11015, SLC, UT 84147 

Wild Wasatch Front 

847 W 700 S, Brigham City, UT 84302 

VERMONT 

Biodiversity Liberation Front 
POB 804, Burlington, VT 05402 

VIRGINIA 

Virginia EF! 

Rt. 1, Box 250, Staunton, VA 22401 

(540) 885-6983 

Massive Retaliation 

2129 General Booth Blvd. #253 

Virginia Beach, VA 23454-5872 

Sherman 

POB 13192, Roanoke, VA 24031-3192 

WASHINGTON 

Jeanette Russell 

Bellingham, WA (360) 647-1680 

Seattle EF! 

POB 12124, Seattle, WA 98102 
ph/fax (206) 329-3432, can@scn.org 
Olympia EF! 

POB 12391, Olympia, WA 98508 

WEST VIRGINIA 

Central Appalachian Biodiversity Project 

Rt. 3, Box 390, Hedgesville, WV 25427 

(304) 754-9161 

WISCONSIN 

Midwest Headwaters Action 
Midwest Headwaters Journal 
731 State St., Madison, WI 5371 1 
(608) 255-8765 or 259-9245 
The Old Man 

235 Travis, Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495 

(715) 423-5636 

North Forests EF! 

c/o Grassroots Collective 

748 Algoma Blvd., Oshkosh, WI 54901 

(414) 424-0265 

PurplEarth 

POB 645, Portage, WI 53901 
(608) 742-5415 


Send address changes to: 

EF!J, POB H15 
Eugene, OR 97440 


Jailed Activists 

Rod Coronado 
03895-000, FCI Unit SW 
8901 S. Wilmot Rd. 
Tucson, AZ 85706 USA 

North American ALF 
Support Group 
Box 69597, 5845 Yonge. St. 
Willowdale, Ontario 
M2M 4K3 Canada 

National Activist Network 
POB 19515 
Sacramento, CA 95819 USA 
(916) 452-7179 


Fund for Wild Nature 

A non-profit, tax-exempt foundation 
which funds research, education and 
literature projects. Funding proposals 
and donations can be sent to: 

Fund for Wild Nature 
POB 1657, Corvallis, OR 97339 
(541) 757-1780 


EF! Projects 
6 Campaigns 


The Boycott Quarterly 

POB 30727, Seattle, WA 98103 

Cascadia Fire Ecology 

Education Project 

POB 3563, Eugene, OR 97403 

Coast Watch 

POB 1811, Rockland, ME 04841 

Cold Mountain, 

Cold Rivers Video Project 
POB 7941, Missoula, MT 59807 
(406) 728-0867 
Direct Action Fund 
POB 210, Canyon, CA 94516 
(510) 376-7329, fax 631-7958 
Earth Liberation Prisoners 
POB 23, 5 High St., Glastonbury, 
Somerset, England BA6 9PU 
(01458) 831545 


End Corporate Dominance 

c/o Austin EF! 

POB 7292, Austin, TX 78713 
(512) 320-0413, entropy@eden.com 
Ranching Task Force 
POB 5784, Tucson, AZ 85703 
(520) 791-2913 

Sea Defense Alliance (SeDnA) 
POB 67121, Scotts Valley, CA 95067 
Video Warriors/Wise Use Watch 
POB 2182 , Berkeley, CA 94702 v 
Warrior Poets Society 
ASUC Box 361 
Berkeley, CA 94720-4510 
0 Xtract from Public Lands 
EF!J, POB 1415, Eugene, OR 97440 
fax (541) 741-9192 
earthfirst@igc.apc.org 


Internationa] EF! Directoiy 


AUSTRALIA 

Rainforest Information Centre 

POB 368, Lismore, NSW 2480 
(066) 21-85-05 

CANADA 

Coast Mountains EF! 

1472 Commercial Drive, Box 128 

Vancouver, BC V5L 3X9 

(604) 708-9660 

EF! Prince George 

Box 1762, Prince George, BC V2L 4V7 

Boreal Owl 

Box 1053, Kamloops, BC V2C 6H2 
VALLEYWATCH! 

Group 8, Box 8, RR1 

Winlaw, BC V0G 2V0 

EF! Manitoba 

15-222 Osborne St. South 

Winnipeg, Manitoba R3L 1Z3 

(204) 453-9052 

EF! Toronto 

POB 70, 1576 Queen St. West 
Toronto, Ontario M6R 1A6 
(416) 698-6343 
EF! Ottawa 
Box 4612 Station E 
Ottawa, Ontario K1S 5H8 
Autonomous Green Action 
POB 4721, Station E 
Ottawa, Ontario K1S 5H9 
EF! Montreal 
Diffusion Noire 
c/o Librairie Alternative 
2035 St. Laurent, 2 e etage 
Montreal, PQ H2X 2T3 
EIRE 

An Talamh Glas 

c/o Anne 

Abbey St., Ballinrobe 
County Mayo 

ENGLAND 

[Over 50 local EF! groups exist in 
England; for a list, contact the 
EF! Action Update, POB 9656, 
London N4 4JY; (0171) 561-9146; 
actionupdate@gn.apc.org] 

Oxford EF! 

Box E, 111 Magdalen Rd., 

Oxford, OX4 IRQ, (01865) 791391 
South Downs EF!, 

Dead Trees EF! and Do or Die 

6 Tilbury Place, Brighton BN2 2GY 

savage@easynet.co.uk 

http://www.hrc.wmin.ac.uk/ 

campaigns/earthfirst.html 

FRANCE 

Resistance verte 

Editions ARS, BP 890 

44022 Nantes Cedex 01 

EF! France 

BP 631, 53006 Laval Cedex 


GERMANY 
EF! Germany 

c/o Avalon, Friedrich-Ebert Str. 24 
45127 Essen 

INDIA 

Anand Skaria 

PB #14, Cochin 682001, Kerala 
(009) 484-25435 
Bander Bagicha 

Near Maurya Lok PATNA-800 001 
Bihar, Post Box 229 
PHILIPPINES 
Ariel Betan, Green Forum 
3rd Floor, Liberty Building 
Pasay Rd., Makati, Metro Manila 
(2) 816-0986, 851-110, 818-3207 
Volunteers for Earth Defense 
189 San Antonio Ext. SFDM 
1105 Quezon City 
POLAND 

Workshop For All Beings 

ul. Modrzewskiego 29/3 
43-300 Bielsko, Biala 
fax 0048-30-29496 

RUSSIA 

Rainbow Keepers (10 local groups) 
POB 14, Nizhni Novgorod 603082 
(8312) 34-32-80, tretyput@glas.apc.org 
Rainbow Keepers (Moscow) 

(095) 954-91-93, rk@glas.apc.org 
ECODEFENSE! 

Moskovsky prospekt 120-34 
236006 Kaliningrad/Koenigsburg 
ph/fax +7 (0112) 43-72-86 
ecodefense@glas.apc.org 
SCOTLAND 
Glasgow EF! 

POB 180, Glasgow G4 9AB 
44 (0)41 636 1924/339 8009 
fax 44 (0)41 424 3688 
scotree@gn.apc.org 

SLOVAKIA 
Earth First! 

A. Hlinku 11, 96001 Zvolen 
kolenka@uvt.tuzvo.sk 

SPAIN 

Manuel A. Demandes 

Taller de E. A. A. CURUXA 

J. B. Xelmirer J, Campus Universitario 

1570 S Santiago 

(81) 584321, fax (81) 584533 

SWEDEN 

Morgan Larsson 

Lagmansgaten 9C, 46-37 Vanersborg 

UKRAINE 

Rainbow Keepers (5 local groups) 
c/o Nadia Shevchenko 
Glushkova 17-22, Kiev 252187 
+7 (044) 252-48-22, 
nadia@gluk.apc.org 


2 reen 
Phone Fun! 

with 


Affinity 


Long Distance 


Affinity Long Distance 
guarantees a 10% rate-reduction 
on your phone bill. Plus, 
Affinity will give 5% of your bill 
to the Earth First! Journal — 
a gift that keeps on giving. 
For an application or more info, 
write us here at the Journal. 
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